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AND LIVERPOOL NOTABILIA.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith. 

FEBRUAII* 20rii, 1878.)

General.

Ax interesting and valuable contribution to our topographical 

literature lias recently been issued from the Chiswick press, in 
" A History of the Ancient Hall of Samlesbury in Lancashire, 
" with an account of the earlier Possessors, and particulars 

" relating to the more recent descent of the Manor, derived 
" chiefly from unpublished and authentic sources," by James 
Croston. The author commences with a description of the 

picturesque old mansion, which we agree with him in consider 
ing one of the earliest and best examples of old English 
domestic architecture that Lancashire possesses ; aud conse 
quently the. good taste displayed by the present proprietor in 
its " magnificent restitution," we feel to be cause for general 
congratulation. To those, however, who are .acquainted with 
the paper by Mr. Alfred Himmcr upon the old manor-house,* 
aud who open this elegant volume for further information of 
an antiquarian or even topographiual character, the result will 
prove eminently disappointing; and it speaks well for the 
character of our records, as also the care and research of 
Mr. Riuimer, that he has garnered the archaeological harvest 
so thoroughly. His lithographed illustrations furnish cha 
racteristic views of the old hall exteriorly, and of the end of

  Trantactiont, Vol. IV, p. 38.
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the " gallery" internally, and a comparison of the latter with 
Mr. Croston's representation of the same apartment in its 
restored condition, aflords considerable interest. Although 
we should gladly have welcomed some new historical particu 
lars, their absence is infinitely preferable to groundless theory. 
The great bulk of this volume results from the mass of general 
history with pedigrees of the several families successively 
possessing or occupying Sumlesbury, Holland of Upholland, 
Southwood of Southwood, and Bradyll of Bradyll conclud 
ing with notices of that of the present occupier, William 
Harrison, Esq., F.S.A. The work, which is very handsomely 
executed, is issued privately, and as only two hundred copies 
have been printed for presentation, the Society is fortunate in 
being one of the favoured recipients.

Roman and other Remains at Wilderapool.

We reproduce this heading, although Dr. Kendrick reports 
" no effects." It appears that the workmen still engaged 
upon the removal of sand, incumbent on the site of the old 
Roman station, now presumed to be the Condate of Antonine, 
have been working for some time past on the north bank of 
the canal, upon soil thrown out during its construction in 
1811. Thus little chance of any discoveries has occurred, 
and for many months a few fragments of Roman-British 
pottery constitute all the relics recovered.

Mr. John Paul Rylauds, F.S.A., reports the occurrence of 
a mediaeval belt-hasp in latten, under the foundation of an 
old cottage in Church Street, Warrington. It much resembles 
one found on the Meols beach, being circular, two inches in 
diameter, and furnished with a straight central bar, which is 
plain. The flatter and circular portion is rudely notched, 
diagonally, in ornament: it is somewhat curved forward near 
the junction of the bar on either side; the opposite face is 
quite plain.
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Roman Coin at Charley.

The excessive rarity of relics of the Roman occupation 
within the bounds of south-west Lancashire, renders any dis 
covery, especially in the class of coins, one of importance. 
We, therefore, gladly chronicle the unrecorded occurrence 
here of a Sestertius, orjirsl-brasn of Domitiun (A.l). 81-96), 
bearing a fine bust of the emperor; reverse, himself in the 
character of .Jupiter, seated. The alkalis of the soil in which 
the coin has been so long embedded, have all but destroyed 
the rim, nnd with it the legibility of the inscriptions ; but 
" Cos. XV," after the title, supplies the actual date, i.e., fif 
teenth consulate, or A.U. 91. The piece was discovered some 
years ago at Heapey, about two miles to the northward of 
Chorley, and a little westward of the Roman road from Wigan 
to Walton-le-Dale, the presumed Coccium of Antonine.

Early Seal of the Pule, Poole, or Poolcy Family.

We had the pleasure of inspecting, about three years ago, 
a recently found medieval seal (fig. 12), but were unable to 
obtain reliable information as to the site of the discovery, 
which now we have good reason for believing to have been 
somewhere in North Cheshire. This conviction is strength 
ened by the name it bears, that of one of our oldest county 
families. The seal is composed of nn oval rirn in silver, in 
scribed in letters of the latter part of the thirteenth century, 
" SIGILL : PHILIPPI PVLE," the Seal of Philip Pule  
prefixed by a very plain form of the cross potent, which 
appeal's upon one of the earliest varieties of Henry the 
Second's silver pennies. This rim forms the setting of a well- 
cut oriental carnelian, which bears an antique intagliate group, 
representing the Phoenician and Greek goddess, Cybele (Opx or 
Buna Dea of the Romans) enthroned and seated, wearing a 
radiated crown, and holding in her right hand a branch of 
pine, this tree being sacred to her, and emblematic of pro- 
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ductiveness ; two lions are seated before her, oue at the foot 
of each facial angle of the throne.* The more frequent 
appearance of this " mother of the gods," (daughter of Coelus 
and Terra, and dating some thousand years B.C.,) on works 
of antique art, is in a car or chariot, drawn by the lious, the 
goddess wearing a turreted crown.

Mediaeval seals, set with antique gems, are by no means 
frequent, and they constitute, as it is hardly necessary to 
state, a most interesting and valuable class of remains, seldom 
seen, except in the collection of some mediaeval antiquary, or 
the shop of a jeweller of the higher class. It is a fortunate 
circumstance when one of the latter recognises their value, 
and Mr. Mayer has loug felt so great an interest in them as 
to secure for his private collection any available examples, the 
present one included. Without doubt this collection, ade 
quately illustrated and described, will, sooner or later, form 
the pabulum of a handsome volume, and a most desirable 
addition to antiquarian literature and research.

The settlement of the family of Pule as lords of the manor 
of Over, and Nether Poole in Wirral hundred, dates at leant 
from the beginning of the twelfth century, Poole Hall 
being its chief seat ;t but Robert de Pulle marrying temp. 
Richard II a co-heiress of the Capenhurst family, became 
possessed of its hall (a fine old timbered one) with one-third 
of the manor, the remainder falling to the Cholmondely family, 
which, at a later period, purchased the third, but disposed of 
the whole estate to a Richard Richardson, Esq., who took 
down the ancient mansion.* Dr. Orraerod finds a quit claim 
by Gillian, Basilia, and Alicia de Pulle, sisters, of IV bovates 
in Pulle, of which they had been previous claimants, to 
William le Hare de Pulle, the Tuesday before the feast of St.

* Hipponiancs and Atalanta, transformed for profaning her cavern, 
t Lyuons, p. 663. J Ibid, p. 775.



117

Simon and St. Judo, next after the journey of Humilpli of 
Chester and Lincoln to Jerusalem.*

Several sepulchral monuments of the Pules or Pulles for 
the name seems formerly to have been as indifferently spelt 
Pol, Polle, Pule, or Pulle, as it is now Pool, Poole, or 
Pooky exist in the parish church of Great Budworth, near 
Northwich. James Poole, Esq., of Poole Hall, was created 
a baronet in 1697. This mansion, probably the second on 
the site, was erected in the middle of the sixteenth century, 
and the date 1574, appears in one of the apartments. Our 
Society's museum contains some weapons in iron, found in the 
moat here, and of the time of the civil war.

The name Philip does not occur either in the pedigree of 
" Poole of Poole," published by Dr. Ormerod in his History 
of Cheshire,^ or, apparently, in any of the llarleian MSS. in 
the British Museum relating to the genealogy or heraldry of 
this old county family; but its absence here is no proof of 
non-existence, through the persistent omission, in the earlier 
portion of the main pedigree, of nil the younger sons as well 
as the daughters. Thus only the oldest, or eldest surviving, 
son, who carries on the succession, appears as the representa 
tive of his generation, a practice which, we need scarcely 
remark, entails endless trouble and untold mortification upon 
the hapless genealogical student.

Of two interesting and early pewter seals of local gentry, 
found on the Cheshire sea-beach, both remained for many 
years devoid of any proven connection with their well-known 
families, whilst one that of Amabel de Lathun no doubt 
an ancestress, collateral if not direct, of the Earls of Derby  
remains to this day all but a mythical personage, as we have 
repeatedly enquired in vain for any light reflected on the

  Calrndar of Enrollment!, Memoir of the Chtfhire Dontf.nday Roll, p. 12. 
t Vol. II, p. 235.
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subject, from the " Illuminated and Emblazoned Pedigree of 
the noble House of Stanley." The other seal is that of 
William de Moles, lord of the sen-destroyed manor of Meoles, 
who lived a century before the commencement of the family 
pedigree as given by Dr. Ormerod ; but even had this genea 
logy included several earlier generations, it is very improbable 
that the names of the junior branches would have been given, 
and no place would have been thus found for this William's 
younger son John, who, removing to Leyland, there founded 
the knightly house of Ffaryugton of Leyland.

Returning to the Poole family, the identity, as one of its 
members, of a certain notorious William Poole of Lancashire, 
who, assisted by a party of friends, effected a lawless raid 
upon Bewsey Hall, near Warr'mgton, and a rape of its fair 
mistress, Lady Boteler was some years ago the subject of a 
close investigation by Mr. Beamont, of Warrington. The 
'Harleian and other MSS. in the British Museum were ran 
sacked, and many extracts made, and coats of arms copied, in 
this service, and the result, though not fully satisfactory, 
confirms \Vm. Poole's connexion with Cheshire, in that he is 
proven to have served under Sir William Boteler (father to 
Sir John, husband of the lady), who died in France shortly 
before the battle of Agincourt, a fuel which adds, to his 
atrocious criminality, a flagrant disloyalty to the memory of 
one under whose banners he had fought upon a foreign soil. 
These MSS., unfortunately, shed no additional light upon 
the pedigrees of the Pooles in the latter part of the thirteenth 
or the commencement of the succeeding century, to which 
period the fabrication of our seal must certainly be assigned. 
More clearly to illustrate the ascription, we append an 
extract of the first five generations. Though these are only 
represented by as many heads of the family in succession, 
without doubt most of them had younger brothers or own 
cousins, unrecorded and therefore unknown.
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Poole of Poole.
ARMS. Azure, n lion rampant, argent, within an orlooffleur 

de lis, argent. CREST, a griphon's bead, azure, beaked and 
eared or, ducally gorged.*

Robert Pull, alias Poole, or tie la Poole, or Lord =- Rliz. dtr. of Hugh 
of Pulle, surrendered some pasture de Baby, 
land to the Abbey of Stanlow.f

Reginald de Pulle, living in the time of = Matilda, widow of Rich, de
Simon, Abbot of St. Werbnrgh, 
between 1265 and 1289.

Coudrey and dtr. and co 
heiress of Geoffrey, the cook 
of Lea and Newton, master 
cook in fee of the Abbey of 
St. Worburgh.

James de Pulle, obiit. 1 Ed. II, grantee = 
of lands in Capenburst from 
Hugh de Bernstou.

Robert de Poole, obiit. 3 Ed. III. =
I

dtr. and heiress of Tims.
de Capenhurst.

Sir John Poole, Knt, 3 Rd. II. =

This knight had issue five sous and a daughter, forming the 
first generation in which all its members are specifically named.

We have little hesitation in referring this seal to the time 
of the Reginald here mentioned, or to that of his son James; 
and consequently assume that, if the full pedigree were known, 
it would shew one or other of these gentlemen to have pos 
sessed a younger brother mimed Philip, who, possessing ft 
finely-cut intagliate gem, had the good taste to utilize it hy 
incorporation in his necretum or personal seal. Surprising 
virtues were held to be innate in such precious relics of undent 
ivrt, and superstition doubtless had to some extent " a finger 
" in the pie ;" but we will let this pass. Through the kindness 
of Dr. Kendrick we are enabled to exhibit (see fig. II) an 
impression of a somewhat later and hitherto unpublished seal, 
belonging to another scion of this family, a Henry Ic Pulle,

  Another crest WM granted 4 Hy. VIII; a buck's bend, cabosaed, gules, 
attired, barry of five piecM, <uur« and or, the sinister horn countercharged.

t Document dated 1270, vidf Mr. JOB. Boult's brochure ou Mertey Local 
Xomenclaturr.
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(temp. Ed. Ill,) but who likewise proves " conspicuous by 
" absence" i'rotn the published genealogy, and may nlso have 
been a younger son. This small seal, of pointed oval form, 
displays in the field a Fox carrying off a Goose, the inscrip 
tion being, " Crede michi" Believe in me !

The origin of the family, according to the Harleian MS. 
2142, fol. 84'-' and the assertion of Lysons, is placed in 
Barrets-Pocle in Acton ; but if this be true, it must have 
been a humble one, inasmuch es no such family obtains any 
mention in Mr. Ormerod's excellent History, either under the 
heading of Acton or any adjacent township. At the head of 
the MS. just named we find an important introductory note, 
apparently itself a quotation from some old deed " Theis 
" Pooles have byne at Poole tyme out of mynde, as by ould 
" deeds," which unless this Poole be indeed Barrets-Poole, 
of which we see no confirmation seems to locate the family 
on the Mersey bank.

The origin of this thoroughly Cheshire patronymic is self- 
evident, every creek or little bay of the Mersey, the Dee, and 
their tributaries, being called in old style, pol, pul, or pulle. 
From the distance of n few miles above Warrington bridge 
downward to the mouth of the Mersey estuary, pool appears 
in our local nomenclature no fewer than a score of times, vi/.., 

Riyht Bunk. Left (or Cheshire) Bank.
Widnes Pool. Statham Pool.
Pool Mouth or Fresh Pool, Wilderspool. 

Snnkev. Stanlaw Pool.
Boat House Poo

Runcorn. 
Dungeon Pool. 
Otterspool. 
Liverpool.

Pool Hall Channel.
       Rocks.
      Deep.
      Banks. 
Overpool. Netherpool. 
Pool Hall. 
Bromborough Pool. 
Tranmere Pool. 
Birket Pool. 
Wallasey Pool, 
Pool ton,



The main branch of the ancient family of Poole, of Poole, 
was represented, half a century ago, when Dr. Ormerod wrote, 
by the Rev. Sir Henry Poole, of Poole and Lewes Priory 
(Sussex), a grandson to William, younger brother of the first 
baronet, Sir James, thus created 25th Oct., 1C77. One branch 
of the old stem became reduced in circumstances, and its last 
member died some years ago in the workhouse at Warrington. 
The poor fellow was an imbecile, but the following story is 
told to his credit: Some felon, of very powerful bodily frame, 
but slow of apprehension, when brought to the gaol, could 
not be induced to enter, and planted his hands so firmly 
against the jambs as to place the servitors of the law in a 
dilemma. They were, however, relieved by poor Joe Poole, 
who calling out, "Back'im in" "Back'im in," the apt 
advice of the fool was taken, and the " gaol bird " quickly 
secured.

Miscellaneous Objects at Walla*ey.

A silver penny of Edward I, minted at Bristol, and in a 
tolerable state of preservation, has lately been found in thu 
market garden of Mr. Samuel Strong, whom we have men 
tioned* as the owner of an adjacent cottage of considerable 
age, the old clay flooring of which had been strengthened by 
the insertion of bones of tc/tates, including a caudal vertebra, 
still very hard. Attached to Mr. Strong's house, and separating 
it from the cottage, stands an ancient barn, but probably 
originally a house ; its walls are still backed with clay, and 
the oilier one lacing the village street contains near the centre 
a stone tablet bearing the date 1681, surmounted by a large 
fleur-de-lys in relief on recessed ground. A copper fart/tint/ 
of William III, dated 1606, and in good condition, was 
recently turned up by the spade in the same garden where the 
Edwardian penny occurred, and which lies behind. It very

  Traniactioni, N.8., riii, 129,
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probably was lost by the builder of the erection just named, 
or one of his family. It will be remembered that William III 
is locally believed to have slept one night in one of the 
Wullasey hostelries, before embarking with his troops from 
Hoylake water for Ireland, in May, 1690. Another of the 
VVallasey gardens has produced an example of the copper tally, 
formerly used in connection with the Liverpool dock works ; 
it has been hammered around the edge, but had originally the 
size of the broad rimmed penny current at the commencement 
of this century, and bore on one side an anchor and shield, 
entwined by a scroll, inscribed " Liverpool Docks ; " reverse, 
" Load of 8tone."* Here also the heads of clay pipes of the 
last two centuries are not unfrequently found, and, as usual, 
thrown away ; among a few recently saved we notice two of 
the 17th century, bertring their potters' stamps, one being 
" P. L." within a radiated crescent, and surmounted by a 
sprig, the other " I. B.," within a somewhat similar device. 
A specimen of the same date and found at Poolton village, 
bears H T S within a plain circle ; so far as we know, it is the 
first occurrence of this stamp in our neighbourhood, and 
would seem to imply a partnership in the manufacture, pro 
bably a man and his wife, or two brothers, T being the initial 
of the surname.

Relict of Latliom House and ilx Remarkable Sieges.

Few of the numerous old moated mansions of Lancashire 
outvie Old Lathom House in historic interest, and yet its 
early history remains a total blank! Seacome, in his 
" Genealogical and Historical Account of the Ancient and 
" Honourable House of Stanley, from the Conquest to the 
"Year 1741," positively makes no mention of this its chief 
mansion until within a century of the latter date ; but it is 
believed to have been erected as early as temp. Ed. I, and by

* Vide pp. 148-9,
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Robert de Lathom, formerly La tun or Lathun. This pnlatiul 
fortress was visited by several of our sovereigns, including 
Henry VIII, Elizabeth, and James I ; it possessed nine line 
towers flanking each other, the central one being so elevated 
as to command all the rest, with a general sweep of the 
surrounding country, although the site of the building is said 
to have been flat, the ground rising upon all sides. Outwardly, 
a wall G feet thick, studded with numerous turrets, a fence of 
strong and high palisades, and a moat, 24 feet wide and 0 feet 
deep, completed the fortification.

Great uncertainty exists as to the exact site occupied by 
this ancient building, inasmuch as that of the present one 
does not answer to Seacome's description ..." may 
" be compared to the palm of a man's hand, flat iu the middle, 
" and covered with a rising ground round about it." The 
present Lathom Hall, partially built by William Uth Earl of 
Derby, stands certainly upon very level ground, but this falls 
away to the enst, whilst on the opposite side it rises con 
siderably, and is crowned by ornamental trees. On the other 
hand, we are assured that whenever any excavation has been 
recently made near the hall, the soil has proved replete with 
rubble and debris from the older building, to a depth of many 
feet, thus constituting a more elevated and healthier founda 
tion. We think that to a great extent the two houses hod a 
common site, the present cellarage being unusually strong and 
spacious, whilst a portion of the old chapel, of which the 
greater part of the stonework of a window lies in the grounds, 
is known to have been incorporated in the south front of the 
present hall, nearly opposite to which, and not far from the 
entrance, several skeletons have in recent years been found ; 
and as no coffins were discovered, they were presumably the 
remains of some of the garrison who had fallen, and been 
hastily interred. Several stones, carved with escutcheons, 
one including the " swaddled child " of the family arms, and
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belonging to the earlier building, may be seen near the 
sculptured architectural remains just mentioned.

The first siege during which Lathom was so heroically 
defended by the Countess Charlotte (daughter to Claud, Duke 
de Tremouille and Travers, and ft descendant of the Counts of 
Nassau), ably assisted by Captain Farmer and other officers, 
and last, but not least, the good water and coal discovered 
under ground lasted from 28th February to 27th May, 1644, 
when the advance of Prince Rupert's army caused the Parlia 
mentary forces to raise the siege, in order more effectively to 
garrison Rolton, which, however, shortly fell before the 
valorous assault of the Earl of Derby and his well trained 
contingent of Lancashire men.

Eastwardly from the hall, lie the greenhouses and kitchen 
gardens upon u gentle' decline ; and here the heads of clay 
tobacco pipes, of the form used in the middle of the 17th 
century, arc not unfrequently found in cultivating the soil ; 
they probably conduced to the fancied comfort of the earl's 
loyal retainers during the earlier siege, and the following 
potters' marks occur upon examples recently preserved by 
Mr. Jas. Kefford, the head gardener " R. L." on recessed 
tablet, surmounted by a hand, upon the bowl. The same 
initials, but differently formed, are deeply incised on the spur ; 
" I.B.," the letters separated by an object pointed at each und, 
within a double annulet, upon the spur ; others are unstamped, 
but of precisely analogous shape. These gardens are sepa 
rated from the private grounds to the southward by an old 
brick wall for trained fruit trees, the central doorway in which 
has mi arched stone lintel of the late Tudor period, and is 
rendered still more picturesque in the profusion of Asplenium 
Itula-Mitraria growing from the ancient mortar; not a 
sprinkling of dwarf plants as occurs in other localities of 
this exposed district, but with fronds as fine and full of 
fructification as we htive often seen in more favoured parts of 
the country.
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A short mile distant from the hall, in the direction of 
Ormskirk, stood an old oastle, the history of whieh appears 
to be involved in obscurity, though with its surrounding 
grounds, under the name of the New Park, it became attached 
to that of Lathom. Baines simply mentions it in a very 
incidental manner, stating incorrectly that a cattle shed 
marks the spot. Its position lies on the southern side of this 
stone building, and is clearly indicated by the line of the 
ancient moat, of which a portion still remains. Upon its 
inner bank may now be seen a huge and well squared stone 
jamb, uncovered here a few years ago, and probably others 
with foundation stones remain beneath the sod. As fur the 
debris of the superstructure, it is to be fouud in the extensive 
outer wall of this New Park, which abounds with fragments 
of mullious, lintels, gargoyles, and other carved or more 
simply tooled masonry. Horton Castle, as it was called, is 
traditionally stated to be the place whence Sir Thomas Fairfax 
communicated with Lady Derby before the commencement of 
the first siege, when the latter, declining a suspicious invita 
tion, reminded him it was customary for gentlemen to wait 
upon ladies. The castle had probably been seized as an 
advanced point of attack should extremities ensue, and was 
held by the general as head quarters. The head of a weapon 
in iron was found here a few years ago, appertaining to a 
halberd or battle axe, but too oxidised for certain appropriation. 
A little lower down, traces of entrenchments occur, especially 
on the higher side of a little rivulet, where a demilune is very 
distinct, with some small mounds of uncertain use. We 
believe a considerable surrounding acreage has never been 
under plough since these stirring times, and a thorough 
examination of the soil, without any very deep excavation, 
might disclose many interesting memorials of the operations 
hereabout.

Of the second siege of two years, when the beleaguering
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army was mostly kept as fax distant as the suburbs of Orms- 
kirk by the ordnance of the Eagle tower, we have relics in 
numerous tobacco pipes found in the fields upon this side 
of the town, and above the Bank wood, where in all probability 
lay the main Parliamentarian camp. Cavalier and Roundhead 
soldiers smoked the same kinds of pipe ; and here we find 
specimens with the potter's marks " R. L." over a crescent, 
uud within a plain circle, on the stem ; " I. B." in a dotted 
crescent, trefoil topped, on the bowl ; others are unstamped.

Cambridgeshire Token of the 11 th Century.

A small brass farthing (fig. 6) has lately been brought 
under notice, having been found a few years ago among 
ballast on one of the dock quays. Otiv. "STEPHEN 
" APTHORPE," in the field the Grocers' Anns; rev. 
"GAMLINGHAY * OF;" in the field an illegible device, 
probably a trade monogram, below which is the date J657. 
Gamlingay, or Gamlinghay, is a small town in Co. Cam 
bridge ; and this token is published by Mr. Boyne, but with 
the former orthography, thus apparently constituting our 
example, an unpublished variety. Apethorpe is the name of 
a village in Northamptonshire. In its park a Roman villa 
was discovered about a dozen years ago, with the remains of 
good tessellated pavements in the principal apartments ; the 
establishment has been ably described and illustrated by the 
Ven. Archdeacon Trollope.*

Leicestershire Token of the 1 1th Century. 
This little farthing token, likewise in brass, has recently 

come under our notice, and proves to be an unpublished type. 
Obv. " DAVID KING," bust of Charles the Second on a 
shield; rev. ASHBY DE LA ZOVCH : field worn quite 
smooth. (Fig. 7.)

  " The Roman House at Apethorpe;" a paper read at Stamford, (Archi 
tectural Society of the Archdeaconry of Northampton), September 7th, 1859. 
B; the Rev. Ed. Trollope, F.8.A., Rector of Leasingham.
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IMPRESSION'

FIGURES. I TO 8. ARE DRAWN 

THE ACTUAL SIZE OF THE OBJECT.

8.

RECENTLY FOUND UPON MEOLS BEACH, CHESHIRE, AND
NOW IN THE COLLECTION OF

GEORGE SinCLfllR ROBERTSOR, ESQ
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PRODUCE OF THE MEOLS SEA BEACH. 

Retrospective.

In our last notice of the shore-relics a penny of King 
Stephen was enumerated. Upon further examination, and 
reference to the best authorities, we feel bound to ascribe it 
to his successor Henry II ; but ns it is a curious and very 
barbarous variety of his earliest miutage which has hitherto 
remained upublished, we engrave it in illustration (fig. 2), 
together with the quarter of a genuine penny of Stephen for 
comparison, found in 1871 (fig. 1), and the continental 
imitation sterling of John II, Count of Hainault. Wo are 
also enabled to present figures of several of Mr. Charles 
S. Robcrtson's objects described last year; they comprise the 
beautifully-formed arrow huad in flint, from Hilbre, a type 
wholly new in England ; the Norman sword, the scissors, love 
seal, and three curious brooches, one of which is inscribed 
"IHESVS NAZAR(enus). Notwithstanding the very un- 
propitiatory state of the elements throughout the year, the 
produce amounts to a fair average, chiefly forming accretions 
to the collection of Mr. Charles 1'otter.

Archaic Period.

A dagi/er blade, in dark-coloured flint, flat on one side, 
curved and tapering ; its thicker end is wanting but the 
object still measures 2j inches in length. Found upon 
the top of the " cop " or raised fence near the telegraph 
station, on Hilbre proper, by the writer.

A " thumb JUnt," so called, but of uncertain use, 2 inches 
long, of oval but obtuse form, yet worked to an edge on 
each side and one end. ID dark flint. Found by the 
writer at the Redstones angle of the mainland beach, 
opposite to Hilbre proper.

Arrow points (3), one single winged, from " The Eye," Hilbrc.
Knives (9), of small size, and mostly imperfect. do.
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Miscellaneous objects (23), more or less edged by handicraft.
From Hilbre and the adjacent mainland beaches. 

Flakes (10), struck off in the manufacture of larger objucts.

Roman - Britifili Period. 

BRONZE.

Second Brass coin, badly burnt and illegible. 
Third Bras* of the later Empire, worn and illegible. 
Armlet (portion of), of beaded pattern : the first of its class

noticed here. 
Brooch-pins (3), lin., I^in., and If in. long; they have

belonged to fibula of the bow or lyre form. 
Head of a dress-pin ; stem of another. 
Studs (2) both small; one octangular, the other circular in

form, ornamented with concentric circles, and a finely
moulded riin.

IRON.

Nail, with globular head, I hi. long.

GLASS. 
Head of a dress pin.

TERRA COTTA.

A fragment of reddish brown pottery, pervaded by linely 
pulverised quartz. The site of the Horn an settlement 
here having long since been washed away, the fictile 
remains of this era are of extremely rare occurrence.

Anglo-Saxon and Danish Period. 

SILVER.

Penny of KNUT, A.U. 1016-35, of the small size, of which 
several excellent examples from this beach are in the 
writer's collection, and but for its bent condition, this 
might fairly rank with them in point of preservation. The 
obverse bears " CNUT. T. REGX," the helmed bust of
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Knut to the left, with a fleur-de-lis-headed sceptre held 
in the right hand. Rev. " LEOFPJNE ON LEOIE " 
(i.e., struck by the Moneyer Leofwine at the mint of 
Leicester) ; in the field a voided cross (fig. 4). This 
is the second Leicester penny of Knut found here : the 
other (contracted) forms of the name of this ancient town 
upon his pieces heing Le, Lehr, Lcice, Leices, and 
perhaps others.
for the dress or hair, its head forming a flat and thin 
disc, the face of which is wholly occupied by a complex 
interlacing knot, only broken by a central projecting 
pellet or knob : the remains of the pin are slight. This 
imperfect but very interesting relic we believe to bo 
unique, at least as regards this country, and consequently 
present an engraving of it, to size (fig. 13).

GLASS.

Beads (U), all of small size, and too much oxidised to display 
their colour; one imperfect.

Media mil Period. 

SILVER.

Penny (half only) of William the Lion, King of Scotland, 
A.D. 1165 1214. Obv. (L) "E REI WIL" ; back of 
the head of William with crown of pearls to its left. 
Rev. " WIEH " ? ; a short double cross with a star of 
six sharp rays in each angle. The ftrxt identified coin 
of this monarch which has occurred here ; Scotch pieces 
are of rare appearance southward of Cumberland.

Pennies of Henry II, London mint (I) ; Canterbury (half) ; 
illegible (2 halves.)

Do. Henry III, with the numerals, Lincoln (1);
"IHG WAL"? Walsall (1). 

K
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Pennies of Edward I. London (half) ; York ( 1 ); Canterbury 
(I); illegible (half.)

Do. Ed. I, of episcopal mint of Durham, struck by Bishop 
Beaumont, between A.D. 1317 27. It resembles the 
current sterlings of the King, save that, in lieu of the 
ordinary Maltese cross preceding his name, and where 
the mint mark was placed in later times, the Bishop's 
cognizance appears. His arms were " Azure, semy of 
" fleur-de-lis, a lion rampant, or." Mr. Mark Noble, in 
his useful dissertation, Mint and Coins of the Episcopal. 
Palatines of Durham,* states that occasionally the lion 
only, sometimes one, or sometimes two fleur-de-lis, appear. 
The sole inscription on reverse he mentions is " Civitas 
" Dunelm," but he acknowledges the probability of other 
readings, as Dur, Durelie, Dureme, Durrem, Dunol, and 
Dtinelme, all these forms of contraction being prevalent 
during the reigns of Hy. Ill and Ed. I. Upon our very 
scarce example (fig. 5), the inscription is " CIVITAS 
" DVREME." Mr. Noble supplies the following curious 
notice of the issuer of this coin, whose pieces are con 
fined, so far as known, to the reign of Ed. I. : 

" Lodowick de Bello Monte, or Beaumont, son of 
" Lewis Beaumont, by Agnes his wife, and brother to 
" Theobald, Archbishop of Paris. Though he was lame 
" of both legs, and so illiterate as not to be able to read 
" his consecration bull, yet, being descended from the 
" blood royal of France,t he was, at the importunate suit 
" of the Kings of France and England, advanced to this

* 4to, Birmingham, 1780, p. 23. Engraving of Penny with lion and two 
fleur-de-lis, p. 22.

t The Beaumonts wore descended from Lewis, second son of Charles, King 
of Jerusalem and Sicily ; the younger brother of King Lewis IX, both of them 
sons of Lewis VIII, King of France ; which Lewis, the son of Charles, married 
Agnes, the heiress of the Viscoimty of Beaumont, from whence their descend 
ants took their surname, and added to their paternal arms, viz., France ancient, 
those of the said Agnes, which were a lion rampant.
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" sec. lie intended to have been consecrated and installed 
" at Durham, upon St. Cuthbert's day, in Sept., an. 1317,* 
" by two Cardinals, who had been sent by the Pope to 
" effect a reconciliation between the kingdoms of England 
" and Scotland ; but in their way to that city, they, to" 
" gether with the Bishop's brother, Henry, were set upon 
" by a gang of lawless banditti, commanded by Gilbert 
" Middleton, keeper of Mitford Castle, who stripped them 
" of everything except their horses, and carried the Bishop 
" and his brother Henry with them to Mitford Cnstle, 
" and obliged them to pay a large sum of money to regain 
" their liberty. These daring incendiaries, however, were 
" soon after brought to condign punishment, and the 
" castle demolished. The Bishop was consecrated on 
" our Lady's day, in Lent, an. 1318. He was a strenuous 
" assertor of the rights of his diocese, and was so fortu- 
" nate ns to get restored to him a great part of the 
" territories and privileges which his two predecessors 
" had been deprived of. He died in the following reign,' 
viz., September, 1333.

Penny of Edward IV, much worn and inscriptions illegible 
but the Rose appearing in the centre of the cross on the 
reverse shews the piece to have been struck at York. It 
is almost the only coin of this monarch noticed here.

[The imitation sterling of John II, Count of Hainault, recorded 
as found in the previous year, is now engraved (fig. 3.)] 

LATTEN.
Seal of 14th century (fig. 9) circular, with perforated handle, 

and inscribed " AVE MARIA," a fleur-de-lis occupying 
the field.

* Fisher's Companion to the History of England supplies a different date, 
stating " Lewis de Beaumont, Treasurer of Salisbury, elected 44th Bishop of 
" Durham, in October, 1317 ; he died September, 1833. Eobert de Greystanes 
" was elected in October, 1333, but rejected by the Pope. Richard Aungarville 
" or De Bury, was the 45th Bishop." (p. 75!).) The position of Treasurer to 
a Diocese would be similar in its functions to a senenchalhis or house and land 
steward of the present day. 

K2
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Model of a Seal of 14th century (tig. 10) circular, the handle
imperfect. Inscription apparently intended for " SVM 
" LEO FORTI" (S), with a squirrel (?) in the field, but 
the face is so imperfect or worn that certainty is difficult 
here. 

Brooch, hexangular, ornamented with lines and dots; its pin
remained when found. 

Do., penannular, the pin wanting. 
Do., circular, with two cusps for the reception of coloured

pastes. 
Fermails, or plain ring-brooches (3), one with pin, £ to 1 in.

diameter. 
Dress-pin, with a curious triangular eye for the suspension of

beads or metal ornaments. 
Studs (3), or stud-pins, for insertion in one variety of the

ring-brooch.
Handle of a seal (?) massively ring-shaped and ornamented. 
Needle, with oval eye, 2 J in. long. 
Ping (8), one with flat head, 2£ in. long, the others with

globular heads, 2£ and l£ in. long. 
Ear-rings (2), one plain, the other oval and cut for the

insertion of a small pendant ornament. 
ATTACHMENTS OF BELTS, STRAPS, &c., viz.: 

Buckles (9), three retaining their shanks; in one the
narrow runnel of the bar has been replaced by a strip
of immoveable sheathing brass, no doubt at a later date.

Do., fragments (14), viz., four tongues and ten frames.
Hasps (10), of various types described in Ancient Meals,

three of which retain the shank. 
Tags (6), one retaining its portion of leather. 
Studs (6), one of large size and plain, the rest ornamented. 
Do. (40), for common straps, a few being ornamented ; 

about one-half retain their complement of rivets, the 
longer ones three, the rest two.
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Lance-head, formed of n coil of sheathing battened together 
towards the sharply-tapering point.

PEWTER. 

Disc (half of), evidently used as money, but plain ; date
uncertain.

Do. (quarter), ditto.
Handle of a christening spoon (fig. 14), inscribed on both 

sides of its central portion; the legend is "IHC: 
" NAZARENVS: REX: IV" (decorum.)* The extremity, 
which is perforated, forms a cock and part of an eagle's 
head, whilst below are the well-formed face of a man, sur 
rounded by a fillet of pearls; the fourth symbol of tho 
Evangelists, if sunn were intended, is to all appearance 
wanting. This curious relic is 2jin. long. 

Brooches (4 fragments of,) elegantly ornamented in open work. 
Pendant ornament, or drop, in form of a crenated leaf, with

a small ring in place of the stalk. 
BELT AND STRAP ATTACHMENTS, viz. :-  

HucA/es and shanks, fragments (4). 
Toy, trefoil-shaped.

Rluds (21), one in form of Gothic text W> as engraved ;t 
another in open work, the " IHS" iu monogram,! 
(fig. 8) ; others represent a King's head, three cres 
cents joined at the back with a pellet in the centre,  
awheel, &c., or plain and cruciform, octangular, spade- 
shaped, or circular.

* The " IHC," hero commencing the legend, was apparently used indis 
criminately with IHS for IHESUS, both forms being contractions of the Greek 
name, and not, as generally supposed, the initials of " Jem* hominuiu talvator." 
Mr. J. H. Parker, in his Calendar of the Prayer Hook (p. 200), states that 
" the early authorities for the IHS are exceedingly scarce ; we only know of one 
" or two instances ;" and yet in mediaeval England this form in the rule, and 
IHC, as in our Meols example, forming the exception.

f Tram., N.8. VI, op. p. 207. J A similar monogram occurs in the 
dining room at SinitheU's Hall, carved on an oak wainscot-panel, and surrounded 
by a rude scroll. It is engraved in the Journal of the Chester Archaeological 
niid Historic Society, Vol. Ill, 809.
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IRON.
Buckle, with tongue.
Hasp, circular, with a central bar, 2iu. in diameter.
Ornament of a strap, with three rivet-holes.
Rinff, l-rVin. diameter.
Auger of peculiar form, being flat and with a considerable 

curve in the centre; part of the heft, with its inner 
washer, remains ; 9£in. long. A gouge in this metal was 
recorded a few years ago, and is in the writer's collection.

TERRA COTTA. 

Fragment of the rim of a large jug, in coarse and reddish
ware, unglazed, with the spring of the handle, bearing
three rounded grooves, formed by the potter's thumb.
Found on Hilbre. 

Do., of cream-coloured ware, glazed and perforated, but for
what purpose is uncertain, the most likely one being some
child's game. 

Do., witli olivaceous glaze outside.

LEATHER. 
The bifurcated frontal piece of a Boot, pierced with four

lacing holes ; 4in. long. 
Sole of boot or shoe ; the heel is very small, whilst the toe

tapers sharply into a mere thong, which has a strong
curve, and may possibly have been yet longer and
attached by a chain to the knee-bandlet, as worn at the
end of the 14th century. 

Strap (portion of), lin. wide and 8in. long, pierced with five
rivet holes for the attachment of the buckle-shank, and
three eaoh for a couple of ornaments.

WOOD.
Fragment of a Clor/ or Skate, with a portion of leather re 

maining, inserted longitudinally, with portions of the 
iron nails encrusted witli petrified silt.
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Spindle-whorl of thin oak, 2j-in. diam. Although of very 
light weight, as this specimen must always have been, it 
may still have proved useful in some kinds of spinning.

STONE. 

Spindle-whorl, of flat and irregular outline, If in. diameter,
with splayed orifice.

Do., 2 in. diameter, the orifice cylindrical. 
Boy's marble of granite, ground into a fairly globular form,

n genuine mediaeval " taw," an inch in diameter. 
Penile, of fine and hard limestone, of conical form, and

covered, except on the polished triturating surface, with
small chisel marks ; 9in. long, !3in. diam. at face.

LIVERPOOL NOTABILIA.
Clarke's Tokens. Early in the past year, as we are informed 

by Mr. J. H. Gibson, several coins and tokens were met with 
on the removal of an old house in Benn's Gardens. These 
pieces comprise three Liverpool copper tokens : obverse  
" Liverpool Halfpeny," with a ship in the field ; reverse, 
" Deus //obi* hec otia fecit, 1791," the town arms in the 
field; and around the rim, " Payable at the Warehouse of 
" Thomas Clarke ;" all being in good condition : several 
tokens of the Anglesey Miners, and halfpennies of George III, 
dated 1800 and 1807. The small thoroughfare known as 
Benn's Gardens was designated, as its name imports, from 
having been carried through the extensive garden of Mr. 
James Benn, whose residence adjoined it some century and a 
half ago. This gentleman was mayor of the borough in 
1697; and the present local family of the name are, we 
believe, his lineal descendants.

Sadler Family. When inditing our last notes,* we had 
overlooked a paragraph in Mr. Mayer's paper on Liverpool 
Pottery, which explains Adam Sadler's connection with

* Transactions, ixiv, p. 187.
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the neighbourhood of Sephton. He was, it appears, a 
favourite soldier of the great Duke of Marlborough ; but 
being a strong Jacobite, left the army in disgust upon the 
accession of George I, and settled at Ulversion. Here he 
made the acquaintance of a Miss Bibby, whom he married ; 
and in consequence of her intimacy with the Sefton family, 
removed to Melling, and shortly afterwards leased from Lord 
Sefton a house and farm at Aintree, the same which was 
retained until decease by his grand-daughter. Somewhat 
later Mr. Sadler opened a printing establishment in the New 
Market. In the published catalogues of Messrs. Mott and 
Dawson, Adam Sadler's issues, bearing his name only, are con 
fined to three, commencing with the Memoirs of the House 
of Stanley, in I 730, the last being a second (?) edition of 
the same work in 1741.. Works printed by John Sadler 
appear from 1740 to 17(55. Mr. Mayer states, what we 
cannot doubt, that the elder Sadler " printed a great number 
" of books," and consequently n large proportion of these 
must have been published in London or elsewhere, or the 
greater bulk have been lost, with very slender hope of recovery. 
Mr. Mayor says that amongst his books, " was one called 
" The Muses Delight" (divers copies of which were noticed 
in our last paper,) " containing a large collection of songs, 
" set to music, of which he was justly proud, as ha was an 

." excellent musician himself, and played upon several musical 
" instruments, the violin being his favourite." Without 
questioning the elder Sadler's musical capabilities, sve must 
remark that our information does not bear out the fact of his 
printing or even publishing tins book, which first appears 
(No. 14 of Mr. Mott's Catalogue), as edited by John Sadler, 
and impressed " Sadler, Harrington Street, 1754 ;" whilst on 
Mr. Mayer's own authority, we have the fact that John Sadler*

* Incorrectly called William SarUcr, by Mr. Henry Smithera, Hintory of 
Liverpool, \i, 403.
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bought a house here from his father, and commenced business 
ou his own account, in 1748. Thus we conclude Adam 
Sadler to have relinquished business some years previously to 
this the presumed earliest issue of The Muses' Delight, 
which, with various alterations and additions reappeared with 
the prefatory title Apollo's Cabinet, \n 1750 and \1*rt,each 
time more or less reprinted, but as no two copies of these 
later issues have been found exactly to correspond, the pre 
cise amount of manipulation to which the work appears to 
have been subjected for a clearance sale, defies accurate 
description. John Sadler having married a Miss Elizabeth 
Parker, daughter of a watchmaker in Seel Street, it is highly 
probable that the Catholic priest James Parker, whose remains 
were interred in one of the graves of the Sadler family in 
Sephton churchyard, as recorded in our last notes, was a 
relative of the lady. In Picton's Memorials of Liverpool,* 
these graves are erroneously stated to be in Sephton church.

Liverpool Pamphlets. In Mr. Mott's chronological cata 
logue of books published in this town, and under date of 
I748,t we find " A Dissertation on the Hebrew Vowel 
" Points, shewing that they are an original and essential 
"part of the Lanyuage, author, Peter Whitfiekl, 1 vol. 4to, 
" Liverpool .pr. by and for the author," 288 pp. (ascribed to 
Geo. Whitfield, in Palmer's Catalogue).

Dr. Kendrick of Wnrrington informs us that he possesses 
the early portion of this rare work, for such we take it to bu 
from the circumstance that, at least as late as 1861, no copy 
was found in either the Lyceum or Five Public libraries. As 
this part retains its original paper cover, it is evident the 
publication has been first issued, possibly at twice, hut 
certainly in the form of two distinct pamphlets, and conse-

  Vol. ii, p. 149. 
t TramaetioJU, N.8., i, p. 123.
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quently its clnim to a place in the local pamphlet, us well as 
the book, catalogue must be admitted.

A volume of duodecimo tracts came lately into our 
possession, from the library of that enterprising local col 
lector, Mr. Thomas Binns. Half the volume is occupied by 
a dissertation on the Art of Swimming, by a Monsieur 
Thevenot, illustrated by a series of quaint copper-plate 
engravings, followed by numerous odd pamphlets, includ 
ing one published at Preston, and printed in 1783; "The 
" Captivities of Jerusalem Lamented," and three published at 
Liverpool, all of which, remaining unrecorded by Mr. Dawson 
in his " Pamphlet Literature of Liverpool,"* may here be 
briefly described. " The Feast of Galilee, a Poem," belies 
its name, being a satirical eft'usion in verse, based upon the 
scripture parable of the King's Wedding Banquet, but 
ridiculing George III and his newly formed Cabinet, which 
included the Marquess of Tichfield, Mr. Canning, the Earl of 
Mulgrave, and his brother-in-law, Mr. R. Ward, with three 
members of the Wellesley family, and Lord Castlereagh. 
The pamphlet, of fifteen pages, bears the impress, " Liverpool, 
" Printed at the Chronicle Office. Sold by W. Jones, 56, 
"Castle Street, Bookseller to his Royal Highness the Prince 
"of Wales, 1807."t

The second is " A Report of the Society for Improving 
" the Condition of the Poor of St. John's, Newfoundland, 
"from the 31st of July, 1809, to the 81st of July, 1810. 
" Liverpool, printed by J. Lung, Water Street, J810." As 
this benevolent society is even unnamed by Mr. Henry 
Smithers in his excellent account of the Charitable Institu 
tions of the town, we may hope that the distress originating 
it proved only temporary.

* Tramactlons, N.S., v, p. 76, tt seq.
t No author's name is attached, and tor good reasons; it was probably 

penned by General Sir Banastre Tarleton, who about this period wrote several 
political pamphlets. Vide Smithers.
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The last is an annual report of the " Strangers' Friend or 
"Benevolent Society, in Liverpool, from January the 1st to 
"December the 31st, 1810. Liverpool, printed by J. Gore, 
"Castle Street, 1811." This society was founded in 1794, 
the original proposal for its formation being made by Dr. 
Adam Clarke, during a visit to Liverpool in 1780, its realiza 
tion being effected through some respected members of the 
Methodist body.* In each of these cases the societies have 
issued previous reports, which there is no reason to conclude 
were either printed or published elsewhere, and copies of the 
earlier issues may yet turn up. Dawson, who for a long 
course of years has been very painstaking in this matter, 
never imagined he had given a full as well as a " true and 
" particular account of the early Pamphlet Literature of 
" Liverpool;" and we are happy, whenever it lies in our 
power, to contribute even a mite to the interesting synopsis.

ADDENDUM.

Since the above notes were penned, we had occasion to 
refer to a poem on Birkenhead Priory, when to our surprise 
this pamphlet also appeared to be an uncatalogued Liverpool 
publication, and we append a short description. " Birkenhead 
"Priory: a Descriptive poem, in two parts. By Spencer 
" Madau Thomson. Liverpool, printed by James and Jona- 
" than Smith, IK 18," 8vo, pp. 32. The frontispiece is a nice 
copper plate engraving of the interior of the refectory of 
Birkenhead Priory, drawn by John Halton, and engraved by 
Thomas Smith. The poem is prefixed by a short historical 
account, and a list of nearly 130 subscribers, not one half 
of whom resided in this neighbourhood ; and among the 
majority we recognise Mrs. Abraham Derby, of Coalbrook- 
dale, as the patroness in chief (7 copies). Upon further search 
in the catalogue, we find an earlier edition of this poem was

* Smithers'e Liverpool: it* Comment, 8tati*tic», and Institution*, p. 275.
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printed by J. Smith in the preceding year, but the second 
name of the author is erroneously printed " Nadan."

Old Wood Printing Blocks. About a score of wooden 
printing blocks engraved some eighty to a hundred years ago, 
and much worm-eaten, have recently turned up in some 
ancient offices in this town. From the subjects, they seem to 
have been cut for the illustration of primers, chap-books, bill 
heads, and advertisements of athletic performances, forming 
no doubt a portion of the stock of one of our local printers. 
Of the pig-faced coachman, one of the largest figures, we do 
not remember to have henrd any account.

Some few years ago a large wood block, 2l£in. x I l^in. x 
Ijin. thick, was discovered very thickly covered by dust in 
the attic of an empty house, No. 60, Queensland Street, Edge 
Hill. Upon cleaning, it proved so artistically carved with 
Chinese subjects as to produce the impression of its origin in 
in the Celestial Empire itself; and yet there is every reason 
to believe it the work of a Liverpool artist. It thus forms 
an interesting, and we may add valuable, memorial of a 
skilled art lost to the good old town even as that of manu 
facturing tiles, and pottery and fine porcelain, once the pride 
of the place, under the name of " The China Trade '' being 
engraved, and inlaid with brass wire, for the purpose of 
printing wall papers, an industry which we are informed 
employed no inconsiderable number of hands a century ago, 
several firms being engaged in it, the chief location being 
Hanover Street. The style of its pattern has long gone by, 
but might be resuscitated in the ever revolving cycle of whim 
and fashion ; and should oriental designs ever be in the 
ascendant, any wall-printing firm might save some £30 or 
£40 through the possession of this block. The cylinder 
with which it acted was found near, hut the use not being 
understood, it was used as fuel.

lietrothal Tokens, A good and rare example of a local.
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love (or betrothal) token, in copper (fig. 15), has recently 
turned up in the town, apparently formed by beating out a 
then current halfpenny. It bears on one side " E. T., Ap. 
" 29, 1793 ;" und on the reverse " L. C." The initial letters 
of the lovers are all of large size, foliated and well graven : 
the date is presumed to be that of engagement or betrothal.

Theatre-Royal Samuel Staniforth. This place of dra 
matic entertainment, erected in 1772, was opened on the 20th 
of June of that year, when a silver ticket was presented to 
each of the thirty shareholders subscribing ,£XOO towards 
its erection, making a total cost of £6,000. It is stated by 
several writers that " Dr. Aikin, of Warrington," composed 
an elegant Prologue for this occasion, but, to the regret of 
many, it arrived too late. It is printed at length by Mr. 
Troughton :* but, unfortunately, we cannot be sure which 
"Dr. Aikin" is meant, the father or the son the doctor of 
divinity or that of medicine ! The former the only Dr. 
Aikin of the period is not likely to have written for such an 
occasion, whilst the son, though certainly residing at Warring- 
ton, was then only a general practitioner ; he did not take up his 
diploma of M.D. at Leyden until the year 1784. As, however, 
the latter wrote " Essays on Song-writing," and composed 
both songs and ballads himself, the natural assumption is that 
he produced the Prologue in question. This loose mode of 
using professional and other titles, in reference to events in 
the lives of men who did not at the time possess them, is very 
reprehensible ; and though perhaps less frequent than in past 
times, proves a source of great annoyance to chroniclers, who 
cannot be expected to know the biographical minutiae of every 
public man. The prologue actually used on this occasion was 
written by George Colman, and spoken by Mr. Younger, one 
of the managers.t " The Father of the Liverpool Theatre,"

* History of Liverpool, p. 321.
] Ibid, p. 148. Evfield'i History, 177S, p. 68.
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Mr. William Gibson, who had been a proprietor of the old 
theatre in Drury Lane, did not live to see the opening of the 
new building. It was chiefly owing to his activity and influ 
ence that the license on this occasion was granted, being 
issued in his mime, on the third of May, 1771. The closing 
lines of Mr. Column's prologue aptly recognise his services in 
this connexion.

The tickets were each engraved with the owner's name, and 
being to himself and friends using it an "open sesame" to 
every part of the house, were greatly valued accordingly. A 
century has exactly passed away, and with it no doubt many 
of these tickets have disappeared, through wear, loss, or the 
crucible, when, lo ! one reappears during the demolition of 
the well-knewn Waterloo Hotel (No. 2), near the foot of 
Ranelagh Street, being discovered in one of the walls, on the 
J Jth of last October. It benrs the name of the theatre with 
the liver, and behind, " Mr. Staniforth" (Thomas), one of the 
best-known residents in Liverpool during the latter part of 
the last century, and a merchant in Union Street* He erected* 
and for a long time occupied as a residence, this very house, 
which was then considered a good town mansion. He also 
owned a rope-walk, extending estwardly from its back pre 
mises, the central one of three which occupied the site of the 
late " Eoscoe Arcade ;" and we are informed it was carried on

* Mr. Harris Gibson has very obligingly loaned for exhibition this evening a 
most interesting and fairly representative series of the free tickets, issued, from 
time to time, by the Theatre-Royal proprietary. They range from this earliest 
proprietary one of Mr. Staniforth, in silver, down to later examples of the 
present century, in copper and ivory. Among the local names inscribed upon 
these, many other well-known ones occur, as Earl, Falkuer, Stanton, Case, 
Pattinson, Ellamcs, Preston, Gerrard. The silver tickets, besides bearing the 
names of the theatre and holder and the liver, have all been neatly engraved 
around the rim and on each side, with a guilloehe or corded border, enclosing 
pellets : the mythical " liver " appears in several different attitudes, and holding 
different sprigs in the beak. The use of these free tickets, at a later period, 
was openly purchased either for a season, aa actor's engagement, or even a 
single night, as they gradually fell into the hands of speculators. The present 
example has been spared a similar fate, through loss by Mr. Staniforth at a 
comparatively early period, as its condition is uniquely fine.
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until within the last forty years.* His son, Mr. Samuel 
Staniforth, lived here till he removed to No. 19, Everton 
Terrace, the address affixed to his name in the first two vols. 
of our Transactions, thus ranging among the earliest members 
of the Society. He was Mayor of the borough in 18 i 2, and 
possessed a good estate at Broad Green, but became somewhat 
reduced in circumstances, and latterly officiated as the local 
distributor of stamps. His portrait is thus characteristically 
drawn by the " Old Stager," who knew him well.t " He was 
" a gentlemanly kind of person in society, but of a strangely 
" austere and forbidding aspect, the most vinegar-visaged man 
" we ever beheld. And the index was a correct representative 
" of the inner man. When the election poet (in 1807) wrote 
" of him ' sulky Sam. Staniforth' he drew his character in 
" those three words. By his marriage with a most estimable 
" lady, he was closely connected with the Case, Littledale and 
" Bolton families. His son the Rev. Thomas Staniforth  
" came in for the great bulk of Colonel Bolton's wealth, to 
" the exclusion of his own relations." In his prime, an 
association of gay " young bloods" a self-constituted 
" Committee of Taste "-^-gained no little notoriety in the 
town and suburbs by their wild whims and freaks, one of 
which, strongly affecting Mr. Staniforth, and still further 
elucidating his very peculiar character, we are tempted to 
reproduce in full : 

" At that period Mr. Staniforth lived in the large house at 
" the bottom of Ranelagh Street, afterwards converted into 
" the famous Waterloo Hotel. Something about it, either a 
" shutter, or a knocker, or a bell handle, we have forgotten 
" which, was excommunicated by this tasteful inquisition, 
" and ordered to be removed. Mr. Staniforth was about the

* In this ropery business he was joined by Jlr. Laird, father of the notorious 
builder of the " Alabama."

+ Liverpool a few Years since, by an Old Stager, p. 39.
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' last man in the world to obey such a lawless mandate, heing 
' one of that class who, ' if reasons were as plentiful as 
'' blackberries, would not give one on compulsion.' He 
' therefore treated the notice served on him with contempt. 
' And now the battle began in good earnest.

" ' When Greek meets Greek, then comes ihe tug of war.' 
' The thing denounced, whatever it was, was removed, then 
' restored, and again removed, to be once more restored, and 
' still in the original offending form, without an atom of 
' alteration. And so the struggle went on, until Mr. Stani- 
' forth became highly exasperated, as well as extremely 
' indignant at the preserving annoyance. Of this the jokers, 
' who met him with grave and sympathising faces every day 
' in society, were fully aware, and only made thereby more 
' resolute in their fun. In the extremity of his vexation, he 
' consulted George Rowe, the attorney, of whom we have 
' made honourable mention in a former chapter. We speak 
' from authority, for we had the story from Mr. Rowe himself, 
' who used often to tell it with great glee. When the offended 
' alderman had unbosomed all his griefs to the solicitor, and 
' had urged him to exert all his vigilance to discover the 
' offenders, and then to put in force all the terrors, pains, and 
1 penalties of the law against them, the latter met the history 
1 of his sorrows with one of his goodnatured and hearty 
' laughs, to the great astonishment of his client, who certainly 
' did not belong to the laughing portion of the creation. 
' When he had settled himself into seriousness, he said  
1 ' Well, Mr. Staniforth, I suppose, after all, your object is to 
' ' abate the nuisance, rather than trounce the sinners.' 
' Staniforth, however, was not so sure that he would not like 
1 to do both, and ' kill two birds with one stone.' But, at 
' last, after a long and serious confabulation, he was per- 
' suaded to leave the whole affair iu the hands of the lawyer, 
: who, indeed, would only undertake it on that condition.
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" Now Mr. Rowe, although he had no guilty knowledge of 
" the offenders, had a shrewd guess in his own mind; and 
" acting upon the impulse, wrote a note desiring to have a 
" conference with the chief captain of the knocker and bell 
" banditti. They met; and on the next day glorious old 
" George, sending for Mr. Staniforth, laid the result before 
" him. The latter was exceedingly angry at first when he 
" heard that the hold rogues, instead of being overwhelmed 
" with sorrow and remorse, still took up very high ground, 
" being determined to make him capitulate on the immediate 
" point at issue, but with a promise on their part that he 
" should never more be annoyed by them on any other. At 
" first he would listen to no such terms, regarding any treaty 
" with the parties as little better than compounding for a 
" felony. Gradually, however, he yielded to the reasonings 
" of his adviser, and the agreement, without being duly 
" signed and sealed, was honourably carried out on both sides. 
" ' And to whom," we said to George Rowe, when sitting one 
" day with him after dinner, with our legs under his ma- 
" hogany, ' to whom did you address your note when you 
" ' wanted to have this celebrated interview with the chairman 
" ' of the Committee of Taste ? ' ' Why to Joe Daltera, to 
" ' be sure,' he answered, with a very thunderclap of laughter, 
" which almost made me tremble, lest a blood vessel should 
" burst, or apoplexy ensue ; ' why, to Joe Daltera, to be sure ; 
" ' who else should it be ? '* But alas, alas ! for the flight 
" and power of time ! Of the actors in this amusing scene, 
" all have passed from the arena of busy life. We marvel 
" whether any of the aforesaid ' Committee of Taste' yet 
" survive to sigh or to smile over the wild pranks of their 
" youth."

* Mr. Joseph Daltera was the chief local humourist and election pamphleteer 
of his day.

L
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The " Golden Lion " Whaler. To Mr. Samuel Staniforth, 
however, our Society is indebted for several interesting 
memorials of the " good old town." Amongst these is a fine 
Horn of the Narwhal, brought home from one of his early 
voyages by Captain Thompson, of the celebrated " Golden 
" Lion," the first Liverpool whaling vessel, which, originally 
a French sloop of war, was captured by a privateer, likewise 
hailing from this port; and becoming the property of a large 
joint stock association, was shortly afterwards equipped, 
retaining a portion of her armament, and despatched on her 
maiden voyage to the North Seas in 1750. She had a long 
and very successful career, during which a berth in the Old Dock 
was appointed and reserved for her especial use. For further 
interesting particulars relative to the part Liverpool took in 
the Greenland fishery, and the proprietary of the " Golden 
" Lion," with the signal failure of the attempt to impress her 
gallant crew, &c., we must refer to the opening volume of 
our Transactions,* and the Rev. Mr. Aspinall's graphic 
reminiscenees.t Mr. Joseph Mayer, in his valuable paper on 
" Liverpool Pottery and Porcelain,"J which has been largely 
quoted from in the Art Journal and other periodicals, describes 
the fine china punch bowl ordered from Mr. Thomas Chaffers 
for presentation to Captain Thompson, ou the occasion of 
his return from his first and very successful voyage ; and we 
believe the well known Golden Lion Hotel, which occupied 
the site of the present Queen Insurance Buildings in Dale 
Street, was named after this famous vessel. The last of the 
Liverpool whaler fleet was the " Baffin," which sailed about 
1823-4, commanded by Captain Scoresby, who, subsequently 
well known as a theologian, became Vicar of Bradford, York-

* P. 19, et scq.
t Liverpool a few Years since. 

J Transactions, vol. vii.
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shire. Some of his nautical experiences are recorded in his 
"Memorials of the Sea," 1851. Thus an important local 
industry, which had been nursed into existence amidst the 
sanguinary throes of war, closed its not unprosperous career 
in thfi arms of divinity !

Richard Wright, Painter. Two oil paintings were also 
presented to our own museum by Mr. S. Staniforth, executed 
by Richard Wright, the best marine painter Liverpool has 
produced. He was a member of the Associated Society of 
Artists; born in Liverpool 1735, and died in 1775, just in 
the prime of life. Mr. Henry Smithers,* to whom we are 
indebted for these particulars, enumerates a few of his best 
works, viz. : " A View of the Fishery,' which was beautifully 
engraved by William Woollet, fine impressions of the plates 
having been sold for fifty guineas each ; " Action off the Isle 
" of Man," when M. Thurot was killed, 28th February, 1760 ; 
" The Hermione" (Spanish privateer of 24 guns, and 
reckoned worth a million of money), taken off Cape St. 
Vincent, 31st May, 1762, by the English sloops of war 
" Active " and " Favourite." The subjects of our examples 
by this artist are " An Armed Brig," with the " Pilot Boat 
" No. 3 ;" and " The Sea Horse " brig, with vessels in the 
distance.

Boltorin Invincibles. The Rev. Thomas Staniforth, son of 
the above-named gentleman, presented our Society with an 
interesting local relic, which, not having seen the light for 
many years, is now reproduced. It is a silver-headed pro 
cessional staff, formerly used by the drum-major of Colonel 
Bolton's regiment of volunteers. Mr. John Boltou, who 
subsequently became an attached personal friend of George 
Canning, was originally a poor boy and taught in a charity

* Liverpool: it» Commerce, &c., p. 402. 
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school at Ulverston, his native place. Bred up to trade in 
the West Indies, he amassed money, and settled in Liverpool 
in 1789, becoming one of her most active and influential 
citizens. He resided in the mansion, No. 84, South side of 
Duke Street, (between Suffolk and Kent Streets), where he 
died in 1837, aged 81, but his remains were carried to the 
graveyard of Bowness on Windermere, near which is situate 
that beautifully-located residence he usually occupied in 
summer, Storrs Hall, now the property of his successor, the 
Rev. Thomas Staniforth.

In the spring of 1803, and upon the declaration of war 
against France, Mr. Bolton raised and equipped, at his own 
charge, a body of 800 volunteers. The enthusiasm of the 
time was tremendous, and this regiment was enrolled in the 
course of a couple of hours ; in fact the number might have 
been doubled. It became famous in this locality as " Bolton's 
" Invincibles" Mr. Boltou being Colunel, Mr. Thos. Parkes 
Lieut.-Col., and Mr. Joseph Greaves, Major forming the first 
battalion of the seven various volunteer regiments. It was 
disbanded on the 26th of August, 1800, upon the creation of 
a local militia force.* The drum-major's staff stands five 
feet high and is banded and tasselled with silk. The upper 
portion, with its semi-globular head, is covered with silver, 
highly engraved in ornament, the medallion atop bearing the 
royal initials, G.B., in cypher, surmounted by the crown, and 
inscribed " Royal Liverpool Volunteers."

Ttie Old Dock. When that gigantic and all but irreparable 
blunder of filling up the old dock at the mouth of the ancient 
pool, was perpetrated (because the authorities would not carry 
their pestilential sewers another way) the levelling up, dr. 
1826 8, gave employ to a large number of carters and fillers. 
The better to facilitate operations, tallies in copper and about

* Liverpool a few Years since.
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the size of the then current broad-rimmed penny-pieces, were 
issued by the authorities, and one given by the overlooker to 
each carter upon the discharge of his load. We have already 
mentioned one variety for " stone," as lately found at Wallasey 
village, but another is inscribed " ballast " ; these memorials 
of a sadly ill-advised business are of uncommon occurrence, 
and we believe there is no record of the number prepared for 
the occasion.

Memorials of Liverpool. Under this title, a work has 
recently appeared, and compiled from well-known sources, by 
Mr. Picton, comprising two thick octavo volumes. This 
production, which has long been known to be in prepa 
ration, is, as a matter of course, replete with materials 
of great local interest, legendary, historical, and topogra 
phical, gathered into a convenient focus. Its advent has 
been hopefully anticipated, through a reasonable belief that 
the work would at once constitute a trustworthy authority 
on all points of local history and customs, for genera 
tions to come. To our extreme regret and mortification 
we find ourselves wofully disappointed, not only from the fact 
of numerous local topics of considerable interest being un 
noticed or merely glanced at in the most cursory manner, but 
in the numerous errors of detail, whilst making confusion all 
the worse confounded the Index proves very faulty indeed. 
One noteworthy instance must here suffice in corroboration of 
our, as yet, very limited experience. The date of the founda 
tion of the very Institution whose room we are now occupying, 
one with which, of all gentlemen in the town, our author, as a 
well-known literary gentleman, would be assumed to be the 
best acquainted, is wrongly given as 1813. As Mr. Turner 
will satisfy any one at a minute's notice, the preliminary 
meeting was held at the King's Arms, 28th February, 1814, 
B. A. Heywood, Esq., in the chair, and the inaugural meeting
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on the 31st of March following. This building was opened 
in 1817. Our previous remarks furnish other corrections, as 
also do several notices under another heading, and the more 
we see of this work the greater is our regret that, in limiting 
his issue to one edition, the author should have debarred 
himself from a personal emendation, including, we fear, the 
correction of very numerous errors, both of fact and detail, 
thus entailing upon others a most unpleasing duty.

Labours of a Local Volunteer. A very studious, pains 
taking, and prolific writer upon this town and neighbourhood, 
has not done himself justice, and, as a necessary consequence, 
neither public nor private justice has been meted out to him. 
We allude to Mr. James Stonehouse, the real modern labourer 
in our local vineyard ; others have entered into his labours and 
reaped the credit thereof. Through the kindness of a friend 
we are enabled to supply a record of this most industrious 
author's publications on local topics, and though we feel by no 
means certain the list is a complete one, it is supplied with 
the confidence that this tardy meed of justice will be cordially 
welcomed by many. It was recently stated in one of our local 
periodicals that Mr. S. was the writer of some fugitive pieces 
on Liverpool ; and no doubt the assertion passed current 
among other fallacies, but it proves the desirableness of dis 
abusing the public in the matter.

Commencing with the papers ably compiled by this gentle 
man, we find four brochures of excellence and value, viz.: 

" Historical Notes respecting the Township and Village of 
Everton." Trans. IV, 1851-2, p. 60.

" Dramatic Places of Amusement in Liverpool a Century 
ago." Trans. V, p. 192.
(This interesting record seems to have been wholly over 

looked by Mr. Picton when compiling his Memorials.)
" Salt, and its Manufacture in Cheshire," (with notices of 

the manufacture in Liverpool.) Trans. V, p. 100.
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" Biographical Notices of Mr. John Holt," (of Walton-on- 
the-Hill, the pre-Gregsonian Liverpool Collector, Littera 
teur, Antiquary, and Meteorologist.) Tram. VI, p. 57. 

Our veteran author, soon after settling in Liverpool, when 
comparatively a young man, was for some years connected 
with the press, firstly, we believe, as editor of a Cheshire 
newspaper, and subsequently as a frequent correspondent of 
the Liverpool Journal and other local periodicals. He has 
written an Opera and dramatic pieces for our local stage, and 
his lyrical compositions are of no mean order and marvellously 
numerous, the product of his last thirty years. A consider 
able number of these, set to music by Mr. Hime and others, 
have had a large sale, many, as " Kitty Muldoon," having 
deservedly become popular favourites. Passing on to Mr. S.'s 
own published works not large or showy quartos or octavos  
but small books bristling with information for handy use and 
reference, the following appear, though not always with his 
name:  

" Handbook for the Liverpool and Manchester Railway,
1838."

" The Guide to Liverpool ; its Highways, Byeways, &c." 
A most useful people's compendium, which has gone 
through no fewer than twenty-four editions. 

" Pictorial Liverpool, 1844." Four editions. 
" Black's Guide to Liverpool and Southport." 
" Recollections of old Liverpool, by a Nonagenarian, 1803." 
" Legend of y e Pre-historic Manne," (of Cheshire, a Tale

in Verse of the Leasowe shore.) Two editions. 
" The Streets of Liverpool, 1871." Two editions.

When we consider that the production of the above labo 
rious compilations and brochures are the outcome, not of the 
abundant leisure of a gentleman, but of the limited opportuni-
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ties, in every sense, of a hard-worked public servant, the fact 
speaks trumpet-tongued that honour should be rendered where 
it is justly due. As digests and summaries, however cleverly 
manipulated, most of these works furnish but little scope for 
a mind early devoted to the muse ! Even many a London 
literary hack would have recoiled from such a task. We have 
" a crow to pluck " with Mr. Stonehouse for the non-attachment 
of his name to several of his works : this said, we leave the 
subject with a trite but most applicable quotation " Fiat 
" justitia mat ccelitm !"


