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POOR LAW ADMINISTRATION IN NORTH
MEOLS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

By Eric Hardwicke Rideout.
Read 28 November 1929,

HROUGH the courtesy and assistance of Mr. F. H.
Cheetham, who introduced me to the contents of

the parish chest of St. Cuthbert’s, North Meols, and
with the permission of the Rev. Canon R. B. Blakeney,
the Rector, I am able to present some account of the
poor law documents to be described. The documents,
covering generally the period from 1699 to 1816, are not
uncommon, but their preservation in such numbers and
in so fair a condition is perhaps more unusual. The
preservation of so large a number is even more remark-
able in view of their occurrence amongst a mass of mis-
cellaneous material, of various dates, and their evanescent
nature, especially since the more common Churchwardens’
account books are missing. However, the whole of the
materials contained in the church chest in 1929 have
been examined, and from them I have extracted all those
bearing on the poor laws. They have been classified
and calendared. Those falling into familiar groups, for
example the Apprentice Indentures and Removal Orders,
have been abstracted only, save where a document differed
in important respects from the usual forms.? A bundle
of more miscellaneous character has been copied in full,
and these, together with the more common papers, shed
some light not only on the administration of the poor
! Formal documents have not been printed in full as examples are readily
available in the various handbooks prepared for the assistance of Justices
and Parish Officers; notably Joseph Shaw's Parish Law (8th Edn., 1753),
and Richard Burn's Justice of the Peace and Parish Officer (John King, 22nd

edn., 5 v., 1814) have been found useful and may be consulted for examples
and precedents,
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laws in the parish and neighbourhood, but by their
context assist us to form a picture of the economic
features of the period.
The documents fall naturally into the following classes :
1. Certificates of Settlement.
Removal Orders.
Confirmation or Cancellation of Removal Orders.
Bastardy Orders.
Confirmation or Cancellation of Bastardy Orders.
Bonds.
Apprentice Indentures.
Miscellaneous materials not strictly falling under
the above heads.
With these latter I do not propose to deal as a class
apart but merely to use them to illustrate, so far as they
permit, the documents in the preceding classes.

IO ONCA 4% 5 b

1. CERTIFICATES

Under the notorious Act of 14 Car II, c. 12 (1662),
generally styled the Law of Settlement and Removal,
it was made lawful for the Churchwardens and Overseers
of the Poor to complain before two Justices of the Peace
of the presence of any poor persons coming to inhabit
in their parish and to whom they objected and to obtain
therefrom an order for their removal to their parish of
settlement. *‘ During the long period of misgovernment
by the two brothers of the Stuart race,” says Pashley,!
““ the necessary evil of the law of settlement and removal,
its tendency to injure every labourer in the country by
restricting the exercise of his industry and arbitrarily
interfering with his personal freedom, remained in full
operation.” Hence by the 3rd W. & M., c. 11 (1692),
new heads of settlement were created in order to secure
mobility of labour, that is to say, settlement might be
obtained by 40 days’ residence in the parish, payment of

! Pashley, Robert, Pauperism and Poor Laws, London, 1852, p. 234.
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taxes therein, or by executing an annual parish office
for a year. The effect, however, was largely nullified
by the proviso that the 40 days of settlement should only
be counted from the publication of notice given to the
parish officers, and depended therefore on their goodwill.
Five years later, in 1697, an Act stating in its preamble :—

“ Forasmuch as many poor persons, chargeable to the parish,
township, or place where they live, merely for want of work,
would, in any other place, where sufficient employment is to be
had, maintain themselves and families without being burthen-
some to any parish, township, or place ; they are for the most
part confined to live in their own parishes, . . . and not permitted
to inhabit elsewhere, though their labour is wanted in many other
places where the increase of manufactures would employ more
hands,”

enacted that:—

““if any person brings a certificate from the parish where he was
last legally settled, subscribed by the Churchwardens and over-
seers, and allowed by two justices, every parish should be obliged
to receive him, and he should not be removeable merely on account
of his being likely to become chargeable, but only upon his be-
coming actually chargeable.” *

Unfortunately no clause of the Act obliged the over-
seers to grant such certificates, Furthermore, there is
some evidence that so far from being a new departure,
this Act merely gave parliamentary sanction to a practice
which had prevailed for some time previously, that is to
the granting of certificates or testimonials which were in
effect private agreements between one parish and another.
It is to this fact perhaps that most of the certificates here
recorded are made specifically between two parishes.?

Subsequently, in 1795, removal was limited to those
actually chargeable.® Certificates therefore became com-

! Pashley, op. cit., 238, citing 8 & 9 W. & M. c. 30.

* On this point see Marshall, D., The English Poor in the Eighteenth Century,
London, 1926, pp. 175 et seq.

* 35 Geo. III, c. 101, quoted by Pashley, op. cit.,, p. 253. By the same
Act the removal of sick persons * to the great danger of their lives ” was to
be suspended until their recovery.
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paratively useless. Such would appear from the certi-
ficates preserved at North Meols, thirty-seven of which
relate to the period before 1795, and only one was |
issued after that date. It is of course unsafe to assume
either with certificates or with any other of the docu-
ments here described that the number preserved repre-
sents the total issue during the eighteenth century. Itis,
however, probable that except for a higher * mortality "’
for documents of the earlier years, the numbers remaining
do represent roughly the total number issued. The
theory that greater care may have been bestowed on
the documents by certain overseers is not borne out
by the very even distribution of the documents of all
classes over the period under review. So far as the
certificates alone are concerned, North Meols is especially
fortunate in having so large a number preserved in a
legible state. These papers, carried, if their appearance
is any guide, in the pockets of the migrants for long
periods, naturally are not to be found in large numbers
in any one parish.!

CERTIFICATES OF SETTLEMENT,

Date. Place of Origin. Name.
7 Mar. 1699 Formby Richard Shaw, w. and fam.
1700
7 Oct. 1700 Helsbe James Wainwright, w. and fam,

4 Oct. 1703 Scarisbricke Richard Spencer,? Elizabeth w.

1 E. M. Hampson, “ Settlement and Removal in Cambridgeshire, 1662~
1834,"” Camb. Hist. Journal, 11, 285 (1928), says: ‘‘ In many parishes the
certificates now extant only number three or four. . . .”

* Com. Pal. Lancr.

Upon a full hearing of the difference between the Ovrseers of the poor
k {Seal] of Northmeals and Scarisbrick in the said County touching the last
legal setlemt of Richard Spencer now Inhabiting in Northmeales afors?
[Seal] not haveing acquired a legal Setlem® there but being poor is likely to
become chargeable to the same Towne And forasmuch as it appears
to us by the acknowledgem* of the Ovrseers of the poor of Scarisbrick
aforesd That the said Richard Spencer was borne in the s? Towne
of Scarisbrick And no proof being made to us That the s? Richard
Spencer hath gained a legall setlem® elsewhere since that time WEE
therefore her Majties Justices of peace & Quor™ of the said County
doe hereby declare & adjudge the last legall setlem* of the said Richard
F
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Date. Place of Origin. Name.
7 Oct. 1704 Hesketh cum  George Ball, Jennet w., William
Becconsall s.
20 Mar. 1706/7 Liverpoole Ellen, dau. Ric: Rimmer, late
of Liverpoole, mariner.
25 Apl. 1712 Latham William Alty, Cicily, w., John
Thomas c.
9 Jly. 1713 Bickerstaffe Joshuah Sumner, Marg! w.,
James, Margt, Edmond, c.
20 Apl. 1724 Scarisbrick Alice Threlfall, wid, Thos, Alice,
John, James, c.
10 Feb. 1726 Formby William Hallothorne, Ellen w.
28 Apl, 1731 Lytham Elizabeth Lawson, wid: Thos:
Robert, sons.
26 Nov. 1736  Liverpoole John Blundell, mariner, Alice w.
25 Dec. 1736 Rainford William Pink, Ann w.
12 Jan. 1737 Freckleton James Tailor, Elizabeth w.
15 Nov. 1737 Kirk Malew John Taggart,® Shoemaker.

Spencer to be in Scarisbrick afores! And doe likewise ordr the Ovrseers
of the poor of Northmeales to remove convey & delivr the said Richard
Spencer & Elizabeth his wife to the Ovrseers of the poor of Scarisbrick
aforesd to be provided for according to Law GIVEN undr our hands
& seales this fifth day of July Anno Dom. 1703°
To the Ovrseers of the poor of
Northmeales to remove & Convey
and to the Overseers of the poor
of Scarisbrick to receive &
provide for the said Richard
Spencer according to Law
1 The meaning of this Certificate is not at all clear, especially since in the
absence of a law of settlement in the Isle of Man, it was impossible to remove
to it anyone who claimed to belong to that Island. (v. Webb, op. cit., 335.)
Nelther does the certificate fulfil exactly the requirements of the statute
law (I.O.M.) of 28 Jan. 1712 (Statute Laws of 1.O.M. 1819, pp. 227-9). The
document in question is as follows :
Insula | Tuese ARE 10 CERTIFY to whom it may Concern Also Sendeth
Monae. | Greeting &c. That the Bearer hereof John Taggart Shoemaker
formerly of the said Isle (and a fourth Son to William Taggart a
Yeoman in the parish of Malew Proprietr of the Estate Scituate
in the said Parish Comonly Called by the name of Ballakew) But
now (as the said John Taggart Informeth us) a Residenter in the
parish of St Meales in the County of Lancaster within the Kingdome
of Great Brittain, Do. hereby whose Names are subscribed Affirm
and testify That the said John Taggart hath Derived from an
Esteemed and Reputed Family and Behaved himself a Sober and
faithfull Young Man and honestly Served his Apprenticeship
within the said Isle Noway Guilty of any Crime or Misdemeanour
to the knowledge of us the Inhabitants of the said Parish of

C. L. StaNLEY
THoOS. ASHURST.

-
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Date,
18 Jly. 1738
19 Feb. 1741

25 Feb. 1743

20 Apl. 1744

21 Mar. 1746

18 Jun. 1746
18 Jun.
8 Dec.
10 Jan.

1746
1747
1748

17 Feb.
24 Feb,

1749
1749
25 Mar. 1749

2 Feb.
5 Nov.

1754
1756

25 Mar. 1757

3 Nov. 1759
1 Mar, 1760

23 Aug. 1763
7 Apl. 1768

Place of Origin.

Ormskirk
Hindley

Hesketh cii
Becconsall

Millington

Rufford

Hesketh w.
Becconsall

Bangor, Flint
Burscough

Wigan
Burscough

Tarleton

Orrel
Warton

Stalming

Longton
[Lancs.]
Tarleton

North Meols
Scarisbrick

Name.

Peter Wright, Anne w.

Joseph Bibby, Ellen w., John,
William, Mary c.

Wm, Hall, Elizabeth w., Mar-
gret, Ellen, Mary c.

Thos. Mullineux, Judith w.,

John, William, Samuel, Thos:

c.

Ric: Wignall, Taylor, Ellen w.,
Jane, John c.

Robert Bailey, Jane w.

Robert Lawson, Junior, Alice w.

John Sparks, Mary w., Robert s.

Ralph Rimmer, Ann w., Alice
dau.

Robert Brown, Jane w., Jamess.

Richard Mawdesley, Plaisterer,
Anne, Margaret c.

Henry Forshaw, Ellen w., Alice,
Elizabeth, James, Jane c.

Robert Blundell, Issebel w.

Peter Jackson, Alice w., Oliver,
William, Izabella, Jennet,
Eling, Ric?, Henry c.

James Whitle, Day Labourer,
Ann w.

Thos. Wearing, Ann w,

Richard Carr, Husbandman,
Elisabeth w., Anne, Thomas c.

Richard Lee, Ellen w.

John Gill, son of Elizabeth G.,
late of Birscarr,

Malew and the rest of the Subscribers whose names are here under
written (No stamp paper used here) This Fifteenth Day of Novem-
ber Anno Dni one thousand seven hundred and thirty seven.
Cua: Moore, Deemster.

J. Woobs, Vier of K.K. Malew.

Joux Srtater, Deputy Constable of

Nicu, Briosox,

Castle Rush[en).

Joun Kirry, Warden.
Tuo: Caing, Liuetanant of K. K. Malew,
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Date. Place of Origin. Name,

19 Nov. 1768 Aughton James Dobson, Ellin w., James,
Ann c.

26 Aug. 1769 Ince Blundell Hugh Gregson, Blacksmith, Ann
w.

16 Jan. 1777 Freckleton John Hardiker, Hannah w.,
Mary w@t. 1.

11 May 1791 Much Hool William Miller.

8 May 1816 Formby Hannah Bolton, and bastard L

child or children. ‘
The three following documents fall under the provisions F j
of the Act of Settlement, but no certificates concerning 1
them have been preserved :

6
Lancasmire To Witr % |
The Information of John Case of Halsall in the s County Taylor 1
taken upon Oath the 14th day of April 1748 before me Wm Hill Esq.
one of his Majesties Justices of the peace in & for ye s County.
Who saith that he was apprentice in North Meols a many years agoe and went
from thence abt twelve years agoe with a Certificate into Scarisbrick where
he lived for abt, 8 yeares and then removed into Halsall where he has resided i
for about four years last past at an Estate formerly belonging to Mr John v
Bibby and now belonging to Wm. Sutton and that he farmed there under the !
rent of 122 a year but had a days ploughing & ten shillings in dung allowed i
him by the Landlord out of the sd. rent but that the same was above ten
pounds a year and that he still continues to live at the same estate or farm
under the sd. Wm Sutton this present year at the rent or Sum of ten pounds
fifteen shillings only he has a load of Oat Straw allowed him by his Landlord. |
Sworn at Ormskirk the
day & year above said

before me i
Ww. HivL, Joux Case.

12 Septr 1793,

Know all Men whom this may concern that I Thomas Lunn of Blackpool in
the County of Lancaster Labourer was born within the Parish of North E]
Meols in the said County and that I the said Thomas Lunn did in or about
the Year One Thousand seven hundred and eighty two quit the said Town- 1
ship of North Meols being then about the Age of nineteen Years and that I |
did go to Warton in the said County on or about the twenty ninth day of
December one thousand seven hundred and eighty two and was hired with |
and served Nicholas Nickson of Warton aforesaid for the space of one whole
Year and also did receive a Years Wages for the same without any deduction
whatsoever as he the said Nicholas Nickson did testify to me at the same
Time that I had received my full wages as Witness my hand this twelth day
of September one thousand seven hundred and ninety three. {

Witness our hands.

Joun RIMER The Mark of '
ROBERT SUTTON X )
Joux SiLcock. Tuomas Lunn
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[Endorsed over] THE CAse oF RaxnNer Alias ReyNoLp WRIGHT.
Novr 29th 1756.
Rannet alias Reynold Wright and Ellen his wife went into Scarisbrick to live
| about Fourteen Years ago or upwards under a Certificate from Northmeols
continued there and followed y¢ Trade or Occupation of a Taylor and about
or in y¢ Year 1750 purchased a Freehold Tenement in Scarisbrick consisting
of a house and about Four Acres of Land from Henry Bell who held y* said
{ Tenement under a Lease from Mr Scarisbrick of Scarisbrick aforesaid under a
l reserved Rent of Three Shillings and Sixpence Yearly and other Conditions
i | therein mentioned y® purchase Money was Forty-two pounds and one years
; holding upon ye said premises y® said Raunet or Reynold paid ye purchase
& money lived upon it and occupied it for y® space of one year or upwards and
was accepted as Tenant by ye said Mr Scarisbrick and in his own right paid
: all Leys and Taxes that was imposed upon y¢ said Tenement N:B: ye said
Raunet or Reynolds y¢ proper Assignee morgaged y* said Tenement to Henry
{ Meadow of Scarisbrick aforesaid for y¢ Sum of Thirty Pounds afterwards
sold it unto John Son of Henry Meadow deceased in order to pay of y* said
morgage money during all which he lived in yf Township of Scarisbrick afore-
{ said it is likewise observed that y¢ said Raunet or Reynolds at his appearing
i to do suit of Court within y* Manor of Scarisbrick y¢ Year he lived upon y¢
! said premises was by ye¢ said Court appointed to execute y® Office of an Ale
! Taster which was in and about y® year 1751 which Office he executed for ye
i space of one year or more the said Raunet since which time purchased a small
t Cottage in Scarisbrick aforesaid for Nine pounds and a small yearly quit
Rent to wit one shilling where he now continues to live,

| [Another hand.)

J Sr. Pray send your opinion in writing whether Wrights settlement be in
Scarisbrick or Meols and you'll oblige Yours JN° ARMETRIDING,?

' Dec: ye 3% 56:

[Again anothey hand.)
I am of opinion that thes? Reynold Wright by his Purchase of and living upon
the s? Tenem! in Scarisbrick has gained a Settlement there, as to serving the
Office of Ale Taster It is doubtfull to me whether it is such an annual Office
as will intitle him to a Settlement But I incline to think it is not.

Tuo: GRiMSHAW,

2. REMOVAL ORDERS.

Removal Orders total twenty for the period. Such
Orders had to be confirmed by the next Quarter Sessions,
and in a total of thirty-two documents, twenty-six
removal orders were confirmed and only six set aside.
From the evidence of these materials it would not appear
that the parish of North Meols often suffered, for out of
all these orders and confirmations (fifty-two), only nine
were made to the disadvantage of the parish.

17 Rev, John Armetriding, curate of North Meols, 1735-1767.
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So successful a record must have been largely due to
the care and trouble taken by the overseers in resisting
the claims of neighbouring parishes. An example which
illustrates the pertinacity of the overseers as well as the
trouble the Law of Settlement was capable of causing is
given by the case of Ralph Sherdley’s widow and family
recorded in these papers at some length. Ralph Sherd-
ley, it appears from a Visitation of North Meols in 1709,!
was ordained deacon September 2o0th, 1702, and priest
May 30th, 1708. He was curate of North Meols “ from
1708,” 2 and appeared there until 1725 at least.®> He
occurs also as minister of Maghull Chapel in 1704.%
He was at Maghull for at least a year,® but whether he
remained minister there until John Balshaw, M.A., was
‘“ ordained to be curate "’ of Maghull on 25th September,
1743 is not clear. At all events we may assume that he
had died before the following September, for on the
28th of that month an order was obtained for the removal
of Mary, his widow, and her five children from Maghull
to North Meols. The subsequent proceedings are suffi-
ciently recorded in John Brownsword’s, the lawyer’s, bill
preserved with the parish papers :—

For NoRTHMEOLS, ABOUT THE ORDER OF REMOVAL of Mary
PARISH. Sherdley widow Ann and Ralph her
AT Surr oF THE ‘Children from Maghull to Northmeols.
TownsHiP OF |And also about the other Order for
MAGHULL removal of John Elizabeth and Jane
Children of Ralph Sherdley deceased
from Maghull to Northmeols—
My retainer and advice on oath Order of removal copy-
ing thereof and taking instructions to defend 6 8
Drawing up a Short Sketch of the Case In relation to
Farington and my journey to Latham to lay it before

! Farrer, History of North Meols (1903), p. 88.

® Ibid. He appears as witness to a Bond (p. 91), 4 July 1721,
# Farrer, loc, cif.

¢ Trans. Hist. Soc. Lancs & Ches., 74, 38 (1922).

5 See Mainwaring's opinion below, p. 72.

SR dner o e
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Mr Bootle and to prevail with him to advise the
Town of Maghull to withdraw those Orders and re-
move them to Farington from Aughton As the
surest way to prevent expence to North Meols and
Maghull

Gave then to Servants at Latham

For Several Attendances on M* Smith and the Maghull
Officers on purpose to prevail with them to come into
the proposal

Expences on that account

Note They wo’d not agree to it And Mess™ Chetham
and Kenyon being both retained for Maghull T re-
tained Mr Aspinwal gave him

Attending him

Jane®y [1745) For Severall Attendances on the Gentlemen
of Northmeols on purpose to consult about having
Council from abroad or getting the Appeals respited
from next Sessions to Ormskirk Sessions 108 641
Paid expences and for postage of letters about re-
taining Mr Leigh Mr Wilson &c. 68 4¢

Drawing notice of motion to respite the Appeal to the
Order for removal of the widow and her Child 1#®:
Copy and Service by my Clerk 4% 4¢: Journey to
Wigan Sessions to prove the same 5%—Sessions fee
6% 8¢ Order of respite and Service 5% 44

The like in the other Order for removal of the
Children

Drawing a Case for Council and transcribing the same
fair over

To Councelor Clayton therewith 21% his Clerk 2% 61
attending him 6% 84

My Journey to Meols therewith And advising further
about Councel

Attending Lawyer Aspinwal with the Case and con-
sulting him about Mr Clayton’s opinion 6% 8¢ Gave
him then 10 64

For my trouble of consulting my Correspondents at
Chester and the postage of letters about retaining
and having Lawyer Falkener from Chester to our
Sessions 4% 79: p? for their trouble abt it 6% 8¢

1 The attempt was successful, see No. 9 and 10, p. 83.
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Note. As he was no Orator I was advised to take

Mr Baron Manwaring ! if I cou’d get him My Journey

to Meols and consulting the order 5 o
Drawing Case for his Opinion 3% 6¢ My journey to

Chester on purpose to attend him and prevail if

possible for him to come over to Ormskirk Sessions

£1 1% ot Expences & boats 118 115 6
Gave to the Council 218 To his Clerk 28 69 Attending
him 68 84 1 10. 2

To Mr Stone for his assistance and care about getting
his opinion and prevailing on him to come over (It
then being the Quarter Sessions at Chester And he

co’d not give his opinion) 5 0
Paid Postage of his opinion 18 Mr Store’s letter 4¢ I 4 l
Transcribing thereof and my Clerk’s Journey to Meols i
with the Same to lay before the Town 7 G
Drawing Brief and two fair copys thereof 11 o

To three Several Journeys of my Self to Maghull,
Halsall Lidiate and Aughton in order to find out '
propper Witnesses that paid no Taxes in either Town
in dispute ;

Six Process for Witnesses 3% Service thereof 8¢ 64

Gave to Parson Pilkington with his process

To Mr Hen: Sherdley 3% 6¢ Robert Taylor 3%

To Richard Huson 28 To Threlfall 18

To Councelor Aspinwal with his Brief 21%# Attending

-
W Oos m O
OO0 O™

him 3% 44 S
To Mr Lancaster his retainer and pleading Fee 8 6
For my Own Sessions Fee And pains in the Affair 13 4

Note the Court with hard Strugling agreed to make a

Case of it to be referred to the Judge of Assize.
For my trouble of endeavouring to have the Case

fairly drawn and Stated but Mr Chetham and Mr

Kenyon wo'd take time to consider of it till after

the Sessions Gl )

! The opinion was as follows :—
1 am clear of opinion that Mr Sherdley gained a Settlement in Northmeols
and am inclined to think that he has gained a subsequent one in Maghull
by executing the Office or charge of the Curacy for a year though he was not
licensed thereto will gain a Settlement within the Stat* 3: & 4: W™ & Mary
But this being a new point the Court will probably confirm the Order specially
and give the parties an opportunity of taking the Judgement of the Court
of King's Bench,

J. MAINWARING
25 Aprill 1745, Chester,
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1%t June Attending both Mr Chetham and M* Kenyon
at Manchester in hopes of getting it settled but coud

i

not 6 8
: Paid then expences with them on that account 3: 0
For several letters and Messengers to Peel and likewise I
to Manchester on the same Account 4 © i
Paid the Man who brought it over 2 6 f
Attending Mr Radcliffe therewith and transcrib-
ing it 4 4
' Retainer to Lawyer Clayton at London for next
Assizes and Clerk 13 ©
My Agents trouble and postage of letters &cr 7 10
Total. 19 13 11
| 218 March 1744. ReCed from Jn° Brekell 27079
-', 25 Aprill 1745. From Rich? Johnson 5 0 o} il
Remains 12 13 II
[Following in another hand.)
170 July 1745. my journey to the towns metingecd o 7 6
Do. Delivered over Wm Snodsons (?) bond
due to me in yt affaire 6 8
22¢ July 1745 To Lawyer Aspinall on the motion to
respite till next Sessions and to
have the opinion of Mr Gundry &
St John Strange R R
My own Sessions Fee & Trouble 6 8
! respite orders in both affairs 2 8
§ 14 18 5

Finally on the 26th September, after a year of argu-
ment, the following complicated agreement was made
between the contending townships :—

ARTICLES of Agreement indented had made concluded
and fully agreed upon this Twenty-Sixth day of Sep-
tember in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven
Hundred and Forty Five BETWEEN John Ball James
Spencer Richard Rimer Richard Ball and Richard John-
'son Churchwardens and overseers of the Poor of the
‘ Township of Northmeals in the County of Lancaster of
' the one part and Thomas Glover and Thomas Bradley
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Chappell warden and overseer of the poor of the Township
of Maghull in the said County on the other part.
WHEREAS there has been and is divers and Sundry disputes
arisen and still subsisting between the Townships of Northmeals
and Maghull aforesaid touching and relating to the Settlement
of Sarah Sherdley John Sherdley Elizabeth Sherdley Jane
Sherdley Anne Sherdley and Ralph Sherdley Sons and
daughters of Ralph Sherdley late of Maghull aforesaid Clerk
deceased NOW Thereof for Ending the said Disputes it is agreed
as follows (That is to say) the said John Ball James Spencer
Richard Rimer Richard Ball and Richard Johnson For them-
selves their heirs executors Administrators and Successors Do
hereby contract covenant promise and agree to and with the
said Thomas Glover and Thomas Bradley and to and with each
of them their and Each of their heirs Executors Administrators
and Successors that they the said John Ball James Spencer
Richard Rimer Richard Ball and Richard Johnson and their
Successors Shall and will from time to time and at all times
hereafter well and Sufficiently maintain and provide for the
above named Anne Sherdley so that the said Anne Sherdley
shall in no sort become burthensome troublesome nor in any wise
chargeable to the Inhabitants of Maghull aforesaid AND the
said Thomas Glover and Thomas Bradley for themselves their
heirs Executors Administrators and Successors do hereby Con-
tract covenant promise and agree to and with the said John
Ball James Spencer Richard Rimer Richard Ball and Richard
Johnson and to and with Every of them their and Every of their
heirs Executors Administrators and Successors that they the
said Thomas Glover and Thomas Bradley and their Successors
Shall and will from time to time and at all times hereafter well
and sufficiently maintain and provide for the above named Ralph
Sherdley so that the said Ralph Sherdley Shall in no sort become
burthensome troublesome nor in any wise chargeable to the
Inhabitants of Northmeals aforesaid AND LASTLY It is the
mutuall Agreement of the parties to these presents that the
above named Sarah Sherdley John Sherdley Elizabeth Sherdley
and Jane Sherdley Shall from henceforward be maintained and
provided for at the Joint and equall expence of the Townships
of Northmeals and Maghull aforesaid And that the Effects which
the late Ralph Sherdley died possessed of Shall be Equally divided
betwixt the said Townships of North Meals and Maghull the
Expence of their maintenance hitherto being first deducted
IN WITNESS whereof the parties aforesaid to these presents
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their hands and Seals have hereunto Interchangeably put the
day and Year first above Written
Sealed and Delivered (being first
duly Stamped) In presence of us
J. NorMAN TromAs GLOVER [Seal]
Epwp LANCELOTT TroMAs BrapLy [Seal]
[3 sixpenny embossed and one penny printed sheet stamps.] |

In October, John and Jane were apprenticed,! and
presumably, as soon as she was old enough, Anne was
similarly disposed of.? No provision was made by either
party, so far as can be determined, for the widow.

In the year following the Sherdley agreement a dispute
with the township of West Houghton is recorded. The u
details which follow require no comment, but illustrate -
only too clearly the abuses of the system.

NorTH MEOLS AT SuUIT

oF WESTHOUGHTON, }

John Lee the Oldest Son of Robert Lee which said Robert
was possessed of an Estate he held by Lease from Mr Worthington
of Three Lives where of thesaid John Lee was one After the Death
of the said Robert he the said John Lee did Service in Husbandry
for severall years came into North Meols and served with
Thomas Brade of that Township as to obtain a Settlement there,

After such Service he returned to West Houghton in Order
to claim his Estate which after his Fathers decease was held by
7 Mrs Leigh Widow of one Captain Leigh for a Bond debt of Ten

e

pounds owing by the said Robert Lee.

The said John Lee redeem’d and Sold the Estate to John
Yates of Lostock for about Sixty pounds Value having never
occupied nor enjoyed the same.

The said John Lee Married and lived sundry years in West-
houghton afterwards his Family growing numerous West-
houghton in the Month of September one Thousand seven
hundred and forty four obtain’d an Order for the Removal of
the said pauper and Family to North Meols.

Meols gave notice for an Appeal and the matter was respited
till January Sessions next following before which time Meols

1 See below, p. 100,

t [bid., p. 100. It seems probable, though proof is lacking, that this
9 unfortunate child, unable to rise above the handicap of poverty, was the
same Anne Sherdley who was removed by order from the Parish of St. Mary
on the Hill, Chester, in 1765, p. 80, below.
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gave a Certificate with the said pauper’s During which time John
Lee took a Farm from the above named John Yates of Lostock,
lying in Westhoughton consisting of Five Acres and one Rood
Land with a Cottage and some building for one year the Land to
be enter’d upon as by Articles upon the Second Day of February
and the Housing at May Day following.

Pursuant to these Articles John Lee entered upon the ground on
the Second Day of FebY then next ensuing and plowed and delved
and occupied the ground and though he had not the possession
of the House yet he held and enjoyed another house in the said
Township of Near asmuch value But the Inhabitants of Westhough-
ton being Uneasie at his holding this Estate and doing all they could
to distress him the said John Lee on the Eighteenth day of
April following came to an agreement with the said John Yates
his Landlord and in Consideration of Twelve pounds twelve shillings
to him the said Lee in hand paid surrendered up all his further
Term and Intrest in the premises and quitted the possession thereof
after he had been above forty days in the quiet enjoyment of it.

Whereupon Westhoughton publickly agreed to relieve him at
several meetings upon his complaint but notwithstanding have
since that obtained an Order from Mr Chetham and M’ Duckin-
field upon the Certificate without any Examination of the said
Lee as touching his Farm but have Superceded the same.
Meols have given there Notice of Appeal.

In the Settlement and how to proceed. }

[MR. BROWNSWORD'S BILL—continued.)

For NORTHMEOLS
}ABOUT SETTLEMENT OF JOHN LEE AND

AGT.
His FamiLy.

WESTHOUGHTON
For my retainer Advice and trouble of writeing
Several letters and directions in this affair 68 8¢

paid postage 79 753
For my Advice about the Agreement made for
farming the Estate in Westhoughton and giving

a Certificate with him 3 4
My trouble and charge of Sending to the Officer
that we wou’d withdraw our appeal but he in-
sisted on Cost for not giving notice and sending
the Certificate in time And wo'd move the Court

at Manchester for that purpose 4 o
Gave to Mr Dean his Fee to oppose the motion
and prevent cost which he did accordingly 5 o

{0 19 }
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The remainder of Mr. Brownsword’s bills though con-
cerning various matters is given below :—

Respite Orders at October Sessions [deleted)
[Another hand.] Due to me ab! Zachariah Faircloughs

Widow married to Robertson 13 4
Brought over abt Sherdleys Children 14 18 5
respite Orders at October Sessions & Fee 6 o
Do. at January Sessions 1745 6 o
Transcribing Orders & Instructions for
Certiorari 5 O
17 8 4
229 Aug' 1745 recéd from Richard
Johnson Overser of Meols in part of
accot 6 o o
IT 8 4
More ab! Settlement of John Lee 019 7
and abt! Zacharia Faircloughs 013 4
I3 1 3
27 Febr 1745. reced then from Richard
Johnson Overser of North Meols the
Sum of ten pounds ten shillings in
full of the said ballance of 13:1: 3.
by me Jo: BROWNSWORD.
[Endorsed over.] BILL FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTHMEOLS,
3% Octob: 1745. Richard Boond says the town shall
pay now the Cost in Derby Court ag! Ann | Lee ats 1|
Gibt Bull 4 7
14th Do at Wigan Sessions Orders of respite 4 0
My Sessions Fee 6 8
Transcribing orders etc. and Instrucions for Certiorari’s
to remove 5 O
For THE PARISH OF
3 } Joun BrowNsSWORDS BILL.
NORTHMEOLS.
— Due for the prosecution of Ann the wife of John
Marshall of Birkdale at Lent Assizes 1746 and
charge of Assignment from him since of his Tene-
ment to indempnifye the Town 112 0

1 7 (Lovats).
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s. d.
— Paid to the Clerk o’'th Peace for the respite Orders &
about Mr Sherdleys Children four Sessions success-
ively o10 8
— Paid him for the Two Orders for Setting Aside the
Orders for removal 4% my Sessions Fee 78 o II O 4
— For Journey Letters and trouble of preventing Ed- |
ward Halsall coming into the Town o 7 o
Sallary due for the year 1744 and 1745 I 0o o

For all my trouble of Letters Messengers and |
myself going once about William Hodsons Bastard o 6 8 ]
For Attending the Justices and taking the Examina-
tion of Richard Rimmer about his Settlement in
Liverpoole and expences on that Account 15t Sep-
tember 1747 o 5 6
Sallary for the years 1746 and 1747 1 0 o
1748. 13t April Attending and Drawing the Infor-
mations about the Settlement of John Carr and '
his family o 3 4
Paid expences at that time Attending the Justices o 1 6
25t Attending at Wheat Sheaf and taking examina- 3
tions of the Nine Vagrants brought before them o 7 o
Paid Expences on that Account o 2 8
5t July, For my Attending the Justices and moving
for a Warrant agt Alice Ball who refused to bring
in her Bastard Child in order to be filiated o 3 4
Attending the Filiation 3* 49 P¢ expences both

times 2% 64 o 5 10

For my trouble of Attending and taking examination
of Jane Giles a Vagrant and expences 0O 4 4

For motion at Quarter Sessions and getting Order
on the Treasurer of the County for 1:11: 4 0316

13" 7ber For the Inquisition on View of the Body
of Isabell Breakell killed by William Gorner 013 4

18t Jany. For Attending and taking the examination of
Edward Conwaya Vagrant 3%49 Paid expences16¢ o 4 10
7' For the like about Marg® Ferguson and her Child o 4 10

Sallary for the year 1748 0 10 O
1749. 20" March for my Advice and trouble about

John Wignalls Settlement o3 4

For the like about William Caunces o'3 @&
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Recep 5" Augt 1749 from James Lunt Ourseer of the poor
i of NorthMeols the Sum of Five pounds three shill-
ings on accot and in part of the within bill And I

‘ promise to make out the remainder to be fairly due
to me & clear the Objections Made thereto other-
wise the said Objections shall be allowed by me

Witness. Jo: BROWNSWORD.

JoHN SEPHTON.

£ s d.
remaining 4 1 ©
Charge Since abt Settlemt of Rob! Abram 18 7

41 Jun: 1749, at private Sessions ab! getting orders
of Ann Balls bastard Rob! Brown & Mawdsley o 6 8
At Quarter Sessions January 1749 for Watch

Money o 5 2
Salary for 1749 January Sessions 0 10
T 1
Order for Walch money last Sessions and to be ‘
paid to me in part 4 6 4 ‘1
I 15 I

it Reced 14 Feby: 1749. the Sum of Fifteen shillings in full of
J the above ballance.

by Jo: BROWNSWORD
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