THE FEE OF MAKERFIELD.
Parr 11,

By William Beamont, Esq.

(Reap 20ra Mancwm, 1878.)

Ox a former oceasion, when 1 had the honour of reading
before this Society a paper on the above title, T intimated
that I might on some other oceasion, if I had time and you
had patience, be led to continue the subject. In my former
paper | traced the Barons of Newton through the successive
lines of the Banastres and Langtons, and ended it when, the
latter family becoming extinet by the death of the last
Sir Thomas Langton, Newton was to pass into another
family. Before resuming my notice of the new barons, I am
desirous to give a short account of some of the masters and
scholars of a school which was founded at Winwick, within
the Fee of Makerfield, shortly before the. Reformation. At
the periad of the Domesday survey, the whole of the town-
ship of Winwick was the glebe of the church ; and when the
patronage of the living passed, as it soon afterwards did, to
the prior and canons of Nostell, they seem to have set apart
about an acre of land near the church, where they built a
house for such of their body as they might send to serve the
chureh. Ta the year 1432 the prior and canons, who were
always poor (paupertate et depressione compatientes ) ,* sold
the living to Sir John Stanley, subjeet to an annual payment
of 100s., but I suppose they reserved the site of the vicarage ;
and that after the dissolution of the religious houses, this was

* Arehbishop Gray's Reg., Surtees Society, p. 4.
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purchased by Gaven, Gowther, or Gualter & Legh, of whose
curious will a copy may be seen in the Lancashire Chantries.*
Gualter built a grammar school upon it, and endowed it with
ten pounds a year. In digging a grave in the church yard in
1817, a plate of beaten copper was turned up, which had the
following Hebrew inscription upon it—
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which has been read by competent scholars to mean A
“ building raised to learning in 1600.” It is probable that
this inscription once adorned the front of some restoration of _
Gualter & Legh's school. Of the early masters and scholars
of the school we have no account; but the school received a
new impulse when it was rebuilt in the next century, and this
new inscription was placed upon it—*‘ This howse was builte
“by Sir Peter Legh knight upon his owne charges in the
“yere of our Lord 1618 to be a schoole howse for ever for
“the free schoole of Winwicke founded by Gualter Legh
“esquire great uncle of the said Sir Peter which Gualter gave
“10£ of yerly rent for the perpetual maintenance of the said
“schoole and the said Sir Peter hath augmented the same
“with 10£ per annum mor which he hath assured to be
“ yearlye payde to the same free schoole for ever for his zeal
“ to God's glorye and his love to the parish of Winwicke and
“ common good of the countrey.”

From this time, or a little before, we begin to have notices
of some of the masters and scholars of the school who
deserve remembrance, Richard Mather, one of the first of
these scholars, was the son of Thomas and Margaret Mather
of Lowton, and was born in the year 1596. Having received

* Chetham Society,
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his edncation in the school, he removed in 1612, when he
was fifteen, to take charge of a public school in "Toxteth
Park, which, very different from what it is now, was then
a small raral village separate from Liverpool; and from
thence, on 9th May, 1618, he went to Oxford, and entered
himself of Brazenose College. After a delay of several
vears, during which it is believed that he obtained a degree,
he returned to Toxteth Park, and resumed his old school.
In 1620 he was ordained by Morton bishop of Chester,
who, though well known to be opposed to the Puritaus,
received him very kindly, and after the ordination, asked to
be remembered by him in his prayers. After a time he fell
under the notice of the hunters for Puritans, and in 1633
was suspended for nonconformity. He was afterwards re-
stored, and again suspended. Upon this, feeling himself in
some danger, he determined to join the Pilgrim Fathers in
New England ; and with that view he left Liverpool on the
15th April, reached Warrington the next day, and Bristol on
the 23rd, having had, as his journal tells us, *“a healthy, safe,
“and prosperous jourvey all the way (blessed be the name of
“the Lord God for the same), taking but easy journeys
“ beoause of the women and footmen, and dispatching 119 or
120 miles in seven days.” A note added by his grandson
1o the journal to the effect that he used to change his apparel
to'avoid the pursuivants who were in pursuit of him, is hardly
consistent with his account of the safety of the journey. He
reached Boston on |7th August, 1635, and settled as a
preacher at Dorchester. He died at Windsor in Connecticut,
on 22nd April, 1669, if he can be said to have died, who was
the father of Increase Mather, the grandfather of Cotton
Mather, and the ancestor of a numerous line of descendants
who have deservedly made themselves a name on both sides
of the Atlantic, among whom was Nathaniel Mather, who has
been honoured with a beautiful Latin epitaph by Dr. Watts,
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After his settlement in America he pursued his ministerial
vocation, and sent several controversial and religious works
to be printed in England. In 1640, however, in conjunetion
with two others, he made and published in America a book,
printed by Daye—and which was the first book ever printed
there—a translation of the Psalms ; the following extract from
which, taken from the 187th Psalm, shews that, if he was
skilled in divinity, he was not skilled in poetry.

The Lord's song sing can wee, being
In stranger’s land ? theu let

Lose her skill my right hand if
Jerusalem [ forget.

Let cleave my tongue my pallate on
If mind thee doe not I ;

If chiefe joys o'er, I prize not more
Jernsalem my joy *

If Mather translated the Psalms from the Hebrew, the
original inscription on the school may have been one of his
juvenile efforts in that language.

While Richard Mather was teaching at Toxteth, after his
return from Oxford, there was born in Dingle Lane in that
village one whose great gifts of mind, and the use he made of
them, have made him deservedly famous, Jeremiah Horrox, who
was born in 1619 ; and who after receiving his early training
in the village school, was sent in his fourteenth year to Cam-
bridge, and there entered as a sizar at Emmanuel College, on
the 18th May, 1632. Feeling, he says, that nothing could
be nobler than contemplating the manifold wisdom of the
Creator amid the profusion of his works, he became fired with
an enthusiastic desire to emulate the labours of the great
astronomers. Truly was it said of him—*1l était jeune et
“ enthousiaste, mais cette jeunesse et cette enthousiasme
‘“ annoncaient un homme vraiment distingué,” He solved
numbers of astronomical problems, and made many discoveries
which have proved of great use to his successors. On re-

* Sunday at Home, November, 1872, p. 757,
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turning from Cambridge he took holy orders and became
Curate of Hoole; and in 1639, when he was not yet twenty-
one, he predicted against Kepler, for whom he entertained a
great respect, that Venus would pass across the sun, on
Sunday the 24th of November in that year, and that the
transit would commence about three o'elock in the afternoon,
when he determined to wateh it. Lest there should have
been any miscalenlation in his figures, he commenced his
observations on the preceding day, by admitting the sun’s
image to pass through a telescope, and to fall upon a white
dise placed in a dark room. Nothing having occurred on
that day, he resumed his watch the following morning until
the hour arrived for divine service, when after noting that he
must now attend to higher duties—** ad majora avocatus que
“utique ob hec parerga noun decuit "~~he repaired to his
chureh. Buu the service ended, he returned to stand sentry
over the dise, and at about a quarter past three, almost the
very minute he had fixed, he saw, with what gladness we may
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conceive, the planet commence her march across the sun ;

and he watched her until darkness came on and put an end

to the scene. .Bat the prophet had seen his prediction '

accomplished, and secured to himself the distinguished

honour of ‘having been the first to observe the transit of

Venus. 1 '
To the great loss of science the young philosopher died on

the 8rd January, 1641 ; and although this acconnt of him is !

not strictly connected with my subject, I cannot but think

that his being born of parents who knew the * res angusta

“domi” in the immediate neighbourhood of the village

school, his devoat frame of mind, and his being sent to
Ewmanuel, which was then koown as a puritan college,
render it probable that he had owed his early training to
Richard Mather.

We do not know the name of Richard Mather's school-
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master at Winwick; but in 1617, John Howe, another
scholar of that school, and like him a divine when he was
admitted a sizar of Christ’s College, Cambridge, is expressly
said to have been prepared for it by Mr. Gorse, the master of
Winwick School. Howe, who was born at Loughborough,
spent his boyhood and his schoolboy days at Winwick, and
left it for Cambridge when he was seventeen. In 1648 he
removed to Oxford, where he was at first bible clerk of
Brazenose, and afterwards Fellow and Chaplain of Magdalen
College. After a time he became chaplain to Cromwell, but
he did not fear the face of man; and when he was told that
he had lost the Protector's favour, his answer was—*‘ I have
‘“ discharged a duty, and can trust the issne with God.” But
though he was Cromwell’s chaplain he had a catholic spirit,
and loved good men ; and Fuller, when he was to appear before
the triers, appealed to him. “ You see, sir, I am a some-
“what corpulent man, and am to go through a very strait
“ passage ; I beg you to be so good as to give me a shove
“and help me through:” and Howe, the Protector’'s chaplain,
enabled the royalist preacher to satisfy the examiners without
crossing his conscience. Howe, who was ordained at Win-
wick in 1652, after the Presbyterian maunner, used to say that
there were few men whose ordination had been so traly
primitive as his ; for that he had been devoted to his work by
a primitive bishop and his presbytery. Howe long survived
the restoration, and was an active and laborious minister,
who wrote much and lived as he wrote. His sermon preached
before Richard Cromwell’s last parliament, was on man’s duty
in glorifying God.

Whether any tradition of Horrox's wonderful attainments
in mathematics had inspired Mr. Gorse's successors at
Winwick with emulation, we do not know ; but the Reverend
Robert Wright, one of them, fancied he had discovered, what
was then a desideratum, the mode of finding the longitude at






