
,~ LIVERPOOL'S EARLY CUSTOMS COLLECTORS. 

By Arthur C. Wardle, M.I.Ex. 

Read 14 February, 1942.

A MOST important post in the Civil Service of this country 
 **  is that of Collector of Customs at the port of Liverpool, an 
office which reaches back to the days when the Mersey was 
regarded, for royal customs purposes, as a mere creek of Chester 
port. Numerous evidences of those early days of the local 
Customs service are contained among the State Papers and in 
the Liverpool Town Books. Among the Exchequer Port Books 
(bundle 1323) is one entitled : 

The Porte of Chester.
A blanke booke conteyning sixe leaves for the searchers entries within 

the towne of Lyverpoole, a creeke of the said porte, of the names of all 
shippes and other thinges to him belonginge, from the feast of St. Michell 
tharchaungell 1565 untyll the feast of Easter then next folowinge. 
Lyverpoole.

There is an indication, however, that although the Mersey then 
came within the fiscal jurisdiction of the collector at Chester, 
the Treasury or Exchequer regarded the two havens with some 
degree of distinction. For instance, in September, 1551, an order 
preventing the exportation of prohibited commodities was 
addressed directly to " my frendes the customers, comptrollers, 
and searchers of the kinge's portes of Chester and Lyrpole " ; 
while an order dated 5 February, 1557-8, relating to the arrest 
of shipping, was even more directly delivered to " the mayre, 
comptroller, and serchour of the towne and portt of Liverpole." 
Another document, dated 18 October, 1565, expresses the view 
that "if it shuld come to pass to call Liverpole the crieke to 
Chestre, it were not onlie a poverishinge of Liverpole ..."

The earliest firm evidence of the Exchequer interposing its 
authority by direct instruction is contained in a document signed 
8 May, 1573, by Lord Burghley, chancellor of the exchequer, 
detailing special procedure to be followed by the mayor, 
merchants, etc., at Liverpool " and the officers of the Quynes 
Majesties custome howse" in connection with clearances or
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cockets. It is curious that this lengthy document omits any 
reference to the Chester collector or his subordinates. The 
Town Books, as so far printed, do not refer to subsequent con 
troversy or orders concerning Liverpool's royal customs, and a 
search of the unpublished volumes is at present not permissible, 
but some light is thrown upon these matters by documents 
contained among the State Papers and other collections of the 
seventeenth century.

| A petition from William Singleton, " Customer of Chester and 
Liverpool," was submitted in 1622, in which he prayed that, 
being a resident in Chester, his deputy at Liverpool may not be 
censured for inability lawfully to administer the required oaths 
to those who " wish to pass the seas." During the Common 
wealth years, some changes in the collection occurred, for there 
is an entry in the Treasury records dated 24 April, 1649, con" 
cerning a warrant issued by the Navy Committee to the Customs 
Commissioners authorising payment of £18 153. od. to Captain 
Hugh Hindley for the rent of a room at Liverpool used as a 
Custom house " by the Collector of Liverpool." It was not until 
the middle of the century had passed, however, that Liverpool 
became a sturdy rival to Chester and that the inconvenience or 
impracticability of control from the latter port became 
pronounced. Baines refers to " an angry feud " between the 
two ports as to which was the superior. " The quarrel," he 
wrote, " continued for upwards of a century, and was only put 
to an end in the year 1660." He then reproduces the following 
order from the Commissioners in London : 

Custom-house, London, 12 December, 1660.
After our hearty commendations, having by a former letter taken 

notice of the differences and disputes arisen betwixt some officers and 
other interested persons, within the port of West Chester and the town 
of Liverpool, concerning the bounds and limits of each port and place, 
and having declared our opinion and knowledge that Liverpool, however 
it may be accustomed a member of West Chester, yet in the execution 
of all custom affairs hath ever been distinct and absolute of itself, and that 
the whole river of Mersey, and the shores on both sides, was and ought 
to be under the care, privilege, and inspection of the officers of his Majesty's 
customs at Liverpool ; but finding our letters either misunderstood or 
not regarded, and the same dispute and worse troubles prosecuted and 
fomented, as well against the merchants as officers there, which is a very 
great prejudice to his Majesty's service, we are again necessitated, for the 

E
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prevention of further inconvenience, to order and desire that what ship's 
goods or merchandize soever shall be exported or imported from or into 
the River Mersey, on either side the shore, beginning on the Worral side, 
at a place called the Red Stones, and not further Southwards, be entered 
and accounted for at the custom-house at Liverpool, and to the officers 
there, without any your let or hindrance ; and hereunto we do expect 
your ready compliance with, the quiet and welfare of his Majesty's service 
being very much concerned therein ; and so we rest your very loving 
friends, Nicholas Crisp, John Shaw, John Harris, John Wostenholme, 
John Jacob. To the Customs Collector, and all his Majesty's officers 
in the port of West Chester.

Although the controversy regarding the boundary of the port 
was thus ended by a simple order or letter, the difficulties 
experienced by Liverpool customs officers while under official 
domination from Chester continued until eventual fiscal separation 
was achieved.

On 14 September, 1665, a n^t was issued authorising James 
Vernon to be customer at Chester " void by Mr. Smith's death " 
and, according to the Moore Deeds, he was appointed on 
25 November, 1665, to be " Collector of the Customs at the port 
of Chester, Beaumaris and Liverpool." Vernon's name was 
destined to appear frequently in local affairs and, together with 
that of Oliver Lyme, surveyor of Chester port, is shewn in a 
document preserved in the Moore collection of deeds purporting 
to be a list of the Customs officials at the port of Liverpool " with 
reasons against sume of them." That a collector or deputy 
collector was established at Liverpool is affirmed by an entry 
in the Treasury Books, 26 July, 1670, which mentions " Thomas 
Weaver, late collector of customs at Liverpool."   This title appears 
to have been used rather loosely, for ten years later James Vernon 
is mentioned as the collector of Liverpool while holding the 
office of comptroller at Chester. By April, 1682, Vernon had 
been " demoted ", for the Lords of the Treasury then wrote to 
the Commissioners of Customs : "As the King is at an extra 
ordinary charge in managing the collection at Liverpool port by 
Mr. Osborne during the suspension of Mr. Vernon, the Collector 
of Chester, who officiated as Collector at Liverpool, you can 
restore Vernon to the said collection or present another collector." 
That Vernon actually officiated at Liverpool is confirmed by his 
reference of 20 September, 1682, when writing to Secretary
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Jenkins, and signing as customs collector at Liverpool: "I 
having more than ordinary occasion to attend affairs in the 
Customs howse here, was not at Wallasey the day of the race "  
a reference to the Duke of Monmouth's visit to Liverpool and 
the Wirral. Reasons for the suspension of Vernon may be 
gathered from the fact that a royal warrant was issued on 
18 October pardoning " Oliver Lyme, comptroller of Chester 
port, James Vernon, Customer of Chester Port, and Collector of 
Liverpool port, and Henry Colchester of London port, of all 
misdemeanours, crimes and offences by them in their respective 
offices heretofore committed against the Acts of Tunnage and 
Poundage and the Acts of Fraud or any other Acts relating to 
Customs." Thus, there exists some considerable evidence of the 
status of a customs collector at Liverpool some years before the 
first date shewn on the list of collectors set out by Brooke in 
Liverpool during the Last Quarter of the i8th Century.

Meanwhile, seaborne trade from the Mersey had expanded. 
In 1660, William Blundell, the Crosby cavalier, wrote : " The 
buildings and people of Leverpoole, our next post town, are 
certainly more than doubly augmented and the customs eight 
or tenfold increased within twenty-eight years last past." On 
17 January, 1680, the Treasury deemed it necessary to authorise 
appointment of an additional land-waiter at Liverpool " owing 
to the great augmentation of trade, and the trouble of the officers 
there by the importation of Irish cattle and increase of trade in 
general." The business of the little port so increased that in 
January, 1685-6, its burgesses were constrained to address a 
petition (not hitherto noticed by local historians) to the Com 
missioners of Customs or the Treasury shewing that the customs 
had increased " since 1669 from £1875 in a year to £14,850, and 
we reasonably hope for the proportionable increase if we are 
saved the great losses to the damage of £2000 in one morning 
for want of a pier to shelter from the North West winds do not 
divert the attention of many merchants, and if we are able to 
bear the charge of erecting a pier which will cost at least £8000. 
It should have been able ere this but since the want of it from 
our extreme poverty may make a diversion of this flourishing 
trade." The foregoing is probably the genesis of the first Liver 
pool dock project, finally authorised by the Act of 1708. It
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may well be that a new dock or pier was commenced ten 
years before the Act, as the following excerpt from Gore's Liverpool 
Advertiser of 7 September, 1826, indicated : " The Old Dock was 
cleared on Thursday. It was opened in form on 8th June, 1699, 
but the Act was not obtained until July, 1708, and therefore 
may be considered 117 years old."

That Liverpool port was considered by the Commissioners 
as highly important in 1686 is revealed by documents pertaining 
to the transmission of Customs funds to the Treasury. On 
23 July, Lord Rochester instructed Lord Craven to appoint a 
convoy to bring to London the considerable sum of the King's 
money in the hands of James Vernon at Liverpool, and the 
commissioners were urged to inquire into the condition of the 
port " as Treasurer Rochester is concerned at the backwardness 
of monies there." That this money was duly collected is con 
firmed by an order to the Customs cashier in London " to pay 
to the soldiers that guarded money from Liverpool the allowances 
in such cases." A second order instructs the cashier to stop 
out of the allowances £31 los. od. " paid to the said soldiers by 
the Collector of Liverpool." A quaint sidelight on the dual 
vocations of officials at that period is contained in the Town 
Books, which include an entry of 22 October, 1682, admitting 
as a freeman one, George Tarvin, " waiter in the Customs house " 
as free to make use of his looms for making silk gloves and 
stockings " during the pleasure of the Council."

Robert Piggot, who made a survey of the port on behalf of the 
commissioners, reported on 21 November, 1687, that " trade 
from the Plantations is very much increased," and in the following 
year the Treasury authorised James Vernon, collector at Liverpool, 
to have £20 added to his salary as and from 28 September, 1687, 
to enable him to keep a clerk " in regard of great increase of trade." 
These entries thus determine the date or decade of the com 
mercial expansion which caused Liverpool to emerge from the 
status of a mere creek of Chester into that of a first-class port, 
and also affords ample evidence of the name of the first firmly- 
appointed collector of customs. An indication of the area 
covered by the collection and the number of officers employed 
can be gained from the following list of customs officers for the 
years 1689-1690 : 
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LIVERPOOL PORT 
Thomas Warburton, deputy to the Controller, with the clerk's profit and

£20 from the King. 
James Strangewaise, surveyor, £60 p.a. 
George Sharpless, surveyor, £40 and £10 additional. 
Richard Gardner, landwaiter, £20 and 20 additional. 
James Wixall, tide-surveyor, £20 p.a. 
Samuel Runsheon, Thomas Bradley, William Glegg, James Strangevvaise,

John Proctor, Robert Green, William Pope, William Stokes, Thomas
Coward, all tidesmen at £10 p.a. and £10 additional each. 

John Parker and Tho. Bushell, boatman and tidesman /io p.a. and £10
additional.

MEOLLS (LIVERPOOL PORT) 
Edward Hesketh, waiter and searcher, ^15 p.a. and ^5 additional. :

SANKEY BRIDGE (LIVERPOOL PORT) 
Wm. Ogle, surveyor, £10 p.a. and £10 additional.

FRODSHAM (LIVERPOOL PORT) 
John Dutton, surveyor, waiter and searcher, £5 p.a. and £15 additional.

HILBRE AND HOYLAKE (LIVERPOOL recte
CHESTER PORT)

Robert Ansdell, boatman, removed from Chester to this port, /io p.a. 
and £10 additional.

Brooke, in the Last Quarter of the i8th Century, names Edward 
Scarborough as the port's first collector, dating the appointment 
as 1698. This is incorrect. James Vernon, who may be safely 
recorded as the first to hold the distinctive office, died in 1688. 
There were several candidates for the office. On 6 November, 
in that year, one Molyneux wrote to the Commissioners suggesting 
that Liverpool should be put into the hands of himself as collector, 
and that the Customer of Chester should allow £50 to him. 
Three months later, Robert Mercer, a Liverpool merchant, 
applied for " the place of customer and collector vacant by the 
death of James Vernon, but since granted to Mr. Molyneux, a 
Papist who is incapable of executing same." No official evidence 
of Molyneux holding the office is forthcoming, and there exists 
a complaint dated a month later concerning his appointment 
as " Customer of Liverpool, for which several persons are 
applying." However, on 22 July, 1689, nine years before the 
date given by Brooke, Edward Scarborough was appointed
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collector at Liverpool " loco James Vernon deceased, at £50 per 
annum fees and £50 per annum from the King." The date on 
which he actually commenced duty is not clear, for there is an 
entry in the Treasury Books dated 15 November, 1689, by one 
John Hodgson as " collector of Liverpool," but this may have 
been a deputy acting until Scarborough's arrival at the port. 
Another candidate for the office was Nicholas Starkie who 
(Kenyon MSS.) wrote to Roger Kenyon on 10 February, 1688-9, 
concerning his appointment as " Customer for Liverpool, for 
which office several persons are applying."

At this juncture, Liverpool's Customs affairs were disturbed 
by the attitude of a remarkable personality in the shape of 
Oliver Lyme. On 14 April, 1690, the Lords of the Treasury 
instructed the Commissioners of Customs not to pay any salary 
to Oliver Lyme " comptroller of Chester Port, till he comply 
with you to continue Mr. Warburton as his deputy at Liverpool 
port." Thus, the Mersey " creek " was, as yet, not quite clear 
from Chester domination. Three months later, the Commissioners 
found it necessary to put before the Treasury " the difficulties 
they had met with from the Patent Officers who refused to comply 
with the arrangement that had been made to render them more 
useful; and laying before their Lordships more particularly the 
case of Oliver Lyme, comptroller of the port of Chester and 
members who, in 1681, had been detected of divers frauds and 
misdemeanours committed in the port of Liverpool, a member 
of the port of Chester, but who found means to obtain a pardon." 
It was, however, found convenient to order him to remove to 
Chester, being the head port, and to allow him £20 per annum 
out of the profits for a deputy to be allowed to remain at Liverpool, 
provided he did not interfere with the management of the office 
there, but lately he had withheld from Mr. Thomas Warburton, 
the appointed deputy, the £20 a year and the clerk's profits; 
and had hindered him in the execution of his duty under the 
pretence of executing the office in person or appointing his own 
deputy. The presentment asked their Lordships to consider 
the case, " as the management of the office would be materially 
affected by the case acting as an example with the other Patent 
Officers and would render the Commissioners unable to manage 
upon the present establishment; further, that their Lordships
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would lay their hands on his salary by expansion or otherwise to 
comply with the establishment."

The petition was considered, and Sir George Treby, whose 
opinion was sought, reported that they could suspend Lyme. 
Both report and petition are minuted : " The Commissioners to 
give order to the Cashier that his salary be stop'd till further 
orders." But Lyme's recalcitrancy continued, vide a presentment 
dated 12 September, 1690, in which the Commissioners com 
plained of continued interruptions in carrying on the King's 
service " by Mr. Oliver Lyme, the comptroller at Liverpool " 
and sending a copy of a letter from Thomas Warburton, " the 
person appointed by their Lordships to be his deputy, com 
plaining of the withholding of his maintenance, and obstruction 
in his duty ; and that Mr. Lyme had carried home the seal of 
office and there, contrary to all rule and practice, sealed the 
public despatches, which ought to be done in open custom house." 
The presentment also reminded the Treasury of a previous 
application and prayed " for the suspension of Mr. Lyme or 
otherwise, as their Lordships should be advised." This document 
is minuted : " Respite until Mr. Lyme come up." There is 
something quaintly burlesque in the picture of Lyme taking his 
seals of the Liverpool Custom house to his residence at Prescot. 
The obstructive official, however, apparently had influence 
somewhere in high places, for he was not suspended as a result 
of this presentment, and the Commissioners were instructed, 
on 14 November, 1690, to appoint another person in the place 
of Thomas Warburton as deputy to " Oliver Lyme, comptroller 
of Chester ; the said Lyme being desirous of returning to his 
charge and being willing to pay £4 a year to a new deputy in 
lieu of that which is said to be clerk's fees. Warburton is hereby 
to be sent to some other person ; and Lyme is to pay said £4 
per annum over and above the £20 per annum formerly settled 
to be also paid to him (said deputy) and he (Lyme) may live at 
Liverpool so as he do not interfere in the office to the prejudice 
of the service." Eleven days later, a further presentment was 
put forward by the Commissioners in reply to a petition by 
Lyme praying for appointment of another deputy. Lyme had 
alleged that Warburton and other officers of the Liverpool port 
were under accusations for misdemeanour. The Commissioners
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deemed it necessary that matters should rest as they were until 
full examination of the case was over, reiterating that " the 
residence of Mr. Lyme at Liverpool and his intermeddling with 
the business was very inconvenient and dangerous to the 
service." They moved that he be forbidden to interfere, to 
which the Treasury agreed. There is no evidence as to the 
result of the examination above-mentioned, but Lyme's stubborn 
ness is reflected by his presentment of the petition alleging fraud 
by the Liverpool officers.

Warburton thus continued as his deputy, until three months 
later, when the Commissioners were again compelled to approach 
the Treasury regarding " the dispute between Mr. Oliver Lyme, 
controller of the customs at the port of Chester, and Mr. War- 
burton who acted as his deputy at the port of Liverpool." They 
moved that Lyme be immediately suspended from office and 
that " the Solicitor should sue out a process for vacating his 
patent." This presentment, dated 13 March, 1690-1, is minuted : 
" Agreed to." Seven days later a Treasury warrant was issued 
authorising the Commissioners " to suspend Oliver Lyme, 
comptroller at Chester port, and to direct the Customs solicitor 
to sue forth such process as may vacate his, the said Lyme's 
patent, all by reason that he continues disobedient to the order 
peremptorily forbidding him to intermeddle in the business of 
Mr. Warburton, his deputy at Liverpool, as was signified to the 
said Lyme on Jan. 29 last by the said Commissioners." On 
7 August, 1691, a caveat was entered on behalf of Lyme, but 
without much avail, for on 10 February, 1691-2, there is recorded 
a Treasury fiat for royal letters patent to constitute James 
Varens and John Taylour, gents., as comptrollers of Chester 
" locis Oliver Lyme and Thomas Lyme surrendered." Thence 
forward no further mention of Lyme appears in Customs records 
as printed.

There is not much evidence of Lyme's career in Liverpool. 
Baptised at Prescot Parish Church on 30 September, 1636, he 
was the son of William Lyme of Prescot and Isabel . . . his 
wife. They were a local family, William's father, Oliver Lyme, 
and his grandfather William, having been mercers at Prescot, 
the last-named settling there during Elizabeth's reign. In 
1629, a large house, known up to modern times as Lyme House,
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was erected on the south side of Eccleston Street, Prescot, 
probably the house of six hearths occupied in 1662 by " Isabell 
Lyme, widow." To-day, the site is covered by the Lyme House 
Cinema. William, father of Oliver Lyme, died about 1650, and 
the house became settled upon the widow Isabel until her death 
in 1666, when Oliver became the possessor, his elder brother 
having died in 1662. Two years later, Oliver settled the house 
on himself and his wife Elizabeth, who was buried at Liverpool 
on 2 December, 1686. The entry : " Mr. Oliver Lyme, gentle 
man " in the parish register is proof that he had prospered.

He served as mayor of Liverpool in 1685, and became a justice 
of the peace in 1686. A year later, Lyme incurred displeasure 
in high circles for opposing the revision of Liverpool's charter, 
and was dismissed from his office of deputy-mayor by the King's 
command, being reinstated at the revolution of 1688. On 
14 January, 1689, and again on 14 July, 1690, he was presented 
at Liverpool for refusing to take the oath when required, and 
again on 28 October for " not sending or coming to the High 
ways." He seems to have withdrawn from Liverpool affairs 
before 1700, by which time, according to local records, he had 
obtained the rank of " Esquire," and spent the remainder of his 
life at Prescot. His native town appointed him one of the 
" Four Men " responsible to the Court Leet for many duties. 
He died in his 8oth year, and was buried at Prescot church on 
30 July, 1716. Lyme enjoyed the friendship or acquaintance of 
Nicholas Blundell, the diarist, who records visits paid to him at 
Prescot, and from whom we learn that the old man suffered 
from a complaint of the eyes. He is still remembered at Prescot 
as the founder of the Oliver Lyme Charity, for the building and 
maintaining of almshouses. In 1707, he assigned for that purpose 
a sum of £500 owed to him by Jonathan Case, and the building 
commenced in 1708 on land granted by Case from the waste of 
the manor of Whiston. The original almshouses survived until 
the present time, but are now being demolished for building 
elsewhere. Lyme died childless.

To return to Liverpool's customs affairs, Edward Scarborough's 
life as collector did not prove a bed of roses, and as early as 
21 January, 1691-2, his wife, Ann, was constrained to petition 
the Commissioners against the projected removal of her husband
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to be collector at Bideford, which points to his desire for a change. 
Nevertheless, the trade of Liverpool port increased greatly during 
his tenure of office, and the growth of the Mersey's tobacco trade 
at that period is evidenced by his request to London, on 21 April, 
1696, for additional salary in respect of himself and clerks " owing 
to importations of Tobacco." A year later, he was compelled to 
answer a memorial put forward by one, Richard Usick, who 
prayed to be put into Scarborough's place, stating that a grant 
of the collection had been made to him in 1694. Usick urged 
that Scarborough's account should be investigated and that 
the damage received by His Majesty through the marrying of 
Scarborough's daughter to a " considerable merchant of that 
port " might be inquired into. Scarborough's reply, dated 
25 December, 1697, assured their Lordships that Usick's charges 
were groundless and his suggestions malicious. I have not been 
successful in tracing the name of the Liverpool merchant whom 
Scarborough's daughter is considered to have married, but his 
close relations with Liverpool traders are apparent throughout 
all contemporary local records.

In December, 1702, John Colquitt, surveyor of Customs at 
Liverpool, died. That he also was esteemed by the merchants 
is evinced in Sir Thomas Johnson's letter to Richard Norris. 
" I am truly concerned for Mr. Colquitts family, but Mr. Manley 
and Mr. Walker (high Customs officers in London) will take care 
of his son. You may be sure that what we can further will not 
be found wanting." The son undoubtedly owed his early Customs 
career to Johnson, and later became the first Colquitt to hold the 
office of Collector at Liverpool. The surveyor Colquitt who died 
in 1702 may have been that John Colquitt (or his son) who was 
surveyor of Hull, the subject of a complaint, in 1662, that he had 
formerly served " Oliver and the Rump." The surveyor vacancy 
at Liverpool, however, was kept open until 1703, for there is an 
application from John Digby requesting appointment in place of 
the deceased " John Calcutt," his (Digby's) family " having 
been great sufferers for the Crown."

The story of Scarborough and the tobacco frauds, based upon 
a few letters contained among the Norris Papers, is given by 
Picton and other writers, but there is the possibility that it is 
highly coloured and the quaint correspondence of that period
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erroneously interpreted. With the advent of more propitious 
times, a search of the Custom house correspondence books may 
put this episode in its true perspective. Johnson, in his letters 
to Morris in 1705, mentions the proceedings instituted against 
Scarborough, the latter's death, during this inquiry, and Johnson's 
presence at the funeral, subsequent to the opening of Scarborough's 
coffin to enable the London representatives of the Customs 
Commissioners to identify the deceased. The result of the 
enquiry was a presentment by the Commissioners dated 
15 February, 1705-6, to the Lord High Treasurer, pointing out 
the considerable frauds committed " at the port of Liverpool 
by Edward Scarborough late collector, John Colquitt late surveyor, 
and Marmaduke Dean, late controller." Scarborough was 
officially dismissed, and there is a petition from one Anthony 
Isaacson, seeking the collectorship of Liverpool " on the dismissal 
of Edward Scarborough." Brooke shews Luke Singleton as 
collector in 1705, but I have not traced his official appointment. 
In fact, Scarborough's office remained vacant for several months, 
and on 18 May, 1706, the Commissioners applied to the Treasury 
for permission to appoint Sir Barnabas Scudamore as collector of 
Liverpool in the place of " Edward Scarborough detected of 
notorious frauds and since deceased." On i June, 1706, Scuda 
more set out from London to take up duties here. Brooke 
erroneously gives the date of his appointment as 1707. His 
tenure of office, however, lasted only two years, and the cause 
of his relinquishing it is not clear, unless the following reference 
in a Commissioners' report a few years later can be accepted : 
'' a petition from Sir Barnabas Scudamore concerning his account 
as late collector at Liverpool, he having been discharged from 
his office by the Commissioners and an arrear being due from 
him." The Commissioners stated that his security could not be 
discharged. The report is minuted : " Agreed."

Thus, in brief, is the record of the earliest collectors at the 
Mersey port. Officially, Edward Scarborough is regarded as 
the first holder of the office, but for all practical purposes James 
Vernon might be considered as the pioneer, despite the fact that 
during his term the port was nominally " a creek of Chester port." 
The period covered by the foregoing pages is that during which 
Liverpool emerged as a really important sea-port, reaching the
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dimensions which soon necessitated the construction of a wet 
dock, the first of its kind in the world, with the exception of a 
much cruder affair at Rotherhithe1 . With subsequent greater 
mercantile expansion has come a long line of collectors, from the 
days of Nathaniel Smith and the Colquitts, father and son, down 
to our own day, when the Mersey stands out, in a time of 
national emergency, as the greatest of the British out-ports.

For the consideration of those interested in genealogy, I append 
the following extracts from some of the contemporary State 
Papers : 

18 March 1698

26 June 1698

2 March 1703
30 Aug. 1703

18 Aug. 1703

17 July 1703

2 Feb. 1703

14 May 1703

29 Oct. 1703

17 Sept. 1700

17 June 1700

Robert Whittle appointed tidesman loco Jno 
Rowlatt, deceased.

Wm. Boats appointed tidesman loco Samuel 
Runkhorn.

John Jones appointed landwaiter.-
Robert Clarke, patent waiter, to be riding 

surveyor vice Richard Marsh preferred to 
riding surveyor, Norfolk.

Petition of Liverpool inhabitants shewing 
Richard Nash being suspended from being 
riding surveyor there for not taking the 
oath of William and Mary, etc., and praying 
that he will not be restored, as he has been 
guilty of great abuses.

Fiat for royal warrant to appoint John Waring 
junior as searcher in Chester, Beaumaris and 
Liverpool loco John Waring senior, now 
suspended.

Maurice Bowers petitions to be tide-surveyor 
at Liverpool.

John Frankland preferred elsewhere from tide- 
surveyor at Liverpool.

Recommends Sherwin Bainbrig to be tide- 
surveyor loco Mr. Bowen deceased.

Francis Medcalfe appointed landwaiter loco 
Joseph Bentley, preferred.

Thos. Adshaw appointed boatman loco John 
Tailor, deceased.
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9 March 1681

4 April 1682

9 May 1681

4 April 1682

13 April 1682

22 May 1682
23 June 1682
25 July 1682

3 June 1683

3 June 1683

28 June 1684

5 March 1688
19 Deer. 1687
22 Oct. 1687

6 Deer. 1686

13 Aug. 1686
25 Feb. 1886

24 April 1700

30 Sept. 1701

31 Octr. 1701

James Strangeways, riding surveyor for the
coast of Cheshire appointed at £60 p.a. 

John Done, waiter at Neston, to be waiter at
Liverpool loco Christopher Evans, dismissed. 

Dudley Hammond vice Ralphy Middleton,
waiter. 

Jno Nott to be waiter and searcher vice Edward
Morecroft, dismissed. 

John Houghton, surveyor, loco Jno Hesketh,
dismissed.

John Blount to be third additional waiter. 
George Jannicke to be waiter loco John Done. 
George Sharpies appointed surveyor loco John

Houghton, preferred. 
Thomas Holt appointed waiter and searcher

vice G. Jannicke, retired. 
William Ogle, surveyor, waiter and searcher at

Sankey Bridge appointed loco Edward Ogle,
deceased. 

John Proctor, tide waiter, loco John Sherwin,
dismissed.

John Webb appointed tidesman. 
Thomas Coward appointed tidesman. 
Robert Green appointed tidesman loco Wm.

Turner, deceased. 
George Tarvin appointed tidesman loco Joseph

Sheere.
Mentions William Glegg, late boatman. 
Peter Stringer appointed waiter loco Thomas

Holt dismissed.
Richard Gardner appointed loco Dudley Ham 

mond. 
Richard Nash appointed landwaiter loco Richard

Gardner. 
William Rushton appointed tidesman loco

Theophilus Johnes dismissed. 
William Bennett and Thomas Houghton

appointed tidesman loco David Meredith and
William Oagle dismissed.
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26 Feb. 1702 Petition of John Digby to Lord High Treasurer 
praying to be appointed Surveyor of Customs 
for Liverpool vacant by death of Mr. John 
Calcut (Colquitt) his family having been 
great sufferers for the Crown.

NOTE ON THE KING'S HULK AT LIVERPOOL 
On 21 December, 1737, the Lords of the Treasury issued a warrant to 

the Commissioners of Customs for placing on the establishment of the 
Customs a sloop at Liverpool to guard that coast from the Isle of Man. 
This was probably the craft referred to as " the King's Hulk," mentioned 
as under in the Liverpool Poll Book of 1734 : 

Captain Phil. Steers, in the King's Hulk.
William Fleming, ,,   ,,
Henry Smith, in the Hulk at the Black Rock.

An entry in the Treasury Books, dated 10 December, 1736, gives authority 
for Philip Steers " commander of the sloop at Liverpool to be super 
annuated."

In his memoir of Thomas Steers, the engineer who constructed Liver 
pool's first dock, Henry Peet does not mention a Philip Steers. It is 
coincident, however, that Captain Philip Steers should be an official at 
Liverpool contemporary with Thomas Steers, and also that the latter's 
second son should be baptised " Philip Mell Steers." It would be reason 
able to assume that Captain Philip was a brother of the dock engineer, 
unless he was superannuated at a very early age owing to accident or 
injury, in which event the captain could very well have been Philip Mell 
Steers, born in 1701, who was described, in 1730, as a mariner, of Liverpool.
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