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FROM late classical times there had lingered, in the vicinity 
of Lake Nemi, the tradition, that sunk in the gloomy depths 

of Dian's Mirror were the twin galleys or house-boats of the 
Emperor Caligula.

Lake Nemi, in the Alban Hills, is about twenty miles south 
of Rome and formed in the crater of an extinct volcano, it covers 
an area of seventy acres. Upon its shores was a dense growth 
of oaks, sacred to Diana, whose priest, the Rex Nemorensis, 
endeavoured to retain his periculous position, so constantly 
menaced by a potential slayer and successor. Here Caligula, 
A.D. 37-41, spent no little time on his pleasure boats, whose 
decks, encased in marble, were protected by bronze rails, 1 and 
judging from the high quality of the various bronzes recovered 
from the wrecks, these galleys must indeed have been veritable 
floating palaces.

How long these heavy vessels remained afloat we cannot now 
say, though we learn from Tacitus, 2 that the lethargic Vitellius 
was wont to escape the cares of state, by retiring to Lake Nemi, 
doubtless remarking, " Deus nobis hcec otia fecit." 3

From the middle of the fifteenth century, the possibility of 
recovering treasures from the sunken vessels had aroused the 
enthusiasm of successive generations of archaeologists. As early 
as 1446, Cardinal Prospero Colonna made the first attempt at 
salvage, with but a trifling measure of success. Another effort 
was essayed in 1535, by William de Lorraine and de Marchi, 
again with indifferent results, and a further three hundred years 
elapsed before Fusoni, in 1837 made yet another endeavour to 
recover treasure from the depths. At last, in 1895, nearly

1 These rails bear the name of the Emperor Tiberius, whilst the leaden pipes are 
impressed, C. C/ESARIS, AVG. GERMANICI.

'Tacitus, Annales.
' Vergil, Eclogue I, line 6. [The Emperor was doubtless unaware that in the fullness 

of time these words would become the motto of the City of Liverpool. Ed.].
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sixty years having passed away, a Roman antiquary, Eliseo 
Borgi, in association with the Orsini family, secured, by the 
employment of marine divers, a remarkable find of antiquities. 
From these two vessels there were then recovered various 
mooring rings, 1 formed as a mask of Medusa, also the heads of 
a lion and a wolf, an important bronze draped figure of Drusilla, 2 
three feet in height, cast in nine pieces, together with twelve 
bronze statuettes, all remarkably well preserved, notwithstanding 
their prolonged immersion, and it is with four of these statuettes 
that this paper purposes to deal.

The group of twelve bronze statuettes, found in 1895, came 
to London in 1908, and consisted of seven female3 and five male 
standing figures, and of these, four, two male and two female, 
have passed into the possession of the writer. All twelve figures are 
very similar in attitude, they stand on one leg, the other being 
slightly drawn back and whilst pouring a libation from a patera,* 
held in the right hand, they hold a closed incense-box, acerra, 
in the left. They vary in height from J\ to loi inches. The 
males wear a tasselled peplum, cast over the left shoulder, the 
right side of the chest being exposed, whilst on the head is an 
ivy chaplet of leaves and berries, corymbos. & Some wear boots, 
others have the feet bare. The females wear a girded tunica and 
peplum, which in some cases is carried over the head, and all 
wear a diadem of varying design and height. They are always 
shod and occasionally are adorned with a torque and an armilla.

The figures under review are as follows : 

A. Young male, feet shod in boots having ihongs. Height
y£ inches.

B. Male, feet bafe. Height 8^ inches, 
c. Young female, wearing a torque. Height 8 inches. 
D. Elderly, veiled female, a priestess, patera missing.

Height 8 inches.

1 Now in the Museo delle Terme, Rome. The Galleys were recovered by Mussolini, 
in 1929, by draining and pumping.

' S. Reinach suggests in " Bronzes du lac de Nemi," Revue Archccologiquc, 1909, 
pp. 177-187, that this statue represents Drusilla, the sister of Caligula, as " Diana 
Nemorensis." This bronze, the bequest of the late Lord Astor, is now in the British 
Museum.

' The one in the British Museum, measures iof inches in height. Winifred Lamb, 
Greek and Roman Bronzes, PI. Ixxvi, c.

* " Vasa picata parva, sacrificiis faciendis apta." .
' The ivy was associated with Bacchus.
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These figures evidently formed part of a group offering sacrifice 
at an altar to Bacchus.

Referring to sacrificing statuettes, Dr. Lamb writes of the 
priestess from Lake Nemi, in the British Museum1 " The most 
distinguished of these figures is now in the British Museum 
(PI. 86. c). 2 It shews how effective the motive could become in 
the hands of a careful artist. There is an individuality about 
the features, which are those of a woman no longer young, and 
a distinct grace in the angular figure."

All these statuettes are typically Roman in style, treatment 
and execution, and are very narrow across the shoulders. The 
hair, eyes, eyelids and drapery are sharply cut with a graving- 
tool, whilst the folds of the drapery are regular in character. 
These bronzes were cast solid and were subsequently worked-up 
with the graver, whilst any flaws in founding were repaired by 
cutting-out the defects and beating-in plugs of bronze.

It may be noted that the pouncing on the diadems of the Nemi 
figures also occurs on the drapery of the Nocera Venus, at Naples, 
whilst the folds on the pepla of the males find a prototype on 
the garment of the central figure on the lid of the Cista, from 
Ficoroni, c. 400 B.C.

1 Winifred Lamb, Greek and Roman Bronzes, p. 219.
1 B.M. 1913. 5 20. Height. 263 mm, she has a bracelet on her right wrist.


