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COMMUNICATIONS.

i THE COUNTY RECORD OFFICE DURING 194r1.

IT is thought that it will be of interest if some account be given
of the progress that has been made during the past year in the
County Record Office at Preston, stating the acquisitions and
also extending the information given in Vol. 92 of these
Transactions.

Among the official archives of the Lancashire Court of Quarter
Sessions many valuable additions have been made which had not
been listed previously. Using the classification as shown in
Vol. 92 these may be set out as follows :—

A. The Court in Session and its Clerk.

Grants and Deputatlons of the Clerkship of the

Peace . . . . 3 . .. 1796 — 1858
Riot Papers 7 1829 — 1878
Formulary of the Clerk of the Peace w1th the

method of holding the Quarter Sessions in

Lancashire . C. 1740
Proceedings of the ]ustlces of the Peace at the

Sheriff’s Table at Lancaster . 5 .1628 & 1660 — 1690
Alehouse Recognizances . : : : . 1621 — 182I

B. Judicial Functions.

Estreats . . 1626 — 1760
Inquisition at Preston as to the Property of
Recusants . . s . ; L . 1680

C. Adwministrative Functions.

Cattle Plague Papers. s s : : . 1866 — 1868
Reformatory & Industrial Schools Committee

Minutes o p 5 4 . 1880 — 1888
Licensing Committee Mmutes : s . . from 1873
General Purposes Committee Minutes : . 1858 — 1878
Rate Basis Committee Minutes . . . . 1849 — 1888
Assessment Returns . : . . : . 1883
Rate Rolls ? 1822 — 1881

Returns by Overseers & Constables of the Amount
of the Poor Rate . . . : ! . 1800 — 1817
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Survey & Valuation of Newton-in-Makerfield 1754
Parliamentary Committee Minutes 1853
Highway Committee Minutes 1878
Contracts for Repair of Bridges, with plans —
Ribchester . 3 = 3 1775
Ribble 1779
Staley 1781
Lancaster . 1783
Contracts for upkeep of Brldgeu A 1740
Rainhill Asylum Deeds 1623
D. Depository Functions.
Rules of Loan Societies 1800
Rules of Savings Banks 1817
Returns of Men for Army & Navy 1795
Enrolment of Certificates of Tax Commissioners 1806
Registers of Recusants 1678
Returns of Sectarians : 1829
Registers of Parish Constables 1632
1650
and 1660
Corn Tax Papers 1789
Accounts of Ralph Assheton as Recewer for the
Duchy of Lancaster 1608
Registers of Electors . from
Plans :—
Burial Grounds from
Drainage & Sewerage from
Embankments & Reclamation from
Piers . from
F. Penal Functions.
Preston Prison Deeds 1713
Salford Prison Deeds . . 1783
Papers of Edmundson’s Charity for Poor PI‘ISOH(,I'S 1735
Among semi-official archives can be mentioned :—
A Commission of Sewers for ‘‘ the Rivers of Rible,
Calder, Hodder, Irwell, Irke, & Mercy "’
Lieutenancy Papers :—
Commissions 1797
Correspondence 1771
Finance 1798
Miscellaneous 1796

11y

— 1889
— 1889

- 1759
- 1808

- 1865
- 1851
- 1797
- 1815
— 1682

— 1637,
— 1658,
— 1664
- 1798

- 1622
1832

1854
1869

1800
1862

- 1895
— 1881

= 1776

1674

- 1862
- 1851
— 1803
- 1855
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School Board Records, 1873 — 1903 :—
Barrowford Royton
Belmont Shevington
Bilsborrow Skelmersdale
Briercliffe & Extwistle Southworth-with-Croft
Burtonwood Tottington Higher End
Edgworth United Trawden
Forton United Ulnes Walton
Great Sankey Ulverston & Mansriggs
Hambleton Walmersley & Ramsbottom
Littleborough ‘Worsthorne
Pleasington

Records of Boards of Guardians, 1837-1900 :—
Ashton-under-Lyne Leigh
Barton-upon-Irwell Lunesdale
Burnley Oldham
Bury Ormskirk
Chorley Prescot
Clitheroe Preston
Fylde Rochdale
Garstang Ulverston
Haslingden Warrington
Lancaster Wigan

As they are of such value for topographical, economic and
genealogical purposes, a list of the Enclosure and Tithe Awards
in the County Record Office is given. It should be remembered
that in most cases the maps attached to these awards are the
earliest surveyed maps of the particular district.

ENCLOSURE AWARDS.
Amounderness Hundred :(—

Barnacre . v . .
Fulwood and Cadley Moor
Layton Hawes .
Pilling Moss

Rawcliffe Moss .

Ribbleton Moor

Thornton Marsh

Blackburn Hundred :(—
Chipping, Mitton, & Ribchester
Clitheroe . ) < .
Lower Darwen Moor
Over Darwen Moor
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Little Harwood, Brownhill Common
Oswaldtwistle

Wiswall

‘Worsthorne-with- Hurstwood

Leyland Hundred :—
Chorley
Croston Finney
Farington
Hesketh Marsh
Longton Marsh

Lonsdale Hundred North :(—
Broughton-in-Furness
Cartmel
Church Comston Tllberthwalte Fell
Claife Heights . :
Egton-with-Newland
Gleaston, Deep Meadows
Hawkshead
Kirkby Ireleth, Lmdal & VIarton
Kirkby Ireleth, Sandside
Osmotherley
Pennington
Skelwith
Ulverston
Urswick, Skelding Mour

Lonsdale Hundred South :—

Borwick

Carnforth Moor

Caton

Claughton

Ellel

Halton

Hornby

Nether Kellet

Over Kellet

Quernmore

Scotforth & Ballrlgg
Silverdale g
Tatham .

Tunstall, Leck, & Cantsﬁeld
Warton-with-Lindeth
Whittington .

Yealand Conyers & Yealand Redmavne
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Salford Hundred :—
Cadishead Moss.
Edgworth Moor
Entwistle .
Farnworth & Kearsley
Harwood .
Hopwood, Slddall Moor
Horwich . .
Lees
Lostock, Chew Moor
Newton
Oldham .
Radcliffe & Amsworth
Rumworth, Deane Moor
Spotland, Tooter Hill & Threaps Moss
Tonge-with-Haulgh - ;
‘Westhoughton
Worsley, Walkden Moor & Chat Mos:

West Derby Hundred :(—
Astley :
Billinge : 5 . . - 3
Childwall, Great Woolton & Little Woolton
Great Crosby Marsh 5
Culcheth, Twiss Green & l'owley Common
Golborne Heath A
Ince-in-Makerfield, Ambcrswood (,ommou
Lathom & Skelmersdale
Lowton Common
Penketh, Greystone Heath & Duc (xreen
‘Woolston-with-Martinscrott

TITHE COMMUTATION AWARDS.
Cockerham  Parish—Cleveley, Cockerham, Ellel,
Forton, & Thurnham (part) . . .
Lancaster Parish—Aldcliffe, Ashton-with-Stodday,
Bleasdale, Bulk, Heaton-with-Oxcliffe, Lancaster,
Middleton, Myerscough, Overton, Poulton Bare &
Torrisholme, Quernmore, Scotforth, Skerton,
Thurnham (part), & Over Wyersdale 3
St. Michaels-on-Wyre Parish—Great Eccleston,
Elswick, Inskip-with-Sowerby, Out Rawcliffe,
Upper Rawcliffe-with-Tarnacre, & Woodplumpton

TITHE AWARDS.
Allerton .
Altham
Arkholme-with- Cawood

1856
1797
1860
1798
1801
1815
1821
1841
1808
1805
1804
1812
1817
1814
1818
1726
1786

1737
1878
1813
1816
1751
1765
1889
1779
1763
1869
1849

1839

1833

1824

1840
1842
1848

& 1765

& 1902
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Aughton . - - . . - . . 1848
Borwick . v - : X ‘ g . 1846
Brindle . 5 : : { - s . 1836
Carnforth . ; . . A . . . 1846
Caton . 5 - s ¢ 3 A . 1843
Childwall s . ; : . 4 . 1846
Croston . : . . s . : . 1838
Dutton . - : . . . 9 . 1837
Tarleton . : : 2 . 5 ! . 1848
Garston . . ; ; . : . . 1841
Goosnargh-with-Newsham . . : . . 1849
Habergham Eaves . . : : : . 1842
Hale . g . E 5 . > . 1841
Halewood . & > . . . . 1843
Hornby . . s - . < : . 1848
Hothersall . . . . . . . 1838
Ightenhill Park 0 . . . . . 1839
Lowton . 2 . . s . . « 1837
Melling-with-Wrayton - . . . . 1848
Padiham . . g . . : . . 1839
Priest Hutton . - . . . - . 1846
Ribchester : . . s . : . 1838
Roeburndale . g . 2 . > . 1848
Silverdale . . . 5 . . . 1846
Speke . . : ‘ ; A ; . 1844
Tatham . s v ; . . s . 1848
Ulnes Walton . : ’ : - : . 1838
Upper Rawcliffe-with-Tarnacre . : / . 1840
Warton-with-Lindeth s : g : . 1846
Wavertree . . : : . s . 1846
Wennington . : . . . . . 1848
Whittingham . : : s - ‘ . 1851
Woolton, Great ; ; : : . . 1840
‘Woolton, Little - A : . . . 1848
Wray-with-Botton . : g . ¢ . 1848
Yealand Conyers . - . g : . 1846
Yealand Redmayne . . : ; : . 1846
A very important section of the records is that classified as
Parochial Records, deposited by incumbents and local authorities.
They consist of ecclesiastical documents such as parish registers ;
churchwardens’ and vestry minutes and accounts; and secular
documents such as charity deeds and accounts; accounts of
overseers of the poor, surveyors of the highways, and parish

constables ; rate-books ; minutes of parish meetings ; apprentice-
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ship indentures ; settlement, removal, and bastardy orders ; and
all the miscellanea which appertained to local civil administration
up to the 1gth century. In the following list of parishes and
townships the letter P denotes ecclesiastical documents and
T secular documents :—

T Alston 5 - - : . I712 — 1822
T Arkholme-with- Cawood : : . . 1837 — 1889
PT Aughton : 4 : . . . 1670 — 1904
Bickerstaffe . . . s : ; . 1674 — 1931
Billinge : ; : : . : . 1696 — 1934
Brindle : i . ’ : : . 1558 — 1805
Caton 5 ; ; . - - . 1595 — 1924
Chatburn . . ) 4 ’ { . 1796 — 1804
Childwall i’ . g - E A . 1557 — I9IQ
Church : : 2 . : 5 . 1633 — 1830
Clitheroe : £ s . 5 A . 1819 — 1828
Cronton > . . : . : . 1688 - 1850
Croston A : s 5 ‘ ‘ . 1538 - 1893
Cuerden - ‘ s . . : . 1792 — 1893
Goosnargh . ! : : . 1639 — 1939
Greenhalgh-with- Th1st1eton . . : . 1741 — 1838
Great Harwood . S : : & . 1547 — 1837
Halsall . ¢ > : s : . 1640 - 1907
Haslingden . : G : . : . 1798
Upper Holker ; 5 4 . : . 1728 - 1836
Kirkham . . ! ! . 3 . 1705 — 1838
Lowton . . ! s . . . 1687 - 1859
Nateby . : s : A g . 1879 — 1899
Over Kellet - . 5 s : . 1653 1801
Overton . - ¥ : - 2 . 1722 — 1902
Parbold . . - ¢ . . . 1838 — 1804
Pennington (Lonsdale) . . : . . 1672 - 1827
Ribchester . . s 5 3 . 1598 10941
St. Michaels- on-Wyre ] g 2 . . 1692 — 1914
Silverdale . 3 . . . . 1838 — 1024
Simonswood g . . x . . 1719 — 1896
Standish . : ’ 5 5 - . 1558 — 1839
Staveley : . . . s g . 1746 — 1846
Stretford 7 £ 7 : : 5 . 1598 — 1865
Tarbock s 2 s . 3 1809 — 1895
Tatham & ‘. 2 z . : . 1558 — 1918
Ulnes Walton . . . ‘ i . 1803 — 1909
‘Warton s g . . 5 4 . 1568 - 1933
‘Whalley : . . 2 : . . 1538 — 1856
Winwick . . . : > z . 1698 - 1840
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Among the documents deposited privately during the past
year the most important are the de Hoghton and Hesketh
collections. The former, deposited by Sir Cuthbert de Hoghton,
bart., a member of this Society, consists of the whole collection
as shown in Volume 87 of the Lancashire and Cheshire Record
Society, together with a number of uncalendared documents ;
and the latter is a large collection of miscellaneous documents
dating from the 13th century to the 18th, deposited by the
Rt. Hon. the Lord Hesketh. When calendared this collection
will prove to be of primary importance by reason of the large
number of medieval deeds contained in it.

In addition are 440 miscellaneous documents, relating
mainly to Chorley, Golborne, Haigh, Liverpool, Preston, Upper
Rawcliffe-with-Tarnacre, Ulverston, Walton-on-the-Hill, and
Withnell, 1597-1883, deposited by Major A. T. R. Houghton,
M.C., M.A.; and 271 documents relating to townships in
Amounderness, 1710-1882, deposited by Messrs. Ascroft,
Whiteside & Co.

There are also eighteen smaller collections, embracing 259
documents, 1409-1838, deposited by individuals and bodies,
including, besides deeds, such items as 18th century plans of
the Kidsnape estate in Goosnargh ; a grant of arms to Henry
Hawarden Fazakerley of Gillibrand Hall, 1814; a survey and
plans of property in Preston, 1736; the minute-book of the
Preston Volunteer Training Corps, I9I5-I923; a surveyor’s
manuscript pocket-book, 1692; 18th century plans of lands
in Lunesdale ; an 18th century Lancashire attorney’s formulary ;
and a divorce of Robert Shireburne and Grace Clideroo, 1511.

A miscellaneous collection of 169 documents, 1598-1828, has
been purchased, as has an Elizabethan rental of the Barony of
Warrington.

Considerable progress has been made in indexing and
calendaring, and as an aid to students every effort is being made
to get together a library of useful books.

It may be well to point out that when documents are deposited
there is no change in ownership, such deposit being made on a
basis of what is usually termed  permanent loan ”, and they
can thus be regained by the owner with a minimum of formality.
The advantages to be gained by students in having a large
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collection of historical material relating to the County Palatine
of Lancaster in one central depository can hardly be over-
estimated ; and the advantages to be gained by the owners in
having them cleaned, catalogued, and repaired are patent. It
is hoped therefore that still more owners of Lancashire documents,
whether few or many, will see their way to depositing them in

the County Record Office.
R. SHARPE FRANCE.

" NEOLITHIC AXE FOUND AT WHISTON, 194I.

NEOLITHIC relics in the south-west Lancashire area are far from
abundant, and it is therefore the more desirable to place new
finds on record.

The stone axe shown in the accompanying illustration was
found in June, 1941, by Mr. S. Jones, of 157, Dragon Lane,
Whiston, whilst excavating in his garden, and through the

instrumentality of the present writer was deposited in the
Liverpool Public Museum. It lay at a depth of about four feet.
It is of Cumbrian greenstone, perhaps from a local glacial deposit,
though more probably an importation. Its surface, originally
ground and polished, is now considerably weathered, and has
suffered slight damage at one side; on the whole, however, it
may be considered a very good specimen. It is finely shaped,
with a curved edge, slightly convex sides—which give it a rather
unusual aspect of * fatness ’—and a well-defined circular butt.
It measures a little over 6} inches in length. The spot on which
it was discovered lies approximately five miles north of the Mersey,
on a southward slope some 200 feet above sea-level, which in
early times bordered the marshy river-valley, and close to the
ancient highway from Warrington to West Derby and Liverpool
via Prescot.

The photographs were kindly taken by Mr. R. K. Perry of
Liverpool Museum, when owing to evacuation professional

photographers were unobtainable.
F. A. BALey.




