
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT, 1871.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith.

READ 18iB Ami, 1872.

IN the absence of any extraordinary discoveries within our 
borders during the past year, the present record is chiefly 
confined to some description of relics of various historic 
epochs, occurring upon the sea beach of Cheshire, and to the 
Roman remains found at Wilderspool ; the latter, as upon 
previous occasions, being most obligingly communicated by 
Dr. Kendrick, of Warrington. The untiring perseverance of 
this gentlemen in securing all the objects of interest, and his 
intelligent investigation of their varied manipulation and 
uses, are worthy of our highest commendation.

For a former record,* the writer was favoured by Mr. 
James Paterson, of Warrington, with a brief description of 
the natural stratification of the Bewsey valley near that town, 
a subject which he has since amplified into an essay, read 
before the Warrington Literary and Philosophical Society in 
the course of the past year. Reprinted from the Warrington, 
Guardian, it forms a pamphlet, illustrated by three coloured 
sections, drawn to a scale of 10 feet to one inch and 
illustrating 

(1) The line of railway through the Bewsey valley.
(2) Half-section on the line between Bewsey aud Sankey.
(3) Site of the west end of the Gas Company's property.

Of these the first is the only one displaying the ancient 
forest bed, a single stratum, analogous probably to the upper 
most of those denuded by the tide and always visible, save at

* Transactions, 1869-70, p. 269. 
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high water of spring tides, upon the Great Meols beach, the 
two beds being separated by a thick one of blue marl or silt. 
In the Bewsey valley, its single forest-bed averages about 
seven feet in thickness, or that of both the Meols ones 
united ; its position, however, lying beneath deposits of 
hog-earth and white sand, and overlying the glacial drifts  
is perfectly analogous, geologically, to the littoral out- crops 
between Leasowe and Meols. The intermediate bed of blue 
marl, in the latter case, simply proves a local depression, 
which has temporarily constituted the bed of a lake, until at 
length, this having silted up, a vegetable and subsequently a 
forest growth has supervened.

EXCAVATIONS AT WILDERSPOOL.
Dr. Kendrick, of Warrington, reports: "The account 

" of my excavations and discoveries of Roman remains at 
" Wilderspool, which I read before the Historic Society, on 
" the 23rd of March, 1871, and which has been favoured by 
" publication in its volume of Transactions for last session, 
" brought down my proceedings to that precise date, and I 
" have but little further to communicate to your Report on 
" the Archaeology of the Mersey District for the past year. 
" The labourers at the excavation have been removed from 
" the south to the north bank of the Old Quay canal, as 
"being more accessible to the sand carts, and, although this 
" bank of the canal is sure to be the richer of the two in 
" Roman remains, yet I calculate that we are at present 
" about twenty yards distant from the eastern limit of the 
" Roman station. But if the proceeds of the past twelve 
" months have been smaller in bulk or quantity than pre- 
" viously, this deficiency has been amply made up by the 
" discovery of an unique tragic mask, of earthenware, which, 
" having been exhibited at a meeting of the British Archseo- 
" logical Association in London, has been engraved there, 
" to accompany some interesting remarks of Mr. H. Syer
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" Cuming, F.S.A. These observations, which have just ap- 
" peared in the last issued number of the Journal of the 
" Association,* I will conclude by extracting : 

" ' Had time and space permitted, much might be said respecting the 
" ' Samian pottery hoth foreign and native, but we must press on to the 
" ' crowning glory of the late discoveries, the very gem of the present 
" ' assemblage of relics in short, the rarest and most precious object 
"' which the excavations at Wilderspool have afforded, a veritable 
" ' antique periona or mask of terra cotta; to all appearance the work 
" ' of some Condate figulus, at least if colour and character of paste be 
" ' accepted as guides to locality. Deeply must we regret that this visor 
" ' comes to us in such a shattered and fragmentary state; hut enough 
" ' is preserved to shew that it is of ample size to cover the human face, 
" ' the eyes, nostrils and mouth, being open to allow sight, respiration, 
" ' and voice to proceed without interruption. There have been two 
" ' perforations towards the lower part of each cheek, and probably the 
" ' same number on each side of the forehead, through which cords 
" ' passed to lace the mask to a cap, hood, or wig, which covered the 
" ' head of the actor, for I presume there cannot be a doubt that it wns 
" ' fabricated for the theatrum.

" ' Among the Greek and Roman terra cottas in the British Museum, 
" ' is a full-sized persona comica, of fine workmanship, to all appearance 
" ' intended for the stage, the eyes, nostrils, and mouth being left open, 
" ' and a small round hole made in each ear for cords. There is also 
" ' another mask in the Museum, in which the eyes are perforated and 
" ' the mouth closed, which may he a persona muta, for a silent actor, 
" ' such as would be needed in some of the comedies of Plautus and 
"' Terence.

" ' Julius Pollux (Onomasticon, iv, sect. 133 scq.) enumerates twenty- 
"   five masks for tragedy, exclusive of those required for the personation 
" ' of certain heroes, &c., and forty-three for comedy ; so that it seems 
" ' perfectly hopeless to attempt to identify the Wilderspool visor with 
"'any special name that has descended to us; but, I think, we may 
" ' safely pronounce it a persona tragica, from the grave and almost 
" ' ghastly expression of countenance. With regard to the antiquity of 
"' the theatrical persona, we may just observe that Horace, in his Art 
" ' of Poetry, line 278, states, that in the time of Thespis, who flourished 
" ' B.C. 540, the performers' faces were disguised by being smeared with

* Vol. xivii.
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" ' lees of wine, and that jEschylus was the first person who introduced 
" ' the mask upon the stage. But if reliance he placed on Suidaa 
" ' (Choirillas), the poet Choerilus, a contemporary of Thespis, was the 
" ' inventor of such a device ; and further, Phrynichus added the female 
" 'persona to those hitherto employed, and Neophron of Sicyon that of 
" ' the pedagogue (Neophron).

" ' According to Virgil (Georg. ii, 387), some of the earliest masks 
" ' were formed of the bark of trees. Pollux tells us that leather lined 
" ' with linen was next employed; and we find by Hesychius they were 
" ' afterwards wrought ot wood.* All traces of antique visors of these 
" ' materials have perished, and the three of terra cotta here described 
" ' must be regarded as among the few and most interesting mementoes 
" ' of the classic stage which time has spared.'"

MEDLEVAL OBJECTS AT GARSTON.
In last year's annual, an interesting Penitential Scourge 

was recorded as found here, and a tracing from an engraving 
of it was shewn. Through the kindness of the owner, Mr. 
G. S. Robertson, the original is now exhibited. The writer 
suggested that this unique example of a peculiar class of 
instruments might have been in use at some one of the 
neighbouring religious houses, naming the Abbey at 
Stanlaw.t upon the opposite shore of the estuary. The 
conjecture has been confirmed by Mr. Jos. Boult's remarks in 
his " Historical Topography of Aigburth and Garston,"t 
where we find that the site of the discovery (10 feet deep), 
is a part of the old " Savoy lands" lying to the south 
of Garston Hall, (Gvassendale), which appears to have 
formed a portion of the " common pasture " lands which 
"Adam, lord of Garston," (who died A.D., 1265), "sold, 
" demised, and confirmed to the Abbot and Monks of 
" Stanlawe."§

* Masks of carved or painted -wood continue in use by several peoples. " An 
" extraordinary one, for an Indian snake charmer, crested with the cobra or 
" asp, painted of various hues," formerly in the Dawson Collection, is now in 
that of Mr. Cuming. One, coloured from the life, is worn by dancers of the 
Naas tribe of Indians of North Western America. An example, carved and 
stained, may be seen in the Mayer Collection.

t Accidentally printed Skirlaw. f Transactions, N.S., vol. viii. 
§ Coucher Book of Whalley.
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Among the " Romish Articles of Piety," or rather 
instruments of torture, in English Convents, described, 
illustrated, and published by the " Protestant Evangelical 
"Mission and Electoral Union, ' no fewer than eight varieties 
of ihejlageltum figure. All more or less barbarous in their 
character, these scourges are at the present moment 
procurable at Little's Ecclesiastical Warehouse, 20, Cran- 
bourne Street, and at the Convent of the Sisters of the 
Assumption of the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed 
Saviour, London. One only of these current examples 
presents us with the rowel, -which is confined, and singly, to 
the termination of the tails ; whilst in the early specimen, 
this object occurs in pairs, and throughout each tail, thus 
forming the chief feature and means of torture. Our 
example also differs in the enlarged size of ono of its seven 
tails, in which both the rowels and connecting links are of 
larger and stouter make than the rest. The jlageila in use 
are mostly of five or seven tails : the former being symbolical 
of the " five wounds of Christ," and the latter representing 
the " seven dolours of the Blessed Virgin." More rarely the 
instrument has nine tails, denoting " the nine months during 
 which our Saviour became incarnate."

In the course of the past year, whilst excavating a drain in 
connexion  with additions to the Windsor Iron Works, a 
curious example of the old Staffordshire " Tyg," or drinking- 
onp, was found. It is of a bright red earth, glazed brown 
over both inner and outer surface, and stands 7^ inches high.

Apart from the handles, fixed at opposite sides for 
handiness in passing round the company, the tyg is of 
unusual form and ornament. Above, simply cup-shaped, 
with fluted ornament, the vessel rapidly tapers downward 
mult-angularly, terminating in a circular base or foot, more 
splayed and firm than is usual in small crocks of this period. 
The vessel is imperfect, but enough remains clearly to indicate
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the whole form, which is probably unique. Mr. Mayer has 
paid much attention to this class of ceramic produce, and 
his collection boasts some very early, curious, and valuable 
examples, but none resembling this, in its remarkable approach 
to a classical contour. Coll. S. G. Robertson.

The brown glaze or rather "slip" is by no means 
common ; black being the ordinary colour of the tygs 
manufactured at the old Staffordshire " banks."

EARLY STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY.
Among the curiosities of native English pottery, no class 

attracts more public attention, notwithstanding its coarseness 
and rude ornamentation, than the large earthen dishes of the 
17th century. Although usually known by the designation 
of " Toft Dishes," these pieces in common, doubtlessly, 
with plates and pitchers of similar red earth were manu 
factured during the reigns of the Stuarts, by several 
Staffordshire potters, besides Ralph Toft and William Talor, 
one of which names usually occurs upon the extant 
examples. Two of these dishes have lately appeared in this 
neighbourhood ; one of which, said to have been obtained in 
Wales, is 1 7 inches in diameter, and only remarkable for the 
smallness of its ornaments, consisting of crowns, flowers, and 
knots, in brown. The other specimen has the full diameter 
of 18£ inches, and being a fine example, and for the past 
century at least remaining in a local family, it has been 
engraved in illustration. The centre displays a turkey-cock 
nearly the size of life, with large wattles and spurs; the 
otherwise vacant spaces being occupied by two fleur-de-lys and 
a rose. Curiously enough the bird was believed to represent 
that heraldic monster and myth, the Liverpool liver. The 
broad and flat rim on its lower portion bears the inscription, 
" Ralph Toft, 1676," the remainder being filled by imitation 
lattice-work. The whole of the ornamentation is in brown 
enamel, with yellow glaze.
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LIVERPOOL NOTES.
John Sadler, Ms Family and Works. The inventor of 

printing upon ceramic surfaces, it is to be feared, has left but 
few personal notices upon which to found a biography. 
This ingenious man, of whom Liverpool and his natal spot 
(wherever it is), have abundant reason to be proud, was 
originally an engraver, then n printer of his engravings upon 
pottery, porclain, and enamel ; subsequently a manufacturer 
of enamels, (and possibly of porcelain), and finally, having 
succeeded to the old-established printing and publishing 
business of his father, Adam Sadler, appears to have carried 
this on until decease. In the ceramic printing (as in its 
inception), he was associated with Guy Green, a clever youth 
who, originally a poor boy, had become an apprentice to 
the elder Sadler, whose business works were located in 
Harrington Street. Of John Sadler's engraving and printing, 
a choice illustration wns given in our last annual ; and our 
present one furnishes another of as good, if not superior, 
execution. The vessel is a pint cannette, or straight-sided 
drinking cup, and pourtrays " The Tythe Pig," a humorous 
group, consisting of a parson with a rustic cottager and his 
wife, the one holding a pig, and the other a baby. The 
incident is described by the sixteen subjoined lines of 
Hudibrastic verse, quite characteristic of the locality and 
the period. The characters are printed in black, and in 
two types, the ordinary and italic.   Coll. J. Harris Gibson.

"Tins TYTHE Pio.
In Country Village lives a Vicar, 
Fond  as all are ! of Tythes and Liquor. 
To Mirth his Ears are seldom Shut; 
He'll Crack a Joke and laugh at Smut: 
But when his Tythes he gathers in, 
True Parson then, no Coin, no Grin ; 
On Fish, on Flesh, on Bird, on Beast 
Alike lays hold the Churlish Priest: 
Hob's Wife and Sow as Gossips tell. 
Roth at a time in Pieces fell;
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The Parson comes, the Pig he claims, 
And the good Wife with Taunts inflames; 
But she quite Areh bow'd low and smiled, 
Kept back the Pig, and held the Child ; 
The Priest look'd gruff, the Wife look'd big,  
  , Sir quoth She, no Child, no Pig !"

An increasing interest in tlie story of John Sadler's career, 
and a desire to pick up any additional waif or stray there 
anent, lately incited the writer to undertake a pilgrimage to 
the last mortal resting-place of the inventor and his nearest 
relatives, the old churchyard of St. Helen's, Sephton. It 
was a soft, balmy afternoon, when the shadows of the hoary 
edifice were found falling half across a couple of horizontal 
slabs, lying in the outward S.E. angle, and which were 
quickly recognized as those desiderated. The first to the 
left, on approaching the vestry entrance, hears the following 
five inscriptions : 

" Here lies the body of Adam Sadler, who departed this Life the 7th 
October, 1765, aged 83 years."

" Here lies the body of Mr. John Sadlor, from Liverpool, who departed 
this Lile 10th of December, 1789, aged (19."

'  Hero also lies the body of James, son of the same Mr. John Sadler, 
who departed this Life the 21 of Dec., 1794, aged 8J years."

" Also, the body of Elizabeth, widow of Mr. John Sadler, who departed 
this life the 25th May, 1842. aged 88 years."

"Also, of Elizabeth Mary Sadler. of Aintree, D r- of the aboTO, who 
departed this Life 19 June, 1857, aged 75 years."

" Requiescant in pace." 

The second tombstone hears three inscriptions, viz.: 

"Here lie* the Body of Elizabeth Radler. wife of Adam Sadler, who 
departed this Life the 10th of May, 1769, aged 87."

" Here lieth the Body of John Adam Sadler, I.ieut in the Royal Navy, 
who departed this Life 30lh JanJ1 - 18 1C, aged 37 years."

" May be rest in peace."
" Here are deposited the remains of the Revd- James Parker, Catholic 

Priest, who departed this life on the 29th day of October, 1822, in 
the 75th year of his Age."

" Requescant in pace." 

The above inscriptions are copied verbatim et literatim.



Upon comparison with those given by Mr. Mayer in his excel 
lent paper on Liverpool Pottery,* a discrepancy will be found 
in the year of Adam Sadler's decease. That above noted is 
correct proved by reference to the Church registries, kindly 
made by Mr. Peter Blackburn, of Litherland, the clerk who 
further'states that no entries of baptism or marriage of any 
of the above-named are to be found. The reason is not far 
to seek, it was a Roman Catholic family, and in almost every 
instance of the burial record the words Roman Catholic are 
appended. In this connexion the interment of the remains of 
the venerable priest in the same grave with others of his faith, 
as recorded upon the second slab, has a touching interest. 
For a lengthened period the recusant Roman Catholics were 
refused burial in the yard of this their parish church; 
and in consequence, " William Blundell, of Title Crosbie, 
" Esquire, enclosed from the residue of the said Harkirke for 
" the buriall of such Catholick recusantes deceasing either of 
"the said village or of the adjoyning neighbourhood as 
" shoulde be denied buriall at their Parish Church of 
" Se[)hton."t Mr. Baines, after quoting the account of the 
small trouvaille of Anglo-Saxon coins here found in 101 1, 
states that no such place as Harkirke is now known.J

From these short and simple memorials we gather that the 
worthy printer and publisher, Adiim Sadler, lived, as also did 
his wife, to a ripe old age. Whether he was a native of 
Sephton or its environs has probably not been learnt, but very 
likely he owned some little property and died there. His 
son, on the contrary, evidently died in Liverpool, in the midst 
of a flourishing and honourable career and at a much earlier 
age, his widow outliving him above half a century !

Of the offspring of this pair, John and Elizabeth Sadler,

* Transactions, vo\. vii.
t Hart. a/S.v. 1437, vid. Numismatic Chronicle, p. 97.
t Hist. Lancashire, 1836, it, p. 216.
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it is to be feared little is known but what these stones 
supply. Three are here mentioned, viz., John Adam (named 
John only,in the register), born in 1779; Elizabeth Mary, born 
in 1782 ; and James, who, born in 1786, died at the early age 
of eight and a half years. Thus only the elder brother and 
the sister reached maturity. The former appears to have 
entered the navy and-beeome a lieutenant; he died before his 
prime, but whether abroad or at home is not stated. The 
sister is mentioned by Mr. Mayer as then (May, 1855) living 
at Aintree, and it was from her hands that he procured the 
irrefragable verification of the fact of John Sadler and Guy 
Green not their copyists in Lowestoft, Worcester, and Bow  
being the real inventors of printing upon ceramic wares. Her 
house is still existing, a substantial brick building ; but in 
common with the appertaining fields, it reverted upon her 
decease to the Earl of Sefton, and the writer was assured by 
the present occupier, who was a contemporary resident for 
years in a part of the tenement, that Miss Sadler had nothing 
to devise, even could she have found any kindred to succeed 
her; in short, the family is non-existent.

It is always n matter of regret when any well-known family, 
which has often, perhaps, furnished sons or daughters who 
have taken a worthy part in their country's history, vanish 
from the rolls. A feeling akin to this and equally sympa 
thetic is generated when the possessor of genius or excellent 
ingenuity, which proves a mortal blessing to numberless 
families, is found to be represented by no tangible or 
visible memento. It was but in a mournful mood that, 
as clay declined, we retired from the abode of the worthy 
departed, and, proceeding to the contiguous old well of St. 
Helen, rested upon the massive wall, and whilst imbibing 
refreshment from its pure and unfailing spring, mused on the 
interesting events and sad completion of this simple but very 
human family story.
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NOVEL UTILIZATION OF OBSOLETE MONEY. 
In the latter part of the past year a disabled schooner, the 

Bee, was beached at the Magazines, between Egrernont and 
New Brighton, and there broken up. This craft belonged to 
Douglas, Isle of Man, and was supposed to be the oldest of 
its class^ hailing from that port. That its construction must 
have been effected within the past five and thirty years, has 
been proved in an unsuspected manner. During the process 
of demolition, the roundness and variety in size of the bolt 
" washers " attracted the attention of the owner, and examina 
tion shewed a large portion of these, to the number of from 
four to five hundred, to be old coins and tokens. The writer 
has only had the opportunity of inspecting a few which had 
been retained for curiosity's sake, but judging from these the 
greater part would seem to have been penny and half-penny 
tokens of the Isle of Man ;   obverse, " God save, the King," 
with bust of George IV ; reverse, " For Public Accommodn- 
" tion, 1 830," in three lines across the field. Among the 
other pieces, Isle of Man and English half-pennies of last 
century, with American cents, have been noticed. The whole 
batch is just what might be expected to accumulate at the 
backs of shopkeeper's tills, or was, possibly, a store disposed 
of by the lociil government after the latest of its tokens, as 
just described, had been withdrawn from public circulation. 
Their utilization in securing the timbers of the Bee, may be 
accounted for in the assumption that the operation of cutting 
a square orifice in these pieces proved more convenient, 
as well as less costly, than that of clipping the ordinary 
quadrangular head from copper sheathing for similar manipu 
lations.

PRODUCE OF THE CHESHIRE BEACH. 
The following notices include description of a few curious 

articles, which, though found during recent years, had not 
until the last come under notice: in most cases report had
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made the writer acquainted with the fact of discovery, but he 
was not satisfied to classify them upon mere hearsay or a 
cursory inspection. Messrs. G. S. Robertson and C. Potter 
have kindly placed their late acquisitions at his service for 
record, that they may add their quota of interest to the 
unique little museum, sea-extracted from the bank and beach 
during the past half-century.

Primeval Period.

An Arrow-point of light-coloured flint, bi-winged, stemless 
and acute, with both edges finely serrated. The extremity is 
wanting, but originally the point must have been an inch and 
three-quarters in length ; it is now an inch and a quarter. It 
was found by Mr. Robertson among the rocks lying between 
"The Eye" and Little Hilbre islands, and, consequently, 
below high water mark. The occurrence of this most inter 
esting example is highly gratifying to the writer, who was the 
first to discover and record this mine of pre-historic remains 
of manipulated flints. So far as he is aware it is the only 
example of a rare North of England type hitherto found in 
our district, being winged without a stem, serrated along its 
edges, and narrow whilst unusually elongated. The central 
portion of the head being darker than the edges and yet 
running truly parallel to the tapering sides of the object, shews 
the manipulator to have selected a natural matrix of similar 
form, unless the instrument has been subjected by accident 
or otherwise to the action of fire.

Six Arrow-points in flint, of which one is white, semi- 
transparent, unbarbed, but well worked to a triangular Irish 
type, and possessing a shank or stem; three are single-winged 
and of a light stone colour, and the others are of oval form.

A knife or scraper is of minute proportions, a thin and 
narrow instrument of light-coloured flint, beautifully edged 
by a single stroke.

A scraper of black flint.
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Two " cores," or lumps of refuse, from which no more 
flakes for manipulation could be struck off.

The last named ten objects, with a number of useless flakes, 
have been found by the writer in the bank or upon the beach 
of The Eye, Hilbre.

The presence at this tide-wasted islet of manipulated flints, 
dating from pre-historic times, opens a wide field for specula 
tion as to the era of their deposition, and the contemporary 
condition of the upper strata at the spot. The writer has not 
hesitated to announce upon more than one occasion the con 
viction at which he has long since arrived, that even so late 
as Roman-British times Hilbre constituted an integral portion 
of the main. It not improbably consisted at this period of a 
large promontory, extended and curved at the extremity like 
that of Spurn on the eastern coast, where a similar denudation 
of the land has been in progress for unnumbered centuries. 
The flint instruments have a common loamy (but possibly 
made) soil for a matrix, varying from three to four feet in 
depth, and superincumbent upon the common new lied or 
Keuper sandstone of the neighbourhood. The contrast is 
great between Hilbre and the Meols shore, the upper strata of 
the latter, as illustrated in the accompanying section,* being 
wholly absent from the islauds, through the elevation or out 
crop of the rock.

Roman- Hritish Period.

BRONZE. 
3 Heads of Dress-pins, which pins have originally measured

1 to 4 inches in length. 
2 Pins of fibulae.
1 Key of small size (handle broken.)
I Portion of the splayed rim of a Cauldron, measuring one- 

fifth of an inch in thickness, and apparently formed of 
two plates of metal welded together. Cauldrons of this

* Vide Trantactioru, U.S., vol. ri, opp. p. 204.
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era are of very great rarity : several which have occurred 
in Northumberland and elsewhere, and thought to be of 
Koman fabrication, are referred to a much later date by 
some of our best antiquaries. In this case both the 
bronze and the curved form of the rim are characteristic 
of the period.

TERRA COTTA.
2 Fragments of Samian ware, one having formed part of the 

rim of a patera (found 1870.)
Anglo-Raron Period.

Penny (half), Edw. the Confessor, minted at Leicester or 
Chester. "... OSON LEI."

Annular Brooch in bronze, the ring digitated, 1 in. diameter, 
pin imperfect.

Pin for the hair, (> in. long; its reversible and probably orna 
mented head is wanting.

Fragments of a vessel in straw-coloured glass, one having 
vertical and horizontal moulding ; another is a pendant 
ornament, terminating in a rose of six pellets around a 
larger one : a similar object was found in the previous 
year, and probably belonged to the same drinking-cup or 
biberon.

1 Bead of amber, much decomposed by oxidation.
2 Ditto of stone, one coarsely grained, the other fine and 

close : both of small size.
Mediaral Period. 

Coins  SILVER.
Penny of Stephen, rare type, cross patee, with 

smaller ones in the angles, and a star in the 
centre, mint illegible. 

Do. (one £) as Hawkins, PI. xxii, No. 270.
2 Do. (one £) Hy. II, London.
3 Do. (one J) do. Colchester.
1 Do. (J) do. " . . . . ARD."
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I Penny (^) Hy. Ill, London.
3 Do. (£) do. uncertain. 
1 Do. do. Berwick. 
1 Do. (£) do. (head in triangle) Irish. 
3 Halfpenny (oue £) Ed. I or II, London. 
2 Farthings do. do. 
2 Pennies do. do.
2 Do. do. Bristol.
3 Do. (one £) do. Canterbury. 
1 Do. (%) do. uncertain. 
1 Continental imitation sterling, " i COMES HANOME 

VALENCHENENS,' (John II, Count of Hainault.)
A Brooch, with pin complete, its very rare form closely re 

sembling a horse's shoe, (a fashion recently revived,) the 
terminations somewhat recurved to either side, and 
bearing a zigzag ornament.

LATTEN.
A Personal Seal, the face of which is circular and \ inch in 

diameter; the handle straight, hexagonal, and perforated 
above for suspension. It is really a love token or pledge 
of affection, the device being two hands enclasped, with 
the figure of a dove above. The circumscription reads, 
" AVEZ LEL AMV"(R), a bastard mixture of Latin 
and Norman-French, characteristic of the period, but 
here carried to excess ; it signifies "You have loyal love." 
This device is far from uncommon, the motto being of a 
kindred character but varied, and ns frequently blundered, 
especially as regards the word avez, which is of frequent 
recurrence, but often reading avet. Two examples, from 
Dr. Kendrick's collection, are now produced for compari 
son ; the one found at Wilton being inscribed, " AVET 
"LEL AMI," the other from Dorchester, " MOUN 
" QVER AVET," which wns probably intended for 
Mon Gear Avez, " You possess ray heart." Occasion- 

L
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ally the avez is abbreviated through abstraction of the 
final letter, thus leaving are, which, being a well-known 
word of address, has resulted iu ti very natural misap 
prehension. The letters on our Cheshire example are 
but roughly cut, dating from about the end of the four 
teenth century.  Coll. G. 8. liobertson.

A Brooch, lacquered, of annular form, and possessing its 
original pin complete, f inch in diameter. Upon its 
flat face a few characters may be detected, alternating 
with squares of imbricated ornarneut. The inscription 
reads, " i{i 1ESVS NAZAH," an abbreviation of the 
Pilatial titulux," Jesus Nazarenus Hex Judffioriim,"which, 
with variations of abridgment, appears upon some half 
a dozen brooches, perfect and imperfect, found on this 
shore, as also upon a spindle whorl the writer picked out 
of a bank upon Hilbre proper. These objects, however, 
are all of pewter, whereas the present small example is not 
only of a much harder metal but of infinitely neater 
execution, and the characters are considerably smaller, 
dating from 13th or 14th century. Coll. G. S. lioberlson.

A Brooch, circular, with pin, convex and plain.
A Finger Ring, with diagonal ornament; another engraved 

with a variety of rudely-formed crosses.
4 Fermailx, or plain ring-brooches of small size, measuring 

only £ to | of an inch in diameter, but each with its pin 
complete.

6 Pins of slender make, l£ to 2£ in. long, and furnished with
semiglobular heads, probably 10th or 17th century. 

The metallic attachments to straps (of latten) are numerous, 
comprising, however, the usual forms, as well as propor 
tion of buckles, hasps, studs, and other ornaments, 
keepers and tags.

Armlet (]) composed of flat wire of circular form, furnished 
with cusps, which appear to have held coloured pastes.
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8 Handles of Cojf'eret-drawerx, two aud three-lobed.
2 Ditto, semicircular.
1 Uncertain object in forrn of a shovel, Ijin. long, and 

perforated at the end of the handle. It may have been 
merely nn ornament for the chatelaine, like other 
miniature articles of both Saxon and Norman times.

Portion of a Jew's Harp, (see Inventorium Septtlchrale,
p. 119, engraving of n similar object found in Kent.)

LEAD AND PEWTEU.
Portion of a Pilgrim's Sign with one of its suspensory loops. 

The adjoining portions of the rim bear a part (or parts) 
of an inscription, " B III P " "LAV E," but the order 
of succession must be considered uncertain until the 
sign can be compared with a perfect example. No 
hitherto published one serves us in this respect.

Fragment of an annular Brooch, inscribed " R E N V," 
probably part of " Jesus Nazarenus Bex Judeeorum."

6 Fragmentary Broodies, mostly annular, with lozenge- 
shaped ornaments at regular intervals.

8 Studs, floral or shield-shaped.
6 Hasps and Tags from straps of leather.
1 Winder for thread, originally four-spiked.
1 Ornament perforated at top for suspension to the neck, 

and bearing in relief a rude cross. 
IRON.

A Swordf>f the Anglo-Norman or Early-English period. The 
blade is two-edged, centrally ribbed, and was originally 
about 20 inches long : it still bears the latten mounting of 
the scabbard (of leather or wood), which has decomposed. 
The strig or hilt is iron, and covered by a handle in 
ash-wood, its splayed guard being protected by plates of 
iron and latten, 4 inches wide and rivetted together. 
The flat-sided pommel is similarly mounted, but, for 
greater convenience in handling, one of its extremities
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(inward in use), is more obtuse. Total present length, 
23^ inches. This is the first example of a large weapon 
hitherto discovered here ; some pieces of mounting of a 
sword, or of daggers, being the sole indications of their 
use in the isolated community resident at Meols. 
Coll. G. S. Kobertsoti.

A Spade Blade, of narrow form, having only a breadth of five 
to four inches, to a length of eight inches : its sides, to 
the length of five inches, are flanged mid equally 
tapering, enclosing purtions of the cud of the shaft of 
oak-wood, which has been additionally secured in its 
place by a nail of iron, inserted from the front.

A Pair of Scissors, in form somewhat resembling a single 
blade found many years ago, and figured in "Ancient 
Meols," pi. 20, No. 6 ; but here the backs of the blades 
are straight, in place of being curved; and judging from 
the forms of the large series of knives obtained from this 
locality, the little instrument before us, which measures 
3J- inches in length, probably dates from the llth 
to the 1 3th century.

2 Knives, one perfect and splayed, inwardly at the heft, 
9 inches long; the other imperfect, twisted towards the 
heft, 3£ inches long.

Object of uncertain use, lozenge-shape, possibly used as a 
washer.

9 Heads of Bolts (5), washers of ditto, (4).
2 Portions of Horse Shoes, of small size, measuring only 

4 by 3i inches, with recurved " frog," and holes for seven 
nails, 13th to 14th century.

2 Ditto, similar, but used with six uails only.
1 Horse Shoe, 5 by 4 in., sharply oval in form, with six holes, 

two of which are still occupied by the original nails: 
date, about 15th century. This is a fine and perfect 
example of its rare class : it is the only one having any
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pretensions to age, as yet secured from the beach, that 
in Mr. Mayor's collection being of modern fabrication.  
Coll. H. Ecroyd Smith.

Point of a prych-spur, 12th century.
Rowel of a spur, with five points, 14th to 15th century.
Buckle far Harness, of penannular form, with a flat tongue, 

longer than the diamater of the ring, which is 2 inches.
Key for inner door or cupboard, 3£in. long, cir. 16th century.
Handle of a Ladle, the termination doubly recurved, 5^in. 

long.
Pin or Skewer, headed, 11 in. long.

WOOD.
Planks of Oak, rivetted together by a considerable number of 

iron clench-bolts, larger, but of similar shape to those used 
for boats, and as have been for a long course of years 
procurable on the beach, opposite the present village of 
Great Meols. Found December, 1870. No doubt the 
remains of a mediaeval wreck.

GLASS. 
4 Beads of small size, their form being between annular and

globular, straw coloured. 
Foot of a Bottle, with circular medallion, bearing A°E

16th century.

TERRA COTTA.
Bead, well formed, lin. diameter.
Numerous fragments of Wares, glazed and unglazed, and 

ranging in colour from brick-red to a light stone-colour; 
one painted red in the inner surface. A portion of a 
Bowl, in red earth, deserves mention; it has been 
partially glazed in yellow, and remains of a white 
pigment appear outwardly upon the rim, and inwardly 
below it. The vessel has had a diameter of about 5^in., 
and two loop handles, one of which remains.
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STONK.
5 Segments of Haematite (oxide of iron) crystals, rubbed 

down to a smooth surface, and worn or otherwise retained 
about the person as charms.*

1 Amulet of hard and light coloured stone, perforated 
diagonally for suspension.

Mule, or lower stone of n Quern, or hand-mill, of coarse 
ragstone, or mill-stone grit, (December, 1870.) Several 
examples are in the Mnyer collection, and the  writer has 
found several portions of others upon this beach.

SHELLS.
Limpet-Shell, of good size : its apex having been removed by 

some sharp instrument, the annular remain would seem 
to have been utilized as an ornament, and probably was 
strung with beads for a necklet.

 

BONE.
2 Skewers: one artificially pointed, the other a naturally

tapering bone. 
1 Portion of a small bone perforated for use, as the handle of

a knife, or other small instrument. 
I Bead of minute size. 
1 Winder, cruciform.

HUMAN REMAINS.
Tooth and osseous fragments, with charcoal, from a deposit 

.of cremated remains, of uncertain date.

ANIMAL REMAINS.
Teeth of Deer, Oxen, Horses, Sheep, and Dogs, all these 

being from the various strata in which archaeological 
remains are found.

* The Blackmore Museum, at Salisbury, exceedingly rich in every class of 
anciently-manipulated objects in stone, possesses a pyramidal section of a 
hcematitic sphere, rubbed to a smooth surface like our Meols examples, and 
perforated. It was obtained in Peru, and though this fact ia interesting aa 
confirmatory of lut, it renders no assistance on the greatly desiderated point of 
age.


