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1. NEGOTIUM PERAMBULANS.

" Thou shalt not be afraid for the pestilence that \valketh in 
darkness : nor for the sickness that destroyeth in the noon-day."

THE word plague, tout c<wt, as applied to a specific 
disease, is of comparatively modern usage. Its 

original meaning was scourge, calamity, or affliction ; and 
it is with this sense that it is used in the Old Testament 
in connection with God's visitations on the Egyptians. 
The disease which we now call plague was usually called 
pestilence in mediaeval times. Later it became known as 
the plague of pestilence, meaning, of course, the affliction 
of pestilence ; and later still plague alone was used. The 
change took place slowly and the stages overlapped 
considerably as late as 1045 the word pestilence was 
used in the Didsbury parish register. Other names given 
to the disease at various periods were " the sickness," 
" the great mortality," and " the loreign death."

Few people realize how great has been the effect of the 
continual outbreaks of plague over a period of many 
hundreds of years. The visitation in the fourteenth 
century, subsequently known as the Black Death, in 
particular, struck at the very roots of social existence. 
It would be no exaggeration to state that the very hedges 
of our fields are memorials of it, for the enormous death 
roll produced that scarcity of labour which was the most 
important factor in the failure of the feudal system  
common cultivation entered into the. tirst stage of obso 
lescence, gradually being replaced by the system of 
enclosures.

There are two main types of plague the bubonic and 
the pneumonic. The former is the more common and 
the less severe, although case mortality may reach over 
60 per cent. The pneumonic type is rarer, with a case 
mortality approaching 100 per cent.

It is a somewhat startling commentary on the rapid
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growth of medicine in modern times that an authority 
such as Dr. Charles Creighton could, in his monumental 
work on epidemics published in 1891, consider plague to 
be "a soil poison generated out of the products of 
cadaveric decay." It was not until 1X94 that a Japanese 
scientist, Kitasato, discovered that the true cause of 
plague is a germ or bacillus called Paslcitrella pestis. The 
way in which this germ infects human beings is most 
interesting.

Basically, plague is a disease of rodents, rats in par 
ticular being infected with it. It is passed from animal 
to animal, not by direct contact, but by the agency of 
fleas. The bacillus inhabits the blood-stream of the rat 
and as the rat-fleas feed they suck up bacilli along with the 
blood. When an epidemic of plague breaks out among 
rats and many die, the fleas naturally desert and seek for 
new hosts, which may be human beings. But the next 
step in the spreading of the disease to man is not the 
obvious one of the (leas injecting the bacilli into the next 
human bitten. Actually tin- (lea is not the immediate 
cause of the infection.

Fleas are extremely greedy feeders and can be compared 
with the diners at a Roman banquet who, having filled 
themselves, took an emetic so that they could continue to 
enjoy the multitude of savoury dishes. The flea, however, 
does not take an emetic, but simply ejects blood from 
one end as it sucks it up at the other. If the flea is 
infected with plague bacilli these are ejected with the 
blood on to the skin of the host. Naturally the flea- 
bitten human scratches himself, and in so doing some of 
the bacillus-laden ejected blood from the flea is pressed 
into the puncture. A case of plague results.

There are two kinds of rat  the Black Rat, which lives 
in close domestic contact with man and is now rare ; and 
the Brown Rat, now exceedingly common but not living 
in such close contact with man. The Black Rat is the
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one which is the more frequently plague-ridden, and being 
very common in this country until the end of the seven 
teenth century it was responsible for frequent outbreaks 
of plague.

The disease still breaks out nationally in Europe, but 
in the East there are terrible epidemics.

After infection plague usually takes about six days to 
manifest itself. Its appearance is very sudden, with 
fever, headache and prostration ; the face becomes 
haggard and the eyes sunken and bloodshot. A great 
thirst develops, and the tongue is cracked and swollen. 
The weakness advances so far that sometimes the voice 
cannot be heard. By the second or third day swellings 
called buboes appear. It is these which give the bubonic 
type of plague its name. They develop close to where 
the original infection was absorbed, and may be in the 
armpit, groin, neck, or elsewhere. Most often they are 
on the groin, as the upper part of the leg is a usual place 
to be flea-bitten. The swellings increase and, unless they 
are lanced, burst of their own accord, discharging an 
evil-smelling mass of pus and dead tissue.

In the minority of cases a profuse perspiration leads 
to a gradual improvement, but otherwise the severe 
symptoms continue, and delirium or coma leads to death 
between the third and sixth day from the onset of the 
disease.

The extremely fatal pneumonic type of plague com 
mences with sickness and shivering, followed by cough 
and brcathlessness. A watery and blood-stained sputum 
is emitted from the lungs this is teeming with plague 
bacilli and is highly infectious. Signs of a general poison 
ing of the body are soon in evidence and the patient dies. 
An important feature of pneumonic plague is the fact 
that it is highly contagious and can be passed from one 
human being to another without the agency of the flea.

Unfortunately no specific cure for plague has yet been
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found. A serum has been tried, but not with very good 
results. The only thing that can be done is to conserve 
the patients' strength in the hope that they will recover. 
There has, however, been discovered a plague-vaccine by 
which people in plague-ridden localities can be inoculated, 
with a favourable chance of their becoming immune.

It should, perhaps, be remarked that certain schools 
of thought do not recognize a specific disease to which 
the name " plague " may be given. Others, the majority, 
are of the contrary opinion, some accepting the theory of 
one disease with several forms bubonic plague, pneu 
monic plague, etc. and some considering these forms as 
in themselves specific diseases. The writer has adopted 
the viewpoint found in most text-books of infectious 
diseases.

So far as the epidemics of early times are concerned, it 
is freely admitted that some of them may not have been 
plague qua plague. Some may have been typhus, typhoid, 
or some other infectious fever. But that there were 
epidemics of true plague cannot well be doubted. When 
we come to the seventeenth century we are on surer 
ground, for with the development of medical knowledge 
following the Renaissance, diagnosis became much more 
a matter of certainty. The medical men of that period 
emphatically did not compare in efficiency with those of 
to-day, but they were learning to distinguish one disease 
from another with some degree of success, and as plague 
was almost ubiquitous, we may be reasonably certain that 
what they called " plague " was in fact such, and not 
some other infectious fever.

Nevertheless, the ideas of the seventeenth century as 
to the causes of plague, and the methods of dealing with 
it, were commonly far from sound, as the following 
observations will show.

The causes were grouped under two main heads the 
external and the internal. The chief of the external
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causes was considered to be the impure air. The impurity 
could arise either from its becoming " vitiated or con 
tagious for want of being purified with wholesome winds " 
or from " the infection of putrid, stinking, and noisome 
Exhalations, arising from Cadaverous or dead Carcases, 
slain in Battel and left unburied ; stinking Lakes, Pools, 
Fish-ponds, standing Waters, Jakes, Privies, Dung-hills, 
Earthquakes out of which oftentimes a contagious Air 
arises." The weather also was blamed when it was 
too hot or too cold, too wet or too dry, or unseasonable. 
And lastly, but by no means least, " from the Influences 
of Heaven, as the appearance of Comets or Eclipses."

The internal causes were considered to be gluttony, 
drunkenness, " a repletion of evil Juices thro' a bad diet," 
" passions of the mind " because they " distract and 
draw away the Spirits from their proper Operations " 
and " too immoderate Coition " because it " weakens all 
the Powers of the Body, and dissipates the Spirits."

The above were the considered opinions of the medicos 
of the period. Laymen were not so sure they were 
content to blame the Deity, as in the register of Whitting- 
ton " It pleased God to visit this parish of Whittington 
with a dangerous disease or contagious sicklies " -and 
Preston " heare begineth the Visitation of Allmighty 
God, the plague." Even some members of the medical 
profession admitted that God was directly concerned in 
the epidemics, and suggested that people should turn 
from their evil ways " by which God is provoked to 
wrath " ; for no use of precautionary measures could be 
of avail unless by God's blessing, " for the Pestilence is 
the rod of God, and Man cannot 11 y from the presence of 
the Almighty or beyond the reach of his Power."

The remarks of Doctor Thomas Cogan, High-master of 
Manchester Grammar School from 1574 to idoi, and a 
physician, are worth ([noting in this connection. He 
writes :
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" There are specially four causes of the pestilence : the influence 
of sundry starres, great standing waters never refreshed, carraine 
lying long above ground, much people in small room, living 
uncleanly and skittishly. Hut leaving those particular causes 
to such as write of this matter at large, I make one principall 
cause, that is the wrath of (loci for sinne, for so God threatneth, 
that he will send sicknesse and diseases to those that will not 
heare his word, and disobey his commandments."

The reader will remember that the most important 
modern method of curing plague. 1 is the conservation of the 
patients' strength, thus giving the body help in its battle 
with the plague-germs. This being so, there can be no 
doubt that some of the old methods were more harmful 
than helpful.

A favourite medicine consisted of filed horsehoof, 
6 grains ; Crocus Jovis (an amalgam of mercury and tin), 
8 grains ; and conserve of peony flowers, a quarter of an 
ounce. A soft pill, which must have been particularly 
horrible, was also used. This was composed of a quarter 
of an ounce each of hartshorn, white coral, red coral and 
crab's eyes ; half an ounce of contrayerva root, and two 
ounces of the black points of crab's claws. These were 
all powdered and mixed into a paste with jelly of vipers, 
then divided out into pills, each of which was covered 
with leaf-gold.

For the violent headaches a poultice was made of rue, 
flour, salt, pigeon's dung and vinegar, and applied to the 
palms of the hands and the soles of the feet. If the patient 
became delirious it was recommended that the whole of 
his head be enveloped in the lungs of a sheep. For the 
buboes an ointment was prepared of honey, duck-grease, 
turpentine, soot, treacle, egg-yolk and oil of scorpions. 
\\'c may be sure that often the treatment was fatal to 
many who would to-day, with careful nursing, have 
recovered.

As early as 1371 governmental thought was turned to
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the possibilities of concerted action against the pestilence. 
It was reasoned that the disease was caused by corrupt 
air, one of the chief sources of which was the blood and 
offal of the shambles. A law which might almost be 
called the first Sanitary Act was made in i^NS to deal 
with the problem. It stated that " so much Dung and 
Filth of the Garbage and Intrails as well of Beasts killed 
as of other Corruptions, be cast and put in Ditches, Rivers, 
and other Waters, and also within many other Places 
within and nigh unto divers Cities, Boroughs and Towns 
of the Realm and the Suburbs of them, that the air there 
is greatly Corrupt and Infect, and many Maladies and 
other intolerable Diseases do daily happen." Therefore 
it was provided that " all they which do east and lay all 
such Annoyances, Dung, Garbages, Intrails, and other 
Ordure " must remove them under a penalty of £20. As 
were so many mediaeval laws, this was a dead letter 
almost as soon as it was made, and remained so for a long 
time. In 1518 we hear of attempts at the isolation of 
infected persons ; but this policy, which had such possi 
bilities as far as pneumonic plague was concerned, was 
incompletely effected until much later.

Henry VIII and Wolsey made splendid offers to 
Erasmus in an effort to induce him to reside in England, 
but no offer that could be made would tempt him to live 
in a country so filthy, both in the streets and the houses. 
Writing of the latter he states that " the floors are 
commonly of clay, strewed with rushes under which lie 
unmolested an ancient collection of lees, grease, frag 
ments, bones, spittle, excrements of dogs and cats, and 
everything that is nasty." Such foul conditions would 
not be conducive to ordinary good health, quite apart 
from plague.

The people themselves, throughout the plague-bedewed 
centuries, considered that one remedy was pre-eminent. 
This remedy, flight from the stricken area, was of course
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based on their erroneous idea that plague was caused by 
corrupt air. Alexander Rigby, the Parliamentarian, of 
Middleton Hall, Goosnargh, wrote1 during the 1631 
epidemic that " the sicknes in these partes increaseth 
much, and disperscth . . . so that the inhabitants . . . 
leave their howses and sreke and resort to forrin places." 
This does not, of course, mean that they left England, but 
simply that they went to some other district. Rigby 
continued that if the disease did not abate he intended to 
send his children into Cheshire. There can be no doubt 
that this habit of removing was often responsible for the 
spreading of the disease, either by the carrying of plague- 
infected fleas among the household goods, or by the direct 
contact of people with the contagious pneumonic type of 
the disease. In towns it was possible to have some sort 
of isolation, as will be shown later, but in country districts 
this was impracticable.

It is difficult to realize the plight of the ubiquitous poor 
during an epidemic of plague. They must have been in 
a parlous state, for in those days poor relief was the direct 
responsibility of each individual parish.

That Parliament was aware of the fact that eacli locality 
was unable to meet the tremendous call on its resources 
during an outbreak of plague is shown by an Act passed 
in the first year of the reign of James I. This Act, which 
was invoked so often during the seventeenth century, 
provided that

" as the inhabitants of divers cities, boroughs, towns corporate, 
and other parishes and places being visited with the plague, are 
found to be unable to relieve the poorer sort of such people so 
infected who of necessity must be by some charitable course 
provided for, lest they should ivamler abroad and thereby infect 
others : and forasmuch as divers persons infected with that 
disease, and others inhabiting in houses and places infected, as 
well poor people anil unable to relieve themselves, that are care 
fully provided for, as others which of themselves are of ability, 
being commanded by the magistrates or officers within the place
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where the infection shall be, to keep [to] their houses, or otherwise 
to separate themselves from company for the avoiding of further 
infection, and, notwithstanding, very dangerously and disorderly 
misdemean themselves,''

it was necessary to bring in certain regulations.
Provision was made for town officials and justices of 

the peace to levy a special tax for the relief of the infected 
people. Those who refused to pay could be committed 
to gaol until the tax, with any arrears, had been paid. 
If any locality satisfied the justices that it was unable to 
raise sufficient money, the tax could be extended to cover 
the countryside within live miles of the stricken place. 
While the infected people were thus more or less ade 
quately provided for, they were subject to very stringent 
regulations. They were exhorted to remain in their own 
houses in order to prevent contact with the uninfected, 
but if they disobeyed they could be kept in forcefully. 
If they persisted, and should " wilfully and contemptu 
ously go abroad, and converse in company, having any 
infectious sore upon them uncured, that then such person 
and persons shall be taken, deemed and adjudged as a 
felon, and suffer pains of death as in case of felony." 
Power was given to each locality to appoint searchers, 
watchmen, examiners, keepers, and buriers.

If the outbreak became very severe, the levying of the 
tax could be extended beyond the five-mile radius. In 
1605, for example, there was an epidemic of plague in 
Manchester and Salford. At the Quarter Sessions held 
at Manchester in the July of that year the taxation was 
extended to cover the whole of the hundred of Salford ; 
while at the Preston Sessions in the October the tax 
was ordered to be levied throughout the hundreds of 
Amounderness and Blackburn. A week later the whole 
county was called upon to contribute.

From the Quarter Sessions records one can see that this 
tax was not always paid with good grace, a number of

c
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people being charged with failing to pay and even with 
assaulting the constable who was collecting it. One often 
fails to realize, when called upon for help, that there may 
come a day when one needs help oneself ; and it is difficult 
to understand how, in those days when plague was liable 
to break out anywhere at any time, people could refuse to 
pay such taxes as those for the assistance of plague 
sufferers, even though such calls became very frequent.

We moderns become very upset and somewhat queru 
lous if an epidemic of influenza comes along, and the 
mortality figures rise only slightly above the average ; 
or if, more rarely, an epidemic of typhoid fever causes 
many cases and a few deaths. We fail to realize that we 
are infinitely better off than were our ancestors. The 
mental strain of enduring an outbreak of plague must 
have been wellnigh unbearable. Whole families and 
families were large in those days were wiped out ; or 
perhaps one member might be left. Many are the refer 
ences in parish registers to several members of a family 
being buried on one day. And these were not times when 
a few hundred people died out of a population of tens or 
hundreds of thousands. In the i('.;i outbreak, when the 
population of the parish of Preston was about three 
thousand, one thousand and sixty-nine died one person 
in three who were alive at the beginning of the year was 
dead when it closed.

In earlier pestilences, such as that of i.->4(), although 
we have no parish registers from which to obtain figures, 
the proportion of deaths was often more than one in three. 
The business of living then, when the expectation of life 
was about twenty years, must have been very trying. 
Large families were an absolute necessity if the nation 
were to continue, for the infantile mortality was very 
great. From May to December, 1647, out of 198 deaths 
registered in Rochdale parish, 146 were entered as being 
children. The industrial revolution is frequently blamed



A History of Plague in Lancashire. 15

for the large increase of population in the nineteenth 
century. It certainly was a factor, but equally important 
were the diminishing death-rate among children and the 
continuance of the habit of having large families.

The majority of outbreaks of disease in the period 
under review were of plague proper. Until the latter 
end of the seventeenth century it was endemic, that is, 
the county was rarely without odd cases. From time to 
time, however, it would break out and slay more people 
than usual. Often this would happen in some isolated 
locality, and there is little record, beyond the extraor 
dinary number of deaths registered. But on occasion it 
would spread like wildfire over larger areas, and we find 
more references in various contemporaneous records.

There were other diseases which occasionally readied 
epidemic severity, such as typhus, typhoid fever, sweating 
sickness, and smallpox. This latter disease did not appear 
until quite late in the seventeenth century.

In the sixteenth century the whole country was swept 
by the " sweating sickness." I'Yom contemporaneous 
descriptions of the symptoms it would appear that this 
was an extremely fatal form of the disease which we now 
call influenza. It was a fever, accompanied by headache, 
restlessness, fainting and a perpetual sweating. Before 
the fever started there was great languor, defection of the 
mind, bodily weakness and palpitation of the heart. The 
sickness usually ran its course in about twenty-four hours 
and the mortality was very high  about (So per cent of 
those stricken.

The disease is first recorded in 14^5, when it raged so 
formidably that the coronation of Henry VII was post 
poned until it had subsided ; there were subsequent visits 
in 1506, 1517 and 1528, and it made its last appearance 
in 1551. There are no specific records of the first four of 
these visitations in Lancashire. An isolated Chester 
record for 1507 tells that in the summer of that year
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91 people died of the sweating sickness in three days ; 
while another Chester record for 1517 tells us that there 
was an outbreak probably more serious than that of 1507, 
that many died and others fled, and that " the grass grew 
a foot high at the Cross." We can presume that Lanca 
shire was also affected at these times. The last outbreak, 
that of 1551, will be considered later.

Records at the best are but bare things, but behind 
them all is a human story. Men, women and children 
are concerned, whose sufferings meant as much to them as 
do the sufferings of the people of to-day and they had 
not the chances which we have. The following pages are 
an attempt, in one sphere alone, to show that the much 
vaunted good old times were in reality very bad old times, 
and that the Lancastrian of yesterday had to endure 
things of which the Lancastrian of to-day knows nothing.

'2. FROM KAKLY TIMRS TO THF KND OF THK 
THIKTF.KNTH CKNTUKY.

Prior to its inclusion in the kingdom of Northumbria, 
the area which we know as Lancashire was part of the 
territory of the Strathclyde Britons. Altei the break up 
of Northumbria and the Norman conquest we find that 
still there was no Lancashire that section of it north of 
the Kibble was considered to be part of Yorkshire, and 
the land between Kibble and Mersey part of Cheshire. 
Only at the end of the twelfth century did the County of 
Lancaster come into being. Thus any account of happen 
ings in Lancashire prior to that date must largely be a 
matter of presumption from the accounts of contem 
poraneous authorities dealing with northern affairs; 
unless, of course, some recognizable locality is mentioned.

It is with this necessary presumption that we can say 
that the first outbreak of plague in Lancashire was in the 
year A.I). (>(>4. Just over a hundred years earlier, in 543,
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the disease had spread from its home in the far east and, 
by way of Constantinople, had ravaged the whole of 
continental Europe. For many years it ranged far and 
wide until, in 664, it reached England. After causing 
great mortality in the south it spread northwards and 
attacked Northumbria, where it raged for perhaps as long 
as twenty years and destroyed a large proportion of the 
inhabitants.

From this time, for a period of over six hundred years, 
there was a series of famines of such magnitude that the 
hunger of England became a byword among nations. As 
a result of the weakening of the resistance of the people, 
pestilence stalked in the train of each famine and there 
was great mortality. Lancashire was as unfortunate as 
the rest of the country, and in these famine years was 
heavily stricken.

So far as most of these years of want and plague are 
concerned it is possible to do no more than record the 
dates. The chroniclers themselves often were as brief; 
all we can do is to bring to mind the terror and despair 
which would steal through the whole country, and to 
realize that Lancashire would have its share of the distress. 
The first recorded famine pestilence was in 793, then over 
a hundred years elapsed before the next in 897. This was 
followed by another comparatively long period of plenty 
until 962. After that they came more frequently 984 
to 987, 1046, and 1048 to 1049.

In 1069 a pestilence came which was confined to the 
north. It was the result of William the Conqueror's 
ravaging of the countryside in tin 1 last stage of the con 
quest. The ruthless horrors of that autumn are described 
by the contemporaneous Simeon of Durham. Me states 
that the scarcity of food was so great that men ate horses, 
dogs, cats and even their own kind. Others sold them 
selves into slavery that they might procure an existence. 
He goes on to describe the horrible sights which were to



i8 A History of Plague in Lancashire.

be seen in houses and by the wayside the corpses dis 
solving into corruption and crawling with worms. There 
was no one left to bury them, for all had fled or had died 
by the sword or pestilence. This state of affairs lasted 
for nine years, and Simeon says that no one dwelt between 
York and Durham, and that travellers went in fear of 
wild beasts.

In North Lancashire' it was more than nine years before 
conditions improved, for Domesday Book, compiled in 
1086, dismisses that part of the county very briefly, 
simply giving a long list of the vills and their areas, and 
finishing with the laconic statement that " of these [62] 
vills sixteen have but few inhabitants, the rest are waste."

More famines and pestilences occurred in the years 
1093 to 1097, 1103 to 1105, 1112, 1125 and 1130. An 
account by a contemporaneous author tells how in the 
year 1143 all England was affected by a dire famine. 
The people were reduced to eating the flesh of dogs and 
horses, and roots and herbs. When the autumn came 
and the crops ripened there were few to reap them, for 
pestilence had intervened and most of the people had 
succumbed.

William of Newburgh, a north Yorkshire-man, who 
might be expected to know the state of affairs throughout 
the northern counties, writes of the year 1175 in the 
following terms :

" Afti-r the crowds of poor had been dying on all sides of want, 
a most savage plague ensued, as if from air corrupted by the 
dead bodies of the poor. This pestilence showed but little 
respect even for those who had an abundance of food ; and as 
to those who were in want, it put an end to their long agony 
of hunger. The disease crept about everywhere, always of one 
type, namely that of an acute fever. Day after day it seized so 
many, and finished so many more, so that there was scarcely to 
be found any to give heed to the sick or to bury the dead. The 
usual rites of burial were omitted, except in the case of some 
nobler or richer person ; at whatever hour anyone died the body
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was forthwith committed to the earth, and in many places great 
trenches were made if the number of corpses was too great to 
afford time for burying them one by one. And as so many were 
dying every day, even those who wore in health fell into low 
spirits, and went about with pale faces, themselves the living 
picture of death. After it had ranged on all sides for five or six 
months, it subsided when the winter cold came."

That is a very human document. It brings to the mind 
clearly the suffering which must have been borne ; and 
between the lines, knowing that William of Newburgh 
was a monk, we can read the mental stress as well as the 
bodily strain which the monastic communities, then at 
their best, must have withstood.

From 1104 to 1197, and right through the thirteenth 
century, came another string of famine pestilences. The 
particular years affected were 1210, 1234, 1247, I257 to 
1259, 1271 and 1294. Some would be worse than others, 
but all would cause an increased mortality; and as 
before, Lancashire would suffer with the rest of the 
country.

K. THK KOUKTKKNTII CKNTUKY.

The first fifteen years of the fourteenth century were 
years of plenty. Then, in 1.515, came a famine and 
pestilence which were the worst in living memory and 
which lasted until the following year. Normal conditions 
returned, and, although Lancashire was badly hit by an 
incursion of the Scots in 1.522, Lancaster and Preston being 
sacked and burnt, when the year 1348 came, the people 
must have thought that they were free at last from 
pestilence and famine.

They were wrong terribly wrong for the summer of 
1348 saw the commencement of a visitation of plague 
which was to sweep the country from corner to corner, 
and was to slay between a third and a half of the popu 
lation the Black Death. At the time it was known as
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the pestilence, the great mortality, or the foreign death. 
Geoffrey le Baker, a contemporaneous chronicler, mentions 
as a particular symptom small black pustules on the 
skin. These came to be reckoned the peculiar mark of 
the plague and led later historians to name the outbreak 
the Black Death.

It was, of course, our old enemy plague partly bubonic 
but mainly pneumonic, hence the much exaggerated 
death-rate. Clyn, writing of his experiences, proves this 
when he states that " many died from carbuncles, and 
boils, and botches which grew on the legs and under the 
arms ; others from passion of the head, as if thrown into 
a frenzy ; others by vomiting blood." Another proof is 
afforded when he goes on to tell that those who touched 
even tin1 sick, let alone the dead, were infected. This 
contagious quality, and the vomiting of blood, both indi 
cate pneumonic plague rather than the bubonic type. 
So terror-stricken did even the religious become that they 
hardly dared to visit the sick or to bury the dead.

This pestilence came, as have others before and since, 
out of the East, and reached England by way of the 
Crimea, Constantinople, Venice, and France, having 
ravaged the whole of Europe on its way. Even the 
Scandinavian countries were affected. The exact date 
and locality of its arrival in this country have been 
recorded Melcombe Regis in Dorset, July, 1348. It 
spread rapidly, reaching London in the October of the 
same year. That summer and autumn were abnormally 
wet, and it would seem probable that the resultant 
general lowering of the vitality of the people would be 
a potent factor in the spreading of the pestilence.

In the following summer, 1349, Lancashire became 
infected, and the mortality was almost unbelievably high. 
The disease was swift in its action, " one day people were 
in high health, and the next day dead and buried." 
Sometimes death occurred within twelve hours of being
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infected, and usually within three days at the most. 
According to le Baker few of the upper class died, but of 
the common people and the clergy " a multitude known 
to God only." In the affected classes it was generally the 
youthful and healthy who were carried off, the old and 
ailing usually being spared. Often whole village's and 
hamlets were depopulated and left desolate, and through 
out the length and breadth of the land it was exceptional 
to find a single house unaffected. The iron of despair bit 
deep into men's souls, for none but a man without hope 
could write that " in order that what I have written shall 
not perish together with the writer, and this work shall 
not be destroyed, I leave my parchment to be continued, 
in the event that some one of Adam's race may survive 
the death and wish to continue the work I have begun."

A dispute between the Dean of Amoumlerness and the 
Archdeacon of Richmond has preserved to us some details 
of the effects of the Black Death in Lancashire which 
would otherwise be unknown. The dean, Adam of 
Kirkham, was proctor for the archdeacon, Henry of 
\Valton, in matters concerning the probate of wills, the 
administration of the goods of those who died intestate, 
and other money matters. When the dean rendered his 
account the archdeacon was dissatisfied he thought that 
he was not receiving enough. The matter was taken to 
court ; and the state of affairs, with a great mortality 
among the clergy, is shown by the fact that the dispute 
was taken before a local jury, instead of in an ecclesiastical 
court, as was usual for ecclesiastical matters at that time.

The record of this affair has come down to us and some 
very interesting facts emerge from the mass of legal 
verbiage, which is written in mediaeval French. It 
appears that the pestilence lasted from 8 September, 1349, 
until ii January following. During that time the chapel 
of the Magdalene at Preston was vacant for eight weeks. 
Other churches and chapels were affected, the churches of
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Garstang, and Kirkham with its chapel of Goosnargh, 
losing their vicars twice. Other clergy who died were 
the vicar of Poulton-lc-Fyldc the chapel of Bispham 
also being affected ; the vicar of Lancaster who also had 
the chapelry of Stalmine ; and the prior of Lytham.

In the parish of Preston 3,000 people died, of whom 
some 300 with property worth more than £"5 made wills. 
A few of these latter are named William Mirreson and 
his wife, Thomas Mareschal and his wife, Robert Litester 
and his wife, and John Tilleson, who was one of those 
in Preston who paid the Exchequer Lay Subsidy in 1332, 
and his wife. A further 200 whose goods were worth 
more than £5 died intestate Robert of Witeneye and 
his wife, the wife of Long Aubrey, Richard Waddere and 
his wife, and Jakke othc hil being named.

In Kirkham parish also 3,000 people fell victims to the 
pestilence. In this case, of people with goods worth more 
than £5, 600 made wills and 100 did not none is named.

Eight hundred parishioners of Poulton-le-Fylde died, 
of whom 200 with goods worth more than £5 made wills. 
Of these Robert of Thacherstions (?), Richard of Ellale, 
Richard of Marton, and the wife of Roger Pans, are 
named. Richard of Ellale, living in Thornton township 
of Poulton parish, paid the subsidy in 1332. Forty 
parishioners of Poulton with goods worth more than £5 
died intestate.

Of the inhabitants of Lancaster parish 3,000 died, of 
whom 400 whose property was worth more than £"5 made 
wills, and 80 did not.

In Garstang parish the dead amounted to 2,000 ; 300 
with goods worth over £5 making wills and 140 dying 
intestate. Victims named are Adam Hannemagh, Robert 
Taylor, the wife of Mathew Walker, William the Cooper, 
and John of Staunford who, living in Claughton township, 
contributed to the 1332 lay subsidy.

The deaths in the parish of Cockorham numbered 1,000 ;
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300 of them with property worth more than £5 making 
wills and 40 not so doing. William of Fourneis, the wife 
of Richard of Guncestre, Thomas Belan, Roger Hanson, 
and the wife of Adam Slauk are named. From another 
source we learn that the rectory tithes of Cockerham 
were halved, so great was the mortality there.

In the case of the parish of Ribchester an error, probably 
clerical, has been made ; because although only a hundred 
are said to have died, no had goods worth more than £5, 
70 of them making wills and 40 dying intestate. We can 
safely assume that the 70 and the 40 are correct, as it is 
on these figures that the money claims were made. The 
total number of deaths in the parish of Ribchester must 
have been at least 400.

In the total figure for the parish of I.ytham, also, an 
error has been made. Although So with goods worth 
more than £5 made wills, and a further So died intestate, 
only a total of 140 are said to have died. The actual 
number must have been at least 500.

A further mistake has been made in the total number 
of dead in the parish of St. Michael's, 50 people with goods 
worth more; than £5 made wills and 40 did not yet a total 
of only So is shown. The true figure must have been in 
the region of 300.

With the last parish of the deanery of Amonnderness 
a double mistake has been made one of name, and the 
other, like those mentioned above, in the total number 
of victims. On the manuscript the parish is named 
Poulton, but as there is only one parish of Poult on in the 
deanery this must be wrong. There is, however, a parish 
which is not otherwise named -Chipping ; so without 
doubt this second Poulton refers to Chipping. That it 
is not the first Poulton which should be named Chipping 
is shown by the fact that the names mentioned are 
attributable to Poulton-le-Fylde. Of the dead in Chipping 
whose estates were worth more than £5, 40 were said to
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have left wills and 20 died intestate but only 60 are given 
as having died. Granted that this balances, but it does 
not take into account the deaths of those whose goods were 
worth less than £5, and we cannot possibly assume that 
there were none of these. Judging from other parishes, 
there must have been at least 200 deaths in the parish 
of Chipping.

Some doubt has been cast upon the correctness of the 
figures in this dispute. They are said to have been 
exaggerated by panic and by that inherent inaccuracy 
from which mediaeval calculations were liable to suffer. 
It must be admitted, as there were no official statistics 
in those1 days, that the total numbers of deaths in each 
parish were only approximations the' roundness of the 
figures shows this. Hut approximations are not a very 
long way from being exact. The figures were provided 
by a local jury, and they would know only too well 
whether the mortality had been in hundreds or thousands, 
even if they did not know the figures exactly. This docu 
ment shows, if nothing else, that north Lancashire suffered 
tremendous losses from the ravages of the Black Death.

The remainder of the county was affected also, without 
doubt just as severely as was the. deanery of Amounder- 
ness, but unfortunately we have not such detailed 
accounts. Over the Sands, the prior of Cartmel died ; 
while in south Lancashire seven benefices became vacant 
as a result of the pestilence. These were the parishes of 
Childwall, Huyton, Whalley, Winwick, Kccles, and Roch 
dale. That death had thinned the ranks of the clergy to 
a very great extent is shown by the fact that the vicarage 
of Rochdale was vacant for eight months.

A significant entry on the Assize Rolls shows that 
William of Liverpool endeavoured to wrong his lord by 
causing one-third of the inhabitants of Everton, after 
their death from the pestilence, to be carried to his house, 
where, presumably, they were buried instead of in the
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proper place. \Yilliam of Liverpool was extremely 
fortunate not to have been infected himself.

The south-east of the comity was no more immune 
from the pestilence than the rest, for the Bishop of Lich- 
iiekl allowed the consecration of a graveyard at the 
chapel of Didsbury. It appears that the bishop had had 
testimony of the inhabitants' " devotion in the time of 
the late pestilence " when there had been so many dead 
that it had been impossible to carry them to the parish 
church at Manchester for burial.

The Black Death, unparalleled in its intensity, had 
many effects, direct and indirect, on the lives of the 
people ; but in no sphere were tho.-^e effects so great as 
in the relationship between the labourer and his employer. 
Anything from a third to a half of the population had 
been killed with appalling suddenness and the agricultural 
labourer found that instead of being a mere chattel he 
had become a factor of great importance in the economic 
life of the country. He was in demand, and the demand 
was greater than the supply. The- result was a natural 
one wages rose. Soon the labourer reali/.ed that he had 
the upper hand, that he could set his own price on his 
work. Naturally it was not long before wages were being 
paid which were quite unreasonable, and the Government 
had to do something about it. The remedy for the wage 
difficulty was contained in the Statute of Labourers, 
enacted in 1351. The basis of this law was that wages 
were to be brought down to the level at which they stood 
before the coming of the pestilence. Somewhat naturally, 
this was not immediately effective, although it provided 
that punishment would be inflicted both on the labourer 
who accepted enhanced wages and on the employer who 
offered them. In 1351 an inquisition was held at Preston 
to deal with the great number of offences against the 
Statute.

The year 1361, when the country had not yet fully
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recovered from the devastation caused by the Black 
Death, saw another outbreak of pestilence. It is usually 
referred to in contemporaneous documents as " the 
second pestilence " or " the pestilence' of the children " ; 
in one Lancashire record, however, it is called " the 
forine dethe." Fortunately, although it was very severe, 
it did not slay as many people as had its predecessor ; 
and this time it struck at a different section of the com 
munity. Whereas the 1341) pestilence had found its 
victims among the poor and the clergy, the outbreak of 
1361 in the main affected the upper ranks of society and, as 
one of its names suggests, children. One of the most im 
portant of the nobility to be struck down was Henry, the 
first Duke of Lancaster, father-in-law of John of Gaunt.

The clergy were not entirely free from infection this 
time, for Pope Urban V sent a faculty to the Abbot of 
Croxton in Leicestershire for him to have twelve canons 
of Croxton and its daughter-house ("ockersand ordained 
priests in their twenty-first year. This was necessary 
because there were few priests in the churches and monas 
teries of the Premonstratensian Order on account of the 
pestilence'.

Liverpool suffered badly in this 1361 outbreak so 
badly that the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, in whose 
diocese Liverpool then was, issued a licence to the burghers 
to enable them to bury the victims at the chapel of St. 
Nicholas. He did this because he had been informed 
that " there is a pestilence or plague of a malignant nature 
in those parts and chiefly with you, which a.s we are 
informed daily increases." The licence was, however, 
only operative from the date of its being granted, 3 Sep 
tember, until " the feast of the Nativity of our Lord," 
25 December. After that date a further licence would 
have to be applied for if necessary.

Another part of south Lancashire which was affected 
was the neighbourhood of Culcheth. The pestilence there
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had such an effect on the minds of the inhabitants that 
it was considered as marking an epoch. In a land dispute 
all the witnesses swore their age' in the manner of "Richard 
Wylkynsone the Wright " who " sworne and examynt, 
sais on his othe that he was xl yere olde at the forine 
dethe."

In 1379 the pestilence stalked through the land again, 
but this time it was confined to the northern counties. 
A petition was sent to the King praying that he would 
" consider the very great hurt and damage which they 
have suffered, and are still suffering, both by pestilence 
and by the continual devastations of the Scots enemy." 
The character of the Scots is shown by the fact that they 
continued to make their raids over the border, notwith 
standing the danger which they ran from the pestilence. 
They realized the risk, however, for they went forth with 
a prayer on their lips : " God and Sen Mungo, Sen Ninian 
and Seynt Andrew, scheld us this day and ilka day fro 
Goddis grace and the foule dethe tlint Ynglesslunen dyene 
upon."

From 1379 there was a passing of eleven years without 
an outbreak of plague in Lancashire. Then in 1390 there 
came a recurrence which was so prolonged and so fatal 
that it can be compared with the Black Death. It lasted 
until 1391, in which year the mortality was greater than 
in 1390. We have no records of this relating specifically 
to Lancashire, but there art- contemporaneous reference's 
to events in the north in general naturally Lancashire is 
included in these. It appears that there were two years 
of great scarcity which were made much worse by six 
weeks of continual gloom in the second July and August. 
The people viewed this phenomenon with superstitious 
awe, and the subsequent coming of the pestilence would 
make them quite certain that the curse of God was upon 
them. It was said that at York 11,000 people had 
perished.
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A brief breathing time of. eight years followed until, 
in 1399, tli<-' people of the north sent a petition to Henry 
IV praying that he would send assistance because there 
was a great pestilence sweeping the northern counties, 
with the result that there were not enough able-bodied 
men left alive to defend the Scottish marches. When 
this outbreak ceased a comparatively long period elapsed 
before the pestilence came to Lancashire again.

 1. THE FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH CENTURIES.

Twenty-four years is a generation, and in those times, 
when the average duration of life was much shorter than 
it is now, there would be many people who knew of plague 
only by repute when it came again in the summer of 1423. 
It was, so far as is known, confined to the north of Lanca 
shire. A precept was issued to the sheriff commanding 
him to have it proclaimed all over the county that the 
sessions which were to have been held at Lancaster would 
be adjourned to Preston. This was necessary because

" the King had heard both by vulgar report and tin1 credible 
testimony of honest men, that in certain ]xirts of Lancashire, 
and especially in Lancaster, there was.raging so great a mortality 
that a large portion of the people there, from the corrupt and 
pestiferous air, infected with divers infirmities and deadly diseases, 
were dying rapidly, and the survivors were quitting the place 
from dread of death, so that the lands remained unfilled, and the 
most grievous desolation reigned where lute was plenty."

After this northern pestilence of 142.; a long period of 
forty-three years passed before the plague came again  
and again it was the northern part of the county which 
was affected. As in 1423, so it was in i46(> the ravages 
of the disease1 made it necessary for the assizes to be 
adjourned " for this time only " to Preston.

In the year 1485 came the first epidemic of sweating- 
sickness, an unpromising start for a new dynasty. The
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country as a whole suffered greatly, though there is no 
direct evidence that Lancashire was visited. However 
the disease was so virulent and widespread that we can 
be assured that in 1485, and in the subsequent visits of 
1507 and 1517, Lancashire did not get off scot-free.

If there were such a thing as a red-letter year 15.38 
would certainly be one ; for it was in 1538 that the keep 
ing of parish registers of births, marriages, and deaths 
commenced. These lists are of paramount importance 
in the tracing of outbreaks of epidemic disease. A sudden 
leap in the number of deaths in any one year, as compared 
with preceding and succeeding years, is certainly due to 
an outbreak of fatal disease. In some cases the parish 
registers are the only indication of this which we have ; 
because unless the disease spread over a wide area, it is 
unlikely to be referred to in any other class of record.

Unfortunately the registers were not kept with uniform 
can'. In some few parishes they are complete from 1538 
to the present day, but many of them, particularly for the 
earlier years, were kept very irregularly. The earlier 
registers of some parishes have disappeared completely. 
The usefulness of parish registers is not confined to the 
bare lists of names and dates, for sometimes a parish 
clerk would add illuminating notes surh as, that certain 
deaths were due to plague, or that a great sickness had 
visited the parish from such-a-date to sucli-a-date.

In 1540 Liverpool was nearly depopulated, and a sudden 
rise in the number of deaths in Croston parish for the 
months of January and February, 1540/1, can only be 
put down to the same cause. The corporation of Liver 
pool tackled the situation to the best of its ability and 
the following by-law was brought into operation :

" It is ordered and decreyed by the mayre and his brethern, 
with a full assente and consent of all they biirnesies, that all 
persons that may happe to be visite with the pestilence in the 
sayd towne, that every of theyme shall depart out of theyr

D
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howsies and make theyre cabbanes on the Heathe, and theare to 
tarie from the feast of thannunciacion of our Ladye [25 March] 
unto the feast of Saynct Myghhell tharcaungell [29 September], 
and from the sayd feaste of Saynct Myghhell unto the sayd feast 
of thannunciacion of our Ladie to kepe theym on the backsydes 
of theyr howsies, and keape theyr doores and wyndoys shutte on 
the streete syde unto such tyme as they have licence of the 
mayre to open thayme, and that they kepe noe fyere in theyr 
howsies but betwene XII and III of the clocke at after none, 
and that no other person nor persons be of famulie conversacion 
or dwell with theym uppon payne of imprisonement, and to kepe 
[to] theyr owne howsies. And that they walke in noe stretes 
excepte a reasonable cause, and theyr howses to be sclansed 
[cleaned], dressyd and dyght with such as shalbe apoynted by 
mayster mayre for the savegard of the towne."

This is a remarkable effort for a tiny provincial town 
during the first half of the sixteenth century, and shows 
that any failure on the part of the Liverpool authorities 
was not for want of consideration and action. The pity 
is that it was of no avail; their ignorance of the true 
cause of plague rendered the regulations useless. We 
can presume that the isolation, if rigorously carried out, 
may have helped to prevent the spreading of pneumonic 
plague, but it would not help in the cases of the more 
frequent bubonic variety.

This plague of 1540 was the precursor of the last appear 
ance of the sweating sickness which, in 1551, ravaged 
the whole country. The month of August saw hosts of 
people struck down without warning, and the disease 
ceased as suddenly as it had commenced. At Whalley, 
although there were only 3 burials in July and i in Sep 
tember, there were 17 in August ; at Whittington, out of 
20 deaths in the year, 14 were in August; while at 
Ulverston, with i in July and 4 in September, in that 
same fatal August there were 42 buried.

The four years from 1555 to 1558 were years of bad 
health throughout Europe. Dr. Creighton suggests that 
the diseases were of the types of dysentery, typhus and
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influenza. Writing of the year 1557 Wriothesley, a 
contemporary, states that in " this summer reigned in 
England divers strange and new sicknesses, taking men 
and women in their heads." Another writer of the time 
tells us that in the beginning of 1558 many of the richest 
men in England died " of a strange fever."

So far as Lancashire is concerned, with one exception 
the south of the county only seems to have been affected. 
The exception was the parish of Whittington in Lonsdale, 
where there were 31 deaths in 1558, as compared with 
a normal rate of about one a month. South of the 
Ribble, Liverpool in particular was badly hit, about a 
quarter of the population being killed. The Town 
Books say that the previous year had also been a bad one. 
There was " a great plage " in Manchester, and the 
authorities of Liverpool were very concerned over the 
danger of its spreading to their town. Unfortunately 
it did so, and an unlucky Irishman, with the Welsh name 
of John Hughes, was held to be responsible. He was 
accused of having been ill when he arrived in the town 
from Manchester and of having taken his dirty clothes to 
be washed at the house of a certain Nicholas Braye. A 
child of Braye contracted the disease and died. Hughes 
was brought before the mayor and underwent severe 
questioning, but the accusations could not be proved. 
However, whether he had carried the plague, or it had 
come by some other channel, several others in the same 
house died shortly after, " and so after that it increased 
daily and daily to a great number, that died between St. 
Lawrence's day [10 August] and Martlemas [n Novem 
ber] then next after, the whole number of 240 and odd 
persons." The severity of the outbreak was such that 
the St. Martin's fair was cancelled and no market was 
held during a period of three months. Presumably the 
old by-law of 1540 was enforced during this time, for on 
9 January, 1558/9, we hear of one Ellen Denton, who was
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ordered to " avoyde the towne to some convenient place 
wyth all expedicion, untyll God send her helthe and 
amendement of her desease, which is by estimacion the 
plage."

The parish registers show that in three other towns of 
south Lancashire there was an increased death-rate in 
that summer of 1558. At Ormskirk in June there were 
9 deaths, in July 17, in August 30 and in September 22. 
Then there was a sudden cessation, for in October there 
were no deaths, followed by a normal 7 in November. 
Although the Prescot registers do not go back as far as 
this, the increased number of post-mortem inquisitions 
m 1557-9 is evidence that Prescot did not come off 
scatheless. The newly discovered Prescot churchwardens 
accounts, although not specifically mentioning plague, 
show a larger number of receipts for burials than in normal 
years. Payments for torches suggest that many burials 
were made at night, a practice frequent at times of 
epidemics of plague. 1 Croston was affected 6 deaths in 
July, an increase to 20 in August, 22 in September, 12 in 
October, and a normal 7 in November. The other place 
was Standish, where the pestilence appears to have been 
of shorter duration ; for while there were 4 deaths in 
June and 10 in July there was a leap in August to 26 
and a more sudden drop to 2 in September.

It is extremely unlikely that the plague was confined to 
the above-mentioned places. It just happens that they 
are among the few parishes whose early registers have 
been preserved. The plague is almost sure to have raged 
in a number of parishes whose extant registers do not 
commence until a later date. From this time onward the 
registers indicate that plague was endemic in Lancashire 
until the latter part of the seventeenth century. There

1 It is possible, of course, that the torches were used for ceremonial purposes, 
or as a means of disinfection. Cox, Cliurcliirardi-ns' Accounts (p. 319), quotes 
instances of the burning of resin and other deodorants in the churches in 
times of plague.
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are few years in which there is not a heavy mortality in 
some part. Sometimes a group of associated parishes 
was affected and sometimes the disease blazed forth and 
all or most of the county had its victims.

In 1562 there is a bare record that the plague broke out 
in Preston, but no details are known ; it was a Guild year. 
Two years later Oldham was affected, but not, apparently, 
with any severity. The total number of deaths during 
the year was 32, the average being 23. The following 
year, 1565, it was the turn of Manchester. Hollingworth 
writes that in that year " there was a sore sicknesse in 
Manchester and about it, of which very many died." At 
Kirkham, which is fortunate in having very complete 
registers from 1539, there was a normal death-roll of 7 
in January, 1565/6. This increased in February to 13 
and again in March to 24. Then in April there was a 
slight drop to 23, followed by a further drop to 16 in May. 
June had a normal 9.

A healthy period of six years brings us to 1572, in which 
and the following year Lancashire north of the Sands was 
badly affected. The average number of deaths per year 
in Hawkshead parish was 38, but in 1572 there were 60, 
and in 1573 67. From October, 1572 to May, 1573 there 
were 68 burials in Dalton-in-Furness parish ; in a healthy 
year there would have been about 12. One southern 
parish, Aughton near Ormskirk, seems to have been 
affected, for there were 21 burials in 1572, although the 
average number per year was only about 6.

In 1574 the parish of Warton, near Lancaster, had its 
average death-rate of 25 per year raised to 46. Some of 
these figures may seem rather small, but it must be 
remembered that the population was only the veriest 
fraction of what it now is. Some of the towns and cities 
whose inhabitants are now numbered into the hundreds 
of thousands were then little more than villages, with 
populations of a few thousand, or even a few hundred.
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Consequently the tragedy of some of these outbreaks of 
disease is to be measured, not by the bare figures, but 
by the comparison of those figures to the normal of the 
period.

Hawksheacl was again visited in 1577, when there were 
86 deaths. This called for a note in the parish register 
to the effect that " in this month [of November] began 
the pestilent sickness in this parish, which was brought by 
one George Barwick." This same year Kirkham was 
again affected, and this time the plague lingered, with 
a lull of a few months in the summer of 1578, for nearly 
two years. The fluctuation can perhaps best be shown 
in tabular form :

1577-8-

1578-9-

January
February
October
November . ,
December . ,
January

5 March
13 April

8 February . .
ii March

. 23 April
36 May

30 May
19 June
35 June
23 July
27 August . .
H

15

7
28
23
10

The neighbouring parish of Garstang suffered to some 
extent, for in December, 1578, and the January following, 
there were more than the average number of burials.

Fear of the coming of the plague prompted the keeping 
of watch and ward in Liverpool. The following occurs in 
the Town Books under the date of April, 1578 :

"... hearing that the sicknes or plague was ceased in East- 
ham, the watche of long tyme kcpte ther for was dischardged."

It is not clear as to whether this refers to Eastham in 
the Wirral or to a locality called Eastham in Liverpool. 
It may have been that certain infected houses in the latter 
had been shut up and watch kept to ensure their remaining 
so ; although in that case one would expect further refer 
ence to the outbreak in the Town Books, whereas there is 
nothing. On the other hand, it would be quite natural 
for watch to be kept at the town's boundary to prevent
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any infected person coming to Liverpool from Eastham 
in Cheshire.

After 1578 another healthy period ensued, lasting until 
1583, in which year Oldham's average of 23 deaths per 
year was raised to 39, followed by 45 in 1584. In January, 
February and March of 1583/4 there were 33 deaths in 
the parish of Dalton-in-Furness, where normally there 
would have been only 5 or 6. Next, Manchester was again 
infected ; 14 was the average number of deaths per month, 
but in the eight months from September, 1585, to April, 
1586, there were 189. Worse was to follow from 
February, 1586/7, to January, 1588/9, the deaths totalled 
734. In April, 1588, alone there were 70.

Burnley was another suffering locality at this time. 
Eight deaths in a month was a normal figure, but from 
January 1586/7 to the January following there were 172. 
The years 1586 and 1587 were also bad ones in Warton, 
where the average was 25 1586 had 48 deaths and 1587 
54. And Whalley, with a monthly average of 4, lost 93 
of its inhabitants in the ten months from February, 
1586/7 ; while Clitheroe registers show 34 deaths in 1586 
and 54 in 1587, although the average number was only 
19 per year. In this same quarter of the county is Great 
Harwood, where the average number of burials per year 
at this period was about 12 ; in 1585 there were 20 deaths, 
the same number in 1586, and in 1587, 24. Oldham's 
average was trebled in 1587 and Garstang parish had 133 
deaths between November, 1587, and June, 1588 the 
normal was about 7 per month. In the north-east of 
Lancashire the parish of Whittington suffered, for in 1587 
there was double the usual number of interments.

The fact that the next increased mortality was, with 
one exception, confined to the summer months, suggests 
that the disease was typhus or spotted fever. In July, 
1590, there were 20 deaths in Ormskirk parish, although 
the average per month was only 6. In the same month
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the disease broke out in five parishes in south-east 
Lancashire Middleton, Didsbury, Eccles, Oldham and 
Manchester. The end of the month saw it gone from 
Middleton, after it had killed 18 people ; from Manchester, 
where there were 53 deaths ; and from Ormskirk, where 
there were 31. All these were considerably above the 
average. In the other three parishes September was also 
a bad month in Eccles the disease lingered until Novem 
ber. One other parish was affected, Whalley, where there 
were 13 deaths in August and 10 in September; the 
average per month was 3.

In the next summer the disease came again, and this 
time more northerly parishes suffered, although Ormskirk 
was still a centre of infection which lasted from August to 
December, in which time 77 burials were recorded. The 
average number for a similar period was about 30. 
Whalley parish had 18 deaths in the August and 10 in the 
September. In Great Harwood there were usually about 
12 deaths in a year, but for several years this average was 
exceeded, there being 21 in 1591, 22 in 1592, 24 in 1593, 
18 in 1594, 21 in 1595, 19 in 1596, and 36 in 1597. ^n 
1591 also there were 67 deaths in the parish of Hawkshead, 
most of them during the summer months.

The summer of 1592 brought sadness to Cartmel, for 
although the normal number of deaths was 5 a month, 
in that year there were 41 during the four months from 
July in September alone there were 18. That same 
summer and the one following, there were many deaths in 
Oldham parish, 1593 being particularly bad, there being 
84 deaths as compared with the average of about 23. 
Dalton-in-Furness parish had 52 deaths during the months 
of August, September and October, 1593. Under normal 
conditions there would have been only 5 or 6 in this period.

In the register of the collegiate church of Manchester 
there is an interesting and significant entry. Under the 
date of 7 April, 1594, it states that " Mary daughter to
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Rauffe Cloughe of Faylcsworth being xviij weeks old 
before it came to baptysme for that the plague was then 
very contagious in dough's house." This shows very 
plainly that at that time there were sporadic cases of 
plague which, by good fortune, did not always develop into 
an epidemic. The number of deaths in Manchester parish 
in that year was about average.

Lancashire, except for Great Harwood mentioned 
above, was free from serious disease until 1595, in which 
year Childwall parish became affected and remained so for 
several years. In the six years up to and including 1600 
there were 274 burials, although in a similar period free 
from illness there would have been about 150. In Novem 
ber, 1596, there were 9 deaths in Ormskirk parish, as 
compared with the average of 4 ; and during the succeed 
ing sixteen months, until March, 1598, there were 197 
burials. In normal times there would have been about 
50 during a similar period. Burnley was the next place 
to be affected, in the thirteen months from April, 1597, 
there being 167 people buried, where normally there would 
have been about 40.

This was an unhealthy period throughout the northern 
counties, for in January, 1597, the Dean of Durham wrote 
to the effect that want and waste had crept into North 
umberland, Westmorland and Cumberland, and that the 
scarcity of food was such that people travelled from 
Carlisle to Durham, a distance of about sixty miles over 

.some of the worst country in the kingdom, to buy bread. 
In some places, usually well populated, it was possible to 
journey twenty miles without seeing a single inhabitant. 
This necessity of travelling far and wide, together with 
the lowered vitality from semi-starvation, was instru 
mental in the spreading of the plague from one district to 
another. The dean goes on to state that " tenants cannot 
pay their rents : then whole families are turned out, and 
poor boroughs are pestered with four or five families under
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one roof." These conditions would apply in Lancashire 
also, as is confirmed by the abnormal number of deaths.

A northern parish which was affected was Whittington 
in Lonsdale. Here, although there were normally only 
about 12 deaths in a year, there were 29 during 1597. 
In the next year there were treble the usual burials in 
the nearby parish of Halton. Poulton-le-Fylde had a bad 
six months from November 1597 to April 1598 although 
the average number of interments was only 6 per month, 
during the plague period there were in. The Fylde 
must have suffered greatly, for the same November saw 
the plague break out in Kirkham parish, and there it 
continued a month longer than at Poulton. Although 
there were usually about 9 burials a month, during the 
pestilence there were 151.

Manchester also was seriously affected, the plague 
commencing in December, 1597, and continuing until 
October, 1598. During that time 419 deaths occurred, 
as compared with an average of about 12 per month. 
Aughton, near Ormskirk, had 37 deaths in 1597, although 
the average number at this time was only about 14.

Parishes over the Sands suffered greatly during these 
pestilential years. The plague started in the parish of 
Dalton-in-Furness in December, 1596 ; and during the 
five months until May, 1597, 64 deaths took place, April 
being the worst month with 26. During the summer the 
disease seems to have died down, but it returned in the 
October and in the five months until February, 1597/8, 
there were 38 deaths. At this period the average number 
of deaths in Dalton parish would be about 8.

In the eight months commencing with October, 1597, 
there were 128 burials registered in Cartmel, where 
normally there would have been about 35. In 1598 there 
was double the normal number of deaths in Hawkshead 
parish.

Towards the end of the summer of 1598 more agreeable
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conditions came, and for about four years the county was 
free from any serious outbreak of disease. Doubtless as 
the sixteenth century drew to a close many fervent hopes 
were expressed that the continual shadow of the pestilence, 
under which the people had lived for so long, would fade, 
and that the next century would herald a time free from 
that ghastly fear of infection which was almost an inherent 
part of the mental make-up.

5. THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY : THE FIRST 
DECADE.

The hopes of many that the dawn of the seventeenth 
century was the harbinger of a time when the horrors of 
the plague would cease to be a Sword of Damocles hanging 
over all, were to be realized. Before the century closed 
plague really had, for practical purposes, become extinct 
in this country ; indeed, so far as Lancashire is concerned, 
it disappeared soon after the turn of the century. But 
before that happy time arrived there were to be some 
visitations which were so bad that any that had gone 
before, with the possible exception of the Black Death 
itself, paled almost to insignificance ; in fact the visitation 
of 1631 in Preston was probably quite as bad as the Black 
Death, for a third of the population died.

The worst outbreaks were in the larger towns, where 
the people were herded together in rat-infested hovels. 
In such places the contagious pneumonic plague would 
spread like wildfire, and the greater part of the inhabitants 
was doomed to a horrible death. Some took safety in 
flight, but often this was rendered difficult by outside 
authorities and the stricken town became a closed box, 
with neither ingress nor egress until the poison had 
worked itself out.

Two years of the new century passed without the 
alarms being sounded, and as month succeeded month the
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hope of freedom would mount higher. Unfortunately in 
April, 1603, those hopes were dashed plague broke out 
in Wigan, and in the four months until August there were 
68 deaths, where- normally there would have been about 
30. That was the signal for a flutter of fear to pass round 
the county. At the October Quarter Sessions held at 
Preston it was ordered that watch and ward be kept in 
each township night and day. This was to prevent any 
one who might carry the infection moving from place to 
place ; the order was to be in force for twelve months. 
At the Manchester Sessions a few days later men were 
appointed to consider how watch and ward could best be 
kept " during this time of the visitation of the plague." 
In the records of the Court Leet of Manchester there is 
a passing reference to " theise dangerous tymes of 
Infeccion."

Everyone was fearful, and great care was taken to 
ensure no case of plague being missed and becoming the 
root of another outbreak. At the Lancaster Quarter 
Sessions in October, 1603, a certain Lawrence Houseman 
had a warrant of good behaviour issued against him, but, 
significantly, it was not to be put into force until it was 
settled, beyond doubt, as to whether or not he was infected 
with plague. As late as the autumn of 1604 watch and 
ward was still in practice at Ince-in-Makerfield, for at the 
Wigan Quarter Sessions it was decided that the cost should 
fall upon all the inhabitants. At the same meeting a 
decision was made that a certain Widow Platt should 
have the care of a man infected with plague until the next 
Sessions. The significance of this is not clear ; it may 
be that Widow Platt li^ed in some isolated district where 
there was little likelihood of the sick man's infecting 
others but why should Widow Platt run the risk ?

The following year, 1605, was one of the worst in the 
history of Lancashire, particularly in the south-eastern 
corner of the county. Manchester and Salford were very
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sorely stricken, one contemporaneous diarist writing that 
about 2,200 people died in Manchester. This is somewhat 
of an exaggeration, unless it refers to the district of 
Manchester, for the figures taken from the registers of the 
collegiate church are not quite so large as that.

The pestilence appears to have started in the April, 
when there were 34 deaths, as compared with a normal 
dozen or so. The peak was reached in July when there 
were 295 burials, and the normal was regained in the 
November. In seven months there were 965 deaths. 
Some other facts indicative of the extreme nature of the 
plague can be gleaned from the pages of the registers. For 
example, in the entries for August is a note which reads : 
" There was no christenings by reason of the extremitye of 
the sickenes." Also, the parish clerk was normally in 
the habit of enlarging a little on the names of the deceased 
by giving some indication as to what part of the parish 
they had come from ; but after the middle of June he got. 
tired of doing this, the entries were becoming too frequent, 
so the name only occurs. Although, contrary to expec 
tations, the pestilence died down at the end of October 
there were sporadic cases, and from November until the 
end of the January following such deaths as were not from 
plague were marked so in the register.

In the register of the chapel of Didsbury, under the 
date of 24 August, is recorded the death of " John Chorlton 
of Diddesburye ex suspicione pestilentia." The suspicion 
must have been well-founded, for all the deaths in 
September, fifteen of them, are described as being " ex 
pestilentia," as are three of the five deaths in the October. 
In the registers of the adjacent parish of Stockport 
51 deaths between 8 March, 1605/6, and 14 August 
following are distinguished as being of the plague.

Although the plague was mainly in the south-east, two 
other parishes of Lancashire were infected. Standish 
had an increased mortality in January and February,



42 A History of Plague in Lancashire.

1605/6, and in Caton, in Lonsdale, there was twice the 
normal number of people buried during the year.

Among the victims in Manchester were the chaplain 
of the collegiate church, his wife, and four children. 
Many other families were wiped out, and in others only 
one or two of a large family were left. Theirs was, per 
haps, the greater suffering. The distressing scenes which 
must have taken place are well imagined from the case 
of the Arrowsmith family Ralph Arrowsmith died on 
2 August, his wife on the 3rd and children on the 8th, 
I2th, I3th and igth of the same month. Hollingworth 
tells us that " Mr. Burn preached in the town so long 
as he durst (by reason of the unruliness of the infected 
persons and want of Government), and then he went and 
preached in a field near to Shooter's Brook, the Town's 
people being on one side him and the country people on 
the other."

Hollingworth rather suggests that the local authorities 
were not doing their duty by allowing the people to get 
out of hand. The situation was a difficult one, and they 
are hardly to blame if they were not equal to it. An 
unruly mob is a difficult enough proposition in these days, 
even with our highly trained police forces. In the seven 
teenth century there were no police or any satisfactory 
substitute.

The justices of the peace were quite alive to their 
responsibilities and did the best that circumstances per 
mitted. On 9 June, such of the constables of Manchester 
and their assistants as could be spared, were summoned 
to a meeting near Ordsall Hall, to discuss with the justices 
the disorder which had been occurring in Manchester. 
They were instructed to bring with them creditable wit 
nesses who could give an account of the outrages and 
describe the ringleader. Unfortunately we do not know 
what took place at the meeting, although either then or 
shortly afterwards rules were made whereby all who came
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into the town from other parts were required to produce 
a certificate proving that they were free from infection, 
and were peaceable folk not likely to join in any disorder. 
The following document illustrates the form which this 
certificate took. It is addressed to the justices of the 
peace, gentlemen, and inhabitants in and near the town 
of Manchester :

" Forasmuch as we are requyred by this Bearer to certifie or 
knowledge touchinge the carriags and behaviors of John Warrant, 
Henry Broocke, Ellen Fowlke, and Cicelie Smyth (late of this 
Towne and no we remayninge in yor Towne of Manchester), 
whilst the sicknes and visitacion remayned in this Towne we 
whose names are subscribed have thought good, for yor better 
satisfaccion therein, to certifie you of the trueth therein, and doe 
hereby sygnyfye unto you that the said severall persons were 
in the late vizitacion here severalie visited with the said sicknes, 
but bothe in the tyme of their sicknes and duringe all the tyme 
of the visitacion in this Towne the said persons did everye of 
them carye and demeane themselves orderlie and in good sorte 
without doeinge or offeringe to doc anythinge that might breede 
any danger or infeccion to their neighbours or any others, and 
this we doe assure you to be true, and leave further to trouble 
you."

This verbose certificate is dated from Nantwich, 
Cheshire, on 3 July, 1605, and bears twelve signatures.

In August, a certain Philip Fitton of Moston won for 
himself lasting fame, for the records of his misdeeds have 
come down to us in the following inimitably worded order :

" Whereas I am credibly informed by dyvers honest men of 
good accounte and credytt that one Phillip Fyton of Moston, 
laborer, is of evell demeanour, behavinge himselfe leaudly and 
dangerously in goinge to the places and persons infected with the 
plaige, and from thence bringinge apparrel, and wearinge the 
same dayly, and wandringe abroade in the dayetyme, and in 
the niglvte lyinge in outhowsinge of dyvers of the inhabitants of 
Moston, to the great greefe and daunger of the said inhabitants 
thear ; and although the said Fyton hath heartoffore bene 
chayned within his Cabynne by the conestables of Moston, by 
that meanes thinkinge to have kept them selves from the danger
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and harme which by his meanes and dissordercd behavior might 
insue, Yett neverthclesse he hathe broken the chayne and hath 
lowsed himselfe from these bondes and utterly denyeth to be 
obedyente and to be governed as the course of Lawe in that casse 
requireth ; the premisses considered, thes are to will and require 
you, and neverthelesse in his majesties name to charge and 
comand you the Conestables and officers of the towne of Man 
chester, that you presently receave into yor donngeon or prisson 
of Manchester and Salford the body of the said Phillip Fyton, 
thear to remayne uppon the costes and charges of the said Towne 
of Moston tyll further order be taken."

Poor Philip Fitton he would not be treated very 
gently. So he goes back to the obscurity from which he 
came, after giving us a delightful cameo of one aspect 
of the trials and tribulations of a plague-stricken com 
munity.

An attempt at isolation was made. A dispute had been 
going on for some time between the townspeople and the 
lord of the manor, Rowland Mosley, over the ownership 
of part of the common at Colly hurst. The coming of the 
plague brought a settlement whereby six acres of the 
" debateable land " were set aside, on which to build 
cabins for the infected persons. Not only did it become 
an isolation hospital but a cemetery also, for many of the 
victims of plague were cast into common pits there. In 
addition to the six acres, a yearly rent charge of £10 on 
part of the enclosed common was payable to the Borough- 
reeves of Manchester as a charity for medical aid. This 
charity still exists and is worth now approximately £400 
a year.

The poor were in a terrible plight, and the sums normally 
required for parish relief were very soon finished. The 
only way in which money could be raised was by a special 
rate for the purpose of aiding the poor and infected, so 
the Act of 1603 (see p. 12), was used for the first, but by 
no means the last, time in Lancashire.

On 16 May, 1605, a tax was levied by the authority of
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the justices of the peace and the constables " for the 
Reelyfe of such as be infected and suspected." This local 
tax soon proved insufficient, so on 17 July a special session 
of the Peace was held at Newton Chapel, and a tax laid 
upon the whole of Salford hundred which provided for the 
collection of £56 weekly. [See Appendix A I.] During 
the first week 1,157 people received monetary assistance. 
The following are examples of other types of payment 
made the pesthouse, of course, referring to the colony 
at Collyhurst :

Imprimis for coalcs to the Pesthouse xvj' 1 
Item for bearinge a Fardel of clothes to the Pesthouse iij (1 

to John Browne and his wyt'fe iiij B 
,, paid for wyndinge Kalphe Diconson viij*1 
,, paid strawe to the Pesthouse for Marshall's Fowlkes iiij'1 
,, to those at the Pesthouse vij" 
,, payd to two for helping to beare Amu: Hibbye to the!

churche J V11J 

,, paid for Mr. Foxe parte of the Rente of the Pesthouse iij s iij'1 
payd for writing a note to gyve waminge for unlaw-1 

full assemblies /' '

Manchester and Salford were divided into several 
divisions, and distributors appointed for each division. 
A fixed scale of weekly relief was used jd. for " needers " 
(an excellent word which we could well use to-day), is. 
for the infected who were shut up in their own houses, 
and is. 6d. to those who had been removed to Collyhurst. 
Watch and ward was kept in each division, the distributors 
usually doing this work. [See Appendix A n.] As was 
usual, those who could afford fled from the stricken towns, 
but they were not exempt from paying the tax.

At the July Quarter Sessions it was felt that it would 
be imprudent to hold the October Sessions in Manchester, 
so it was decided to meet at Bury on the gth. As the 
summer passed, things went from bad to worse, the plague 
spread into the country around Manchester, and there
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was so much poverty and distress that the tax on the 
hundred of Salford was insufficient to stand all the calls 
made upon it. So when the sessions met at Preston on 
2 October, the justices came to the conclusion that the 
only thing to do was to extend the operation of the levy 
to the hundreds of Amounderness and Blackburn. A few 
days later, on the 7th, the justices met at Wigan'and 
decided that West Derby hundred should contribute, and 
when the Bury meeting took place, the following order 
brought the whole county to help :

" Forasmuch as the infection of the plague is nowe latelie dis- 
parsed into the townes of Stretford, Urmeston, Diddesburie, 
Chcetham, Cronipsall, and dyvers others townes and hamlettes 
in this hundred, and that the inhabitants of the said hundred 
have sythence the firste tymc of the infection of Manchester and 
Salford beene taxed to and have payed verie great somes of money 
for the releeife of the poor and infected in those townes of Man 
chester and Salford to their great chardgc and impoverishment, 
and for that yt is feared the present infection will not hastelie 
cease, therefore the said Justices do thincke yt fitt and do order 
that the former taxations in that bchalfe made shalbee inlarged 
as followeth, and the said Justices do take and assesse the in- 
habitantes of the whole county of Lancaster to pay for and 
towards the releeffe of the infected in the said hundred the 
sommes hereafter mencioned over and- besides the somes formerlie 
taxed, in forme following, viz. :

The inhabitantcs of the hundred of Derbye xlviij' x 3
Lonsdale xxv'
Salford xxviij'
Amoundernes xxviij '
lilackeburnc xxiij' x s
Ley land xv 1 "

This tax was not always paid with a willing heart and 
a sense of thankfulness for being free from infection. 
There were several people committed for refusing to pay, 
and in one case an Anglezarke man assaulted the collector 
of the tax. The general disorganization is further illus 
trated by the fact that the autumn meetings of both the
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Salford Portmote and the Manchester Court Leet were 
not held. As stated above, the pestilence abated con 
siderably from the end of October, but the fear of its 
breaking out afresh continued until well into 1606. In 
April, assistants to the constables were appointed for the 
purpose of examining all inhabitants who might have been 
to places where there was danger of infection. However, 
the sickness died away, and a few years of freedom 
followed. Great Harwood, though, must have been 
affected, for although the average number of burials was 
12, in 1606 there were 23 ; and in 1608 there were 22.

The years 1608 to 1610 were sickly ones in south 
Lancashire. In 1608 there were 43 burials in Childwall 
parish, as compared with a normal of about 25. In 
October, 1608, a letter written from near Rochdale says 
that the general sickness was decreasing, and that only 
40 had died of the plague during the previous week. But 
the next year it appears to have returned, for in the week 
of 29 March there were 66 victims, nnd in the week prior 
to 22 August 152, all in the Rochdale district.

By the autumn of 1609 the plague was raging in the 
Liverpool district, especially in Liverpool itself, Cronton, 
and Ditton. So bad was it that at the Quarter Sessions 
held at Wigan on 9 October, the following order was 
made :

" That one oxeley after the rate of one hundreth and Fourtie 
pounds in the county aforesaide shalhee taxed upon the inhabi 
tants of the hundred of [West] Derby for relief of the poore and 
infected people in the townes of Lyverpoole, Cronton, and Ditton, 
and that Edward More, esquyer, and the maior of Lyverpoole 
shall distribute in Lyverpoole, and that Roger Rigbye, William 
Sharlocke, John Ditchficld, Thomas I'arre, and Richard Wrighte, 
shall distribute the same in Cronton and Ditton, and if that will 
not suffice then one oxeley after the rate aforesaid shalbee gathered 
within the hundred of Leyland ; and that the mylners of John 
Entwissles and John Ditchfieldes mylnes in Cronton and Ditton 
shall sett wisketts nere there mylnes and suffer the people there-
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aboutes to putt there Corne in the same ; and thereupon the said 
mylners shall receive the said Corne and grynd yt, and after cause 
the same delivered or sett soe as the owners or bringers maie have 
the same ; And that Sir William Norrcs shall take accompte of 
the said Edward More esquyer and the Maior of Lyverpoole, and 
Sir Thomas Bold shall take accompte of the said other distri 
butors. Provided alwaies that if the inhabitants of the said 
townes of Lyverpoole, Ditton, or Cronton, or anie of theym, shall 
not respectivelie kecpe the people infected, or beinge in the houses 
infected, in, accordinge to the statute, then the taxacion aforesaid, 
unto that place offending shall cease.

And yt is further ordered that if the taxacion aforesaid shall 
not bee sufncyent to relyve the infected and poore people afore 
said, then the said hundreds shalbee taxed over againe in forme 
aforesaid, First beginninge with [West] Derbie, and after with 
Leyland ; and if those taxacions will not serve then twoe Justices 
of peace shall taxe the inhabitants within Fyve myles to such 
Further charge as they shold thinkc good.

And it is further ordered that the inhabitants of Lyverpoole 
shall have three partes of the said taxacion, and Cronton and 
Ditton shall have the residue. And that for [West] Derbie 
hundred warrants shalbee made from Sir William Norres and Sir 
Thomas Hold, and for Leyland hundred from Hdward Rigbye 
and John Wrightington, esquyers, and if anie Cunstable shall 
not within three daies after the receipte of a precepte collecte the 
money mencioned in such precepte for the purpose aforesaid, then 
hee shall stand comitted. And if the infeccion doe increase in 
the one, and decrease in the other, places aforesaid, then yt 
shalbee lawfull for the said Sir William Norres and Sir Thomas 
Bold, knightes, to alter the proporcion of the Allowance aforesaid 
as they shall thinke fitt. And if the said mylners doe refuse to 
grynd the corne as aforesaid then the said mylners soe refusinge 
shalbee comitted."

During the winter the plague spread to Upton and Much 
Woolton, and in Liverpool there were about 500 need 
ful people. The taxes levied were not sufficient to meet 
the payments of relief, so at the. Quarter Sessions held at 
Wigan on 15 January, 1609/10, a further order was made :

" Forasmuche as the infeccion of the plague haith latelye 
increased in Lyverpoole, Upton, Ditton, Cronton, and Wo[o]lton 
magna, and that there is nowe in Lyverpoole xix howses shutt
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uppe and ccccxl and over persons in Lyverpoole which have not 
wherewith to mayneteyne themselves, but are forced to live upon 
the releeffe and benevolence of the cuntrye, therefore yt is ordered 
that the inhabitants of the hundred of [West] Derbye and Ley- 
land shall paye the taxacion formerlye layd for releefe of the said 
infected people yet unpayd, and yt is alsoe ordered that an oxley 
after the rate of cxl 1 througheout the whole countye of Lancaster 
shalbe levyed and payed for releefe of the sayd poore and infected 
people, and that Lyverpoole shall have some parte thereof, and 
Ditton, Cronton, Upton, and Wo[o]lton magna shall have the 
Fyfth parte thereof, provyded that Leyland hundred shalbee 
last gathered and that Richard Holland and Ranulphc Barton, 
esquyers, for Salford hundred, Sir Cuthbert Halsall knight, and 
Hughe Hesketh, esquyer, for [West] Derbye hundred, Edward 
Rigbye and Richard Fletewood, esquyers, for Leyland hundred, 
Edmund Fletewood and Richard Burghe, esquyers for Amounder- 
ness hundred, John Calvert and Myles Doddinge esquyers, for 
Loynsdale hundred, and Roberte Holclen and Nicholas Banester, 
esquyers, for Blackeburnc hundred, shalbe collectors thereof, and 
that the whole taxacion shalbe payed to Edward More, esquyer, 
and he to paye over the Fyfte parte thereof to John Ditchfield 
and Roger Rigbye, gents. And that Sir William Norrcs, Sir 
Thomas Bold, and Edward More shall make theyr accompte at 
the next nssiscs."

In the Accounts of the Shuttlcworths of Gawthorpe is 
an entry to the effect that in February, 1609/10, there 
was paid " to the constable of Habjergham] Eaves half 
a fiftccnthe to the reliffe of the infected of the plague in 
the severall townes of Leverpolc, Upton, and others 
iiij 1'." Unfortunately the editor of these Accounts mis 
read Upton as Uxton, with the result that the outbreak 
was thought to have been in Euxton, near Chorlcy.

In March, Edward More paid over to the Mayor of 
Liverpool £160 raised by the tax. There were at this time 
" in the Cabons of infected and suspected persons " 28 
still remaining.

At the end of the year 1610, Bury was afflicted, there 
being a sudden rise in the number of deaths registered for 
the months of December, January, and February.


