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Other publications were : 
Empire and Democracy 1837-1913. (1914).
Thomas Raffles of Liverpool. Reprinted from the Transactions of the 

Congregational Historical Society. (1924).
History of the British People 1815-1914. (1925).
Huskisson and Liverpool. (1929).
The Struggle for the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. (1930).
" William Huskisson and the Controverted Elections at Liskeard in 

1802 and 1804 " (In Royal Historical Transactions, Ser. 4, .v 13). (1930).
"The Early English Radicals." (In Social and Political Ideas of the 

Revolutionary Era.} (1931).

STRAY NOTES.

THE INTERIORS OF Two OLD LIVERPOOL THEATRES. The two 
documents dealt with in this communication were discovered at 
the offices of the Liverpool Gas Company during a paper salvage 
" campaign " in 1942. They are schedules of the gas-lights installed 
at the Olympic Circus in Christian Street and the Theatre Royal in 
Williamson Square, and are respectively dated 8 December, 1817,' 
and 24 July, 1824.

The parts of the theatres mentioned in the schedules are as follows.: r
OLYMPIC CIRCUS. l

Audience Fly Dressing Room 
Float2 . Gal. of Fly 
Stage Wardrobe . . ,: 
Box Saloon 3 Office 
Back of Stage Dressing room 
Under stage Stables 
Green room Box Lobby 
First dressing room Lobbys 
Small do. Property room 
Stair case Scene room 
Upper dressing room Street

1 Opened in 1789 as a " Circus, Repository and Livery Stables." It received the 
name "Olympic Circus" in 1805. In 1808 it "was altered and greatly improved" 
under the supervision of John Foster, Senior, the Borough Surveyor, who built the first 
Athemeum Newsroom (Broadbent, Annals of the Liverpool Stage).

After many vicissitudes under various names the Circus, as the Adelphi Picture 
Palace, was destroyed by fire on 12 April, 1921.

* An old name for footlights. For an amusing episode concerning the float gas-lights 
at this theatre, see Broadbent, p. 204.

* This apartment is almost certainly the " handsome ante-room or lounge " installed 
at the 1808 alterations (Billinge's Advertiser, 5 December, 1808).
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THEATRE ROYAL*
Footlights Lower Dressing Room Lobby
Wing Lights Upper Dressing Room Lobby
Boxes Gallery and Stairs
Lower Saloon Lower Box Stairs
Upper Saloon Lower Box Lobby
Green Room Upper Box Stairs
Mr. Lewis's Box2 Upper Box Lobby
Mr. Banks's Box2 Pit Lobby
Stage Fly Dressing Room
Cellar, Lobby, Auxiliarie Privy

and Music Room Dram Shop Upper Saloon3
Stage Lobby Lamps
Scene Room Chandelier4
Flys and Chandelier Light Stage Lobby Dressing Rooms

	S. A. H.
(

ARTICLES, NOTES, ETC., BY THE LATE RONALD STEWART-BROWN.  
Prof. J. A,. Twemlow writes: " In September 1941 I received from 
Mrs. R. Stewart-Brown a large trunk containing a large number of 
miscellaneous notes, etc., with a request that I should examine them, 
suppress what was without value, and preserve the rest. I did so, 
arranged the matters in more or less order, and suggested that the 
papers should be presented to the Liverpool Public Library. On 
10 May, 1942, Mrs. R. S-B. came to see me, and agreed with my 
suggestion. She also agreed with my suggestion that the paper on 
the Wellington Club should be reserved, with a view to its publication 
as a book when the time should be favourable. She expressed her 
willingness to pay the cost of printing, etc."

The following is a list of the papers, etc., which were accordingly 
handed over to the Public Librarian, Mr. J. F. Smith : 

Chester Writs of Quo Warranto, 1499 (*wo parcels)
The Brettargh Family and a block showing the Brettargh Stones
The Bunnell Family

1 This was the second Theatre Royal in Williamson Square. It was opened on 6 June, 
1803. The architect was John Foster, Senior. The earlier Theatre Royal was opened 
in 1772 and closed in 1802 (Broadbent, p. 52, et seq.).

' Thomas Denison Lewis, John Banks and Thomas Knight took over the lease of the 
Theatre Royal in 1817 for a term of nine years at a yearly rental of £1,700. Knight 
died 4 February, 1820.

' The inclusion of " Dram Shop " in the list is interesting in view of a clause in the 
lease agreement which provided that the lessees should " not permit, nor suffer any 
spirituous liquors to be sold in any part of the said theatre " (Broadbent, p. 131).

4 The schedule specified " 60 Batwing Burners" for this chandelier. Broadbent 
(p. 132) states that " a splendid new gas chandelier upon the most approved principles 
was installed when the theatre was re-decorated in the early part of 1818."
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Chester Stationers, etc.
Chester in the Charter Rolls
Nicholson's Views of Liverpool.
Liverpool Ships, etc., in the i8th Century
Childwall Cross
The Master Forester of Wirral
Early Mayors of Chester
The National Library of Wales
Map of Liverpool, 1807

The Wellington Club article and papers, which as stated above are 
reserved for publication, were also deposited with the Liverpool Public 
Library until after the war.

At the request of Mr. J. G. Edwards, Editor of the English Historical 
Review, a copy of Mr. Stewart-Brown's article on the Exchequer of 
Chester was sent to him for publication, 1 the original manuscript being 
then added to the collection in the Liverpool Public Library.

THE RULE OF THE ROAD. The following, extracted from the Order 
Books of Lancashire Quarter Sessions, appears to be the text of a 
notice intended to be published throughout the county.

" Preston, General Court of Quarter Sessions of the peace, holden 
by Adjournment on the 6th day of August, 1795.

Advertisement.
As great Inconveniences have arisen and many Accidents have 

happened both in the Streets and Highways, for want of some proper 
Regulations for the Driving of Carriages, it is recommended to the 
Owners of Carriages to give Directions to their Servants, and to all 
Coachmen, Postillions, Waggoners, Carters, etc., to observe the 
following Rule in Driving, viz., always to keep on the left side of the 
Street or Road.

How far Custom and Usage, founded upon Convenience and Safety, 
have established this into a law, will appear by the following 
Determination.

At the Sittings before Judge Nares, at Guildhall, an Action was 
brought by Mr. Robert Taylor, against the Owner of one of the 
Colchester Stages, to Recover Damage from Injury done him by their 
Coachman, who Drove against his Horse, near Stratford, by which 
the Horse was thrown down, and Mr. Taylor's legs run over, by the 
Hind Wheel of the Coach.

" The Witness proved, that the Accident happened in Consequence
1 It was published in E. H. S., Vol. 57 (1942).
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 of the Coachman's driving furiously along the Middle of the Road. 
Mr. Andree, the Surgeon Deposed that Mr. Taylor's Right leg was 
broken in two places, was also much bruised and wounded, and that 
the other leg was greatly hurt by the ;Wheel passing over it.

" The Judge Informed the Jury, that the Law was Clear in making 
the Owners of Stage Coaches accountable for the Misconduct of their 
Coachmen, and told them to find a Verdict for the Plaintiff, if it 
appeared from the Evidence, that the Coach was not On the left side 
of the Road for if so, the Accident had happened in Consequence of 
that Misconduct. ......

The Jury retired for about ten Minutes and brought in a Verdict 
for the plaintiff, with One hundred and fifty pounds Damage.

Since the above Determination, there has been another of a 
Similar Nature, in the Court of King's Bench, before Lord Chief 
Justice Mansfield.

Any Certain fixed Rule in Driving, would tend much to the Safety 
and Convenience of passengers, and prevent Delays upon the Road, 
but the particular advantages accruing to all Drivers by keeping 
upon the left side of the Road, are too Obvious to stand in Need of 
any Comments. ' ' '

This Court approves and Recommends the above Regulation to the 
Inhabitants of the County of Lancaster in general.

The Court thinks it highly requisite that the Magistrates should 
enforce the penalties against persons riding upon their Carts, being 
at a Distance from them, or otherwise Misbehaving.
-....:. By Order of Court,

[blank] 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace for Lancashire.

N.B. By keeping on the left side of the Street or Road, is meant, 
that every Driver shall keep his left Hand next to the Wall or Fence."

R. S. F.

FRIENDLY SOCIETY FESTIVITIES, 1798. The following is from the 
Order Books of Lancashire Quarter Sessions : 

" Lancashire, at an Adjournment of the Epiphany Sessions, held at 
Wigan, January I5th, 1798. It was represented to the Court that it 
is become a practice in West Derby Hundred to have Music and 
Dancing at the Houses where the Anniversaries of the Friendly Societies 
are held, and that the Intention of these Societies is so directly contrary 
to such a practice, the day being begun by Attendance at Church and 
ought to be continued only in Chearfulness, Moderation and Sobriety. 
The Court requests the Assistance of the absent Magistrates in
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restraining this practice by refusing Licences to those Innkeepers who 
hereafter continue it, considering the Evening Meetings on such 
Occasions as tending to destroy the usefulness of these Institutions.

By Order of Court,

JAS. TAYLOR, 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 

Inserted twice in the Liverpool papers."
R. S. F.

OVERSANDS GUIDE. The Westmorland Gazette of 7 August, 1943 
records : " Mr. John Burrow of Guide's Farm, Grange, one of the 
best known people in the district owing to his occupation as Guide 
over the sands of Morecambe Bay, was interred at Allithwaite on 
Sunday afternoon." Mr. Burrow was appointed .as guide in 1919, 
and in May, 1937, he broadcast a talk on " Morecambe Bay and the 
road over the Sands." His son, Mr. J. R. D. Burrow, was appointed 
as his successor.

E. C. W.

EVERTON BEACON, 1709. From the Order Book of Lancashire 
Quarter Sessions : 

" The beacon (specular) in Evert on called Evert on Beacon is in 
great decay for want of repair, and the inhabitants of the Hundred 
of Westderby ought to repair the same."

R. S. F.


