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THE CASE OF ROBERT SCARISBRICK, 
OF SCARISBRICK, ESQUIRE, 1701.

By F. H. Cheetham, F.S.A.

Read 16 January, 1936.

I N the volume known as The Norris Papers, issued 
by the Chetham Society in 1846, 1 there is a letter 

addressed to Richard Norris, mayor of Liverpool, by 
Robert Scarisbrick, of Scarisbrick, on 30 April, 1701, 2 
in which the writer refers to his " case," but the nature 
of the " case " is not set out, for the mayor, as a Justice 
of the Peace, had already been consulted upon it by 
Mr. Scarisbrick. The editor's brief note to this letter 
merely informs the reader that Mr. Scarisbrick " asks 
for protection '' from the mayor, and the abstract attached 
to the original in the Liverpool Public Library does not 
go beyond the terms of the letter itself, 3 and throws little 
or no light on the circumstances which led up to its 
writing. Picton, however, in referring to this letter, 
places it in a setting which at least gives an indication 
of its origin. On 8 April, 1701, the mayor had received 
a letter from the High Sheriff directing that " the justices 
in each hundred should meet to receive an account of the 
Papists and other disaffected persons, and to send out 
particular summonses to all so presented to us, for their 
appearance at the Quarter Sessions to take the oaths."

1 " The Norris Papers," Chet. Soc. t ix, eel. by Thomas Heywood.
2 Ibid., 66 (Letter XXXVII).
* No. 114. " Robert Scarisbrick to Richard Norris, Apr. 30, 1701. About 

his own ' case ' upon which he has received advice to the effect that he should 
keep it ' as fair of[f] being on record ' as he can. Its prevention before the 
sessions would be desirable. Supposes a superscdeas the most fitting way 
to put a stop to that part of the warrant that relates to him. Requests 
recipient to sign the said supersedeas." Holograph, written on a single sheet, 
7£ x 6 inches, endorsed "30 April 1701 Rob. Scarisbrick."
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On 12 April, says Picton, " Mr. Secretary Hodges writes 
to the mayor acknowledging the care and zeal of his 
worship and Mr. Justice Johnson in denouncing the 
disaffection of two Catholic gentlemen Harrington of 
Huyton and Blundell of Ince Blundell," and on the 
3oth of the same month, he continues, " another Catholic 
gentleman, Mr. Scarisbrick of Scarisbrick, writes to the 
mayor in a very humble strain to procure his intercession 
in obtaining the supersedeas of a warrant which had been 
issued for his appearance at the next sessions." 1

This, at any rate, makes clear the general nature of 
the " case," but concerning what had taken place be 
tween 8 April and 30 April we are left without knowledge 
of any kind, and even Mr. W. A. Abram, in his somewhat 
voluminous notes on the Scarisbrick family, 2 could say 
of this letter only that it was " an appeal for protection 
with regard to proceedings then being taken by the 
Government against Roman Catholic gentry suspected 
of being Jacobites."

There are, however, amongst a number of seventeenth- 
and early eighteenth-century papers preserved at Scaris 
brick Hall, five letters and three other documents bearing 
on this " case " of Robert Scarisbrick which, while 
leaving some aspects of it still somewhat indefinite, 
are of the very greatest interest and add considerably 
to our knowledge not only of the " case " itself, but of 
Robert Scarisbrick's earlier life. .By the kindness of 
Sir Everard Scarisbrick, Bt., the owner, I have been 
enabled to transcribe these documents, and with his 
permission and consent they are now for the first time 
here published.

Of the five letters one is undated, but the others were 
written respectively on 15, 22, 25 April and 4 May, 1701,

1 Picton, Memorials, i, 149.
2 " The Scarisbricks of Scarisbrick," by W. A. Abram, in Lanes. & Ches. 

Ant. Notes, ii (1886), 211-54. Robert Scarisbrick's letter is given on p. 236.
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and of the other documents one is dated n April and 
another 30 April in the same year. All these bear 
directly upon Robert Scarisbrick's " case." The third 
document is of earlier date and its import will be seen 
later (p. 146).

Robert Scarisbrick was the second son of James 
Scarisbrick of Scarisbrick, esquire, who died in April, 
1673, Robert being then about four years old. 1 His 
elder brother Edward, then about ten, resigned the 
estates at the age of eighteen on entering the Jesuit 
novitiate at Watten, 2 and Robert succeeded. His mother 
was Frances Blundell of Ince Blundell, and she was 
living with him at Scarisbrick Hall in 1701. There 
are many references to Robert Scarisbrick in Nicholas 
Blundell's Diary between the years 1702 and 1728, 
and the story of his alleged complicity in the rising of 
1715, of his imprisonment in Newgate, and his acquittal 
at Lancaster Assizes,3 is well known, but concerning this 
earlier difficulty with the Government even the editors 
of the Victoria History could only state that " as early 
as 1701 he seems to have been suspected by the authori 
ties," 4 and they have little to say concerning him before 
that date, except that he came of age " about 1670 " 
and was married in 1695. The documents printed 
below, however, tell us something more.

They show not simply that Robert Scarisbrick was

1 Abram (loc. cit., 233) says he was born in 1668, but in another place (236) 
"about 1669." He died n March, 1737-8, "anno aetatis 69," according 
to his monument in Ormskirk Church (ibid., 240. See also Glazcbrook's 
Guide to Southport, ed. 1826, p. 35).

- At that time in the Spanish Netherlands (not Holland as stated in V.C.H. 
Lanes., iii, 269). Watten is now in the Departemcnt du Nord, in French 
Flanders. It stands on the river Aa, 6 miles north of St. Omer.

3 Abrani, op. cit., 238 ; V.C.H. Lanes., iii, 269. At the latter reference it 
is said, " he was perhaps in some way implicated in the rising of 1715. For 
this he was attainted and on his surrender in 1717 was committed to Newgate. 
Next year he was admitted to bail at Lancaster and on trial acquitted, his 
estates being restored to him." See also Lanes. & Chesh. Ant. Notes, i, 104.

* V.C.H. Lanes., iii, 269, with a reference to his letter to Richd. Norris.
L
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" a Jacobite in politics," as stated in the Victoria History, 
but that in his devotion to the Stewart cause he left 
England in December, 1688, for France, and apparently 
remained there for some years. The date of his return 
is not stated, but on 29 January, 1696-7, he was 
granted a Licence by King William III " certain causes 
and considerations us hereunto moving" to remain 
in England, and this Licence (which is the earliest of 
the documents now first printed) played a prominent 
part in the " case " of 1701. It sets forth that Robert 
Scarisbrick had been in France since n December, 
1688, without licence from King William or his Royal 
Consort, 1 and had " since returned into this Kingdom," 
but nothing is said concerning the nature of the 
" causes and considerations " which moved the King 
to grant him leave and liberty to stay and abide in 
England.

Robert Scarisbrick, it will be noted, had been in France 
since n December, 1688, that is to say since the day that 
James II first left London, 2 and it is possible therefore 
that he crossed the Channel on the same day as the 
Queen and Prince of Wales, who had left London on 
10 December. However that may be, the fact that he 
left England at so early a date shows the extent of his 
youthful Jacobite sympathies. He was then only about 
nineteen years of age, and it may be that with the lapse 
of years he came to regard the Stewart cause with less 
enthusiasm, and so returned to England, possibly in 
1695, the year of his marriage. 3 If that were so, he would 
be in England when the plot to assassinate King William

1 Tlie reign of William and Mary began on 13 February, 1688-89, when 
Robert Scarisbrick had been two months in France.

2 The King returned to London on 18 December, finally leaving England 
for France on 23 December, 1688. But officially the last day of his reign 
was ii December.

3 He married Anne, daughter of John Messenger, of Fountains Abbey, 
Yorks.
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was discovered (February 1695-6) and the Act for the 
Better Security of His Majesty's Royal Person and 
Government was passed (April 1696). But this is by no 
means certain. That he did not sign the Association 
Oath Roll 1 does not necessarily imply that he was 
abroad. He does not, however, appear to have been 
molested at this time, though the Act of 1696 may have 
been the cause of his giving bond for good behaviour 
and thus obtaining the King's Licence in the following 
January. After this he probably anticipated no further 
trouble with the Government, but in 1699 an Act was 
passed for " the further preventing the growth of Popery " 
in England, and after the death of the young Duke of 
Gloucester, son of the Princess Anne, in July, 1700, a 
new Act of Settlement became necessary. On 26 Febru 
ary 1700-1 a Royal Proclamation was issued directing 
the Magistrates throughout the Kingdom to put into 
execution the Act of 1696 " for the better security of His 
Majesty's Person and Government," and thus to demand 
new oaths from all recusants. As a consequence of this, 
as we have already seen, the Justices in each of the 
hundreds of Lancashire met early in April, 1701, for the 
purpose of making arrangements for sending out sum 
monses to all such " papists and other disaffected per 
sons " as were required to take the oath for them to 
appear at the next Quarter Sessions. On n April, 
therefore, Robert Scarisbrick was summoned, by means 
of a warrant issued to the constables of Scarisbrick, to 
present himself at the Quarter Sessions to be held in 
Ormskirk on 5 May.

Mr. Scarisbrick, then apparently in residence at Scaris-

1 For the Bond of Association, see Gaudy, Lanes. Assoc. Oath Rolls A.D. 
1696 (1921), and R. Stewart-Brown, The Inhabts. of L'pool (1930), p. 18. 
Gaudy prints the Rolls for the Hundreds of West Derby and Lonsdale and 
the town of Preston. In his Introduction (xi-xxvi) he gives the Preamble 
of the Act and its terms of the Oath. " There is but little said of those who 
refused the oath ", p. xxiv. They were mostly Quakers.
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brick Hall, at once began to take steps to obviate the 
necessity of his appearing at Ormskirk. He naturally 
wanted to avoid having publicly to refuse taking an oath 
against his conscience and was anxious that his case 
should not be recorded. The consequences of such a 
refusal were serious, 1 and it should be remembered that 
at this time Mr. Scarisbrick was still a young man, 
not long married, and only comparatively recently 
settled in his Lancashire home after many years spent 
abroad. He had many friends among the local Justices 
and among his Protestant neighbours and he not unnatur 
ally made use of them. From the letters that follow it 
will be seen to what good purpose they interested them 
selves in his behalf, and although the correspondence is 
one-sided and incomplete, it is not difficult to imagine 
the tenor of his letters to them. That which he wrote 
to Mr. Norris is here given in its proper sequence, but 
as it has been copied from the original in the Liverpool 
Public Library it should be compared with the printed 
version in The Norris Papers : there are a few slight 
differences.

The warrant addressed by the Justices to the constables 
of Scarisbrick on n April is not among the papers at 
Scarisbrick Hall, but there are similar warrants to the 
constables of Kenyon, Walton-cum-Fazackerly, and 
Ditton, the first of equal date with that to the constables 
of Scarisbrick, and the others are, dated 6 and 10 May 
respectively. The first of these is here printed as, apart 
from the names and place, it is in the same terms as that 
concerned with Mr. Scarisbrick.

It is pleasing to note that amongst those who exerted 
themselves on Mr. Scarisbiick's behalf was the Rev. 
Christopher Sudell, afterwards vicar of Leyland (1720-33) 
and rector of North Meols (1733-5), then aged about

1 Disability to hold public offices, disenfranchiscment and fines, which 
were enforceable against lands and goods.
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twenty-nine, who had not long before been presented by 
Mr. Scarisbrick and Mr. Alexander Hesketh to the rectory 
of Aughton, but had since been deprived. 1 From the 
terms of his letter, which is dated from Preston, it is 
evident that he felt a sense of obligation to Mr. Scaris 
brick, and was desirous to be of service to him. Of 
Thomas Dod, the writer of two of the letters, little can 
be said. He was amongst those who signed the Associa 
tion Oath Roll for Ormskirk, and appears to have played 
the part of an active intermediary between Mr. Scarisbrick 
and the Justices. But it is pretty clear that the Justices 
themselves from the first were wishful to be of service 
to Mr. Scarisbrick, though uncertain as to their best 
method of procedure. Mr. Scarisbrick, it will be seen, 
considered that he was in a different position from other 
Catholic gentlemen in that he had given bond to the 
Government for his peaceable and good behaviour and 
held the King's Licence to reside in England. Whether 
the Licence was actually produced by Mr. Scarisbrick 
and shown to the Justices is nowhere recorded, but, as 
before stated, it is now with other papers at Scarisbrick 
Hall.

It will be noted that the order signed by seven Justices 
(Richard Norris being one) to the constables of Scarisbrick 
bears the same date as Mr. Scarisbrick's letter to Mr. 
Norris. It is possible that the one was the outcome of 
the other, but it is more likely that the Justices had 
come to their decision before the mayor of Liverpool 
had received Mr. Scarisbrick's letter. The latter may 
have reached the mayor on the day it was written, but 
the Justices' order had probably been completed by

1 Mr. Sudell had been first presented to Aughton by Alexander Hesketh 
and instituted on 7 October, 1700, but owing to some irregularity was again 
presented by Mr. Hesketh and Mr. Scarisbrick and instituted a second time 
on 21 November. He was, however, deprived for simony shortly after, his 
successor being instituted on 6 January, 1700-1 ; see V.C.H. Lanes., iii, 291, 
quoting Oliver Heywood (Diaries ii, 265).
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the time Mr. Scarisbrick's letter was received. The order, 
if not technically a writ of supersedeas, had the same 
effect. However arrived at, the end was gratifying to 
Mr. Scarisbrick, and honourable to all parties concerned, 
and Mr. Stanley's letter of 4 May leaves a pleasing final 
impression of all-round satisfaction and good-will.

THE KING'S LICENCE.

Licence from King William III to Robert Scarisbrick to stay 
and abide in England : Westminster, 29 January, 
1696-7. Parchment, 13! x 8, seal on tag badly broken, 1 
I2s. stamp.

29 Jan* WILLIAM the Third by the Grace of God King of Eng- 
l69? land Scotland France and Ireland Defender of the Faith & c 

To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting Know 
Yee that Wee for certain causes and considerations us 
hereunto moveing Have Given and Granted and Doe by 
these presents Give and Grant free Leave Licence and 
Liberty to Robert Scarisbrick who has been in France 
since the eleventh day of December one Thousand six 
hundred eighty eight without Licence from us or our late 
Royal Consort the Queen and is since returned into this 
Kingdom, to stay and abide in this our Realm of England 
or any other our Dominions. Given under our Privy Seal

ex* at our Palace of Westminster the nine and twentieth day 
of January in the ninth year of our Reign

JOHN TENCH Dep*- to JOHN BARON Esq.

Endorsed : Mr Scarisbrick's Lycence from the King to 
remain in England granted the g th year of the reign of 
William the Third.

1 The seal is of red wax, originally 3| inches diam. It is in a frag 
mentary state, six loose pieces being preserved separately in an 
envelope.
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THE DOCUMENTS OF 1701. 

I.

Warrant to the Constables of Kenyan to summons certain 
persons to appear at the Quarter Sessions at Ormskirk 
to take the oaths appointed by Parliament, dated Prcscot, 
ii April, 1701 (see ante, p. 148). Six seals in margin.

Pursuant to an act of parliament made the seventh & Com. Pal. 
eighth years of his present maty9 reigne entituled An Act Lane, 
for the better security of his Maty9 Royall person and 
Government. Wee his Maty 8 Justices of the Peace and 
quor : for the said County whose names are subscribed 
doe hereby summons and require you James Hey, Robert 
Speakman, George Twiss, Richard Little and every of you 
to appear before his maty9 Justices of the Peace and 
quoram for the sd county at the next gen1 Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace to be holden att Ormskirk the Fifth day of 
May now next ensuing there & then to take the oaths 
mentioned and appointed to be taken in an act of Parlia 
ment made in the first year of the reign of his present Maty, 
and the late queen of Blessed memory entituled an Act 
for the Abrogating the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance 
and appointed other oaths. Given under our hands and 
seales att Prescott the n th day of April Anno R.R. Willi. 
tertio

Angli A nu decimo tertio 
Anno p. Domini 1701

C. L. STANLEY
To the Constables of the RICH D NORRIS 
Townshipp of Kenyon JASPER MAUDIT 
to summons the persons EDWARD HERLE 
above sd JONAN BLACKBURNE 

These THO. JOHNSON.

Added : Henry Hough Cons' summoned all ye persons 
above mentioned in person and shew'd this summons to 
as many as co'd read.
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II.

Letter from Thomas Dod to Robert Scarisbrick reporting interview 
with the Hon. C. L. Stanley, dated Ormskirh, 15 April, 1701. 
Single sheet foolscap folded to j\ x 6J. Addressed : " For 
Robert Scarisbrick Esq. at Scarisbrick p'sent."

ORMSKIRK ye 15"' Apr. 1701
S'

Since the rec* of y rs I had a short vizitt on Sunday evening 
from Mr Cha. Stanley and some little discourse of ye meeting 
at Prescott, but hee would not tell me what further was to be 
done thereon, only said 'twas observed by ye Justices prseiit That 
there were very slender returns of ye names of Recusants in each 
TownPP and but few from Scarisbrick which gave me a fitt occasion 
to tell him y' I was well assur'd that you were under very great 
Recognizance in ye Secretary's Office for yor peaceable and good 
behaviour and that required upon yor obtaineing his Maties privy 
Scale for yor residence in England, having been in France since 
the Revolution. And further by way of Quer putt it to him 
whether you were not already sufficiently engaged to ye Govern 
ment and if any Security were required from others whether you 
should not bee exempted therfrom in regard of yr obligation in 
that case allready given, To which hee replyed hee did not know 
of yr giving bond above but seemed to owne it as a p'ticular 
case to bee considered of, and I am in hopes, if anything like 
security bee generally proposed hee will come to a temper to 
think you will have allready done what is requisitt, and as any 
thing occurs of this kind I will not faile to remind him of you 
and doe what lies in the power of

Sr , Your humble serv'
THO. DOD

My service attends yr good mother, Lady & [ ] *

I have sent you the Notes that came to mee this day. 

1 A word indecipherable.
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III.

Letter from Thomas Dodd to Robert Scarisbrick reporting further 
interview with the Hon. C. L. Stanley, dated Ormskirk, 
22 April, 1701. Single sheet foolscap folded to yj- x 6. 
Addressed : " For Robert Scarisbrick Esq" at Scarisbrick."

ORMSKIRK ye 22'' Apr. 1701
Honr'i Sr ,

Since the rec' of your last letter I could not till yesterday 
meet with any conveniency to discourse M r Stanley further in. 
yr present case who I find very inclinable to serve you so far as 
he can, but doth very much doubt whether your Recognizance 
in ye Secretary's Office bee a sufficient reason to excuse you from 
appearing at ye Quarter Sessions when ye oaths are to be tended 
to all Recusants y' are summoned or they convicted in default 
of appearance, and this is expressly demanded by the Proclam- 
acon dated 26 Feb. ult. and pursuant to ye aforesaid Act 7 th 
& 8 th Wm. 3 which Law I understand they intend to go by 
at ye next Sessions and a Sumons left at a gentleman's house 
has the same effect as if personell. I urged to him all yr reasons 
that I could y' your case should bee p'ticularly considered and 
that I thought yr obligason above is a very good ground to the 
Justices to suspend yr conviction (?). To which hee replyed 
that if ye other Justices (which I believe will be many) would 
bee of ye same mind hee would consent to it. And upon ye 
whole mattr wee both thought it propper yt. you engaged Mr 
Starkie to plead yor case, produce ye Privy Seal and urge ye 
rnatf to the furthest as ye likest way to obtain ye Poynt and 
if you could by any frends fairly possess some more of ye Justices 
before ye Sessions with yor case it might be of service to you, nor 
will I forgett it if I can see Mr Mawdsley or any other of my ac 
quaintance before the Sessions, and should bee gladd to serve 
you so farr as lys in ye power of,

Sr Yor most humble servant
THO. DOD

There is this single note come to 
day & noe more.

I borrow'd this proclamacion for yr p'usall & desire you to 
return it by my Wife. I am told there is the like p'ceeding agt. 
ye Recusants elsewhere in this county as here abouts and yet 
to mee there seems roome for some favour when persons are not 
openly disaffected, but I am noe Majestrate.
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IV.

Letter from three of the Justices to the Hon. C. L. Stanley in favour 
of Robert Scarisbrick. Undated, but apparently written between 
21 and 30^4 pril, 1701. Double foolscap sheet, 12 x 7|. Ad 
dressed : " These For the Hono'able Charles Stanley, Esq."

S*
A warrant being issu'd to the Constable of Scarisbrick to 

sumon Robert Scarisbrick Esq to appear at the next Quarter 
Sessions at Ormeskyrke his circumstances differing from the 
comon case of the other Romanists in this County in reguard 
he has given great security to the Secretaries of State & has the 
Privy scale for his undisturbed continuance in this Kingdom, 
wee doe think it reasonable if it bee yor judgment & opinion that 
a stop bee put to the execution of that Warrant & if you please 
to give directions to the constable of Scarisbrick not to doe any 
thing upon the Warrant or to make any return thereupon as to 
Mr Scarisbrick wee are very well pleased to doe anything that 
may justify such directions and Remaines

Your Honor
most humble servants 

BERTIE ENTWISLE 
EDWARD HERLE 
JONAN BLACKBURNE

V.

Letter from the Rev. Christopher Sudell to Robert Scarisbrick, 
recording interview with Lawyer Starkie and M" Langton, 
dated Preston, 25 April, 1701. Single sheet folded to 8J- x 5^. 
Addressed : " Robert Scarisbrick Esq. at Scarisbrick These 
Humbly present."

PRESTON Aprill 25'h IJQI 
Honoured Sr

The true sense of Gratitude, and the many obligations you've 
laid upon me and withall your own Personal Deserts do all of 
'em make me Interrest myself very much in your ease and quiet, 
and therefore, tho' absent yet still to be a projecting how these 
may be attain'd to by you. Lawyer Starkie, Cosen Langton, 
and myself being together and drinking your Health, the Lawyer 
ask'd what was done to the Papists on our side the Country or 
whether an account was taken of their names or no. I told him
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I heard some Justices met at Prescot in order to it. It is in 
order then to convict 'em s(1 Mr Starkie next Ormskirk sessions, 
for I believe they will all be convict'd, saith he, and there is no 
other way for your Friend, meaning you, than to be abroad, and 
so avoid a personal sumons, for according to his opinion, unless 
the Bench is rigorous to the utmost extremity, you cannot well 
be convicted without it. If you have not been sumon'd already, 
w ch I hope you have not, you are advis'd to goe into Cheshire 
or Yorkshire, or anywhere else out of the County and send a man 
back that he may testifie, if call'd upon, that he left his Master 
in such a place, and this is the best method thought upon, to 
stave off a conviction at present. I had but this Intelligence 
late last night and gave orders to my man to be w'h you as soon 
as possible, leaving it to your discretion how to Act, and begging 
you'd be pleas'd to give my Service to your Lady, and Mother, 
and believe me to be

S r Your Affectionate Friend and 
most Humble Servant

CHRISTOPHER SUDELL

VI.

Order, signed by Seven Justices, to the Constables of Scarisbrick 
directing them to forbear summonsing Robert Scarisbrick to 
appear at the Quarter Sessions until further notice, dated 
30 April, 1701. Single sheet I2j- x 8J-, seven seals in margin.

Com. Pall. Lane.
WHERAS his Matye King William the third did by his Royall 

Proclamacon dated the 26 day of February last did direct all 
Justices of the Peace and other Magistrates within this King- 
dome to put in Execucon an Act made in the 7 th and 8 th year 
of his said Matys Reigne Intituled an Act for the better Security 
of his Matyes Royall person and Government according to the 
directions of the srt Proclamacon, Pursuant whereunto divers 
Justices of the Peace of this County did by Warr* under their 
hands and Seals dated the 11 th day of this Instant Aprill amongst 
others direct the Constables of Scarisbrick to sumons Robert 
Scarisbrick of Scarisbrick aforesaid Es<|r to appear at the next 
Quarter Sessions to bee held at Ormskk in this county then and 
there to doe and performe what the Law in such cases requires 
Since which time the s(1 Robert Scarisbrick haveing made it 
appear unto us That hee did Obtain his Matyes Grant and
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Lycence under his Privy Seal dated the Nine and twentyeth day 
of January in the Ninth year of his s(1 Matyes Raigne That 
hee the s'1 Robert Scarisbrick (who had been in France since the 
II th day of December 1688 without the King's Lycence) should 
have free Leave Lycence and Libertie to stay and abide in the 
Realme of England or any other of his Matyes Dominions All 
which time the s'1 Robert Scarisbrick by himself and his friends 
gave great Security in the Secretarys Office for his good Be 
haviour and peaceable deportment to the Government For which 
reasons wee doe order and direct you the Constables of Scaris 
brick to forbear to Sumons or returne the name of the s(1 Robert 
Scarisbrick to appear at the s' 1 Quarter Sessions untill further 
or other orders to the contrary and for so doing this shall bee 
your sufficient Warrant. Given under our hands and seals this 
30 th day of Aprill 1701.

C. L. STANLEY
To the Constables of JONAN BLACKBURNE, RICHD NORRIS 
Scarisbrick JASPER MAUDIT 

These BERTIE ENTWISLE
EDWARD HERLE 
THO. JOHNSON

VIA.

Robert Scarlsbrick's Letter to Richard Norris, mayor of Liverpool, 
dated 30 April, 1701 ; from the original in the Liverpool Public 
Library, single sheet, y| x 6. First published in " The Norris 
Papers," 1846. (Chet. Soc. IX).

SCARISBRICK
Ap : 3o th 1701 

Hond. Sr
I must ever retain a gratefull memory of the favorable opinion 

you were pleased to express as to my Case, when I was to waite 
upon you ye other day, wch encourages me likewise to ye bold- 
nesse of giveing you this further troble. For haveing since taken 
advice upon my Case, am directed to Keep it as farr of being 
upon Record as I can, & y* if it could be prevented before ye 
Sessions it would be the safer, lest in ye meantime I should be 
summon'd, & a sudden return be made of y e Warrant in ye 
begining of ye Sessions w ch might be of ill consequence, & I 
conceive a Supersedeas may be a proper way to put a stop to 
y' part of y e warrant relateing to me being, if I mistake not, 
t'was yr iudgment & opinion to me at Leverpool, wch made me
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the more desirous to follow y' method ; & therefore I am send 
ing this about to y' end, & do most earnestly entreat y' you 
will be pleased to favour me with the signcing of this Supersed : 
& shall ever remain

S r Yr Much Oblidged
Humble Servant

ROB : SCARISBRICK

VII.

Letter from the Hon. C. L. Stanley to Robert Scarisbrick dated 
Cross Hall, 4 May, 1701 ; single sheet 14 x 9, folded and 
sealed (Stanley arms and crest). Addressed : " For Robert 
Scarisbrick Esq."

CROS HALL May 4"' 1701 
S'

I am verry glad ye rest of ye Justises has followed me in what 
I wished. I am sencible what obligations my Father had from 
yrs, and therefore shu'd be glad to doe y° or yr Famelley any 
servise y* can resonable be expected.

Sr I think there is noe occation for any more Justises to sine 
ye Warrant because all but one in our Hundred has I am 

S r Your most humble servant
C. L. STANLEY




