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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1944.

During the year twenty-one new members were elected, and three were 
lost by death or resignation. The total membership is now 214, viz., 
5 honorary, 4 life, 140 ordinary, I student and 64 library members.

The new members were as follows : 

DATE. 
Jan. 29.

Feb. 19.

March 18.

April 20.

May 18.
Oct. 21.

Nov. 18. 

Dec. 9.

NAME or MEMBER. 
Miss E. Porter. 
John Heyes.

PROPOSER. 
R. A. Finch. 
Dr. R. Dickinson.

The Trustees of John Hornby's Charity
School, Newton-with-Scales. 

The Lancashire County Record Office. 
John V. Jones. 
Donald L. Nicholas. 
Benjamin J. Herrington. 
Thomas Billington, J.P. 
R. Cunlifie Shaw, M.Sc., F.R.C.S. 
Sidney Jeffery. 
Arthur Oakes, B.A. 
Sydney W. Williams, B.A. (Com). 
F. E. Evans. 
Raymond Richards. 
Wilfred Smith, M.A., F.R.G.S. 
Rev. H.McLachlan,M.A.,D.D.,Litt.D. W. A. Phillips. 
John H. Porter. W. A. Phillips. 
William Ball.   R. S. France. 
Miss Alice P. Powell. R. S. France. 
G. Beadsworth. F. T. Wainwright. 
George C. Spence. F. T. Wainwright,

R. Walker. 
R. S. France 
A. C. Wardle. 
Aid. A, E. Shennan. 
A. C. Wardle. 
F. A. Bailey. 
F. A. Bailey. 
J. F. Smith 
F. A. Bailey. 
R. S. France. 
F. A. Bailey. 
F. A. Bailey. 
R. W. Hunt.

The number of affiliated societies has increased to three, namely, the 
Prescot Historic Society, the Bromborough Society, and the Fylde 
Historical Society.

Meetings were held, and papers read, as follows : 
Jan. 29. Annual General Meeting and Exhibition of Lantern Slides. 
Feb. 19. " Church Briefs, with special reference to Lancashire,"

by Roland J. A. Shelley, F.R.Hist.S. 
March 18. " The Historical Interest of Parish Registers," by F. A.

Bailey, M.A. 
April 20. " The Abbot and Convent of Merevale v. the Rector of

Halsall: some new documents in the Altcar Tithe
Dispute," by Richard W. Hunt, M.A. 

May 18. " The Jewish Community in Southport," by Bertram
B. Benas, B.A., LL.B., J.P.
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Sept., 16. " The Lancashire Sessions Act, 1798 ; or, Lonsdale v.
the Rest," by R. Sharpe France, F.R.Hist.S. Meeting
held at the County Offices, Preston, Mr. Thomas
Billington, J.P., presiding. 

Oct. 21. " The Cuerdale Hoard of Viking Treasure," by Philip
Nelson, Ph.D., F.R.S.E. 

" Longwood by Moonlight : an unpublished manuscript
by the late Ronald Stewart-Brown." 

Nov. 18. " Some Light on Eighteenth-Century Liverpool," by Arthur
C. Wardle, M.I.Ex. 

Dec. 9. " The Field-Names of Amounderness," by F. T. Wain^
wright, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

A settlement of the Society's claim to compensation for the loss of 
its museum pieces through enemy action has been satisfactorily negotiated. 
A report is appended.

At the request of the Town Clerk of Liverpool, a list of recommendations 
concerning the post-war redevelopment of Liverpool was submitted for 
the consideration of the Liverpool Post-War Advisory Committee.

It has been decided that societies which normally exchange Transactions 
with this Society, and have suspended publication, shall receive our 
Transactions in return for a payment of 53. per copy, except in necessitous 
cases.

The Council reviewed the position of affiliated societies, and agreed 
that no per capita fee be taken, but that such societies shall pay an annual 
subscription of 253. and receive one copy of the Transactions.

The Lancashire County Council having decided to publish the paper 
on the Lancashire Sessions Act, 1798, read by Mr. R. Sharpe France, 
for distribution amongst members of the County Council, arrangements 
were made to obtain off-prints to be bound in with the Society's 
Transactions.

In response to an appeal by the Inter-Allied Book Centre, it was 
decided to distribute copies of their circular to all our members. In 
view of our very limited stock, it was not found possible to supply back 
volumes of our Transactions to the Centre for distribution.

The Society has been represented at the two meetings of No. 5 Regional 
Group (Lancashire, Cheshire and Staffordshire), under the Council for 
British Archaeology, held on 20 May and 9 September.

Volume 95 of the Society's Transactions is expected to be issued very 
shortly, the delay being due to war-time difficulties in the printing trade.

During the year the resignation of the Hon. Secretary was received 
with regret, and the Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Editor consented to carry 
out the secretarial duties during the remainder of the session.

F. A. BAILEY, 
W. A. PHILLIPS, 

Joint Acting Hon. Secretaries.
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WAR DAMAGE : MUSEUM PIECES.

At a Council Meeting held on the igth February, 1944, the Hon. 
Librarian was asked to negotiate with the various authorities regarding 
the loss by enemy action on May 4th, 1941, of the " Collection of Objects 
forming the Museum of the Society " (see Transactions, v. 65, 1913 : 
pages 222-239), which was deposited in the Liverpool Museums, William 
Brown Street.

In the iirst place, Dr. Philip Nelson, one of the compilers of the 
Catalogue referred to above, was asked if he would value the items, which 
would materially support the Society's claim. This he willingly consented 
to do. A copy of the Catalogue, bearing prices marked by Dr. Nelson, 
based on 1939 valuations amounting to ^141 : 7 : o, together with the 
necessary claims forms were sent to the Board of Trade.

The Assessor appointed by the Ministry was Mr. H. F. Lurnb (of Lumb 
and Mathison, Dale Street), who, after consultation with Dr. Allan 
(Director of Museums), the Hon. Librarian and the Hon. Treasurer, 
amended the original claim, particularly in regard to two items " Large 
Wooden Platter" and a " Patch-box," reducing the total figure to ^125. 
It was agreed that this sum would be a satisfactory ^ettlement of our 
claim under the War Damage Act, 1943 (Part II).

On the gth June, 1944, the Hon. Treasurer received a communication 
from the Board of Trade Insurance and Companies Department, stating 

That the Board propose to pay ex gratia the sum of ^120 . . ." It was 
further stated that " Payment will be deferred, and it is proposed on 
payment to pay in lieu of interest a further sum calculated at the rate 
of -2\ per cent, per annum on the said sum from the occurrence of the 
damage until the date of deferred payment."

The Council, at its meeting on the i8th November, 1944, agreed that 
this was a satisfactory settlement and congratulated the Hon. Librarian 
(Mr. J. F. Smith) and the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. W. A. Phillips) on piloting 
this claim through its various channels.

J. F. SMITH,
Hon. Librarian.

REPORT OF THE HONORARY LIBRARIAN FOR THE
YEAR 1944.

Members have made good use of the Library both before the meetings 
and by borrowing books for home use. Various volumes of other 
societies' transactions, etc., have been borrowed during the last two years, 
for it is noticeable that vacant places exist on the bookshelves in the 
Library a gentle reminder that books should be returned when finished 
with.
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The number of volumes borrowed by members for home-reading is 60. 
Additions to the Library were presented by the following, viz. : 

Capt. F. Crooks Reports of the Research Committee of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London. No. XI : Verulanium : a 
Belgic and two Roman cities, by R. E. M. and T. V. 
Wheeler, 1936. No XII : Maiden Castle, Dorset, 
by R. E. M. Wheeler, 1943. 

J. F. Smith Ward Loch's Guide to Liverpool, 1891.
Transactions of the Historic Society, vols. 71, 73-79.

8 vols. 
Anonymously Audley Pedigrees ; compiled for George Audley of

Liverpool, by A. L. Reade. Parts 1-3. 
The Atlantic Ferry, by A. J. Maginnis. 
Chetham Society Publications, vols. 54-59, 61-70, 

73-75. 19 vols.

It will be noted that with the acquisition of various volumes of the 
Chetham Society's Publications, our set is nearly complete. We still 
require, however, vols. 60, 71, 72, 76 84.

In addition, transactions from various scientific and learned societies, 
who exchange volumes with us, have been received during the year. 
The total volumes received under the various headings number 47 volumes 
and 4 parts.

Should any member possess duplicate copies of the Society's 
Transactions, the Hon. Librarian would be pleased to receive them as 
certain volumes are now out of stock.

J. F. SMITH,
Hon. Librarian.
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