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JOHN DE EVERDON. 

By T. H. Hill, B.A.

OOME further remarks concerning this old-world Church 
^ dignitary who was instituted Rector of Manchester on 
January 24th, 1313-4 (Lich. Reg. 9 Kal. Feb.) in addition to 
those contained in the notice of him in the List of the Rectors of 
the before-named Church in Mr. Croston's Edition of Baines's 
History of Lancashire would be acceptable.

Mr. E. Axon has written an exhaustive account in Chetham 
Society, Volume 94, New Series, 1935, " The Rectors and Deans 
of Manchester prior to the Collegiation of the Parish Church in 
1421 ", at pp. 24-6, but he is not correct in stating that of his 
family nothing is known.

It would seem that his family has been traced to Bushbury, 
in Staffordshire, near Wolverhampton, where the Bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield formerly had a palace, and where he 
and Philip de Everdon, Edward I's " beloved clerk ", were 
Deans of the Free Chapel of St. Peter. The name has been 
written in a variety of ways, including de Verdon and de Worden, 
but the above appears to have been usual.

The Rev. Stebbing Shaw in his History and Antiquities of 
Staffordshire suggests the family proceeded (from Everdon in 
Northamptonshire) on account of these appointments, and there 
they achieved a certain distinction which terminated with the 
death of George Everdon or Everton, Esq., of Balstead, Newton, 
and Battisford, Suffolk, in 1589, whose widow Mary, daughter of 
John Crystoferson, M.D. (Cantab.), of The Poultry, London, died 
without surviving issue on May i6th, 1608, aged 103, and is 
commemorated by a brass tablet now extant at Battisford 
Church (Visitations of Suffolk, edited by W. C. Metcalfe. British 
Museum Add. MS. 19128. The King's England, edited by 
Arthur Mee Suffolk Volume, 1941, p. 35 ; etc.).

One member of the family, Richard de Everdon, married Helen, 
daughter and heiress of Robert de Seawall, and obtained that
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manor, being ancestor of several generations who married into 
the families of Swynnerton, East, Vavasour, Bardwell, and Eyre, 
the most important of them being Thomas Everdon, M.P. for 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, and which included " Dominus " Henry 
Everdon of Wolverhampton and Prebendary Humphrey Everdon 
of Hilton, a Canon of Wolverhampton. Philip and John de 
Everdon were Deans of Wolverhampton from 1294-1302 and 
1303-1323 respectively, the appointment of the latter bearing 
date July 8th, 1302-3, the fourth on record.

Shaw states that John was Dean of St. Paul's in 1318, but 
Foss's Judges of England states that he was admitted to that 
office on September i5th, 1322-3, having exchanged a prebend 
at Torleton in the Diocese of Salisbury, to which he was 
collated on June 23rd, 1311, and which he held to the year 
1323, and he resigned the Rectorship of Manchester, where the 
Patron had been Sir John de La Warre. According to St. 
Paul's the Rectorship of Hanney in Berkshire was resigned in 
September, 1323 on the same account.

The Rectorship was the original foundation at Manchester, 
and since 1847 has been The Cathedral, the church having been 
enlarged into the celebrated Collegiate Church in 1421, and in 
the Diocese of Chester when that see was founded in 1541-2.

According to Foss he was an officer of the Scaccarium, or 
Exchequer, and was appointed to superintend the levying of the 
I5th in Oxfordshire and Berkshire in 1301. He was constituted 
an Exchequer Baron on November 28th, 1307, and frequently 
acted as an assessor of taxes of London, and as a justice of oyer 
and terminer in various counties in cases connected with the 
revenue and its collection, and was summoned amongst the 
judges to Parliament as late as March 14, 1322. (Parl. Writs. 
i. no, ii. P. ii. 823, 824.).

Foss confirms he was Dean of Wolverhampton in 4 Edward II, 
i.e., 1310, and according to Shaw's List Geoffrey de Rudham 
succeeded in 1323. St. Paul's Cathedral records confirm him 
here on May ist, 1311.

He was certified Lord of that township in 9 Edward II, i.e., 
1315, and was Chancellor of Exeter from 20th of May, 1308 to 
August, 1309 (Abbrev. Rot. Orig. i. 181).

On his appointment as Dean of St. Paul's he is thought to
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have resigned his judicial office, and he died on January 
1336. (Le Neve, 89, 183). He was Chancellor of Lincoln in 
1308, and Rector of Stoke Basset in that diocese, which living 
he resigned about October, 1307.

Another of the family, William, was also an Exchequer Baron 
and Treasurer's Remembrancer of that court in 1311.

He also enjoys the distinction of having been one of the 
incumbents of Brington, Northamptonshire, a parish which 
possesses a very distinguished list of rectors. He was presented 
to this living in 1309 by the Crown, and then held the lands 
of Walter de Langton, Bishop of Lichfield, formerly under 
accusation. (Bishop Rennet's MSS 1086).

He was Lord of the Manor of Sandon, Hertfordshire, a 
property devoted to the use of the Dean of St. Paul's, 
appearing in 1328 (Sir Henry Chauncy, The Historical Antiqui­ 
ties of Hertfordshire, 1826).

He was Lord of the Manor of Newington, used for a prebend 
in St. Paul's Cathedral, when he was Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
about 1294, according to the Rev, Daniel Lysons' The Environs 
of London, and was one of the Royal Household, being assessor 
of tallage in many counties, farmer of Bolsover Castle, and 
keeper of the exchange in London and Canterbury. (The Stafford­ 
shire Record Society, Vol. for 1910). He seems to have vacated 
Stoke Newington about 1304 according to Lysons, but the 
Cathedral record says he was Prebendary there in 1322.

The name also occurs in the Prebend of Bobenhull, for on 
December 4th, 1319, John de Everdon and others were to appear 
on that morning to elect a new Dean of Lichfield, on which 
occasion Stephen de Segrave was chosen. (Vol. for 1924). He 
appears as Prebendary of Givedale, Diocese of Ripon, in 1311, in 
St. Paul's Cathedral records.

He was buried at St. Faith's under St. Paul's, and also appears 
in Sir William Musgrave's General Nomenclator and Obituary 
(Harleian Society, Visitation Section, Vol. 45), as Dean of London, 
and probate of his will was granted on Feb. 3rd, 1336.

In 1325 he supervised the removal of the body of St. Earconwald 
to a fresh burial in the Blessed Mary Chapel, and he founded 
in his Will a chantry at St. Paul's (Chetham Society, Volume 94, 
New Series}.
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Of this family was Silvester de Everdon, Bishop of Carlisle, 
killed by a fall from his horse on May I3th, 1254, who acquired 
a reputation of being very astute in Chancery practice and was 
one of the Bishops who, at Henry Ill's invitation, cursed and 
excommunicated the infringers of the liberties of England. 
(Ann. Burt. p. 223). He was an Archdeacon of Chester and 
Chancellor of the former in the year 1244-5.

It will be of interest to state that the foregoing account 
contains all the ascertained facts in the notice under the 
Rectors of Manchester in Mr. Baines's history.


