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THE HIDE OF LAND.

By Joseph Boult, F.R.I.B.A.

(BEAD 2ND NOVEMBER, 1871.)

THE student of Domesday Book finds the terms therein 
applied to land, as indicative of value or extent, very per 
plexing. Mention is made of hides and part of a hide the 
half and the third; of carucates and half-carucatcs ; of vir- 
gates and half-virgates; of bovates or oxgangs; of acres; of 
leagues, miles, and perches ; and if he extends his inquiry 
beyond that part of the book which refers to Cheshire and 
Lancashire, he will meet with arpents, ferdings, aud masuras; 
and in the Kent portion with solins and jugums.

Of the value of these several denominations he will find 
but little indication ; and while he will probably infer that all 
are superficial measures, except leagues and miles, and some 
times perches, he will find acres arc named as measures of 
length ! For example, in Hautone, Cheshire, was a wood 

j. five acres long and two broad; in Boleberie, in the same 
county, another wood, one league long and an acre broad ; 
and in Eston, also in Cheshire, the wood was half a league 
long and an acre broad.

If he seek explanation from commentators, or from Du 
Cange and other glossographers, he will be told that a hide



is a portion of land, as much as suffices for the ploughing of 
one plough per annum ; and he will find the same quantity 
assigned to the oarucate and to the bovate ; yet should he 
hastily assume that these quantities are identical he may 
repent at leisure, for he will find much in Domesday Book 
which is inconsistent with the inference. Whilst in Weaver- 
ham there were but 13 hides, there were 18 carucates ; in 
Dunham 3 hides and 9 carucates : in Utkinton 2 hides and 
2 carucates; in Over 1 hide and 5 carucates; in Budworth 
half a hide and 2 carucates; and in Eastham 22 hides and 
22 carucates. Between the Kibble and the Mersey, in Wale- 
tone, the land was 2 carucates and 3 bovates.

But Domesday supplies yet more conflicting testimony. 
Hutchins, quoted by Sir H. Ellis, says, that amongst the 
possessions of Goisfridus de Weroe, in Leicestershire, we read 
that he held Medeltone ; there are 7 hides find a carucate of 
land, and a bovate, in each hide 13^ cnrucates. In the same 
county, under Cileby, Ogerus Brito held of the king two 
parts of a hide, that is 12 carucates. Under Terra Episcopi 
Constantiens in Gloucestershire, it is said, the Bishop held a 
manor of a hide, and Goismer of him ; in that hide, when it 
is ploughed, are not less than 84 acres of land.* Between 
the Ribble and the Mersey, it is distinctly stated that there 
are 6 carucates in each hide. Further, a distinction is re 
corded by the surveyors between the hide English, and the 
hide Welsh.

If the various areas which have been ascribed to the hide 
be compared in acres, the discrepancy is very glaring, ranging 
from the 20 acres of Polydore Vergil to the 120 acres of 
Agard ; the intermediate stages being 30, 33£, 634 64, 96, 
and 100 acres.t

* Domesd. torn. 1, fol. 165, quoted by Ellis, Int. Domesd. vol. 1, p. 145.
t Mr. Morgan, quoted by Mr. Pearson, makes the range of variation from 64 

to 360 acres, Hist. England I., App. B., where further information on the use 
of the Hide may be found, pp. 654-657.
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If a similar comparison be made of the areas ascribed to 
the carucate, the range will be found from 00 by 100, 112, 
150, and 160 to 180 acres, whilst Agard says it was equal to 
the hide ; and we read that in Olive, in Cheshire, the Earl 
held Sanbec for 2£ virgates, Clive for 1 virgate, Suton for 
4 bovates, Wibaldeslai for 1 virgate, Wever for 1 virgate, and 
Aculvestune for 1 hide ; that six freemen held these lands for 
six manors, and that the land amongst them was 7 carucates.

The area ascribed to the bovate ranges from 8 acres to 16 
or 1 7 acres ; it is also said by one author to be one-eighth of 
a carucate, and by another to be equal to the hide. It is 
clear from these comparisons that those denominations never 
could be synonymous or equivalents ; that is, all representing 
as much land as could be ploughed, or cultivated, with one 
plough and its team of oxen in a year; unless it be assumed 
that the discrepancies arise from varieties of plough and soil, 
or are due to variations in the size of the acre, there being 
noted differences between the various provincial or customary 
acres, and between them and the statute acre.

Until recently the plough was a primitive implement, and 
there was little variation in the extent of land which could be 
ploughed in a year with one plough. Mr. Pusey, in reporting 
the results of experiments with a team of Clydesdale horses 
in comparison with one of his own county, gives the latter as 
three-quarters of an acre upon strong ground, sometimes as 
much as 1 acre upon the lightest, whilst the daily task of the 
Scotch horses upon strong land was l£ acre ; and this quan 
tity, equal to a Scotch acre, was stated to be the usual day's 
work in their native district. Commenting on this, Mr. Balmer 
says he has always found an English acre enough for a pair 
of horses from 1st November to about 1st March ; after that, 
the horses are able to work ten hours, and there is little 
difficulty in ploughing l£ acre ; much, however, depends on 
the nature of the soil, and the size of the field, as a great 

B2



deal of time is lost in turning when the field is small. Upon 
the whole, on dry land, a pair of horses will do a Scotch 
acre, i.e., l£ statute acre per day during the year.

In a report upon Stinchcombe farm, Gloucestershire, 
Mr. Morton says there are constantly employed eight men 
and eight boys, to work the teams of oxen and horses, con 
sisting of twelve oxen and four horses. Two oxen are put to 
a plough, with a boy to drive them, besides a rann to hold the 
plough ; and thus six ox-ploughs and two horse-ploughs can 
be worked at the same time, a strength more than equal for 
all the work required in cultivating these 200 acres of arable 
land.* In Cornwall, sixty years ago, a plough team usually 
consisted of four oxen, some of six, or of four with a horse 
to lead ; and three-quarters of an acre was considered a day's 
work.t A true ploughland would probably average 25 acres, 
statute, that being apparently as much as one yoke of oxen 
can keep in perfect cultivation throughout the year, much 
more than mere ploughing being requisite for that purpose.

It is pretty clear there is considerable confusion as to the 
values represented by the different terms applied by the 
authors of the Great Survey to the various holdings recorded 
therein ; and, unfortunately, the state of the country at the 
time of the survey is so imperfectly described, that little 
assistance oan be drawn from the description itself; but the 
condition of Ireland at the time of its settlement under the 
Commonwealth scheme the Plantation, as it is called  
presents a parallel, which probably resembles England after 
the Norman conquest; and as the condition of Ireland has 
been pretty fully described, a reference to it may be of assist 
ance. The Great Survey of Ireland included the forfeited 
lands in Leinster, Munster, and Ulster, and was conducted by 
Dr., afterwards Sir William, Petty, and subsequently first

  Jouni. R. Agr. Soc., vol. 1., p. 289 and p. 402. 
t Gen. View Ayr. Cornwall, by G. B. Worgau, p.'organ, p. 146.



Baron Shelburne, a collateral ancestor of the Lansdowna 
family ; a claim to participation in the credit of the survey 
being preferred on behalf of Thomas Taylour, ancestor of the 
Marquis of Headfort. The survey is known as the Down 
survey, from having been laid down in the map form, to dis 
tinguish it from the Strafford, the Civil, and Gross surveys, 
which were recorded in schedules or tables. In Ireland, as in 
England, a large extent is described as " waste," and an im 
portant object of the Down survey was to distinguish between 
the profitable and unprofitable lands, for the purpose of nn 
equitable allotment of the forfeited lands among the officers 
and soldiers of the army in satisfaction of claims for arrears 
of pay ; a further advantage being anticipated in the main 
tenance of British rule by immigrants of that description. 
The county of Kerry appears among those parts which had 
suffered most from the cruel warfare; and in June, 1056, 
Lewis Smith, one of the two surveyors or admeasurers of 
land to whom had been entrusted the details of that county, 
addressed humble proposals to the Lord Protector's Council 
for the Affairs of Ireland, in which he narrated some of the 
difficulties he and his colleagues had encountered.

He says: 
When we came first in the country, we viewed the place in a general 

way, considering the lands to be exceedingly bad, and were about not 
to return any part as profitable except only arable and good pasture, 
though our instructions mentioned several kinds of pasture, which did 
include and reach the worst, viz., rocky, fursy, heathy, mountain, and 
bog, &c , but yet it was so bad we intended to proceed. But then, 
coming to the more remote ...... we were at a loss, for the
like quantity we were about to return unprofitable in the more habitable 
pluces was even as good as many whole denominations (except some 
small spots of arable that were in some of them), and yet going by the 
name of ploughlands and parishes, &c.; some men's whole estates 
consisting of such like ; some of the said denominations wholly without 
arable. So we did not know what to do, but were very inquisitive of 
those who had been inhabitants of those places, and of our bounders;
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and we did clearly see that something might be made of them again, if 
stocked with cattle; and that it was not safe to take upon ourselves to 
cast away townlnnds, parishes, nay, even almost baronies, wholly for 
uuproHtable. Although we did at first so judge, having never been 
in the like places before, yet having information of the aforesaid, and 
seeing that the placos were returned in the abstracts as ploughlands and 
parishes, and were some men's whole estates, and that the said coarse 
ploughlands formerly paid contribution or taxes with the rest of the 
country, when the same was levied by ploughlands, therefore we could 
not but judge these places good for something, and resolved to make 
something of them. ..... When we came to present the diffi 
culties concerning the quality of the lands, we lighted, to all intents and 
purposes, upon one and the same way in distinguishing the lands into 
three sorts or parts, viz., arable and good pasture, coarse pasture, and 
unprofitable, before seeing or hearing from each other, and so consulted 
concerning the premises, and resolved to put in execution our former 
purposes, viz., to measure exactly each denomination, and then to 
consider the quality thereof, and to run out by chain and instrument all 
bog and mountain that our bounders land with the best information we 
could get OH the place) did cull wholly unprofitable, that was, without 
dispute, according to our and their judgment; and to distinguish all the 
arable and good pasture land, and good wood, from the rest of the 
coarse or middling sort of land, which we did not know what to do 
with, but did consider how many acres of that coarse land was worth 
one acre of good grazing laud in those places where they lay, judging 
that to be the most fit and absolute way, with the advice of the chief 
inhabitants. There being almost the same rule before us, which was of 
ancient standing, namely, the division into ploughlands, one plough- 
land heing great and another small, as they were in goodness and 
badness; for many of the ploughlands were but seventy and eighty 
ncres, others two or three hundred, and others 2,000, sometimes 3 or 
4,000 acres. Now, at the first division of ploughlands, they did 
endeavour to make them equal in value to each other; but much of the 
coarse ploughlands being bog, in process of time the inhabitants have 
improved some of the same, and made it fit to bear corn, so that in one 
of these great ploughland« there will be as much arable now as in one 
of the small, besides the number of cattle the great ploughlands are 
able to graze above the small. Ordinarily and usually, the large 
ploughlands are better than the small, so that we could not set down 
any general rule to proceed by ploughlands; aud then, many of them



were wholly without arable, or any good pasture, and sometimes noue 
that we could call absolutely unprofitable. Therefore we did value 
whether ten, twenty, thirty, or the like, were worth one acre of good 
grazing land in that parish or barony, and so consequently did proceed 
in the like sort throughout the whole country.*

It will be observed that Smith makes mention of plough- 
lands " wholly without arable," showing that the word plough- 
land was used technically. The picture of the difficulties 
attending this survey would be incomplete if the piteous 
appeal were omitted with which Smith concludes his letter: 

So that I think we are not blameworthy, but ought rather to be 
considered, having the most intricate piece of work, and spent more 
time than any, and worked as hard as any, and were at more charges 
than any admeasurers in Ireland. Indeed, we were no otherwise than 
slaves, our wages not bearing our charges by many pounds ; and for all 
our care and diligence, we cannot please our masters. If a torment 
had been invented, never could have been greater, short of death ; for 
we have lost our time, and men do their endeavours to take away our 
good name; and all this while we are clear, as we hope your lordships 
will now be satisfied, and will see an absolute necessity in finding out a 
mean between the two extremes in setting out the lands in Kerry.f

In conjunction with the variations noticed by Smith in tho 
size of ploughlands, may be. recorded the great differences in 
the baronies also. From schedules given in the same volume, 
it appears that the range is from l,414a. 30p. in Half 
Rathdown, Co. Wickluw, to I75,268a. 2r. 29p. in Carbury, 
Co. Cork. It is noticeable that the Half Rathdown, Co. 
Dublin, is returned as containing ll,400a. Ir. 37p., so that 
the term Half does not imply anything like an equal division 
superficially. At the time of the partition, the productive 
values of the two halves may have been nearly equal. The

* The Hist, of the Survey of Ireland, commonly called the Down Survey. 
By Dr. William Petty. A.D. 1655-6. Edited, etc., &c., by Thomas Aiskew 
Larcom, F.R.S., M.K.I.A., Major R.E. Dublin, for the Archaeological Society, 
1851. Pp. 94-7. Major Larcom has been created a baronet in recognition of 
his valuable public services.

t Ibid., p. 100.
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smallest baronies after Half Rathdown, Wicklow, are those 
of Callen Liberties, Co. Kilkenny, returned at 2,122 acres, 
and Kilmallock Town and Liberties, Co. Limerick, at 
2,U2a. 3r. I2p.*

The surveyors were instructed " to sett downe the number 
" of acres contained in the said denomination or parcell of 
"land, according to an exact admeasurement, at 21 feet to 
" the pole, and one hundred and sixty poles to the acre."t 
This measure is considerably in excess of statute measure, 
the pole of which is only J-Gj feet, and thus the colonists 
were much favoured. In Ireland this measure has superseded, 
I believe, every other, except the Statute and Cunningham 
measures. It is known as the Plantation Measure, from its 
use in the settling, colonizing, or planting of the country 
from Great Britain ; it is used in various parts of South 
Britain, and is known by a variety of appellations. I have 
not been able to learn why it was selected for the Down 
survey.

It is now desirable to consider the suggestions of various 
commentators upon the word hide. Selden says, "the just 
" value of n hide that might fit the whole kingdom never 
" appears from Domesday, and was ever of uncertain quantity."J 
Mr. Beamont supposes the idea of quantity came to be 
associated with the word at the first levying of the Dane- 
gelt, when every vill was roughly estimated to contain one or 
more hides, or some proportion of them."§ In Du Cange it 
is suggested that the word is derived from the Saxon hythen, 
quod est tegere. According to Bosworth, the A. S. word is 
hydan, but this etymon appears eminently unsatisfactory. 
Mr. Kemble considers the word hide is the contracted and 
almost universal form of higid.JI The A. S. equivalent for

* Ibid., pp. 137-153. t Ibid., p. 36. * Tit. Hon., p. 622. 
§ Lit. Exten. and Trails. Domesd. B., Ches. and Lane., p. xxix. 
|| The Saxont in England. I. 91.



hide is hiwisc, the primary meaning of which, according to 
Bosworth, is a family, family property, from Hiw, a colour, a 
family; consequently the hiwisc was probably equivalent to 
the Roman heredium, that is, the land allotted for each house 
hold ; or perhaps a patrimony, the extent depending upon 
fertility and 1 other causes. Bosworth gives hide as the 
secondary meaning of hiwisc, which is very possibly a deri 
vative from the first, and indicative of the primary meaning 
of the word, with which ultimately it became synonymous 
when applied to land. The literal meaning of hiwisc is 
house-ish, or domestic, the second part of the word, isc, 
being the original of the modern adjectival termination, IK/I. 
The word survives in the simple or compound form in the 
names of various places, as Huish and Huyshe ; and in sur 
names, derived probably from one place or the other. I 
apprehend, however, that hide is really a Celtic word in 
Teutonic dress ; and the transformation is very explicable : 
it seems to represent eid, a tax or tribute, and in the 
form of aids or subsidies is familiar in English history. I 
think the Commons have granted aids wiihiu the current cen 
tury, and that their disuse is due to the funding system. The 
Teuton would naturally suppose the sounds a, e, (the Celtic 
e and i,) to represent the diphthong <2, with which, in his 
language, the letter y is mutable, and thus the eid (or aid) 
would become yd, or hide. The Irish language presents 
another curious illustration of the origin I venture to assign 
for the word hide, in arcis, tendered by O'Reilly as hide, which 
appears to be compounded of two words : ar, ploughing, and 
cis, rent, thus denoting a rent for ploughing. Allied to this 
is airdchios, chief rent, head rent, tribute, compounded of 
aird, a coast, or region, also state, order; and cios, rent, 
tribute, revenue, tax : airdchios may therefore be regarded as 
equivalent for land tax. The use of the word aid, or hide, 
probably preceded the incursions of the Danes, and even the
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Saxon era, by gome centuries; and, having regard to the 
Roman practice of imposing tribute on the vanquished, the 
introduction of the tax is very likely as old at least as their 
epoch. From the earliest period of its slightest record, 
South Britain appears as the resort of foreigners, who have 
either traded for its mineral and other exports, or have taken 
possession by conquest. To the present date that resort con 
tinues in the first form from regions more distant than those 
of the Greeks or Phoenicians. The inhabitants were thus 
early inured to the knowledge and practice of that payment 
of tribute, or taxes, from which their most recent descendants 
are not exempt. Some curious illustrations have been pre 
served. The Welsh for t\n,alcan, when analysed yields Celtic 
al and can, signifying tribute rock, very suggestive of suffer 
ings like those inflicted on Mexicans and Peruvians by the 
Spanish thirst for gold. So the Cangi, whose name is best 
preserved through being stamped on certain ingots or bars of 
lead, do not appear to have been a tribe of that name, of 
uncertain locality, but that portion of various tribes by whom 
tribute was paid, if, indeed, the name does not rather belong 
to the ingots themselves as constituting tribute.* And the 
name of Mevngissey.t in Cornwall, if correctly rendered  
the tribute-defeat-stream records an effort to escape an 
impost. Of Roman taxation, Dr. Smith says, the tribute 
imposed upon foreign countries was by far the most important 
branch of the public revenue during the time of Rome's 
greatness. It was sometimes raised at once, sometimes paid 
by instalments, and sometimes changed into a poll-tax, which 
was in many cases regulated according to the census. In 
regard to Cilicia and Syria, we know this tax amounted to 
one per cent, of a person's census (that is, his real property), 
to which a tax upon houses and slaves was added. Jn some

* Celtic, cana, tribute, amercement, 
t Celtic, meibhad-geii-sa.
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cases the tribute was not paid according to the census, but 
consisted of a land tax.* In England the Roman exactions 
appear to have taken the form, in part, of supplies of provi 
sions, which were deposited in various places appointed for 
the purpose. Perhaps some of these places were those which 
now bear the name of Cold Harbour, of which it has been 
ascertained there are upwards of seventy.t That name I 
suppose to be derived from C. caol-de-arbhar, signifying a 
gathering or collection of corn, that is, a granary. The 
name Barton seems to have a similar significance, G. bar-dun 
the corn place; and from Domesday we learn thnt places 
there named were constituted herewicks, possibly by the 
Teutonic and Scandinavian rulers. Of places so named, 
however, Berwick-upon-Tweed does not appear to have had 
another name. Allied to Cold Harbour appear the various 
forms of Caldecot, which are also numerous, referable also 
to the Celtic, as caol-df.-coth, collection of meat or victuals, 
or possibly caol-de-ceath, collection of sheep, and so denoting 
the places where collections of animals or animal food and wool 
were formed. It must be remembered that parts of Britain, 
during the Eoman occupation, were highly civilized, and 
doubtless the form of exaction varied with the condition of 
the people and their productive power. Similarly, the amount 
of the tribute would vary; in towns and more civilized parts 
it may have approximated to the taxation of the Italian 
cities, whilst among the tribes barely subjugated it may have 
been modified as the tribe was submissive, or the reverse. 
If it were levied in one sum, its apportionment amongst a 
tribe may have been left to its rulers ; on a fresh outbreak, 
the amount may have been increased, whilst submission and 
friendly aid may have been rewarded by deductions; inter 
necine conflicts, or intermarriages, producing the aggregation

* Diet. Greek and Roman Antiq., in V. Vectigalia. 
t Hartthorn'i tialopia.
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of the possessions of two or more tribes hy one: and thus as 
possessions accumulated so would eids. Then there is the 
process of subdivision by conquest, by distribution among 
children, by grants to faithful friends and allies. Not that 
the estates were alienated; in all probability the fee, to use a 
legal phrase, vested in the tribe, as in Rome in the people; 
and so the grants would be subject to the performance of 
stipulated or implied service, in fact, originating the practice 
which has assumed the form of copyhold tenure. Instances 
of this appear to be referred to in Domesday Book; for 
example, in West Derby we read three of these hides, the 
tax whereof King Edward remitted to the thanes who held 
them, were free. According to Thorpe, folcland could not 
be alienated in perpetuity, and therefore, on the expiration of 
the term for which it had been granted, it reverted to the 
community, and was again distributed by the same authority.* 
The distinction between folcland and bocland is pithily defined 
by Spelman: "Praedia Saxones duplici titulo possidebant, 
" vel scripta auctoritate, quod booland vocabant; vel populi 
" testimonio quod folcland dixere." The date at which 
manors were originated, or were introduced into these islands, 
is quite undetermined; almost every entry in Domesday 
Book has mention of demesne lands, many of them styled 
ancient; and, while Coke says the Saxons were unacquainted 
with these manors, he adds, "yet in effect they had manors 
" in those days, in circumstance, peradventure, something 
" varying in substance, surely nothing different from our 
"manors at this day; they wanted neither demesnes nor 
" services, the two material causes of a manor, as Fulbeck 
" termeih them. Their demesnes they termed the Inlands, 
" because the lords kept them in their own hands, and enjoyed 
" them in their own possession; their service they termed the 
"Utlands, because those lands were iu the manurance and 

* Anc, Laws and Inst., Gloss, in v,
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" occupation of certain tenants, who, in consideration of the 
" profits arising out of these lands, were bound to perform 
" unto their lords certain duties and services."* The utlands, 
or outlands, according to Thorpe, are identical with the geneat- 
lands, which were granted for services or rent, t

Considering *how universal is the mention of manors 
throughout Domesday Book, it seems impossible not to 
admit that a lengthened period must have elapsed between 
their original introduction and the Great Survey, in which I 
am not aware that any other name than that of domain, or 
desmesne, lands has been applied to them. This word is 
usually assumed to be of Norman-French origin, but this 
assumption is due apparently to the way in which the earlier 
and more native Celtic element has been ignored; as though 
the history and influence of a race who possessed the country 
for many centuries could be wholly wiped out as though 
they had been swept away by successive waves of invaders. 
But records remain of their extended influence in the names 
of rivers, hills, towns, and villages; and in the laws, adopted 
or imposed by each band of conquerors, there is evidence of 
numbers which could not be exterminated, nor even wholly 
absorbed. No doubt many retreated before the Romans to 
the western margin of the island, or fled to Ireland and the 
Scottish lowlands; but many, probably the bulk, remained, 
either as foes, or friends, or serfs. So, also, of the Normans; 
they could not eradicate the people they found in the country. 
If neither the Romans nor the Normans could clear, or did 
not wish to clear, away all those they found in the country, it 
is difficult to conceive how the Teutons or Scandinavians

* The CompUat Copyholder: being a Discourse, of the Antiquity and 
Nature of Manors and Copyholds, <tc.; 1764, p. 2.

t Ancient Laws and Institutes of England, and Bosworth's Diet., in v. 
 The word neat is derived from nyt, useful, convenient, needful, and was 
applied to cattle as necessaries, during life as beasts of burden, and after death 
as food, clothing, and otherwise.
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should do so. In fact, it appears that the Saxon scribes 
have greatly exaggerated the numbers and achievements of 
their compatriots, and that too much credence has heen given 
to their tales. All the so-called history of King Arthur is 
admittedly fabulous, and it is difficult to understand why the 
legends of the earlier period assigned to the invasion of 
Hengist and Horsa should be regarded as less mythic and 
more historical. It is not impossible that the legend may 
prove to be another Teutonic version of the actions of the 
Dioskouroi ; the names are suspiciously eponymic, both 
signifying horses, and thus in singular parallel to Romulus 
and Remus.*

It may be allowahle to doubt if the history of Britain has 
been even yet unravelled from the tangle of fact and fiction 
bequeathed by monkish historians, notwithstanding the able 
research to which it has heen subjected. When the Romans 
left, were there not important bodies or tribes of Celts who 

"were not Welsh ?
Spelman, who is of those who do not trace the national 

customs beyond the Teutonic era, speaks of the Saxon 
manner of dividing the kingdom by hydes, and levying 
soldiers according to the hyde, which, he says, grew out of 
use at the Norman conquest. He also says the Normans 
changed the name to that of carrue, and ordinarily assigned 
two carrues to a knight's fee.f Coke, on the other hand, 
says it is undetermined whether a knight's fee was rated 
according to quantity or value; and adds: " In the Duchy of

* For the pervading influence of this and other myths, see Mythology of the 
Aryan nations, by Geo. W. Cox, M.A.; also Kemble'a Saxons in England, 
T. 16. London, 1870. As these sheets are passing through the press, the 
Athenaum reports, May 11, 1872, that at the Society of Antiquaries, May 2, 
Mr. H. C. Coote communicated a paper which called attention to a passage in 
an Italian historian (probably Paulus Diacouus) which had been overlooked by 
Lappenberg, and other writers on early English history, in which it was stated 
that Vortigeru, not Hengist, was the invadur of Kent.

t The English Works. Second Ed., 1727. Fol. 45.
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" Lancaster, the fee contained four hides, each hide four 
" carrues, each cavrue four yards of thirty acres each, and 
" every fee 1,920 acres. According to other computations," 
he adds, " a knight's fee contained 080 acres. But in 
" most computations the fee contained five hides, each hide 
" four yards (5f twenty-four acres each, in the whole 480 
" acres."* In the reign of Edward II., we are told, " 800 
" acres made a knight's fee, but in Cornwall, at that time, 
" four Cornish acres, containing 1,080 statute acres, were 
" required to make up one knight's fee."t Hollinshed 
says: " Heere note, by the way, that an hyde of lande 
" ineludeth an hundred acres, and an acre conteyneth fortie 
" perches in length and foure in breadth, the length of a 
" pearch conteyning sixteene foote and an halfe, so that the 
"common acre should conteyne 240 £ perches; and eyghte 
" hydes, or 800 acres, is a knyghte's fee, after the best 
"approved writers and playne demonstration."! He also 
says that " the word families is all one with hidelands, 
" ploughlands, carucates, or ternewares;" and that "in Lin- 
" colnshire the worde hyde, or hidelande, was never in use in 
" olde time, as in other places, but for hide they, used the 
" word carucate, or cartware, or teme, and these were of no 
" less compasse then an hidelande. Ex Hugone le blanc 
monacho Pelroburgensi." ||

Mr. Kemble's estimate, that the hide was equivalent to 
thirty statute acres, is based upon the assumption of " a 
" most striking coincidence with respect to the size of tho 
"hide in various parts of England;" (!) and that "there 
" does seem reason to believe that a measure not widely

* The Compleat Copyholder, ut supra, p. 29.
t Nat. Hist. Cornwall, by William Borlase, 1758, p. 320.
J There appears some error here, as 160 perches make an acre, with but few 

exceptions, whatever the extent of the perch may be.
§ Vol. III., fol. 312. 1; Vol. I., fol. 12.
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" different from the result of my own calculations as to the 
" hide prevailed in Germany, and hence to conclude that it 
" was the usual basis of measurement among all the tribes 
" that issued from the storehouse of nations;" and that 
" there is reason to believe ' the Anglo-Saxon acre' implied 
" ordinarily a quantity of land not very different in amount 
" from our own statute acre."* This distinguished scholar, 
who speaks of the acre as " a fixed and not a variable 
" quantity, both as to form and extent," does not appear to 
have been aware of the great variety of the measures of 
land which have and, to some extent, do still prevail in the 
British Isles, of which nearly forty may be enumerated, and 
some of them presumably of Celtic origin, as they are found 
only in Wales. Nor was he aware that there has been, and 
is still, or at any rate was within fifty years, a lineal measure 
called an acre, which was 22 yards in Bedfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire, 28 in Yorkshire, and 32 in Derbyshire ; 
and that the very name is probably of Celtic origin, from 
eadh-coir (aceer), a statute cbrd.f Of this lineal measure 
Mr. Kemble quotes illustrations in a footnote; others may 
be found abundantly in Domesday Book, and one is supplied 
by Shakespere, Winter's Tale, I, 2; and above, p. 1.

Much of the uncertainty which attaches to the word hide 
will disappear if it should be assumed that the word is the 
Teutonic form of the Celtic eid. In fact, the probability 
that a tax, or value, was the true signification of the word 
hide has forced itself upon various commentators, though 
they have not succeeded in discarding the preconceived idea 
of its denoting an extent of land.

Mr. Beamont, in his valuable Extension and Translation

* Saxons in England, I. 95-6.
t Pro. Liverpool Architectural and Archaeological Society, 1871-2, in 

which this subject is discussed at some length in a paper, " Customary or Local 
Measures of Laud in tho British Isles;" also Second Report Com. Weights and 
Measure!. Par. Pro., 1820.
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of the Survey of Cheshire and Lancashire, has extended 
the abbreviation geld, into geldalilis, and translated it rate 
able to the i/eld. Mr. Kemble renders it geldable. Selden, 
on the other hand, extends it into geldabat; and it seems 
probable that the latter is the more correct -extension, for 
the surveyors- are recording the hidage in the time of King 
Edward the Confessor, and would naturally use language 
which had reference to the past. This is confirmed in places 
by Mr. Beamont, who gives tenuit, geldavit, and valebat. 
Of Bistre (Biscopestrue) it is said: Tempore regis Edwardi 
nunquam geldavit nee hidata fuit; which Mr. Beamont 
renders, " In King Edward's time it was never rated to the 
" gelt, nor hided." But surely it is more correct to read, 
" It never yielded in King Edward's time, nor was it (even) 
" hided." Now, the Teutonic geld being the same word 
with the English yield, the form given by Selden would 
signify was yielding, an expression indicative not of super 
ficial extent, but of value, and analogous to part of the 
ordinary covenant in a modern lease, "yielding and paying," 
in which the distinction is enforced between the rent or price 
to be paid and the value accruing, or yielded, which may be 
taken compulsorily in default of payment. And thus ancient 
confraternities were called gilds, because they yielded certain 
advantages to the members, and not because the members 
paid for those advantages. After pointing out that the hide 
must of necessity be various according to the nature of the 
soil and custom of husbandry in every county, Selden 
says: "Thence is it that, in Domesday, such a place gel- 
" ddb&tjiro x., xii., xx., &c., hidis ; that is, it paid after the 
" rate of so many hides, for by hides the usual payments of 
" subsidies and aids were in the elder times."* And again:  
" But it is plain that the antient taxes and subsidies extra-

* Tit. Hon., part 2, fol. 657.
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"ordinarily paid to the Crown were chiefly levied by hydes, 
" and are called hydugia, or hydagium. ...... By
" hydes chiefly the land of the kingdom was reckoned in 
" Domesday; and the aids taken in the infancy of the 
" Norman state here was hydage."*

I think this view receives confirmation on a careful exami 
nation of Mr. Beamont's volume,, in which such expressions 
as the following occur frequently: " Ihi dimidia hida gelda- 
" hilis." "Ibi tercia pars unius hidoe geldabilis, tenet in ipsa 
" villa unam bovatam et terciam partem unse hidee gelda- 
" bilem." " Ibi duse partes unius hidee geldabiles;" in which, 
it will be observed that the adjective gcldalilis qualifies the 
part, and not the hide, and I submit should be rendered, 
"there yieldable or producible of half a hide;" "there the 
"third part producible of a hide;" "he holds in the town 
" itself a bovate and a third part producible of a hide ;'  
" two parts producible of a hide ;" that is, in more idiomatic 
English, " capable of yielding an aid, or part of an aid." 
This emendation is of Mr. Beamont's extension ; Selden's 
extension requires none.

In the Shetland Isles, in the present clay, a custom exists 
which appears identical with the fiscal nature ascribed to the 
hide, or aid. It is thus described by a correspondent of 
Notes and Queries: 

All public assessments are levied, and divisions made, according to 
the number of merklands in a parish. All arable lands were anciently, 
under the Norwegian law, rated as merks a merk containing eight 
ures. These merks are quite indefinite as to extent. It is, indeed, 
clear that the ancient denomination of merk land had not reference to 
superficial extent, but was a denomination of value alone, in which was 
included the proportion of the surrounding commonalty, or scattald. 
Merk lands are of different values, as sixpenny, ninepenny, twelve- 
penny a twelvepenny mark having, formerly at least, been considered

* Ibid., fol. 657, No. 245.
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equal to two sixpenny merks; and in some old deeds lands are described 
as thirty merks sixpenny, otherwise fifteen merks twelvepenny lund. 
All assessments have, however, for a long period, i)een levied, and all 
privileges apportioned, according to merks, without relation to whether 
they were sixpenny or twelvepenny. The ancient rentals of Shetland 
contain about fourteen merks of laud; and it will be noticed that, how 
ever much the ancient enclosed land be increased by additional im 
provements, the number of merks ought to be, and are, stationary. 
The valued rent, divided according to the merk lands, would make a 
inerk land iu Shetland equal to ±'2 Scots of valued rent. There are 
only two places of Scotland proper where merks are in use Stirling 
and Dunfermline, I think. As these two places were the occasional 
residences of our ancient Scottish kings, it is possible this plan of 
estimating land may have obtained there, to equalise and make better 
understood some arrangements relating to laud entered into between 
the Kings of Norway and Scotland.*

Is it not more probable that the merk thus used is the 
Celtic eid rebaptized by Scandinavian or Teuton? The 
inequality in the extent of land included under the term 
merk ranges from half an acre to two acres, t According to 
Jameson, the words merk, merkland, were a denomination 
of land, from the duty anciently paid to the sovereign or 
superior. On the same authority, the ncattald or seal/told is 
open ground for pasture, or for furnishing fuel; whilst ure 
is a denomination of land in Orkney and Shetland, " Isl. 
" auri, octava pars marcte, tarn in fundo, quam in mobilibus." 
The scatland of Orkney seems somewhat analogous to the 
merk of Shetland and the hide, or eid, of England. It must 
be remembered that the Great Survey was taken for the purpose 
of ascertaining the revenue that had been, and could be, 
extracted from the people, and that the mere extent of land 
was comparatively unimportant.

A curious parallel to the primary signification I have

* N. and Q., First Series, VII., 618.
t Second Report on Weights and Measurei. Par, Pro. 1820.

c2
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suggested for the hide of land is presented by the hide- 
geld. Amongst the Anglo-Saxons, if a serf committed cer 
tain offences he was made to suffer in his hide, i.e., cerium, 
or skin; if, however, he was possessed of means, he was 
allowed to commute this corporal punishment for a pecuniary 
fine, called hide-geld. I do not know the rate of exchange, 
but there was a tariff of so many lashes for a shilling ; and 
on various occosions the penalty to be exacted is spoken of 
in the laws as being, not so many hide-gelds, but as so many 
hides. Each of these hides represented a given tale of 
punishment, just as I have supposed the hide of land to 
have denoted, primarily, a given tale of taxation, subse 
quently applied to the extent of land assessed to the aid; 
thence subdivisions would follow, as in the merklands of 
Shetland.

A hide of land in Blechingdon, Oxon, was rated, temp. 
Hen. III., 1109, at forty shillings; if this represented the 
value of the hide, or tax, and not that of the land, and the 
rate was uniform, then Chester, at fifty hides, was rated to 
produce £100 a year, equal to £12,000 per annum at the 
present value of money.*

It seems impossible to reconcile the hidage of cities with 
the supposition that a hide is always the extent of a plough- 
land. It is inconceivable that, at the time of the survey, 
there were fifty ploughlands in Chester and only five in 

, Exeter; and taking the smallest area assigned to the hide, 
! namely, twenty acres, the fifty hides assigned to Chester 

would give an area of 1,000 acres, -which is several 
fold the extent of that venerable city. And again, whilst 
Exeter was assessed for only five hides, Melcombe Regis 
was rated for ten. Yet Mr. Kemble says, "it is neces-

* Ellis Int. Domesd., I., p. 149.
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" sary to bear in mind that the Hid is exclusively arable 
land." *

The modern land-tax is the legitimate representative of the 
ancient hide, or aid, levied upon real property ; it was insti 
tuted in 1G89, and assumed its present form a few years 
later, 1097; continued an annual vote until 1798, when it 
was rendered permanent, with the option of redemption; and 
in 1853 the cost of redemption was reduced 17^ per cent. 
The inequalities in the levy of this tax are very great, 
ranging, in 183G, from four shillings to one farthing in the 
pound, t The popular explanation of these inequalities 
aptly illustrates the loose way in which thoughtless guesses 
are accepted as historic facts. Respectable authorities, in 
cluding Dr. Leone Levi,t assert that every city and county 
was allowed to assess itself; that those favourable to the 
Government were liberal, but those hostile (i.e. Jacobites) 
had no scruple in assessing themselves at the lowest possible 
amount. But, on reference to the statutes, it appears the 
Commissioners were directed to issue warrants to two, at the 
least, of the most able and sufficient inhabitants of each 
parish, or place, to be assessors, to ascertain the true yearly 
value as thu same were let for, or were worth to be let for, at 
the time of the assessing thereof. §

On the identity of the land-tax with hydagc, &c., Black- 
stone says:  

These periodical assessments, the subsidies which preceded them, and

* The Saxons in England, Vol. I., p. 488. In Cheshire there is little 
doubt the value of the hide was enhanced by saltworks, and that mines, 
fisheries, eeries, hays, and other possessions, increased the hidage, or aid- 
assessment, whilst the almost universal discrepancy between the hidage and 
the number of carucates renders Mr. Kerable's statement very improbable.

t Constitutional Right to a Revision of the Land-tax. Pamph., Anti- 
Corn-Law League. 1842.

J On Taxation; How it is raised, and how it is expended, 1860, pp. 
155-6.

§ Constitutional Bight, &c., ut supra.
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the more aritieht seufage, hyctage, and talliage, were, to all intents and 
purposes, a land-tax; and the assessments were sometimes expressly 
called so.* Yet a popular opinion has prevailed that the land-tax was 
first introduced in the reign of King William III., because, in the year 
1692, a new assessment, or valuation, of estates was made throughout 
the kingdom, which, though by no means a perfect one, had this effect, 
that a supply of ^500,000 was equal to Is. in the pound of the value of 
the estates given.

He further says : 
The method of raising it is by charging a particular sum upon each 

county, according to the valuation given in A.II. 1692.f

When the tax was made permanent it was assumed that 
the several assessments should be permanent also, hence 
glaring inequalities, which have never been adjusted. In 
1858, according to Dr. Levi, the discrepancies between the 
yield of the land-tax and of the property-tax on realty was 
as follows: 

London City .................. .687,056 ............ .62,096,000
St. Pancras ......... 1,399 ............ 3,118,000

  Marylebone, &c. 1
  Paddington ...... I 1-018 ............ 2,970,000

Leeds and suburbs ......... 1,057 ............ 671,000
Manchester .................. 1,106 ............ 2,840,000 I

This illustrates some of the discrepancies in the hydage or 
amount of aids levied in different parts of the country, which 
would fluctuate not only with the relative value of property 
in different parts of the kingdom, but also with the differ 
ences arising from the (probable) fact that the assessments 
for different places were made at different dates. For ex 
ample, in South Lancashire it is said that each hide con 
tained six carucates; but this proportion is not found

* Com. Journ., 26 Jun., 9 Dec., 1678.
t Book I., o. 8, s. xviii.
J On Taxation, ut supra, p. 156.



elsewhere, not even in the adjacent county of Chester; and 
 whilst the value of land yielding a bide, or aid, appears 
to have been sixteen shillings in the former county, it is 
difficult to ascertain the amount in Cheshire. The natural 
inference is, that as the taxation in Lancashire was less 
complicated, it was more recently established, and conse 
quently that Lancashire was brought under the supremacy 
of the Saxons at a date comparatively recent when the 
Great Survey was taken. It is generally assumed that the 
Conqueror's object in having the survey taken was to ascer 
tain the amount of taxation which could be extracted; 
and therefore value, and not extent, was the important fact to 
be ascertained. This is confirmed by tbe epithet waste; by 
the statement that, in certain parts, more ploughs might be 
used, and in others more land might be brought under culti 
vation.* Further confirmation is derived from the title of 
the book, if I am correct in supposing that Domesday repre 
sents the Celtic do-meis-deigh, and signifies the appraisement- 
inquest, or inquisition. On the supposition that hides repre 
sent aids, much, which is otherwise incomprehensible and 
anomalous, assumes systematic relations.

It is highly probable that a similar inquiry would tend to 
correct some of the views which have been expressed relative 
to the value of carucates, virgates, bovates, and other terms 
which were employed in the Great Survey. So far as my 
inquiries have proceeded it seems almost certain that the term 
carucate was as vague at that period in England, as was the

* Anno cjus xviij 0 fecit inquiri per suamquarnque schiram Anglite qnot 
hidse et jugera sufficerent uni aratro per annum, ct quot aminalia, quid una 
quam urbs, castellas, vicus, villse, flumen, polua, silva reddent per annum, et 
in Thesauro reponi, quod dicitur Domesday. Feudal Manuals of English 
History, by Thomas "Wright, Esq., 11.A., l\S.A.,&c.; published under the 
direction and at the expense of Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., &c., p. 139. It ia 
also stated that the Conqueror, anno ejus xv° .... cepit ab uuaquaque hida 
terra rj.s.; and on p. 135, that Etheldred fecit parari contra Dacos ex ccc.x 
hidis navem unam, et ex viij hidis loricam et galeam ; showing that the aid 
was sometimes levied in kind, instead of coin.



84

term ploughland in Ireland at the date of the Plantation, 
ante pp. 5-7. It is usually assumed that there were four 
virgateg in a hide ; but we have seen from Coke, ante p. 14, 
that a hide contained four carru&s, and each carrue four yards, 
thus making a hide equal to sixteen virgates or yardlands. 
See also Liber niger Monasterii S. Petri de Burgo, published 
by the Camden Society as an appendix to the Chron. Petro- 
burg., entries in which seem to show that a hide contained or 
covered many more than four virgates. For example, " in 
" Undele sunt 1III hidee ad geldum Regis. Et de istis hidis 
" tenent XXV homines XX virgas terree. * * * * 
" In Estona sunt III hidse nd in Waram. Et de hac terra 
" tenent XXI villani XXI virgas; et VI virgoe et dimidia 
" wastee sunt." But the further discussion of this part of 
the subject must be deferred to another occasion.


