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JOHN BOLTON was born in King Street, Ulverston, on 22 
March, 1756. His father was an apothecary1 living in a house 

which later became the Hare and Hounds Inn.
The original spelling of the name seems to have been Boulton ; 

his father, Abraham Bolton, appears to have been the first of 
the family to drop the u.

John, who was the youngest son, was educated at the Town 
Bank Grammar School. 2 His immediate movements on leaving 
school I am unable to trace. The presumption is that he came 
to Liverpool and became engaged in the firm of Rawlinson and 
Chorley. In a letter addressed to him in 1800 by Mr. George 
Baillie, a West Indian merchant, there occurs the following 
paragraph : 

" The first time I ever saw you was at St. Vincent, I think in the year 
1773 [Bolton would then be seventeen]. You had just landed from a 
Liverpool ship belonging to Messrs. Rawlinson and Chorley, in which 
ship you were an apprentice, and accordingly you were dressed in a 
sailor's jacket and trousers ; you carried a bag of potatoes on your back, 
and a cheese under your arm : these, you told me, formed part of your 
own adventure. As I had always forwarded and took pleasure in 
encouraging young beginners, I readily eased you of your burden at the 
price you demanded. I recognised you not long afterwards in the store 
and shop of Mr. Drinkall ... It seems you had been promoted from 
the ship to this shop. . . . On my return from England to the West Indies 
in 1777 I found you further promoted by the gentlemen to whom you 
were apprenticed, Messrs Rawlinson and Chorley ; you appeared as one 
of their agents, retailing out one of their Liverpool cargoes, consisting of 
hams, bacon, herrings, cheese, beef, butter, potatoes, grits, barley, pease 
checks, osnaburgs, salt, fish, tripe, frocks, trousers, jackets, etc., etc."

Thomas Ellison in his Gleanings and Reminiscences says that 
Bolton went to the West Indies circa 1770. This however hardly

1 Savers called him a Surgeon.
' Picton says he was educated at a charity school but on what authority he makes the 

statement I do not know.
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tallies with the above letter. It does not seem likely that a bay 
of fourteen would be sent straight out to the West Indies before 
he had served any time as an apprentice. It is more probable 
that he had been two or three years in the employment of 
Kawlinson and Chorley before he landed in St. Vincent with his 
own stock-in-trade.

Rawlinson and Chorley appear in Liverpool's first Directory, 
1766, as Merchants, Rosemary Lane. In the 1767 Directory they 
are given as domiciled in Hanover Street, which was their address 
for several years.

Thomas Ellison states that Bolton returned to Liverpool a 
year or two before 1790, having made enough money in the 
West Indies to start in business on his own account. This 
statement seems corroborated by the fact that in Wosencroft's 
Directory for 1790, we find the name of John Bolton, Merchant, 
62, Duke Street, with a Counting House, 14, Henry Street.

The first public reference that I can find to Bolton occurs 
under the date 20 March, 1793, when his name appears on a 
requisition signed by 112 of the leading merchants of the town, 
for a special Council meeting to consider measures in connection 
with the financial crisis due " to the failure of a very old and 
principal Banking house in Liverpool." 1

This Banking House was Charles Caldwall and Co. Their 
failure was due to the slump in trade caused by the outbreak of 
the French Revolution. The bank and its clients held large 
quantities of cotton which slumped in price. The assignees of 
the Bank were Richard Walker, John Bolton and Thomas 
Leyland, and they at once proceeded to realise the assets. These 
included not only the commodities held by the firm, but also the 
estates of the partners. 2

The next mention of Bolton's name that I can find is : 

" At the annual Vestry holden on April 29, 1795, pursuant to Act of 
Parliament for the lighting and cleaning the streets and maintaining and 
keeping a nightly watch in the Town of Liverpool."

The several persons hereinafter named were appointed Commissioners."

John Bolton's name appears among eighteen others/'

1 Picton, Liverpool Municipal Records, p. 250.
2 J. Hughes, Liverpool Banks and Bankers.
3 Liverpool Vestry Books, 1681-1834, Ed. Henry Peet, Vol. i, p. 341.
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When the news reached Liverpool on the evening of 
25 February, 1797, that a large body of French troops had landed 
near Fishguard, a meeting of the inhabitants was called by the 
Mayor on Sunday morning the 26th. A Committee was formed 
to conduct the defence of the town. John Bolton's name appears 
on the list and he contributed £500 to the Government defence 
scheme. 1

On 29 June, 1798, an Act for the better Security and Defence 
of the town and port of Liverpool received the Royal assent and 
" John Bolton Merchant of Liverpool is appointed one of the 
Trustees for carrying the several purposes of the act into 
execution." 2

In 1803 Bolton raised and equipped at his own expense 
800 men who became known as the First Battalion of the 
Liverpool Volunteers. James Aspinall writes of this regiment : 

" There was Colonel Bolton's regiment consisting of as fine and well- 
disciplined a body of men as ever mounted guard in St. James's or 
Buckingham Palace. In what awe we used to stand of the tall, upright 
and somewhat prim and starched old Colonel as mounted on his favourite 
white charger he marched, band playing, colours flying, at the head of 
his men, round and round Mosslake fields looking, both he and they, 
defiance at all the world in general and Napoleon and Ney and Soult and 
Lannes and Davouse and Murat and all the rest of the frog eaters, in 
particular." 3

It is said that the regiment was enrolled in a couple of hours 
and that the number might have been doubled. It became 
known in the locality as " Bolton's Invincibles." It was disbanded 
on 26 August, 1806, upon the creation of a local militia. In the 
Parish Records there is a minute of a special Vestry, 22 September, 
1803 : 

" Resolved, that the thanks of this meeting be given to John Bolton, 
Esq., for his very great patriotism and public spirit at the present 
momentous crisis."

At the Liverpool Historical Exhibition, 1907, there was 
exhibited a Silver Tankard and Salver presented to Colonel 
Bolton and inscribed,

1 Mr. R. Sharpe France, F.R.Hist.S. of the County Record Office, Preston, informs 
me that in the Lieutenancy papers there is a reference to the granting of a commission 
as an Ensign to a John Boulton in the 2nd Battalion of the Lancashire Militia in 1799.

' The full list of names is interesting. They were : Jacob Nelson, John Bolton, John 
Gladstone, Tlios. Molyneux, Robt. Johnson, John Parr, James Penny the younger.

s Liverpool a Few Years Since, by an Old Stager.
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" To John Bolton, Esq., late Lieutenant Colonel, Commandant of the 
Regiment of Royal Liverpool Volunteers. This Tankard is respectfully 
presented by the noncommissioned officers and Privates of the Corps 
as a testimony of their Gratitude and sincere regard."

It bears a shield of arms. Mr. Ronald Stewart-Brown informed 
me that the arms appeared to be : on a chevron, three lions 
passant regardant impaling three cross crosslets fitchee in chief 
and a lion passant in base ; presumably the Bolton and Littledale 
Arms. 1

In July 1804, Colonel Bolton was president of the courtmartial 
on Captain Carmichael, the adjutant of Colonel Earle's regiment 
of Fusiliers and at one time adjutant of Colonel Bolton's Royal 
Liverpool Volunteers. He was charged with " disobedience of 
orders and with addressing Colonel Earle in abusive language." 
The courtmartial sat for five days. Capt. Carmichael was 
acquitted of the charge of disobedience, but found guilty of using PUSMC"" 
abusive language to his commanding officer and sentenced to be'- 
reprimanded at the head of the regiment. Capt. Carmichael had 
fought a duel on Bootle Sands some time previously with Major 
Brooks, of whom more presently. On that occasion Carmichael 
had fired into the air and Brooks had called out : " Why don't 
you fire at me ? We don't want child's play." 2

According to Touzeau's Rise and Progress of Liverpool, Bolton 
was elected to the Council on 18 October, 1804, in the place of 
Alderman Clayton Tarleton deceased. Apparently he was not 
consulted in the matter of his election, for he declined to attend 
meetings or perform any council duties. It was not until 1807 
that any action seems to have been taken by the Council. On 
2 December of that year the Town Clerk " was instructed to take 
measures for compelling him to qualify and attend in his place." 
Under date of 5 January, 1808, Bolton wrote to the Mayor 
stating his reasons for declining the honour of becoming a member 
of the Council, which were, the uncertain state of his health and 
his frequent absences from town. The Council accepted his 
explanation and rescinded his election.

1 This tankard is now in the possession of Major Bolton Fletcher. Mr. Cuthbert 
Woods has a drawing of Bolton's arms, showing the tinctures. Argent, a chevron gules, 
three lions passant regardant, or, Impaling, Argent, three cross crosslets fitchee in chief, 
a lion passant in base gules. Motto Fac et Spera.

' J. Stonehouse. Recollections of Old Liverpool; The Streets of Liverpool.
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Now we come to the most tragic incident in Bolton's life, viz., 
his duel with Major Brooks.

He had been instrumental in obtaining the post of Customs 
Jerker for Major Brooks. After a while Brooks asked for an 
increase of salary. The application was referred to the West 
India Association, of which Bolton was president. The applica 
tion was refused, and Brooks asserted that Colonel Bolton had 
said : " £700 a year was quite income enough for a comparatively 
young, unmarried man." Whether the Colonel had said this or 
whether it was an invention of Brooks to justify his conduct, we 
do not know, but forgetting that he owed the position he held to 
Bolton, he henceforth pursued him with unremitting malignity. 
Brooks also was a native of Ulverston, and I cannot help wonder 
ing if there had been some cause of quarrel in the past ; for it 
seems hard otherwise to understand such intense hatred as 
Brooks displayed towards one who had been a friend to him. 1

At last matters reached a climax, when a meeting was arranged 
between the two men. The place appointed was Millar's Dam, 
on the Aigburth Road, and the date 20 December, 1804. The 
authorities however had got wind of the affair, and both the 
would-be combatants were arrested on their way to the ground. 
They were bound over " to keep the peace to all and sundry of 
His Majesty's subjects and each other in particular, for twelve 
calendar months." Brooks accused Bolton of being the cause of 
the arrest and became very violent. It was proved however 
that it was one of the Major's friends who had given the informa 
tion. During the period for which they were bound over, Brooks 
missed no opportunity of insulting Bolton.

On the day that the period expired, meeting Bolton in Castle 
Street, he insulted him in such a manner that the Colonel had 
no choice but to issue a challenge. The authorities again 
interposed, Bolton was arrested and bound over, while Brooks 
was taken in custody. He was only detained some hours and 
immediately on his release sent a friend to Bolton to convey a 
challenge, which was accepted for that afternoon, 20 December, 
1805. The rendezvous was a field in Love Lane (now Fairclough 
Lane) half way between Boundary Place and St. Jude's Church.

1 Though it is possible that he had a grudge against him for his defence of Captain 
Carmichael in the courtmartial.



John Bolton, a Liverpool Merchant, 1756-1837 103

Major Brooks brought Mr. Forbes presumably as his second, 
and Colonel Bolton, Mr. Harris. The latter had called for Mr. 
Park, the surgeon, who lived at the corner of Newington Bridge, 
and had brought him in his carriage.

When the combatants arrived it was dark, and candles had 
to be used to enable them to load the pistols. On taking his 
place Bolton although the challenged party gave Brooks the 
opportunity of firing first ; which he immediately did, the shot 
going wide of the mark. Bolton then fired, the bullet piercing 
Brooks' right eye and causing instant death. 1

The Colonel was hurried from the field and remained in hiding 
for a short time. A verdict of wilful murder was given against 
him, but owing to the circumstances and the manner in which 
the duel had been forced upon him, no action was taken.

As an example of the value of obituary notices the following, 
which appeared in Billinge's Liverpool Advertiser, 23 December, 
1805, is interesting : 

" Died on Friday 2oth, inst., in the 2gth year of his age, Edward Brooks, 
Esq., Major of the Corps of Liverpool Fusiliers. In this gentleman was 
united a most amicable temper, a strong and cultivated understanding 
and a warm and benevolent heart ! His mind was susceptible of every 
honourable feeling, his disposition most open and generous, his friendship 
constant and sincere. He was most esteemed by those who knew him 
best, and his death will be lamented in a wide circle of most respectable 
friends."

John Bolton played a very considerable part in the political 
life of Liverpool from 1807 to his death. 2 He was an ardent 
Tory and a great supporter of Canning, whom he nominated at 
least four times, viz., 1812, 1816, 1818, and 1820, each time 
unsuccessfully. His house in Duke Street was the head-quarters 
of the Tory party, and from the balcony of the house George 
Canning and William Huskisson many times addressed the 
crowd in the street below, and in front of it the processions 
mustered before parading the town, or else finished up there.

In the Election Squib Book of 1820, occurs the following 
intimation : 

1 It is said that the shots were heard in Major Brooks' house at the corner of Daulby St.
2 The first notice I can find of his political activities is his nomination of General 

Tarleton in the election of 1807. Brooke, Ancient Liverpool.
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" Mr. Canning's committee Respectfully inform Friends, the chairing 
will take place to-morrow morning at Eleven o'clock from the Town 
Hall. Route of the procession, Town Hall, Shaw's Brow, London Road, 
Seymour St, Russell St, Clarence St, Rodney St, Duke St to Mr. Bolton's."

Bolton himself does not seem to have sought parliamentary 
life, but at least on one occasion he was nominated. In the 
election of 1818, the candidates were Canning and Gascoyne on 
the Tory side and the Earl of Sefton on the Whig. It was found 
that the Tory voters divided their votes, while the Whigs having 
only one candidate plumped for him, which of course gave the 
Tories an advantage ; to equalise this, they nominated Arthur 
Heywood, the banker. The Tory party responded by nominating 
Bolton. The Whigs then nominated another candidate, the 
next day the Tories another and so the silly game went on until 
there were twenty-one candidates. As this was an impossible 
state of affairs the nominal candidates were withdrawn with the 
exception of Mr. Heywood; thus equalising the number of 
candidates on each side. 1

In the Liverpool Daily Post of 18 March, 1929, there appeared 
the following : 

" The smallest poll ever known in Liverpool was in 1826, when Mr. 
Charles Williams could find only two burgesses to exercise their franchises 
in his favour. At that election, two other candidates, Major Gascoyne, 
the son of General Isaac Gascoyne, of Childwall Hall, and Colonel John 
Bolton, of Duke St, polled thirteen and ten votes respectively."

I have not been able to find the source of this statement but 
if correct, as far as I know it is the only occasion on which Bolton 
actually went to the poll.

To locate exactly Bolton's house in Duke Street is difficult. 
Some imp of mischief seems to have played skittles with the 
numeration of that street, and all local antiquaries know the 
disputes that have arisen regarding the residences of other noted 
people who lived there. I subjoin a list of the entries in the 
Directories from 1790 to 1835, which will show how the numbers 
varied from year to year : 

1790 (Wosencroft) John Bolton, Merchant, 62, Duke Street, Counting 
House, 14, Henry Street.

Brooke, Ancient Liverpool.
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1790 (Gore) John Bolton, Merchant, 69, Duke Street, Counting House,
14, Henry Street. 

1796 (Gore) John Bolton, Merchant, 72, Duke Street, Counting House,
14, Henry Street. 

1800 (Schofield) John Bolton, Merchant, 76, Duke Street, Counting House,
14, Henry Street. 

1800 (Gore) John Bolton, Merchant, 84, Duke Street, Counting House,
14, Henry Street.

1803 (Gore) John Bolton, Merchant, 84, Duke Street, Counting House, 
14, Henry Street.

1804 (Woodworth) John Bolton, Merchant, 84, Duke Street, Counting 
House, 14, Henry Street.

1805 (Gore) John Bolton, Merchant, 88, Duke Street, Counting House,
12, Henry Street. 

1807 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 88, Duke Street, John Bolton & Co.,
16, Henry Street.

1810 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 88, Duke Street, John Bolton & Co., 
16, Henry Street.

1811 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 88, Duke Street, Bolton & Littledale,
16, Henry Street. 

1813 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 90, Duke Street, Bolton & Littledale,
14, Henry Street. 

1816 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 90, Duke Street, Bolton & Littledale,
14, Henry Street. 

1818 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 94, Duke Street, Bolton & Littledale,
14, Henry Street. 

1821 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 98, Duke Street, Counting House, 15,
Henry Street. 

1823 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 98, Duke Street, Counting House, 15,
Henry Street.

1825 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 98, Duke Street, Office, 15, Henry Street. 
1827 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 98, Duke Street, Office, 15, Henry Street. 
1829 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 106, Duke Street, Office, 15, Henry Street. 
1832 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 92, Duke Street, Office, 20, Henry Street.
1834 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 92, Duke Street, Office, 20, Henry Street.
1835 (Gore) John Bolton, Esq., 92, Duke Street, Office, 20, Henry Street.

The only clue that we have as to the position of the house is 
that the author of Recollections of Old Liverpool says that it was 
between Suffolk Street and Kent Street, and James Aspinall 
states that Bolton's house had been built by a member of the 
Lake family. Mr. John Hargreaves informs me that his father 
told him that Bolton's house was the one now numbered 163. 
It is at present occupied by a firm of printers. This house is one
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of the most imposing in the street, and I think that Mr. 
Hargreaves' statement is correct.

It was not only in Liverpool that Bolton cut a figure of 
considerable importance. He was well known in the Lake 
District as a public benefactor and landowner.

I have not been able to find out in what year he purchased 
Storrs Hall. Mr. Cuthbert Woods, who has seen the deeds, 
tells me that the Abstract goes back only to 1890. It is said 
that some years ago the then owner of the estate, or a man who 
claimed to be the owner, had an action brought against him, 
which was decided in favour of the Plaintiff. In revenge he 
burnt the deeds.

Storrs Hall is situated on the east side of Lake Windermere 
about two miles south of Bowness. The Hall stands upon a 
promontory and commands magnificent views across and up 
and down the lake. It was built by Sir John Legard, Bart., 
some time in the eighteenth century. Legard, like Bolton, made 
his fortune in the West Indian business. 1

Bolton was certainly in possession of Storrs in 1808, for there 
occurs in The Star newspaper under date of 31 August of that 
year an account of a regatta on Windermere Lake on 26 August 
in which John Bolton is referred to as the owner of Storrs and 
also of a sailing boat, against which it was decided it was useless 
to compete, for, says the writer : 

" The gentlemen's sailing boats attended, but on account of Mr. Bolton's 
celebrated swift sailing boat the Victory appearing to sail, all the others 
declined sailing against her for a prize."

At the dinner which concluded the day's proceedings Bolton 
seems to have been much in evidence ; he was toasted and 
elected Steward in succession to Sir Daniel Fleming, so that it 
would seem that he was fairly settled in the neighbourhood and 
well known by the year 1808.

In The Architect for January, 1936, there is an article on Joseph 
Michael Gandy, the architect of the Waterloo Assembly Rooms, 
Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. He is described as the architect of 
Storrs Hall, about 1808-11, for John Bolton. Now Storrs was 
built long before that date, so that this statement must allude

1 It is said that Legard knew Gibbon when living in Lausanne.



John Bolton, a Liverpool Merchant, 1756-1837 107

to the considerable additions which Bolton made to the place, 
and it gives us some clue to the date when he purchased the Hall.

For reasons stated above I am inclined to think that he bought 
the property prior to 1808, but only started to enlarge it that year 
and possibly finished it in 1811. The main addition which he 
made was the extension containing the dome. It suggests to me 
the Georgian style with Italian influence in the details. It has 
been described as Greek, but with the exception of the Doric 
columns of the portico I cannot find any suggestion of Greek. 
The grounds, which are well wooded, comprise about twenty- 
five acres.

Bolton became well known in the Lake District and came in 
contact with all the leading people of the neighbourhood. 1

The great day, however, for the son of the Ulverston 
apothecary, was that in August, 1825, when he entertained 
Canning, Wordsworth, and Sir Walter Scott. Lockhart, writing 
to Sir John Wilson of Elleray on 17 August, 1825, says : 

" Here we are, alive and hearty, Sir Walter Scott, Anne Scott, and 
myself ; and I write you at the desire of the worthy Baronet to say that 
there has been some sort of negotiation about meeting Mr. Canning at 
your friend Bolton's. He fears Mr. Canning will be gone ere now, but is 
resolved still to take Windermere en route. We shall therefore sleep at 
Lancaster on Friday night and breakfast at Keiidal, Saturday morning. 
Sir W. leaves it to you to dispose of him for the rest of that day. You 
can, if Mr. Canning is at Storrs, let Col. Bolton know the movements of 
Sir W., and so forth ; or you can sport us a dinner yourself ; or you can, 
if there is any inconvenience, order one and beds for us at Admiral 
Ullock's." 2

We must now turn to Lockhart's Life of Scott for an account 
of the proceedings of that eventful day : 

" Mr. Bolton's seat, to which Canning had invited Scott, is situated a 
couple of miles lower down on the same lake ; and thither Mr. Wilson 
conducted him next day. A large company had been assembled there 
in honour of the Minister it included already Mr. Wordsworth and Mr. 
Southey. It has not, I suppose, often happened to a plain English 
merchant, wholly the architect of his own fortunes, to entertain at one 
time a party embracing so many illustrious names. He was proud of his

1 There are several references to him in Mrs. Gordon's life of her father, Christopher 
North, published in Edinburgh, 1879. 

8 Christopher North, p. 303.
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guests ; the}' respected him, and honoured and loved each other ; and 
it would have been difficult to say which star in the constellation shone 
with the brightest or the softest light. There was " high " discourse 
intermingled with as gay flashings of courtly wit as ever Canning displayed, 
and a plentiful allowance on all sides, of those airy transient pleasantries 
in which the fancy of poets, however wise and grave, delights to run riot 
when they are sure not to be misunderstood. There were beautiful and 
accomplished women to adorn and enjoy this circle. The weather was as 
Elysian as the scenery. There were brilliant cavalcades through the 
woods in the mornings, and delicious boatings on the Lake by moonlight ; 
and the last day ' the Admiral of the Lake ' presided over one of the 
most splendid regattas that ever enlivened Windermere. Perhaps there 
were not fewer than fifty barges following in the Professor's radiant 
procession, when it paused at the point of Storrs to admit into the place 
of honour the vessel that carried kind and happy Mr. Bolton and his guests. 
The three bards of the Lakes led the cheers that hailed Scott and Canning ; 
and music and sunshine, flags, streamers and gay dresses, the merry hum 
of voices, and the rapid splashing of innumerable oars made up a dazzling 
mixture of sensations as the flotilla wound its way among the richly- 
foliaged islands and along bays and promontories peopled with enthusiastic 
spectators. On at last quitting the festive circle of Storrs, we visited the 
family of the late Bishop Watson at Calgarth, and Mr. Wordsworth at 
his charming retreat of Mount Rydal." 1

The school at Bowness was founded in 1637. The original 
school-house 2 had become incommodious, and Bolton at his own 
expense built a new school on another site. This building has a 
stone over the door which bears the inscription : 

Applethwaite and Undermillbeck
School

Founded A.D. 1637
This Schoolhouse was erected A.D. 1836 

By John Bolton Esq.
of Storrs 

From a wish to promote, in connection with the
Church of England 

The temporal and eternal interests 
of the population of these hamlets.

On the west front of the school is a shield bearing Bolton's 
arms impaleing Littledale.

In The Westmorland Gazette for 8 October, 1932, there appeared

1 Memoirs of the Life of Sir Walter Scott, Bart., Edinburgh, 1837. Vol. 6, p. 78. 
* This old schoolhouse still stands. It is next to the Midland Bank in Bowness and 

is called Laurel Cottage.
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an article entitled " Link with Storrs' School Founder," in which 
it is stated that William Wordsworth laid the foundation 
stone. 1

The erection of this school must have been one of Bolton's 
last benefactions. He had been in ill health for some time. 2 
He was now in his 8oth year and was dead before the new school 
was opened on 20 September, 1838. His widow performed the 
opening ceremony.

One curious fact is that in all his Liverpool activities I have 
not been able to find a single mention of Mrs. Bolton, and if we 
confined ourselves to this city we might conclude that he was 
a bachelor. Apparently Mrs. Bolton lived entirely at Storrs, 
where she frequently emerges into the limelight, though not 
into the high lights.

Mrs. Bolton was before her marriage, on 31 May, 1797, 
Elizabeth Littledale, daughter of Henry Littledale of Whitehaven. 
All efforts to discover where the marriage took place have proved 
futile. Mr. Cuthbert Woods, who has made many investigations 
in the Lake District, is of the opinion that it was probably in 
Whitehaven, which seems very likely, but a search of the registers 
in that town has drawn a blank. My own researches in Liverpool 
have proved equally unavailing. 3

As I have already noted, there are many indications that 
John Bolton had been in poor health for some years. Indeed 
he seems never to have been a robust man. The end came on 
24 February, 1837, a* his house 92, Duke Street. He was then 
within a little over a month of his 8ist birthday.

His funeral cortege was accompanied by a large crowd of 
Liverpool citizens on horseback and on foot on its way to 
Bowness where on 9 March his remains were laid in a vault on

1 1 am indebted to Mr. E. Cuthbert Woods for bringing this article to my notice. 
There is a full report of Wordsworth's address in Windermere Grammar School, Kendal, 
1936.

2 As early as 19 June, 1828, Sir John Gladstone writing to Huskisson mentions 
Bolton's withdrawal from politics on account of ill health. Huskisson and Liverpool, by 
Geo. S. Veitch ; Transactions, Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. 80.

3 Mrs. Bolton was a distant relation of the Fletchers of Allerton. Thomas Littledale, 
the grandfather of the present Sir Lionel Fletcher, was Mayor of Liverpool in 1826. 
Elizabeth Littledale's brother, Anthony Littledale, married in 1809, Mary, daughter of 
Pudsey Dawson. John Bolton is said to have bought Bolton Hall, Skipton-in-Craven, 
from Pudsey Dawson in 1804, and sold it at a later date to his sister-in-law, Mary 
Littledale. Mr. Ronald Stewart-Brown suggested to me that perhaps Bolton bought 
Bolton Hall, thinking that he was of the old Bolton family. I have not discovered any 
connection and doubt if there was any.
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the south-west side of the tower of Bowness Church. On a slab 
over the vault is the following inscription : 

In the vault Beneath
Are deposited the remains of

John Bolton Esquire
of Liverpool

And of Storrs Hall in this Parish 
Born at Ulverston 22nd March 1756 

Died at Liverpool 24th February 1837

His wife survived him eleven years and was buried in the same 
vault. Under the above inscription is recorded : 

Also of Elizabeth his wife
daughter of Henry Littledale Esq.

Born at Whitehaven I2th November 1768
Died at Storrs Hall 22nd September 1848

That Mrs. Bolton was held in high regard in the district is 
evidenced by a notice of the funeral in the Kendal Mercury and 
Northern Advertiser, 7 October, 1848, which states that " All the 
shops in Bowness were closed during the interment. There was 
a sort of gloom hanging over the village, which added solemnity 
to the scene."

John Bolton's is not an easy character to assess. In the first 
place we really know very little about him, for although he was 
a prominent citizen of Liverpool and wielded much influence in 
political circles, he kept himself in the background as much as 
possible. He seems to have been a reserved and perhaps shy 
man. That he could unbend among his friends there is much 
evidence, but he gives one the impression of being a rather silent 
man and one who disliked public notice. There is no indication 
that his culture was wide, and certainly he had no claims to scholar 
ship. He never belonged to the Roscoe circle, though his political 
opinions would be sufficient to separate him from that coterie.

He was a shrewd business man his fortune which he made 
himself is witness to that but he must also have had intellectual 
qualities or he would not have been the friend of Canning and 
Huskisson, or Professor Wilson, for none of these men suffered 
gladly those who had no common interests with them. 1

1 Wordsworth spoke of him as " His long loved, tried and sincere friend." There 
were few who earned such a eulogy from the bard of Rydal.
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The Rev. Robert Percival Graves (sometime curate of 
Windermere Parish Church) composed a poem on the occasion 
of Bolton's funeral. In that poem he seems to be credited with 
all the virtues. Obituary notices like gravestone inscriptions 
must always be treated with a certain reserve, but some of the 
actions recorded in the poem, and which did Bolton high credit, 
we know to be true ; such as the formation of the Liverpool 
Volunteers and his refusal to accept honours ; also the building 
of the Bowness school. We may therefore accept some of the 
other virtues which the writer attributes to him.

" A liberal Host, he loved around his board 
The cheerful mirth of neighbours in accord ; 
A generous Friend, warm, steadfast and sincere. 
Quick were his ears, when pain or sorrow cried, 
And still his hand munificently wide 
Gave with a brother's love to all his kind. 
The Church he reverenced ; and year by year 
Religion's light within him burn'd more clear. 
Rich in good works he lived," . . .

I have been asked more than once, was Bolton ever engaged 
in the slave-trade ? Suspicion is bound to fall upon anyone 
who in those days made a large fortune quickly. All I can 
say is that I have not discovered the slightest evidence that he 
had ever any connection with what was then Liverpool's chief 
trade.

Some years ago a novel called Garth, by A. V. Arnold, appeared. 
The scene of the story is laid at Storrs and some people have 
thought that the chief character, who was an unmitigated 
scoundrel, was meant for a portrait of Bolton. Whoever was 
the model for the hero or more correctly the villain of the book, 
it certainly was not John Bolton, for there is not a single feature 
that accords with all that we know of him and there are things 
that in my opinion make it quite impossible.

My acknowledgments are sincerely tendered to Professor 
George S. Veitch, M.A., Litt.D., for much help and information. 
It was as long ago as 1929 that Professor Veitch suggested to me 
that I should write a paper on John Bolton. Many things pre 
vented my taking the subject in hand for some years and but
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for his encouragement and enquiries as to how I was progressing 
this paper probably would never have been written.

I am also indebted to the late Mr. Ronald Stewart-Brown, 
M.A., F.S.A. Among my notes I find many signed R.S.B. It 
is a sorrowful thought to many of us that we shall see those 
well known initials no more.

And last but not least I owe very much to Mr. E. Cuthbert 
Woods, F.R.Hist.S. It was first arranged that I should write 
a paper dealing with Bolton in connection with Liverpool, and 
Mr. Woods, one dealing with Bolton's life in the Lake District. 
Mr. Woods however found himself, owing to pressure of other 
business, unable to do this, so I have undertaken the whole, 
much I am aware to the detriment of the paper. Mr. Woods 
handed all the material he had collected over to me and has 
undertaken many journeys in his district at my request for 
information.

Having been deprived of my books by enemy action I am 
grateful to Miss H. E. Bailey for placing her library at my 
disposal.

Since this paper was read Mr. E. Cuthbert Woods has sent 
me the following account of John Bolton's funeral from The 
Westmorland Gazette, n March, 1837 : 

FUNERAL OF JOHN BOLTON, ESQ.

On Monday morning the mortal remains of this gentleman were removed 
from his residence in Duke Street, Liverpool, and passed through the town 
where for half a century he has lived : one of Liverpool's most influential 
men, honoured as one of her principal merchants and universally beloved 
and respected for his benevolence to be interred in their final resting place 
at Bowness Church in this county. It is no empty string of words to say 
that in all probability Liverpool " will never see his like again." The loss 
to all her charities and benevolent institutions through his removal to his 
eternal reward is such as will be severely felt. It was but reasonable to 
anticipate that such a man whose demise in the fullness of years may be 
termed a public loss would be publicly mourned, and that thousands who 
have shared in his prosperity and those who have long been witnesses and 
admirers of his acts of charity would seek this last opportunity afforded to 
them of testifying their respect for his departed worth. Accordingly 
exertions were used in making arrangements so as to obviate all confusion, 
and places were announced near his residence at which the various 
carriages, horsemen and pedestrians who intended to join the funeral 
cavalcade might arrange themselves. As early as 7 o'clock Duke Street
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began to be crowded with spectators, the great bulk of whom appeared 
habited in some outward token of mourning and respect. It was announced 
that the funeral procession would leave the deceased's residence at 9 
o'clock, shortly before which time the whole length of Duke Street which 
our readers will remember is nearly half a mile, presented a dense mass of 
human beings which every instant was accumulating. There could not 
be less than 1,500 persons assembled in this street alone, whilst the New 
Cemetery Walk and every little eminence and window were crowded with 
spectators. Down the whole length of Cornwallis Street, gentlemen's 
private carriages were ranged and the horsemen also formed 3 deep along 
side them. Towards the top of Duke Street and near Rodney Street those 
gentlemen who were going to walk with the procession, formed themselves 
6 deep, and before them were placed in similar order the boys of the Blue 
Coat School of which excellent institution Mr. Bolton was one of the most 
munificent supporters. Berry Street down which the procession was 
expected to pass, St. Luke's Churchyard, were in like manner densely 
crowded with spectators, all of whom conducted themselves with a proper 
and becoming decorum. The bells of St. Luke's continued tolling a solemn 
peal which added to the mournful effect of the scene. About half past 9 
o'clock the coffin was placed in the hearse. We may en passant remark 
that the outward coffin was a splendid one. It was covered with rich 
black velvet studded with silver nails and the plate and handles were 
also of silver. The plate bore simply the inscription " John Bolton, born 
22nd March, 1756, died 24th February, 1837." Shortly after this the 
procession began to move, passing up Duke Street and along Rodney Street 
in the following order : Eight gentlemen abreast; three hundred boys 
from the Blue Coat School six deep ; two hundred and fifty Gentlemen 
on foot six deep ; sixty gentlemen on horse back ; thirty gentlemen's 
private carriages in a line ; several gigs ; a mute ; four mutes on horse 
back ; the hearse drawn by four horses ; three mourning coaches each 
drawn by four horses ; the deceased's private carriage drawn by four 
beautiful Blood horses bringing up the rear. In the first row of gentle 
men we observed Mr. Potter and Mr. T. B. Horsfall. Immediately after 
the Blue Coat Boys in the front row of the pedestrians we remarked 
three old and respectable inhabitants each wearing a silver medal at 
his button hole. We understood that they were sergeants in the 
Volunteer Corps raised by Mr. Bolton during the late war, when an invasion 
by Napoleon was dreaded. We remarked also many of the most respected 
inhabitants of the town amongst the pedestrians. Amongst the private 
carriages we distinguished those of the Earl of Sefton, Sir Thomas Brancker, 
Elias Arnaud, Esq., Collector of H.M. Customs, Richard Vaughan 
Yates, Esq., Charles Horsfall, Esq., James Aspinall, Esq., Joseph Sandars, 
Esq., Sir George Drinkwater, Rev. Dr. Ralph of the Scottish Kirk,   
Lloyd, Esq., etc., etc. Amongst the line of carriages we looked in vain for 
the Mayor's. This act of a LIBERAL Mayor par excellence of the Chief 
Magistrate of the town can only be construed into a studied insult. We 
H
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pity that begotten intolerance and party spirit which can carry its animosity 
to the grave. The town, we may say, was unanimous in paying the last 
tribute to the public worth of the deceased ; the municipal head of the 
town withheld it. But we leave the fact to speak for itself ; further 
comment upon it here would be out of place. The procession proceeded 
along Clarence Street, Russell Street, Seymour Street, Norton Street, St. 
Anne Street, Fox Street, and along the new road to Kirkdale. The whole 
line of the street through which the procession had to pass was crowded 
as far as Kirkdale presenting for a distance of about two miles a continuous 
stream of human beings. We remarked that a great number of the 
spectators were dressed in mourning. Such a moment speaks more than 
the most costly monument or the most elaborate eulogy. We believe that 
with the exception of the late Mr. Huskisson's funeral such a sight was 
never before seen in Liverpool. On arrival at Kirkdale the pedestrians 
fell back right and left, forming an open space for the carriages, horsemen 
and funeral to pass, and then dispersed. The horsemen and carriages then 
proceeded as far as Walton and then returned. The funeral would 
proceed as far as Preston on Monday, and on Tuesday the journey was 
continued to Lancaster, and on Wednesday to Storrs on the banks of 
Windermere, the seat of the deceased. On Thursday the remains were 
consigned to the tomb.

So far from the Liverpool Standard, and here we take up the melancholy 
narrative. The sad procession of mutes, hearse, mourning coaches and 
private carriages passed through this town on Wednesday about one 
o'clock and reached Storrs Hall in the evening, where the body lay in 
state till Thursday at eleven o'clock. Soon after which the sable train 
moved off in procession for Bowness Church where the body was deposited 
in a vault at the west end. In this solemn meeting and last earthly farewell 
there were from 20 to 30 carriages containing all the first rate families 
in the Lake District and many from a distance who had come hither in 
testimony of the worth of him who had departed. Among others we 
observed those of the Braddyll's of Conishead Priory, Sandy's of Gray- 
thwaite, Starkey's of Fell Foot, in short, as we have just observed, the 
carriage of every family of distinction within a circle of many miles. 
To these succeeded a number of gentlemen on foot with silk scarves and 
hat bands followed by many workmen than whom none will find him a 
greater or more severe loss for the admiration of him, then a lifeless piece 
of clay, pervaded all classes high and low. On reaching the Church we 
found the pulpit, the seat of the deceased and other parts tastefully lined 
with black cloth. On the way we here and there observed a flag half-mast 
waving in the wind and telling that the owner had lost a loved and valued 
friend. An immense concourse of people from the surrounding districts 
lined the village and the church was crowded and on the countenances of 
hundreds was depicted sorrow and woe. The last rites over the dead 
were finished about i o'clock when the splendid silver-mounted coffin 
was slided into its final resting place. We went down into the dark,
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damp fretted mansion while " the pealing anthem swelled the note of 
praise " to take a farewell look at that which contained all that was 
mortal of him who while here was such a fine old English Gentleman. 
Such is the common lot of frail humanity, however, there is hope for him 
and for us all, that those dear friends that we looked upon, loved and 
valued here, we shall look upon and love and value hereafter in another 
and a happier sphere, and then in the words of the bard : 

How sweet it were in concert to adore 
With those who made our mortal labours light 
To hear each voice we feared to hear no more 
Behold each mighty shade revealed to light.


