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REVENUES AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE BISHOPS
OF CHESTER, 1754 TO 1809.

By J. H. E. Bennett, F.S.A.
Read 14 December 1946.

T is regrettable but, perhaps, inevitable that very few series
of records covering considerable periods have been preserved
in unbroken continuity. Many losses have been brought about
by storage in unsuitable places where the documents have been
attacked by damp and vermin. Some have been destroyed by
outbreaks of fire and by lack of appreciation of their value. Still
further, others have been taken out of the care of appointed
custodians, with or without consent, and have not been returned.
A case of the last description was the subject of several articles
in the Cheshire Sheaf of 1884 (1s., iii, 199 ef seq.). Two register
books, one a very large one, relating to the affairs of the Chester
diocese in the seventeenth century, were discovered among the
effects of a clergyman of the county of Durham. These passed
into the possession of a Durham contributor to the Sheaf, and he
contributed a number of extracts which, unfortunately, were
never completed. It would be interesting to know the present
whereabouts of these valuable records.

Another instance of laxity in the care of the Chester episcopal
manuscripts has come to light recently. A number of cighteenth
and early nineteenth century records relating to the diocese were
acquired by Mr. Raymond Richards, F.S.A., who has generously
presented them to the writer, and they form the basis of this paper.

In medieval days the enormous diocese of Lichfield, sometimes
styled Lichfield and Coventry, and occasionally Chester, ranged
over ten counties, and Cheshire with that tract of land between
the Mersey and the Ribble, which is included in the Cheshire section
of the Domesday Survey, formed only part of it. The particular
Diocese of Chester created by Henry VIII in 1541 was of much
smaller dimensions, but it was still unwieldy. It extended as
far north as the Shap Fells, included the Richmondshire division
of Yorkshire, parishes in Denbighshire and Flintshire, and isolated
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parishes in Caernarvonshire and Caermarthenshire. The main
part was 120 miles in length, 9o miles in width, and 570 miles in
circumference, and contained 598 churches and chapels (History
of Chester by J. Hemingway, i, 298). Apart from the continually
increasing population, this was far too large an area for a con-
scientious prelate to supervise with efficiency. Dean Howson
suggests that Bishop Blomfield (1824-8) held confirmations,
not only in Cheshire, but also on the banks of Lake Windermere,
far up the Yorkshire dales to the border of the county of Durham,
and in Manchester and Preston (Chester, the Cathedral and See by
C. Hiatt, 105). Henry Prescott, deputy registrar of the diocese,
from about 1686 to 1719, in his diary, describes many occasions
on which he accompanied his bishop on long and arduous journeys
to various remote parts of the diocese. The lamentable condition
of even the more important roads at the time, and the barely
defined trackways of the secondary ones, together with the con-
stantly recurring dangers by floods, storms, and footpads, made
journeys, even on horseback, adventurous ones. At best, his
lordship could only have had a very superficial personal acquain-
tance with many of his parishes, and he could have had none at all
with a number of the remote ones. Consequently, in the last
century it was found necessary to create a number of new sees
and to make other territorial adjustments. In 1836 the diocese
of Ripon was formed, in 1847 Manchester, in 1880 Liverpool,
and the Welsh parishes were transferred to existing dioceses.
These changes reduced the see of Chester to its present com-
paratively modest dimensions of, to all intents and purposes,
the county of Chester only.

The manuscripts acquired by Mr. Richards include the
following :(—

1. Book of leases, fines and renewals, 1741 to 1809. This
gives descriptions of the properties, dates of the leases, etc.,
names of the lessees, and of the persons whose lives were included
in the leases. Generally, further notes have been added at a
later date shewing if these people were still living, their ages
and state of health.

2. Book of annual accounts, 1754 to 1470, rendered to the
bishop by Hugh Speed, deputy registrar. The statements
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have been drawn up with care and accuracy and reflect credit
on Speed whose official salary was the large sum of f20 per
annum. The personal receipt by the bishop of the balance
due to him is frequently included.

3. Parcel of similar accounts, 1771 to 1786, rendered by
Speed.

4. Parcel of similar dccounts, 1786 to 1809, rendered by
William Nicholls, nephew of Hugh Speed and his successor as
deputy registrar. This series is not quite complete.

The yearly annual value of the bishopric of Chester in the time
of Henry VIII was estimated at f£420, and the yearly tenths at
£42 (Ormerod’s History of Cheshire, 2 ed., i, 96). About 1715 it
was about £1,294 less regular disbursements of £369, which left
a nett income of £925 subject to special disbursements (Chetham
Soc., o.s., viil, 32 ef seq.). From 1754 to 1809, the period under
consideration, the gross revenue varied from £957 to £2,137,
but on an average was about £1,000.

The endowment was insufficient to enable the prelates to
discharge their many duties satisfactorily. Some had private
means, and in many instances the bishops were allowed to hold
rectories, etc., in commendam.® As an example, in Bishop
Blomfield’s time (1824 to 1828) the income was only about £1,400
a year, and he was allowed to continue to hold the valuable
living of St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, which was worth, in his own
words, ‘“about £1,600 a year after paying curates, poor rates,
and other rates ”’ (Sheaf, 3s., xxxvii, no. 8201). In more recent
years the income of the bishopric has been increased to £4,200
by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

The sums which formed the regular revenue of the bishopric
were due at Lady Day (March 25), St. Mark’s Day (April 25),
Pentecost (May or June), Lammas (August 1), Michaelmas (Sep-
tember 29), All Saints’ (November 1), Martinmas (November 11),
Christmas (December 25), Candlemas (February 2) and Easter
(March or April). The amounts were paid in two instalments.

The sources of the revenue were :—

1 Commendam. A beneficed clergyman, when promoted to a bishopric, vacates his
benefice by the promotion, but the Crown might formerly, by special grant, have given
him power to retain, his benefice, and when this was done, he was said to hold it
wm commendam. Grants in commendam are now abolished.
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REGULAR (—
1. Leases, fee-farm, and deanery rents.

2. Pensions. These were sums of money paid by parish
clergy in lieu of tithes, etc. Included in this section were
grants from the Crown and others. Among them was an annual
pension of £83 8s. gid. granted by Henry VIII, in 15467,
in full recompense for all the temporalities, but this was
surrendered in 1550-1 (Chetham Soc., o.s., viii, 3). A pension
which was still paid in 1807 and doubtless much later, was one
of £26 12s. 2d. which had been granted by the Earls of Chester.
This was confirmed to the bishop in 1561—2 (Ormerod, 2 ed.,
i, 97). The actual amount varied slightly : in Bishop Keene’s
time it was £29 14s. 6d.

3. Procurations and synodals, which were compositions
paid by parish priests to cover the expenses of the periodical
visitations.

4. Impropriations, that is, the revenue of a church living
reserved to the bishop’s use. Insome instances they, as rectors,
appropriated the great tithes and appointed vicars who were
entitled to the small tithes. In other cases the bishops provided
curates to perform the parish duties.

OCCASIONAL :—

5. Consecrations. Fees of £5 paid to the bishops on each
occasion of the consecration of a church or chapel.

6. Fines. These were usually levied when leases, etc., were
executed. They constituted formal acknowledgements of the
conveyances and were often for considerable sums.

7. Mortuaries. By ancient custom, on the death of every
rector and vicar within the diocese, the bishop was entitled to
his best horse or mare with the bridle, saddle, boots, and spurs ;
his best hat, best book, best upper garment, cloak, gown or
coat, cassock, doublet and breeches ; his girdle, shoes, stockings,
best tippet, garter, shirt and cuffs ; his seal, ring, purse, and all
money in it at the time of death (Hemingway, i, 300). Prior
to the creation of the new see of Chester the payment of ex-
cessive mortuaries had been reduced by an Act of 1529-30(ibid.).
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In the Archdeaconry of Richmond it had been the custom to
pay a pension or portion of the personal property of the deceased
clergyman in lieu of the usual mortuary (Chetham Soc., o.s.,
viii, 34). By an Act of 1534—5 the earlier payment in kind
was abolished, and the liability of the archdeaconry made to
conform with the modifications of the later Act. The surrender
of mortuary goods had been universally abolished in favour of a
compounded payment in money before the 18th century. By
an Act of 1755 abolishing mortuaries the Cheshire clergy were
relieved from the burden altogether, and, in compensation, the
rectory of Waverton was annexed to the see on the first subse-
quent vacancy that occurred in that rectory (Hemingway, i,
300). This relief did not become effective until 1767 when
John Prescott, the rector of Waverton, died, and up to that date
the compounded mortuaries were paid in the diocese of Chester.

9. Sale of Timber. The disposal of timber cut down from
time to time on the episcopal property was an occasional
source of additional revenue. Between the years 1800 and 1807
the sales realized £2,107 10s. 5d., but this was exceptional and
due to the great demand for timber for ship-building owing
to the Napoleonic wars.

It is not proposed to deal here at any length with details of the
bishops’ revenue. The important items, namely those relating
to Rents and Impropriations, usually agree with the particulars
set forth in Bishop Gastrell's Notitia Cestriensis (Chetham Soc.,
0.s., vols. viii, xix, xxi, and xxii) of about 1715. It should be
noted, however, that the sections of Gastrell’s work printed in
these volumes mainly relate to revenue originating in the counties
of Chester and Lancaster. Especially in the cases of Pensions
they contain little or no particulars relating to places outside the
two counties, for example about possessions in Yorkshire and
Wales. Some of the omissions are, no doubt, due to some of the
property having been leased, but this does not explain a con-
siderable number. It is possible to glean much that is of local
historical interest from the records of leases, mortuaries, con-
secrations, etc.

The following notes have been extracted from the items of
Revenue :—
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In 1715 “St. Bees, a fee farm rent without fine ”’, yielded
£143 16s. 23d. In 1754-1807 the rent of the ““ Cell of St. Bees
was £23 3s. 5d. per annum, but it is concluded that entries that
follow it were also part of the rent :—*‘ Eskdaile,” £27 3s. 4d., and
“ Ennerdale and Kinniside,” £2o0.

In 1715, and again from 1754-1807, Llanbeblic. Caernarvonshire,
and Llangathen, Caermarthenshire, are shewn. although the
revenue of the second place had been reduced. The inclusion of
these distant parishes in the possessions of the bishops of Chester
was doubtless due to the fact that both had, in Pre-Reformation
days, belonged to the Benedictine Nunnery of St. Mary, in
Chester.

The 1754-1807% accounts include an annual payment at Easter
of £1 by the “ Well Hospital.” This evidently refers to the Hos-
pital of St. Michael at Well, in Yorkshire. Well, near Masham,
is now a parish in the diocese of Ripon. On 23 Jan. 1626-7
William Cecil, Earl of Exeter, gave permission to this hospital
to let all the messuages, tenements, and cottages remaining to
the hospital and situated in his manor of Well or in that of Snape,
for 21 years (Catalogue of Deeds, by H. R. Moulton, 1930).

1764-5. ““ Received from the Treasurers of the Infirmary for
his Lordship’s use "—£6 6s. od. Perhaps as a subscription
towards some object in which the Bishop was interested.

1765-6. ‘“ Received of Mr. Metcalfe of Richmond the
ballance remaining in his hands on account of Spenithorn
sequestracon ’—£3 115. 5d. Spennithorne is now a rectory in
the diocese of Ripon. A ‘sequestration” signifies the
gathering of the fruits of a void benefice for the use of the next
incumbent.

The following trivial amounts were for temporary stalls, erected
on the Market Square, Chester, at times of fairs. The ownership
of the land on which they were placed was the subject of long
standing disputes between the ecclesiastical authorities and the
Corporation.

1795-6. July. “ James Hope for liberty to stand with a
Shew at the South end of the Engine House ”—1d.

‘“ Angelo Fountain for the like liberty at the North end of
the Engine House ”—1d.
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Oct. ““ Mattw. Weston for the like liberty at the South
end of the Engine House "—6d.

1796—~7. May. ‘‘ Joseph Eaton for leave to stand with a
Shew at the South end of the Engine House ’—1d.

The balance of the revenue, after disbursements had been
deducted, was transmitted to the bishops, either directly or
through London bankers, some of whom continue to transact
business under their old names. Among those mentioned are :—

Bishop Markham, 1771-6.
Hoare and Co. (In 1792 this firm was styled—Henry,
Henry-Hugh, and Charles Hoare, 37 Fleet Street).
Prescot. (1792—Prescott, Grotes, Culverden and Holling-
worth, 62 Threadneedle Street).
Boldero. (1792—Boldero, Adey, Lushington and Boldero,
30 Cornhill).
Bishop Porteus, 1776-87.
Biddulph and Cocks. (1792—Biddulph, Cocks, Cocks, and
Ridge, Charing Cross).
Bishop Cleaver, 1787—099.
Coutfs and Co. (1792—Thomas Coutts and Co., near
Durham Yard, Strand).
Gosling. (1792—Robert, Thomas, and William Gosling,
19 Fleet Street).
Bishop Majendie, 1800—9.
Hoare (see above).

The Bishop’s annual disbursements were of much greater
variety and offer scope for considerable comment.
The regular payments included :—

1. Tenths. These represented a tenth part of every living
and were originally claimed by the Pope and later in Post-
Reformation days by the Crown. In 1704 Queen Anne
regranted them to the Church, and stipulated that the sums
should be applied to the increase of the incomes of poor clergy-
men. In 1838 the offices of Tenths, First Fruits, and Queen
Anne’s Bounty were consolidated.

2. Stipends of the two Archdeacons, £100.

3. Allowances to Vicars and Curates in charge, about £go.
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4. Salary of the Deputy Registrar, as Receiver of the Rents,
£20 increased to £30 in 179I.

5. Taxes on the Bishop’s house and several of his rectories.
About 1715 this was estimated at f30, but it was greatly
increased in later years by such assessments as water rate,
land tax, window tax, police rate, etc.

In spite of the formality of most of the items in the accounts
it is frequently possible to glean interesting data relating to the
daily routine in the Palace as well as in the city and diocese.

The great event of the first few years of Bishop Keene’s
episcopate was the rebuilding of the main part of the palace at
heavy personal cost. It may be imagined, however, that the
financial resources of the wealthy bride he had just married
helped to smooth away difficulties. The newly-married pair
evidently condemned the ancient and ruinous structure at first
sight, and they decided to rent and reside in the neighbouring
Cholmondeley House, situated in the Market Square of Chester,
until the new palace was ready for occupation. The disburse-
ments for 1754—5 include this item :— ‘‘ Paid Francis Elcock,
esquire, for rent of the house my Lord lived in whilst in Chester
this year—£31 10s. 0d.” Some account of Cholmondeley House
and its owners was given in the Sheaf (1945, nos. 8634 and 8636).
The items relating to the work at the palace are, for the most
part, bald, and consist of amounts paid to the various men engaged
such as masons, bricklayers, slaters, carpenters, plumbers,
plasterers, painters, glaziers, carvers, etc. At length the work
was practically completed, and in 17567 £3 18s. od. was paid to
Edward Powel, mason, ‘‘ for the Dinner for the Workmen at
Rearing.”” The approximate sums spent on the rebuilding, as
shewn in the accounts were :—

£

1754-5 : ; : 618
1755-6 : : ! 312
17567 . : i 528
1757-8 : : : 213
175960 . ; 5 13
£1684

but this total is not comprehensive.
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Among the bishops’ benevolences are many to charitable and
educational institutions, distressed clergymen and their families,
etc. The accounts include frequent and considerable amounts
disbursed for the purchase of wine and ale. These bear evidence
to the more general household use of these beverages at the period,
as well as the necessity for providing entertainment for the large
number of more or less important visitors. There is no mention
of cocoa, coffee, or tea, but these were doubtless included in the
periodical accounts rendered by the housekeeper of which the total
amounts only are generally shewn.

Some of the bishops had establishments in London, as well as
country seats in Cheshire, and, apart from journeys in the diocese,
they were frequently absent from Chester. A number of entries
relate to the wages of palace servants. Maids received about
2s. weekly and this was increased when they were on ‘‘ board
wages.”” Housekeepers received a round sum of £16 per annum,
and this was intended to cover any period on which they might be

n ““ board wages.”” The following extracts are typical :—

L REG
1760 May 30. ““ To Mrs. Stubbs for nineteen
weeks board wages beginning 3 Nov. 1758 ” 316 o
“ A further allowance of 3d. per week ”’ . 4 9
1760-1. ‘““To Sarah Laughton a quarter’s
wages due 14th Dec.” . ? I 5 0
“ More 7 weeks board wages from 28th Oct
to 16th Dec. at 4s. 3d. a week to Sarah
Laughton " . ; Thyg-g
1761-2. “To Mrs. Street half year’s Wagc
and Board Wages to gth March : : 8 o o
1768—9 June “Paid Sarah Street wages to
1st inst.’ . I I0 O
“ To Esther Newall board wages I3 weeks 5 6
“ A quarter’s wages ; 2 : - I 0 O
“ Other allowance ”’ : 4 4
A number of entries relate to the mltre —
1760-1. ‘ Paid for mending and new polishing s. d.
the Mitre ” % b

1765-6. ‘‘ Paid for mending and new hnmg the
Mitre Box ” ; . : : 7

(@)}
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1768—9. ‘‘ Paid for repairing the Mitre, one end
broke of ”’ . . : . ; 18 o
1770-I. ‘““ Paid the carriage of a box from
Richmond in Yorkshire with the
Mitre and Apparitor’s gown, sent, as
Mr. Russell says, by your Lordship’s

order ”’ ] : I0 O

The Palace cat is mentioned more than once, and a few shillings
were allowed for her food each year.

s. d.
1769. July. * Cat’s allowance ” : : ; 3 6
1775 - Oct 150 5 s : y 6 6

It may be surmised that the animal did not need many shop
‘“ dainties ”’ as the rambling old foundations on which the Palace
was built must have been a happy hunting ground where she could
always be certain of waylaying more or less fat rodents. Another
domestic animal, presumably a pet, is mentioned in 1799 when
17s. as ‘‘ expences was paid for recovering the Dog lost at Bury.”

BISHOP EDMUND KEENE, 1752-1770.

Edmund Keene, D.D., a ‘ munificent, pious and learned
prelate,” was son of an alderman of King’s Lynn, and brother of
Sir Benjamin Keene, K.B., ambassador at Madrid. Keene was
advanced to the bishopric of Chester in 1752, and held it together
with the mastership of Peterhouse, Cambridge, and the rectory
of Stanhope. In 1770 Keene was translated to Ely, and is
credited with having improved the revenue of that see, by the
sale of the old palace in Holborn, to the amount of £5,000 per
annum, besides building a more convenient residence in Dover
Street, Piccadilly, and enlarging the palace at Ely.

Bishop Keene died on 6 July 1781, and was buried in Bishop
West’s Chapel in Ely Cathedral where his body lies under a
stone with a short inscription of his own composition.

Dr. Keene married, immediately after his elevation to Chester,
namely on 12 May 1752, Mary, only daughter of Lancelot Andrewes
of Edmonton, Middlesex, esquire, a young lady of many accom-
plishments and the possessor of a considerable fortune. She
pre-deceased her husband in 1776. She appears to have been
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troubled with a skin eruption or something of the kind, and it is
referred to in the inscription on her grave in Ely composed by
Thomas Gray, the poet :—

“ Here lies Mrs. Keene
The she-bishop of Chester.
She had a bad face
Which did sadly molest her.”

The couplet cannot be considered to be in the best style of the
author of the immortal “ Elegy.”

1755-6. ‘ Paid Mr. Harper by my Lord’s order "—f£gr 11s. od.
James Harper was the Bishop’s Secretary (Sheaf, 3s., xxxvi, 46).

“ Paid my Lord’s Benefaction to the Infirmary at Chester ’—

25.

: “ Paid my Lord’s Subscription to the Chester Infirmary ”—f70.
This institution was situated in an unoccupied part of the Blue-
coat School outside the Northgate. It was opened in January
1756, but was ill adapted for the purpose and was superseded by
the older section of the present Infirmary near the Water Tower
in 1761 (Hemingway, ii, 196). This subscription, increased to
ten guineas, was regularly paid during the prelacies of which the
revenues are now under review.

“ Paid by Mr. Andrews’ Order for the freight of sash frames "'—
£6 14s. od. Mr. Andrews was probably a relative of the bishop’s
wife, whose maiden name was Andrewes. The sash frames were
intended for the re-erected palace.

1756—7. ‘“ Paid to Mr. Henry Hesketh for the use of the
prisoners in ye Goal”—f2 2s. od. Henry Hesketh was a
prominent wine merchant of Watergate Street who was sheriff
in 1749 and mayor in 1762. The City Gaol was situated in the
buildings at the North Gate, and the accommodation and associa-
tions were well calculated to inspire feelings of dread in those
criminals and others whose fates conducted their steps to its
walls.

“ Allowed the Apparitor as usual 2s. a day for his horse and
attendance on the Visitation of Richmond Arch-Deanery in 1755,
to wit from the first of June to the fourth of July, in all 34 days "—
£3 8s. od. The duty of an apparitor was to summons offenders
and to serve processes in the ecclesiastical courts.
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“ Allowed him [the apparitor], as usual out of the Book of
Articles "—£1 1s. od. ;

1757-8. ‘“ Paid a fine to the Proprietors of the Waterworks,
paid once in every Tenants’ time at the rate of half a year’s
rent ’—370s.

“ Allowed Mr. Lambert what he paid by your Lordship’s
direction to Mr. Oneil of Bolton towards rebuilding the Parsonage
House ”—£5 5s. od. Felix O’Neil was instituted ‘N’ (that is,
not in charge. See Chetham Soc., o.s., viii, 98 n.) of Bolton-le-
Sands in the Deanery of Kendal 16 Dec. 1740 (L. & C. Ant.
Notes, ii, 68).

“ Allowed Mr. Lambert what he paid Mr. Collinson as
your Lordship’s Benefaction to a neighbouring Clergyman "’—
£10 10s8. Od.

1758-9. July 30. “ Paid Mr. Collinson for the like sum paid
by him for his Lordship’s use to Mrs. Cath: Worthington ~’—
£11 115. 0d.  This may possibly refer to Catherine, wife of the Rev.
Matthew Worthington, curate of Woodplumpton for 63 years and
rector of Childwall for 10 years. Considerable information about
this clergyman is to be found in the History of St. Michael-on-
Wyre (Chetham Soc., n.s., xxv). Worthington did not die until
1797 so she could not have been a widow in distressed circum-
stances in 1759.

““Paid Mr. Archdeacon Ward for the use of Mr. Lebeg of
Eastham’s daughter, to put her Apprentice "—f£20. Honoratus
Lebeg, M.A., was rector of Eastham from 1728 to 1766. At one
time he held the three livings of Eastham, Bromborough and
Wallasey, but the first was only worth £40 a year and the second
£12. Lebeg appears to have been involved in a continual and
unsuccessful struggle with his tithe-payers, and, like his prede-
cessors, lived for the best part of his life upon charity and died
insolvent (Wirral N. and (., ii, 41). The life of a country parson
in those days was generally a hard one. He was in receipt of a
miserable stipend, consisting of a few pounds per annum, eked
out by uncertain grants by the local squire and other benefactors.
Dean Swift has furnished an eloquent picture of such a clergyman’s
life, and states that the parson’s daughters often went into service,
and were bound apprentices to some sempstress in a nearby
town, while his sons were put to honest trades. This was not,
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however, always the case, and sons of God-fearing and thrifty
country parsons were often to be found occupying high positions
in the church and state. Robert Herrick, vicar of Dean Prior
in Devonshire, from which he was ejected by the Parliament,
has left a beautiful memorial of thankfulness for the blessings
he enjoyed, exceedingly simple and humble though they may
appear to the reader of his poems.

April 14. ‘““Paid for lighting the lamp at the Palace last
winter, as agreed for by the Servant ’—i2s.

1759—-60. ‘“ Allowed Mr. Lambert for the like sum advancod
by his Lordship’s Order as an apprentice fee with Mr. Steele’s
daughter ”—£18. Perhaps the William Steele, of Budworth,
Cheshire, clerk, whose son William matriculated at Brasenose
College, Oxford, in 1793, aged 18, and was incumbent of Lower
Peover.

“ Paid his Lordship’s subscription to ye Clergy Meeting ’—f£5.

“ Paid Mrs. Ward for money laid down for Irish linen "—
£15 4s. 6d.

“ Paid Archdeacon Ward money received for his use from his
Grace of Canterbury ""—£6.

“Paid Mr. Gleave towards augmenting ye Vic’ of Over ”—
£10 10s. od. John Gleave was presented to the vicarage of Over
by the Bishop on 15 March 1756, and retained it until his death
in 180ox. He died intestate and administration of his property
was granted at Chester on 30 Dec. 1801.

“Paid on the course of the Visitation to Mr. Harper and the
Coachman "—£135.

1760-1. ‘“ Paid the usual fees from the Caveat entered on
behalf of the University of Cambridge against the institution
to Standish ”—8s. 8d. A ‘““caveat” is a process to prevent
something being done. Thomas Pilgrim, rector of Standish,
died in 1760. He had been presented to the living by the
Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of Cambridge, but his successor,
Edward Smalley, was presented to Standish by Richard Clayton
on 26 July 1760.

““Paid Mr. Barnston for the use of the French prisoners in
December last by my Lord’s Orders, and for which I got no
receipt till this time ”—£5 5s. od. Robert Barnston was a wine
merchant of Watergate Street, Chester. As to the prisoners,

H
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the Seven Years’ War was in progress, and the French had been
defeated at Minden in 1759 and Quebec captured in 1760.

To Mrs. Stubbs ““ for a bill paid Mr. Croughton for woodcocks
etc. sent to London "—f£2 gs. 7id.

““ More of her own, two bills, for disbursements in the House ~'—
10s. 54d.

““ Paid for vellum on which to write the Address to the King ”’—
6s. od. Evidently on the occasion of George III’s accession
to the Throne on 25 Oct. 1760.

1761-2. ‘““To Mr. A. D. [Archdeacon] Ward for money laid
down in Liverpoole for Madeira Wine ’"—£14 14s. 6d.

““ Subscription to the Blue Coat Charity School "—f£4 4s. od.
This annual subscription was continued by Bishop Keene and his
successors for the period under consideration.

““ Paid the Chancellor for Bardsley’s apprentice fee, laid down
by him ~—fzo.

“Paid carriage of Fast Books & Form of Prayer for the
Queen "—4s. 2d. King George III had married on 8 Sep. 1761
Charlotte Sophia of Schleswig-Holstein, a girl of 17, who had
already been described as ““ a miracle of good senseand patriotism,”
a character which, as his devoted partner for nearly sixty years,
she well merited. _

1762—3. ‘“ Paid to Mr. Maddock of Liverpoole for money
laid down by him for Mr. Chalmers’ board "—f12 12s. od.
Similar amounts described as Mr. Chalmer’s allowance, or for his
use, etc. continued to be paid annually, until 1769 when the last
entry reads ‘“ By cash paid to Mrs. Chalmers” and it may be
assumed that Mr. Chalmers, whoever he was, had died. Mr.
Maddock was probably the Rev. Thomas Maddock, M.A., rector
of Liverpool from 1772. In 1767 he was living in Williamson
Square. -
| ‘“ Paid a bill to Mr. Earle, staymaker, by Mrs. Keene’s order "' —
£1 3s. 10d. .

“ Paid Mr. Piggott of Vale Royal for surveying the Tythes
of Over ’—{f3 3s. od. It will be remembered that, during the
life of the afflicted Mary Davies, widow of Sir Thomas Grosvenor,
the Cholmondeleys of Vale Royal were the faithful friends of the
widow and her children, and were the guardians of the latter.
Piggott was probably a relative of a devoted steward of the
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Grosvenors of Eaton, who, although a gentleman of coat armour,
did not consider it beneath his dignity to describe himself as their
““menial servant ”’ (Sheaf 3s., xxxiv, 63).

1763—4. ‘“Paid a bill to Mr. Tilley, glover, for six pairs of
fawn skin gloves "—gs.

“ Paid Mr. Haddon of Warrington money due to the Warrington
Meeting as by an account settled between my Lord and Mr.
Haddon "—£16 17s. 6d. John Haddon, M.A., was rector of
Warrington from 1723 to 1766. His will was proved at Chester
in the latter year. :

1764-5. ‘“ Paid Mr. Robert Barnston a bill for wine "—
£18 6s. od. An earlier reference has been made to Robert
Barnston. His brother Roger, M.A., was a prebendary of Chester.

1765-6. “ Paid for advertising Dobb’s late house to be sett
in the Chester paper ~'—S8s.

““ An allowance to me for searches and Copys out of the Registry
for the use of the Archbishop of Canterbury "—£3 3s. od.

“ Paid my Lord’s charitable donation to Mr. Duke "—{5 5s. od.
The Rev. Samuel Duke was a son of Thomas Duke, of Chester,
alderman and justice of the peace. He matriculated at Brasenose
College, Oxford in 1736, aged 18, was admitted a freeman of
Chester in 1747, and died in or before 1780, as his will, in which
he is described as of the city of Chester, clerk, was proved in that
year. Two of his sons, a wetglover and a schoolmaster were
freemen of the city.

“ Paid the Chancellor cash lent my Lord at Manchester ”"—f21.

1766—7. ““ Paid Mr. Williams of Bunbury his Lordship’s
subscription to the Ante Atheist ’—f£2 10s. od. William Williams,
M.A., was vicar of Bunbury from 1761 until his death in 1813
at the age of 80. At the time of his death he also held the living
of Mold, and previously that of Marton. His son, Sir John
Williams, was an eminent judge and advocate. There are
monuments to both in Bunbury Church.

*“ Paid Mr. Archdeacon Ward for cash laid out for Mrs. Whiston’s
daughter ”—f12. Robert Whiston, B.A., was vicar of Wybun-
bury from 1744 to his death in 1754. He had been vicar of
Childwall from 1740 to 174I. i

1767-8. ““ Paid for paper to print the Circular Letters respect-
ing the Papists ”—1o0s.
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“Paid for printing twelve quires of these Letters”’—i2s.
Horace Walpole, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. Cole, dated 19 Dec.
1767, writes :—*‘ For the Catholic religion, I think it very con-
sumptive. With a little patience, if Whitfield, Wesley, my lady
Huntingdon, and that rogue Madan live, I do not doubt but that
we shall have something very like it here. And yet I had rather.
live at the end of a tawdry religion, than at the beginning ; which
is always more stern and hypocritic.” The first three worthies
need no comment, but something may be said about Martin Madan.
He was a son of a bishop of Peterborough, and was educated
for the Bar, but he took Orders and became a popular preacher
at the Lock Chapel. He was a Calvinist in doctrinal sentiments,
but lost popularity after publishing an Apology for Polygamy,
and retired from the pulpit. His brother, Dr. Spencer Madan
was successively bishop of Bristol and Peterborough.

“Paid his Lordship’s subscription to Mr. Vanbrugh ~"—
£10 10s. od. The Rev. Robert Vanbrough, M.A., was headmaster
of the King’s school, Chester, and a minor canon of the Cathedral.
A second and apparently final subscription was made by the
Bishop in 1768—9. In 1767 Vanbrugh had established himself
in a fine old timber and plaster house in Watergate Street known
as the Mainwaring House and long since destroyed. Here he
undertook to receive boarders and to provide them with “ diet
and lodging 7 for a moderate annual sum of fifteen guineas
(Sheaf, 3s., xii, 24).

1768-9. “ To Mr. Eyre of Kendal cash by my Lord’s order ”—
£10 T0s. od.

“Paid for carriage of Forms of Prayer for delivery of the
Queen ”"—71s. Princess Augusta Sophia was born 8 Nov. 1768 and
died unmarried 22 Sep. 1840.

“The Apparitor’s general expenses on the Consecr[atio]ns,
being nine days out, himself and horse at 6s. per day’—
£2 14s. od. ‘

1769—70.. ‘‘“ Cash paid to Mr. Eyre at Kendall "—f10 10s. 0d.

Household expenses including “ Cowslip Wine ”—18s. 10d.

““ To Doctor Harrison for his opinion about Jones’s presentation
to St. Mary’s and about the nature of the Contract ”—/1 1s. od.
Middleton Jones, LL.B., was presented to the rectory of St. Mary’s,
Chester by John Windsor of Shrewsbury.







