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The motto means " The welfare of the people is the highest 
law ". This motto, without the verb, is used by a number of 
local authorities, including Lytham St. Annes, Tonbridge, Tipton 
and Willenhall.

This is the second coat of arms to be granted to a Lancashire 
U.D.C. in recent years. The first was granted to Denton in 1936. 
Arms were also granted to Prestwich, Farnworth, Stretford, 
Swinton and Pendlebury, Radcliffe and Crosby, but only in 
anticipation of their immediate incorporation.

H. ELLIS TOMLINSON.

FREDERICK ODO BLUNDELL, O.S.B., F.S.A.(Scot.)

FATHER BLUNDELL, who died at Fort Augustus Monastery 
on 6 February, 1943, was born at Crook Hall, Lancashire, 
in 1868. The son of John Blundell, he belonged to the well- 
known family of Blundell of Crosby Hall.

He became a Benedictine monk attached to Fort Augustus 
Monastery. During the war of 1914-19, he was a chaplain with 
the Grand Fleet, and served with the present King in H.M.S. 
Collingwood. In 1921 he was appointed Roman Catholic Port 
Chaplain of Liverpool, where he did great work among Catholic 
seamen, founding the Apostleship of the Sea in 1922.

Belonging as he did to a family closely bound up with Catholic 
history in this neighbourhood, it is natural that his antiquarian 
interests were directed to that subject, and he became a notable 
figure in the Catholic community of the district for his researches 
into the past history of Catholicism in Lancashire. His Old 
Catholic Lancashire, published in three volumes between 1925 
and 1931, is a standard work on the subject.

He joined the Historic Society on his first coming to Liverpool 
in 1921, and continued a member until his death, being elected 
to the Council in 1927.

In addition to the works listed below, he transcribed the 
Lancashire and Irish deeds, I3th to i6th centuries, preserved at
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Crosby Hall. A copy of these transcriptions is in the Liverpool 
Public Library.

PUBLICATIONS :  
Ancient Catholic Homes of Scotland.
Broughton Catholic Society (1787-1920). Preston, 1923. 
The Catholic Highlands of Scotland. 2 v. 1909-17. 
Kilcumein and Fort Augustus. 
Old Catholic Lancashire. 3 v. 1925-31.

PAPERS READ TO THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE 
AND CHESHIRE : 

1922. " Were there Crannogs in Martin Mere ? " Printed in
v. 75, 203.

1924. " Old-time Lancashire chalices." Printed in v. 76, 115. 
J 935- " The Molyneux deeds at Croxteth Hall, 1115 to 1600 : a

summary." 
1936. " A deposition of Title Deeds with the Abbot of Whalley,

1522." (Hesketh deeds, No. 33.)

' JAMES HOULT, F.R.Hist.S., F.S.A. (Scot.), F.R.S.A. (Ireland). 
Died 17 March, 1943, in his ygth year.

MR. HOULT was a member of the Historic Society for two 
periods, from 1911 to 1919, and from 1924 to 1929.

He was the son of James Hoult, provision dealer, of Prescot 
Road, Old Swan, and grandson of James Hoult, proprietor of 
the Old Swan Inn and Posting House. Mr. Hoult succeeded his 
father in the provision business : his extensive premises, situated 
at the corner of Prescot Road and St. Oswald Street, were a 
local landmark under the popular name of Hoult's Corner. 
They have lately been rebuilt under one of the Corporation 
housing schemes.

Outside his business, Mr. Hoult's main interests were anti­ 
quarian, and he possessed an unrivalled knowledge of Old Swan 
and neighbourhood, much of which he embodied in his West 
Derby, Old Swan and Wavertree : historical and topographical, 
published in 1913. Local historians owe him a debt of gratitude
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for putting into this permanent form a record of these rapidly 
changing districts. He contributed many antiquarian articles 
and letters to the local press, and frequently lectured on local 
history. During the war of 1914-19, when American troops 
were stationed at Knotty Ash, he gave them several talks on 
this subject, and some years later was asked by the B.B.C. 
to give some broadcast talks.

The following is a list of books and articles by Mr. Hoult: 

INDEPENDENT WORKS.

West Derby and Old Swan : historical and topographical. Liverpool, 1911. 
West Derby, Old Swan and Wavertree : historical and topographical.

Illus. Liverpool, 1913. 
West Derby Hundred : early highways and byways. Illus. St. Helens,

1923. 
Lancashire local history : The Vill, Manor and Township of Knowsley.

Illus. Liverpool, 1930. 
Story of Stoneycroft. Illus. Liverpool, 1939.

PAPERS IN THE Transactions OF THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE
AND CHESHIRE.

1912. " Old Swan Charity School." Vol. 64, p. 255.
1920. " Travelling post." Vol. 72, p. 18.
1925. " Prescot watchmaking in the XVIII century." Vol. 77, p. 39.
1927. " Prescot in Tudor Times." Vol. 79, p. 112.

In addition Mr. Hoult read the following unpublished papers 
to the Society : 
1918. " Early highways and byways of the Hundred of West Derby."
1925. " Prescot during the Stuart period."
1927. " Clay pot and pipe makers of South-west Lancashire."
1928. " The market gardens of S.W. Lancashire in the i8th century."
1929. " Knowsley."

PROFESSOR G. S. VEITCH, M.A., Litt.D.

The loss to historical scholarship, both general and local, 
through the death of Dr. Veitch, which took place on 23rd June, 
1943, is a considerable one. Dr. Veitch was formerly a member 
of the Council of this Society and a contribution to these 
Transactions. It is hoped to include a more comprehensive 
memoir in the next volume.


