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CHAPTER IX.

BIDSTON HALL.

By F. H. Cheetham, F.S.A.

THE HALL 1 stands on high ground at the east end of 
the village on a sort of rocky plateau on the north-west 
slope of Bidston Hill, and is approached from the main 
road by an inclined grass track, or drive, which is con 
tinued along the north side of the house, where there is 
a mounting-block. The building is of-local stone and of 
two storeys, originally with four parallel gabled roofs 
containing attic rooms, but these were removed early in 
the last century and the house altered in other ways, 
The date of its erection is not known, but its plan and 
lay-out, with terrace, forecourt and gateway, are char 
acteristic of the smaller manor houses of the early part 
of the seventeenth century. A few features might per 
haps suggest an Elizabethan rather than a Jacobean 
origin, but the strictly architecture details are not many, 
a broad and simple treatment and quiet handling of 
parts having been always the building's chief merits. 
There is, however, a certain absence of refinement in the 
design of the windows, in which the mullions are un- 
moulded shafts of circular section, which points to late 
rather than an early date and to local workmanship un 
influenced by outside knowledge. The building was 
apparently erected all at one time, though it is possible 
that the forecourt and gateway followed the completion 
of the house, after the lapse of a few years.

Mr. Fergusson Irvine, who went to very considerable

1 In the following account of the Hall use has been made of a Report in 
the building by Messrs. Harrison, Son and Eaton, architects (Dec. 1929), 
and also of Mr. W. F. Irvine's account of the building in Trans. Hist. Soc. 
Lanes. & Chesh., N.S., ix, 64-71.



62 A History of the Old Parish of Bidston, Cheshire.

pains to ascertain who was the builder of the Hall, came 
to the conclusion on documentary evidence that it was 
erected by William, 6th Earl of Derby, in j.620-1, 1 a date 
which would fit in very well with the architectural 
character of the building. The only possible alternative 
to this, he considered, was that the house was built before 
1594, though the grounds for supposing this are some 
what slight. 2 Mr. Irvine's argument may be summarised 
as follows :

Webb, in his Itinerary, written in 1622, refers to Bidston 
Hall as " a goodly house " of the Earl of Derby which 
" though it is less than many other seats which his honour 
hath . . . yet for the pleasant situation of this and the 
variety of noble delight appendant to it, his lordship 
seems much to affect the same, and enlargeth the con 
veniences therein for his pleasure and abode many ways," 
a statement which would seem to imply that the Earl 
was then engaged in some process of rebuilding or recon 
struction. That the rebuilding did not take place before 
1620 may be judged from the fact that from 1594 to 1619 
there exist full particulars of the various farmers to whom 
the manor house and farm were let, and from the Church 
Registers it is known that the widow and family of

1 Trims. Hist. Soc. N.S., ix, 65.
2 They consist chiefly in the similarity of certain masons' marks at Bidston 

to others at Stonyhurst, which was in building from 1588 to about 1596. 
The case is stated at length by Mr. Irvine (op. cit., 67), but conclusions founded 
upon the evidence of masons' marks are extremely insecure. The occurrence 
of the same or closely similar marks on two or more buildings is no real evidence 
that they were the work of the same people. Masons so frequently tised 
the same marks, or marks closely akin to one another, that any attempt to 
date or correlate buildings by them is more calculated to raise difficulties 
than to settle them, or to lead to fanciful conclusions. In the case of two 
buildings near together, or in neighbouring villages, there is something to 
be said for the theory, but even then there is no approach to certainty about 
the matter unless there are other likenesses which make the connection prob 
able. There is no architecture similarity between Bidston Hall and Stony- 
hurst, though the friendship between Henry, 4th Earl of Derby, and Sir 
Richard Sherburn, the builder of Stonyhurst, should not be overlooked 
(ibid., 68).
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William Fells, one of the lessees, left Bidston in iGig. 1 
The farm, therefore, would then be vacant, and " it is 
most probable that the Earl desirous of having a house 
in Cheshire not too far from Chester, as he had become 
Lord Lieutenant of the County bethought himself of 
rebuilding on a substantial scale the Hall at Bidston." 2 
Two letters from the Earl to the Council, dated respec 
tively 9 August 1622 and 12 October 1623, show that 
he was then living at Bidston Hall. 3

A water-colour drawing of 1665, preserved among 
Mr. Vyner's papers, and here reproduced, shows the 
building as it was at that time, viewed from the south 
west. The drawing, which is entitled " A Prospect of 
the Manor House of Bidston," is accompanied by a plan 
of the house and gardens, a comparison of which with 
the existing plan shows how little alteration has been 
made in the structure. The most striking change is in 
the elevations, where the four gables along the east and 
west fronts, with their connecting and parallel roofs, 
have given place to two wider slated roofs running north 
and south, with a stone table supporting the gutter 
along each of the principal elevations, an alteration which 
has robbed the house of its most characteristic feature, 
and, with the lowering of the chimneys, has deprived it 
of much of its original picturesqueness. The loss of the 
broken sky-line is much to be regretted. The mullioned 
windows, however, still remain unaltered, though in not 
a few cases the lights have been blocked.

The house faces west towards the village and commands 
a pleasant prospect. The forecourt is nearly square, 
measuring 65 ft. by 68 ft., the greater length being from 
west to east and exclusive of the terrace, which extends

1 Ibid., 66. From the Inventory attached to the Will of William Fells, 
dated 1612, it is known that in that year the deer park was sown with wheat 
and rye.

2 Ibid., 66.
3 Ibid., 67, quoting Cal. State Papers Dom., 1619-23, p. 438.
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along the whole front of the building. The court is 
enclosed by a high stone wall with chamfered plinth on 
each side and plain flush coping of conical section, and 
is entered through a stone gateway with elliptical moulded 
arch and plain superstructure, the coping of which is 
broken by heavy rounded blocks surmounted by pin 
nacles. Above the arch, facing both west and east, is a 
framed blank panel, any initials, date or arms that it may 
have once borne having long perished or been destroyed. 
The soffit of the arch is ornamented with three curiously 
carved drops, but the lower part of the moulded jambs, 
to the height of about 5 ft., has been cut away to allow 
for the hanging of the present low wooden gates on the 
outside. The gudgeons of the original high gates, which 
opened inwards, still remain. The enclosing wall is of 
well-constructed squared masonry, 2 ft. thick in the 
lower part, reduced to 12 in. above, and rises with the 
ground towards the house in a series of steps. The fore 
court had originally north and south doorways near to 
the terrace, as shown on the seventeenth-century drawing 
and plan, and was no doubt laid out with cross walk 
and grass plots. These side doorways have disappeared 
and the wall reconstructed, the disturbed masonry alone 
indicating their position. The forecourt has been planted 
with trees and shrubs,1 but its neglected state now greatly 
detracts from the appearance of the house.

At the end of the walk from the gateway a flight of 
six steps, with plain ramp walls, leads to the paved 
terrace immediately opposite the entrance doorway. 
The terrace is 16 ft. wide and has a solid parapet wall 
4 ft. high, the coping of which is similar to that round 
the forecourt, but has square " beds " at intervals which no 
doubt originally carried stone balls, or other ornaments.

The plan of the house follows the usual arrangement 
of central hall, with kitchen and offices at one end and

1 Chiefly hollies, yews and rhododendrons.
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parlour and living-rooms at the other, and forms a 
rectangle measuring externally 68 ft. by 46 ft., the greater 
length being from north to south. In the middle of the 
west, or entrance front, is a semi-circular two-storeyed 
porch, and on the ground floor of the east, or garden 
side, a recessed " walk " or loggia, 29 ft. 6 in. long by 
9 ft. 6 in. in depth, with an arcade carrying the wall 
above. The 1665 plan shows the kitchen and buttery 
at the north end of the hall, and the parlour at its south 
end, and this was probably the original arrangement, but 
the disposition has since been reversed, the kitchen being 
now in the south-east corner of the building. Other 
alterations, including the enclosure of the loggia and the 
introduction of a second staircase, have been made in 
comparatively recent times,1 the building having long 
been occupied by tenant farmers. These alterations have 
deprived the housu internally of nearly all its architec 
tural features, only one old fireplace remaining. The 
external changes have already been alluded to : the 
undivided mass of the main front, however, with its 
absence (except for the porch) of projections and recesses, 
must always have lacked those qualities of light and 
shade which, in the case of houses with projecting end 
wings, do so much to accentuate the lines of the building 
and to bring certain parts of it into greater prominence. 
It is nevertheless a well-balanced and orderly composition, 
in which the adjustment of voids and solids has grown 
naturally out of the needs of the building, and the hori 
zontal lines are emphasised by a string at first-floor level. 

The low untransomed windows are set symmetrically 
on each side the porch, those nearest the ends of four 
lights and the inner ones of three, all with a slightly

1 These and the other alterations mentioned above are said to have been 
made in 1818: Trans. Hist. Soc., N.S., ix, 71. Ormerod writing about, or 
shortly before this time, refers to the gables and " piazza " as then existing : 
Hist, of Chesh. (ist ed.), ii, 259. His preface is dated rz October, 1819. 
Ormerod's mention of bay windows at Bidston Hall is obviously a slip.

F
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splayed outer member forming a frame, or recess within 
which the jambs and mullions are enclosed. The porch 
projects about 6 ft. 6 in. and has a round-headed doorway 
of Renaissance character set in front of the semi-circular 
walling. The arch springs from moulded jambs and 
imposts, and the keystone and two of the voussoirs are 
cut in a curious combination of stars, or rustic work. 
There are stone seats and a two-light window (now 
blocked) on each side. The inner doorway has a moulded 
segmental head and a nail-studded battened oak door with 
plain iron hinges and knocker. The bow-window over 
the porch is of eight lights, all but the two middle ones 
blocked, and above it the wall finishes with a scalloped 
parapet.

The east, or garden elevation, must originally have 
been of equal architectural interest, its main feature 
being the loggia already mentioned in the middle of the 
ground storey, which opened on to the garden by an 
arcade of four unmoulded round arches, on cylindrical 
monolith columns with square moulded capitals and 
bases, 1 and dying into the walls at the ends. On each 
side of the loggia was a mullioned window of four lights, 
and in the upper floor four similar windows in the un 
broken length of wall. All these windows still remain, 
but many of the lights are now blocked and in some 
cases wooden frames have been inserted.

The great hall, which is 31 ft. 6 in. long by 18 ft. wide, 
has a flagged floor, and the fireplace is in the middle of 
the long wall immediately opposite the entrance. It is 
lighted by two three-light windows, one on each side of 
the entrance doorway, and there are also doorways to 
the rooms north and south and to the staircase and 
passage. These latter, in the long wall on each side of

1 The stone wall which now blocks three openings of the arcade is set back 
loj in. from the face of the columns. The upper part only of the fourth 
opening is blocked, a modern lower arch having been inserted, and the entry 
to the original garden doorway retained.
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the fireplace, are alone shown on the seventeenth-century 
plan. Little or nothing of architectural interest survives 
in the hall, the fireplace being modern and the plastered 
walls and ceiling without ornament of any kind. An old 
long table, or dresser, however, is said to be contemporary 
with the building.

The two front rooms north and south of the hall are 
of equal size, 14 ft. 10 in. by 18 ft., each lighted from 
the west by a window of four lights, and with fireplaces 
in the end walls. Two doors appear to be of eighteenth- 
century date, 1 but otherwise both rooms are completely 
modernised.

The staircase opens directly from the hall at its north 
east end and consists of four flights of stone steps, 4 ft. 6 in. 
wide, and intermediate landings built round a massive 
central block of masonry. It was originally lighted 
from the inner wall of the loggia by two two-light 
mullioned windows, which still exist as borrowed lights. 
The stairs stop at the first floor, but from the third floor 
a short quadrant flight of stone steps at the back of the 
great chimney leads to the bedrooms at the south end 
of the house : these are also approached from the present 
offices by the later wooden staircase. The original stairs 
are quite plain, without architectural features of any kind.

On the ground floor the seventeenth-century plan 
shows a passage between the kitchen and buttery at the 
north end of the hall, but the internal arrangements here 
have been modified, the passage done away with and 
two rooms 2 formed. The cellar below these rooms, 
which is the only one in the house, is cut out of the rock, 
in which a seat is formed on three sides. It is lighted 
by two windows above the ground, and was probably 
entered originally by a trap-door. The present stairs

1 Architects' Report.
2 The partitions, one of the fireplaces and one window are insertions of this 

time. The rooms are now used as a sitting-room and bedroom.



68 A History of the Old Parish of Bidston, Cheshire.

are of later date, inserted when the change of plan was 
effected above. 1

The present kitchen, which is 22 ft. long by 14 ft. 10 in. 
wide, occupies the whole of the south end of the back 
portion of the building : an external doorway formerly 
at the end of a passage corresponding to that at the north 
end, now opens directly to the room, from which there 
are also doorways to the dining-room and offices. The 
floor is tiled and a modern range and oven have been 
inserted in the old fireplace opening, the arch of which 
remains above.

The plan of the first floor in the main follows that of 
the floor below, though the longitudinal middle wall, 
which divides the building into two equal rectangles, is 
not carried up the whole of its length, and the rooms are 
formed mainly by oak partitions. 2 Originally there was 
one large room over the hall, with bow-window over the 
porch, but this has been subdivided. The two rooms 
at the north end preserve the original arrangement (as 
on the ground floor) with passage 3 between, but there 
is no corresponding passage dividing those at the south 
end, and they have been reduced in height by the con 
struction of a loft above, the floor of which cuts across 
the windows. In the larger south-west room (now a 
store-room) are the remains of an old fireplace with 
shaped stone head, jambs, and kerb, and the floor boards, 
which are considerably worn and rat-eaten, are probably 
the original ones. Similar fireplaces no doubt were used 
throughout the building and may still exist behind the 
modern mantelpieces. 4 Several of the original shaped

1 In the cellar the construction of the floors throughout the house is re 
vealed. They are composed of squared oak beams 10 in. by 8 in., with splayed 
angles carrying 6 in. by 6 in. oak floor joists, now mostly covered with later 
pine floor boards and ceiled on the underside ; one of the oak beams in the 
cellar is carried by an old disused window mullion : Architects' Report.

2 The partitions are filled in with stone or brick.
3 Now used as a store-room.
4 Architects' Report.
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oak door frames to the bedrooms still remain, and a few 
wrought-iron hinges.

Three of the outside chimney stacks are 5 ft. thick, 
projecting externally the whole height ; the fourth, to 
the north-east, is of less projection and is corbelled out 
from the wall at first-floor level. The central stack is 
about 7 ft. in thickness. All the chimneys were reduced 
in height when the roofing was altered.

At the south end of the house, and at a lower level, 
is an old detached two-storey outbuilding, the upper 
floor of which ranges with the ground floor of the Hall. 
This building, which measures externally about 36 ft. by 
18 ft., has been modernised, but is now in a very dilapi 
dated condition. The seventeenth-century drawing, how 
ever, shows it to have had a four-light mullioned window 
on each floor in the gabled west front, and a large pro 
jecting chimney on the south side. 1 Part of the upper 
window remains, but the lower window and the doorways 
are modern. At the east end a three-light mullioned 
window remains on the upper floor, and one of two lights 
below, the mullion of which has gone. On the old plan 
the building is shown divided into two rooms of equal 
size and is styled " Out House." It stands about n ft. 
from the main building, with which it was originally 
connected at its west end by a high fence wall, through 
which a doorway opened on to a small yard and flight of 
stone steps. 2

The garden on the east side of the house is 125 ft. long 
by 80 ft. 6 in. in width and is enclosed by a high wall 
similar to that of the forecourt, and has a plain gateway 
with flat four-centered head at its top end. The garden

1 The chimney has gone. The roof is covered with modern slates.
" The arrangement is shown on the seventeenth-century plan. The fence 

wall has disappeared, but the steps, leading to the side entrance of the house, 
remain in a slightly altered form. The outbuilding may be older than the 
Hall. The remaining windows are of the more usual type, with splayed 
mullions and jambs.
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was originally laid out in a formal manner, with a sur 
rounding pathway and cross walks between four rect 
angular grass-plots ; in the north-east and south-east 
corners were stone garden-houses with arcaded fronts, 
square in plan, 1 traces of which remain. This long, 
pleasant, formal garden, which is some 12 ft. wider than 
the house, has long been neglected and is now used as 
a kitchen garden.

Higher up the hill on the east side was the bowling- 
green, with a lodge, or summer-house, known from the 
shape of its plan as The Club, 2 at its north end. The 
lodge was pulled down early in the nineteenth century, 3 
probably when the Hall was altered. The bowling-green 
formed the limit of a large enclosed space bounded by a 
stone wall, forming an outer garden, or " wilderness," 
with a yard to the south of the house, the extent of which 
is shown on the seventeenth-century plan. At the west 
end the enclosing wall was a continuation north and 
south of that of the forecourt; on the north it ran 
parallel to the house and garden wall at a distance of 
about 16 ft. from the latter, on the brow of the existing 
grass bank where there is a row of trees ; 4 on the south 
side the wall ran in an east-south-east direction, beginning 
at a distance of about 30 yards from the forecourt wall, 
the enclosed space broadening out eastward till it attained 
a width of about 265 ft. near the bowling-green, some 
distance west of which there was a cross wall. On the 
1665 plan the outlying ground is styled " The commons 
of Bidston." The whole of this outer enclosing wall has 
disappeared.

1 They were 10 ft. 6 in. sqiiare externally. The outer solid walls are standing. 
The garden-houses are shown on the 1665 plan.

2 It was " built in the shape of an ace of clubs." It is shown on the seven 
teenth-century plan and prospect.

3 Trans. Hist. Soc., N.S., ix, 70. Its site was on the summit of the hill 
" on a spot which is now the sweep of the drive at the door of Mr. Vyner's 
new house."

4 Trees are shown in this position in the drawing of 1665.
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CHAPTER X. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MORETON.

THIS township, sometimes called Moreton-cum-Lingham, 
and sometimes (in early deeds) Moreton Massey, is, roughly 
speaking, square in shape. The area is 1202 \ acres. 1 
Lingham occupied the north-west corner. Two ancient 
roadways still remain the main avenues for traffic : 
that crossing the township from Bidston to Saughall 
Massie in a south-westerly direction, and that from 
Upton north-north-west through the centre to reach 
Great Meols and the sea-coast. At the crossing of these 
roads was a common or green with the chapel on the 
westerly side of it, on a little piece of ground 50 ft. above 
sea-level; the ground to the west is still known as Chapel 
Hill. This level is again attained on the extreme southern 
boundary. The southern or more elevated part of 
Moreton is now nearly covered by streets of houses ; the 
northern or low-lying part is mostly open, and is unsuit 
able for dwellings, much of it being below the level of 
high water. The railway from Birkenhead to West 
Kirby crosses this portion of the township, and has a 
station called Moreton about half a mile north of the 
cross-roads mentioned, and another called Leasowe near 
the eastern boundary. The Birket Brook winds through 
the northern side of the township on its way to Wallasey 
Pool; the western boundary is formed by the Arrowe 
Brook flowing north to the Birket; the boundaries on 
the south and east are but ditches; the first-named seems 
formerly to have been called the Sand Brook. Beside

1 Various alterations have been made in the boundaries. In 1915 Hoylake 
gave to Moreton 102 ac., and Saughall gave 69, receiving 7 ac. The acreage 
was called 1366 in 1921.
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the principal roads mentioned there were others, chiefly 
in a northerly direction, leading to the commons and 
pasture land ; one of these crossed the Birket by Reeds 
Bridge.

The old village street, going north from the common, 
is now called Station Road ; a back lane to the west, 
parallel to it, is called Chapel Lane. In these streets 
or lanes and round the common the village grew up. 
The map of 1665 shows the arrangement quite clearly. 
William Hancock had the corner house on the south-east 
of the green ; the village pound was in the north-east 
corner ; the old chapel stood on the west of the green, 
with the maypole to the north of it in what has been 
called the back lane. The tithe barn was near the 
chapel. On the east side of the main street were in suc 
cession the houses of Henry Robinson, William Bennett, 
Richard Lenaker and James Bird ; on the west side two 
of the Urmstons, Thomas Watt, William Hancock again, 
one of Sir Philip Egerton's tenants and John Rathbone 
had their dwellings ; in the back lane was a good-sized 
farm-house, the owner of which is not named. There 
were numerous cross-passages between the houses. A 
few scattered houses had been built in other parts of 
the township.

The commons occupied the eastern side of the township, 
except that in the north-east corner was an enclosure 
called Moreton Reed, considered in 1665 to be an appur 
tenance of Bidston ; the south-west corner was called 
the Gorse. In the north and north-west were other 
common and pasture lands ; on the border of Saughall 
was the meadow for the town bull. Just outside the 
village, to the north-west, lay Over Green, a piece of land 
in 1665 assigned to the constable of the village. Field 
names include the Oldfield, adjoining the village on the 
north-east ; Sandbrookfield to the south-east, Gosfield to 
the south-west, and Bradoghfield to the west. Moreton
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Bridge is the bridge over Arrowe Brook, forming the 
western exit. Portersfield was south-east of this bridge.

Although flax seems to have been cultivated here at 
one time there is no Linacre mentioned ; Linaker, how 
ever, is a common surname. There is (or was) a Flaxfield 
in the south-east corner of the township. A most unlikely 
name is the Vinyard, at Lingham. A tanner occurs in 
1618. In recent times there have been brick and tile 
works.

From its flat, low-lying situation, exposed to the north, 
and bare of trees, Moreton was not an attractive district. 
Mortimer, writing in 1844, describes it as " situated in 
a dreary flat, close to the shores of the sea, with roads 
excessively bad and a bridge as dangerous to travellers 
as it is disgraceful to the county ; in fine, an extremely 
poor village and the greater part of the township is below 
the level of the sea at high water." In recent times, 
since the War, the township has acquired an evil reputation 
from " Caravan Town," a large settlement of caravans 
and similar temporary dwellings which established itself 
near the railway line, sheltering a large population, but 
without any of the ordinary sanitary provisions of modern 
times. The local authorities have been taking steps to 
remedy this scandal. The excuse for it was of course 
the impossibility of finding houses at the time.

William Rathbone was licensed to sell ale in Moreton 
in 1561. 1 Mary Buckley had an alehouse in 1780. 2

It is strange that in spite of its natural disadvantages 
Moreton appears to have been, in medieval times, the 
most flourishing of the Bidston townships. It paid a 
much larger sum to the Mise than any of the other town 
ships, and apparently also a larger sum to the levy on 
disafforesting Wirral. The people also were willing and 
able to support a chaplain for themselves. This may have 
been due to the policy of the lords of Dunham in creating

1 Wirral N. & Q., i, 81. 1 Trans. Hist. Soc., xxvii, 141.
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a number of freeholds and thus giving a stimulus to local 
endeavour. Whatever their motive, they did in fact 
create such holdings, reserving a portion for themselves. 
This portion, judging from the rental of 1665 which, 
however, contains accretions made from time to time  
was about a third of the area.

It was probably at the foundation of Birkenhead 
priory c. 1170 that a considerable share of Moreton was 
given to that house as part of its endowment. In 1291, 
in the Taxatio of Pope Nicholas IV it is recorded that 
the priory had here 6 carucates of land valued at 785. a 
year, with rents amounting to 135. 4^., also i2s. from a 
windmill and is. 4^. from a dovecote £5 45. 8d. in all. 1 
Their land seems to have lain chiefly in the north-west 
quarter of the township, and the mill and dovecote 
suggest that the monks regarded this estate as a separate 
manor. There is a field called Millhey on the southern 
border, and as this is on the higher land it seems a suitable 
site for a windmill, but it may not have been the one 
owned by the priory. No windmill seems to have been 
known for some centuries. The field names indicate dove- 
houses in the north-west, near Lingham, and also just 
outside the old village to the north. The former (Dowse 
Butts) no doubt indicate the site of the priory dovehouse ; 
the latter (Dovehouse Yard) is probably that mentioned 
in the Derby Rental of 1521 as having belonged to the 
Knights Hospitallers.

Nothing whatever is known of the gift of this land to 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. All that the 
Rental cited tells us is that a rent of I2d. was due to 
them from a dovecote and a bovate of land which the 
Stanleys had lately acquired from Edmund Wodenott; 
it adds that this rent was " not paid or asked for." 
Probably, like the Birkenhead priory endowment, the 
land had been given by Hamon de Mascy II. The order

1 Tax. P. Nic., 258.

J
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had a considerable number of such small parcels of land 
in Cheshire and south Lancashire, which they seem to 
have granted out at perpetual rents often, as in this 
case, is. a year ; the smallness of the rent indicating an 
early date. As time went on, and the value of money 
declined, the cost of collection exceeded the rent, and so 
these small sums ceased to be demanded. .

Another considerable portion of Moreton was granted 
to a family which took the local name. It is first heard 
of in a charter issued by Hamon de Mascy IV, probably 
early in the reign of Henry III, by which he granted to 
his brother John and heirs all the land of Moreton which 
Matthew de Moreton had formerly held of the grantor, 
with the rights of housebot and heybote in his wood of 
Bitheston (Bidston), and firewood also, and with a 
" flight " or " cockshoot " (volatus) for catching wild 
fowl in the wood called Lunakie. In return the grantee 
undertook to render the homage and service due from 
half a knight's fee, and surrendered the land of Puddington 
which Hamon's uncle Robert de Mas^y had held. Pleas 
and other services at Dunham Massey were expressly 
released to John. The witnesses included Patrick de 
Modbruley and others of the gentry around Dunham. 1

Richard, son of John de Mascy, was seised of the estate 
about 1240, and gave the whole or part of it to Cecily, 
his sister. From his charter it appears that the last of 
the older family in possession was Emma widow of Hugh, 
son of Matthew de Moreton. 2 Richard de Mascy was 
living in 1260 when he claimed common in Hamon de 
Mascy's wood of Bediston ; a settlement was made by

1 Harl. Ms. 2074, f. 69 (copied by Roger Dodsworth from a charter in the 
possession of Sir Edward Fitton, bart.). The other witnesses were : Hugh 
de Mascy, Adam de Bromhale, Adam de Karinton, William de Bagule, Adam 
de Hasten, Henry son of Adam de Hasten, William and Robert de Mascy. 
These may be compared with the witnesses attesting another of Hamon's 
charters in Ormerod, i, 424.

2 Charter recited in a suit of 1390, cited below ; Chester Plea R. 93, m. 13. 
Witnesses : Robert Lancelyn and William his son.
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which he surrendered this claim, but received a con 
firmation of his charter for Moreton (Marton) without 
any service except the finding of three foot-soldiers armed 
with lances and bows in time of war. 1 Cecily, about the 
time of Edward I, gave to Hugh, her first-born son, all 
the land in Moreton which had come to her after the 
death of Richard de Mascy her brother, he rendering 
2os. a year ; she was also to have for life the rent of 
Robert de Mascy. Her son in exchange gave her all his 
land in Orightrington, viz. a bovate of land, which his 
uncle Hugh had given him, at a rent of 6d. to the chief 
lord. 2

Cecily had married Thomas del Brom and had issue 
the above Hugh, 3 who succeeded duly and was followed 
by a son Roger, who was twice married : (i) to Alice, 
by whom he had two daughters, Margery and Ellen, and 
(2) Margery, by whom he had a son, William del Brom, 
who was only 4 years of age at his father's death. His 
half-sisters took possession, but upon Ellen's death, 
William entered on her moiety and was in possession in 
1390, when he claimed the other moiety described as 
3 messuages and 100 ac. land in Moreton against Henry 
Bruyn and Cecily his wife, Cecily being daughter of Ellen's 
sister Margery. The verdict was at first given in William's 
favour, but was afterwards reversed. 4

Hugh del Brom in 1293 granted to William son of Alan 
de Moreton the right to approve and cultivate 3 ac. of 
the waste in grantor's moiety of Moreton. 5 The lands of 
Alan de Moreton had descended to William Gregory by

1 Chester County Court R. (Chet. Soc.), 9.
2 Ancient Deeds (P.R.O.), C 3995, 1505. The witnesses were William 

Lancelyn, Roger Dunvill and Richard de Mascy, knights, etc.
3 One of this name occurs in 1287 ; Chester County Court R. (Chct. Soc.), 68. 

The name del Brom may have been derived from a group of fields in the 
eastern portion of the township, called Broom in early maps.

'Chester Plea R. 93, m. 13.
1 Ancient Deeds (P.R.O.), C 3828. It may be noticed that Hugh's estate 

is described as a moietv of Moreton.
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1357. as will be seen below ; but this seems to be the 
only reference to Alan. Henry son of William de Morton 
was in 1307 prosecuting pleas against Richard Bretuem, 
Robert son of Henry de Salghale, William Glow (of 
Upton) and many others for trespass on his land in 
Moreton and cutting his grass in Saugham Massie. 1 
Alan's line seems to be continued by William son of 
Henry de Moreton, who gave all his lands to Robert 
(son of Hugh) del Brom. 2 In 1341 Simon son of Roger 
del Brom killed William son of Henry de Morton at 
Moreton and fled. He appears to have escaped, but three 
persons who aided him to do so were fined. 3

A suit in 1301 introduces the names of fourteen other 
occupiers of the lands in and adjoining Moreton. It 
appears that 32 ac. of pasture in Moreton had been 
occupied without leave, and thereupon Hugh del Brom 
made a claim for his moiety against Hamon de Mascy 
(this would be his chief lord), William the Dicher and 
Maud his wife, Adam the Haiward, Ellis the Shepherd, 
Matthew son of Henry de Pulton, William the Carter, 
Adam de Hale, John the Beste, Richard son of John the 
Reeve, William son of Adam the Cook, Richard son of 
William son of Lawrence, William Coyte, Adam Toihoi 
and Robert son of John de Budeston. 4 Two sons of 
Hugh del Brom have been mentioned Roger and Robert ; 
a third, Simon, comes into the plea rolls in 1312, being 
presented by the coroner's jury for killing William the 
Mower of John de Warrewyk [of Upton]. He had fled 
from the district. He held, for a term of six years, of 
Ida de Salghale, 2 bovates of land in Moreton (value 20s. 
a year), sown with corn, barley, oats, beans and peas ; 
he had two oxen which had been seized and sent to 
Chester, and his flax had been sold to his wife. The 
oxen seized were claimed by Robert and Andrew, the

1 Chester Plea R. 20, m. zA, 3. 
3 Chester Plea R. 52, m. 23d.

2 Ancient Deeds, C 3771. 
1 Ibid., 14, m. 3.
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brothers of Roger de Brom. 1 The record shows some 
thing of the local farming of the day.

The forest inquiries of 1357 give a little further infor 
mation as to the Brom descent, for at that time John 
Lancelyn and Margery his wife, in her right, were claiming 
certain liberties in Moreton in conjunction with Andrew 
del Brom, alleging that they had formerly been held by 
Hugh del Brom. 2 It is possible Margery may have been 
the daughter of Roger del Brom. She had been married 
to John Lancelyn before 1350, when she and her husband 
claimed dower in Moreton against William Gregory. She 
had previously been the child-wife of William's son John, 
and the defence was that no dower was due because she 
was under 9 years of age at John Gregory's death. It 
was shown that she was over that age, and the claim was 
allowed ; 3 but shortly afterwards (1352) one bovate of 
land was surrendered by John and Margery to William 
son of Richard Gregory. 4 William Gregory in 1357 
claimed the liberties in Moreton formerly held by Alan 
de Morton. 5 He was living in 1370. 6

Gregory's claim may have come through his marriage, 
for in 1387 Margery widow of William Gregory made a 
settlement of a fair estate in Moreton 6 messuages, 
7 bovates of land, 20 ac. meadow and 20 ac. moor. It is 
noteworthy that John de Pull, chivaler, was called to 
warrant possession. 7 The Pooles' estate will be referred 
to again. There is no evidence to show who Margery 
was ; she may have been the heiress of the William de 
Morton mentioned above.

'Chester Plea R. 25, m. 21. The vills joining in this presentment were 
Moreton Saughall Massie, Upton and Woodchurch.

'' West Kirby and Hilbre, 244.
3 Chester Plea R. 62, m. id, 4d.
1 Chester Fines, file 14 (26 Edw. III). William Gregory occurs again in 

1370 as defendant to a claim (not prosecuted) by Roger son of John de Morton ; 
Chester Plea R. 74, in. 7.

6 Chester Forest R. 6, m. i<jd.
6 Chester Plea R. 74, m. 7. 'Chester, Plea R. 91, m. 3.
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Another heiress of the name occurs in 1329, in a final 

concord between William son of Peter de Brichull and 
Cecily his wife on one part, and on the other Richard 
son of William de [West] Kyrkeby, clerk, and Anabil 
his wife, their daughters Christiana and Margery, and 
Richard son of Robert de Gressby and Agnes his wife ; 
the tenement was described as 5 messuages and 2 bovates 
of land in Moreton in Wirrall. This does not agree with 
the Gregory estate above. The heirs were Anabil, the 
two daughters and Agnes. 1 Parts of the estate had been 
purchased in 1311 2 and 1317. 3 Thomas son of Richard 
the Clerk of Moreton and Cecily his wife occur c. 1350,* 
and Thomas again in 1351. 5 More important is the 
statement in the Forest Roll that in 1357 Thomas son of 
Richard de Morton claimed liberties for the manor of 
Moreton which his father had formerly held. 6 Unfor 
tunately the descent cannot be continued further.

The Bruyn estate was not of long continuance in that 
name. Henry del Broom (? Bruyn) was the prior of 
Birkenhead's bailiff from 1369 for some years. 7 In 1386 
Henry le Bruyn of Moreton quit claimed to John le Mascy 
of Puddington, knight, all right to Puddington and the 
Greve. 8 This seems to be connected with the early 
charters about Moreton cited at the head of this account. 
From 1391 to 1397 Henry le Bruyn and Richard de 
Prestlond were beadles or bailiffs of the hundred of 
Wirrall. 9 Roger del Brom, perhaps the successor of the 
William of 1390, claimed against Henry le Bruyn and

1 Chester Fines, file 2 (3 Edw. III). For Brichull and his wife see Beazley, 
Thurs/aston, 37-9; they had no children. William died in 1332 and Cecily 
before Easter 1358.

- Chester Plea R. 22, m. agd ; from Robert Loupin and Mabel his wife.
3 Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxvii, 114 ; from Gilbert son of Gilbert de Tranmore 

and Agnes his wife.
1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xix, 42. 6 Chester Eyre R. 3, rn. 29.
6 Chester Forest R. 6, m. igd.
'Chester Plea R. 81, m. I, 22.
8 Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxix, p. 57.
9 Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxvi, 65, 66. Bruyn occurs here again 1401-3.
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Cecily his wife and Maud de Hesketh, in 1398, 2 mes 
suages, ii tofts, 100 ac. of land, etc., in Moreton, 1 and 
made a further effort in 1408 against Henry le Bruyn and 
Ellen his daughter and Maud de Hesketh. 2 On i August, 
1408, however, the Bruyn estate was settled on Henry le 
Bruyn of Moreton, with remainder in tail to Ellen, 
daughter of the said Henry, and in fee to James de Pulle. 3 
Bruyn occurs two or three years later as a juror. 4

Lands in Saughall and Moreton are mentioned from 
time to time in inquisitions, fines, etc., concerning the 
estates of the Pooles of Netherpool, but there is no sign 
that they took any special interest in the township. 
They continued to hold till the beginning of the seven 
teenth century, when they appear to have sold this part 
of their estates. On 2 November, 1597, John Poole of 
Poole and John his son demised a messuage and land in 
Moreton to George Bate of Poole, yeoman, for a term ; 5 
and on 20 August, 1601, Bate transferred to John Dod of 
Egerton, yeoman. 6 Dod also acquired a messuage in 
Wallasey and a parcel of meadow in Saughall Massie 
from Robert Johnson of Liscard. 7 John Poole the son, 
described as " of Capenhurst," in 1601 sold land in 
Moreton and other places to William Brock, 8 whose name 
will occur again. The Pooles were hereditary stewards 
of Birkenhead Priory. 9

The Stanleys of Hooton, like their neighbours the 
Pooles, had land in Moreton from an early date, and 
retained it till recent times. 10 Part at least appears to 
have been inherited from William de Hoton of Hooton, 
who in 1322 acquired 2 messuages and one bovate of

Chester Plea R. 101, m. 18. 2 Chester Plea R. ui, m. 20.
3 Ancient Deeds (P.R.O.), C 3247. Hamon de Rydley, vicar of Neston,

was the feoffee.
4 Chester Plea R. 114, m. 22d.
"Ibiii., C 6741.
' Chester Fines, April 43 Eliz.

'Ancient Deeds (P.R.O.), C 6748. 
'Ibid., C 6745, 6738. 
8 Valor Eccl.

10 E.g. Chester Recoveries April 18 Geo. III.
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land in " Morton by Salghale." 1 His descendant and 
heir, Margaret de Hoton, married William de Stanley of 
Storeton, who made Hooton his seat ; and Margaret as 
his widow, in 1428*^9, claimed Moreton among her dower 
lands. 2 The inquisitions show that this estate was held 
" of the heirs of John le Bruyn " in 1512. 3 Sir Rowland 
Stanley of Hooton in 1576 settled his estates on his son 
Sir William and grandson William Stanley, a messuage 
and one bovate of land in Moreton being included, held 
of John Bruyn, Esq., in socage and worth 8s. yearly 
beyond reprises, when the inquisition was taken after the 
death of the grandson William Stanley in 1613. 4 At 
this date the John Bruyn mentioned must have been the 
prominent Puritan squire of Bruen Stapleford ; but the 
pedigrees show no connexion between him and the Henry 
Bruyn of Moreton in 1400.

The Becheton family occur in Moreton as in many other 
places in Wirral. John de Bechynton in the time of 
Edward I married Agnes, one of the three daughters and 
co-heirs of Philip de Baumvile of Storeton and was followed 
by a son Simon and a grandson Richard, aged 15 in 
1349. 5 Richard was followed by William de Becheton, 
obviously an uncle, who at his death, shortly before 
28 April, 1362, held, besides a third part of the manor of 
Storeton, lands in Moreton, Wallasey and the Greves. 
The Moreton estate consisted of 2 bovates of land held 
of Roger Le Strange, knight (at that time lord of Dunham

1 Chester Fines, file 8 (Easter, 15 Edw. II). The vendors were Henry de 
Chorleton and Margery his wife. It is not known how they acquired it. 
Among the Stanley charters in the John Rylands Library are several relating 
to what may be this property a quit claim by Hamon de Mascy to John le 
Denys (no. 1374), a grant by the latter (of Great Neston) to Margery his 
daughter (no. 1375), a grant by Henry de Chorleton and Margery his wife to 
William de Hoton (no. 1376).

  Deputy Keeper's Rep., xxix, 80.
3 Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxxix, p. 245.
4 Chester Inq. p. m., file go (n James I, no. 6).
5 Ormerod, ii, 447. Richard was killed (perhaps murdered) by 1357; 

ibid., from Recog. Rolls.
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Massey), by knight's service ; Cecily widow of Richard 
de Becheton held a third part of all as dower. The heirs 
were William's three sisters and the great-grandson of 
a fourth sister ; viz. Agnes, Avilia (or Anilia), Ellen, all 
living, and Thomas (aged 14), son of William son of 
Robert son of Alice de Becheton by John de Kirkby 
Walley. 1 The further descent of this estate does not 
appear in the records. It may have been acquired by 
the Stanleys of Hooton, who appear to have had the 
whole of Storeton, only a third of which came to them by 
inheritance from Philip de Baumvile, before 1428, and 
perhaps before 1397. 2

The name Warton, probably for Waverton near 
Chester, occurs here as early as 1437, when Robert de 
Warton of Tarporley and Alice his wife made a feoffment 
of 5 messuages, 4 tofts, 100 ac. of land, etc., and the 
moiety of a messuage in Moreton, Upton and Tarporley. 3 
Wartons occur in Moreton and the neighbourhood till 
recent times, but there are no materials for a continuous 
history. One family of the name has been recorded in 
Chapter I above.

Another fine of the time is interesting as affording a 
clue to the origin of part of the local estate of the Stanleys, 
who had been lords of Bidston since 1397. In July 
1442 Richard Bold of Chester, Henry Byrom and Robert 
del More acquired (in trust) from William Cheyne and 
Margaret his wife, John Widowe and Agnes his wife, and 
John Grene and Elizabeth his wife, 7 messuages with 
lands in Poulton, Lancelyn, Moreton, Thingwall and 
Childer Thorntoh and a fourth part of the manor of 
Pensby. 4 The trustees are found acting in other places 
for the Stanleys, and lands in the places named occur

1 Chester Inqs. p. in., iile 5 (36 Edw. Ill, no. 15).
2 Ormerocl, ii, 447 (Stanley inqs.).
3 Chester Fines, file 30 (16 Hen. VI). ' Ibid., file 31 (20 Hen. VI).
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later in the Stanley inquisitions. The estate was the 
inheritance of the three wives, but though there is nothing 
to show their ancestry it may be surmised they were 
representatives of the John Lancelyn mentioned above, 
because Pensby was held of the Lancelyns, and probably 
the lands in Poulton Lancelyn also.

These disjointed notes will show that there were various 
small freeholders in Moreton before the great changes of 
the sixteenth century. Birkenhead Priory having been 
suppressed in 1536, the Court of Augmentations in 
November 1544 demised for twenty-one years to Edward 
Plankney of Chester, gent., the lands of the Priory in 
Moreton, the tenants being Margaret Billinge, William 
Pemberton, John Pemberton, Thomas Fleshwere, John 
Griffith, 1 William Rutter, Richard Pemberton senior, 
Richard Pemberton junior and John Rathbone ; the 
great timber was reserved. Edward Plankney was one 
of the officials of the diocese of Chester. Then on 
3 September, 1565, the reversion (the lease having almost 
expired) was sold by the Crown outright, with the 
addition of the tenement of Thomas Tary [PTacy], to 
Richard Barnard and Robert Taylor, for £1363 y. lorf. 2 
This price may have included other tenements granted 
at the same time.

The next Moreton fine probably shows what became 
of this estate. In July 1577 William Dancer (or Dantsie) 
and Anne his wife disposed of 7 messuages, 100 ac., etc., 
in Moreton. 3 They were of Agecroft in Pendlebury, 
Lanes., and had no hereditary connexion with Moreton. 
From later proceedings it appears they sold it, with 
other lands, to William Chantrell, Hugh Johnson and

1 The will of Margaret Griffith of Moreton, widow, was proved in 1597; 
she left everything to Henry Watt the elder, husbandman ; Henry Watt in 
1607 left his goods to his wife Anne and his children ; W. F. Irvine, Bidston 
Regs., 9, 13.

2 Patent R. 1017 (7 Eliz., pt. 9). Plankney had to pay £/ 6s. Sd. 
' Chester Fines (July 19 Eliz.).
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William Lancaster, who divided the property between 
them.

William Chauntrall of the Bache near Chester died 
18 November, 1584, holding 3 messuages, 20 ac. of land, 
10 ac. of meadow and 16 ac. of pasture in Moreton of the 
Queen in socage as of her manor of East Greenwich, a 
tenure indicating some of the confiscated monastic land. 
He had in May 1582, in conjunction with his mother 
Jane, settled it on himself, his wife Elizabeth and their 
son William, with remainders to Richard and George 
Chauntrell, e^c. 1 William the son was aged 19 at his 
father's death, and a few years later sold his estate in 
Moreton to John Brock of Upton near Chester. 2 The 
new owner was dead in 1594, leaving a son and heir 
Robert, whose will made in November 1603 mentions 
his lands in Moreton. 3 As will be seen below, the Brocks 
had to sell their lands in the Civil War time.

William Lancaster died in 1594, leaving his lands to 
his niece Elizabeth; his widow Anne married John 
Meoles of Newton by Chester. Elizabeth married Robert 
Davies of Mollington, and she and her husband were in 
1605 involved in disputes with Meoles and his wife and 
with [William] Brock and   Johnson, these two being 
minors. 4 The Davieses in 1604 granted 2 messuages 
and 60 ac. land in Moreton to Thomas Dod and John Lea, 5 
and in 1618 they granted two other messuages and 40 ac. 
of land there to Robert Gill. 6 This seems to have 
terminated their connexion with the township.

1 Chester Inqs. p. m., flic 81 (27 Eliz., no. 2).
"Chester Fines, Sept. 31 Eliz., Oct. 34 Eliz. ; Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxix, 

P. 52-
3 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., Ixxiv, 164-73. The succession was : 

John (d. 1594) son Robert (d. 1603) son William (a. 12 in 1604 ; d. 1640) 
  son William (d. 1671) son William (d. 1716) son William (d. 1734).

1 Chester Exchequer Deps., 15/24, 15/25, 15/34.
6 Chester Fines, Nov. 2 James I. For an earlier lease, see Ancient Deeds 

(P.R.O.), C 6746.
* Chester Fines, April 16 James I.
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A more important personage made entry in 1603, Sir 
John Egerton of Egerton then acquiring a messuage and 
60 ac. of land in Moreton from Ralph Bostock. 1 Of 
Bostock's title nothing is known, but he had in 1596 
granted to Thomas Newton of Moreton a tenement in 
Moreton for the lives of Robert and Thomas, sons of the 
said Thomas by Anne daughter of Robert Wade. 2 The 
inquisition after Sir John Egerton's death describes his 
estate here as a messuage and lands in Moreton called 
Wade's tenement, late in the tenure of Robert Wade, 
deceased ; and another messuage with lands called Hill's 
tenement held in 1623 by   Hill, widow.3 They were 
held of William earl of Derby. 4 They descended in the 
family of Egerton of Oulton till recently, forming part 
of the Leasowe Castle estate.

The Urmstons, important locally, seem to have settled 
early in Moreton and the district, coming no doubt from 
Urmston near Manchester. A Robert de Urmston was 
prior of Birkenhead in 1425. 5 The name has not been 
noticed very early in the local records, but Robert 
Urmston of Moreton was a juror in I524, 8 Gilbert Urmston 
held 2 messuages and 16 ac. of land in Moreton and other 
places in 1584.' A family dispute in 1607 gives a few 
particulars of interest. In that year John Urmston 
claimed some right of common on the moor against 
Gilbert Urmston, eldest son and heir of William Urmston, 
who had held Gilbert's tenement in Moreton, some fifty

' Chester Fines, June i James I. A further purchase may be shown by a 
recovery of Sept. 7 James I.

2 Ancient Deeds (P.R.O.), C 6742, 6736. Bostock is described as "of 
Moulton." For pedigree, see Visit, of Cheshire, 1613 (Harl. Soc.), 34.

3 John Hill of Moreton in his will dated 30 April, 1623, mentions his wife 
Alice, children John, Thomas and Margaret, and son-in-law John Deane. 
His land, held by lease from the late Sir John Egerton, was to go to his wife 
and daughter; W. F. Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 39.

4 Chester Inqs. p. m., file 98 (21 James I, no. 7).
5 R. Stewart-Brown, Birkenhead Priory, 87.
6 Chester Plea R. 226, n. 27.
7 Chester Recoveries, Sept. 26 Eliz.



86 A History of the Old Parish of Bidston, Cheshire.

years earlier. The plaintiff was son of John a younger 
brother of William. A survey had been taken by Henry 
Connye, John Roberts and Miles Fells on behalf of 
Henry, late earl of Derby (d. 1593), whose son Earl 
William was now chief lord of the town moor. Arthur 
Urmston was one of the deponents in the case. The 
dispute was as to plaintiff's right to put a cow on a " cow 
grass " on the moor owned by defendant. 1

Gilbert Urmston made his will 3 March, 1618/19, and 
was buried in Bidston church on 6 March. He mentions 
Ellen Pemberton his sister and Elizabeth his wife, and 
one of his executors was John Hockenhull of Prenton, 
a kinsman. 2 His widow Elizabeth was buried 21 Decem 
ber, 1622 ; by her will she desired to be buried in Bidston 
church, " as neare to my late beloved husband Gilbert 
Urmston as may bee," and made numerous bequests : 
To John Smith of Storeton, certain land ; to John Smith 
of Landican, furniture including a " turnell" (for 
brewing) ; to Anne Smith my sister ; to Ellen Pemberton 
my husband's sister ; to others, a " hoop of barley " 
each, and to the churchwardens of Bidston 2os. a year 
for ever, of which 45. was to be given to the poor of the 
parish in the church porch every Good Friday. Included 
in her holding were six cowgates in the Duan in Saughall 
Massie. 3 John Urmston, no doubt the complainant in 
the suit of 1607, was buried 21 December, 1623, just a 
year later. In his will, made a few days before his death, 
he described himself as "of Moreton, yeoman," and 
mentioned his children John, Gilbert, Ellen and Anne, 
all quite young, his wife Anne, his brother Robert Urmston 
and his brother's daughter Katherine. 4

Robert Urmston, perhaps the brother of John first

1 Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Chcs., iv, 80. Field names mentioned : 
Little Kyllond, hullonds in the Gorstefieid and Ouldefield and Hawthorne, 
Dovehouselond, Waynsharelond, Smyrlelond, Wayebutt, Wyldmarelond, 
Bordemeadow, the Rake. See Chester Exchequer Deps. 15/25.

2 W. F. Irvinc, Bidston Regs., 25. 3 Ibid., 36. 4 Ibid., 40.
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named, in 1640 acquired from John and Richard Hunt 
2 messuages and 8 ac. of land in Moreton l ; and again 
in 1657 Robert Urmston the elder and Robert Urmston 
the younger obtained a further 2 messuages and 10 ac. 
from William Brock, esq., and Elizabeth his wife. 2 
William Brock, who was about 21 when the Civil War 
broke out, had fallen into difficulties through it. In 
his petition to the Committee for Compounding he states 
his case thus :

He had lived in Chester long before these troubles, and his 
estates had been sequestrated because Chester was held for the 
King, though he himself had never borne arms and had no other 
habitation to go to. His house [at Upton] had been burned 
down it was worth ^1000 and 22 milch kine in the barn were 
also burnt, and he had had other great losses. He asked leave 
to compound ; he had taken the Negative Oath and the National 
Covenant.

In a further petition, about November 1650, he says :

His composition is set at ^280, but he has no estate free and is 
living on the charity of his mother and brethren. He therefore 
asks leave to sell two several tenements in Moreton in Wirral 
and messuages, etc., in Christleton and Cotton.

Permission was given on 20 November to sell " the 
said fee farm rents," provided the composition be paid. 3 
Thomas Brock, perhaps of the same family, acquired land 
in Moreton in April 1757,* but in June 1789 the estates of 
" the late Thomas Brock " were sold. 5

The Urmstons continued to prosper, and the Kingston 
map of 1665 shows that Robert Urmston had a consider 
able freehold in Moreton ; he was probably the owner

1 Chester Fines, Sept. 16 Chas. I.
2 Chester Fines, Oct. 1657. William Brooke and Elizabeth his wife had 

been parties to a fine of Oct. 1654 concerning property in Upton by Chester 
and Moreton.

3 Com. for Compounding, G 187, ff. 804, 806.
4 Chester Fines, April 30 Gco. II, April 31 Geo. II.
6 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., ix, 27. Field names are given, including the Triangle.

1
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of a house in the village by the chapel, but next to it 
there was another house owned by " Mag'. Urmston." 
The map shows three freeholders of the name, Robert, 
John and Margaret. Robert Urmston had " strong lean 
ings towards nonconformity," and in 1667 refused to pay 
the levy the parishioners had imposed upon themselves 
to augment the curate's stipend. 1 The history of his 
descendants is lost ; John Urmston was later represented 
by Newport Urmston, who lived at Newton in West Kirby. 
Mr. Irvine says :

" The family continued in the parish until the present [igth] 
century, though by this time they had parted with most of their 
property. The last representative was celebrated for the antique- 
ness of his dress, as he resolutely wore a blue swallow-tail coat, 
with brass buttons, long after such a garment had gone out of 
fashion. ' 2

The Hockenhulls of Prenton have been mentioned 
above. They also were freeholders in Moreton, occurring 
in the fines, etc., from 1640. In 1679 Henry Hockenhull, 
as son of John who died in 1652, claimed lands in Tran- 
mere and Moreton against George Hockenhull, esq., son 
and heir of Richard, who died in 1675, John Kent and 
Elizabeth his wife and others ; it appeared that plaintiff's 
daughter had married William Whitmore. 3 George 
Hockenhull, esq., was vouchee in a recovery of lands in 
Prenton, Moreton and Tranmere in 1747. 4

The families of Bennett and Pemberton occur in this 
and surrounding townships. An account of the former 
family, by Mr. E. M. Hance, has been published in the 
Transactions of the Historic Society (xxxviii, 100). He 
traces them in the line John Bennett, probably an offshoot 
of the Bennetts of Saughall in the time of Henry VIII  
son William (d. 1594) son William (d. 1637) son Thomas 
(dead in 1679) son William (churchwarden of Bidston

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., i, 36. 2 Trans. Hist. Soc., xlv, 75.
3 Chester Exchequer Deps. 15/87. 4 Chester Recoveries, April 20 Geo. II.
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1684 and 1694, d. 1706) son William (d. 1700) eldest 
dau. Margaret, who in 1711 married Peter Maddock of 
Moreton (son of Thomas and Alice) son Peter Maddock. 
In 1773 Samuel Aspinwall acquired a tenement in Moreton 
from Peter Maddock and Mary his wife. 1 On a house 
in the village are the initials

* B *
W M

1690

carved on a chimney-stack, standing for William Bennett 
(the younger) and Margaret his wife (who d. 1694).

The Pemberton family had various branches. Henry 
Pemberton, yeoman, died in 1592, and his will gives some 
details worth recording. He mentions his wife Jane, 
his eldest son Miles, to whom he left his lands in Liscard 
and Moreton, and other children William, Katherine, 
Thomas, John and Margaret. He ends with a protest 
concerning the field named :

I manifest it unto all men that whereas I gave unto Mr. William 
Glegge of Gayton, esq., and Mary Glegge his wife the sum of ^3 
for and in consideration of agreements about a certain little 
closure of ground called the Hobfeelde, which variance about 
the said ground was begun between one Edward Plankneye, 
gent., and father unto the said Mary Glegge, and one George 
Pemberton of Moreton, and uncle unto me the said Henry 
Pemberton. And then I had gotten xviii witnesses ready to be 
sworn about the said closure ground, and in the mean space the 
said Edward Plankneye died ; and I do protest that the same 
closure of ground is contained within the deeds of my other land 
in Moreton. 2

Miles Pemberton held 2 messuages in Moreton and 
Liscard in 1599 ; 3 and the same or another Miles had 
2 messuages and 15 ac. of land in Moreton in 1637.* 
The different branches of Pemberton cannot be traced

1 Chester Fines, April 13 Geo. III. 2 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 8. 
3 Chester Fines, Oct. 41 Eliz. « Ibid., April, 13 Charles I.
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satisfactorily ; but it is possible that sales of lands in 
Moreton, Saughall Massie, Hoose and Upton made in 
1707 to John Glegg of Irby and to Richard Cartwright 
by Peter Pemberton and Elizabeth his wife and William, 
Peter's son and heir apparent, 1 show the ending of the 
above Henry's line.

Robert Pemberton the elder, of Moreton, made his will 
4 February 1631/2, and died shortly afterwards. He 
mentions sons Edward and Miles, daughter Ellen, son-in- 
law Robert Gill, and grandsons Henry and Robert 
Pemberton ; this last was residuary legatee and was 
" to be brought up with learning at the schole." 2 These 
details agree with the following pedigree of " Pemberton 
of Moreton " given by Randle Holme. 3 It seems to 
have been compiled for some special purpose in 1657, and 
therefore is contemporary. No arms are recorded.

Edward Glegg of Gayton in 1685 gave to his eldest son 
William " my two tenements thone called Hancocks and 
thother Pembertons tenement, scituate in Moreton . . . 
which tenements I purchased and the inheritance 
thereof." * Thus one of the Pemberton holdings passed 
to the Gleggs. The Hancocks were another well-estab- 
lised family in the parish. The inventory of James 
Handcock of Moreton in 1603 is noteworthy for one item : 
" One Bible with other English books . . . IDS." 5 
Thomas Handcock of Moreton in 1623 left the bulk of 
his property to his only son Henry. 6

John Webster in 1648 purchased from William Brocke, 
gent., and Elizabeth his wife (see above) a messuage and 
20 ac. of land in Moreton. 7 John Webster had one of 
the larger houses in Moreton in 1664, as appears by the 
Hearth Tax, and was churchwarden of the parish in

1 Chester Fines, April 6 Anne.
2 W. F. Irviue, Bidston Regs., 44. Miles Pemberton was a witness.
3 Harl. MS. 2146, f. 206. See opposite page.
4 Trans. Hist. Soc., Ixxvii, 132. 5 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 9. 
6 Ibid., 40. ' Chester Fines, April 24 Chas. I.
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1666. x William Webster was vouchee in a recovery of a 
tenement similar to the above in 1739. z William Webster, 
gent., acquired further land in 1793. 3 Wilkinson Webster 
of Moreton occurs below in 1811, and was buried in 
Bidston church in 1818, aged 54. Charles Bird was 
demandant, and John Webster, Susannah Egerton, 
widow, William, Thomas and Richard Webster were 
deforciants to a fine in 1825. The Websters had land 
also in Poulton-cum-Seacombe, and acquired a consider 
able estate in Upton, and William Webster of Upton 
Hall presented to the curacy of Overchurch from 1832 
to 1847. The Webster estates in Upton and Moreton 
were sold about 1918, a considerable portion being 
acquired by Mr. F. 0. Paul of Oxton.

The following seem to be earlier stages in the pedigree, 
but the name occurring frequently in registers, etc., it is 
difficult to be certain of identity :

John son of John Webster of Moreton was baptised at Bidston 
8 May, 1688. He died February 1698/9. Admon.iyoy.

John Webster of Moreton, husbandman, on 22 July, 1712, 
married Susannah Litherland of Wallasey, at St. Michael's, 
Chester. John was buried at Bidston 14 January, 1734/5.

Several of their children were baptised at Bidston, including 
William, on 22 May, 1716. He appears to be the William who 
married Sarah . . . ; their son John was baptised at Bidston 
2 November, 1746, and seems to be the John Webster of Upton 
Hall, who has a monument in Bidston Church. He died in 1835 ; 
his wife Mary in 1810.

The Kingston map of 1665 shows the part of Moreton 
held by the lord of Bidston, and gives the following names 
of other freeholders : the earl of Bridgewater, widow 
Brewerton, William Bennett, Sir Philip Egerton, Thomas 
Gill, Esquire Hockenhull, Thomas Langford; John, 
Robert and William Pemberton ; Henry Robinson, Sir

1 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 86.
1 Chester Recoveries, April 12 Geo. II.
3 Chester Fines, Sept. 33 Geo. III.
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William Stanley [of Hooton] ; Robert, John and Margaret 
Urmston ; Henry Watts, John Webster. Many of these 
have been mentioned in the preceding account, and 
others are mentioned in the fines and recoveries ; e.g. 
Thomas Langford and Jane his wife occur in 1675.! 
How the Earl of Bridgewater acquired his estate has not 
been ascertained, nor does it appear from the fines how 
he disposed of it. As to " widow Brewerton " may be 
cited the following note by Mr. Irvine :

This family [Brereton] died out about 1670. They have left 
their name behind in a field in Moreton called Brereton's 
Meadow. The name was a very uncommon one in Wirral at this 
period ; in fact, I find no other example of it except in Wallasey. 
This being so, it is suggestive to find in Harl. MS. 2074, p. 148, 
that " In 1345 William de Brereton of Brereton gave by deed 
one messuage to his son John de Brereton, ' parson of the mediety 
of the church of Waley ' (Wallasey)." 2

The will of John Bruerton of Moreton (1608) is given in 
Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xxii, 13. It mentions his wife 
Catherine, sons John and Edward, and daughters.

The will of John Brereton, dated 8 March 1664/5, 
mentions his wife Margaret, sons John and William, 
daughter Ellen, " landlord Urmiston," and others. 3

Handle Holme III, compiling his list of lords of manors 
and freeholders in 1668, gives much the same names in 
Moreton ; but he appears to have thought that the 
" New Hall by Wallasey Race " was in Bidston, and 
attaches several Moreton landowners to it. Corrected 
in this respect, his account reads :

1 Chester Fines,May, 27 Chas. II. Thomas Langford of Moreton, yeoman, 
who died in Sept. 1696, left his house and lands in Moreton to his son Hugh ; 
mentions his wife Jane, his daughter Hannah wife of Thomas Wilson of 
Bidston, and other children, including a son Ralph, to whom he left " the 
summe of one shilling " ; W. F. Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 94. Thomas Langford, 
gent., was vouchee in a recovery in 1745 ; Chester Recoveries, April 18 Geo. 
II.

2 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 6. 3 Ibid., 54.
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MORETON. Had a chapel. The baron of Kingston in Ireland 
is lord ; late the Earl of Derby's, who sold it to ... Steele, 
counsellor, and he to Lord Kingston. Other owners are :

Robert Ornieston
Thomas Langford
John Webster
John Ormeston
Sir Philip Egerton of Olton
Thomas Healy of Upton by Chester
John Weston
William Lea
Henry Robinson
John Bennett of Saughall
George Bennett of Saughall
Earl of Bridgewater
Sir William Stanley of Hooton. 1

The 1665 Survey gives the usual list of tenants in 
Lord Kingston's part of Moreton. It may be summarised 
as follows :

1665. 
Bennett, William I, 32 ac.

  William I, 5 ac. 
(of Pastureside) 

Burd, James, 21 ac. 
Hancock, William, 8 ac. 
Linaker, Richard, 23 ac. 
Pemberton, John, 2 ac. 
Rathborne, John, 36 ac. 
Urmston, John, 5 ac.

,, Mary, i^ ac. 
Wats, Thomas, 28 ac.

1719.
Peter Maddock 
William Yewds

Samuel Nangreve 
Henry Hancock 
Jeremiah Wilson 
John Kitchen 
John Kitchens

Thomas Urmston 
Thomas Stanford

1777. 
Peter Maddock

John Dawson

John Davies 
William Webster 
Thomas Smith 
John Dawson 
William Dod

The tenants holding less than an acre were James 
Anderton, William Dod, John Gowen, Ellin Graviner, 
Richard Pemberton, John Upshon, Thomas Urmston.

The townfields appear to have been enclosed, but 
there was still much common land. The great common 
of 279 ac. was good pasture, except about 20 ac. of gorse ;

1 Harl. MS. 2010, f. 14.
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in addition, 35 ac. of good pasture called West Carr; 
all belonging to the town.

An enclosure of the greater part of the commons was 
made in 1698, a map of which is entered in the Survey. 
The Vyner tenants who benefited were most of them 
mentioned above under 1719, with William Wilson and 
some others.

There are but few fines and recoveries concerning More- 
ton, and they do not provide an outline of the changes in 
ownership which took place in the eighteenth century 
and later. The following, however, may be recorded : 
Obadiah Wilson demandant and Jeremy and Thomas 
Wilson were vouchees in a recovery in 1739. John 
Milling ton, peruke-maker, Mary his wife ; James Dod, 
yeoman, Martha his wife, and Anne Lea spinster, were 
deforciants to a fine in 1777 ; Wilkinson Webster and 
Henry Potts were demandants and William Meacock, 
Thomas Brown, Ellen Case, spinster, John Millington 
and Mary his wife, Thomas Dod and Peter Yoxall, de 
forciants to a fine in 1811. Gilbert Urmston and Susan 
nah his wife were vouchees in a recovery in 1820.

The following outline of a lease is entered in the Survey 
Book, dated 3 March, 1767 :

To George Madow a cottage in Moreton late James Wharton's.
The cottage, gardens and buildings thereto belonging, con 

taining about ij measures sowing ;
The half-acre abutting west and Thomas Hancock's half-acre 

north on Mr. Stamford ground, east on Yewds land ;
One gate in Moreton Pasture.

Some notes of the Rathbornes or Rathbones of Moreton 
may be given. John Rathbone made his will 10 Novem 
ber, 1724, and died before 1732 when his youngest son 
Samuel claimed a legacy from his brother William. 1 He 
was buried at Bidston 10 April, 1733, having made his 
will two days previously, mentioning the sums his brothers

1 Chester Exchequer Bills 16/125.



The Township of Moreton.

Thomas Willson 
John Jones 
John Wharton 
Thomas Smith 
John Youds 
Thomas Hancock

James Wharton 
Richard Woodward 
Hanna Williams 
George Meadow 
Daniel Peacock 
Henry Smith.

William and John were to pay him under their father's 
will and making provision for his wife Margaret and 
daughter Sarah. 1 Thomas Rathbone, mariner, and 
Joseph Rathbone, cabinet-maker, sons of John Rathbone, 
deceased, were in 1749 plaintiffs against Sarah Rathbone, 
Isaac Hyde and Hannah Rathbone. 2

The following paid land tax in Moreton township (or 
" hamlet ") in 1764, the total amount being ^60 us.

John Chatterton 
John Dawson 
William Webster 
Gilbert Urmson 
Thomas Stamford 
Thomas Lee 
Peter Maddock

Samuel Jackson of Moreton, yeoman, was buried at 
Bidston 31 January, 1690/1, having desired to be laid 
" as near my late deceased and dear wife as may be." 
He mentions " my landlord Egerton" (of Leasowe), 
" my father Thomas Jackson " and various children and 
kinsfolk. To his son Samuel he left his tenement in 
Higher Bebington. The inventory included 144 cheeses 
worth £27, and a sword and gun. 4

Lingham in the north-west corner of the township was 
tenanted by Richard Linaker, who had a house in the 
village. He was succeeded by Daniel and Jeremiah 
Wilson, and a house in Moreton bears a plate thus 
inscribed :

A Robert Linaker was drowned by accident in a pit 
at Moreton on 2 August, 1524. 5

'Will proved at Chester 17 Oct., 1734.
2 Chester Exchequer Depos. 15/148. 3 Trans. Hist. Sac., xxvii, 164. 
* W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 84. 'Chester Plea R., 226, m. 27.

II
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MORETON CHAPEL.

As stated above, the old chapel is shown, standing 
beside the village green, in the plan of 1665. It was a 
small building, rectangular in plan, with doorway on the 
south side, belfry over the west gable, and cross on the 
eastern one. It had one bell in 1549, and there was also 
a chalice. 1 The following appear to have served the 
chapel :

1554 William Bimson 2
1571 William Edmundson 3

It appears that the chaplain had been supported by a 
levy on the inhabitants, but by 1598 the people had 
begun to refuse to pay 4 ; and then, there being no stipend, 
the chapel ceased to be used and gradually fell into decay. 
According to Gastrell, it was finally demolished about 
1680. 5 In the time of the Commonwealth Mr. Samuel 
Marsden in 1647 had a stipend of £42 135. as minister at 
Moreton chapel, derived from royalist sequestrations and 
the endowments of the abolished dean and chapter of 
Chester. 6 On the Restoration this stipend would cease 
at once, the chapel again falling into disuse and ruin.

In the middle of last century William Inman, a Liver 
pool steamship owner, and Thomas Webster, a local 
landowner, provided money and land for church and 
vicarage, and a parish was formed for it in January 
1864 by the townships of Moreton and Saughall Massey. 
The incumbent was at first called a perpetual curate and 
in 1867 a vicar ; now he is styled rector. The first 
endowment was £33 6s. 8d., but this was resigned in 
1865, when the Ecclesiastical Commissioners (apparently

'Exchequer Docs. (P.R.O.), 117/1/46.
2 Wirral N. & Q., ii, 59. 3 Ches. Sheaf, 3rd S., v, 6. 
4 Wirral N. & Q., ii, 80. With the decline in the value of money in the 

sixteenth century, the old stipends ceased to be sufficient for maintenance. 
* Notitia Cest., i, 56. 
6 Harl. MS. 2018, f. 143 ; Plund. Mins. Accts. (Rec. Soc.), i, 152, 200.
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in response to a benefaction by Mr. Inman) assigned to 
it the tithe rent charge, formerly paid to the bishops of 
Chester, from the two townships named ; the standard 
sum being £208 6s. id.

CHRIST CHURCH, MORETON,

was built in 1863 from designs by John Cunningham, 
architect. It is in the style of the fourteenth century. 
It consists of chancel, with transeptal vestry on the 
south side, aisleless nave of four bays with organ chamber 
on the north end, south porch, and north-west tower 
surmounted by a spire and pinnacles. The lower part 
of the tower forms the baptistery, access to the upper 
stage being through an external doorway. There are 
four bells, and all the fittings are modern. 

The following have been rectors :

1863. MATTHEW FEARNLEY, 1 M.A., of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, B.A., 1847, Missionary in China 1855-9. 
He resigned in 1897, and died in 1909.

1897. WILLIAM JACOB SPINK, M.A., St. Mary Hall, 
Oxford ; B.A. 1888. He became rector of Haddlesey, 
near Selby, in 1926.

1926. CHARLES EDWARD WORMELL, B.A. Manchester; 
formerly vicar of Christ Church, Somers Town.

The parish includes Moreton and Saughall Massie. 
The income, according to Crockford, is now £430, with a 
house. The patronage is vested in Simeon's Trustees.

The following notes of the inscriptions in the church 
and churchyard are due to Mr. F. C. Beazley, F.S.A.

1 Father of the Town Clerk of Birkenhead, viz. James Fearnley, solicitor, 
the latter born at Moreton 25 May, 1865, buried Woodchurch 23 April, 1924.
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IN THE NAVE.

In the centre of the south wall, a window of three lights, under 
which is a long brass, in O.E. lettering :

To the Glory of God and in memory of Thomas Webster of 
Overchurch Hill who died 17 th July 1872 also of Sarah | his wife 
who died 2oth January 1873. This window was placed by Thomas 
Webster of Leasowe Bank. |

On the east wall, south side of the nave, a white marble tablet, 
in capital letters, all same size as to initials :

To | WILLIAM INMAN ESQUIRE, | of Upton Manor, | the builder 
of this church, | the founder and perpetual benefactor of this 
parish, | the originator of steamship emigration ; | of | stainless 
honour, | unfailing friendship, | generous heart, | and | open hand. 
| This tablet is erected by grateful and attached friends. | A.D. 
1881.

On the north wall a brass in an ornamental black and white 
marble setting ; mixed letters :

Sacred to the memory of | ROSA, wife of THOMAS WEBSTER, | of 
this Parish, | and seventh daughter of | WILLIAM CLIFF, Mer 
chant, | of Liverpool, | who suddenly departed this life | on the 
29th April 1879, aged 24, | and whose mortal remains are | interred 
in this churchyard. | In affectionate remembrance of | a very 
loving and dutiful daughter, | her father has erected this | tablet 
to her memory, also the | " Liverpool Home for Aged Mariners " ; 
| which was formally opened by | the Duke of Edinburgh, on 
the i6 th December 1882. | [Text.]

Also to the Rev. Matthew Fearnley, rector 1863-97, who died 
in 1909, and to twenty-six men of the parish " who served their 
King and country in the Great War, 1914-19, especially those 
who sacrificed their lives."

IN THE CHANCEL.

On the north wall a brass records : The site of this church 
and of the adjoining | Rectory was given by Thomas Webster | 
Esq. of Overchurch Hill, Upton, A.D. 1862.

IN THE CHURCHYARD.

On a very large cross recumbent on a table, of stone, in capital 
letters :

In memory of | Thomas Webster, | of Overchurch Hill, who 
died 17 July 1872 | aged 85 years | also of | Sarah, his widow, | 
who died 2o th January 1873 | aged 77 years. | Also of | Rosa, wife
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of Thomas Webster | son of the above named | Thomas Webster, | 
who died at Sinton 2gth April 1879 | aged 24 years | And also 
of | William James, | fourth son of the first named | Thomas 
Webster | who died on a voyage from Malta | on 2oth February 
1883 | aged 52 years | And also of Thomas | third son of the first 
named | Thomas Webster | who died at Leasowc Bank, | on 2 nd 
December 1902 | aged 73 years |

Next to above a large tomb ; in capital letters :
William Inman, | born 6 April 1825 died 3rd July 1881.
Frederick Stobart Inman | born 5 th October 1865, | died i 8 ' 

October 1869 | William Hamilton Inman, | born 23nl March 1853 | 
died 3o'h July 1888 | at Kimberlcy S.A.

Cecil Alma Inman, | born 2o th September 1854, | departed this 
life 29th November 1870. | Gladys Stobart Inman, | born 2iBt 
August 1883, | died 22 nrt April 1885, | daughter of Herbert 
Inman. |

A school, which stands at the western end of the village, 
was built at the same time as the church.
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SAUGHALL MASSIE.

THIS township forms the western boundary of the parish 
and is distinguished from the Saughalls on Dee side by 
adding the name of its ancient lords. The first part of 
the name has a great variety of spellings, Salghale, 
Saugham, etc. The area is 942 ac., being about ij mile 
from S.E. to N.W. and nearly a mile across. It was 
formerly considered a dreary and miserable locality.

Greasby Brook and Arrowe Brook, into which the 
former flows, make the south-east boundary, and along 
this extends the highest land, from 50 to 80 ft. above sea- 
level. The small village lies at the eastern end of this 
higher tract, and here there is Saughall Bridge leading 
to the town of Upton. Another ancient roadway goes 
north and north-east to Moreton Bridge and so to Moreton 
village ; a third leads westward to Three Lanes End and 
then to Newhouse in Grange, with one branch, called 
" Roman Road," leading to Meols, and an opposite branch 
going south to Greasby. More recently the old road has 
been continued south-west through Newton to Grange 
and West Kirby, making the junction Four Lanes End. 
Another recent road in the northern half of the township 
connects Moreton with Fornall Bridge and Hoylake. 
From the village an old roadway leads north across the 
Carrs to Meols. The Carrs, called Carrhouses, low-lying, 
moist lands, occupy the northern half of the township 
and have a north-eastern extension along the Birket 
Brook, known as the Duans.

Owing to the growth of Hoylake some modifications 
have been made recently in the boundaries in the extreme
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north-west ; J thus the railway station called Meols has 
been taken into Hoylake. Here also is the district called 
Fornall, marked by Fornall Bridge over the Birket ; and 
in this corner the old map places " The Carrs belonging to 
Mr. Meols," being no doubt an allotment made to the lord 
of the adjacent manor when the commons in Saughall were 
enclosed, as compensation for his loss of pasture rights 
in the Carrs. The acreage in 1921 was recorded as 891.

The Kingston Survey map of 1665 shows only about 
seven dwelling-houses in the village, but there were others 
in the carrs. The traveller at that time, after crossing 
the brook in coming from Upton, would on reaching the 
principal road find the houses of Edward Wainwright and 
Thomas Maddock on his left and right, and the larger ones 
of Henry and John Bennett facing him. To the north 
of the latter was a triangular piece of common, the village 
green, long since enclosed. Going north along the road 
he would at a turn eastward come to the mill, which was 
the distinguishing feature of the township.

Little can be related of the history of this mill. It is 
not mentioned in the Derby rental of 1521-2, but in 1598 
John and Henry Bennett purchased from William earl 
of Derby the windmill and 30 ac. of land in Saugham 
Massie. 2 The mill is drawn on the plan of 1665 ; it was 
not then included in the Bidston estate, being held by a 
freeholder not named, but probably one of the Bennetts 
or Urmstons. By 1719 it had been acquired by the 
Vyners and was occupied by Esther Martin at a rent of 
£6 a year ; 3 later, about 1762, Thomas Kirk had it for 
the same rent. " Saughan Mill " will be noticed as a 
landmark on Fearon and Eyes' map of the port of Liver-

1 By these Hoylake gave 60 ac. to Saughall, which gave 49 ac. to Hoylake, 
in 1915. Teesdale's map of 1828 shows a variation from the usual bounds 
at this point.

- Chester Fines, Sept. 40 Eliz.
3 One Thomas Martin and Alice his wife had land in the Carr in 1617 ; 

Chester Fines, April 13 James I.
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pool in 1737. It was a " peg mill," and stood till about 
1870. The last of the millers there is said to have been 
one Richard Hale, a member of a family connected with 
the mills at Irby and other places in Wirral.

The old Saughall Massie mill was rented for its last few years 
by a man named Massey. His wife, who still [1903] lives in the 
village, said in a pathetic way that the mill was the ruin of her 
husband, and was not pulled down but actually fell to pieces. 
The ruins were sold, and a portion of the works, with one pair 
of stones, were taken to Bidston Hall and worked as a stream 
mill in an outbuilding there for about twenty years. This pair of 
stones is still to be seen lying outside. Another pair lies in front 
of the doorway to Mr. Maxwell's farmhouse along Parkfields Lane. 1

There was one alehouse in Saughall in 1561, kept by 
Thomas Smythe. 2 He was perhaps ancestor of the 
Smiths noticed later.

Saughall seems never to have been reckoned as a 
separate manor ; it was merely a hamlet of the manor of 
Bidston, and the tenants did suit at the court there. This 
portion of the estate is mentioned as " land in Saughall 
Massie " in the inquisition after the death of Roger Le 
Strange in 1382 ; and in 1459 Sir Thomas (lord) Stanley 
was said to have held 10 messuages and 100 ac. of land 
of Sir Robert Booth and John Chantrell of Dunham in 
socage, the clear annual value being 6os.3 In the Derby 
rental of 1521-2 very few details are afforded us, the 
record stating : 4

SALGHAM MASSEY. One red rose free rent from Thomas 
Bennett, son of John Bennett deceased, for one tenement and one 
bovate of land which he holds of the lord by Knight's service, etc.

Also £11 175. jd. rents of tenants of the lord there payable ; 
with 265. 8d. farm of a capital messuage lately acquired from John 
Whitmore the elder . . . . . . £13. 43. $d.

The rent of a parcel of land containing I acre in the Leefeld in 
Salgham, now enclosed by John Benet  . . . I2d.

1 Trans. Hist. Soc., Iv, Ivi, 143. 
3 Dep. Keepers' Rep., xxxvii, 676.

2 Wirral N. &  Q., i, 81. 
4 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., iv. 37, etc.
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Rent hens at i^d. each (number not given)
William Lyne of Newton (late John Goodman) for licence to 

have a road in Salgham Carr to Newton [in Grange] . nd.
Lost rent. A forge in Salgham Massey, late in the tenure of 

Hugh Penketh fallen down ..... izd.

The Kingston Survey of 1665, with its supplementary 
notes, gives the following list of the tenants at that time, 
and their successors, the dates 1719, etc., being approxi 
mately :

1665.
[i] Bennett, Christopher 
[2] Bennett, George 
[3] Bennett, Henry 
[4] Bennett, Thomas 
[5] Harrison, Thomas 
[6] Jones, Nathaniel 
[7] Kemp, John 
[8] Haddock, Thomas 
[9] Martin, John 

[10] Pemberton, Miles
[n] Smith, Mary
[12] Wainwright, Edward

1719.
[i] Thomas Berry 
[2] Jeremiah Ainsdale 
[3] George Surges 
[4] Daniel Peacock 
[5] Thomas Harrison 
[6] William Yewds 
[7] Thomas Ainsdale 
[8] John Rathbone 
[9] Esther Martin 3

[10] John Wilson 4
[n] John Penkett
[12] John Good win

24 ac. 1
17 ac.
49 ac.
62 ac.
46 ac.
52 ac.
15 ac.
53 ac.
61 ac. 
68 ac. 2
64 ac.
53 ac.

John Peacock

Thomas Jones 
Thomas Kemp

George Martin 
Matthew Wilson 
George Smith 
Arthur Goodwin

I736-
[i] George Warrington 
[2] Daniel Wilkinson 
[3] Josiah Baxendale 
[4]   
[5]   
[6] .
[7] Thomas Dalby
[8] Peter Maddock
[9] Thomas Kirk

[10] John Crompton
[n] James Bradburn
[12] ....

1 The Totals call him John Bennett and make Christopher his successor. 
1 The Totals insert: " William Livcrseeth in manibus propriis," after 

Pemberton.
3 The Mill is inserted after her name.
1 Against John Wilson's name is a later entry :

(William Wilson
iDiderick Hunter (?).
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1762 or later. 
[i] .... 
[2] Thomas Wilkinson
[3]  
[4] Martha Peacock
[5] William Goodwin
[6] Thomas Yowds
[7] .
[8] William Maddock

This accounts for 564 statute acres. The land appears 
to have been almost entirely enclosed by 1665. Some 
notes about the above tenants will be given later ; mean 
time it may be stated that in 1655 William Steele, who 
purchased Bidston, obtained 2 messuages and 40 ac. of 
land in Saughall Massie and Moreton from Nathaniel 
Jones, yeoman, Margaret his wife, Thomas Watts, yeo 
man, and Ellen his wife. 1

Randle Holme in 1668 makes the following note :

SAUGHALL MASSIE. The baron of Kingston in Ireland bought 
of ... Steele, counsellor, who bought it of the Earl of Derby. 

Freeholders : George Bennett, John Bennett.

The Survey shows Robert Urmston of Moreton as a 
freeholder, and there were others, e.g. the Mr. Meolse 
named above, and Coventry of Newhouse in Grange, who 
had land in the south-west corner, by Three Lanes End.

The references to Saughall in the records are but scanty. 2 
One of the earliest is in 1307, when Hamon de Mascy 
claimed a tenement in this township against Hugh de 
Venables and others, who retorted-by claiming a tenement

1 Chester Fines, April 1655.
1 Since Mr. Brownbill's death, the John Rylands Library has acquired 

among the Stanley Charters, one (no. 1783) relating to Saughall Massie. 
It is endorsed " Saughain " and is a confirmation between 1207 and 1229 by 
Ranulf earl of Chester to William son of Gerard, of 4 bovates " in Saham in 
Wirhallia," with Richard and Siward, the tenants and their " sequela," 
which Alan de Tatton and Petronilla his wife, had given to him by charter 
for services specified therein and which William deserved to hold. Another 
deed (no. 1784) is an undated lease by Richard le Hurele [? Erie] to William 
lord of Hoton of lands on " Sallechale juxta Morton."
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in the adjoining Newton. 1 This was apparently a 
boundary dispute ; the result is not recorded.

Another shows that there was at least one free tenant 
using the local surname. In 1322 Lucy widow of Robert 
son of Henry de Salghale claimed against Richard le Erie 
a messuage and 4 ac. of land here held by Reginald de 
Estham and Margery his wife, perhaps as part of Margery's 
dower. Lucy's right was acknowledged, and the land 
was to descend to her son Richard, Reginald and Margery 
doing fealty to Lucy in court. 2 In 1351 Richard son of 
Richard Dobbeson of Salghall acknowledged a debt, and 
in 1374 Richard Hicheson of Salghan was concerned in 
a bond. 3 It is possible that these were Lucy's descend 
ants, and that the land was acquired by the Bennetts.

The Derby Rental of 1521-2 mentions land acquired 
from John Whitmore the elder perhaps the John Whit- 
more of Thurstaston who died in 1496. In 1560 Elizabeth 
Whitmore, perhaps the widow of the younger John (who 
died in 1553), contributed to a subsidy for lands in 
Saughall Massie. 4

The chief freeholders, however, were the Bennett family, 
which had branches in this and several neighbouring 
townships. In November 1369 Richard son of Henry de 
Bruen 5 released to Peter Benet all claim to a messuage 
and one bovate of land in Saughall Massie ; and to this 
deed was appended a seal bearing the coat later used by 
the Bennetts, Argent two bars gules within a bordure 
engrailed sable ; 6 arms which suggest some connexion 
with the Mainwarings. In 1381 Peter Benet obtained 
from W7illiam de Stanley, forester of Wirral, a release

1 Chester Plea R. 18, m. 9.
2 Chester Fines, file 9. Ida de Salghale, who had land in Moreton, may 

have been one of the family.
3 Chester, Eyre R. 3, in. 29; 5, m. i. 
1 Beazley, Thitrstaston, 58.
5 He seems to be called also Richard del Meoles.
* Harl. MS. 2153, f. 102. The charters accompany a pedigree dated 1631 

used in Trans. Hist. Soc., xxxviii, 45.
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from all claims of puture in respect of his lands in 
Saughall.*

An inquest was held at Bidston on 30 November, 1438, 
on one Robert Benet, killed at Salghan by William Anyon 
on 20 September by striking him on the head with a 
" mall " (value \d.}. The jury, who included Henry Benet 
of Salghall and Thomas Benet of Moreton, returned a 
verdict of felony ; and Anyon, who had fled, was out 
lawed. The widow Alice Benet made a claim against John 
son of William Anyon, who had aided his father. 2

A John Benet of Saughall occurs some years later. 
Thomas Benet of Saughall took part in 1497 in an 
exchange of lands in Wallasey ; in 1511 he acquired land 
in Liscard from Jenkin Thomason ; and in June 1526 
he granted all his lands in Saughall Massie, Wallasey, 
etc., to Roger Benet, chaplain, John Benet, grantor's 
elder son, Henry Hockenhull and Robert Gill of Denwall. 3

John, Henry and Morgan Bennet all contributed in 
Saughall to the subsidy of 1544. Henry and Morgan are 
not named in the family pedigree compiled by Mr. E. M. 
Hance from one made in 1631 by Randle Holme I. 4 
According to it the first line is : John Benet son Chris 
topher, d. 1565 5 son John, " born the year his father 
died," and living on till 28 September, 1631, when he was 
buried at Bidston 6 son Christopher, d. 1663 son John, 
with whom the line appears to have failed. The rental 
of 1665, however, though it gives Christopher Bennett 
in the main account, gives John in the Totals and records 
a Christopher as successor. It is evident in other ways

' 1 Harl. MS. 2153 (A), f. 102. 
! Chester Plea R. 154, m. 9, 27.
3 Harl. MS. 2153, f. 102. The Roger Benet named seems to have been a 

younger son, who was later (c. 1560) vicar of St. Oswald's, Chester.
4 Trans. Hist. Soc., xxxviii, 46-55.
5 The date of death is not certain ; he appears to have been living in 1579; 

Wirml N. & Q., i, 80.
" In 1618 John Bennett and his wife made a settlement of lands in Saughall 

Massey, Wallasey and Poulton ; Chester Fines, Sept. 16 James I.
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that the freeholders also held land as tenants of the lord 
of Bidston.

Mr. Hance (p. 53) prints the will of John Bennet 
(d. 1631), which mentions sons Christopher, John, Thomas 
and Henry, and also gives field names Car Hey, Awebutt 
Hey (Allbut), Illison (?) Hey, New Car, and directs that 
" William Billinge shall hold six beasts' grasse in the 
Duon [Duan] during his term." In 1659 Christopher 
Bennett of Saughall Massie, gent., aged 70, appeared to 
give evidence ; he had been high constable for the lower 
division of Wirral in 1642-4.*

In 1663 administration of the goods of Christopher 
Bennett of Saughall was granted to the widow Elizabeth 
and son John (p. 54). Christopher Bennett and Elizabeth 
his wife had in 1642 made a settlement of lands in Saughall 
Massie ; 2 in 1657 they with John their son and heir 
apparent sold a messuage and 60 ac. of land in Saughall 
to Robert Gregg the elder, 3 and in 1662 Christopher 
Bennett and John his son and heir apparent sold lands 
(possibly all) to Robert Urmston. 4 In the plan of 1665 
Urmston's freehold adjoins Moreton Bridge on the north 
east, and that no doubt shows where the senior branch 
of the Bennetts had resided.

The Chester nuns had a piece of land in Saughall 
from an unknown date. In a roll of 1539 (after the sup 
pression) occurs " Harrye Benet of Savon . . . viiis. viid." 5 
In another of 1551 Henry Benet paid 45. 3^., half-year's 
rent, in Saughall; 6 but a further rental of the time of 
Elizabeth puts the place beyond doubt : In Bidston  
" Henry Bennet for certain landes in Sawghall filds 
lying to his house . . . per ann. viiis. viid. 7 The lands of 
the Chester nuns had, after the suppression of their house, 
been given to the new bishopric of Chester ; but very

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., ii, 16. 
3 Chester Fines, Oct. 1657. 
6 P.R.O. Rentals, 132.

2 Chester Fines, Oct. 18 Chas. I. 
'Chester Fines, July 14 Chas. II. 
'Ibid., 135. J Ibid., 893.
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soon afterwards were surrendered no doubt under com 
pulsion  to the Crown. 1 The property in " the hamlet 
of Saughough in the parish of Biddeston " was with many 
other parcels sold on 27 June, 1600, to Michael Stanhope, 
groom of the Privy Chamber, ancestor of the earls of 
Chesterfield, and Edward Stanhope, LL.D., a master of 
Chancery. 2 It is probable that the actual tenant pur 
chased the freehold, and was ancestor of the Henry 
Bennett whose freehold has been mentioned above. An 
unsatisfactory pedigree is given by Mr. Hance (p. 114) 
thus : Henry (?) son Henry (d. 1633) son Richard 
(d. 1641) half brother Henry (d. 1676). Henry Bennett 
of Saughall, aged 60, was in 1667 a deponent as to the 
stipend of the curate of Bidston. 3 Administration of the 
estate of Henry Bennett of Saughall Massie was on 
26 June, 1676, granted to his son John. 4 From the 
names it is probable that it was this family who acquired 
the mill at Saughall in 1598. Peter Day in 1678 pur 
chased lands here from John Bennett and George his 
brother. 5

Another ancient freehold remains to be mentioned  
that of the monks of Birkenhead, probably the gift of 
Hamon de Masey II, the founder of the house. Nothing, 
however, is known of it until the sixteenth century. The 
rental of the priory on its suppression in 1536 contained
the item

Salgham George Kemp .... xjs. 6

This was sold by the Crown on 27 June, 1553, to Sir 
Robert Dudley, knight, gentleman of the Privy Chamber, 
and William Glaseour, gent., as 

All that our messuage and tenement and lands and hereditaments 
with appurtenances in Salgham, co. Chester, now or late in the

1 Ormerod, i, 96. 2 Patent R. 1535 (42 Eliz., pt. iq). 
3 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., i, ?7. * Irvine, Bidston Regs., 62. 
B Chester Fines, Sept. 30 Chas. II. For Day, see West Kirby and Hilbre,22^. 
8 Wirral N. &  Q., ii, 43.
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tenure or occupation of George Kernpe or his assigns and lately 
belonging to the monastery of Byrkehed in the said county, now 
dissolved. 1

The exact descent has not been discovered, but it seems 
probable that this estate was Carr Farm in the north 
west part of the township, long held by the Kemps, who 
probably purchased the freehold from the Crown grantees. 

The only fine referring to the family shows that in 1611 
Thomas Kempe acquired a messuage and 15 ac. of land 
in Saughall Massie from Randle Blease and Thomas Blease 
and Katherine his wife. 2 The will of Lettice Kemp of 
Saughall Massie, spinster, dated 7 May, 1667, names her 
brothers Thomas and Adam, her sister Ellen wife of John 
Fazakerley of Barnston and her cousin Joan Pemberton, 
and says :

Whereas by the will of my dear father there was a sum of 
^50 left to be raised on the lands and to be paid to me by my 
brother John Kemp, and whereas I have had many suits and 
controversies for the remainder of the said ^50, etc., and as he 
has promised to pay the balance on his return from Ireland and 
hath given me as security the lease for 15 y^.ars of the close of 
land called " The Back of the Barn and the Lower Hay," etc. 3

The Bokls of Upton had land in Saughall, 4 which may 
have passed with that manor to the Earls of Derby.

George Bennett, who had a considerable estate in 1665, 
may have been one of the Greasby family, in which 
George was a favourite name. In 1663 George Bennett 
bought land in Saughall from Francis Gill and Elizabeth 
his wife. 5 His tenement held of the lord of Bidston 
seems to have passed to the Ainsdale family, numerous 
in this and the adjacent parishes. Thomas Ainsdale was 
described as of Saughall Carr in 1695 ; and there were

1 Patent R. 860 (7 Edw. VI, pt. 10).
2 Chester Fines, April 9 James I.
3 Irvine, Bidston Regs., 55. Lettice, daughter of Thomas Kempe, was 

baptised 27 March, 1632.
1 Ormcrod, ii, 483. 'Chester Fines, Aug. 15 Chas. II.
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fines concerning their lands in 1735, 1742, and 1760, 
Jeremy Ansdell and Ann his wife being the deforciants 
in the last.

A more interesting family is that of Peacock. John 
Peacock succeeded Thomas Bennett, a tenant in 1665, 
as will be seen from the list given above. In 1688 
he married Jane Webster, and the house-plate still 
to be seen in the village bears the initials 
John Peacock died in 1731, his wife having pre 
deceased him in 1725. They had sons John and 
Daniel, of whom the former settled in Greasby,

P
I J

1714

and the latter appears to have succeeded to the farm in 
Saughall, and had a son Daniel whose widow may be 
the Martha Peacock who was tenant about 1762. John 
Peacock in 1721 married Elizabeth daughter of George 
Bennett of Greasby and died in 1727, his widow in 1731 
marrying John Webster of Moreton. John Peacock III 
(son of John II) in 1745 married Mary daughter and 
eventually sole heir of Richard Smith, curate of Wood- 
church, 1 and their daughter and heir Ellen married 
Bryan King, curate of Bidston 1775-93 and rector of 
Woodchurch 1792-1820 ; their daughter Mary married 
John Robin of Liverpool and West Kirby. John Peacock 
III, his wife having died in 1747 in giving birth to her 
child, afterwards married Martha ... by whom he had 
several children ; he died in 1786 and Martha in 1820. 2

Another house in the village has the inscription 
This commemorates Arthur Goodwin and Ellen 
his wife, who followed Edward Wainwright in 
possession of a house and farm near the bridge 
leading into Upton. The name has several variants. 
Arthur Godwyn, of Saugham Massie, yeoman, made his 
will on 18 April, 1697, and was buried at Bidston on the 
22nd. He left a half interest in his messuage to his wife

1 Genealogist, N.S., xxxv, 198.
2 West Kirby and Hilbre, 227, 291, 319.
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Ellen, and " as for the tenement I bought from one, Mr. 
Samuel Hughson, I leave it to my eldest son John Godwyn 
when he shall attain to 21 years." 1 John Goodwin was 
in possession in 1719, arid as late as 1810 2 messuages in 
Saughall were owned by Roger Goodwin and Benedicta 
his wife and the Rev. William Goodwin. 2 

A house near the Peacocks' has on it
TT

for Thomas Harrison and Elizabeth his wife. 3     
From the Kingston survey it appears to have 8 
been held for a century or longer by the Harri-      
sons, who were followed by William Goodwin in the time 
of George III. In 1592 Margaret Harrison of Saughall, 
widow, a kinswoman of " Mr. Pemberton of the city of 
Chester," mentions the children of Thomas Harrison, viz. 
Thomas, Nicholas, William, Ellen and Anne ; and to the 
wife of William Harrison of the Meols she gave her brown 
silk hat and her bonnet. 4 In 1691 another Thomas 
Harrison was executor of his mother Alice's will; she 
was buried at Bidston on 25 February 1690/1. 5 In 1752 
Thomas Harrison, yeoman, was vouchee in a recovery of 
land in Saughall and Moreton. 6

Another inscribed stone on a small farm 
house at Three Lanes End has the initials which 
are supposed to represent Thomas Dalby and 

1721 Katherine his wife. Daniel Daulby, yeoman,

D
T. K

sold land in Saughall to T. Everard Cartwright in 1821.'
On another house, small but nicely finished, 

is supposed to be for George and Alice Smith.

I 6 0George Smith was the successor of the Mary 
Smith who tenanted a comparatively large farm 
in 1665. Alice Smith of Saugham, widow, in 1589

1 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 96.
2 Chester Recoveries April 50 Geo. III.
3 Thomas, sou of Thomas Harrison of Saughall, yeoman, and Elizabeth 

his wife, was buried 23 Aug. 1726, at Bidston.
4 Irvine, op. tit., 8. 6 Ibid., 84. 
6 Chester Recoveries, April 25 Geo. II. "Widow Wilson" was the de 

mandant. 'Chester Fines, Aug. i Geo. IV.
I
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names sons Christopher and Thomas, and various grand 
children. 1 Thomas Smith, probably a grandson, married 
Mary Bennet on 10 June 1618. No George Smith occurs 
in the extant registers. 2 He had been followed by John 
Penkett before 1719. The Penketts were of long standing 
in the parish. 3 Other yeoman families of long standing 
were those of Martin (see the account of the mill), Mad- 
dock, Pemberton, Rathbone, and Wharton. Adminis 
tration of the goods of Thomas Maddock was in 1671 
granted to his widow Margery, sons Thomas, Richard, 
William and Peter being named ; and on the death of 
Miles Pemberton administration was in 1672 granted to 
the widow Rebecca and others. 4 Joseph Rathbone, Mary 
his wife and John Rathbone had a messuage in Saughall 
in 1694. 5

Nathaniel Jones, tenant in 1665, appears to be the 
Nathaniel mentioned as his second son in the will of 
Henry Jones of Bidston, gentleman, who was buried at 
Bidston i August, 1619. Testator had the Carr House 
in Saughall, and his trustees were to take ^150 out of the 
profits of it and pay ^50 each to three younger children, 
after which it was to become Nathaniel's property. 6 
He probably died soon after 1665, as children of Thomas 
Jones of Saughall Carr then appear in the registers. 
Margaret wife of Nathaniel Jones was buried 20 January, 
1675/6, and Alice wife of Thomas Jones 2 July, 1699, 
at Bidston.

In recent times the Arrowe Park estate extended into 
this township. In 1822 John Shaw purchased land here 
from Joseph Gill and Josiah Day. 7

1 Irvine, op. cit., 7.
2 George Smith of Tranmere by will in 1704 left a messuage, etc., in Saughall 

Massie to Alice his wife.
3 Hugh Penketh in the rental of 1521-2 cited above ; also Trans, Hist. Soc., 

Ixxii, 35 ; Ixxviii, 128.
4 Irvine, op. cit., 59. B Chester Fines, April 6 Wm. and Mary.
6 W. F. Irvine, Bidston Regs., 29.
7 Chester Fines, Aug. 3 Geo. IV.



CHAPTER XII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF BIRKENHEAD.

BIRKENHEAD proper is the little rocky headland over 
looking the Mersey lying between the entrances to 
Tranmere and Wallasey Pools. Here the Benedictine 
monks to whom the land was given by Hamon de 
Mascy II about 1170 made their house, the priory, 
and it gave name to their lordship. Hence it must 
take precedence in this account, though originally it 
was but a small piece of land in Claughton. It was 
not a township itself, for in 1353 the limits of the manor 
of Claughton were denned as extending " from the 
boundaries of Oxton to the middle of the river Mersey," 1 
and as late as 1663, the Hearth Tax rolls include Birkett 
Hall in Claughton ; in 1674, however, Birkett Demesne 
was a separate heading following Claughton. In Green 
wood's map of 1819 and Teesdale's of 1828 there is no 
boundary line shown between Claughton and Birkenhead, 
though the latter place was then considered a township, 
having been for some time a chapelry and being separately 
numbered in the Census of 1801. It must be borne in 
mind that older references to Claughton may refer to 
places within the later township or " liberty " of Bir 
kenhead.

This later township, now obscured by the borough 
arrangements, extends from the original Birken Head 
north and north-west along the shore of the Mersey and 
Wallasey Pool, until it reaches the boundary of Bidston, 
about the point to which in ancient times the tides may 
have come in ; in more recent times the tide flowed about

1 R. Stewart-Brown, Birkenhead Priory, 24
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half-a-mile farther inland. The area, according to the 
old reckoning in Mortimer's Wirral, was 543 ac., but this 
was more than doubled when the river and pool waters 
were included, becoming 1,279 ac - The southern boundary 
was formed by a brook running down the " Happy 
Valley," along what is now the line of Borough Road, to 
Gonell's Pool or Ranild's Pool, an inlet of Tranmere Pool. 
The north-western end, extending along Wallasey Pool 
to Bidston, was formerly called Woolton or Wotton, but 
this name has long been obsolete. The inland boundary 
is the boundary of the present township (or ward) of 
Claughton. When or how it was fixed seems unknown. 
It may be suggested, however, that as the monks of 
Birkenhead cultivated much of their land by themselves 
or their servants, so that this area was tithe free, the 
boundary is that between the untithed and titheable 
parts of the original Claughton.

Besides the brook which formed the southern boundary, 
there was another rising near the old Grange and flowing 
east and north to enter Wallasey Pool near the present 
railway goods station. It was over this brook that an 
ancient bridge was found, many feet below the road level, 
when excavating for the railway line. It had long been 
silted up, though the spot was known as Bridge End. 
It was formed of oaken planks supported by stone piers 
between which the waters of the brook had flowed. 1

The monastery of St. James of Brekenheved is marked 
on the Mappa Mundi attributed to Gervase of Canter 
bury, 2 of the early part of the thirteenth century ; and 
earlier than this, in 1201, King John gave to the monks 
of Birkhevet his " protection." 3 As stated above, the 
foundation of the house dates back twenty or thirty 
years before that, but the foundation charter is unknown,

1 Jour. Chester Arch. Soc., vol. I, p. 55. [The bridge is thought to have 
been Roman work.]

1 Opera (Rolls Ser.), ii, 437. . 3 R. Cartarmn, 101.
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and only two or three early deeds have been preserved 
through copies. Claughton appears to have been given 
to the monks, with part of Moreton and the churches of 
Bidston and Backford, and other minor gifts came later, 
perhaps by men who became brethren in the house. 
There is nothing either to confirm or forbid the supposition 
that one of the Mascys, desiring to live a devout Christian 
life, retired to this spot with a few companions, and was 
encouraged by the head of his family with this endow 
ment. The dedication to St. James suggests a visit 
to Santiago. The site chosen was, at that time, suitable 
for the strictest monastic retirement, at the extreme edge 
of the lordship of Bidston, out of sight of everybody, 
in a woodland spot overlooking the Mersey, then probably 
used only by a few fishermen. On the opposite side of the 
river, over a mile away, nothing would be seen but the 
coast-line, with the higher lands of Everton and Toxteth 
in the background ; Liverpool and other small hamlets 
would scarcely be visible, being some little distance 
inland.

There seems always to have been a certain amount of 
woodland there, oaks being mentioned at times, and the 
spot was known as Birkett Wood. 1 Sir Warin Trussell 
with his hounds caught a doe in Birkenhead Wood in 
1345. 2 Whether there was any regular ferry in 1170 may 
be doubted, but when King John began to use Liverpool 
as a shipping place for men and goods for Ireland, and 
founded a borough close to the water side, the need for 
a regular " passage " would arise, enabling travellers to 
reach Chester, and so pass to other parts of England. 
The monastery itself would be an attraction, and the 
journeyers appear to have established a right of way 
through the open court of the monastic buildings. This

1 For example, in the will of William Hare of Claughton dated 23 Feb. 
1577-8 there is mention of a debt of xviii s. due to testator " for careinge 
10 Tonnes of Tymber from Byrkened Wode to Chester."

- Chester Forest R. 4, m. 7.
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publicity may have become troublesome during the 
visits of Edward I in 1275 and 1277, J for it was in 1284 
that the monks asked leave to enclose the court and 
divert the public road so that it should pass along outside 
the priory.

The history of the priory, which was quite uneventful, 
has recently been told as fully as the evidences available 
will permit, in Mr. R. Stewart-Brown's Birkenhead Priory, 
to which the reader is referred for evidence of the state 
ments for which no reference is here given. The following 
is his list of priors :
Robert, occurs c. 1190 to 1206
Oliver, c. 1216
Robert, oc. Oct. 1283
William de Waley, early I4th century
Hugh de Aston, doubtful
Robert de Becheton, before 1321 ; d. c. 1339
James de Neston, elected 1339
Henry de Becheton, April 1339 to 1348
Thomas de Tiddesbury, oc. 1350-7
Roger de Tiddesbury, oc. 1362-1400
Robert de Honbrugge, oc. 1401, 1407
John Wode, 20 Dec. 1408 to 1425
Robert Urmston, oc. 1425
Hamon Bostock, 21 May 1425 to 1439 *
Richard Norman, oc. 1441
Hugh Boner, I April 1456 to 1461
Thomas Rainford, 30 April 1462 ; d. May 1473 3
Hugh Gardener, c. 1473
Thomas Chester, or Tassy, 21 Aug. 1486 to 1499
Nicholas Tassy, 18 Sept. 1499 ta 1508
Hugh Hyne, oc. 1509
John Sharpe, oc. 1519 ; pensioned at the suppression of the house.

This priory was one of the smaller religious houses 
suppressed by the Act of 1536. According to the Valor

1 Two silver groats were found here in digging the foundations of a house 
in 1820 ; P. Sulley, Birkenhead, 55.

2 On 4 August, 1438, he made a grant of 17 marks yearly, out of his lands in 
Claughton, etc., to Sir Thomas Stanley and others ; Chester Plea R. 143, m. 2.

3 His tombstone is preserved in the Priory chapter house.



The Township of Birkenhead. ng

Ecclesiasticus compiled the previous year (v, 212) the 
total revenue was £102 i6s. gjrf. received from

Birket Grange and demesnes, water mill and ferry 
boat . . . . . . . £g

Claughton ^5 os. 4^. ; Moreton ^3 45. 8d. ; Saughall
us. ; Bidston church £10 195. Sd. . . ig 155. $d.

Other Cheshire and Lancashire manors, etc. . 2 35. (id.
Bowdon and other rectories . . . . 71 175. io^d.

Leland the antiquary visited the district a few years 
later, but he does not seem to have seen the desolated 
house, merely repeating what he heard of it. After 
mentioning Wallasey he proceeds : 1

Thens a 2. myles to the Fery House on Wyrale Shore, and 
there is the Trajectus proximus to Lyrpole a 3. miles over.

Aboute half a quarter of fa] mile upward, hard on Wyral Shore, 
is Byrket, a late a priory of a xvi. monkes as a celle to Chester, 
without any village by it.

Al the shore ground of Wyral apon De side ys high bankid, 
but not veri hilly grounde. And so ys the bank of Wyrale onto 
Birket on Mersey side.

The priory buildings were arranged round a rectangular 
cloister, 61 ft. by 66 ft. in measurement east to west and 
across. The church, of which only slight fragments 
remain, was on the south side ; the chapter house still 
stands on the east side, and is of special interest on account 
of its early date perhaps as old as the foundation of the 
house, c. 1170. The upper storey is later. The frater, 
or monastic dining-room, stands on the north side of the 
cloister, over a vaulted chamber ; and on the western 
(or street) side is the guests' hall, with a small parlour 
at the south end, over which is the prior's room. The 
site was acquired by subscription in 1896, and given to 
the Corporation of Birkenhead, which had expressed its 
willingness to take care of the remains.

There were several ferries across the Mersey. That

1 Itin., v, 52.
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from Woodside seems to be the one mentioned by Leland, 
though he grossly overestimates the distance across. It 
was that for which the monks received a licence in 
1330. The older ferry was that from Liverpool belonging 
to the Duchy of Lancaster ; though the monks had a 
right to take passengers and goods from Cheshire to 
Liverpool, they had to give a portion at least of the tolls 
to the owner or farmer of the Liverpool ferry if they 
brought any from Liverpool to Birkenhead. Before their 
own ferry was granted, the monks found that the numbers 
using the older one had increased so much, that they 
could not well afford to entertain all that came ; there 
fore in 1317 they obtained leave to build houses on their 
land for lodging passengers making use of this ferry. 
This seems to be the origin of Woodside. The history 
of the ferries is related fully in Mr. Stewart-Brown's book, 
above-mentioned.

Shortly after the priory was suppressed, Ralph Worsley, 
one of the King's household, obtained a lease of the site 
and demesne, together with the ferry and its boats, at 
a rent of £14 145. ^d. 1 Information as to his origin is 
supplied by the inscription on his tomb. He was a 
younger son of William Worsley of Worsley Mains in 
Pemberton near Wigan, 2 and was born about 1490. He 
was early engaged in service at Court, being one of the 
gentlemen ushers at the funeral of Henry VII, 1509.* 
In a general pardon granted about the same time he was 
described as of Hamworthy, Wimborne Minster and Holt 
in Dorset, and Wigan, Lanes. 4 He was a page at the

1 L. & P. Hen. VIII, xiii (i), p. 578. See also Ministers' Accts.
2 M.I. This also appears from the pedigree recorded in 1613 (Chet. Soc., 

72) where, however, Ralph is stated to have died s.p. The Worsleys of the 
Isle of Wight were of the same family.

3 L. & P. Hen. VIII, i, p. 15. At the same time his brother Hugh was one 
of the grooms of the King's grandmother, Margaret, Countess of Richmond 
and Derby ; ibid., p. 13.

4 Ibid., no. 438 (2, m. 19).
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Wardrobe by 1520, 1 steward of the Chamber by 1530, 2 
and was made Keeper of the lions in the Tower in Decem 
ber 1530 ; 3 in 1534 he was promoter to be porter of the 
Great Wardrobe, with 4^. a day for livery, 4 and in 1536, 
the year he acquired the Birkenhead lease, he was made 
Controller or Keeper of the records of Chester and Flint. 5 
He also became Clerk of the Crown for Lancashire and 
escheator there. 6 He married Joan, daughter of John 
Pike, who seems to have been a London goldsmith.

On 17 March, 1544-5, Worsley, being now described 
as esquire and " the King's servant," obtained a grant 
of the site, with the church and all buildings, dovecote, 
mill, fishyards, 78 ac. arable land, a piece of land where 
flax used to grow ; the ferry, ferry house and boat ; the 
manors of Claughton and Wolton and lands and rents 
there and in Bidston, Wallasey and Tranmere ; woods 
in the parishes of Bidston and Wallasey amounting to 
87 ac. chiefly, it would seem, in Birkenhead. The price 
was £568 us. 6d., and the owner was to render the service 
due for the twentieth part of a knight's fee and a rent 
of £2 195. 5^. The house at the priory appears to have 
been occupied by Robert Molyneux, of whom nothing 
further is known. 7 The rent named was in 1803 payable 
to Sir H. W. Dashwood. 8

Worsley had disputes with John Minshull in 1552 
regarding his ferry and fishing rights, but Minshull said 
his ferry was Seacombe ferry, which he held under a 
Crown lease dated 1541 ; and that his fishing rights in 
Tranmere Pool were appurtenant to his manor of Tran 
mere. According to him Birkenhead Pool lay between 
Wallasey Pool and Gonell's Pool. 9 Ralph Worsley died

1 Ibid., iii, p. 1553. -Ibid., iv, no. 6418(4). 
3 Ibid., no. 6803 (24). 4 Ibid., vii, no. 1498 (14). 
5 Ibid., x, no. 1256 (9). " Monument. 
7 L. & P. Hen. VIII, xx (i), p. 217; printed in Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., 

xx, 6, with notes by Mr. Irvine.
'Chester Fines, Sept, 1803.   R. Stewart-Brown, Birk. Priory, 146.
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27 December, 1572, and lies buried in St. Mary's on the 
Hill, Chester, where his tomb still is.

His will is dated 13 November, 1572.* It is a lengthy 
document, mentioning his nephew -Hugh, son of his 
brother Ottiwell Worsley, and many other kinsmen, also 
his late wife Joan, his daughters Alice, Katherine and 
Avice ; his base daughter Katherine wife of Francis 
Sherington, to whom he left his Lancashire lands. Con 
firming a settlement he had made of his Cheshire 2 estates, 
he left them in moieties to Alice and Katherine for their 
lives, with remainders of the whole to Alice's son Thomas 
Powell and heirs male, and further remainders to Kath- 
erine's male issue. He left a legacy to his third daughter, 
but it appears from later depositions that he did not 
favour her then husband Vawdry. He left money for 
the poor also. On his tomb 3 in St. Mary's he is declared 
to have been commendable for " his singular piety 
towards God, his manifold good deeds to the poor and his 
wonderful charity towards all " ; it concludes with the 
maxim : 

NULLA COELUM REPARABILE GAZA

The usual inquisition was made after his death.
The daughters and heirs were Alice wife of Thomas 

Powell of Horsley near Gresford ; Katherine wife of (i) 
Thomas Tochett or Tutchett and (2) Edward Legh (of 
Lyme) ; and A vice wife successively of Thomas Vawdrey 
of The Riddings in Timperley, 'Humphrey Davenport 
and John Shakerley. Powell and Tochett, in right of 
their wives, entered into the Birkenhead estate, but as the 
latter had no issue by Katherine, the whole descended 
without dispute, to Alice's son Thomas Powell, 4 who, 
indeed, according to the will was to have had it after the

1 Piccope's Wills (Chet. Soc.), iii, 16.
2 Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxxix, 302.
3 The inscription is given in full in Earwaker's St. Mary's, Chester, 45, 59. 

The year of death is erroneously inscribed as 1573.
'See depositions (quoted below) in Stewart-Brovvn, op. cit., 99-102.
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deaths of his mother and Katherine. Alice died in 1609 * 
and Katherine in 1615 ; both were buried in St. Mary's. 
Thomas Powell, who was sheriff of Denbigh in 1590, died 
in 1613 and was buried at Gresford. 2

In 1600 there was a recovery of the manors of Bir- 
kenhead, Claughton and Wotton, with messuages and 
lands in these places and in Bidston, Wallasey, Tranmere 
and Moreton, the deforciants (or tenants) being Thomas 
Powell and Alice his wife, Thomas their son and heir 
apparent and Dorothy [Wynn] his wife, William Powell 
[another son, d. 1627], 3 Edward Legh and Katherine his 
wife. 4 A year later, in consequence as it would seem of 
some claim by the third daughter Avice Shakerley and 
her son (by her first husband) Edward Vawdrey and 
others, various depositions were taken, which show that 
Alexander Cotes of Chester had been Worsley's steward 
for the manors and had held courts ; he had had custody 
of the deeds. 5 At first there had been a partition, and 
Tochet had made " great sums " by cutting down the 
trees on his wife's moiety and selling the timber. Horsley, 
the Powells' residence, had been burnt down, and so the 
deeds had been destroyed. In 1624 Thomas Powell 
obtained from Robert Vawdrey, grandson of Avice, a 
surrender of his claims on the estates. 6

Thomas Powell, the son and heir mentioned, was sheriff 
of Denbigh in 1615 and died 18 September, 1629, being 
buried at St. Mary's, Chester. 7 His son Thomas, aged

1 Funeral Certifs. (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Ches.), 160.
2 Pedigree in Lloyd, Powys Fadog, iii, 253. See also G.E.C. Complete 

Baronetage, ii, 67.
3 Funeral Certifs. (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Ches.), 162. 
 Chester Fines, Sept. 42 Eliz. ; ibid., April 41 Eliz.
5 Cotes appears to have acquired some land from Worsley, for Anne his 

daughter and heir married John Sparke of Chester and in 1610 Sparke and 
his wife had a messuage and 20 ac. in Claughton ; Chester Fines, Sept. 8 
James I.

6 Chester Fines, Sept. 22 James I. ; Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxxix, 269. 
''Funeral Certs. (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Ches.), 161 ; Chester Inq. p.m., file 

103 (n Chas. I, no. 16).

1



124 A History of the Old Parish of Bidston, Cheshire.

52 in 1635, was created a baronet on 21 January, 1629/30. 1 
He entered Lincoln's Inn in 1602 and was sheriff of 
Denbigh in 1638. He was an active Royalist in the Civil 
War time. It is recorded of Ralph Poole, parson of 
Bebington, that in November 1643 he left the pulpit on 
Sunday to go with Sir Thomas Powell and others to the 
water side and resist the landing of Colonel Moore and 
his Parliamentary troops coming from Liverpool. 2 The 
house at Birkett (as already stated) was held for the King 
in 1644 but captured by the Parliamentarians. His 
estates were, of course, seized. According to one story 
he was captured near Rushton by the Parliament forces 
while taking part in a Royalist raid from Chester in June 
i645. 3 He died in September 1647, and this probably 
interfered with any composition he might have been 
ready to make for them ; but his son's widow Margaret, 
as guardian of the infant heir, petitioned for leave to 
compound in July 1648. The papers are lost. 4 His 
first born son had died young, being buried at St. Mary's, 
Chester, in 1617 ; the heir was a grandson, another 
Thomas, son of John Powell who died in 1642, and was 
aged 16 on succeeding.

The second Sir Thomas Powell lived on till September 
1706, but in his later years appears to have become in 
capable, for his son acted as sheriff and his grandson as 
lord of Birkenhead while Sir Thomas was still living, as 
will be seen below. He was Sheriff of Denbigh in 1656, 
so that he acquiesced in the rule of Cromwell. There is, 
however, little to record of him. He was lord of Birken 
head in 1668, according to Randle Holme. 5 He had two 
sons, of whom the younger died without issue ; the elder,

1 G.E.C., Complete Baronetage.
8 Cal. Com. for Compound, p. 2802.
3 J. Vicars, Burning Bush (1646), p. 179. He is called Sir John Powell, 

but only one Powell was Sheriff of Chester and he was Sir Thomas. See also 
Burghall's War in Cheshire (R"C. Soc.), 172.

' Cal. Com. for Compound, p. 3257.
6 Harl. MS. 2010, f. isd.
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Thomas, had by his first wife a son William (s.p.} and 
two daughters, and by his second a son Samuel and a 
daughter Winefride. The son Thomas matriculated at 
Oxford from Jesus College in July 1667, aged 17, and 
was Sheriff of Denbigh in I683, 1 and of Cheshire in April 
1689, immediately after the Revolution, but died the 
same month. His son Samuel succeeded him, for in 
October 1689 a court leet and baron was held for the 
manor of Clachton-cum-Grange and Birket Wood, at the 
Woodside House, for Samuel Powell, esquire of the manor 
of Birkenhead. 2 The officers named are John Wilson and 
John Leene, constables and burleymen for Clachon, and 
Thomas Charnock, burleyman for the demesne of Berkett. 
From a pleading in 1714 it appears that the grandson 
Samuel died in 1704, so that the grand-daughter Wine 
fride was the surviving heir at Sir Thomas's death in 
I7o6. 3 In April 1708 Edward Lloyd and Winefride his 
wife were defociants to a fine concerning the manors of 
Birkenhead, Claughton, etc. 4

The fine may have been connected with the sale of the 
manors to John Cleiveland, a Liverpool merchant, mayor 
in 1703 and M.P. in 1710. In St. Nicholas's church, 
Liverpool, is a memorial tablet for this John Cleiveland, 
esq., who died i August, 1716, in the 55th year of his age ; 
and for his son William, M.P. for Liverpool in 1722, who 
died 25 March, 1724/5, in his 28th year. 5 The will of 
John Cleiveland, dated 19 November, 1710, and proved 
19 September, 1716, has a codicil dealing with the manor 
of Birkenhead alias Birkett and Claughton-cum-Grange, 
etc., purchased since his will was made. He mentions his

1 He is called " esquire " in the P.R.O. List, clearly distinguishing him from 
his father.

2 Wirral N. & Q., ii, 55. As no constable was appointed for Birkenhead 
it appears that this part of Claughton was not even then considered to be a 
township.

3 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xxi, 83. A rental is given.
J Chester Fines, April 7 Anne.
6 Peet, Liverpool in Time of Q. Anne, 130.
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wife Anne, his sons John and William, his daughter Alice, 
and other kinsfolk. 1

Both sons having died without issue the daughter 
Alice became sole heir. She married (i) Francis Price 
of Bryn-y-Pys, near Overton, Flintshire, who died in 1747, 
and (2) Thomas Lloyd. She entailed her estates on her 
male issue in 1765 and died at Overton 3 November, 1769, 
aged 68, 2 and her son Richard Price, F.R.S., succeeded. 
He took the additional name of Parry and was buried in 
the old chapter house at Birkenhead 19 May, 1782. 3 His 
son Francis Parry Price 4 succeeded and was followed 
by his son Francis Richard Price (d. 1853), who in 1806 
barred the entail created by Alice Price, 8 and then sold 
the dependent estates in Wallasey, etc., reserving the 
manor of Birkenhead. He made efforts to improve the 
estate by promoting building, and himself built St. 
Mary's church in pursuance of his plans ; he also sold the 
land on the margin of Wallasey Pool to allow factories 
and wharves to be built. He held courts for the manor 
each November at the Woodside Hotel, appointing two 
constables, a burleyman and an ale-taster. This court 
was kept up until 1842 when the Birkenhead Commis 
sioners bought the ferry and other manorial rights. 6 
Having no surviving issue, he left this estate to his wife 
Eliza Partridge Burton Phillipson, who bequeathed it to 
her brother's daughter Eliza Harriet Phillipson, wife (in 
1858) of W. W. G. Hurt Sitwell of Ferney Hall, near 
Shrewsbury. In 1882 the Sitwells retained nothing

1 Peet, Liverpool in Time of Q. Anne, 146.
2 Ormerod, ii, 461. Francis Price and Alice his wife were deforciants to 

a fine concerning Claughton and Grange in April 1743.
3 There is a memorial tablet, eulogising him as " a tender husband, an 

affectionate father, a sincere friend and a good Christian."
4 His younger half-brother Richard Price, of Emral, took the name of 

Puleston in 1812 and was created a baronet in 1813. He lived at Birkenhead 
in the summer and kept harriers.

5 Recovery, April 46 Geo. III. See Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xii, 24, 43. 
" P. Sulley, Birkenhead, 103.
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except the Birkenhead Hotel and some adjacent 
property. 1

The manor of WOLVETON, WOLTON or WOTTON con 
tinued to be mentioned till the end of the sixteenth 
century. It was probably at first an independent free 
hold, for the name occurs as a surname, but nothing is 
known of its origin or history. In 1345 the prior and 
convent granted an annuity of 5 marks from their 
lands in Birkenhead, Claughton, Wolveton, etc., to 
Richard de Wolveston, clerk. 2 This may mark its 
purchase by the monks. In 1346 it was reported that 
the prior of Birkenhead had cleared away a certain 
tristera between Wolvetone Wode and Birkenhead. 3

The Powell rental of 1714 referred to above names the 
following tenements as in Birkenhead : 4

L s - d -
The capital messuage called Birkenhead Hall, with 

demesne lands, in the possession of Thomas 
Watmough ....... 140 o o

A messuage in Birkenhead held by William Corfe 5 . 68 o o 
A messuage with the ferry-boats called the Woodside

boats, in the holding of Henry Young . 29 12 o 
Other messuages held by Robert Leen . . . 57 15 o

John Lancelot . . 13 10 o 
Timothy Wilson (now

Robert Leen) . 17 o o 
Evan Ellen [Heylin] . 676 
John Walley . . . 2 15 o 

Close in Birkenhead, late Robert Leen (now Joshua
Young) . . . . . . . .400

1 Helsby in Ormerod, ii, 460.
2 Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxviii, 44.
3 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xviii, 53. "In some forests it was an obligation 

upon certain tenants to post themselves at the recognised spots (tristere) 
where the deer were accustomed to break, and let loose the hounds " ; R. 
Stewart-Brown, op. cit., 42.

4 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xxi, 84.
6 William Corfe was of the Grange in 1694-9 ; Irvine, Bidston Regs., 90, 

etc. William son of William Corfe " of Birkenhead " was baptised at Bidston, 
5 Sept. 1703.
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i s. d.
Cottages on the waste held by William Litherland. 046

Richard Wilson . 066 
Anne Wilson . . 030 
John Williams . 034 

Leasehold tenements, reserved rents :
Matthew Wilson . . . . . .0180
John Wharton . . . . . .116
Thomas Brookes . . . . . . o 17 o
Stephen Fells. . . . . . o 14 o
James Eccleston . . . . . .078
Lately Michael Jenkinson, now Henry Young . o 16 o

The payments out of the estate included :

To Lord Molyneux for the boat landing on the Liver 
pool side of the Mersey . . . . .200

To parson Joneys [Janny] for reading prayers in
Birkenhead chapel . . . . . .400

For the expense of keeping the Birkenhead court . 250
To the bailiff for " warning the court " . . 050

Thomas Watmough, yeoman, of Birkenhead, was 
buried there on 15 August, 1720 (P), 1 and another Thomas 
" from Bidston," on 19 February, 1799. 2 Henry Young, 
" boatman," was buried 9 January, 1737/8. 3 Other 
instances might be given from Mr. Beazley's Birkenhead 
Registers.

Apart from the history of the monastery, the manor 
and the ferries there is little to be said of Birkenhead 
until the early part of last century.

According to an old ballad, the second earl of Derby 
(Thomas Stanley, d. 1521) was born here, for he is made 
to say 

Farewell, bold Birkenhead ! there was I born, 
Within that abbey and that monastry. 4

1 Trans. Hist. Soc., Iviii, 178. 
* Ibid., 205.
3 Ibid., 175. Some of the children of Henry Young of Woodside were 

baptised at Bidston.
4 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., vi, 99.
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The date would be about 1484. In a case of drowning 
reported to the coroner in 1510, the body of a man who 
fell into the river at Liverpool while drunk was found at 
the " Birkeheved fyssheyordys." 1 Corporal Robert 
Greene was in October 1659 drowned while attempting 
to cross Birkett Poole on his way to Chester, " in the 
usuall place of the same roade ; " the water was deep 
by reason of the tide, and the horse plunging in lost his 
footing and turned several times about in the water. 
The horse managed to get out at the other side, but his 
rider was " then and there by accident, misadventure and 
misfortune drownded and found lying there dead in the 
bottom," left by the ebbing tide. 2

In 1538 Richard Marton kept a house at Berkhed which 
was " a common inn to receive and lodge all manner 
people, being the king's true subjects, from whencesoever 
they come, for their money." One Ralph Harper of 
Chester was lodging there accordingly, when there came 
process-servers with " the king's most dread writ of sub- 
paena " for him ; he managed to slip away, with Marten's 
aid and connivance as was alleged, and hiding in the 
wood escaped. 3

By 1787 the ferry at Woodside had become sufficiently 
busy to require an improvement in the road from Chester 
to Woodside, and the Old Chester Road was formed ; 
it reached Birkenhead from Tranmere, where a new piece 
of embankment or bridging had to be formed " along a 
right line to be drawn over Birkenhead Pool and the 
adjoining marsh lands to the east end of Claughton lane 
[now Grange road] and from thence to the said Woodside 
Ferry." The whole was ready by 1791.*

In Mr. Irvine's Bidston Registers are printed notes of 
the wills or administrations of the following Birkenhead 
residents : John Penkett, 1605 (see Claughton) ; Jane

1 Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xviii, 46. 2 Ibid,, i, 81. 
3 Ibid., xvii, 81. 4 Ibid., vii, 19; ix, 27.

K
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Penkett his widow, 1609, who mentions " the corn 
growing in the Old Wood " ; Thomas Ireland, of Birken 
head Wood, 1649, John Smyth, of the same, 1665, water 
man ; Richard Charnock, of the same, 1671; John Syers, 
of the same, 1670 ; also of Alice Whalley, widow, 1663 ; 
Richard Litherland and Jane his widow, 1675, all three 
of Birkenhead Leys. Some further ones are given by 
Mr. Beazley in his edition of the Birkenhead Registers : 
John and William Nevitt, 1727 ; John Hughes, boatman, 
1749 ; Thomas Jennings, gent., whose daughter Frances 
had married William Glegg of Grange in West Kirby, 
1768 ; and William Hughes, mariner, 1846.

The rapid growth of Liverpool in the end of the eigh 
teenth century did not affect Birkenhead, except perhaps 
as increasing the number of visitors coming by the ferry. 
The reason was no doubt the uncertainty of the service 
by the ferry boats. The Stranger in Liverpool, in 1812, 
refers to Birkenhead as an attractive resort for the holiday 
maker :

Woodside is opposite to [Liverpool] and is the most ancient 
of all the ferries. The accommodations at the house are inferior 
to the higher ferries [Eastham, etc.] ; but being opposite the 
town the passage across the river is shorter, and may be made 
at all times without that difficulty which in some states of the 
wind and tide is felt in reaching the others, and it is in consequence 
much frequented. At a quarter of a mile to the southward of 
this house, on the banks of the river, is Birkenhead priory, some 
interesting remains of which are now standing. . . . On the 
right of the priory stands a genteel house, which was garrisoned 
by King Charles during the Civil wars, and taken by the Parliament 
in 1644. It is delightfully situated on a rising fertile spot of 
ground, and the whole forms a very pleasing object in perspective 
from the river and opposite shores. The house, surmounted by 
a thriving plantation, the ruins of the priory decorated with the 
faithful ivy, and the peculiarly fertile appearance of the grounds, 
studded with lofty trees, in a situation where everything is sterile 
and naked about them, mark out a spot on the line of the shore 
on which the eye rests with the more pleasure as the rest of the
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scenery is monotonous and common. The prospects from the 
ground in the neighbourhood are peculiarly pleasing.

The first steam boats appeared on the Mersey in 1815, 
and in 1821 the old ferry boats were superseded by steam 
boats, and at that time it was said that on Sundays 
15,000 to 20,000 visitors would cross over. 1 The facilities 
encouraged Liverpool people to reside in Birkenhead, and 
houses were quickly built, with a hotel and a church, 
around the priory ruins. A new ferry, known as the 
Birkenhead Ferry, was also established.

The following is the earliest assessment known : z

Birkenhead, October 29, 1821 [? 1811]. An assessment for the 
necessary relief of the Poor, and for other purposes relating to 
the poor for the Township of Birkenhead, for the year 1821 
(? 1811).

I s. d.
  Koster, [Leicester] for the Hall . . o 17 6 
P. Nichols . . . . . . . 2 15 6
J. Nichols . . . for the Hall farm £410
ditto . . . for Davis's Land 96 . 4 10 6
Ivy Rock . . . . . . o 12 o
Wm. Roberts, Woodside and Ferry . . . 3 15 o 
Thomas Davis, for part of Road Hall Farm . i 16 9 
E. White, for part of the same . . . o 15 o 
Wm. Moore, for ditto . . . £i 10 o
Ditto, for late Grooms 060 . .1160 
Thos. Wharton . . . . . .170

5 3

JOSEPH NICHOLS, Overseer.

[For a more detailed list of the tenants and owners in 
Birkenhead and Claughton about this time recourse

1 Hanshall, Cheshire, 627.
2 Mortimer, Wirral, 326. Ivy Rock was a house built where the " Monk's 

Ferry " was subsequently placed. Road Hall Farm was at the north end 
of the township. It seems to be the same as Toad Hole, near Flaybrick Hill 
Cemetery. Mr. Sulley corrects Mortimer's date 1821 to 1811, and says the 
first separate rate book for Birkenhead was sanctioned in 1829.
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should be had to Lawton's large-scale map, " surveyed 
by William Lawton for F. R. Price, Esq., in 1823 " and 
republished by the Birkenhead Corporation about thirty- 
five years ago.]

In July 1823 there were 61 houses, and the rental was 
i&j.ioi. 1 Next year William Laird settled here and he 
and his associates planned building on a large scale, 
Hamilton Square and the long wide streets running north 
west from it giving an indication of their ideas ; they also 
began boiler works on Wallasey Pool and desired to 
enclose the Pool to make docks and a harbour for shipping. 
This project was checked in 1826 by the Liverpool Cor 
poration purchasing the Pool to prevent any competition 
with their docks at Liverpool. The town, however, con 
tinued to grow rapidly for some years and in 1833 an 
Act was obtained for its government by a body of 
Improvement Commissioners. The development of the 
town is told with full details in Mr. P. Sulley's History 
of Birkenhead.

The popularity of the place early in the century is 
shown by the publication of two poems using the Priory 
as a title. One was by Spencer Madan Thomson and 
was published at Liverpool in 1818, with a frontispiece 
showing the interior of the Guests' Hall, in which two 
trees were growing. The other was by Thomas Whitby, 
inspired by his visit to " the ivy-mantled ruins " in 1814, 
and published in London in 1819.

After the destruction of the priory there is evidence 
that the new proprietors kept up a chapel of some kind 
there. This, however, was entirely voluntary on their 
part and the officiating clergymen were the private 
chaplains of the owners. The services were held in the 
chapter house, and intended for these living on the estate. 
Charles Adams was " curate of Birkenhead " in 1635, 
when he contributed to the ship money. 2 There seems

1 Mortimer, Wirral, 327. 2 Misc. (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Ches.), I, 102.
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to have been no minister during the Commonwealth time, 
and about 1660 the chapel was " in decay." l In 1717 
Bishop Gastrell under Birkenhead records : 2

Extra-parochial ; subject to no jurisdiction spiritual or tem 
poral ; pays no tithes. Manor house with chapel owned by Mr. 
Cleiveland of Liverpool, who allows the curate of Bidston £8 
a year, for which he reads prayers and preaches every Sunday 
except the first in the month. A pension of £i 43. 6d. was paid 
by the receiver to the Prince of Wales in Bishop Bridgeman's 
time.

The registers begin in 1721, in William Cleiveland's 
time, but the first burial recorded is that of " the Rev. 
Robert Janny, Clerk, minister of Birkenhead and Over- 
church ; died Oct. 10, buried Oct. 1719." 3 In 1743 
a rent charge of £16 a year was purchased with £400 to 
augment the curate's stipend ; it was charged on a new 
erected messuage in Claughton-cum-Grange then in the 
occupation of Edward Newby and on lands occupied by 
Mary Bennett and Mary Dean, being about " 38 acres 
of land of the large measure there used." 4 In 1819 Mr. 
Price, desirous of developing his estate, began the building 
of St. Mary's church to accommodate the growing popula 
tion, and it was consecrated on 17 December, 1821. 
Thomas Rickman, one of the chief promoters of the Gothic 
Revival, was the architect. The minister was the Rev. 
Edward Newton. His successor, the Rev. Andrew Knox, 
was incumbent till his death in i88i. s

1 Harl. M.S. 1920, f. ayd.
2 Notitia. Ccst. (Chet. Soc.), i, 156.
3 The registers have been printed by Mr. F. C. Beazley.
4 Trans. Hist. Soc., Iviii, 195.
5 Gamlin, 'Twixt Mersey and Dee, n.
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF CLAUGHTON.

THE township of Claughton originally occupied the whole 
slope from the east crest of Bidston Hill to the Mersey. 
It was diminished when the monks were established in 
the priory at the south-east corner, for their demesne was 
privileged, and also when the manor of Woolton was 
formed on the banks of Wallasey Pool, for this seems to 
have become attached to the monks' lordship of Birken- 
head. Later again the monks' grange seems to have been 
separated from it, for the old township was called 
Claughton-cum-le Grange (or les Granges), which seems 
to be equivalent to Claughton-cum-Birkenhead, for 
Grange is outside the existing boundary. This boundary 
is very irregular ; it includes Flaybrick Hill cemetery on 
the north-west, goes east and then south, in a much in 
dented line, so as to include most of Birkenhead Park, 
and ends on the boundary line between Oxton and 
Tranmere.

A small portion to the south-west of the Park, roughly 
circular in form, is in the parish of Woodchurch ; in this 
part is the modern residence known as the Manor House. 
The explanation is that this portion of land had been 
given by the lord of Oxton to the monks (see below), and 
that they included it in their manor of Claughton, without 
altering its ecclesiastical connexion with Woodchurch.

The township, having been included in Birkenhead 
since 1843 and largely built upon, has lost its ancient 
features ; the original village, with its green, appears to 
have been situated about the junction of Park Road 
South with Palm Hill. The Park was formed on marshy
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and sterile land on the border between Claughton and 
Birkenhead. The area of the township is 436 acres in 
Bidston, and about 30 ac. in Woodchurch.

The Grange, originally in Claughton, was the monks' 
farm-house on the south-east side of the present town 
ship, in Grange Mount, between Euston Grove and 
Alfred Road. The name Moat Croft, near Park Station, 1 
suggests that there was another grange at that part of 
Claughton, or possibly for Wolveton.

The history of the manor is the same as that of Birken 
head, and in 1882 Mrs. Sitwell was lady of the manor. 
The only rents in Claughton expressly mentioned in 1714 
are the following under " Leasehold tenements : re 
served rents " : 2

i s. d.
Robert Leen . . .  . . .106 
John Leen . . . . . .080
John Kingston . . . . . . o 19 o
Jacob Williamson . . . . .090

Also under Holt Hill and Claughton :

Mary Wilson . . . . . .170

and under Claughton again :

Samuel Sharp . . . . . . o 19 o

A century ago a gamekeeper was appointed, but courts 
had ceased to be held. " The Manor House," a residence 
built and occupied by Sir William Jackson, Bart., was 
intended, many years ago, as the head of a considerable 
estate in Claughton, the negotiations for the purchase of 
which ultimately failed. 3 Sir William was one of the 
chief founders of modern Birkenhead; he died 31 
January, 1876.

Hugh Domville, lord of Oxton in the time of Henry III,

1 Trans. Hist. Soc., xlv, 78. * Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd S., xxi, 84. 
3 Helsby's Ormerod, ii, 471.
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gave to the monks of Birkenhead, for the safety of the 
souls of himself and his ancestors and especially of his 
lord Robert [de Montalt], sewer of the Earl of Chester, 
a house and a piece of land called Knavenebrec in Oxton. 1 
This is probably the piece in Woodchurch parish men 
tioned above. Roger Domville confirmed his ancestor's 
gift in the time of Edward I, and also agreed with the 
monks as to the bounds between Oxton and Claughton, 
thus : Beginning at Botteslowe and so to Swalewellowe, 
and from this point by stones there placed in Lyngedale 
to the Raggedstoan. 2 This may have been a further 
settlement of a dispute in 1282 between Robert the prior 
and the lords of Oxton, Isabel de Oxton and Roger de 
Domvile, when it was agreed that certain pasture between 
Port Street and Oxton Way, extending between the 
townfields of Clauhton and Oxton, should remain waste, 
each party having common of pasture therein. When 
peace between England and Wales should be established, 
the bounds were to be decided without delay by a per 
ambulation made by good and loyal men. 3 In 1260 the 
prior had recovered common of pasture in Clahton against 
Hamon de Mascy and others ; this was probably the end 
of a dispute about the boundaries between Claughton 
and Bidston. 4

In 1291 the prior of Birkenhead had in Claughton 3 
carucates of land worth 305. a year clear ; rents 35. 4^., 
a mill worth I2s., stock 125. and woods is. 585. 4^. in 
all. 5 The mill was probably that later said to be in 
Birkenhead. It is mentioned in an inquiry in 1304 as to 
the prior's enclosing 30 ac. of heath in his grange of 
Claughton, the bounds being " from the road from 
Budestane to the mill of Birkenhead, and from that road

1 Dcp. Keeper's Rep., xxxix, 19.
2 Dep. Keeper's Rep., xxxix, 19. Lingdale is on the borders of Claughton 

and Oxton and is mainly occupied now by St. Aidan's College and grounds.
3 Chester County Court R. (Chet. Soc.), 53.
' Ibid., 20. s Tax. P. Nic., 258.
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to the Pool of Walleye." The land was held of Hamon 
de Mascy in alms. 1

A trespass of another kind was investigated in 1332, 
when William de Lasceles and a number of others, assert 
ing that they were lords of Seacombe, demanded an anchor 
and rope which Robert prior of Birkenhead and John 
Wodenot his woodward had seized on Sunday, 6 May, 
1330, at the Mill house in Claghton. The plaintiffs 
claimed a right of ferry or passage, allowing them to carry 
men and goods in boats across the Mersey and to moor 
and discharge in Waleyes Pull and as far as Ranildes Pull, 
either in Claghton or Secum. The prior denied this 
claim and had seized the anchor, etc. The jury gave a 
verdict in his favour. 2

The Forest inquiries made in 1340 and later record some 
encroachments, but it does not appear that all these were 
unlawful. The prior had ploughed an acre in Umldes- 
greve in Claghton and 2 ac. on the heath ; 3 he had also 
cut down 124 oaks in his woods of Birkenhead and Wol- 
veton. 4 He had built a house in Birkenhead wood and 
had made a moat (fossatum) for a " peele " in Claghton ; 
he had enclosed 2\ ac. in Claghton in a tristera by the 
Blake Street, and 4 ac. more, and had made a great ditch 
in Wolveton Wood. Further he had taken turves in 
Claghton and on the Falles of Bidston. 5 The Blake 
Street is named in another presentment : William son

1 Chester Plea R. 16, m. id. The prior was allowed to enclose it with ditch 
and low hedge.

1 Chester Plea R. 43, m. i6d. Ranilde's Pool seems to be the same as that 
later called Gonild's Pool, being part of Tranmere Pool. It must be borne in 
mind that Claughton then extended to the Mersey.

3 Chester Forest R. 3.
1 Ibid., 4, m. 3d.
* Ibid., m. i2d, 13, I4d. Wright, Dialect Diet., gives the meaning of " fall " 

as " the divisions of a large arable field attached to a village," also as " a 
square perch containing in Cheshire 64 square yards." It also is said in 
Lincolnshire to mean " low-lying wet marshy land." The reference here is 
probably to the " rnoss rooms " or allotments in the turbary, which lay to 
the west of School Lane and Bidston Station.
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of Robert de Oxton had ploughed up an acre of waste in 
Claghton by the Blake Street. 1

Two homicides are recorded in the plea rolls. In 1336 
Edward son of John de Hornby killed Thomas Lether of 
Tranmere at Claughton and fled to the church at Waley. 
Here he acknowledged his crime and abjured the land of 
the Earl of Chester, a port being assigned to him at Waley. 2 
He had a horse worth 45., which was taken to Chester 
Castle. 3 He appears to have escaped easily, crossing 
over from Wallasey into Lancashire after promising never 
to return to Cheshire. Nicholas Punchard, chaplain, was 
killed in November 1384 at Claughton by one John 
Calghy. 3 Claughton jurors in 1447 were : Robert Wode- 
ward, Hugh Heir, John Aghton and Richard Hicok. 4

According to the Valor Ecclesiasticus (v, 212) the 
priory's rental in Claughton amounted to iocs. 4^., and 
the fee of William Hare, the monks' bailiff in Claughton 
and Moreton, was 405. Another account makes the rents 
in Claughton with the manor of Wolton amount to 
£8 45. ; & and a detailed rental gives the following list: 6

Claghton. 
Thomas Hecok, yearly .... 205.
Richard Hecok . . . . . . IDS.
Margery Hare ...... 205.
Elen (? Oliver) Deene .... 155.
Ralph Drynkwater . . . . .135. \A.
James Woodward ..... igs. 7^.
Roger Walkok . . . . 8s. Sd.
Roger Watt . . . . . . 185.
Roger Par bolt . . . . . .105.
David Woodward ..... 35.
Henry Deene, for the Pole Hey. . . 2S.

Total £8 igs. 4^

_i Chester Forest R. 3, m. 4. 2 Chester Plea R. 48, m. gd.
3 Chester Plea R. 88, m. 10. * Chester Plea R. 162, m. 8d.
6 Augment. Off. Mis. Bks., 397, p. 34.
6 Wirral N. & Q., ii, 39. In a list of Crown Rents in Cheshire dated 1739 

occurs : 2s. from land in Claughton called Pole Hey ; Mis. Books (Land 
Revenue) 264 no. 6.

/6 - 3 v
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Robert Wodewarde of the Graunge occurs in 1539. 1 
Administration of the goods of James Woodward was in 
July 1642 granted to his eldest son John. 2 The name 
seems then to have died out here.

The " old rents " of Sir Thomas Powell in Claughton- 
cum-Grange amounted to £16 155. 8d. 3 According to the 
account made up in 1644 his rents in Claughton amounted 
to £ij is. 6d. Sir Thomas Powell of Horsley, bart., was 
lord in 1668, according to Randle Holme's list; 4 and 
again in 1701, according to Williamson's Villare. 6 The 
court roll for 1689 gives a number of local names : New- 
field Lane, Gill Brook, Lower Heath, Lassels Lea, Malings 
Hey bridge. 6 The Lower Heath lay between the present 
Birkenhead Park and Wallasey Pool; Gill Brook was 
the stream rising near Flaybrick Cemetery, running 
across " Claughton Fields " and emptying into Wallasey 
Pool near what is now the junction of Price Street and 
Corporation Road. Another local name that may be 
placed here for convenience is Hob/well Field, at the 
back of the Grange near the Claughton boundary. 7 
Heathside was on the border of Bidston.

It does not appear that there were any free tenants, but 
the local surname was occasionally used. Thus Richard 
son of Robert de Claghton occurs in 1349 an<^ Thomas son 
of William de Claghton in 1353. 8 In later times Wilson 
and Williamson were prominent surnames, and the former 
seem to have spread quickly into all the townships of 
Bidston. Richard Wilson of Claughton, carpenter, whose 
will was proved in 1629 left to his brother James all his 
lands, etc., towards the maintenance of his wife and 
children. 9 Four Wilsons are named in Claughton in the 
Hearth Tax return of 1664. William Wilson of Claughton,

'Chester Plea R. 241, n. id. z Irvine, Bitlslon Kegs., 52. 
3 Com. for Compounding, G. 246, no. 37.
4 Harl. MS. 2010, £. i 4d. 5 Add. MS. 6031, f. 8td. 
c Wirral N. & Q., ii, 55. ' Traits. Hist. Soc., xlv, 79. 
8 Chester Eyre R. 3, m. 44; 4, m. i. 9 Irvine, Bidston Regs., 44.
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yeoman, made his will 30 September, 1677, and it was 
proved by his widow Anne in 1682. It mentions his 
children Richard, Thomas, William and John Wilson and 
Ann Hiccock ; the two eldest son's children are also 
named, to Richard being left the four Lower Fields (near 
Wallasey Pool). 1 Thomas Wilson of Claughton, mariner, 
was buried at Bidston in October 1688 ; administration 
of his goods was granted to his brother John. 2 John 
Wilson of Claughton-cum-Grange, yeoman, was buried 
26 May, 1692 ; he left his property to his wife Mary, for 
the bringing up of his children ; the wife and his " loving 
uncle Richard Wilson of Bidston " being executors. 3 
" Cousin Thomas Wilson of Claughton " was named in 
the will of Thomas Pemberton of Chester in 1727. 4

Henry Williamson, yeoman, of Claughton, made his 
will in 1635, and it was proved in 1638 by his son Thomas ; 
daughters   Monneley, Ellen wife of John Ireland of 
Storcton, and Anne wife of Thomas Dobb are named ; 
also a daughter-in-law Catherine Williamson and grand 
children Henry, Thomas, William and Margaret William- 
son. 5 Thomas Williamson of Claughton, yeoman, by 
his will of December 1642 left his property to his wife 
and his son Henry ; he had also a house at Barnston 
and land at Storeton and Irby. 6 In 1682 Richard Spanne, 
the administrator of Thomas Williamson of Claughton 
(d. 1680), was proceeding against Jacob Williamson ; * and 
in 1692 Jacob Williamson, of Claughton, son of Henry 
and Mary Williamson, was plaintiff against Thomason 
Bromfield of Claughton. 8

The wills of Richard Bennett (1655) and Peter Bennett

1 Irvinc, Hid^loit Kegs., 68. » Ibid., 74.
3 Ibid., 87. * Trails. Hist. Sac., Ixvi, 47.
s \V. F. Irvine's Coll.   Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 52.
7 Chester Exchequer Bills, 16/93. Thomas son 01 Henry Williamson of 

Birkenhead was buried at Bidston, 27 May, 1681, and administration of his 
goods (he being described as " of Claughton ") was granted to a creditor 
Richard Span ; Irvine, Bidston Kegs., 67.

"Chester Exchequer Bills 16/102, 105.
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(1660), both of Claughton, and Thomas Bennett (1737), 
" late of Claughton, now living in a house belonging to 
the manor of Birkenhead," yeoman, also that of John 
Warton (1710) of Claughton, yeoman, have been printed 
in the Transactions of the Historic Society ; 1 and Mr. 
Irvine has given abstracts of the following in his Bidston 
Registers : John Drinkwater, 1592 ; Thomas Eccleston, 
1668 ; Henry Hancock, carpenter, 1643 ; Arthur Sherlock, 
webster, 1621 ; and Roger Watt, 1590. Sherlock's will 
mentions Watte Heath and Gille Wood (Birkenhead).

An interesting clause appears in the will of John 
Penkett of Birkett, yeoman, who was buried at Bidston 
7 May, 1605 :

It is my will that xx. s. be delivered to my brother-in-lawe 
William Heare of Claughton, and that the sayde William Heare 
doe sett hit forthe yearlic after at ii. shyllinges the yeare, and 
[with] the sayde ii.s. uppon the Monday in Rogation weeke, the 
sayd William shall provide drinke with hit for the Curat of 
Bidston and the parishioners that com with hym, and that the 
drink be drunken on the Grene in Claughton, when they come 
thether, as their accustome is, and that the said William Heare 
shall see it so done ycarlie, as my truste is in hym, during his 
lyffe, and after that he take such order that hit may be so used 
yearlie for ever.

The Green was on the boundary of that piece of 
Claughton which was in the parish of Woodchurch, so 
that the beaters of the bounds must needs visit it. His 
widow Jane left a similar gift in 1609 :

I geve and bequeathe xx.s. to the towne of Claughton to be 
set forthe at ii. shillinges for the pounde, the sayde two shillings 
to be yearlie upon Mondaie in Crosse weeke drunken in the same 
town and the stocke to remain whole for ever. 2

Flaybrick Hill was used as a quarry in 1820, having a 
railway to carry the stone down to Wallasey Pool. The 
cemetery was formed here under an Act of 1843.

'Vol. xxxviii, 147; Iviii, 175, 178. 
2 \V. ! ". Irvine, Bidston Kegs., ii, 13.




