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AN OLD REGISTER OF MERCHANT TAYLORS’ SCHOOL,
CROSBY.

By Rev. C. F. Russell, M.A., B.D., F.S.A.

THE earliest school register at Crosby known to be still in
existence begins in the year 1830, when the School was
already more than two hundred years old. It was discovered
at Merchant Taylors’ Hall, London, about ten years ago, and
is now preserved at the School. The book is a small square one,
of the size of an ordinary exercise book, and the heading at the
top of the first page is :

“ A List of the Boys at the Merchant Tailors’ Gram : School, Gt. Crosby,

& a Speculum of their Attendance from the commencement of the year

1830.
Revd. Jos: Clark, Master

Mr. Robt. Abbott, Usher.”

After this come the lists of boys, with the records of their
attendance, for the fourteen years from 1830 to 1843 inclusive.
There are also, inside the cover, three small loose sheets which
give details of books purchased for boys in the School for the
ten years 1819 to 1828 ; and as these years are earlier, the meagre
information which is thus supplied deserves our attention in the
first place.

The boys named as being provided with books are in no year
more than eight in number. Whether this is because the majority
of the boys bought their books independently, or because they
did not need new books every year, cannot be stated ; certainly
it was not because there were no more boys than this in the
school, for names which occur more than once do not always
appear in consecutive years. It may be that the purchases were
made only for those boys who could not afford to buy books for
themselves, perhaps out of some fund granted for the purpose
by the Governors or the Master ; and this supposition is supported
by the fact that the sum expended annually was approximately
constant, the successive amounts being 10/10, 10/1, 10/-, 1I/4%,
10/3, 10/-, 10/-, 10/6, 1I/-, and 10/6. No initials are given in
these lists but only surnames, and consequently it is often
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uncertain whether the same name occurring in two different
years is that of the same boy ; in some cases it almost certainly
is not, as for example in that of the name Blanchard which
occurs in years so far apart as 1820 and 1828. The complete
list of boys mentioned, with their dates, is as follows :

Allford, 1821, 23. Massey, 1821.

Ball, 1826. Mawdsley, 1819, 22.
Blanchard, 1820, 24, 26, 28. Molyneux, 1819.

Bond, 1821. Orrell, 1828.

Caddock, 1819, 20, 21. Paul, 1820, 23.

Chadwick, 1819, 23, 27. Roberts, 1820, 23, 25, 27.
Cooper, 1824. Rothwell, 1820, 21, 28.
Davies, 1820. Smith, 1821, 22, 25, 27.
Formby, 1819, 20, 22. Webster, 1826, 27, 28.
Garner, 1821, 22. Wiggins, 1820, 21, 23.
Gore, 1824. Woods, 1822, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27.
Jarret, 1822. Worthington, 1824, 26, 28.
Johnson, 1819. Wright, 1819.

Lupton, 1825, 27, 28.

The books that were bought for these boys were for the most
part of an elementary kind, like Mavor’s Spelling Book, Reading
Easy, English Reader, etc. Other books provided were Testa-
ments and ‘‘ expositions,”’ with a few copies of the ‘“ London
Primmer "’ and the ‘ Tutor’s Assistant.”” The price of a copy
book was 34d., and quill pens cost a half-penny each.

The names given above are of interest as being those of the
earliest Crosbeians known to us from school records.! But
obviously a greater value attaches to the complete lists which
begin with January, 1830, and continue until the end of 1843.
The year was divided into two halves, not three terms, so that
there are twenty-eight lists in all. They are not given here as
the printing of them in full would involve much repetition, but a
complete alphabetical list of all the names, with dates, is given
below.

The registers furnish several other details of information
which deserve to be noted. The number of boys in the school
in the first half of 1830 was forty-two, and during the period in

1 The names of a few old boys of earlier date have been discovered from other sources.
It should be added that the statement above does not take account of the names cut on the
stones of the old school buildings (see the valuable paper by T. Goffey in vol. 54 of these
Transactions (1902), pp. 131-172), which ought perhaps to be included among * school
records.”
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question it varied considerably, falling to fourteen at the end of
1837 and reaching sixty less than two years later. The average
number of names on the list for the whole period is just over
thirty-two. This may seem small to those who merely compare
it with the large numbers found in schools to-day, but it will not
surprise anyone who is familiar with the past history of English
grammar schools including some of those whose names are
now famous all over the world. In 1748 there were only sixty
boys at Rugby; in 1796 there were the same number at Win-
chester; and as recently as 1844, when Dr. Vaughan was
appointed Headmaster of Harrow (less than twenty years before
Canon Armour came to Crosby), he found only just over sixty
boys there.

The numbers at Crosby remained fairly steady in the
neighbourhood of thirty from 1830 to 1835, then they began to
fall. In the second half of 1836, there were only sixteen boys,
and in the two following halves fifteen and fourteen respectively.
Perhaps it was this diminution of numbers that led to the departure
of the usher, for there is a note in the register stating that Mr.
Abbott left on 1st September, 1837, about five weeks after the
half had begun. Apparently, Mr. Clark was roused to fresh
efforts to obtain pupils, for in the next list there are twenty-six
names, and a new usher Mr. J. Branthwaite had been appointed? ;
and a year later the numbers had leapt up to fifty-three.

Another crisis, and a more serious one, occurred in 1843, when
in the second half there were twenty-four boys on the school
list. A new school was opened at Crosby on November 6 of that
year, and immediately, without waiting for the holidays, nearly
half of the boys were transferred to it. Against the name of
the first of these there is an entry: * Left 6th Novr. Papists’
New School opened on 6th Nov® 1843,” and nine times more
the note, ““Left 6th Nov®” is repeated. Christmas holidays
began this year on Thursday, 21st December (the only occasion

in the whole period of the register on which the date of
the end of the half is given), and either then or earlier five more

boys left, while another was expelled during the half ““ for irregular

1 John Branthwaite was a nephew of the headmaster, and was the second son of
Richard Branthwaite of Kendal. He must have been about sixteen when he came to assist
his uncle at Crosby, for he was seventeen when he matriculated at Oxford on 6 June, 1839,
from Queen’s College. He took his B.A. degree in 1843 and M.A. in 1847, and he was
Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, from 1861 to 1864.
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attendance.”” Thus there were only eight boys on the list who
were expected to return to the school in January. It is not
surprising that the register ends here; perhaps the school was
closed soon afterwards, and certainly it was so by 1848. It was
reopened in 1850, and one of the seventy pupils who joined then
has, in his reminiscences of his school days, written of the school
as having been previously closed for a considerable time. A
report on the school in 1849 stated that there was then no Master,
or Usher, or even scholars.?!

Besides the case of expulsion just mentioned as occurring in
the last half-year, there is one other case recorded in these fourteen
years. It happened in 1842 (1), and the reason given for it is
interesting : the boy was ““ turned out for not paying his Fire-
money, 2/6.”

With one exception, every half-year began on a Monday,
usually on the last Monday but one of January and on a corres-
ponding date in July; and the holidays were apparently three
weeks, or a little more, in the summer—]. G. Grant, in his
autobiography, wrote of June 30 as the breaking-up day—and
about a month at Christmas. But the irregularity of the
attendances recorded in the register shows that the boys provided
compensation for themselves for these short holidays by taking
a good many unauthorised onés—indeed, many of them seem
to have stayed away from school more often than they came—
and the missing of an entire half, or even of a year, was not
unknown. Unfortunately, there is no information about the
ages of the pupils, though it is reasonable to conclude from the
provision of spelling-books and readers that many of them were
very young when they were admitted. But they often stayed
a considerable time, and ‘‘school-lives’’ of five years were
common, with a few still longer. The longest ‘‘lives” were
apparently those of John Williams (seven years), and of Robert
and William Leatherbarrow (seven and a half years each).

As, however, the question of the pupils’ ages is one of special
interest, it is worth while to supplement the school register by
such information as can be obtained from the church registers
of Sefton and Crosby. For the majority of the boys these give

* “ Even scholars ” is a pleasant piece of unconscious humour. It sounds as if the
writer had hoped against hope that, although no master or usher was at work, at least a
few boys might have been found sitting in the school by themselves !

G
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no help, either because their baptisms are not recorded there or
because identification is doubtful. But there are a few cases in
which the identity seems reasonably certain, and the following
list shows the baptismal dates of twenty pupils with their approxi-
mate ages at entering the school, one month being added as a
rough correction for the interval between birth and baptism.

Date of Age atentry

Name baptism yIS. mos.
Thomas Ambrose . . o .. 1824 Apr. 25 6 10
Charles Arnold .. o .. 1822 Dec. 29 I3ige2
James Crookham .. s .. 1831 Nov. 27 Tel R
John Fairclough .. o .. 1821 Mar. 11 8 11
Edward Gore A% e .. 1833 Jan. 27 9 I
Egerton W. Holden 5 .. 1835 Mar. 8 5 5
William Holden .. i .. 1832 Mar. 25 2305
Robert Johnson .. o s+ 1833 Dec.. 8 6 8
James Leatherbarrow .. .. 1834 Aug. 28 S

(son of William).

William Leatherbarrow .. .. 1829 Mar. 1 3 IX
Robert Mawdsley .. Rl .. 1818 May 3 11 9
Robert Mawdsley . . i .. 1823 Mar. 16 6 1II
Henry Mercer 3 ol .. 1816 July 7 13 7
Joseph Pilkington s . 1820 Apr. 16 II 10
John Rothwell (son of Wllha.m) 1825 Feb. 20 9 o
John Rothwell (son of Thomas) .. 1827 July 1 I0 7 g
William Rothwell . . el$ .. 1820 Jan. 2 0 I
William Rothwell .. i .. 1827 May 6 6 3
Edward Shearson .. o .. 1833 Oct. 11 T
Edward Whitehead o .. 1832 July 29 A

The average age of these twenty boys at entry was 8 years
4 months ; at leaving it was about 1o years 3 months. Perhaps
the most startling fact revealed by these figures is that in some
instances boys were admitted before reaching their fourth
birthday.

One other matter, of a rather curious kind, is worth mentioning.
For the whole of 1839 and the first half of 1840 there was a boy
at the school whom the master would not name in the register.
His attendances are recorded as carefully as the rest, but in the
place for his name there is a complete gap. It is quite evident
from the condition of the pages that his name was not entered
and afterwards erased ; it was never entered at all. In the list
which follows this pupil is called X.
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The following is the complete list of names for the whole period,
with the dates to which they belong.

Almond, James, 35,-36;
Almond, Richard, 30,
Ambrose, Thomas, 31,—-32,
Ambrose, William, 31,-33;
Arnett, James, 42,—42,
Arnold, Charles, 36,

Ball, Edward, 38,40,

Ball, Edward 43,

Ball, Lawrence, 43,

Ball, William, 36,
Bancroft, Peter, 30,—30,
Bannister, Robert, 33;—352
Barrow, Jonathon D., 36,.
Barrow, William, 35,
Bellion, Henry, 34,-342
Bennett, Thomas, 37,42,
Bennett, William, 39,42,
Birch, Edward, 38,—38,, 30,—414
Birch, James, 41,

Birch, Joseph, 38,—38,
Birch, Samuel, 395-40;, 414
Birch, William, 38,
Birchell, William, 33,
Blanchard, Henry, 30,-31,
Blanchard, Joseph, 39,43,
Bond, John, 39,—41;, 42,43,
Bond, Richard, 37,38,
Bond, Robert, 30,33,
Bradley, Richard, 35,-37,
Bradshaw, James, 33,333
Bradshaw, William, 39,—-39,
Brown, James, 31,

Caddick, James, 424~43,4
Caddick, Joseph, 34,
Caddick, Stephen, 30,—31;, 324

[““ Caddock *’ in 304]
Carfoot, William, 30;—344
Chadwick, Edward, 30,-35,
Chadwick, Peter, 30,—313, 322-353
Chadwick, Robert, 30,—31,
Charnley, Grafton, 42,
Charnley, Thomas, 42,

Chatman, Francis, 39,

Cheshire, John, 395,-40,, 425434
Clark, John, 30,-34,

Clark, William, 30,~32,, 341-352a
Cliff, John, 30,-32,

Cofield, —, 30,30,

Craig, Edward, 32,

Croft, Henry, 37,372
Crookham, James, 39,

Davies, James, 37,-434
Davies, James Jessop, 30,—324
Dayvies, Richard, 30,—33,
Dickinson, Thomas, 38,—41;
Dugdale, John, 33;-332

Fairclough, John, 30,-31;
Formby, George, 39,—41,, 42
Formby, James, 38,—40,
Formby, John, 42,

Formby, Richard, 38,394
Forshaw, Henry, 35,-364
Forshaw, Thomas, 35;, 36;—364

Gaskell, Thomas, 375-39,
Gerrard, Christopher, 30,33,
Gerrard, John, 39;—43,

Gore, Edward, 42,—43,

Gore, James, 33,38,
Grimsditch, William, 40,—41,

Hale, William, 39,
Harris, Fredrie, 39,
Hatton, Thomas, 42,-43,
Heaton, Robert, 33,5, 344
Hemer, Luke, 31,
Hitchcock, Henry, 42,
Hodgson, Robert, 39,—394
Hodson, John, 39,—40,
Holden, E. W,, 40,
Holden, William, 39,42,
Holding, Hugh, 33,-36;
[“ Holden ” in 35,]
Holding, Ralph, 30,-32,, 331
Holding, Robert, 30,-30,
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Johnson, John, 374, 38,
Johnson, John, 42,43,
Johnson, Joseph, 43,
Johnson, Robert, 40,43,
Johnson, William, 40,-43,

Kelly, James, 38,40,
Kenny, James, 40,—41,
Kenny, Thomas, 39,—42,
[ Kenney ” in 394, 39,]
Kitchen, Joseph, 38;, 39,

Leatherbarrow, James, 36,—41,
[son of Henry]

Leatherbarrow, James, 38,40,
[son of William]

Leatherbarrow, Robert, 33,—40,

Leatherbarrow, William, 33;,—40,

Lovelady, William, 40,—42,

Lupton, Edward, 32,-33;, 341,

351-364
Lupton, John, 37;—41,
Lupton, Laurence, 39;—42,
Lupton, Laurence, 39;—40,

[son of John deceased]
Lupton, Robert, 30,, 31,
Lupton, Robert, 34,-39,
Lupton, William, 30,-36,
Lupton, William, 32,-34,

[son of John]

Maddocks, Henry, 38,—40,

[‘“ Maddox ’ in 38, 38,]
Maddocks, John, 38;,—40,

[“Maddox ” in 38,, 38,]
Martin, Joseph, 36,

Martlew, Philip, 36,—40,

[ Marclough ” in 36, 36,)
Martlew, Richard, 38,—41,, 42,
Mawdsley, John, 30,—34;, 351
Mawdsley, Robert, 304-31,
Mawdsley, Robert, 30,
Mawdsley, Thomas, 35,
Mawdsley, Thomas, 39,-40,
Mawdsley, William, 30,-31;
Mercer, Henry, 30,

[“ attended a few weeks ']

Morley, William, 31,-33,
Morrell, William, 38,
Morrey, Alfred, 38,—42,
[also ““ Murry ”’ and ‘‘ Murray *’]

Nelson, Edward, 39,
[ Tartt ”’ written above name,
see below]

Nicholls, George, 38,-39,

Norris, James, 32,~341, 36,

Orrell, Edward, 39,434
Orrell, James, 30,
Orrell, John [*“ Bellion "], 335-37;.
Orrell, John, 33,-36,

[son of James]
Orrell, John, 38,-39;

[perhaps one of the last two]
Orrell, William, 38,—42,

Philipson, Charles, 39,—40,
Pilkington, Joseph, 32,
Price, Joseph, 31,-32;
Price, William D., 32,-33,

Quirk, James, 32,-34;
Quirk, Thomas, 30,-35,

Rice, John, 39,-39,
Rimmer, Henry, 30,—304, 315-32;
Rimmer, Robert, 30,—30,, 31,-32;
Roberts, Thomas, 31,—36,
Rose,” John, 30,
Rothwell, Henry, 39,41,
Rothwell, John, 34;—38;, 39,*
[son of William]
Rothwell, John, 38;—40;*
[son of Thomas]
Rothwell, Richard, 30,
Rothwell, Thomas, 30,—33,, 35;
Rothwell, William, 30,—-30,
Rothwell, William, 335, 35;
Roughley, John, 41,41,

Shaw, James, 30,—30,
Shearson, Edward, 41;—42,
Smith, James, 30,—32;
Smith, Joseph, 30,—32,

* It is uncertain to which of these boys the period 34;-37, refers.




Smith, Thomas, 38,-40,, 41,
Smith, William, 30,-31,
Stout, William, 32,-34,
Sutton, Nathan, 31,-32;

Tartt, Edward, 39,43,
[= Nelson, Edward,
“Tart ” in 39,].
Tartt, Lawrence, 40,43,
[“ Tart ” in 43,].
Taylor, Thomas, 35,—36,
Taylor, Thomas, 42,—42,
Threlfall, Joseph, 33,-353-
Tyrer, James, 32,-335.
Tyrer, John, 34,-35,
Tyrer. William, 34,35,

above.

Vero, Edward Neptune, 36,

Waddington, John, 39,40,
‘Waddington, Thomas, 39,—40,
Walker, George, 40,41,
Walker, Richard, 39,—39,
Waln, James, 39,40,
Webster, Edward, 30,
Webster, George, 30,—32;
Webster, George, 32,32,
Webster, Thomas, 39,—40;, 41,
Webster, William, 33,
Westhead, Thomas, 39;—41,

1 It is uncertain to which of these boys 395 refers.
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Weston, Edward, 33,—35,
Wharton, Edward, 39,—43;
Wharton, Henry, 30,—344, 35
[ Wharty ” in 34,]
‘Wharton, Henry, 39,—43;
Wharton, Joseph, 42,—432
Whitehead, Edward, 39,41,
Willcot, John, 40,—41,
Williams, John, 36,—42,
Wilson, Edward, 42,435
Wilson, Thomas, 40,—43,
Wood, James, 39;—43;
Wood, John, 30,—31,
Wood, Robert, 39,—43,
Wood, Thomas, 32,-354, 36,
[ Woods " in 32,]
Wood, William, 33,-371
Wood, William, 39,—40,
Wright, John, 41,—43,
[son of Richard]
Wright, Lawrence, 424—43,
Wright, Thomas, 39;—43.1
[son of Richard]
Wright, Thomas, 39,433t
[son of William]
Wright, William, 40,—43;

[X, see above, p. 74], 391—40;

Yates, William, 30,—31,




