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THE BIRTH-PLACE OF JEREMIAH HORROCKS IN 
TOXTETH PARK.

Communicated by Lawrence Hall.

rT~^HE following notes on the birth-place of Jeremiah 
A Horrocks, the celebrated seventeenth-century as 

tronomer, are compiled from a number of sources, most 
of which have already appeared in print. It seems 
desirable that these should be assembled together with 
some new matter, in order that the true facts may have 
a chance of emerging from the various contradictory 
statements.

In his History of Liverpool published in 1825, Henry 
Smithers makes the statement that " Jeremiah Horrox 
was born in the year 1619, in Toxteth, and from all that 
I have been able to discover, at the house called the 
Lower Lodge, near the shores of the Mersey." l It is 
evident, however, that someone, whose identity I have 
been unable to trace, has asserted that Horrocks was 
born at the house in Aigburth Road which used to stand 
near the entrance to Fulwood Park, and known as the 
"Three Sixes" from the date-stone bearing the date 
1666. This theory implies that the house was much older 
than the date-stone. Baines in his History of Lancashire 2 
(1836) quotes this statement, only to discredit it, and 
W. G. Herdman in his Pictorial Relics of Ancient Liver 
pool (1843) 3 points out the error, but makes two others 
himself in doing so. In his History of Liverpool, written 
when Professor of History at Liverpool University, Pro 
fessor Ramsay Muir says that Horrocks was born " in 
the farmhouse of Jericho down by the river." 4 It is 
to be regretted that Smithers did not give the reasons

'Pages 392-3. ' Vol. IV, page 197. 3 Page 99. ' Pages 113-14.
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that led him to believe that Horrocks was born in the 
Lower Lodge, as direct evidence is probably now un 
attainable. Some indirect evidence, however, can be 
produced. In the year 1867, at a meeting of the Liver 
pool Architectural and Archaeological Society, Mr. J. A. P. 
Macbride, who is described as a sculptor in Gore's 
Directory, read a paper on " Toxteth Park and its Neigh 
bourhood." Interest was then being drawn to Toxteth 
because of the proposal to make Sefton Park. Mr. 
Macbride, after referring to the Lower Lodge, says,

" In this house it is believed according to Smithers, and indeed 
all other writers, Jeremiah Horrocks was born in the year 1619. 
It is much to be regretted that not a vestige of this house remains. 
An aged labouring man who was employed in the taking down 
of the Lodge, informed my friend Mr. Williams that a brass plate, 
somewhat worn, was taken from one of the oak beams, and he 
believed this relic was in the possession of a gentleman residing 
in Wales. The inscription was all but illegible." l

In confirmation of the existence of this brass plate I 
am able to quote from the rough draft of a lecture on 
Horrocks which my father, Robert Cunningham Hall, 
had prepared about the year 1891 when the tablet to 
the memory of Horrocks was put up in the Ancient Chapel 
of Toxteth.

" I have often seen Horrox's Birth-place and in the summer of 
1859 I spent an afternoon and part of an evening in it, as some 
of my friends were then lodging there. , It was a snug comfort 
able farm house, the road to it being from the narrow lane near 
Jericho Farm, which led to a well kept garden . . . There was 
a room on each side of the doorway and as we were in one of these 
rooms at tea time we were talking about its being the house 
in which Horrox was born, and my friends told me that in the 
kitchen there was nailed up on a beam an old brass plate stating  
' J. Horrox was born in this House.'

1 From the Proceedings of the Society, 1866-7, page 130. The Mr. Williams 
referred to was Mr. Whitby Williams, who exhibited a number of local sketches. 
Mr. Macbride's paper was well reported in one of the local newspapers of the 
5 February, 1867.
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The position of the Lower Lodge is plainly marked in 
Yates and Perry's Map of the Environs of Liverpool 
drawn from an actual survey in 1768. Jericho Farm, 
about 200 yards away, is also shown, as well as the 
" Three Sixes," which however is given its older name 
of the " New House." These three buildings can also 
be seen in the map of Toxteth dated 1769 reproduced 
in Professor Ramsay Muir's History of Liverpool. 1 It 
is plain from these maps that the position of the Lower 
Lodge was where Otterspool Station is now. In support 
of the theory that the Lodge was the birth-place, there 
is the photograph of the water-colour drawing by the 
late Edward W. Cox on which he had inscribed " Birth 
Place of Jeremiah Horrockes Otterspool Toxteth Park, 
Sketched before its Demolition." In June, 1891, Edward 
W. Cox lent this sketch to my father for the purpose 
of being photographed, and in a letter he said :

" The drawing of the Horrox house was found yesterday. . . . 
I believe it is absolutely the only correct and authentic drawing 
of the place. It was taken immediately before the railway cut 
through the farm ; the line runs between the house and the barn, 
and the original level has been lowered for the station. On the 
right side of the picture next the shed was the great ' House 
Place ' or Kitchen and Scullery. On the left the best room, with 
oak timbered ceiling. The projection in the centre was originally 
a porch, with small chamber over. Much of this face was old 
oak framing, covered with roughcast, but part has been renewed 
in brick. The East gable was so rebuilt in living memory (not 
that with the great chimney.) "

From information given to me by an official of the 
Cheshire Lines Railway, it seems probable that the Lower 
Lodge was demolished in 1862, which can be taken also 
as the date of E. W. Cox's sketch which is here repro 
duced, from the photograph taken in 1891.

It will be recalled that Edward W. Cox described his 
sketch as the " only correct and authentic drawing of

1 Page ii2.
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the place." This was in 1891, and he may have said 
this knowing that an illustration had appeared some 
years earlier, in the Palatine Note Book, as the birth-place 
of Horrocks and which had no resemblance to the Lower 
Lodge. The first of two articles appeared in December, 
1882, written by the editor, Mr. John Eglinton Bailey, a 
prominent member of the Lancashire and Cheshire Anti 
quarian Society. These articles are among the best that 
have been written about Jeremiah Horrocks, and it seems 
certain that Mr. Bailey would never have used the illus 
tration had he had any doubt of its authenticity. We 
cannot blame him for copying Gregson in describing 
Toxteth as a " village," but I cannot find any evidence 
for his statement that Horrocks " was interred within 
the walls of the ancient chapel at Toxteth Park," although 
it may be true.

The illustration in question is described as " The Birth 
place of Jeremiah Horrocks at Otterspool near Toxteth," 
and the article refers to the house as the Lower Lodge, 
and states that the original of the illustration was " a 
water-colour drawing at the Liverpool Library." The 
same block was apparently used again for the same pur 
pose in the edition of Edward Baines's History of Lan 
cashire 1 revised by James Croston and published in 1893. 
It was also used in Dr. Nightingale's History of Lancashire 
Nonconformity, 2 issued at about the same time. Although 
the original from which this illustration was taken was 
said to be in the Liverpool Library, which is the title 
of the Library at the Lyceum, the original has been 
found at the Liverpool Reference Library. A repro 
duction of this drawing is shown here ; also a reproduction 
of the illustration first published in the Palatine Note 
Book. It will be seen that all the details have been 
omitted which show that the building stood on the bank 
of the Mersey, and to anyone acquainted with the locality

1 Vol. \, page 21.2.   Vol. VI, page 109.
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the picture could not be taken for the Lower Lodge, 
nor for the other houses which have been said to be 
the birth-place of Horrocks, all of which are some distance 
from the shore. It is signed E. Beattie, who, with his 
brother F. Beattie, made a number of drawings of Liver 
pool, which are described in an article in Volume 66 of 
this Societies Transactions.

Among a number of papers relating to Horrocks, which 
my father had collected, is a scrap with a rough sketch 
which is clearly the same cottage as the one in Edwin 
Beattie's drawing, and under it is written, " This small 
cottage near Fulwood is still standing, and is not Horrox's 
birth-place as given in Palatine Note Book." A note 
on the other side shows that the sketch was made in 
July, 1891.

In 1907 Mr. Robert Griffiths of Aigburth published a 
History of Toxteth Park in six fortnightly parts. On 
page 8 of the first number he drew attention to the 
illustration in the Palatine Note Book and the latest 
edition of Baines's Lancashire, and went on, " Here 
someone has blundered and that very badly. The sketch 
in question is not that of Jeremiah Horrocks's birth-place 
at all, but an excellent drawing of Baker's little white 
washed ' Shore Cottage ' which still stands on the verge 
of the cliff overlooking the Mersey." So far as I know, 
this was the first attempt to draw public attention to 
the error which had been made.

In the revised edition of the History of Toxteth Park, 
issued in 1923, the paragraph appears on page 13 
slightly altered, and with an illustration of Baker's Shore 
Cottage taken from the shore on page 118. This cottage 
was north of Fulwood Park, while to the south of the 
park was another and smaller one at the end of Jericho 
Lane, known as the Fisherman's Hut. An illustration 
of this is on page 116 of Griffiths' History of Toxteth Park.

In 1908 the Library, Museum and Arts Committee
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issued a Catalogue of Books, Prints and Documents re 
lating to Liverpool, and in the section headed " Views 
of Liverpool Streets and Districts " and under the sub 
heading " Otterspool," is the following entry :

" Shore Cottage, situate at the bottom of Jericho Lane, water 
colour by E. Beattie, 8J x 14. (Hcrdman Collec. 1391.) 
It is claimed that this is the birth-place of Jeremiah 
Horrocks."

Since writing the greater part of these notes I have 
heard from S. B. Gaythorpe, Esq., F.R.A.S., of Barrow-in- 
Furness, that his father, the late Harper Gaythorpe, 
F.S.A.Scot., had in the year 1909, after seeing Griffiths' 
History of Toxteth, taken up the question of the Palatine 
Note Book illustration with the Library authorities in 
Liverpool, who confirmed Mr. Griffiths' statement after 
one of their officials had visited the locality. The entry 
in the Reference Library Card Catalogue now reads  
" Baker's Shore Cottage, near the shore end of Jones's 
Lane (now called Fulwood Road) and north of Fulwood 
Park. View from the shore looking northwards, etc."

A statement follows that the catalogue had formerly 
described it wrongly as the birth-place of Jeremiah 
Horrocks. The drawing itself is now correctly described 
as " Baker's Shore Cottage, near Otterspool."

The Library authorities have recently looked up their 
records, and now state that it is reasonably certain that 
the water-colour drawing in question was purchased in 
January, 1881, from A. Bowker, book-seller, 27 Renshaw 
Street, Liverpool, and described as " The Birth-place of 
Rev. J. Horrocks." There can be little doubt that it was 
this wrong description which misled Mr. J. E. Bailey or 
the artist who produced the illustration in the Palatine 
Note Book.

Baker's Shore Cottage was apparently still standing 
when Griffiths' History of Toxteth appeared in its second
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edition in 1923, but had been demolished in September, 
1926, when Mr. S. B. Gaythorpe visited the spot. The 
Fisherman's Hut at the foot of Jericho Lane remained 
until 1928.

I have to thank Mr. J. F. Smith, the City Librarian, 
for permission to reproduce the sketch by E. Beattie, and 
Miss Saxton for calling my attention to it in the first 
instance and for much help in other ways.


