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LOCAL history, to be locally appreciated and useful, should 
be full in its descriptions of all objects of antiquity, and in 
its topographical delineations, as well as minute in its record 
of estates and families, and of civil and ecclesiastical insti 
tutions. It is natural that those residents in any parish or 
district who permit themselves to be interested in historic 
subjects at all, should desire to find in the volumes of an 
author, who professes to have supplied a good local history, 
the amplest information to be had regarding their particular 
neighbourhood. It cannot be said that, as a rule, this 
expectation of thoroughness is realized by the purchasers of 
our Lancashire county histories. The scope of those great 
works is far too wide to allow of any degree of fulness in the 
descriptions of individual parishes, or localities. In the half- 
page or so, which is all the loo-comprehensive county historian 
can devote to an ordinary rural township, we find, perhaps, 
an interesting old church dismissed with the remark, that it 
is " an irregular structure, with low embattled tower, dating
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" from the time of the Tudors ; " while of some distinguished 
family which held the lordship of the manor for centuries, 
nnd figured conspicuously in the public transactions of past 
times, only the earliest known scion who won the estate, and 
the last hapless representative who lost it, are named; and 
the antique mansion which sheltered that well-reputed family 
for many generations is merely mentioned as " now a farm 
" house," or as " untenanted, and going to decay." No fault, 
however, can be found with the county historians for these 
deficiencies. Their work, so far as it reaches, is invaluable, 
as their labour has been immense. Every page of their 
bulky quartos is charged with innumerable facts and data, 
collected with painstaking diligence. They furnish the clues 
which the local student in archaeology, in topography, or in 
genealogy may pick up and follow to more satisfactory results. 
All that can be said in way of complaint is that the particular 
interest has been necessarily sacrificed to the genera). But 
there can be no objection to any intelligent effort to supple 
ment the county history by separate and expanded sketches" 
of single parishes and chapelries or townships. To this 
subsidiary work some of the ablest living antiquaries are 
addressing themselves in their several districts; and the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, and other 
county societies, afford excellent media of publicity to such 
as are disposed to offer to an interested section of their 
fellow-citizens some results of their researches. Mainly for 
the purpose of illustrating the variety of documentary and 
other material available for the composition of a history of 
a single rural and retired township, I have undertaken to 
submit to the members of this Society a paper upon the 
Township of Billington and Chapelry of Langho, in Black 
burn Parish.

The township of Billington constitutes the extremity of 
the large parish of Blackburn to the north-east. Its easterly



and northerly bounds are the rivers of Calder and Kibble, 
the former of which discharges into the latter near Hacking 
Hall, in this township. From Dinkley on the west, Billington 
is divided by the Dinkley Brook, a considerable stream that 
flows down from the hill on the border of Wilpshire town 
ship in a winding but generally northerly direction, and 
empties into the Kibble by Braddyll, a mile or so lower down 
than the confluence of the Calder. The southern boundary 
of Billington is generally coincident with the summit-line of 
the long, irregular ridge that extends from Wilpshire Moor 
to the Nab, overlooking the Calder and the village of Whalley. 
This ridge is part of the chain of hills that start in Lower 
Ribblesdale, on the south of which the successive eminences, 
starting on the south-west with the rock of Hoghton, are, the 
hill of Billinge ; the heights of Kevidge on the north side of 
Blackburn ; Wilpshire Moor, Snodworth Moor, Billington 
Moor, and the round-copp'd " Nab," whose eastern end falls 
rapidly to the channel of Calder. The area of Billington is 
2,960 statute acres. Its greatest length, from Whalley Bridge 
to Wilpshire, is about 3j miles ; and its greatest breadth, 
from Brockhole Eses on the Kibble to the boundary on 
Snodworth Moor, about 2 miles. The lands of the township 
lie on the northern slope of the hills I have mentioned, and, 
from their basesr extend in hardly distinguishable undulations 
to the neigbourhood of the river (Kibble), where they again 
rise, from the Dinkley Brook on one hand, and the Bushburn 
Brook on the other, into a series of gentle eminences, mostly 
covered with wood, that, commencing at Langho Green, 
extend northward to the rear of Braddyll, and there bend 
eastward to Brockhole, between which tenement and Hacking 
Hall, they present to the view a timber-covered bluff rising 
directly from the left bank of the Kibble. The river scenery 
at the lower part of the township is thus by no means tame ; 
but it cannot compare in impressiveness with the views
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revealed from several points of the Nab, or from Snodworth, 

on the hilly border of Billington to the south, which include 

some of the most admired landscapes in Ribblesdale. The 

noble vale of Bibble expands here to its broadest dimensions, 
and the strikingly-graceful contours of the mountains and 
moorlands on either hand, compose a noble background to a 

scene of remarkable beauty ; of which the constituents are 

the three famed rivers of Kibble, Calder, and Hoclder, winding 

between their wooded banks; the churches of Whalley and 
Mitton, whose gray embattled towers alone are visible amid 
the trees in the recesses of the vale ; the fair site of the 
Locus Benedictus of Whalley Monastery, with some interest 

ing fragments of the abbey fabrics still discernible from the 

heights above ; the collegiate halls of Stonyhurst on the 

opposite slope of Longridge ; and, looking up the valley, 
Clitheroe, with its rock-perched castle keep, holding its 
ancient post of domination in the centre of the pass.

The township is traversed by three main roads, running 

parallel with each other, at distances of a quarter of a mile 

or so, forming part of the communication between Blackburn 
and the south of Lancashire, and Ciitheroe and the parts of 

Craven beyond. Each of these roads marks its era in English 
road construction. The oldest of them, called the Old Nab 

Road, pursues the highest ground that could be gained by 

the makers, following the summit of the moors from the 
neighbourhood of Little Harwood until it reaches the Nab, 

when it bends to the north and descends precipitately to 

Calder Bridge at the foot of the hill. Some parts of this 
primitive road are so abrupt in the brows that it could 

hardly have been practicable for wheeled vehicles ; and old 

inhabitants connect with it only the tradition of the proces 
sions of unkempt mountain ponies, " lime-gals," as they 

are called, upon whose backs were conveyed the bulk of the 

merchandise between Clitheroe and Blackburn at the beginning
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of the present century, and doubtless for many a generation 
before then. Pennant, proceeding from Blackburn to Whalley 
in 1773, just a century ngo, traversed this old road, and says 
of it: " In the middle of a plain varied with groves and 
" hedge-rows, watered by the Eibble, the Hodder, and the 
" Calder, I descended a paved road of uncommon steepness 
" and depth, and, after crossing the western Calder, a fine 
" stream that rushes out of a narrow valley from the right, 
" entered on the precincts of the Abbey of Whalley." A 
portion of this old road at the Whalley end is still in its 
original state, a very narrow track paved with rough pebbles, 
shadowed and shut in with trees and copses; it is the path by 
which the ascent of the Nab from Whalley is usually made. 
The second road from Blackburn, of comparatively recent 
construction, keeps the summit level as far as Snodworth 
Cross, and thence descends the hill-flank gradually until it 
debouches at the base of the Nab near the bridge. This road 
is much easier than the oldest road, but is still trying to 
horses at some points. The third road, and present turnpike 
through Billington, follows a lower route than the second, 
and has, in fact, a very easy gradient throughout; as may be 
judged from the fact that the railroad from Blackburn to 
Whalley runs .closely parallel the whole distance, and is only 
tunnelled a quarter of a mile at the highest point of the 
ascent.

The abbey and village of Wballey are separated from 
Billington by the waters of the Calder; the two banks are 
connected by a bridge over the river just above the abbey, 
while a little below, the railroad crosses upon a long and lofty 
viaduct. With Whalley Monastery, from its foundation to its 
dissolution, the history of Billington township is closely 
associated ; for by a succession of gifts, presently to be 
recited, the abbot and monks became possessors both of the 
whole manor and of sundry freehold tenements in Billington.
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The only interesting examples of ancient architecture in 
Billington are the Episcopal chapel of St. Leonard, on Langho 
Green, nnd the mansion of Hacking hall, at the north-east 
corner of the township. Several early seats of the lesser 
gentry have become decayed and been replaced by meaner 
houses within the century. One or two yeomen's houses of 
some age yet existent will be referred to hereafter, in associa 
tion with families once domiciled in them.

Until the lust few years, this township remained strictly 
agricultural; but the operations of the cotton manufacture 
have at length extended into the Kibble valley at this point, 
and there are now three small cotton mills at work in Billing- 
ton, nil of them placed near the turnpike-road to Blackburn.

A few words should perhaps be said concerning the nomen 
clature of the district I have chosen for illustration. All the 
existing names of places in Billington may be traced to 
the Anglo-Saxon or Danish languages; none to an earlier 
source, Roman or British, unless, as some etymologists have 
thought, the name Billington itself is partly British in deri 
vation. The term Billinye, now applied only to that part of 
the hill-range that rises to a higher elevation a little beyond 
Blackburn, is supposed to have extended to the entire range; 
and the word Billington seems clearly to be a compound of 
Billinge and the Saxon word tun, a habitation. It is held by 
one of our modern philologists that the name Billinge, which 
is borne by two localities in Lancashire and by others else 
where in England, is not British, but is derived from the 
designation of one of those early Saxon communities or 
" marks," by which England was colonized. Mr. Kemble 
remarks that " Billing, the noble progenitor of a royal race 
" in Saxony," has his record in English territorial nomencla 
ture to the present day; for the Billings (Anglo-Saxon 
Billingas) have left the trace of their settlements in Billinge, 
Billingham, Billington, Billinglioe, and similar names, in
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Lancashire and half a score or so of English counties. Mr. 
Harland, following up Kemble's idea, enumerates many sup 
posed settlements of the old Saxon marks in Lancashire, and 
among them names one of great antiquity in this township  
that of Hacking (anciently Hakkyng), which he surmises to 
be a seat of the Saxon community of the Ha'dngas, Of 
some other old names of places within Billington we have no 
difficulty in finding the etymology. Braddyll, originally 
Bradhull, comes obviously from Brad (A.S. broad) find hull 
(A.S. hill) the broad-hill, an appellation that accurately 
describes the extended slope of the low eminence rising 
behind Braddyll tenement, and reaching towards Brockhole 
on one hand and towards Langho on the other. The word 
Brockhole, too, is self-apparent in its significance ; it is a 
compound of Broc (A.S. a badger), and hoi (a hold), and 
therefore means the Badger's-hole. The name is now gene 
rally spelled Brockhall, but this is a corruption. It is correctly 
Brockhole, the singular noun, of which we have an example 
of the plural a few miles further down the Kibble, in the name 
of the township of Brockholes, near Preston. The name of 
Chew, spelled Cho in the older documents, given to the lower 
moiety of Billington vill, is not so clear in its origin. In 
some old records, I find the name given Scho, being identical 
in orthography with the Low Dutch word 8cho, a shoe; and 
I can only suggest that the bend of the Calcler, just opposite 
to the site of the ancient messuage of Cho, and of the 
existing Chew Mill, does give to the strip of land within it, the 
Castle Holme, the shape of the front part of a shoe. The name 
of Snodworl/i, borne from the earliest times by that upper 
corner of the township to the south-west, probably is com 
pounded of Snood (A.S. a hood), and worth (an off-farm or an 
estate). At Snodworth a spur of the moorland ridge stands out 
prominently and roundly against the sky, and might be likened 
to the outline of a hooded head. As to the derivation of the
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name of Cunliffv, still given to the land helow Snodworth, 
which formed the original estate of the CunliSe family, Greg- 
son has a fanciful account of it, which I hesitate to accept. 
The early spelling is Cundeclive and Condclijf; perhaps from 
con (A.S bold), and clif (a descent.) Or, the derivation of 
this name may have been from the Danish Konyn (a cony, or 
rabbit), and clif; signifying a rabbit-hillock ; and in accor 
dance with this etymology the arms of the Cunliffes of 
Billington are " Sable, three conies current, aryent;" but 
this may only be one of those heraldic puns of which so many 
examples arc found. Such names as Nab, applied to the 
abrupt front or face of the termination of the hilly range in 
this township ; of Bushburn (anciently Busceburn), given to 
the rivulet that flows through the centre of Billington into 
the Calder ; and of Langho, given to the place at which the 
how or inferior hill rises that stretches forward to Braddyll 
and Brockhole ;  are all too apparent in their meaning to call 
for discussion.

The families settled here at the earliest date to which docu 
mentary history can carry us back all derived their surnames 
from the territorial designations, as is the case with the great 
majority of our oldest Lancashire surnames. They were, the 
Billingtons, named from the township itself; with the several 
free tenants, named from their tenements: Hakkyng of 
Hakkyng; Braddyll of Braddyll, or Bradhull ; Cuuliffe of 
Cunliffe, or Cunclive ; Clio (modern, Chew) of Cho ; Snod 
worth of Snodworth ; Dean of Dean-hill, &c.

The archreology of Billington may be briefly summarised. 
It has no vestige of the British occupation. The Romans 
have left here some faint token of their presence. The 
Roman road that proceeded eastward from Ribchester, a part 
of the road assumed by some to be the mythical seventh her 
of Richard of Cirencester, crosses Billington, for a space of 
perhaps a mile and a-half, a short distance from the south
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bank of the Kibble, entering the township across Dinkley 
Brook, about midway between Langho Church and Braddyll, 
and proceeding in a direct line behind Brockhole to Hacking, 
where it runs in the rear of the Hall, and crossed the Calder 
below the modern crossing place at Potter's Ford. I have 
noticed what I take to be a section of the agger, in a very 
evident ridge crossing the large field immediately to the south 
of Crow Wood, exactly on the line of the road as marked by 
the ordnance surveyors; where I feel confident the Roman 
pavement would be disclosed on the removal of the sod and 
subsoil. Mr. Just identified the road near Hacking Hall, 
also, more to the east than the spot I now indicate, but the 
traces there are not obvious. He writes : " Near to Hacking's 
" farm the line makes an angle to the left, and shows itself 
" in a high mound under the left-hand fence of the present 
" road to the farm." Baines mentions that in the year 1831, 
a coin of Hadrian was found in Billington, which bore on its 
obverse the inscription " HADRIANUS AUG. cos. in. P.P." and 
on the reverse, " a figure standing before an altar," and the 
legend, " PIETAS AUG." This coin and the remains of the 
agger exhaust, so far as I know, the discovered Roman anti 
quities of Billington.

During the Saxon period, Billington was the scene of one 
very significant event. A battle, signalised as momentous in 
the Anglo-Saxon chronology, was fought upon this ground, 
A.D. 798. No doubt whatever seems to surround the identifi 
cation of the battle-field. Two early English chroniclers 
name the locality with concurrent precision. In the year 
above-mentioned, Eardulf, King of the Northumbrians, was 
compelled to take the field against the leaders of a formidable 
revolt in the western parts of Northumbria. The chiefs of 
the conspiracy were Wada and with him Alric, prime insti 
gators of a former rebellion, that had ended in the deposi 
tion and murder of the previous king, Ethelred. Eardulf 
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encountered the insurgent army on the extreme verge of his 
kingdom (for it seems certain that the country south of 
Kibble was then a part, not of the Saxon kingdom of North- 
umbria, but of that of Mercia). Wada and his army had 
probably been driven upon neutral territory before the decisive 
battle could.be forced upon him. At fill events, it was here 
that the rebellion of Wada was crushed. The record of the 
battle, in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, reduced to modern 
English, is this: "A.D. 798. This year there was a great 
" fight at Whalley (Whcelleege), in the land of the Northum- 
" brians, during Lent, on the 4th before the Nones of April; 
" and there Alric, the son of Herbert, was slain, and many 
" with him." Another chronicler, Simeon of Durham, riot 
only mentions Whalley as near the place of conflict, but more 
closely particularises the spot. His account, in the Latin of 
the original, is as follows : " Anno D. 798. Conjuratione facta 
" ab interfectoribus Ethelredi regis, Wada dux in ilia conjura- 
" done cum eis helium inivit contra Eardwlphum regem in loco 
" qui appelatur ab Anglis Billangahoth juxta Walalege, et, ex 
" utraque parte plurimis interfectis, Wada dux oum suis in 
" fugam versus est et Eardwlfus rex victoriam regaliter 
" sumpsit ab inimicis ;" or, in English version : " A con- 
" federacy was made by the murderers of King Ethelred ; 
" Wada, chief in that conspiracy, with his force went against 
" King Eardulf, in a place called by the English Billangahoh, 
" near Walalege, and on either side many were slain ; Wada, 
" the chief, with his men, was put to flight, and King 
" Eardulf regally achieved victory over the enemies." The 
name Billangahoh, here assigned to the place of combat, 
may be taken to refer, not to the lofty hills on the south side 
of the township, which neither army was likely to ascend 
preparatory to the battle, but to that line of knolls or hillocks 
near to the Ribble bank, between Hacking, Brockhole, and 
Braddyll. The present name of Langho, given to the inuer
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side of this elevated ground, apparently is a contraction o'f 
the Anglo-Saxon Billangahoh, the small hill by Billinge  
the latter term being given to the superior heights to the 
south. I am here adopting a remark of Whitaker. The 
historian of Whalley endeavoured to elucidate the position of 
the battle, the written record of which he found confirmed by 
a local popular tradition of some ancient battle on the lower 
ground of Billington. On the right bank of the Kibble, just 
opposite Hacking Hall, are two large tumular mounds, rising 
from the diluvial lea on the inner side of the bend of the river at 
this point. These mounds at once proclaim themselves to be 
artificial in structure, and probably monumental in intent. 
The tumulus nearest to the river is an especially prominent 
object, and bears the name of the " Lowe." Into this mound 
Whitaker bad some, excavation made about the year 1815, 
but found the work heavy, and gave it up without reaching 
the centre of the tumulus, where the relics of sepulture might 
be expected to be found. I believe these tumuli have not 
yet been rifled of their secrets, and would suggest that if 
leave could be had from the owner of the land, the excavation 
might at some time be made under the direction of your 
Society. Some years after the death of Whitaker, a discovery, 
apparently connected with the battle of Billangahoh, was 
made on the Billington side of the Eibble, in the flat ground 
called Brockhole Eses, and very near the river. Canon Raines 
has a short note of this disclosure in his edition of the 
"Notitia Cestriensis," which I copy : "In the year 1836, as 
" Thomas Hubberstey, the farmer at Brockhole, was removing 
" a large mound of earth in Brockhole Eases, about 500 
" yards [say 200 yards or so], from the bank of the Bibble, 
" on the left of the road leading from the house, he discovered 
" a Kist-vaen, formed of rude stones, containing some large 
" human bones and the rusty remains of some spear heads of 
" iron. The whole crumbled to dust on exposure to the air."

M2
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The occupation road from Brockhole farm-house passes close 
by the site of this mound in the direction of the river to the 
ford at this place, the only one across the Bibble for some 
miles up and down the river. The tumulus was so completely 
cleared away at the time of the finding of the central Kist- 
vaen, that no trace of it remains ; but its position has been 
indicated on the large ordnance map. This mound must 
have been much smaller in bulk than the great mounds across 
the river opposite Hacking, or the farmer would hardly have 
undertaken to level it. If, therefore, the larger mounds be 
also sepulchral, and date from the same event, they may be 
supposed to contain the relics of more important personages 
who perished in the battle of Billangahoh than the Brockhole 
tumulus. The inference of Eaines, that Whitaker's impression 
of the situation of the battle higher up the river about 
Hacking is shown to be erroneous by the find at Brockhole, 
appears to me a hasty one. A battle in which the fate of a 
kingdom was decided, and in which a king was in command 
on one side, was no insignificant conflict; the combatants 
would probably number some thousands ; and the battle-field 
might well extend not only to Hacking, less than a mile above 
Brockhole Eses, but over the whole plain of lower Billington 
on the west side of the Calder; may indeed have begun on 
the Whalley side of that river; have attained its deadliest 
fierceness about Hacking, just over the ford of Calder; and 
have closed on the slope between Brockhole and Braddyll, 
where the fugitives of Wada's broken army would be driven 
in hurried flight to the ford of the Babble, by crossing which 
they alone could hope to save their lives from the spears and 
axes of Eardulf's victorious warriors.

A thousand years and more have passed since the death- 
struggle of Northumbrian factions on this ground, the me 
morial of which inscribes the names of Billington and of 
Whalley for the first time upon the page of written English
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history. During the long interval the annals of Billington 
are marked by few significant transactions. Once, albeit, 
in more modern times the lower part of the township has 
been, if not the site of a battle, the scene of a brisk pursuit, 
ensuing upon a considerable fight in the contiguous township 
of Whalley. This was during the Civil War between 
Charles I and Parliament. The Earl of Derby, who had 
advanced to Whalley for the subjugation of Blackburn 
Hundred to the king's authority, suffered a reverse there at 
the hands of the Roundheads under Colonel Shuttleworth, 
through a foolish panic that seized his men. The Royalists 
retreated across the Calder at Chew Mill Ford and Potter 
Ford, and passed through Billington by the road from Chew 
Mill to Langho Church, and thence over Dinkley Brook to 
Dinkley and Salesbury. making for Preston. The Round 
heads pursued them actively down the valley as far as 
Ribchester. One puritan writer relates of this pursuit:  
" We routed their foot, which fled over the water [Calder], 
" their horse still facing us ; our men still pursued them to 
" Langho Green, where Captain Ashton and myself, with 
" much ado, caused our first men to stay till more cnme 
" up ; then our men shot; their horse fled ; then all our 
" horse came up and pursued them through Salesbury Park, 
" and to Ribchester, and most of their great ones had some 
" touch or some narrow escape, as themselves report." This 
engagement was fought on the 20th of April, 1G48. A por 
tion of Prince Rupert's army traversed the township during 
the same war, en route to York and Marston Moor, in June, 
1044.

THE DESCENT OF BILLINGTON MANOR. THE DE 

BILLINOTONS, ORIGINAL MANORIAL LORDS.

First in order of the families seated here is one whose 
surname is coincident with the denomination of the townland
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 the De Billingtons. Some members of this race, we can 
well suppose, dwelt on a cleared portion of this land, and 
claimed ownership therein, before the Norman invasion. After 
that settlement, the De Lacys, lords of Clitheroe, as superior 
lords of all the region embraced in that Honour, granted away 
the inferior fee of Billington, it is said, to Hugh, the son of 
Leofwine a Saxon landowner in the vicinity, nbout the reign 
of Stephen ; but William, the successor of this Hugh, very 
soon conveyed his rights in Billington to one Ralph, a son of 
Geoffrey de Bilyngton. The father Geoffrey, as his surname 
implies, was previously to this domiciled in Billington ; but 
this grant made the son, Ralph de Billington, legalised lord 
of the vill under the new feudal tenure. After Ralph, and 
by the dates most probably his son, appears Adam de Bilyng 
ton, who, ns stated by Baines, was a juror on the Grand 
Inquest of 13th John (1211-12). Adam de Bilyngton was 
succeeded in the Billington lordship immediately, or with 
one intervening inheritor, by Elias de Bilyngton. Of him nil 
that is known is that he was the father of Adam de Bilyngton ; 
the latter lived about the early part of the reign of Henry III, 
and by his charter, without date, conveyed to Henry, son of 
Hugh del Cho, and his (Henry's) wife Avicia, the grantor's 
daughter, a parcel of land in Billington called the Halgli. 
This Adam de Bilyngton, it would seem, had no male heir, 
so that his only daughter Avicia became lady of the manor 
on her sire's decease. This heiress was twice married first 
to Geoffrey de Whalley ; and secondly to Henry, son of Hugh 
del Cho, above-mentioned, by whom she had sons Richard 
and Thomas; of these more presently, under the head of 
the Chew family. Our present concern is with the offspring 
of the heiress's first husband.

His name, as I said, was before marriage Geoffrey de 
Whalley, but upon his alliance with Avicia de Bilyngton, lie 
at once assumed the lady's surname, and became Geoffrey de
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Bilyngton. These facile changes of the territorial appellation 
are not unfrequently met with at this early period, when 
family surnames sat much more loosely than now upon those 
who wore them, and were altered at pleasure, without the 
authority of any royal letters patent. Geoffrey de Bilyngton, 
the husband of Avicia de Bilyngton, flourished hefore the 
year 1250. His wife bore to him seven sons (Hulton notes 
but six, but I find seven in the Billington title deeds), 
namely, Adam, Roger, Richard, Robert, Ralph, William, and 
Henry. Yet the father, Geoffrey de Bilyngton, died com 
paratively young, some years at all events before his wife; 
for in deeds undated, but that cannot be attributed to a later 
date than about 1270, the lady is spoken of as " Avioia, lady 
"of Billington, once wife of Geoffrey de Whalley," and 
again, as " Avicia, once wife of Geoffrey de Bilyngton." The 
seven sons of this pair are all mentioned with more or less 
frequency in the charters of Billington in the " Coucher Book " 
of Whalley Abbey. Leaving the heir, Adam, to be noticed 
afterwards, I observe the following references to the six 
younger sous: Roger de Bilyngton is alluded to in one 
place as a son of Geoffrey, and in another as son of Avicia 
de Bilyngton. His wife, Agnes, survived him. Richard, 
another " son of Geoffrey," by his wife Cicilia (his widow 
in 1307) bad a son Geoffrey, who again had a sou Richard. 
Robert, another son, referred to both as " brother of Ralph " 
and as " son of Geoffrey." by his charter, granted to his 
brother Ralph and his heirs his lauds in Langale in Billingtun. 
The filth son is Ralph de Bilyngton, likewise described in 
deeds promiscuously as " son of Geoffrey," and as " sou of 
" Avicia." With this name we meet between the years 1275 
and 1319 ; he had a son Richard, who executed several deeds 
between the years 1330 and 1342. His last deed of quit 
claim to the Monastery of Whalley of lands and tenements 
in the vill of Billington is given at Billington, 16th Edward III
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(1342). This Richard, son of Ralph and grandson of 
Geoffrey and Avicia de Billington, had no male heir, but he 
had a daughter Mabile, who became the wife of Roger de 
Ingollof Elston. By a deed of the llth Edward III (13;37), 
" Mabilla, daughter of Richard, son of Ralph de Bylington," 
quit-claimed to Richard del Hey of Hapton, all her right 
and claim in all lands and tenements in Billington that she 
had of the gift of her father. The sixth of Geoffrey and 
Avicia de Bilyngton's sons was William, named in deeds as 
" son of lady Avicia," and as " brother of Ralph de Bilyngton." 
To William de Bilyngton his mother Avicia granted six acres 
of her land in Billington, on the easterly side of the " Potter- 
" ruyding, with common pasturage and with pannage for his 
" swine in the wood of Billiugton." These six acres the 

.grantee afterwards conveyed to Adam Citator, clerk. William 
de Bilyngton is a witness to a charter of Richard, his nephew, 
dated 1327. The seventh of the brothers of this generation 
is Henry, described by a deed of his as Henry son of Geoffrey 
de Billington ; and who conveyed his lands in the township 
to Richard Pountchardon.

Revert we now to Adam, eldest son of Geoffrey de Bilyng 
ton. Traces of this representative appear in several old deeds 
in the " Coucher Book." He is witness, for example, to a 
deed of his mother, Lady Avicia, granting to the abbot and 
monks of Whalley the site of a barn in Billington, between 
Fayrehurst-sike and the Stanymenegate. Adarn de Bilyngton 
heired the maternal inheritance ; but by a charter undated, 
(but ascertained to be of the 15th Edward I, 1288,) he 
conveyed the moiety of Billington vill that had appertained 
to his family to Sir Adam de Hudleston, knt. The latter, 
by way of acknowledgment, was to pay to the grantor and 
his heirs yearly " one rose at the Nativity of St. John the 
" Baptist for all service and secular demand." A letter of 
attornraent follows the above deed, and is dated the 15th
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Edward I; and after this, in the " Coucher Book" of 
Whalley, are two deeds of quit-claim, written in Norman- 
French ; by the first of which Adam de Bilyngton makes 
quit-claim for himself and his heirs, of " all the right and claim 
" that 1 have or can have in the manor of Bilyngton, with 
" all its appurtenances, to Adani de Hudleston." Among 
the witnesses to the last-mentioned instrument are one 
Lawrence de Bilyngton, possibly a son of Adam ; and 
Richard de Hudleston. Thus passed the lordship of half 
the vill of Billington from the De Billingtous, after a tenure 
of about a century, comprising some five generations of the 
family. The family was not extinct, however ; for the above 
Adam had a son Adam, and very likely other children ; but 
we have no further proofs of the family descent after the 
surrender of the manor. All that we know is that the ancient 
race of Billingtons was represented in the township in some 
branch or other for a considerable period after this transfer of 
the estates. Three monks of the neighbouring Monastery of 
Whalley, at various dates, bore the name of Billington, and 
may be supposed to have been descended from this house. 
Of these, two were elevated to the distinction of abbots of 
the foundation. Nicholas Billington was abbot (tenth or 
eleventh), about 1450; and William Billington, thirteenth 
abbot, preceded Ralph Holden, who was elected in 1-172. 
The surname of Billington is still borne by a few families in 
this part of Lancashire. About half a score burgesses of 
that name I recently found upon the roll of the borough of 
Blackburn.

THE DE HUDLESTONS AS LORDS OF BILLINGTON.

The knightly family of De Hudleston next appears in 
possession of this fee ; only, however, for a brief period. 
I have just stated how Sir Adam de Hudleston, knt., obtained 
possession of half the manor in 1288, by the grant of Adam
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de Bilyngton. It is not needful here to exhibit the descent of 

the Hudlestous, whose ownership in this township was so 
brief in duration. I will merely mention Mr. Hulton's con 

jecture, that the Sir Adam de Hudleston of these Billington 
charters was brother to the celebrated Sir John de Hudleston, 

who was with Henry de Lascy at the siege of Carlaverock; 

and that Sir Adam may also have won the favour of the De 
Lacys by service in that expedition. Sir Adam de Hudleston, 

by his wives Joanna and Isabel, had no issue ; and thus his 
nephew Richard, son of John, became his heir. A note of 

Abbot Lyndelay, compiler of the " Couoher Book," tells us 
all we desire to learn about the passages of that part of Bil 
lington derived from the De Billingtons. The abbot recounts 

that " after the death of Sir Adam de Hudleston, knt, Sir 

" Richard Hudleston, knt., son of Sir John de Hudleston, 
" brother of the said Sir Adam, entered upon the manor of 
" Cho and the mediety of the vill of Bilyngton, and held the 

" said tenements with appurtenances as next heir of the said 
" Lord Adam," &c. ; and " which same tenements the said 

" Sir Richard de Hudleston afterwards sold to the Lord 
" Geoffrey le Scrop," and tho latter conveyed to the Monastery. 

The other moiety of Billington Sir Adam de Hudleston, 
knt., acquired of the immediate gift of Henry de Lascy, Earl 
of Lincoln. The Norman-French charter, by which this gift 

was conferred, is inserted in the fourth volume of the printed 
" Coucher Book " of Whalley (pp. 944-5; ; but a translation 
of the deed, said to be copied from a MS. of Kuerden, will 

be found in the new edition of Baines, (vol: ii, p. 86.) I need 
not cite it fully. It is without date, but probably was given 
some years before the grantor's death in 1310. By it, Earl 

Henry de Lascy grants and confirms to his dear " Bachiler 
" Mounsere Ad. de Hudleston," for his good service, all his 
lands and tenements in the vill of Bilyngton, &c., " for all 

" his life, as well in demesne as in the service of rent and the
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" services of the freemen, or the villains of these villenages, 
" and with woods, pastures, and all other appurtenances," &c.; 
reserving unto the donor and his heirs " our free chase;" and 
" rendering to us and our heirs one rose at the Fenst of St. 
" John the Baptist for all services to the snid lands and tene- 
" ments belonging." In the year 1304 (ahout the time of the 
ahove acquisition), I note that Adam de Hudleston obtained 
from King Edward the First a grant of free warren in Bil- 
lington. At the De Lacy Inquisition of 13II, it was found 
that " Sir Adam de Huddelston held Clayton and Billingtori 
" by the service of 10s. yearly at the Feast of St. Gyles, and 
" 3d. at Midsummer, and suit to court of Clyderhou." About 
seven years after Earl de Lacy's decease, Thomas Earl of 
Lancaster, successor through marriage to De Lacy, conveyed 
to the abbot and monks of Whalley the reversion of the half 
of Billington that Sir Adam de Hudleston held for life of the 
grant of Henry de Lacy. To this grant to the monastery I 
shall again have to refer. The abbot and monks had not to 
wait long for this valuable reversion. Sir Adam de Hudleston 
died in 1321 or 1322, and in the escheat of the 15th Eclw.II 
(1322), it was returned that " Adam de Hudeleston had died 
" seized of half the manor of Bylington and of the tenement 
" of Scho (Oho) in the same manor." "Of the second mediety 
of Billington, " thy tenement of Clio," I have said, Richard, 
nephew of Sir Adam, became heir; but promptly thereafter, 
in the 16th Edward II (1323), he, Richard de Hudleston, 
knt., conveyed to Thomas, sou of Geoffrey le Scrop, knt, &c., 
his " manor of Choo with all its appurtenances, and half the 
" vill of Billington, witli all its appurtenances, &c.," lately to 
him descended " by the death of Adam de Hudlestou, knt., 
" my uncle." And so terminated the connection of the knightly 
house of Hudleston with Billington and its demesnes.

Here I should mention, that in the 34th Edward 1 (1305-6), 
just prior to the grant of Henry de Lncy to Sir Adam de
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Hudleston, and while the latter was in the tenure of the moiety 
of the vill he had derived from Adam de Bilyngton, a survey 
was made, and the boundaries defined between the town-lands 
of Great Harwood (the next township to Billington on the 
south) and Billington ; and also the two divisions of Billington 
itself were set forth. The record of this definition of boun 
daries is preserved. It shews that by agreement of the then 
lords of Great Harwood and Billington, the following were 
the recognised boundaries : " Beginning at a certain ancient 
" fence upon the bank of Calcler water below the Falyngtrekar, 
" descending by that fence as fur as to a certain rivulet near 
" the land that Robert Spek held in Billington on the day of 
" the preparation of the present writing, and so ascending by 
" the said rivulet towards the summit of a certain mountain, 
" which is called Belesetenabbe, in a direct line as far as to a 
" certain ditch there newly made, and so concerning that ditch 
" by the pits made in the same, and the stones there placed us 
" landmarks, as far as to the Horelowe, and from the Hore- 
" lowe by the newly-made pits there and the stones there 
" placed, as far as to Snoddeword, which place of Snoddeword 
" is to the westward." Although it is now 570 years since 
this division was agreed upon, the bounds here fixed can 
still be traced by the existing nomenclature from the Calder 
on the north-east to Snodworth on the south-west. It was 
only on this side that the boundary of Billington, being a 
mountain-ridge, needed to be marked out by boundary-stone 
and artificial fosse ;  on the other three sides the boundaries 
of the township are the natural ones of the rivers and 
watercourses.

THE ABBOTS OF WHALLEY, LORDS OF BILLINGTON.

The circumstances by which the abbot and monks of 
Whalley ultimately became possessed of manorial rights in 
Billingtou, and of their several landed properties in that
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township, may be deduced (not without trouble, for the 
transfers of these estates are numerous and intricate) from 
the muniments of the monastery contained in the " Coucher 
" Bonk." The title deeds of Billiugton number no fewer than 
144 charters, and form n very complete record of the terri 
torial divisions of the township and the landholders there in 
the thirteenth and first half of the fourteenth centuries. It 
would, of course, be out of the question to furnish an abstract 
even of the more essential of these deeds in a paper like the 
present the space they would occupy, to say nothing of the 
labour of translation, forbids. But I shall give such a brief 
sketch of the conveyances as may make the process of acqui 
sition intelligible. The earliest charter in the series appears 
to be one dated 1259, when the brethren were yet at Stanlaw, 
which is an agreement whereby the Countess Margaret (widow 
of John de Lascy) granted to the abbot and monks " n 
" certain enclosure in Bilyngton," on which they might erect 
" a farm-building at their will, to collect and lay up their corn 
" into." Then one William de Dynkedloy gave "half an aero 
" of his land in the territory of Billington, which is called 
" Hughlocpighel, lying to the east on the iron bed (stratam 
"ferream) towards Cliderhow, for the site of a barn." Another 
charter occurs by which Geoffrey de Billington and Aviciahis 
wife surrender to Peter de Cestria, rector of the Church of 
Whalley, " the mediety of all the lands with the woods that 
" lie within the underwritten bo,unds, namely, from the end of 
" the Holewetlon, where it descends to the lane of Bernard son 
" of Richard, as far as the summit of the mountain of Belsete- 
" nab, and from the foresaid summit as far as the Stancliffe, 
" and from the foresaid Stancliffe as far as the Thursclough, 
" and from the foresaid Thursclough as far as the stream 
" which is called Calder, and following the foresaid stream of 
" water as far as the land of the foresaid Bernard, and follow- 
" ing the fee of the same Bernard as far as the fore-named
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" Holewetlon." Conditions :  That the said Peter de Cestria 
paid to the said Geoffrey and his wife four shillings sterling 
pnnually at the Feast of St. Giles.

The manorial lordship of Billington came to the monastery 
in two moieties. I have shewn that the first moiety had been 
granted for life to Adam de Hudleston by the last (Henry) 
de Lacy, and Thomas Earl of Lancaster, successor by 
marriage with the De Lncy heiress to the titular rights of 
that family, granted the reversion of this moiety to the abbot 
and monks of Whalley. The Earl of Lancaster's charter, 
dated May 3rd, llth Ed. II (1317), and given atKenilworth, 
grants to the brethren " all that moiety of the manor of 
" Billington which Adam de Hodleston, Miles, holds for the 
" term of his life" (and which then was to revert to the 
grantor) to be held by the abbot and convent " for ever in free, 
" pure and perpetual alms, free and quit of all secular ser- 
" vice," &c. On the 24th of the same month the earl issued 
to Adam do Hudleston his order to attorn the said moiety of 
Billington manor to the abbot and convent. Adam de 
Hudleston, by a deed given at Billington in the 12th 
Edward II, attorned himself to the abbot and convent. On 
his attornment Sir Adam de Hudleston received from the 
abbot and convent the sum of 23 marks and 10 shillings, 
which he receipted, and returned to the monastery by a deed 
dated from " the Cho, the Vigil of St. Mary Magdalene," in 
the year 1319. Before the transfer of this reversion was 
sealed, an " Inquisitio ad quod Damnum" was taken at 
Clitheroe, 12th Ed. II (1318), in presence of Robert de Sapy, 
escheater to the king beyond Trent, by Henry de Dounom 
and others, jurors, when it was declared on oath that it was 
not to the damage or prejudice of the king that the king's 
kinsman, Thomas Earl of Lancaster, should be enabled to 
convey this estate to the monastery. The said moiety of 
Billington was at that inquisition sworn to be worth 66s. 8d.
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per annum. Upon this, by an instrument given at York, 
Nov. 10th, 12th Ed. II, the king gave liis licence to the Earl 
of Lancaster to convey the moiety of the manor.

Sir Adam de Hudleston, by a deed of the 13th of Juno in 
the same year, granted to the abbot and convent that the 
memory of himself and his ancestors might be for ever held 
by the brethren the privileges to have, upon the other moiety 
of Billington manor, every year " eight large beasts grazing 
" upon the common pasture of the manor;" to root out yearly 
at their will " five or six roots of oaks;" to open a quarry 
within the manor, either beside the bridge of Calder, or else 
where on the estate where stone might be found ; and also 
gave to the monastery forty cart-loads of turf in the turbary 
of the manor yearly, to be dug out, dried, and carried to the 
abbey at the pleasure of the brethren.

Shortly after the acquisition of the first half of the manor, 
some lesser benefactions in Billington accrued to the fraternity. 
Thomas de Pont, of Billington, conveyed to them " that 
" portion of land which is called the Meenefield, and also two 
" parts of tho land and woodland which is called Grecnecroft, 
" within the territory of the vill of Billington, which same 
" two parts of the Greenecroft extend from the place which is 
" called the Laverokhull [Larkhill], as far as the stream which 
" is called the Mikelbrok." A property that had originally 
pertained to the family of Snodworth of Snodworth, in 
Billington, also passed to the monastery. This estate Richard 
de Snoddeworth had sold to William Russel, of Harwood ; 
the latter, in 1336, conveyed it to John de Gristwayth, vicar of 
Blackburn, and through Gristwayth it came to the abbot and 
convent. The estate is described as " all the land in the vill 
" of Billington lying within the field which is called Snodde- 
" worth, as well as beyond." William Russel added to his 
grant " all his goods and chattels existing and found on the 
" said land."
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The second moiety of this manor was secured to the monas 
tery by the following process :  The title-deeds of this moiety, 
fifty-nine in number, exhibit the descent of the estate, which 
had originally belonged to the Billingtons and Chews, to 
Beatrice, daughter of Adam de Blakeburn, and Richard de 
Pountchardon, her husband ; from them, by inheritance, to 
John de Pountchardon ; from the Pountchardons, Billingtons, 
and Hollands to Sir Adam de Hudleston, knt., whose son and 
successor, Sir Richard de Hudleston, knt., finally conveyed 
it to Thomas le Scrope, whose successor, Sir Geoffrey le 
Scrope, granted it to the abbey. This donor, Sir Geoffrey le 
Scrope, was the second son of Sir William le Scrope, of 
Bolton. He was appointed Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 
J7th Edward II (1323-4); by his wife Ivetta, had sons 
Henry, Thomas, William, Stephen, and Geoffrey, and daugh 
ters Beatrice, Constance, and Ivetta ; and died in the year 
1340. In a note by Abbot Lyndelay, in the " Coucher Book," 
this generous benefactor is characterised as follows : " The 
" second part of the manor of Billington we have of the gift 
" of Geoffrey le Scrop, once Chief Justice of England, and a 
" special friend of this House, on whose soul God have mercy, 
" for his unspeakable piety !" The charter by which Sir 
Geoffrey le Scrope gave the estate to Whalley Abbey bears 
date at York, the Gth Edward III, 1332. The deed describes 
the estate as " my manor of Clio, with all its appurtenances, 
" and the mediety of the vill of Bilyngton, with all its appur- 
" tenances, and with the homages and services of all free 
" tenants, in wards, reliefs, escheats, meadows, pasturages, 
" pastures, woodlands, moors, plains, pools, mills, fisheries, 
" roads, and footways ;" and the property is said to be held by 
the donor of the gift and feoffment of Sir Richard de Hudle 
ston, knt. The witnesses of the instrument are, " Henry le 
" Scrop my brother, Ric. de Hudleston, Rob. de Schireburn, 
" knights, and others." The boundaries of the manor of Cho
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are defined in one of the deeds of transfer as follows : " A 
" certain place which is called the Cho, beginning at the 
" river Calder, as far as where the rivulet which is called the 
" Busceburn descends to the said river Calder, and so follow- 
" ing the Sedele [?] as far as the middle of Fulelache, and 
" from that place as far as a rivulet running through the 
" midst of it, and following that rivulet towards the east as 
" far as the rivulet of Busceburn, following the Loangate 
" towards the west as far as the Halgh, and from that place 
" following the Rissilache towards the east as far as the 
" Monlcegate, returning towards the east as far as the fosse 
" of a certain Adam, huntsman, following that ditch into the 
" rivulet of Busceburn, and so following that rivulet to the 
" river Calder."

Some other benefactions of Billingtor lands to the Abbey 
of Whalley may be shortly enumerated. John de Gristwayth, 
Vicar of Blackburn, by a deed dated from Whalley, in June, 
1340, conveyed to the House " all his fands and tenements, 
" with appurtenances, in the vill of Bilyngton," which he had 
by the gift and cession of " Richard de Toppecliffe, Richard 
" son of Ralph de Bilyngton, William Russel, of Harwood, 
" Adam son of William de Standeu, Richard del Hay ot 
" Hapton, and Robert de Chaderton." The estate the 
grantor had of Richard de Toppecliffe comprised " one 
" messuage and all his land in the vill of Bilyngton, with 
" all its appurtenances," which he had of the grant of 
" Richard, son of Geoffrey de Bilyngton ;" and the parcel of 
laud is described in the above Richard de Bilyngton's convey 
ance as " the land which is called Longale, contained within 
" these bounds : Beginning at the highway, following the 
" same as far as to the land of Adam del Dene, and so fol- 
" lowing the land of the same Adam to Dynkedlegh-brok 
" [Dinkley Brook] ; following Dynkedlegh-brok as far as to 
" Clotum Mill, and so following Clotum to the top of Longale,
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" and following Longalesik as far as the land of William de 
" Menelay [? Merelay, later Morley], and so thence to the 
" ditch, following the ditch to the beginning of the first 
" boundary." The benefactions of Richard, son of Ralph de 
Bilyngton, were a plot of " seven acres of land in Longale in 
" Bilyngton ;" of " four acres of laud in Bilyngton, which is 
" called Bethune," originally held by John de Chirche ; 
other lands of branches of the Bilyngton family at Lonshurst 
and Sithridhruyding ; and acquisitions from Robert de 
Coldecotes and from Robert de Wytton in the same vill of 
Bilyugton. Richard de Bilyngton also granted directly to 
the monastery " all his lands in the vill of Bilyngton, with 
" the houses thereon erected, without any retention, which he 
" had of the gift and feofment of Ralph, his father;" this 
charter bears date 1836. The property formerly held by 
William Russel, included in the Vicar of Blackburn's transfer 
to the abbey, was a parcel of " six acres of land in the vill of 
"Bilyngton, lying on the south side of the Potterruyding, 
" with the houses built on the said land, without any retention, 
" which said land is called Thornecokfeld," and which the 
donor had of the gift and fee of William Faber of Samlesbury, 
who had it of Thomas de Harwood, who hadjt of Adam de 
Citator, clerk, who acquired it from William de Bilyngton, 
who had it of the'gift of his mother, Avicia de Bilyngton, 
lady of the manor. The estate obtained through Adam de 
Standen was a plot of land, with tenements, which he had in 
Billington, of the gift of William de Kellesay, and which had 
formerly belonged to Robert de Wytton and Richard de 
Hicheson. The land received of Richard de Haye, of Hapton, 
had been derived by him from Mabel, daughter of Richard 
de Bilyngton. Robert de Chaderton's property, conveyed 
through Vicar Gristwayth, was land " lying between the ditch 
"jOtf,, the Potterruydinges and Thalhelache, which is called 

ehurst," and which the donor had from his father, whoi.



179

had it from Adam de Bilyngton. Lastly, Aliciu, Countess of 
Lincoln, daughter and sole heiress of Earl Henry de Lacy, 
gave to the abbot and convent a charter of quit-claim and 
confirmation of all her rights and claims in the mediety of 
the manor of Bilyngton.

We thus see how the whole of the settled lands of this 
extensive township, with the exception of five or six free- 
holdings, had before the middle of the fourteenth century 
passed, by successive donations, into the hands of the now 
flourishing and wealthy religious fraternity of Whalley. 
These manorial and other lands all remained in possession of 
the abbey until its suppression in 1537 a period of two 
centuries. Few changes in the condition of the land and its 
tenants are apparent during this interval. The conventual 
authorities were notably easy landlords, who allowed the same 
families to occupy their farms from generation to generation, 
with but slight additions to the rental demanded. There is, 
therefore, little to relate of the history of the manor hence 
forward, until the time of its confiscation to the Crown, along 
with all the rest of the estates of the dissolved monastery.

Among the documents relating to Whalley Abbey, inserted 
by Dr. Whitaker in the History of Whalley, is the Latin text 
of a grant of a corrody, made by the abbot and monks, in 
which the Billington property is concerned. The document 
is dated Friday, March 17th, 1340, and by it Eobert (de Top- 
cliffe) Abbot of the Monastery of Blessed Place of Whalley 
and the convent of the same place, cede to John, son of 
Gilbert de la Legh, lord of Hapton, " one corrody, namely, 
" eight loaves of the convent-bread, and eight flagons of ale 
" of the convent," from the cellar of the monastery, to the 
said John de la Legh for his life ; for the honest fulfillment of 
which engagement the abbot and monks pledged themselves, 
their successors, and their " manor of Bilyngton in Blacke- 
" bornshire" ; so that, whensoever the foresaid corrody might 

N2
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be in arrear, partially or wholly, the said John de la Legh 
should be allowed to distrain and appropriate as much as 
might be necessary until the default had been made good.

Abbot John Lyndelay, compiler of the " Coucher Book" of 

Whnlley Monastery, commenced in 1347, in whose abbacy 

the manorial estates in Billington were acquired by his house, 

appends to one series of the title-deeds of Billington lordship, 

the subjoined memorandum of the free tenures in Billington 

at the time of his writing. I reduce the paragraph into 
English i - 

And memorandum, that of the same first part of Bilyngton the 
freeholders (hereditarie homines) hold the underwritten, namely :  
Henry de Bolton, whose charter is written in the same preceding title, 
and pays by the year for his land 2f>s. 4d. Item, the place which is 
called the Hakkyng, and pays by the year 5s. 4d. Item, the mill of 
Hakkyng, and pays by the year 13s. 4d. Item, Robert de Cundeclif, 
for two acres, pays by the year 8d. Item, John, son of J. Watson, holds 
the land which is called Bradhul, but that he has a deed of the same 
or not is doubted, and pays by the year 3s. 6d. Item, the land of Wal- 
bruk pays by the year 2s. Item, William de Bradhull holds a tenement 
for which he pays by tho year fid. Ittm, Alexander del Den [Dean] 
holds land within certain bounds and divisions, but has no deed, and 
pays by the year 4s. Sum of the rents of the hereditary tenants 
54s. 7d. ; out of which we pay annually to the heirs of Hakkyng for 
the site of a certain tythe-barn, Gd., as in a certain charter concerning 
the foresaid barn to us made, in the third title of Blackeburn, is fully 
contained.

It will be seen subsequently that, 190 years after this, 
the freeholders paying nominal acknowledgments of service to 
the lords of Billington included the same families the 
Shuttleworths, for the "place called Hakkyng" ; the Cunliffes ; 
the Braddylls ; and the Deans.

The revenue of the monastery from the Billington estates 
is nscertainable at several dates during its tenure. From the 
Compotus of the abbey for the year 1478, published by 
Whitaker, it is learnt that the receipts in that year from the 
rents of the tenants-at-will in Billington were £37 18s. lOd.; 
and for service in the same lordship £l 6s. 8d. ; total 
£39 5s. 6d. The Compotus of 1521 shows some decrease in 
the rental value of these lands ; the figures are, for rents in
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Billington £35 17s. 6d. ; and for service there £1 Cs. 8d.; 
total £37 4s. 2d. The return in the " Valor Ecclesiasticus" 
of 1534 gives: "Rents of assize in Billington, within the 
"parish of Blackeburne, £30." A manuscript in the Aug 
mentation Office, cited in the new edition of the History of 
Whalley, (vol. i, p. 191), contains the valuation of the posses 
sions of the attainted house of Whalley in the 36th Henry VIII, 
(1544-5), John Kechyn being Receiver-general. This docu 
ment exhibits the entry :  " Dominium sive mauorium cle 
" Byllyngton £45 Cs. 4d., repensuris nil." The total value 
of the alienated possessions of the abbey is stated in the MS. 
at £829 18s. Ojd. A little further down I introduce a 
detailed return of the rents and services derived from Billing 
ton by the monastery at the date of the attainder.

The "Pilgrimage of Grace" in 1530 was the crisis of the 
conflict between the Crown and the religious houses. Abbot 
John Paslew, of Whalley, was deeply involved in that ill- 
fated conspiracy and rebellion, and, on its summary extinction, 
the abbot, and the monastery he ruled, were among the earliest 
victims of the royal vengeance. The story of the suppression 
of this monastery need not here be repeated. It, will suffice 
to record that in March, 1537, the abbey and its estates were 
seized into the king's hands, and that its abbot, being first 
convicted at Lancaster assizes of high treason, was executed 
near the abbey on the 10th of the same month. The site of 
the gallows upon which Paslew, the last abbot, was hung, is 
upon the Billington side of the Calder a place called the 
Holehouses about a quarter of a mile from the abbey, where 
a fair grassy knoll, rising in the midst of the river-side 
meadow, is indicated by tradition as the exact spot on which 
the momentous and dolorous tragedy was enacted.

SURVEY OF BILLINGTON AFTER THE DISSOLUTION OF

WHALLEY ABBEY. 

A general survey of all the estates of the Monastery of
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Whalley was taken about the years 1538-9. The abbey lands 
in Billington were surveyed on the 28th of June, 30th 
Henry VIII, when the freeholders and tenants-at-will within 
the township were enumerated as under :  

FREEHOLDERS or BILLINGTON (1538-9).
£ a. (1. 

John Deane holdeth freely a tenement called Hodghouse, with
22 acres of laud, medow and pasture, and payeth yearly 020

The same holdeth freely half a messuage called Townworth,
and payeth by year for the same .............................. 014

The same holdeth a messuage called Deynehill, and payeth 040 
Robert Ounelijf ho\Ae(h freely [and payeth]...................,.... I 5 0
Roberte ShuttUworth and Robert Blackborne holdeth freely

[paying] .. ........................................................ 004
Nieliolns Talbot holdeth freely certain lands called Snodworth,

and payeth yearly for the same................................. 010
Bobert Morley holdeth freely certain lands called Bobaddill

[? BraddyllJ, and payeth yearly .............................. 0 11 7
The heirs of William Barker holdeth freely certain lands 

called Whetley, and payeth yearly a brode arrow and suit 
in the court.

The heirs of BeMmj holdeth freely certain land called 
Beckinsay field, and payeth yearly one pair of gloves 
and suit in the court.

Edward Braddell holdeth freely ....................................
Richard Shoic holdeth freely a close called Benson Field,

containing by estimation 0 acres, and payeth per annum 0100

Summa ............ A'!! 4 1

TEXANTS-AT-WlLL.

i' S. (1.
Ewstes Hesketh, 2 acres of pasture and 1 acre of meadow,

yearly ............................................................... 0 0 4
John Slater, 5 acres of arable land, 8 acres of pasture, 4 of

meadow, and 1 of wood and waste yearly.................. 144
Roberte Showe, 12 acres arable laud, 9 of pasture, 2 of

meadow yearly ................................................... 200
Edmund Showe, 0 acres of arable lnud, 9 of pasture, 4 of

meadow, and halt an acre of wood yearly.................. I 17 (i
Roberte Sudall, 7 acres of arable, 9 of pasture, 9 of meadow 

yearly ............................................................... 1 0 0
Richard Chew holdeth a messuage called Olgreve, a close of 

pasture called Aiigarwiu, containing 11 and 3 acres of 
arable land, 12 of pasture, and one of wood yearly......
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£ s. d.
The same holdeth a piece of ground called the Hagg, 

H acre yearly ...................................................
James Deane and John his son, 5 acres of arable, 5 of

pasture, half acre of meadow yearly ........................ 0 12 S
Roger Woode and George his son, 4 acres of arable, 5 of

pasture, 2 of meadow ............................................. 0 12 4
The wife of Hugh Woode, and William Woode her son, 3

acres of arable, 4 of pasture, and one of meadow yearly 004
William Home, one acre of arable, 1J of pasture, 1 of

meadow yearly .. ................................................ 048
Adam Chow, 4 acres of arable, 5 of pasture, a2 of meadow,

and one acre of waste and wood ground yearly ......... 0 14 2
Henry Speake, 3 acres of arable, B of pasture, 1 of meadow,

and half an acre of wood and waste yearly............... 0 14 2
Lionell Foole, 1 acre and 1 rood of pasture yearly ............ 022
Roberte Foole, 7 acres of arable, 4 of meadow, 13 of pasture 

yearly ............................................................... 1 Ifi 2
Heury Almonds, 3 acres of arable, 5 of pasture, 1 of meadow,

and half an acre of wood and waste yearly ............... 100
Richard Smith, 2£ acres of arable, 3 of pasture, J of meadow,

1 wood and waste................................................... 0 10 4
John Pollard, junior, 2 acres of arable, 5 of meadow, 2 of

pasture, 1 wood and waste ....................................... 1 17 1
John Field, half a rood of land yearly ........................... 0 1 0
John Braddill holdeth a tenement called Whitehalghfleld, 0

acres of pasture yearly........................ ................. 0 11 4
Gyles Procter, 2 acres of arable, 2 of pasture, 1 of meadow 

yearly ............................................................... 0 10 0
William Foole, 2J acres of arable, S of pasture, 2J of meadow 100
John Pollard, senior, 1£ acre of arable, 1 of meadow, 1 of

pasture yearly ................................................... 0 13 4
Roberte Fovster, 6£ acres of arable, 10 of pasture, 3 of meadow, 

and 3 of wood and waste yearly..............................
John Sedon, 4£ acres of arable, 3$ of pasture, 3 of meadow 

yearly ............................................................... 0 17 4
Henry Felden holdeth a close, a garden, and half a rood of

land yearly......................................................... 0 1 0
John Lawe holdeth a house and garden, 3 roods of pasture 

yearly ........................ ...................................... 020
Richard Braddill, 2£ acres of arable, 4 of pasture, half acre

of meadow............................................................ 0 10 I
John Dobson, 2J acres of arable, 4 of pasture, half acre of

meadow............................................................... 0 10 I
Ralph Whitacar, 4$ acres of arable, 2 of pasture, 1$ of

meadow yearly ................................................... 102
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£ a. A.
Seth Woode, 7 acres of arable, 1 0 of pasture, 4 of meadow, 

and 1 of wood and waste yearly (and for worke silver 
Is. 8d.) ............................................................. 140

Lawrence Taylor, 0 acres of arable, 0 of pasture, 2 of meadow,
1 of wood and waste yearly.................................... 1 5 4

John Walmisley, 0 acres of arable, 8 of pasture, 3 of meadow, 
  wood and waste yearly ....................................

William Witton, 6 acres of arable, 7 of pasture, 1 of meadow,
2 of wood and waste .............................................

Edmund Woode, 6 acres of arable, 7 of pasture, 1 of meadow,
2 wood and waste................................................... 0 18 9

John Dugdale, 3J of arable, 3 of pasture, half acre of meadow,
half acre wood and waste ....................................... 0 11 8

Roger Chatburne, 5 acres of arable, 6 of pasture, 2 of
meadow yearly ............................................. 0 18 8

John Chatburne, 3 acres of arable,   of pasture yearly ... 0 7 0
John Chow, 1 acre of arable, 2 of pasture, half acre of

meadow yearly ................................................... 0 4 10
The wife of Walton, half acre of arable, 2 of pasture, half

acre of meadow ................................................... 0 4 10
The wife of John Wardell, 1 acre of arable, 1 of pasture, 1£

of meadow, half acre of wood yearly ..................... 0 10 0
The wife of John Mitton, 1£ acre of arable, 3 roods of

meadow, 3 acres of wood and waste yearly ............... 090
John Coulton, li acre of arable, 2 of pasture, 1£ of meadow,

2j of wood and waste yearly ................................ 0 14 0
The wife of John Foster holdetli a field of pasture called the

Little Nabbe, contayning 4 acres paying yearly ......... 0 11 0
The same wife holdeth the Nabbe called the Great Nabbe 

yearly ............................................................... 068
Christopher Smith, 2 acres of arable, 3 roods of meadow 

yearly ............................................................... 0 5 0
Thomas    holdeth 1 acre called the Abbate Acre yearly ... 0 1 2
Roberte Blackburne, one rood of pasture, called the Pinfold 

yearly ............................................................... 008
William Clenton, Richard Chew, James Dobson, hold a

Fulling Milne there paying yearly........................... 1 G 8
Chris. Hindle holdeth a Corne Milne there paying yearly...? 12 1(1 4
Roberte Morley, 4 acres of arable and pasture, 3 of meadow,

late Walbanck's laud yearly ................................. 0 15 0
The profits of the Court there ...........

Sumuia...... ...... ...£-i-i 13 4
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The following memoranda close the survey of this town 
ship : 

To bring in all the wast grounds which is in the Lords' hands unlete, 
and what name of such lauds is.

The Maner Place is clearly decayed and mencioned wheire the place 
stood, but plaiue ground, and the place wheire the maner stoode is now 
called Chete yard, containing by estimation 2 acres.

There is a Common called Billington Common, which containetli 
about 2 miles and balfe, the tenants doth intercommou with the 
townshipps of Great Harwod and Wilpsbeld [VVilpshire]. There is a 
wood called Elker-well, replenished with oke timber and few young 
trees and much underwoode, which is hasell and eller, containing about 
by estimation (10 acres, which canuot be sold, for it is little enough for 
the reparations of the tenants in the milnes, but only the underwood. 
Theire is another wood called the Nabe, replenished with oke timber 
and many faier ash trees, and but small underwood, and containing by 
estimation 40 acres.

The tenants of the same lordshippe houldeth there lauds in the will of 
the lord, and payeth every alienation for their fine and incomiug as 
they can agree with the lord or with his officers their for the time 
being.

There is kept within the same Lordshipp 2 Courts in the year at 
such time as it shall please the officer.

Under that Sir Thomas Southworth, knight, is appointed to have 
the ordering and ruling of the tenants their, with the gathering of the 
tyeth within the parish of Blackborne, uutill the feaste and Nativitie 
of our Lord God next ensuing, yealding accompt theirof to the King's 
use, for that their is no officer their.

From the returns of the above survey we are able to deduce 
somewhat interesting information as to the extent of land 
under tillage at the time, the rental value per acre, and the 
proportions of arable and grass land on the farms in the 
township of Billington. Leaving out of the reckoning two 
or three small tenancies of a rood or so each, we find that at 
the dissolution of Whalley Abbey, the tenants-at-will of the 
abbot and monks, as lords of Billington, numbered forty- 
three, with an average holding of little more than eleven 
acres. The nature of the husbandry is exhibited below :  

No. of Arable Land. Pasture. Meadow Land. Wood & Waste. Total.
Holdings. acres. acres. acres. acres. acres.

43 154 195J 89£ 20 459

Of the total of 459 acres in the hands of tenants at-will, 
(.lie rental of 84 acres does not appear on the return. Deduct-
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ing these, there remain 375 acres, of which the gross rental, 
as ascertained hy this survey, was £30 Us. 4d. : that is 
equal to an average rental per acre of about Is. 7^d. At a 
subsequent page in this paper I shall insert a list of the 
present farm-holdings in the township, their acreage, and a 
summary of their present assessed value, by comparing which 
with the above a view may be gained of the progress in local 
agriculture in the three centuries.

The cultivated manorial lands in Billington in 1538 being 
stated at 459 acres (statute or customary I do not know), it 
appears that all the rest of the 2900 statute acres of land in 
the township was either woodland, common, or waste, or in 
the tenure of the ten enumerated freeholders, of whom the 
chief were the Deanes of Deyne Hill, the Shuttleworths of 
Hacking, the Braddylls of Brockhall, the Cunliffes of 
Cunliffe, and the Morleys of Dinkley. With regard to 
woodlands and common-lands, they were certainly extensive 
in the township at this period. The surveyors of 1538 
mention in particular Billington Common, two miles and a 
half in extent, i.e. Billington Moor, extending over the long 
ridge on the boundary of the three townships of Billington, 
Great Harwood, and Wilpshire. On the lower land in the 
centre of the township was another common called Langho 
Green, on a patch of which Langho Chapel was built soon 
after this survey. On the final enclosure of the Billington 
waste lands in 1791, under an award completed in that year, 
the area of these lands was found to have been contracted to 
900 acres, rather less than a third part of the whole acreage 
of the township. Of woods, two considerable plantations 
belonging to the manor are specified Elkerwell Wood, on 
the lower slope of the hill, containing 00 acres covered with 
oaks, hazel, and eller; and the wooded summit of the Nab, 
of oak and nsh timber, covering 40 acres. Attached to the 
freeholds were other large woods, such as the Hacking and
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Brocklmll Woods, of which portions still remain, fringing the 
south bank of the Ribble.

THE TENURE OF SIR THOMAS HOLCROFT, KNT.

For a brief period after the dissolution of Whnlley 
Monastery, the abbey lands in Billington, along with all the 
other sequestrated estates of the monastery, remained in the 
hands of the king. But it was found politic by the Crown to 
dispose of the properties so alienated to persons enjoying the 
confidence of the monarch, or whose devotion to the king's 
interest in the contest with the Papacy might thus be cheaply 
secured. Thomas Holcroft, Esq., afterwards Sir Thomas 
Holcroft, knt., was one of these favoured personages, who, 
for an inconsiderable pecuniary payment, became proprietor of 
extensive and rich abbey lands iu various parts of the country. 
To Thomas Holcroft King Henry the Eighth granted both 
moieties of the Manor of Billington ; nnd, about the same 
time, this favourite obtained the grant of the site of the 
abbey of Vale Royal, with large estates pertaining thereto, 
and also the sites and adjacent lands of Warrington Friary and 
Preston Friary. Holcroft was, in fact, one of the most 
extensive deiilers in these confiscated lands at that period, 
when not a few men of selfish unscrupulosity aggrandised 
themselves greatly with the spoil of the suppressed religious 
houses. Some account of this knight is given by Ormerod, 
and also by Mr. Beaumont in his recently-published History 
of Warrington Friary. He was the second son of John 
Holcroft, Esq., of Holcroft, and brother of Sir John Holcroft, 
knt., the successor to the patrimonial estate. Thomas Hol 
croft was sent when a young man to London, and was so 
fortunate as to obtain a post at court as one of King Henry's 
body-esquires. He married Juliana, daughter and heiress of 
Nicholas Jennings, an alderman of the City of London. It 
was for his services with the English army in the Scottish
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campaign of 1544 that Thomas Holcroft was made a knight- 
banneret. His eldest son and heir, Thomas Holcroft, was 
also knighted after the father's decease. Subsequently to his 
purchase of the Vale Royal estate, Sir Thomas Holcroft, knt., 
took up his residence at the abbey there. His lady was the 
subject of a poet's eulogia. In the Golden Mirrour, by 
Richard Robinson of Alton (edited for the Chetham Society 
by the Rev. Thos. Corser, M.A.), will be found certain 
" Verses penned upon the Etimologie of the Name and Title 
" of the Right, Worshipfull Lady, the Lady lulinn Holcraft, 
" of the Vale Royall ;" and a second poetic tribute to this 
dame appears in the collection. Among other posts of 
dignity or profit, Sir Thomas Holcroft held the office of 
Parker of Radholme. On the death of Edward VI, in 1553, 
and the accession of Queen Mary, Sir Thomas, in spite of 
the change in the State religion, and notwithstanding his 
notorious reputation as a speculator in abbey lands, contrived 
to hold his ground at court, was confirmed in the tenure of 
the properties thus derived from King Henry VIII, and was 
actually created the queen's marshal. His death took place in 
the same year as the queen's demise. Mr. Beaumont is in 
error in the statement that the elder Sir Thomas Holcroft died 
about 1597. That must have been the son, and the second 
Sir Thomas. The Sir Thomas Holcroft under notice certainly 
died before November, 1558, for in the list of the Parkers of 
Radholme, inserted in the new edition of Whitakers History 
of Wltalleij (vol. i, p. 856), we find, under date Nov. 10th, 
5 and 0 Phil, and Mary (! 558), the entry of Richard Sherburne's 
appointment " ojfficio cuxtodia jiarci ao/ttri de Radome, prout 
" Tho. Holcroft-mil., defunctiis habuit." The statement that 
this Sir Thomas died in the year 1558 (nearly forty years before 
the date mentioned by the historian of Warrington Friary) is 
confirmed by the record of the inquisilio post mortem, taken 
at Wigan before Ales. Rigby, Esq., which is dated the 5th
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and Cth Phil, and Mary, and finds the deceased, " Thomas 
" Holerofte, Miles," seized at death of Byllynrjton Manor, 
Letham Manor, Bykershawe Manor, Addeswallhedcle Manor, 
Magna Wolden and Parva Wolden Manors, in Lancashire. 
Thomas Holcroft, armiger, is named in the return as son and 
heir of the defunct knight. The following entry from the 
Calendar to Pleadings in the Duchy Court of Lancaster, 
has reference to Sir Thomas Holcroft's manorial rights in 
Billington. In the 2nd and 3rd Phil, and Mary (1555), 
" Sir Thomas Holeroft, knight, claiming to he seized in fee 
"of the Manor of Billington," was plaintiff; and "John 
" Deane, Nicholas Holker, and others," defendants (the said 
John Deane claiming the messuage and tenement called Deane 
Hill, by lease from Sir Thomas Langton, knt.), in a " disputed 
" claim to rent, service, and free rent for a messuage and 
" lands called Tonworth, and a tenement called Deane Hill." 
The recorded interrogations nnd depositions shew " that the 
" messuage called Deane Hill, in the lordship of Byllington, 
" was part of the estate of the monastery of Whallcy ; that 
" after the dissolution thereof the rent was paid to the king's 
" use ; and that the plaintiff afterwards became owner and lord 
" of the manor of Byllington."

Some obscurity surrounds the circumstances, the process, 
and the period at which the manor of Billington passed from 
the Holcrofts to other parties. In the old edition of Baines's 
Lancashire, it is stated that Sir Thomas Holcroft died seized 
of Billington Manor in the 5th and 6th Phil, and Mary, and 
that the manor " was subsequently found in the possession of 
" Ralph Aston, of Great Lever, 30th Eliz.; and of Edward 
" Braddill, of Portfield, in 5th James I." Canon Kaines 
gives a somewhat more precise account of the conveyance of 
this manor, which I find is substituted for the above-quoted 
passage in the new edition of Baines. In his edition of 
Notilia Cestriensis (vol. ii., p. 287), Raines says, that Billington
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Manor " soon passed from the Holcrofts to Ralph Asheton, of 
" Great Lever, Esq., find was given by him, in marriage with 
" Ann his daughter, in the year 1551, to Edward Braddyll of 
" Portfield, Esq." I hesitate to call in dispute any note of 
such an eminent and careful antiquary, but I think there 
must bo some inaccuracy here. I have proved that Sir 
Thomas Holcroft died in possession of the manor in 1558, 
from the post-mortem inquisition, and the manorial estate 
could not, therefore, have passed from Assheton to Braddyll 
as a marriage settlement in 1554, four years before the date of 
Sir Thomas's decease. Moreover, the calendar entries of 
suits in the Duchy Courts, in which properties in Billington 
were involved, and the son of Sir Thomas Holcroft was a 
suitor, seem to show that the Holcrofts still retained their 
Billington estates late in the reign of Elizabeth. I will 
mention two or three of these causes.

In the 21st Eliz. (1578), Thomas Holcrofte was against 
Richard Cunliffe and Richard Clayton, in an action concern 
ing a messuage and laud occupied by John Pollard, belonging 
to Billington manor. The 25th Eliz. (1582), "Thomas 
" Holcrofte, by grant from Queen Mary, in right of her crown," 
disputed with Robert Morley his right to " lands called Wal- 
" bancke, in Bradclell fields," and Billington manor. The 
same year, there is record of another suit between the same 
parties, relative to the " lands called Braddill fields and Wal- 
" bancke fields in Billington." Again, the same year (25th 
Eliz.), " Thos. Holcrofte, in right of Robert Greene," was 
plaintiff', and Nicholas Holker defendant, in a cause concerning 
the " messuage and lands called the Deyne Hill, in Billington 
"manor, the inheritance of Thos. Langton." The latter 
property was that the right to which was disputed in 1555, 
between the father of the present plaintiff and John Deane 
and Nicholas Holker ; when it was attested that this messuage 
of Deyne Hill had been part of the estate of Whalley Monas-
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tery, passing to Holcroft as the new owner and lord of the 
manor. Then, in the 40th Eliz, (1.597), we have the follow 
ing record in the " Calendar to Pleadings," which serves to 
establish the fact that the Holcrofts' estates still included the 
lordship of Billington. The calendar entry runs that 
" Thomas Holcroft, son of Sir Thomas Holcroft, knt., lord 
" of the manor," was plaintiff, and the defendant " Henry 
" Morley, claiming by descent from Robert Morley, seized 
" in fee ;" the action being brought for alleged " wrongful 
" possession of Lands called Walbanklande, lying in Braddill 
" Fields, Billington, Parcell of the Possessions of the dissolved 
" Monastery of Whnlley." (Gal. to PL vol. iii, p. 375.) And 
in the year following (41st Eliz.), "Thomas Holcrofte, 
" claiming under a grant from Queen Mary," was against 
" Henry Morley, claiming by descent from Robert Morley," 
in an action in the Duchy Court for " wrongful possession of 
" the closes called Walbanck Land, lying in Braddill Fields 
" in Billington Town."

Lady Juliana, wife of the first Sir Thomas Holcroft, appa 
rently survived her husband many years, and was executrix 
under his will. In the 28th Eliz. (1585), the Attorney- 
General was plaintiff in the Court of the Duchy, " in right 
" of a claim temp. 28 Henry VIII," and the defendant, 
" Julian Holcrofte, executrix of Sir Thos. Holcrofte, knight, 
" Receiver of the Duchy ;" when the matter in litigation was 
certain " Monies disputed in account, after the dissolution of 
" the Priory of Cartmell, and revenues answerable to the 
" Court of Augmentation." This lady died July 15th, 1595, 
and was sepultured at Whitegatc, Co. Chester, on the 25th of 
August.

At the commencement of the seventeenth century, the then 
representative of the Holcrofts of this branch sold the site 
and lands of Warrington Friary, and a few years after the 
abbey and estate of Vale Royal were also sold. It is appa-
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rent from this that the Holcroft then inheriting was fast losing 
possession of the various properties acquired by his progenitor, 
and it may be supposed, in the absence of available evidences, 
that the mnuor of Billington was about the same time con 
veyed to a new lord. Accordingly, we soon after find the 
lordship of Billington in possession of the house of Walmesley 
of Dunkenhalgh. A document among the records of Blackburn 
parish, referring to Langho Chapel, which will be transcribed 
in the course of my second paper, alluding to the lordship 
of Billington manor, mentions only the Holcrofts and the 
Walmesleys as successive lords. This manuscript, dated 1688, 
states: " Holcroft and afterwards Walmsley were lords of 
" the manor of Billington, within the parish of Blackburn, 
" and there are also several charterers and freeholders in it." 
The notable Sir Thomas WalniesleyH knt., the Judge of 
Common Pleas, dying in 1613, was at his death possessed of 
half the manor and various lands in Billington ; and his son, 
who died in 1686, was indubitably owner of Billiugton manor. 
But this family of Walmesleys had a freehold estate in Bil 
lington prior to their acquisition of the manorial rights, and 
before pursuing the descent of the manor further, I must give 
some account of the families to which this property the 
Hacking Hall estate had in turn belonged, and the manner 
of its descent to the Walmesleys.

Before doing this, it may be noted here that the Asshetons 
of Great Lever did possess lands in Billington, which had 
been portion of the estate of the Monastery of Whalley, from 
a period little subsequent to the alienation of the abbey lands. 
In the reign of Elizabeth, Richard Ashton, Esq., died seized 
of Whalley manor and monastery, Downham manor, and 
certain messuages and lands in Blackburn and Billington ; 
but there is no mention in the escheat of manorial rights in 
Billington. Again, Ralph Ashtou, Esq.. lord of Great Lever, 
died on the 12th Jan., 30th Eliz. (1587-8) ; and by the post
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mortem inquisition taken at Boltou-upon-the-Moors, in that 
year, before Thomas Gardener, Esq., Escheator, he was found 
to have held at death, among other estates, Downham manor; 
with six messuages, six cottages, one water mill, 100 acres of 
land, 40 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 10 acres of 
wood and underwood, and 200 acres of moor and turbary in 
Whalley and Billington (named together) ; and six messuages, 
40 acres of land, 8 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 
2 acres of wood, and 100 acres of moor and turbary in Billing- 
ton alone. The succeeding representative of the Asshetons 
of Lever wns the Ralph Ashton who died on the 17th Jan., 
19th James I (1621-2). By inquisition taken at Blackburn, 
in presence of Sir John Talbot, knt., and others, the king's 
commissioners, this Ralph Ashton was found to have been 
seized at his death of Great Lever manor, &c.; the " manor 
" or house and site of the late Monastery of Whalley,"  with 
appurtenances; and of 16 messuages, 14 cottages, 1 water 
corn-mill, 100 acres of arable land, 40 acres of meadow, 100 
acres of pasture, 10 acres of woodland and underwood, and 
200 acres of moor and turbary, with their appurtenances in 
Whalley, Pendleton, and in the parish of Blackburn ; also of 
lands in various townships in Co. Ebor. ; also, of 8 messuages, 
40 acres of arable land, 8 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pas 
ture, 10 acres of wood and underwood, and 100 acres of moor 
and turbary in Billington, in the parish of Blackburn ; and 
of 1 messuage, 2 gardens, and 40 acres of land, meadow, and 
pasture, in Oswaldtwistle. And the escheat further records, 
on the oath of the jurors, that the " foresaid manors, lands, 
" tenements, and other premises, with appurtenances, in 
" Whalley, Billington, I'endleton," &c., were held at the time 
of the death of the foresaid Ralph Ashton of the Lord the 
King in capite by knight-service of the 40th part of a knight's 
fee; and were worth yearly £15. The Asshetou properties 
in Billington passed, with those in Whalley, to the Curzons, 
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and were eventually sold, by a member of the latter family, in 
the early part of the present century, to the Petres of Dunken- 
halgh, lords of Billington, with whom they remain.

The Braddylls, likewise, had held, from a date remote, a 
freehold estate in Billington township. Their ancestral seat 
was the estate of Braddyll-with-Brockhole, situate on the left 
bank of the Ribble, west of Hacking. After describing the 
descent of the Hacking Hall property, it will be my duty to 
sketch briefly the genealogy of the Braddylls, and to supply 
a nute as to their landed property in the township.

THE HACKINGS, SHUTTLEWORTHS, AND WALMESLEYS or 

HACKING IN BILLINGTON.

Probably one of the earliest clearings of land for the purpose 
of agriculture in Billington, was in that fertile and well-pro 
tected corner of it where the Calder discharges its water into 
the Ribble. This angle is occupied by the territory designated 
the Hnkkyng or Hacking. Of the family that settled there, 
and named itself after its homestead, the first member occurring 
in history is Bernard de Hakkyng, who was established here 
at the commencement of the thirteenth century. A succeed 
ing representative was, I imagine, Richard de Hakkyng; for 
the person referred to as " Bernard son of Richard," having 
lands in Billington, in Geoffrey de Bilyngton's grant to Peter 
de Cestria, Vicar of Whnlley, in the year 1257, I take to be 
Bernard of Hacking. After Richard would come this Bernard 
de Hakkyng, flourishing in the middle of the thirteenth 
century ; next appears William de Hakkyng, who occurs as 
witness to several deeds in the last quarter of the century: 
ex. gr., to Lord Henry de Lascy's Charter to Clithero, given 
about 1283 ; and to the same nobleman's charter of gift of the 
advowson of Wb alley Church to the abbot and monks of 
Stanlaw, dated 1283. In the former of these deeds the 
witness's name is spelt "William de Hackyeng;" and in the
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latter " William de Hakkyng." To one undated charter of 
Adam de Bilyngton, appear as witnesses " William del 
" Hakkyng," and "Bernard his son ;" the latter name fixes the 
next representative Bernard de Hakkyng. The last-named 
member is found as witness to a deed in the " Coucher Book" 
of Whalley Abbey, dated as early as 15J98. To numerous 
other deeds his name is appended; in one dated 1308, 
" Bernard del Hakkyng" is a witness ; and " Bern, del 
" Hakkyng" is the signature to another of the 7th Edward II 
( 1 313-4). Bernard de Hakkyng about this time held another 
piece of Innd in the adjacent township of Wilpshire, for in the 
De Lacy Inquisition of 1311 it is recorded: " Bernard de 
" Hackyng held, in Whelpshire, half an oxgang of land in 
" thanage, and paid yearly lid. and suit of the Court" of 
Clitheroe. From this Bernard the estate of Hacking de 
scended to William del Hacking. He was the last male scion 
of the Hackings of Hacking. William del Hackinge obtained 
from Earl Henry de Lacy, who died in 1310, a grant of the 
mill in Billington. Baines gives an extract from the charter 
in the Kuerden MSS., which grants " that the same 
" William and his heirs may have and hold of us and our heirs, 
" freely and for ever, the mill of Billington with all its appur- 
" tenances, which mill the same William erected on the water 
" of Kibble." The name of this representative is frequently 
met with as a witness to the Whalley Abbey charters. In the 
inquisition concerning the manor of Clio, and moiety of the 
vill of Billington, taken in the 6th Edward III (1332), 
" William del Hakkyng" was one of the jurors. Of William 
del Hacking an only daughter, Agnes, was heiress. This 
daughter married, probably about the year 1330, Henry de 
Shuttleworth, of the family of Shuttleworth of Shuttleworth- 
in-Hapton. By this marriage the estate of the Hackings 
passed to the Shuttleworths ; and also, as is believed, another 
estate of the Hackings at Gawthorpe in Ightenhill, which has
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remained with a branch of the Shuttleworths which now 
holds, and has long held, a high position among the gentry 
of the county the Shuttleworths of Gawthorpe. There would 
seem to have been some kinship between the families of 
Hacking and Shuttleworth before this alliance, for we have it 
on the authority of ancient records of this estate that Henry 
de Shuttleworth and Agnes del Hackinge had a dispensation 
from impediments to marriage through affinity.

I have now to submit a slight statement of the descent of 
the Shuttleworths. The early representation is obscure, and 
we need go no further back than the Henry de Schuttlesworth 
whose Inquisitio post mortem is dated the 3rd Edward III 
(1329). He was found to have been seized of " one messuage 
" and 20 acres of land in Shuttlesworth." That Henry de 
Shuttleworth who married the heiress of Hacking, would be 
a son of the above probably a younger son for a John de 
Shuttleworth is found settled upon the patrimony a few years 
later than the inquisition just mentioned. In the " Lansdowne 
" Feodary" of the date of 1349, it is recorded that "John de 
" Schotelsworth" then held " in demesne one bovate of land in 
" Huncot." Henry de Shuttleworth, by his wife Agnes de 
Hacking, had issue several children ; four sons occur John, 
Thomas, Ughtred, and Kobert. The subjoined abstract of a 
deed, dated 1369, found among the Hacking evidences, 
furnished to me by a member of the Walmesley family, sup 
plies some particulars concerning this possessor and his 
family :  

Sciant preserves ot futnri quod ego Joannes de Bridestwisel, capel- 
lanus, dedi, &c., Riclmrdo de Radcliffe ad totam vitam suarn omnia 
messuagia terras et ten'ts mea, &c., in Villa de Billiugton, cum uno 
molendino ac etiam in Villa de Aghton, &c., quee habet ex done et 
feoffameuto Henrici de Shottolworth et Agnetis vxoris fjus, &c. Post 
deeessum predict! Ricliardi, &c., volo quod omuin, predicta integrc 
remaneant Henrico de Shottolward et Agneti uxori ejus ad totam vitam 
illorum, &c. Et post deeessum predict! Henrici et Agnetis, &c., volo, 
&c., quod omnia pradicta integre remaueant Joanni Jilio Henrici de 
Shutelesword, et heredibus de corpora suo, &c. Et si coutingat quod
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prsedictus Joannes obierit sine heredibus, &c., tune volo, &c., quod omuia 
prffidicta integre remanpaut Thomee fratri predict! Joanniset beredibus, 
&c. Et si prsedictus Thomas obierit sine heredibus, &e., tune volo 
quod omnia prtedieta integre remaneant Uyhfredo [Ughtred] fratri 
ejusdem Thomse et heredibus de corpora suo, &c. Et si preedictus 
Uchfredus obierit sine heredibus, &c., ex tune volo quod ouinia prssdicta 
remaneant Roberti fratri ejusdem, &c. Et si prcedictua llobertus 
obierit sine heredibus, &c., ex tune volo quod omnia prsedieta iutegre 
remaneant rectis heredibus praedicta Agnetis uxoris Henrici de Shutels- 
word, &c. In cujusrei testimonium hie testibus Roberta de Cliderhowe, 
Gilherto de Levgbe, Shnone de Morley, Lawrentio Nowell et aliis. 
Dat. an. 42 Edw. III.

It seems a natural conjecture that the eldest of these four 
sons, John Shuttleworth, inherited the principal maternal 
estate of Hacking, and that a younger son heired the other 
maternal property of Gawthorpe. The Shuttleworths of 
Gawthorpe trace their line from Uchtred Shuttleworth, son of 
Henry and Agnes, who by the above document is shewn to 
have been the third son. In another deed among the Dodn- 
worlh MSS., cited by Mr. Harland in his appendix to the 
" Shnttleworth Accounts," by which John de Shuttleworth of 
Hnpton enfeoffed to Henry de Shuttleworth with others all 
his lands in Hapton the sons of Henry de Shuttleworth aro 
enumerated as William, Robert, Thomas, and Ughtrede. 
The discrepancy between the two documents is that in the 
one John Shuttleworth is named as the eldest son of Henry, 
and in the other the name is William. Uchtred or Ughtred 
Shnttleworth of Gawthorpe, the progenitor of that branch, 
was living in th« 12th Richard II (1-388-9), as is certified by 
a record that at the hall-mote at Burnley in that year, " John 
" de Eves levied a rent on <i5 acres of woodland in the vill of 
" Ightenhull, to the use of Ughtred de Shuttleworth." With 
the Gawthorpe descent we have here no further concern.

Of John de Shuttleworth, him probably whom we have 
named as the eldest son and heir of Henry de Shuttleworth, 
another of the Walmesley MSS., of which I have a rescript 
of the date of 1309, speaks as then making quit-claim of
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his messuage and ten acres in Hapton to John del Hey. 
The abstract of the deed is subjoined :  

Noverint universi per presentes me Joannem fillum Henrici de 
Shottilesworth remisisse relaxasse et omnino pro me et heredibus meis 
in perpetuum quietum clamasse Joauni filio Joauuis del Heye de 
Hapton, totum jus mouin ct clameuua quae liabui, habeo seu aliquo 
modo habere potero, in uno tnessuagio ct decem acris terrae cum per - 
tinentiis jacent juxta Shottilesirorth in villa de Hapton, quse quondam 
fuerunt Rogeri de Fennfolde, &c. In cujus rei test, sigillum meum 
apposui. Dat. anno 22 Ric. II.

The wife of this John de Shuttleworth is named " Magota " 
(? Margaret) ; but I have lighted upon no record of the 
issue of this pair. The next Shuttleworth who suggests 
himself as a representative of the Hacking line is " Robert 
" Shotylworth," whose expenses attending at Hornby, 7s. 9d., 
are entered as having been defrayed by the convent of Whalley 
in the Compotus of that house for the year 1478. Robert 
was the favourite Christian name of the heirs of the Shuttle- 
worths of Hacking for several generations. One Robert 
Shuttleworth of this house died about the year 1515. An 
Inqtiisitio post mortem of the Duchy Court, dated 7th 
Henry VIII (1515- 1C), returns " Robertus Shotilworth " us 
having held one messuage, four acres of arable laud, four 
acres of meadow, and four acres of wood, in Bilyngton, of 
the Abbot of Whalley, in soccage, by a rent of 6s, worth 
22s. 8d. Also, land in Bilyugton, of the heir of John 
Talbot, in succage, by a rent of 2d., worth 2s. [Also a certain 
chantry in the parish church of Blackburn.] Also one 
messuage, thirty acres of land, four of pasture and six of wood, 
in Aghton [Aighton], of Hugh Sherburne, Esq., in soccage, 
by a rent of l£d., worth yearly 40s. Also one messuage, 
twenty-four acres of land, eight of meadow, and twenty of 
pasture, in Simonstone, of the King, in soccage, by 2s., worth 
26s. 8d. Also premises and lands in Bilyngton, of the 
Abbot of Whalley, worth 20s. Robert, his kinsman and heir, 
was then aged five years. Robert Shuttleworth, the heir,
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succeeded in due course. He married Isabel, daughter of 
John Hoghton of Pendleton, gent. This lady survived her 
husband, and afterwards married Robert Morley of Dinkley, 
Esq. By her first husband, Robert Shuttleworth, she had 
issue several children, of whom the names occur of Robert, 
the son and heir ; probably a younger son, Charles ; and n, 
daughter, Grace, married to Raufe Parkinson of Fairsnape, 
gent. The father is the " Roberte Shuttleworth " reported in 
the survey of Whalley Abbey estates in 1538, as holding 
freely lands in Billington, for which he paid yearly to the 
lords the sum of 6s. 4d. The following abstracted deed of 
trust, executed by this member of the family, is among the 
muniments of the estate : 

This Indentin-e made, &o., between Robert Shutilworth of Hackiuge 
within the county of Lancaster, gentleman, of the one partie, and Richard 
Towuley the Elder, Esq., Alexander Hoghton, Richard Grenacres, and 
John Braddill, gentlemen, of the other partie, witnesseth that the sayd 
Robert Shuttleworth is agreed, &c., that the sayd Richard Townley, 
Alexander Hoghton, &c., shall stand and he seised of all and singuler 
the manners, lands, tenements, &c., which the sayd Robert hath, &c., 
within the towns and fields of Billington, Agliton, and Symondstone, 
&c., witli the advowson, nomination, and patronage of a chantry 
founded and made in the Parish Church of Blackburne, &c. To such 
uses and intents as hereafter ho mentioned ; that is to wit, of and in 
the manor of Hackinge, &c. To the only use of the sayd Robert 
Shuttleworth for the tenne of his naturall life, &c. In witness whereof, 
&c. Dat. anno 34 Henrici Octavi [1543].

The date of the above possessor's decease has not been 
ascertained, but tlmt he died young is pretty certain. After 
him appears still another Robert Shuttleworth, who, according;' 
to the Walmesley pedigree in St. George's Visitation, married 
Jane, sister and co-heir of Richard Browne of Ribleton ; and 
by her had issue an only daughter and heiress, Anne. This 
heiress married Thomas Walmesley, Esq., afterwards Sir 
Thomas Walmesley, knt., the judge, and conveyed the family 
estates to the Walmesleys. We now come to the descent 
of the Hacking property, and of the manor of Billington, 
through the Walmesleys of Dunkenhalgh to their successors 
the Fetre family, the present proprietors.
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The Walmesleys of Showley, in Clayton-le-Dale, were the 
parent stock of the Walmesleys of Dunkenhalgh. Thomas 
Walmesley, Esq., seated at Showley in the reign of Henry 
VIII, married Margaret, a daughter of a member of the 
Liveseys of Livesey, in Blackburn parish, and had issue eight 
sons and one daughter. The eldest of the sons was Thomas 
Walmesley, who, by a successful career in the practice of the 
law, raised his family to a position of eminence and affluence. 
My space will not allow of any lengthened biography of this 
conspicuous personage of the Elizabethan period ; and I 
content myself with summarising the chief facts known con 
cerning him. He was born in 1537, and on completing his 
education adopted the legal profession. Before 1570 he 
married Anne, daughter and sole heir of Eobert Shuttleworth, 
gent. This alliance is spoken of by Whitaker as a " wealthy 
" marriage;" with but slight warrant, 1 think, for the posses 
sions of the Shuttleworths of Hacking were by no means 
extensive. The estates to which he succeeded on his father's 
death, in 1584, were more considerable; but it was by his 
own successful legal practice chiefly, and his speculations in 
land, that his wealth was acquired. His promotion to a 
serjeantey-nt-law was quickly followed by important public 
appointments. He was a Queen's Commissioner for the 
general Military Muster of 1580 ; and on the 10th of May, 
1589, he was created a Judge of the Common Pleas. By 
Anne his wife he had issue an only son, Thomas, who heired 
all the estates amassed by his sire's energy and shrewdness. 
In the Duchy Court " Calendars" will be seen the entries of 
several suits in which Thomas Walmesley was engaged with 
one Charles Shuttleworth (an uncle, I opine, of his wife), 
with regard to the right to the Hacking property. In the 
13th Eliz. (1570), Thomas Walmysley was plaintiff, and 
Charles Shuttilworth and John Lowde, otherwise Jenkius, 
defendants, in an action as to a " messuage and lands called
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" the Hackinge," and other lands in- Billington. The same 
year, Thomas Walmysley was against Jno. Braddyll and 
others, in a suit regarding certain messuages and lands in 
Byllington, Ayghton, and Symondstone. Two more suits 
were brought by him the same year for the establishment of 
his wife's claim to the Hacking Hall estate. The calendar- 
record of one is that " Thos. Walmesley and Anne his wife," 
were against " Charles Shuttleworthe," in a " disputed claim 
" to a capital messuage called the Hackeinge, and other mes- 
" suftges and specified lands in Billington and Aighton." The 
second runs, that " Thomas Walmysley and Anne his wife, 
" reciting a former decree for quiet possession," were plaintiffs, 
aud " Charles Shuttleworth, Robert Lee, and others, also 
" claiming under a decree," defendants ; the property in dis 
pute being " a capital messuage called the Hackiuge, and 
" divers demesne lands, particularly Morehousbanks, the 
" Larkhill, the Carre, and Woodfallbanks," in Billington, 
Aighton, and Symondstone. During the later years of his 
life, Sir Thomas Walmesley, knt., was the purchaser of 
numerous estates, of which the most valuable were these :   
The hall and estate of Dunkenhalgh, the manors of Rishton 
and Church, and other properties of the Rishtons, disposed of 
by Nicholas Rishton some time before his death in 1600 ; the 
site of the suppressed abbey of Selby in Yorkshire ; a moiety 
of the manor of Samlesbury that had previously belonged to 
the Stanleys of Lathom, Earls of Derby ; some freehold lands 
in Billington ; and lands in oilier parts of Lancashire. It 
seems clear from the escheat that Justice Walmesley had like 
wise acquired the lordship of Billington with its appurtenant 
estates. Sir Thomas Walmesley rebuilt the two mansions on 
the local estates of Dunkenhalgh and Hacking. He received 
the distinction of knighthood from King James I, in 1003. 
The Judge died on the 26th of November, 1013, and was 
buried in the family chapel in Blackburn parish church. An
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elaborate tomb raised over his remains wns unfortunately 
destroyed during the civil war, thirty years after its erection ; 
the epitaph, however, has been preserved, and is re-inscribed 
upon the modern tomb of the Petres in the parish church-yard 
of Blackburn. A copy of it may be found in Baines. A 
relic of the original monument, consisting of the arms of 
Walmesley impaled with those of Shuttleworth of Hacking, 
surmounted by the knightly helmet and family crest (a lion 
statant gardant), richly sculptured in alabaster, is now fixed 
in the wall over the fire-place of the south vestry of Black 
burn new parish church. Sir Thomas Walmesley was seventy- 
five years of age at his death. The Duchy post mortem 
inquisition shewed that he was seized of the following estates, 
among others : The manor of Rishton, held of the king as 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, for the fourth part of a knight's 
fee, worth yearly beyond reprises, £0 18s. 4d. ; half the 
manor of Claiton-super-Moras, of the king, for the eighth 
part of a knight's fee, worth yearly 40s. ; half the manor of 
Biltinglun, of the king, for the fortieth part of a knight's fee, 
worth yearly £ 10 ; with the messuage called Cunliffe-house, 
and lands and tenements in Billington ; half the manor of 
Nether Darwyn, of the king, for the eighth part of a knight's 
fee, worth yearly £5 ; lands and tenements in Church, of the 
king, as of his manor of Clitherowe, in soccuge, worth yearly 
4s. ; lands and tenements in Dinckley, of the king, as of his 
manor of Clitherowe, in soecnge, worth yearly 5s. ; lands and 
tenements in Clitherowe, &c , in free burgage of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, worth 20s., &c. Sir Thomas's lady, the heiress 
of Hacking, survived him, and died in extreme old age in 
1035. The register of her burial in the parish books of 
Blackburn is: " J63fi. April 19. Ladie Walmsley, gen., 
" de Dunkinhalghe." With her, the Shuttleworths of Hacking 
were extinct. The only son and heir of Sir Thomas, also 
named Thomas, was born before 1575; he married, first,
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Elinor, daughter of Sir John Danvers, of Dantsey, Wiltshire, 
hy \vhom he had issue two sons John, who died in April, 
1600, nnd Thomas, the heir after his brother's death ; ami 
two daughters Eliza (or Elizabeth), married to Richard 
Sherburne, of Stonyhurst, Esq., and Anno, married to Sir 
Edward Osborne, of Kineton, Yorkshire. The second wife 
of this member of the Walmesleys was Mary, sister of Sir 
Richard Hoghton, of Hoghton, bart., who had issue a son 
Charles, who married a daughter of Thomas Charnock of 
Astley. Both the wives of Thomas Wnlmesley died before 
his mother ; the first, within the first decade of the seven 
teenth century ; and the second, the daughter of Hoghton, in 
July, 1682. On the 2'Jnd July of that year there appears in 
the Blackburn burial registers the line : " Uxor Thomas 
" Walmisley, Esq." The only son of Thomas Walmesley 
who lived to manhood died also before his sire ; but not until 
he had received the distinction of knighthood, on August 16th, 
1617. This second Sir Thomas Walmesley had to wife Julian, 
daughter of Sir Richard Molyneux, knt., and had issue by 
her a son and heir Richard ; sons Thomas and John, both of 
whom died young ; and a fourth son William, who married 
thrice, but died without issue; also there were three daughters 
in this generation Elinor, Julian, and Aun.

The whole lordship of Billington was in the hands of ihe 
Walmesleys in the time of Thomas the son of the Justice and 
of his sou the second knight. The Duchy inquisition, after 
the death of the latter, dated 21st Sept., 13th Chas. I (1637), 
was taken at Blackburn, in presence of Hugh Rigby, Esq., 
upon the oaths of the following jurors :  Roger Nowell, Esq.; 
John Braddyll, Esq ; Robert Sherburne, Esq. ; Ralph Live- 
say, Esq. ; John Ainsworth, Esq. ; John Clayton, gent. ; 
Thos. Astley, gent. ; Richard Hoghton, gent. ; James Whit- 
halgh, gent.; Thos. Holclen, gent.; Robert Ounliffe, gent. ; 
Roger Gillibrand, gent. ; Peter Haworth, gent. ; John Holker,
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gent ; Thurstan Maudsley, gent.; George Aynsworth, gent.; 
Thomas Osbaldeston, gent.; and Henry Walmesley, gent. 
The deceased knight was found to have been seized of the 
manors of Billing ton and Nether Darwyn, with appurten 
ances ; and (besides estates in Yorkshire) of these properties 
in Lancashire :   One messuage called Cunliffe-house, one 
garden, 80 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, and 20 acres 
of pasture, with the appurtenances of the said Cunliffe-house 
in Billington and Wilpshire ; the manor of Rishtoa with 
appurtenances ; the moiety of the manor of Clayton-super- 
Mores ; of 2 acres of meadow and 0 acres of pasture in 
Church ; one messuage, garden, and H acres of land in 
Dinkley ; live messuages, 5 gardens, 12 acres of hind, G acres 
of meadow, and 12 acres of pasture in Cliderowe; and the 
moiety of four messuages, four gardens, 40 acres of land, 
and 40 acres of pasture in the Parish of Ribchester, £c. 
The manor of Billington and Cunliffe House were held of 
the lord the King in capite, for the 20th part of a knight's 
fee. The date of this second Sir Thomas Walmesley's decease 
\vns July, 1G30; and on the 13th of that month appears iu 
the burial registers of Blackburn Church the entry :   
"July 13, Sir Thomas Walmsley, knt., of Dunkenhall, 
" sepult. fuit." The father, Thomas Walmesley, Esq., died 
on the 12th of March, 1041, at an advanced age; and the 
next inheritor of tho estates of the family was his grandson 

Richard.
Richard Walmesley, Esq^, eldest son of Sir Thomas, married 

Mary, daughter and co-heir of Bartholomew Fromund, Esq., 
of Cheame, Co. Surrey. The issue of the union were four 
sons Thomas, Richard, Charles, and Bartholomew; and two 
daughters Anne and Eleanor. In the Civil War, Richard 
Walmesley was on tho side of the king, and suffered for his 
loyalty, his seat at Dunkeuhalgh being occupied by the Round 
head soldiery. When, on the Restoration, it wns projected
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to institute a new order of knighthood the " Knights of the 
" Royal Oak" Richard Walmesley, Esq., as being possessed 
of an income exceeding £2000 per annum, wns nominated as 
a fit candidate for the honour. The three first sons of this 
gentleman, Thomas, Richard, and Charles, all died in their 
sire's lifetime, or shortly after. Thomas died nt Paris, in 
1677 ; and Richard at Rome, in I 080, a few months after his 
father. The monumental tablet of " Richard Walmesley, son 
" of Rd. Walmesley, de Dunkenhall, Lancaster," is still to be 
seen in one of the churches in Rome. Richard Walmesley 
the elder died on April SCtb, 1670, and was buried in Black 
burn Church, April 30th. By the death of his three elder 
brothers, the youngest son, Bartholomew, now became heir. 
This representative had not been many years in possession 
before he became involved in political difficulties. The 
Walmesleys of this house had always been adherents of the 
Roman Catholic Church; and, in 1087, Bartholomew 
Walmesley, as lord of Billington, sought to convert the 
chapel at Langho to Catholic uses. Of this attempt, and its 
frustration, an account will be given hereafter in my sketch of 
the chapelry of Langho. In 1093-4, however, Bartholomew 
Walmesley was arraigned on a more serious charge  that of 
complicity in a Jacobite plot for the restoration of the Stuarts. 
He was tried, with other accused parties, at the memorable 
Jacobite trials in Manchester in 1694, and was acquitted. 
For the details of his trial, I refer the members to the two 
separate records of those proceedings against the Lancashire 
Jacobites, printed by the Chetham Society. Bartholomew 
Walmesley, Esq., died in January, 1701. He had to wife 
Dorothy, daughter of John Smith, Esq., of Crabbet, Sussex. 
By her he had issue a son, Francis ; and daughters, Catherine, 
Julian, and Mary. The two younger daughters died in 
infancy, shortly after their father, and within a month of each 
other. I copy their burial records from the Blackburn parish
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register :   1702, Oct. 30. " Julian, daughter of Bartholomew 
" Walmesley, of Dunkenhall in Clayton, in y° parish of 
" Whalley, Esqr." Nov. 26. " Mary, daughter of Bnr- 
" tholomew Walmsley, of D.," &c. Francis Walmesley, Esq., 
the only son of Bartholomew, survived his sire but ten years, 
and died without issue. The Blackburn registers contain the 
entry:  171 1, May 2. "Francis Walmsley, of Dunkenlmlgh, 
" Esq. ;" showing that this gentleman, the last male repre 
sentative of the Wfilmesleys of this branch, was sepultured in 
the family chapel in the old church of Blackhurn. He was 
but in his fifteenth year at his decease, for he was horn Oct. 
13th, 1096.

Catherine, eldest daughter, and now sole surviving child of 
Bartholomew Walmesley, Esq., inherited the rich estates 
of her ancestors after her brother's death ; and carried them 
into the ennobled family of Petre, by her marriage with 
Eobert, seventh Baron Petre, of Writtle, Essex, which was 
consummated on the 1st March, 1712, the bride being then 
only fifteen years old (she was born Jan. 6th, 1697-8). The 
misfortune that seemed to hang over the destiny of every 
member of her family at this period was not escaped by this 
heiress. She became a widow at sixteen, by the death of her 
husband, Lord Petre, of small-pox, early in the year following 
the marriage. Lady Catherine Petre gave birth to a posthu 
mous child, a son, June 3rd, 1713. This infant was christened 
Robert James, and succeeded to the title. His mother, the 
last of the Walmesleys, outlived her son many years ; and 
had, for a second husband, Charles, Lord Stourton, in 1733. 
She died in 1785, aged 88.

Robert James, eighth Baron Petre, married, in 1 732, Lady 
Anne Radcliffe, daughter of James, Earl of Derwentwater; 
by her having issue a son, Robert Edward ; and three 
daughters. His lordship died in 1742, and was succeeded by 
the above son, then a boy, as ninth baron. Lord Robert
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Edward Petre married Anne, daughter and co-heir of Philip 
Howard, Esq., and had a sou and heir, liohert Edward, who 
succeeded to the title and paternal estates ; and another son, 
George William, who became heir to Dunkcnhalgh estate, 
Billington Manor, Hacking Hall estate, and other Lancashire 
properties, derived through his great-grandame. George Win. 
Petre, Esq., of Dunkenhalgh, born in 1766, died in 1797, aged 
31 : leaving by his wife Maria, a son and heir, Henry William 
Petre. This heir was born April 23rd, 1791 ; was thus six 
years old on his succession to his father ; married Elizabeth 
Jane, eldest daughter of Edward Glynn, Esq., by whom he had 
issue, sons, Henry, and George Glynn, and three daughters, 
who died in infancy. This lady died in 1828 ; and by a 
second wife, Adeliza Maria, daughter of Henry Howard, Esq., 
whom he married in 1830, he had issue two sons, Edwnrd 
Henry, born Feb. 21st, 1831 ; und Oswald, born Aug. 15th, 
1832. This lady, too, died very prematurely. I find her 
obituary in the Annual Register: "Sept. 9, 1833. In 
" Grosvenor Street, (London), Adeliza Maria, wife of Henry 
" Wm. Petre, Esq., of Dunkenhalgh, Lancashire, and sister to 
" Lady Petre." lu Nov., 1834, Mr. Petre married a third 
wife, Martha Agatha, daughter of Mr. Hoffnell. Henry Wm. 
Petre, Esq., died Nov. 26th, 1852, aged 01. His eldest son, 
Henry, succeeded to the Dunkenhalgh and Billington estates, 
and is the present possessor. Henry Petre, Esq., was born 
Aug. 27th, 1821 ; and married, Aug. 13th, 1846, Miss 
Power, daughter of the late E. Power, Esq. Besides the 
family seat at Duukenhalgh, Henry Petre, Esq., has his town 
residence at 12, Berkeley Square, London.

The descent has thus been exhibited of the manor of 
Billington from the first century after the Conquest to the 
living possessor ; first in its separated moieties, clown to the 
date when both became monastic property ; and afterwards as 
one undivided fee, passing from the abbot and monks by



208

sequestration to the Crown ; from the Crown to Holcroft; 
and eventually falling to the Walmesleys of Dunkenhalgh 
and their inheritors. From the time that the Walmesleys 
obtained the manorial rights, the freehold of Hacking, 
descending to that family through alliance with the Shuttle- 
worths, heirs of the Hackings, was attached to the mesne 
estate, and has remained an appanage thereof until the 
present day. One of the Walmesleys had previously secured 
the freehold lands that anciently pertained to the Cunliffes ; 
and within the two and a half to three centuries that the 
house of Dunkenhalgh has held this manor, other small 
estates, including the lands once pertaining to the Asshetons 
of Whalley, have been absorbed into their extensive domain ; 
until there are now no lands in the township which are not 
parcel of the lord's tenure, excepting the Braddyll and 
Brockhole estate, that is held by the representatives of the 
modern purchaser, Tnylor of Moreton, and a small estate of 
two farms, named Brickhouse and Westley, relatively of about 
58 acres and 22 acres, in the south-west corner of Billington, 
that belongs to Le Gendre Nicholas Starkie, of Huntroyd, 
Esq. It will render my record of the manorial property and 
its attached estates something like complete, if I here insert 
a category of the names and acreage of the several farms in 
Billington, the property of Henry Petre, Esq., as entered in 
the books of the latest parochial valuation of the township. 
They are as follows : 

TENANCIES ON THE ESTATE OF HENRY PETRE, ESQ., 
IN BILLINGTON (1872).

Name of Holding. Acreage. 
A. li. P. 

Dewhurst ... ........... 21 3 32
" J udgo Walmesley "

Inn and land......... 23 2 0
Snodworth (1) ......... 40 0 0
Doctor's .................. 100 223

Name of Holding. Acreage. 
A. E. P.

Brought forward ... 185 3 15 
Hillock's.................. 8 0 16
" Petre Arms" Inn and

land..................... 67 I 3
Cunliffe House ......... 76 311

Carried forward...... 185 3 15 | Carried forward...... 338 0 5
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Name of Holdiiig.

Brought forward .. 
Riley ...................
Whitehalgh Field ...... 25
Jack Green...... ........ 7
Wildman's............... 45
Colding Bank............ 16
Hacking Hall ......... 125
Snodworth (2) ......... 17
Riding's .................. 30
Noblet's .................. 31
Chew Mill (1) ......... 39
Carr Hall ............... 27
Langho .................. 75
Green Nook ............ 0
Sudell's .................. 66
Morion's ............... 21
Witham's ............... 32
Whinny Lane ......... 1
Sraalley's ............... 29
Croasdale's.. ............. 125
Chew Mill (2)............ 61
Odge Field............... 18
Jack Green (2) ......... 79

Acreage. 
A. B. P.

338 0 5
73 1 7
25 1 29

7 3 26
2 24

9
11
14
27

0
0 25
0 27
1 9
1 14
2 28
0 16
2 18
0 0
2 11
3 25
0 15
1 29
3 24

Carried forward...... 1289 133

Name of Holding. Acreage. 
A. R. P.

33
15
11

1
30
26

Brought forward ...1289 
Potter Ford ......... .. 7ft
Snodworth (3) ......... 22
Colier's .................. 53
Buckfoot.................. 44
Hillocks (1; ........... 15
Lower Elker ............ 101 3 26
LowerFold.. ............. 40 1 26
Busk Side ............... 14 3 29
Wood's .................. 53
Duxbury's ............... 35
Hillocks .................. 23
Leeming's ............... 83
Laycock's ............... 45
Chew Mill (3) ......... 0
Woodland on different 
farms occupied by H. 
Petre, Esq. ........... 39 2 20

Site of Mr. S. Long- 
worth's Cotton Mill... 530 

Land taken by Railway 
Company .............. 16 123

1 32
1 32
2 10
2 10
0 0
2 20

1961 1 24

The assessed rental value of all the lauds in the township now 
amounts to rather more than i'4,000 per aunum, or the average rent of 
something less than 30s. per acre.

A few of the names given to the farms are the ancient 
territorial designations, such as Snodworth, Cunliffe, White 
halgh, Hacking, Chew, Carr, Langho, Potter Ford, Buckfoot, 
Elker and Busk Side ; most of the others are the names of 
former leaseholders, with, perhaps, one or two freeholders. 
The railroad, appropriating 16 acres, traverses the midst of 
Mr. Petre's laud. The total acreage of these lands is close 
upon 2,000 statute acres ; to which, if we add the 740 acres 
of the Braddyll-with-Brockhole estate ; the small estate of 
80 acres belonging to the Squire of Huntroyd ; the site of 
the church and churchyard ; the land taken up in public 
roads ; and two or three building sites for villas recently 
leased to several persons, we account for the whole superficies 
of the township, computed at 2,060 acres. The original



2JO

extent of both moieties of the manorial estates could not 
have exceeded some 700 acres ; for the moiety granted by 
Henry de Lascy to Sir Adam de Hudleston is stated in the 
" Lansdowne Feodary " of 1349 to be " three carucates, "= 
384 acres (computing the carucate at 128 acres) ; and I have 
shown that all the tenanted lauds of Whalley Abbey in 
Billington at the dissolution were 459 acres, the residue being 
moor and woodland. Thus by the acquisitions of the 
Walmesleys and their successors, and the allotment of their 
proportion of common land by Act of Parliament in 1787, 
the raesne lands of Billington have been almost trebled in 
acreage since the reign of Henry VIII.

Of the ancient manor houses of Billington all traces have 
vanished centuries ago. Regarding one of the two manorial 
seats it was reported, as we saw, so far back as 1538, that 
" the Manor place is clearly decayed," and its site " plaine 
" ground," then called " Chete Yard," a plot of two acres. I 
cannot positively identify this site on the modern map or by 
personal survey. The probable site of the original fortified 
tenement of Cho 1 have formerly noticed. The lords of the 
manor have never been resident upon it since the time of the 
De Billingtons ; and that fact explains the absence for so 
long a period of any manorial mansion. But about or shortly 
before the date when the lordship passed to the Walraesleys 
of Dunkeuhalgh, Sir Thomas Wulmesley, knt., the judge, 
rebuilt on his freehold estate the hall of Hacking, in a very 
substantial manner, and may have occasionally resided there 
during the intervals of judicial duty, or while the mansion of 
Dunkenlmlgh was undergoing reedification. This fine old 
fabric of Hacking Hall merits some particular description at 
my hands ; being the only example of domestic architecture 
of any antiquity or character in Billington township ; and I 
present below some recent notes of the place.

Hacking Hall stands on the left bank of the Kibble,
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separated from the river only by a garden and a small green 
in front. At this point the Ribble, sweeping first due south 
ward, bends suddenly westward, and the Calder, after flowing 
northward, doubles back and runs south parallel with the 
Ribble n short distance, ere discharging into the latter, just 
below the Hacking Barn. The hall fronts to the north-west; 
and, as approached from the adjoining ferry, known as 
" Hacking Boat." presents a bold facade, broad and lofty 
It is known to have been rebuilt by Sir Thomas Walmesley 
knt., the Justice, in the first years of James I ; and its style 
betokens its period of edification. The frontage shows 
projecting wings at the flnnks, within which on either hand 
are narrower bays some feet withdrawn ; and in the centre is 
a fifth division of the structure, still further recessed. There 
are three storeys in elevation, and the roof-line is vandyked 
with five gables surmounting the wings and centre blocks ; 
the three centre gables being of lower pitch than the wing 
gables. The front entrance is by a broad doorway in the 
centre recess, having a slightly arched head under a ponderous 
square lintel. The windows on this front, fourteen in number, 
on the three floors, urc mullioned (the larger and lower ones 
transomed), square headed, with moulded dripstones. At each 
end of the building very massive chimneys project exteriorly, 
and there is another bold chimney projection on the back of 
the house near the midst. The farm offices form an extension 
of the main building, projecting from the rear at its west end* 
The back of the hall has four gables on the roof-line ; and 
both ends are double gabled. The exterior of this handsome 
hall is in excellent preservation throughout; so sharp in its 
stone-work that it might have been built within the present 
century. A better example of the residences of the Lancashire 
gentry at the commencement of the Stuart period cannot 
now be seen in the county than Hacking Hall. The only 
inscription about the house on the exterior is upon a stone
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fixed in the upper part of the chimney stack at the east end.; 
it bears the date " 1G07," and the initials " T. L." These 
letters are not the initials of the knight who rebuilt the hall, 
nor of any member of the Walmesleys ; they can only belong 
to some member of the Liveseys of Livesey, I think, as a 
daughter of Livesey was wife of Thomas Walmesley, and 
mother of Sir Thomas the judge ; but why the initials of a 
Livesey should appear here in preference to Walmesley, is 
what I cannot explain. In the interior of the hnll, I found 
in the large kitchen the arch of the original open fire place, 
within which, of course, modern grate, oven, &c., are inserted. 
The arch is 13 feet wide to the outside of the splayed jambs, 
and above 0 feet in height. The middle of the building on 
the ground floor is occupied by a spacious hall, about 30 feet 
by 20 feet, with diamond-flagged floor, and its wall at the 
west end panelled in plain square panels. The low arch of 
the old fire place is here seen also, of somewhat smaller 
proportions than the kitchen fire place. At the east end of 
the house a broad spiral oaken staircase leads to the first 
floor, and a smaller stair, of similar circular construction, 
ascends from the opposite end of the interior; the steps of 
both are of very thick oak. The principal chamber on the 
first floor is in the east wing of the hall ; it had in its former 
state a polished oak floor, and was panelled round with richly 
carved oak panels, one compartment of which, I am told, 
bore the arms of the builder of the mansion, Justice 
Walmesley. This carved oak work is not now here ; it was 
stripped off these walls some years back, and conveyed to 
Duukenhalgh, it is said, by George Petre, Esq., and there, I 
presume, it would now be found. On the upper floor of the 
hall the centre is open the whole length of the building, I 
should think some 70 feet or more; at each side are small 
rooms, where probably in the prosperous days of the house, 
when the lord of the manor abode here on occasion, the
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domestics of the establishment might find domicile. The 
middle space has been underdrawn, but the ceiling has been 
removed, and the storey has the appearance of a long arched 
gallery. The massive oak timbers supporting the roof are 
framed so as to form a succession of pointed arches, with the 
gable lights opening between them. The fabric of Hacking 
Hall, both within and without, is marked by great solidity 
and soundness of construction. The house is so large, that 
only a limited portion of it above stairs is in use by the 
resident farmer.

THE BRADDYLLS OF BRADDYI.L AND BROCKHOLE IN 

BILLINOTON.

At Braddyll and the contiguous tenement of Brockhole or 
Brockhall, on the bank of Kibble, both within Billington, 
was seated, so early as the reign of John Plantagenet 
(probably earlier), a family which took its name from the 
former of these residences the De Braddylls. This family 
became, in the reigns of the Tudors, one of the most 
important in Ribblesdale; and maintained, and even in 
creased, its possessions until the latter part of the last 
century, when the family estates were one by one relinquished. 
The known facts relating to the history of the Braddylls arc 
numerous, but I shall not attempt here a very elaborate 
sketch of the descent. That is rendered unnecessary by the 
recent publication of a very full pedigree, constructed mainly 
from an ancient roll of the family lineage in possession of a 
living representative, by Mr. Croston, of Manchester, which 
is inserted in the History of Satnlesbury, a sumptuously- 
printed folio, privately printed last year for \Vm. Harrisou, 
Esq., F.S.A., of Samlesbury Hall, a member of your Society. 
A slender account of the Braddylls is, however, subjoined, 
which may suffice for ordinary reference.

The primitive orthography of the name is Bradhttlt.
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Thomas de Bradhnll of Bradhull, appears in possession in 
the reigns of John and Henry III. He had three sons  
Henry, the heir; Robert, who had lands in Salesbury ; and 
Roger, who had a son Geoffrey, married to his cousin Alice, 
daughter of Henry de Bradhull. The last-named Geoffrey 
de Bradhull, by a deed transcribed in the Whalley Abbey 
" Coucher Book," conveyed to Richard de Pountchardon some 
lands of his in Billington, described as " beginning on the 
" eastern side, descending the river from a barn that hnd been 
" Elias' the son of Agnes, ns far as to Eveswall on the north 
" side, descending the river into the middle of Darnalkar, 
" and following that mediety as far as the Sandeford, and 
" ascending Sandeford Clogh on the west side as far as to 
" the road which is on the head of Thistelruydiug, and 
" following that road unto the foresaid barn." The acknow 
ledgment to be made for the land was " one barbed arrow" 
yearly at the Feast of St. Oswald. Going back to the elder 
line, Henry de Bradhull, the son of Thomas, held lands in 
Billington, and had sons, Walter (the heir), John, and Henry ; 
and a daughter Alice, married to Geoffrey her cousin. The 
succeeding scion, Walter de Bradhull, had to wife Alice de 
Dinkley, by whom he had issue sons, Roger and John. 
Roger de Bradhull, the eldest son, succeeds. He had two 
sons, Henry and John, and a daughter Alice. At this point 
there is some obscurity in the descent. In the pedigree, 
Henry de Bradhull, son of Roger, is followed in the main line 
by three Johns in succession. This can hardly be correct; 
for Heury, the father of John, occurs in documents of the 
reign of Edward II; and John, the son of Henry, in others 
of the first year of Edward III. I should, therefore, be 
disposed to discard two generations of Johns of whom 
nothing is known, and proceed as below.

Henry de Bradhull, heir to Roger, is probably he who, at 
the De Lacy Inquisition of 13! 1, held in Wilpshire, the next
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township to Billington, half an oxgang and a third in thanage, 
and paid Is. 3d. and suit of Clithero Court. Henry de 
Bradhull appears, too, as a witness in a deed of the 7th 
Edw. II (1313), and other documents of about the same date. 

i His son and heir, John de Bradhull, also occurs several times 
I in the title-deeds of Whalley Abhey, inter alia, in deeds dated 

the 5th Edward III (1331), 7th Edw. Ill, and 11th Edw III. 
By his deed of the 7th Edward III, " Joannes filius Henrici 
" de Bradhull" quit-claims to the abbot and monks till his 
right and claim in certain lands in Billington. It was this 
John de Bradhull, as I take it, who by his wife Margaret, 
daughter of Robert do Syraonston, had a son and successor, 
Henry de Bradhull, of Bradhull and Brockhole. The latter, 
again, had a son John, of Bradhull and Brockhole, whose 
son and heir was named Edward Bradhull, of the same 
places, Esq.

The son and heir of Edward was Richard Bradhull or 
Braddill, Esq. With this representative commences the 
pedigree of the Braddylls in Dugdale's Visitation. Richard 
Braddill (so the name is spelt in the Visitation), was in 
possession of Braddyll and Brockhole in the reigns of Henry VI 
and Edward IV. His wife was Margaret (Dugdale has Jane), 
daughter of Sir Win. Harrington, r>f Hornby Castle. His 
sous were John, and William, a clerk. John succeeded to the 
estates. John Braddyll, of Braddyll and Brockhole, Esq., 
married Emota, daughter of Wm. Pollard, of Billington, gent., 
and by her had issue five sons, Edward (the heir), William, 
Henry, Richard, and Bernard. All these sons arc said to 
have been living in the 36th Henry Vlli (1644-5). Edward, 
who inherited the patrimony, died on the estate in 1553. He 
hud married Jenet, daughter of Robert Crumbocke, of Clerk 
Hill, in Whalley, who bore to him a son and heir, John, and 
younger sons, Richard and William ; also a daughter Margery, 
married to John Chatborne, gent.
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It is with John Braddyll, son of Edward, that the family 
assumes a position of comparative repute and importance. 
He had to wife, in 1533, Jennet (or Jane), daughter of John 
Foster, of Whalley, gent., by whom he had two sons Edward 
and Richard ; and three daughters Jennet, Anne, and Cicely. 
He followed the profession of the law ; and at a time when so 
many alienated abbey lands were being freely disposed of by 
the Crown, no man could have had a better opportunity of 
pushing his fortune than an alert and not too scrupulous 
lawyer. John Braddyll profited as much by the occasion as 
most of the adventurous spirits of the period. He traded 
in the monastic estates to a very large extent. Having first 
obtained the appointment of bailiff of the manor of Whalley, 
belonging to the abbey, soon after its forfeiture, he eventually, 
thirteen years after, became the purchaser, jointly with Richard 
Assheton, of that rich estate from the Crown, at the cheap 
price of «£'2l3'-2 8s. 9d. Whitaker gives a list of other 
valuable abbey estates bought and mostly resold by John 
Braddyll These include lands in Bowlaud and Craven that 
had belonged to the religious houses of Kirkstall and Wballey ; 
estates in Castleton and Wiswall, belonging to Whalley Abbey , 
the manor of Barusicle, belonging to the Abbey of Pontefract; 
properties that had been held by Cockersand Abbey ; lands 
in Clayton and Hurwood, that had belonged to Whalley 
Monastery ; and numerous other estates of the same descrip 
tion. Having amassed much wealth by his traffic in these 
conventual spoils, John Braddyll died in 1578, and was 
buried at Whalley Church, November 18th, in that. year. 
His will, dated May 81st, 1678, appears in the selection of 
" Lancashire Wills and Inventories," printed by the Chetham 
Society. It was proved Sept. 1st., 1579, and is a lengthy 
document. I have not space to cite it, or to mention many of 
its directions. The testator gives to his eldest son, Edward, 
" all my bedstocks, tables, cupboards, shelves, presses, forms,
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" chests, great arks, and all the glass and iron in the windows 
" that are in my houses, hams, stables, and outhouses at 
" Brockehall and Whalley;" and upon the heir certain 
injunctions are also laid by the dying land-speculator, in a 
curious passage in the will, which, as it bears a certain 
autobiographic character, I must quote : 

To my son Edward, my best ring of gold, trusting fully in him that 
he will be natural, good, and friendly to his brothers and sisters, and 
not to contend with them for anything contained in my will, even for 
that I have taken pains to travel all my life, even to the day of my death, 
by the help of Almighty God to provide the said Edward, his heirs, and 
the rest of my children of honest living, which I would not bo forgotten, 
but to give thanks continually to Almighty God for the same. And 
further trusting that the said Edward, and John his son, and all thoir 
succession, will order themselves and their living according as I desired 
the same living of Almighty God when I had no living, which was the 
first when I had received the grace of Almighty God given to me that 
1 did suppose that I was by the sufferance of Almighty God come unto 
man's estate, and had no living nor no friend that would relieve me, my 
father being alive and not well content with me, for that 1 was given to 
gaming, and unthrift, and not willing to follow his advice, which was 
both godly and profitable if ray chance had been to have followed it, 
and notwithstanding I did consider there was no help, succour, nor 
comfort for me at no hand to lean unto, but only to call to Almighty 
God, whom I earnestly desired that I might with my sore labour and 
painstaking obtain and get truly an honest living, to maintain an honest 
house wherein 1 might bring up my wife, whose soul God pardon, 
and children, with the rest of my family, in the laws of Almighty God. 
and that 1 might be myself for a commonwealth in all things that I 
could justly do, and that I might distribute the rest that Almighty 
God pleased to send me in alms to my poor neighbours, and in this 
mind L trust to die, and after this sort I do charge Edward my said 
sou, and John his son and my godson, and their heirs, to spend such 
living as it shall please God to send them to be stewards of after my 
decease, as they and every one of them will answer nie at the dreadful 
day of judgment, when we shall all meet before the High Judge; for 
the most part of the lauds which I leave unto them was given and 
came unto me by a special gift and surrrauce of Almighty God, without 
any desert of me at ail, by reason of buying and telling of landt that I 
bought of King Henry tlie Eiijhte, and thereby gat gains to the intent 
that I should distribute to the poor, and be myself for a commonwealth 
and all my succession likewise; and so I trust Edward and John and 
all the rest will be, and not to esteem the gain of this world, neither 
in taking of fines nor raising of rente, for all things in this transitory 
world are but vain, and a short travail that we must pass through,, even 
as the Sower springeth in summer and falleth away in winter, and 
when we be dead our good deeds shall profit us when incomes and 
raising of rents shall ask vengeance afore Almighty God.

Jt must be confessed that this trader in what some will
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consider the spoil of sacrilege, displayed a becoming sense of 
religious obligation in his death, whatever he may have been 
in life. The Inquisition after John Braddyll's decease was 
taken at Whalley, on the 8th of June, 27th Eliz. (1584), 
before William Ffarington, Esq., Bryan Parker, Esq., and 
other Commissioners, by the oaths of Roger Nowell, Esq., 
and of sixteen other Jurors. The deceased was found to 
have been seized of Symondston Manor, with 12 messuages, 
and 30 acres of land, meadow and pasture, rents, &c., in 
Symondston. Also of 12 messuages, G cottages, 100 acres of 
arable land, 30 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, and 8 
acres of wood in Whalley, held of the queen in capite by 
knight service. Also of one capital messuage in Whalley. 
Also of one capital messuage, with the appurtenances, called 
Brockhole in Billington, with 80 acres of arable land, 16 
acres of meadow, 70 acres of pasture, 8 acres of wood, and 100 
acres of moor and turbary in Billinyton, held in free soccago 
of Thomas Holcroft, Esq. Also of ten messuages and two 
cottages, four messuages and one cottage, 40 acres of land, 
meadow and pasture, and one acre of wood in Dinkley. Also 
of three messunges in Wiswall, with 40 acres of land, meadow 
and pasture, and 60 acres of moor and turbary. Also of three 
messuages in Parva Harwood, 40 acres of land, meadow and 
pasture, and 0 acres of turbary in the same township, with 
one messuage and ten acres of land in the same. Also 
of other properties in Lancaster, and Newton-in-Bowland. 
Edward Braddyll was the son and next heir of the last pos 
sessor, and was aged 44 years and upwards.

From this founder of the wealthy estate of the Braddylls 
(who had hitherto but held the rank of lesser gentry), my notice 
of the family descent must be very brief. Edward Braddyll, 
Esq., heir to John, married first Ann, daughter of Ralph 
Ashtou, of Great Lever, Esq., and by her had sons, John 
(the heir), Richard, Edward (a priest), Ralph, Cuthbert,
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Gilbert, Thomas, and Bernard; with daughters, Anne, 
Dorothy, Lettice, and Jennet, a progeny of eight sons and 
four daughters. It was by this marriage, according to the 
statement of Baines (but of which I discover no confirmation), 
that Edward Braddyll obtained for his house the manorial 
rights in Billington which Ash ton of Lever is said to have 
exercised. The date of the marriage was August Gth, 1554, 
and the lady died in December, 1580. The second wife of 
this representative was Ellen, daughter of Henry Starkey, of 
Aughton, Esq. ; by her was issue a son John, and a daughter 
Katherine. Edward Braddyll, Esq., died in October, 1607 ; 
and was seized at death, by Inquisition, of messuages, lands, 
&c., in Portfield, Whalley, Brockhole, Billyngton, Dinckley, 
Stalmyn, Wiswall, Wiswall Eves, Harwood Parva, and the 
manor of Symonston. The above Edward Braddyll would 
appear to have been the last in the chief line of the family who 
kept house in Billington, at the old mansion of Brockhole. 
The earlier seat of Braddyll was previously occupied by a 
member of the Morleys of Dinkley, who had married the 
second daughter of John Braddyll. The eldest son of Edward 
Braddyll made the house at Portfield in Whalley built, it is 
believed, out of the ruins of the abbey his ordinary place of 
abode. .This successor of Edward was John Braddyll, Esq., 
of Portfield, &e., named in his grandsire's will above-cited. 
He wedded Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Brockholes, of 
Claughton. The issue were three sons, Edward, John, and 
Thomas; the first and the last dying unmarried in their father's 
lifetime, and the second, John, falling heir ; and daughters, 
Anne, Joan, Alice (born in 1593, living in IGOl), and Dorothy. 
The father, John Braddyll, Esq , died in January, 1015.

John Braddyll, Esq., the next successor, was born in 1539, 
baptized at Whalley, Sept. 19th, and was thus but 15 years 
old on his succession to the patrimony. He was of age in 
1620, and had livery of his estate on May 24th of that year.
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His first wife, Millicent, daughter of John Talbot, of Bashall, 
died in May, 1620, leaving a son and heir, John, baptized 
March 22nd, 1C 18 ; and a daughter, Ann, born March, 1015, 
buried at Whalley, July 1st, 1610. The son of this marriage, 
too, died in his father's lifetime. He was engaged in the 
Civil War, and was mortally wounded at Thornton Hall in 
Craven in 1643 ; buried at Whalley Church, July 27th. John 
Braddyll, the father, married secondly Margaret, daughter of 
John Crombocke, of Wiswall, who was buried at Whalley, 
Aug. 3rd, 1643. She had a numerous issue, consisting of 
four sons and five daughters. The sons were, Thomas (the 
heir), Edward, Roger (born in 1634, living in London 17 J4), 
and John, of whom his mother died in child-bed, and who was 
buried with her Aug. 3rd, 1643. The daughters were, 
Elizabeth and Dorothy (twins, bap. Jan. 20th, 1629), 
Millicent, Lettice, and Alice. John Braddyll died in lG5.r), 
and was buried at Whalley, April 5th. Of his personal 
history the only notable circumstance is that he was an active 
soldier on the side of the Parliament during the Civil War of 
1642-51.

Thomas Braddyll, first son of John Braddyli, by his second 
 wife, heired the estates after the death of his half-brother 
John in battle. Thomas Braddyll, Esq., born in 163J, 
succeeded his father in 1655; and in March of the same 
year married Jane, daughter and co-heir of William Rishton 
of Dunneshop, by whom (who died in 1698) he had issue, 
sons, John, the heir, and Thomas, born in 1663, and died 
Feb., 1672 ; with daughters, Anne (born 1655, died unmarried 
1782); Jane, Margaret, and Alice. Thomas Braddyll was 
in the Commission of the Peace for the county ; and in 1679 
added to the possessions of his house, by the purchase from 
Edward Southworth of the Hall and Manor of Samlesbury. 
This gentleman died in May, 1706. His eldest and only 
surviving son, John Braddyll, was his successor. John
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Braddyll, Esq., was born September Ibih, 1659. He had to 
wife Sarah, daughter and sole heir of Myles Dodding, Esq., 
of Conishead Priory, who carried to the Braddylls the pro 
perties of the Doddings, including the priory estate. The 
issue of the marriage were sons, Dodding, who died in 
early infancy ; a second Dodding, the heir, born June, 1680 ; 
Thomas, died in infancy; a second Thomas, born in 1691, 
and died in November, 1747, unmarried; John, born 109.0, 
died 1753 (leaving a son John, who died unmarried in 1705, 
and Dodding, who died without issue) ; William, born in 
1700, died without issue ; and Roger, who died, aged 13, in 
1716. The daughters were, Jane, who died unmarried; 
Margaret, born in 1696, married to Christopher Wilson, of 
Bardsey Hall, Esq. ; Sarah, died unmarried; Agnes, died 
without issue ; and Anne. It was a remarkable circumstance 
that of this extensive family of seven sons, only two had 
issue Dodding, the second son, and John, the fifth son, and 
that even in their case, posterity very speedily failed, leaving 
the Braddylls extinct in the male line. John Bnuldyll, Esq., 
died March 3rd, 172T-8, and was buried at Ulverston. 
Dodding Braddyll, the eldest living son, was next heir. By 
his wife Mary, daughter of Samuel Hyde of London, Esq., 
he had three sons Roger, the eldest, died, aged 7, in 1726-7 ; 
Robert, the next, also died in youth, and in his father's 
lifetime. Thomas, the third son, thus became heir. Dodding 
Braddyll of Braddyll, Brockhole, Conishead, and Sainlesbury, 
Esq., died the 31st December, 1748. His successor, Thomas 
Braddyll, Esq., was born in London, May 6th, 1730. He did 
not marry ; and before his death, the only other male member 
of the house, John, son of his uncle John Braddyll, having 
been dead some years, this Thomas Braddyll left all his 
estates by will to his cousin, Wilson Gale, Esq , grandson of 
Margaret, second daughter of John Braddyll, who, as above- 
mentioned, had married Christopher Wilson, Esq., and whose
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eldest daughter, Sarah Wilson, married John Gale of White- 
haven, Esq., to whom she bore sons, Wilson, heir to the 
last of the Braddylls ; Henry and William ; and daughters, 
Margaret and Sarah. Thomas Braddyll, Esq., died July 25th, 
1776, and his heir by devise, Wilson Gale, Esq., assumed 
the surname and arms of Braddyll, by royal warrant, August 
J 5th, J 776. I need follow the descent no, further, except to 
add that by the prodigality of Thomas Richmond Gale- 
Braddyll, Esq., son nnd successor of the above Wilson Gale- 
Braddyll, the rich estates of the Braddylls, including the 
ancient family property of Braddyll-with-Brockhole, in Bil- 
lington, and the fine demesnes and other lands amassed by 
purchase or acquired by marriage, were totally dissipated, and 
this once powerful and most affluent family reduced to com 
parative obscurity. . The Braddyll-with-Brockhole estate and 
other lands in Billington passed to the Taylors of Moreton 
Hall in Whalleyr and now belong to the representative of 
the late John Taylor, Esq.

A MS. volume among the Samlesbury muniments, very 
kindly placed at my use by the present lord of that manor, 
Joseph Harrison, Esq., and his son, William Harrison, Esq., 
F.S.A., contains a return of the quantities and value of all 
the timber upon the Braddyll estates at Portfield, Whalley, 
Billington, Dinkley, and Samlesbury, as surveyed by one 
James Bigland, in the year 1749. From this report I have 
copied the figures relating to the Billiugton estates, which I 
summarise below, as affording an idea of the' extent and 
nature of the woodlands in this part of Ribblesdale in the 
middle of the last century : 
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The estates in Billington held for so many ages by the 
Brnddylla, and now the property of the Rev. Rd. Edwards- 
Taylor, heir of the late John Taylor, Esq., of Moreton, are 
comprised in the following farms and woodlands, as taken 
from the last valuation of the township :  

ACREAGE.
A. H. P.

Nab Farm (1) ............ 18 I 32
Nab (2)..................... 10 3 20

ACREAGE. 
A. R. P.

Brought forward...331 1 32 
Nab Top .................. 30 3 27

Nabsido .................. 15 1 27 I Castle Field............... 25 0 31
Nab (3J..................... 21 028 New Walley (1) ......... 6 3 21
Brockholo Hall (with     (2) ......... 13 I 20

Braddyll) ...............198 2 9 New Whiles...............159 0 16
Nab (-1)..................... 27 0 32 ! Woodland, on different
Butter Glough ............ 28 0 3 farms (occupied by
New Raw........ ......... 11 3 1 owner)..................173 117

331 1 32 Total............740 1 7

The half-dozen hill "farms on the summit and sides of the Nab, and 
towards the east end of the moorland range, on the opposite side of the 
township to the river-side lands at Brockhole and Braddyll, are parts of 
the original wastes and moors of Billington, allotted to this estate on 
the general division" and enclosure of the commons and wastes in 1788, 
by the award of John Harper, Daniel Whittle, and Adam Cottam.

At the early seats of the Braddylls in this locality no 
vestige of former consideration is left. Their successive resi 
dences at Braddyll and at Brockhole, in Billington, and at 
Portfield in Whalley, have all been demolished. At Braddyll, 
upon the site of the ancient messuage, all that is seen is a 
small oblong structure, not very old, but perfectly ruinous, 
and untenanted. The situation is at the foot of the abrupt 
declivity, in which the broad low hill between Langho and the 
Ribble here terminates ; with the Dinkley Brook flowing down 
a little dell hard by ; and in front a level holme of some 
extent, whose green pastures occupy the half mile or so 
between the house-site and the river. Traces of the founda 
tions of the old hall, and of its garden and orchard enclosures, 
are visible on the uneven ground about, and a small garden 
is still cultivated in the rear of the existing ruined building.
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Brockhole Hall is situated upon the hill, where it is called 
Brockhole Scar, half a mile to the north-east of Braddyll. 
This house is large and substantial, but has been either re 
built entirely, or modernised beyond recognition of antiquity 
in its fabric. It constitutes the farin-house to the Braddyll 
and Brockhole farm, which comprises nearly 200 acres of 
some of the best land in the township.

THE CUNLIFFES OF CUNLIFFE IN BlLLINGTON.

On an estate called Cunliffe, on the south-westerly verge of 
Billington, a family of that name was settled, according to 
tradition, before the Conquest. The generations of it, how 
ever, have not been discriminated by any genealogist, prior 
to the sixteenth century. Matthew Gregson, who gives an 
account of the Cunliffes from the time of the Tudors, remarks 
of their earlier history : " We can trace no direct and clear 
" account of the family prior to Henry VII, though the rolls 
" of the castle of Clitheroe sufficiently prove that the family 
" of Cunliffe lived always at Cunliffe house [in Billington], 
" and the largeness of the quit-rents shews that they possessed 
" large property." The Cunliffes lost their estates in Billing- 
ton and settled at Hollins, in Accrington, about the period 
at which Gregson takes up their history ; and therefore with 
them, beyond that point, a record of Billington families has 
no concern. I cannot give a complete descent of the Cun 
liffes during the centuries of their proprietorship at Cunliffe, 
but some of the successive representatives are named below.

In the 35th Henry III (1250), Robert de Cundelive occurs 
as a witness to a deed of William Ferrars, Earl of Derby. 
This is the first of the name who is met with in local docu 
ments. The next is Robert de Cundeclif, who appears in 
several of the Whalley Abbey deeds on the first occasion as 
a witness to an undated deed, probably executed before the 
reign of Edward I, which began in 1272. The name is there 
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spelt " Bob. de Cundeclive." A succeeding Robert de Cunde- 
cliff flourished here, temp. Edward III. About the year 1347, 
it is mentioned that " Robert de Cundeclif " paid to the abbot 
and monks of Whalley, for a plot of two acres of abbey land 
he held, a sum of 8d. per annum. Also, in the reign of 
Edw. Ill, was a Roger Cunclyff, of Billington, whose daughter 
Margaret married Adam de Leaver. Half a century later, 
certain Cunliffes, supposed to be of the Billington stock, held 
an estate at Pleasington, in the parish of Blackburn ; which 
property Robert de Cundecliff, son of Adam, quit-claimed in 
the year 1396 to John de Aynesworth, progenitor of the 
Ainsworths of Pleasington. The next Cunliffe I meet with 
is in the accounts of Whalley Monastery for the year 1478 ; 
at that date the receipts of the foundation included this item:   
" De terris R. Cundeclyjf, vizd. Brodmede et Grenehey, 40s." 
Perhaps the above would be the immediate predecessor to the 
Robert Cundecliff who died about 1515, and who, by a Duchy 
Inquisitio post mortem of the 7th Henry VIII (1515), was 
returned as having been seized at death of messuages, lands, 
and woodlands in Billington and Wilpshire. According to 
Gregson, it was this Robert de Cunlifie who sacrificed his 
patrimony in Billington, which the succeeding representatives 
tried in vain to recover. I cite the passage from the Frag 
ments : "What completed the ruin of the Cunliffe estates 
" was the long and bloody wars of York and Lancaster, when 
" this family was plundered by both parties." . . . [In Henry 
the Seventh's time] " these disasters had so reduced the family 
" that they were obliged to mortgage the estate to one 
" Walmesley, a lawyer [grandfather, says Gregson, of Sir 
" Thomas Walmesley, the judge] ; and not being redeemed, it 
" was lost to the family, and has ever since remained with the 
" heirs of Walmesley. The son of the person who mortgaged 
" this estate attempted to redeem it, but failed ; his son was 
" a wealthier man, and would have succeeded, but died during
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" the contest; his son, however, prosecuted the suit, but the 
" Walmesleys were by this time become so powerful that he 
" gave up the attempt." The Cunliffes are nevertheless to be 
traced as living in Billington in the reigns of Henry VIII 
and Elizabeth. The Monastery of Whalley was receiving in 
1521, by the " Compotus" of that year, the sum of 4s. 8d. 
" pro terris Roberti Cundclyf per forisface." And the survey 
of the Billington estates of the suppressed abbey in 1538, 
returns Hobert Cuueliff as holding freely certain lands, for 
which he paid yearly to the mesne lords the sum of £\ 6s.

After the loss of the Cunliffe lands in Billington, the Cun 
liffes seated themselves at Hollins, in Accrington township, 
acquired by marriage with an heiress of that estate. So states 
Gregson. One descent of the Cunliffes of Hollins com 
mences with " Robert Cunliffe of Hollins, a younger son of 
" Cunliffe of Cunliffe Hall in Billington." He must have 
lived in the reign of Henry VII or earlier, for his grandson, 
Nicholas, is recorded to have died in the 26th Henry VIII 
(1534-5). Of the Cunliffes of Hollins, afterwards of Wycollar 
in Trawden, a tolerably complete pedigree has been deduced, 
and is elsewhere accessible. I need only mention that from a 
younger branch of the Cunliffes of Wycollar, anciently of 
Cunliffe in this township, were descended the benevolent 
Foster Cunliffe, Esq., merchant in Liverpool, whose monu 
ment is in St. Peter's Church, Liverpool, and his son, Sir 
Ellis Cunliffe, bart., who was Member of Parliament for 
Liverpool from 1755 to his death, about 1761.

At Cunliffe farm in Billington no erections of any antiquity 
are now remaining. An old messuage (whether of such an 
age as might connect it with the last of the Cunliffes who 
lived on the estate I cannot say), was taken down many years 
back. The present farm-house at Cunliffe is a building of 
brick and stone, apparently seventy or eighty years old. Its 
situation is at the foot of a hill at the south-western limit of 
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the township, a little off the Whalley and Preston road. The 
older house is said to have stood nearer the rivulet that flows 
at the west side of the garden than the existing tenement.

THE CHEWS OF CHEW BANK, POTTER FORD, ELKAR, 
CHEW HOUSE, &c., IN BILLINOTON.

Among the primitive settlers and cultivators of the territory 
of Billington was a family seated in that part of the vill 
denominated " Cho," and who derived their surname from 
that place of settlement. As we have observed, in tracing 
the descent of the lordship, the territory of Cho was from 
the earliest times of the Norman supremacy reputed a distinct 
manor, described in all the deeds of transfer of the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries as the " Manor of Cho, with the 
" mediety of the vill of Billington." By the first of the 
Lacys, probably, this manorial property of Cho was granted 
to the De Billingtons, who at the same time held the other 
mediety of Billingtou vill. But the Cho family (modernised 
to Chew) were from the beginning of the record tenants of 
lands in Cho manor under the mesne lords. This is indicated 
by the terms of a deed, undated, but executed early in the 
thirteenth century, by which Adam, son of Elias de Bilyngton, 
granted " to Henry, son of Hugh del Cho and Avicia his 
" wife (daughter of the donor), a certain portion of land 
" in the vill of Bilyngton, that, namely, which Henry and 
" Hugh his father nnd their ancestors held of me and of my 
" father and my [Adam de Bilyngton's] ancestors." This land 
is defined as " lying between the land of Bernard de Dynked- 
" legh on the one side, and the way that is called Mungate 
" on the other side, assart and not assart, and a certain 
" portion which is called the Halgh, between the land of 
" Richard de Brigge and the Halghegrenes; and a certain 
" part which is called the Cho, between Busceburn and Calder, 
" next the land that Elias do Plesyngton held." The above 
Hugh del Cho and Henry his son are, I think, the first
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members of the family on record. The son Henry, as the 
deed mentions, had married Avicia, a daughter of Adam de 
Bilyngton, lord of the manor. The last-named of the parcels 
of land in his tenure points out, as I infer, the site of the 
ancient manor-house of this moiety. It is the place " called 
" Cho, between Busceburn and Calder " a situation at once 
apparent on the modern ordnance map, bounded ou three 
sides by the winding river of Calder and the Bushburn brook, 
and separated from the estate of flacking by the latter 
rivulet. In the midst of this area yet stands the tenement of 
Chew Mill; north of which in the bend of the Calder, and 
formed an island by the mill race, is a plot marked on the 
map as " Castle Holme ;" in the midst of which are traces 
of a square mound, supposed to be the site of a Saxon tower, 
if not of a Roman specular fort at an earlier epoch ; the 
mound rises about four feet above the level of the holtne, and 
is quite grass-grown, but appears to be composed of alluvial 
earth and gravel from the river bed close by; there is no 
vestige of masonry on its surface. West of the Bushburn 
Brook is the plantation called Chow Bank Wood. The eldest 
son of Henry del Cho, by Avicia his wife (who was widow of 
Geoffrey de Bilyngton), was Richard del Cho, who, about the 
year 1240, granted to Beatrice, daughter of Adam de Black 
burn, the land which he held in the place called Cho, <kc. 
Richard del Cho is referred to as dwelling in his house at 
Cho-bank a few years later. A second son of Henry was 
Thomas del Cho, to whom his father granted his plot of land 
called the Halgh in Billington.

After these representatives I am unable to name any of 
the Chews of Billington for a couple of centuries, through 
that most obscure interval in genealogic history between the 
reigns of the last of the Plantagenets and the first of the 
Tudors ; before the records of the heraldic Visitations and 
the Duchy Escheats come to our assistance. In the case of 
the Chews, indeed, as of the generality of small freeholders
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and copyholders, we get no help from these sources. This 
family is not mentioned either in the Visitations or the 
Inquisitions. Elsewhere, however, reference is found to 
many successive residents in the township of the name. 
I will name some of them. In the survey of the estates of 
Whalley Abbey, cited on a former page, taken on the disso 
lution, occur, among the tenants-at-will in Billington, three 
tenants bearing the name of Chew. Richard Chew then held 
a messuage called Olgreve, and land of the extent of 27 acres ; 
likewise, in conjunction with two other parties, the same 
person held a fulling mill in the township. John Chow held 
three acres and a half of land under the monastery in 
Billington. Adam Chow had a more extensive tenancy, 
embracing 32 acres of arable, meadow, and woodland. By 
an inscribed stone at Potter Ford, dated " 1562," with the 
initials " R. A. C.,' ; we know that a Robert Chew and his wife 
Ann or Alice dwelt there at that date. The next C hews 
encountered are those named in the will of John Braddyll of 
Whalley, dated May 31st, 1578. That testament contains 
these bequests : " To my servant John Chowe, in considera- 
" tion of his honest and true service done unto me heretofore, 
" twenty pounds and his gelding that he uses most to ride on, 
" with the saddle and the harness belonging to it;" and 
to one " John Chowe," doubtless the same individual, is 
given by the testator, " all my apparel not bequeathed." 
To " Robert Chowe of the Potter Forth " (Potter Ford near 
Hacking Hall), is bequeathed a sum of five shillings. 
" Chowe Mill " is mentioned in the will. In the Braddyll 
pedigree appears a " John Chew of Parkhead," as the husband 
of Anne, third daughter of the above John Braddyll, and who 
had for her second husband Thomas South worth of Highfield, 
gent. The above Robert Chew of Potter Ford was progenitor 
of a second Robert Chew of Potter Ford, yeoman, who was 
baptised at Whalley Church, January 23rd, 1600; and he 
had a son Richard, baptised December I Oth, 1 619, at Whalley.
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The latter Richard Chew resided at Potter Ford, and subse 
quently at Elkar, and was the first of the Elkar branch of 
the Chews. His eldest son was named Richard. He was 
baptised at Blackburn Church, in the registers of which 
appears : " Richard, son of Richard Chew of Elkar, yeo- 
" man," baptised July 30th, 1654. This son succeeded hia 
father in the occupation of Elkar, and I take him to be the 
" Richard Chew de Elknr," who, in 1684, gave 10s. towards 
the endowment of Laugho Chapel, and who was buried at 
Whalley, November 8th, 1721. The succeeding representative 
is Richard Chew of Billington, yeoman, who died in 1726; 
was buried at Whalley, July 28th, 1726; and of whose 
property letters of administration were granted November 2nd, 
1726. This Richard Chew had married, at St. Mary's Church, 
Clitheroe, May 8th, 1701, Christiana, daughter of   Kcndall, 
by whom he hnd issue a son and heir, Kendall Chew, baptised 
at Blackburn Church, February 22nd, 1703; younger sons, 
John, baptised at Blackburn, December 17th, 1705; Richard, 
baptised at Blackburn Church, September 18th, 1709; 
Thomas, baptised at the same church, Jan. 30th, 1713 ; and 
a daughter, Dorothy, baptised February 5th, 1707, and died 
in London. The mother of this family, Christiana Chew, 
was a widow from 1726 to 1 763, when she died at an advanced 
age, and wns buried at Whalley, April 17th, 1763. Kendall 
Chew of Elkar, gent., heir to Richard, had to wife Ann 
Stones of Read and Carter Place, Haslingden, the marriage 
being performed at Blackburn, May 18th, 1736, by license, 
granted by Rev. John Holmes, Curate of Haslingden. The 
issue were, a son, Richard ; and daughters, Elizabeth, born in 
1741 ; Ellen, born in 1743 ; Ann, born in 1745 ; and Betty, 
born in 1747. Mr. Kendall Chew occurs as a tenant of 
Braddyll's in 1749 ; and in the same year paid land tax fof 
his freehold lands in Billington. He died in 1764, and was 
buried at Whalley, July 30th. Concerning his only son, 
Richard Chew of Billington, gent, I lack inforinatioff
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(beyond that he had in 1773 a pew by faculty in Langho 
Church) ; but it is probable he died without issue, if not 
unmarried. Of John, brother of Kendall Chew, the record 
also fails ; but I have been supplied by living descendants 
with the descent from Richard Chew, a younger son of 
Bichard Chew of Elkar. This was Richard Chew of Whalley, 
saddler, who, by his wife Elizabeth Parr of Whalley, had a 
son Thomas. The father died in 1 780, and was buried at 
Whalley, May 7th. Thomas Chew, the son, of Whalley, 
afterwards of Hnslingden, saddler, born in March, 1736, 
married, at Haslingden, October 18th, 1763, Isabella Watson, 
and had by her the following issue :   Kendall, the eldest son, 
baptised at Whalley, June 29th, 1764; Richard, born June, 
1768; and John, of Friar Hill, Haslingden, born January, 1774.

Kendall Chew, eldest son of Thomas Chew, of Whalley, 
who was a miller at Haslingden, by his first wife, Betty 
Ormerod (married in May, 1787, and died Aug., 1789), had 
no issue. He married, secondly, in 1790, Betty Nuttall 
(died in 1820), and had sons, John (of Haslingden, baptised 
July 5th, 1792, married Mary Heys), William, and Thomas; 
and daughters, Betty and Rachel. The father, Kendall 
Chew, died in 1843, and was buried at Whalley, Sept. 21st. 
Going back to Thomas Chew, fourth son of the Richard 
Chew of Billington, gent., who died in 1726, I find that he 
married at Whalley, Jan. 6th, 1735, Margaret Horrabin, and 
had issue a son, Richard, in 1741, who resided in Billington, 
and was buried at Langho Church, July 21st, 1782, having 
had, by his wife Sarah, daughter of Edward Ainsworth, of 
Pleasington, Esq. (whom he married Jan. 5th, 1763, and 
who died July 6th, 1802), a son Kendall Chew, of Billington, 
tanner, born Aug., 1766, and married Elizabeth Dewhurst; 
and a younger son, born in October, 1773.

One of the most reputable members of the local family of 
the Chews was that John Chew who, in 1629, left liberal gifts 
to Whalley school, and to the poor of Whalley parish.
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Bishop Gastrell, in his " Notitia," writes of these donations :  
"Given by John Chew, gent., in 1029, £10, the interest to 
" be paid to the usher" of Whalley school; and as to the 
poor-stock, that of it "£68 odd money" was given by " Mr. 
" John Chew of Whalley." The exact amount of Chew's 
charity for the poor was £63 5s. 5d., and it was given in, or 
prior to, the year 1629. It is now known as " Chew's Dole," 
and, with additions of subsequent charities, was applied to the 
purchase of an estate in Great Harwood that now produces 
an annual rental of £46 16s. applied to the relief of the poor 
in the eight townships contributing to the repair of Whalley 
Church.

Another branch of the Chews, of respectable standing, is 
mentioned in the church records of Langho. One of the first 
is " Mr. Edward Chew, of Billington," a soi* of Thomas 
Chew, of Billington, who married, in April, 16'>6, Ellen, 
daughter of Wm. Chew, of Billington. Edward Chew writes, 
on March 7th, 16GO : " John Osbaldeston, of Billiugton, did 
" assign to my father (by the lord's consent) one cottage or 
" dwelling-house, with a smithy ami a barn, at Langho, with 
" a little parcel of ground, for and during his term and tenant- 
" right therein," &c. In a subscription list for the augmenta 
tion of the living of Langho Chapel, made up in 1684, which 
will appear in the second part of my paper, there appears no 
fewer than five Chews, of distinct branches, as subscribers, 
namely, Edward Chew, Leonard Chew, John ('hew do Langoe, 
Richard Chew de Elkar, and Richard Chevv de Whitwams. 
An " Edward Chew, of Billington, gentleman," is a deponent 
in the cause concerning Langho Church in 1687, hereafter to 
be recorded at length. This gentleman was then 50 years old, 
and states that he " was born in Billington, aud hath lived there 
*' all his time." The affix of " gentleman" denotes this per 
sonage as a man of some estate. It was, I conjecture, a son of 
this Edward Chew, also named Edward Chew, who built the 
house in Billington now known as the " Asylum" (having, some
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years ago, been devoted to the purpose of a private retreat for 
imbeciles). This ^tenement stands close to the railroad, at 
the foot of the hill, on the south side of the township, and is 
reached from the Whalley and Blackburn road by an occupa 
tion road opposite the " Petre's Arms." The house is a good- 
sized and substantial structure,'the main part a parallelogram ; 
the front towards the south having a square-headed doorway 
in the centre, on the lintel of which is the inscription   
" E : A: C : 1702." The initials stand for Edward and [Anne 
or Alice] Chew. Edward Chew had two sons, viz. Abraham, 
"son of Edward Chew, of Billington, yeoman," baptised at 
Blackburn, Jan. 28th, 1707-3, and James, born about 1713 ; 
also a daughter Elizabeth, born in January, 1712-3. The father 
would be the " Edward Chew, of Billington, gent.," buried at 
Blackburn Church, April J5th, 1743. Abraham, the first of the 
two sons noted, did not marry, and died in 17C7, as tells his 
grave-stone over the Chew vaults at Langho Church :   
" Abraham Chew, batchelor, in Billington, interred April 17th, 
" 1767, aged CO years." The brother, James Chew, practised 
as a surgeon for some years in the township. He had sons, 
Abraham and James. James Chew, the father, died in 17(58. 
The tombstone in Langho churchyard records : " James 
" Chew, surgeon, of Billington, interred July 5th, 17G8, aged 
" 54." His sons both followed the medical profession. 
James Chew the younger married a daughter of Major 
Clayton, of Little Harwood Hall, but had, 1 understand, no 
issue. Abraham, the other, son also adopted the family 
profession of medicine. Dr. Abraham Chew it was who 
established in Billington the private asylum for insane persons, 
lie had a pew in Langho Church, concerning which the entry 
appears in the parish books: " 1770. To Abraham Chew, 
" chirurgeon, for leave to erect a new, handsome, and con- 
" venient pew in a certain vacant space at the N.W. end of 
" the chapel." By his wife, Jane, this gentleman had a son 
Abraham, born in 1773; and daughters, Ann (married to
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Revd. Wm. Barton, incumbent of Langho and Great Harwood), 
Jane (born in 17G5, who married one Hesmondalgh, and 
resided at the Asylum after her father's death, dying April 
7th, 1805, aged 90), and Alice (born Jan. 27th, 1779), 
married Mr. Thomas Carr, of Blackburn, and died a widow 
at Whalley Abbey, Jan. 9th, 1859, at the age of 80, being 
interred at Langho Church. Dr. Abraham Chew died in the 
year 1800 ; and one of the slabs within the railed enclosure 
of the tomb of the Chews at Langho, is inscribed : "Abra- 
" ham Chew, surgeon, of Billingtou, died July 2nd, 1800, 
" aged 52;" also, " Jane Chew, his widow, died Oct. 12th, 
" 1807, aged 67." The son of this pair, Abraham Chew, 
practised as a Doctor of Medicine in Blackburn, where he 
established a good practice; and the esteem in which he was 
held in that town is attested by a handsome memorial tablet 
with bust surmounting in white marble, placed upon the wall 
of St. John's Church, Blackburn, which was provided by 
public subscription shortly after the death of this younger 
Dr. Abraham Chew. He died, the marble records, " after a 
" short illness, April 2nd, 1819, in the 46th year of his age, 
" deeply regretted ;" and beneath, the following tribute to his 
character appears : " In memory of Abraham Chew, Esq., 
" late of this town, surgeon, a man distinguished by integrity 
" and benevolence of character, by mildness of disposition, 
" affability of manners, and every social quality calculated to 
" ensure general esteem. In the exercise of his profession 
" his skill, humanity, and assiduity were highly conspicuous ; 
" his charity was extensive, and of all measures conducive to 
" the public benefit he was ever found the zealous, able, and 
" active supporter."

Besides the house which was the residence of the best-known 
branch of the Chews the building erected or rebuilt in 1702, 
aud known as "The Asylum," I have alluded to other tene 
ments of various members of the family within Billington. 
The oldest of these is that of Potter Ford, near the Calder,
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a little to the east of Hacking Hall. The house at Potter 
Ford is of respectable dimensions, with the usual external 
tokens of Elizabethan domestic architecture. It may have been 
built about the first years of Elizabeth's reign, for a broken 
stone which surmounts the gateway in the low garden-wall in 
front of the house bears the date atod initials " 1562. R.C.A." 
The initials will stand for those of that " Robert Chowe, of 
" the Potter Forth," mentioned in John Braddyll's will in 1578, 
and of his wife, Anne, Alice, or Agnes. Potter Ford house 
must have been altered internally in JO 10, by its then pos 
sessor, Edward Chew, whose initials with those of his wife, 
and the date, " E.A,C. 1C 10," are cut upon the lintel of the 
kitchen fire-place, and are repeated OD the chimney-piece of a 
chamber upstairs. Lower Elker was another residence of the 
Chews. Until recently there was a large house of some 
antiquity on this farm ; but it has been demolished, and a 
brick house built for the farmer in 1865. At Elker, the next 
farm to the south, an old house is remaining, of which the 
only noteworthy feature is a stone panel, in the upper part of 
the gable nearest the road, enclosing the quaint figure of a 
winged saint, probably a stray bit of sculpture from Whalley 
Abbey ; for the shield upon the breast of the figure bears the 
arms of Paslew (as inserted in the wall of the residence of 
the Paslew family at Wiswall Hall), viz. : argent, a fess 
between three mullets, sable. Jn the corner of the fold at 
Elker stands the shaft of a sun-dial, ornamented on one fuce, 
and bearing the initials, " tf.M.M." with the date, " 1685."


