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COMMUNICATIONS.

HENRY PERT, M.A., F.S.A., J.P.

(Born 16 April, 1856 ; died 5 November, 1938.)

THE death of Mr. Henry Peet, on 5 November, 1938, 
at the age of 82, occasioned warm tributes to 

his long and public-spirited services in many spheres of 
Liverpool life. Of his notable work as a historian, parti­ 
culars are given below. Apart from this, he was an active 
member of the Liverpool bench of magistrates from his 
appointment in 1894 until his death. He served for 
lengthy periods as a churchwarden of Liverpool Parish, a 
member of the now-defunct Liverpool Select Vestry, a 
member of the judicial body administering the Lunacy 
Act of 1890, and a trustee of the Warbreck Charity. 
He was a senior member of the Liverpool Athenaeum, 
a Diocesan lay reader, and a member of the commission 
appointed by the bishop to report on the ecclesiastical 
records of the diocese. He had wide experience as a 
traveller in Europe, North America and the East.

Mr. Peet was a younger son of the late Major F. Peet 
of Holbeach, Lines., and was born on 16 April, 1856. 
Educated at Gosberton Hall School and Westminster 
College, he settled in Liverpool in 1878, founding the 
Adelphi Pharmacy at the foot of Mount Pleasant. Here 
he remained in business until his retirement in 1927, after 
which he resided at 3 Cavendish Road, Birkenhead.

A member of this Society since 1890, Mr. Peet was 
esteemed both for his personal qualities and for his 
achievements in local research. He was elected a member 
of the Council in 1892, and a Vice-President in 1915. By 
transcribing and editing such important Liverpool records
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as the Vestry Books, the Registers of St. Nicholas's, and 
the rate assessments of 1705 and 1708 (these last being 
published under the title of Liverpool in the Reign of 
Queen Anne), he carried out work of lasting value, and 
fully merited the honorary degree of Master of Arts con­ 
ferred upon him by the University of Liverpool. Among 
his other studies, the biography of Thomas Steers is 
especially notable as a contribution of major importance 
to the history of early eighteenth-century Liverpool.

The following papers by Mr. Peet have been published 
in these Transactions :

" Brief historical Notes on the Churches of St. George and
St. John " (vol. 51) 

" Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Anne, 1705 and 1708 "
(vol. 59) 1

" Liverpool Almshouses " (vol. 63) 
" St. Nicholas's Church, Liverpool : its Architectural History "

(vol. 65)
" The Will of Mrs. Ann Molyneux " (vol. 67) 
" The Recently Recovered Plans of old St. Nicholas's Church,

Liverpool " (vol. 73) 
" Abstract of Deeds relating to the Sale of Pews in St. Nicholas's

Church, Liverpool " (vol. 73)
" Rector Wolstenholme and his Memorial Tablet " (vol. 74) 
" Reliquiae of St. Peter's Church, Liverpool " (vol. 74) 
" The Ancient Chest of St. Nicholas's Church " (vol. 79) 
" Mrs. Charles Tinsley, Novelist and Poet " (vol. 81) 
" Thomas Steers, the Engineer of Liverpool's First Dock "

(vol. 82) 
" The German Church in Renshaw Street, Liverpool " (vol. 85)

Other works on Liverpool history by Mr. Peet, pub­ 
lished independently, were : An Inventory of the Plate, 
Register Books and other Moveables in the two Parish 
Churches of Liverpool, St. Peter's and St. Nicholas's (1893), 
The Earliest Registers of the Parish of Liverpool, 1660-1704 
(1909), and The Liverpool Vestry Books, 1681-1834 (z vols., 
1912-15).

1 This was reprinted and published as an independent work in 1908.
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Mr. Feet's researches extended also to his native county, 
Lincolnshire, and to the Huguenot settlement at Thorney, 
in Cambridgeshire, from a member of which, Abraham de 
Vantier, he traced descent. In Lincolnshire he investi­ 
gated, among other things, the church bells and the 
history of Holbeach, and made many contributions to 
Lincolnshire Notes and Queries and to Fenland Notes and 
Queries. In 1895 he published The Registers of the Parish 
of Horbling, 1653-1837. In 1924 appeared his Deeds of 
Advowson of Uffington Rectory. His Genealogical Memor­ 
anda relating to the Huguenot Family of de Vantier, anglais 
Wanty (1902), and Register of Baptisms of the French 
Protestant Refugees settled at Thorney, 1654-1727 (1903), 
were published by the Huguenot Society.

Mr. Peet presented to the Liverpool Public Library his 
transcript of the Register of St. George's Church, Liver­ 
pool, 1734-1897, and was instrumental in bringing into 
the same custody the original Rate Assessment Books of 
Liverpool, 1705 and 1708.

CHARLES R. HAND.

(Born 12 July, 1859 ; died 24 February, 1939.)

/^HARLES ROBERT HAND, who died in February 
V_^ last at his home, 42 Ashfield, Wavertree, in his 
eightieth year, was elected a member of this Society in 
1912, and a member of the Society's Council in 1928. 
He resigned from the Society in 1934.

Mr. Hand was a, native of Liverpool, being born in 
Wavertree Road, Edge Hill, in 1859. He was educated 
at the Liverpool Institute, and subsequently apprenticed 
to the printing business. In 1881 he founded the firm of 
Hand & Co., in which he remained until his retirement in 
1928. He was a keen student of the history of Liverpool 
and district, serving for some time as antiquary editor of
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the old Liverpool Courier, and later making frequent 
contributions on the subject to the Liverpool Daily Post 
and Echo.

The following papers by Mr. Hand were published in 
these Transactions :

" Edge Lane Hall " (vol. 65)
" A Liverpool Castle token " (vol. 65)
" The Brothers Beattie and their Drawings of Old Liverpool "

(vol. 66)
" Captain William Latham and the Calderstones " (vol. 67) 
" Joseph Williamson, the ' King of Edge Hill ' " (vols. 68, 79) 
" The Norris Chapel at Childwall " (vol. 69) 
" Stanlawe Grange at Aigburth " (vol. 71) 
" Three Local Windmills " (vol. 73)
" John Fletcher and the ' Stranger in Chester ' " (vol. 76) 
" The Kitty's Amelia, the last Liverpool slaver " (vol. 82)

Other published works by Mr. Hand are : All about the 
Liverpool Exhibition [1886], together with a concise guide to 
Liverpool (1886) ; Olde Liverpoole and its Charter (1907) ; 
Liverpool Castle and its Builders (1909) ; Notes respecting 
the Annals of Liverpool and the Building of the Castle 
(1910) ; The Story of the Calderstones (1910) ; The Story 
of the Menai Straits (1911) ; The Calderstones (1912) ; 
Notes on Woolton Priory (n.d., 1913) ; Shakespeare, not 
Bacon : a Reply to Sir Edwin D'urning-Lawrence s " Myth " 
(1913) ; The old Hutte at Halewood (1914) ; Llanfaes 
Friary and its Mystery Monuments (n.d., 1924).

Two works in manuscript by Mr. Hand were presented 
to the Liverpool Public Library. These are : The History 
of Edge Hill (1915) ; and The First Map of Liverpool 
(1919). The same Library has also acquired Mr. Hand's 
large collection of water-colour views, by Edwin and 
Frederick Beattie, of the suburbs of Liverpool, including 
Wavertree, Edge Lane, Allerton, Aigburth, Mossley Hill, 
Broad Green and West Derby.


