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HUSKISSON AND LIVERPOOL.

By George S. Veitch, M.A., Litt.D.
Read 10 March, 1927.

W ILLIAM HUSKISSON has eminent claims to a 
place in Liverpool memories. For seven anxious 

years he served the borough in Parliament. 1 For more 
than half that time he was President of the Board of 
Trade, 2 an office as congenial to his gifts as it was im 
portant to his constituents. To the commercial men of 
Liverpool it meant much that during the critical years 
between 1822 and 1827 affairs of trade were controlled 
by a minister familiar with their needs and easily 
approached in emergency. Amid the extensive changes 
of those years, amounting as a whole almost to a revolution 
in fiscal methods, in customs duties and in the general 
character of the laws of trade, Liverpool merchants felt 
the easier because these changes were directed by a 
minister who understood their difficulties and had earned 
their confidence. Above all it mattered greatly to them 
in the black year of 1825, when the whole structure of 
trade and finance seemed to rock upon its foundations, 
that the effective guardian of financial policy was the 
representative of Liverpool, to whom his constituents had 
instant access at every need.

To Liverpool, then, Huskisson gave yeoman service. 
To Huskisson Liverpool returned a trust that, despite

'15 Feb. ISZ3 to 15 Sept. iSjo. 2 Jan. 18.13 to 23 Sept. 1827.
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2 Huskisson and Liverpool.

occasional tremors, was never seriously shaken. Though 
Huskisson's is not the most distinguished name on the 
long roll of members for Liverpool it must yield pride 
of place to Francis Bacon's in the sixteenth century * 
and perhaps to George Canning's in the nineteenth 2 
 it may be doubted whether the ancient borough ever 
found a more efficient steward of its interests or a repre 
sentative who made its influence of greater weight in 
national affairs. For this close partnership between 
member and constituency, a partnership in many respects 
unusual in its day, was of immediate significance and 
lasting consequence.

Yet no set biography of Huskisson has appeared since 
1831 when Edward Leeves, under the anxious supervision 
of Mrs. Huskisson, wrote the brief official memoir which 
is prefixed to John Wright's edition of Huskisson's 
Speeches. 3 That work was not ill done after the stilted 
fashion of an age which confounded biographies with 
lapidary inscriptions. But it was done too soon and

' M.P. 1589. - M.I'. iSij to 1823.
3 The Speeches of the Right lInnunral>Ic',W ill iam Huskisson,with a Biographical 

Memoir supplied to the Editor frnni Authentic Sources, 3 vols. London, 1831. 
(Hereafter cited as H. S.) In the Catalogue of Printed Books in the British 
Museum the Memoir is wrongly attributed to John Wright. It is correctly 
ascribed to Leeves in the Catalogue of Additions to the MSS. in the British 
Museum in the years 1911-1915, p. 230. That Leeves wrote the Memoir and 
that it was Wright's share to prepare the speeches for publication and to see 
the work through the press, is certain from the correspondence in Add. MS. 
38758, ff. 254-265; 38770 f. 108 ; and 39948, ff. 129-130. In the notice 
of Huskisson in the D.N.B. there is no reference to Wright's edition of the 
speeches, but the Memoir is cited as an independent work. Some copies 
do exist in that form, but they are apparently nothing more than independently 
bound off-prints which may have been prepared merely for private circulation. 
I have hitherto found no certain contemporary reference to the ofl-print, 
but since it has created a tiresome little bibliographical puzzle I may save 
the time and patience of others by recording that I have compared a copy 
of it with U.S. and find that it corresponds exactly in contents and paging 
with H.S., I, to p. 268, including the facsimile of a holograph letter of Hus 
kisson's which faces that page. Since this was written there has been published 
at the Oxford University Press William Huskisson antl Liberal Reform: An 
Essay on the Changes in Econom:: Policy in the Twenties of the Nineteenth 
Century, by Alexander Brady ; but the short biographical sketch of Huskisson 
given in the first chapter is inaccurate in several important details.
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under too many hampering restrictions of domestic 
feeling or public convention. In 1831 it was impossible 
to estimate correctly the full significance of Huskisson's 
achievements, and Huskisson himself scarcely emerges 
from the muffled presentation of one of His Majesty's 
Secretaries of State.

It is possible that, at the best, we shall in some respects 
always know less of Huskisson than of most statesmen, 
for his real intimacies were few and he guarded jealously 
the sanctities of his private life. But in 1913 the Trustees 
of the British Museum came into possession of thirty- 
seven volumes of his letters and papers, 1 to which two 
more have since been added. 2 Moreover the Corporation 
of Liverpool already possessed five bundles of the corre 
spondence of the Liverpool Office in London, 3 which throw 
light not only on the working of the Office, but also on 
the relations between Canning and Huskisson on the one 
hand, and their Liverpool constituents on the other.

William Huskisson was born on n March, 1770, 4 
exactly a month before his friend and leader, George 
Canning. 5 Though he sprang from a race of Staffordshire 
Squirelings, he was born at Birtsmorton Court, in Wor 
cestershire, 6 of which his father was then the tenant. 
In after years he seems to have looked upon his Worces 
tershire birth as a geographical accident and boldly 
claimed to be a Staffordshire man. 7 But he cannot have

1 Add. MSS. 38734-38770. '- Add. MSS. 39948-39949.
1 These papers were secured for the City (24 July 1908) through the vigil 

ance and public spirit of Mr. Robert Gladstone, B.C.L., M.A., to whom I 
am exceedingly grateful for making them known to me. They are now in 
the care of Mr. G. T. Shaw, M.A., at the Public Reference Library.

4 H.S., I, I. 5 Born n April, 1770.
* Disguised as Birch Moreton in H.S., and as Birchmorton in D.N.B., which 

places it erroneously in Warwickshire. I am indebted to Dr. Philip Nelson for 
the true identification. On Birtsmorton Court, which is interesting, see V.C.H., 
Worcestershire, IV, 29-32 ; W. Niven, Illustrations of Old Worcestershire 
Houses, London, 1873 ; Nash, Collections for the History of Worcestershire, 1,84.

' County patriotism approved this view. A bibliography of Huskisson's 
publications is included, for instance, in Bibliotheca. Stajfordiensis, Lichneld, 
1894, p. 24;, by R. Simms.
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lived for any long time together in that county. It is 
true that about the close of the year 1774, when William 
was between four and five years old, the Huskissons left 
Birtsmorton, and went to live on the estates of his grand 
father at Oxley and Bushbury, near Wolverhampton. 1 
But William was soon afterwards sent away to school. 
About his schooldays we know tantalisingly little. But 
he was a boarder at three schools in succession, only one 
of them in Staffordshire. 2 At the age of thirteen he left 
the county and thereafter his visits to it were infrequent 
and usually brief. Indeed some visits necessitated by 
business were undisguisedly a strain upon his patience. 

In 1783 William and his brother Richard were virtually 
adopted by their mother's uncle, Dr. Richard Gem, and 
went to live with him in Paris. 3 Dr. Gem, " a very fine 
looking old man . . . with agreeable manners," * had 
been physician to the Duke of Bedford during his embassy

1 Leeves says the Iluskissuus had bc'cu " long settled iu Staffordshire." 
It is not so clear that they had been long in possession of their known estates 
there. Oxley Manor was apparently bought by Husldsson's grandfather 
about 1760. Bushbury may have been bought merely because the estates 
adjoined. But one is tempted to think that it may have been acquired to 
provide a home for Huskisson's father, who removed from Birtsmorton soon 
after the death of his wife (29 Sept. 1774) [Charles to Samuel Huskisson, 18 
Oct. 1830, Add. MS. 38758, ff. 250-1.] Bushbury was sold to Huskisson's 
grandfather by a Mrs. Cavendish after the death of her husband. Cavendish 
died some time in 1774. Thus both the purchase of Bushbury and the removal 
from Birtsmorton seem to have happened at the end of 1774 or the beginning 
of 1775, though the date is in neither case quite certain. I confess that I 
should be glad of further and better evidence about Huskisson's grandfather 
and his estates. See Stebbing Shaw, The History and Antiquities of Stafford 
shire, II, pt. I (1801), p. 186 ; A Survey of Staffordshire . . ., by Sampson 
Erdeswick [edited by] Rev. Thomas Harwood . . . London, 1844, pp. 347-9.

1 First at firewood in Staffs., then at Albrighton ; and last at Applcby, 
in Leicestershire (Gent's Mag., 1830. pt. II, p. 366 ; H.S., I, 3). The D..Y.B. 
says Albrightuu in Staffordshire, There are two Albrightons in Shropshire, 
but I can discover none in Staffordshire. Albrighton St. Mary is only a few 
miles from Oxley and Bushbury.

3 H.S., I, 5. Gem lived at 23 Rue St. (or du) Scpulcre when Huskisson 
was with him. Ib., I, 9 ». ; Add. MS. 38734, ff. 5-6. Later, probably in 
1793, he went to live at Meudon. Grace Dalrymple Elliott, Journal of My 
Life during the French Revolution, London, 1859, pp. 172-3.

4 Lady Stafford to Mrs. Huskisson (letter of recollections), 24 Sept. 1830. 
Add. MS. 38758, ff. 244-7.
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to France in 1762. 1 He had settled in Paris where he 
practised among the English residents and visitors. Gem 
had his oddities, 2 but he was a notable man with notable 
friends. In his uncle's drawing-room William Huskisson 
must, as he grew up, have met some of the leading wits 
and thinkers of his time, 3 and it is on record that before 
he was of age he had already a wide acquaintanceship 
in Paris. 4 Of the details of his education, as it was 
supervised by Dr. (iem, we know little save that in some 
respects it may have been rigid and that it differed from 
British orthodoxy in giving him a ready command of 
French and an early mastery of political economy. 5

Huskisson had just passed his nineteenth year when the 
States-General met at Versailles on 5 May, 1789, and the 
prelude to the French Revolution began. Like most 
Englishmen, Whig and Tory, he at iirst saw in the 
Revolution only an occasion for rejoicing. He witnessed

1 Bedford left England 6 Sept. 1762, which fixes approximately the date of 
(".em's settlement in Paris. Lord Johu'Russell, Corr. of John, Fourth Duke of 
Bedford (1846), III, 198.

2 Mrs. Elliott's statements (loc. cit., pp. 169-71) must be received with 
caution, especially in view of some doubts as to the complete authenticity 
of herso-called Jour nil, but other evidence, such as Lady Stafford's narrative, 
confirms the impression of Dr. Gem as " a character." Cf. George Selwyn 
to Carlisle, 20 [June, 1781], H.M.C., Rep. XV, App. VI, Carlisle MSS., 503-4.

3 Gem lived much in the society of the Baron d'Holbach and the Philoso 
phers ; he was also friendly with Jefferson and Franklin. [Lady Stafford, 
loc. cit. ; H.S., I, 8-9 ».] Gem did not leave Paris at the outbreak of war 
in 1793. He was twice imprisoned, first in Paris at the Luxembourg and the 
Scots College (13 Oct.-? 3 Nov. 1793), and secondly (in ?I794) in the old 
convent of the Recollets, at Versailles, so closely associated with the life of 
Bossuet. [J. G. Alger, Englishmen in the French Revolution, 29-30 and 
Glimpses of the French Revolution, 290-91, 338, 351 ; Elliott, op. cit., 169-73 ; 
and on the Rocollets, where Gem and Mrs. Elliott were imprisoned together, 
J. A. Le Roi, Histoire de Versailles, I, 116-17, 138-'), 145 ; II, 195-9.] Gem 
died in 1800, at the age of 83, and left his property to Huskisson.

An account exists of the expenses in settling Gem's estate. Add. MS. 
38759, ff. 79-80.

4 Lady Stafford's recollections, loc.. cit.
5 At a later date Huskisson rather minimised his French education. "Let 

me say . . . that in England I received the rudiments of my education . .   
and that I never left my native shores until that education was nearly com 
pleted." Speech at Liverpool 14 Feb. 1823, reprinted U.S., Ill, 649.
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the fall of the Bastille. 1 With Windham he visited the 
Jacobin Club, though he never joined it. 2 As late as 
February, 1791, he " was exceedingly shocked " at the 
" strange romantic doctrines " of Burke's Reflections. 3 
But the first ardours cooled. The Club of 1789, which he 
joined, was moderate and monarchic, and his one contribu 
tion to its proceedings was a well-founded warning against 
the dangers of paper money. This address had some 
celebrity at the time and may have had considerable 
influence on Huskisson's career, but it availed nothing to 
check the errors of French revolutionary finance. There 
is no certain evidence of his connection even with 
the (Tub of 1789 at any date after his paper was 
printed on 4 September, 1790. 4 In after life Huskisson 
apologised perhaps more than was needful, for " having 
thought too sanguinely of mankind at the age of nine 
teen. . . ." 5

In 1790, at the age of twenty, Huskisson became

1 H.S., i, 9.
 Speech at Liverpool, 14 Feb. 1823, reprinted in U.S., Ill, 660-1 ; James 

Carey (?Carew) to Mrs. Huskisson, 30 Nov. 1830, Add. MS. 39948, f. 128 ; 
Huber to Huskisson, 4 July, 1830. Ib., 38758, ff. 188-9. It was the fashion 
for English visitors, irrespective of party, to go out of curiosity to the Jacobins. 
This " sight-seeing " was devoid of political significance in most cases. The 
names of a fair number of visitors, though not of all of them, are recorded in 
the proceedings of the Society. F. A.Aulard,La Societe des Jacobins, passim. 
Huskisson's Sussex acquaintance of later days, Thomas Pelham, afterwards 
Lord Chichcstcr, went at least twice, and records the names of several visitors 
in his letters homo. Add. MS. 33129, ff. 6-7, 29. Pelham was much at 
Lady Sutherland's (Lady Stafford's) and rrny have met Huskisson, though I 
have not found his name mentioned in Pclham's letters.

» Huskisson to Hayley, 18 Feb. 1791. Add. MS. 38734, f. 8.
* Discours prononce par M. Huskisson, anglais et membre de la Societe 

de 1789 . . . le 29 aout, 1790, sur les assignats. Mcmoircs de la Societe, 
No. 14, dated 4 Sept. 1790. There was a separate print of the paper (7 pp.) 
Maurice Tourneux, Bibliographic de I'Histoire de Paris pendant la Revolution 
francaise, II, 460-2. Nos. 9974 and 9986. Reprinted in H.S., III, 643-6, 
together with the prospectus of the Society's Journal, 111,641-2. Speech of 
14 Feb. 1823, ib., 661. Stafford to Huskisson, 26 Feb. 1826, ib., 1,17 n. Lady 
Stafford, loc. cit. Cf. the rather highly coloured account of the Club, as 
holding the balance between Right and Left, in Mornington to Grenville, 27 
Sept. 1790. Fortcscue A/SS., I, 609.

"H.S., III, 661.
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private secretary to the British Ambassador, 1 Earl 
Gower. 2 In 1792, when we withdrew our Ambassador 
from Paris, he returned with the Gowers to England. 
Through them he became acquainted with Pitt and 
Dundas, who were looking for a young man qualified to 
superintend the working of the Aliens Act, 3 necessitated 
by the large influx of foreigners, chiefly French refugees 
of various views and parties. Huskisson accepted the 
task which was carried out jointly with Dundas's Under 
secretary, Mr. Evan Nepean, under the direction of 
Dundas himself. 4 Uncouth reprobate though Dundas 
may have been, he was at this period clear-headed in 
business and quick to recognise a like quality in others. 
He took Huskisson by the hand and gradually increased

1 Probably, I think, in September or October. According to Loch, Gowcr's 
secretary was unwell: according to Lady Stafford, there had been no time to 
choose one in England. Lady Stafford says that Huskisson was recommended 
by Dr. Warner, the Chaplain : Loch that he was proposed directly by Gem. 
Probably both are correct. For Gower knew Gem, while George Selwyn had 
suggested the choice of Warner as Chaplain, and Selwyn, Gem and Warner 
were old friends. After his appointment Huskisson lived at the embassy, 
first at the Hotel de 1'Uiiiversite, atterwards at the Hotel de Monaco, iu the 
Faubourg St. Germain, where he had rooms on one side of the porte cocherc. 
It was this position which enabled him to rescue M. de Champcenetz, Governor 
of the Tuileries.on the night of the loth August. Lady Stafford's recollections, 
loc. cit. ; J. Loch, Mem. of George Granville . . . Duke of Sutherland, London, 
'835, p. 9J H.S., I, 16, 22, 21-4; Elliott, op. cit., pp. 75-6, 80, in. On 
Warner: Gent. Mag., 1800, pt. i, pp. i, 92; 1792, pp. 3-8; 1797, pt. i, 
pp. 232, 273-4; !  H. Jesse, George Selwyn and His Contemporaries, III, 
306, 308-18; Nichols, Anecdotes, II, 416, 644; many letters of Selwyn to 
Carlisle or Lady Carlisle, April 1779-Sept. 1790, H.M.C., Rep. XV, App. VI, 
Carlisle AISS., pp. 424-691 ; Huskisson to Hayley, Add. MS. 38734, ft. 7, 
18, 22, 50-1, 89-90; 38735, ff. 116-7; and possibly a draft letter from 
Huskisson to Warner himself, Add MS. 38734, ff. 1-2.

1 G. G. Leveson-Gower, E. Gower: cr. Baron Gower of Sittenham, 1798; 
s. as 2nd Marq. of Stafford, 1803 ; cr. D. of Sutherland, 1833. His wife, 
Countess of Sutherland in her own right, was usually called Lady Sutherland 
until 1803. Gower presented his credentials to Louis XVI, 20 June, 1790: 
in a despatch of 17 Aug. 1792, he was ordered to quit Paris. Despatches of 
Earl Gower . . . ed. Oscar Browning, 1885, pp. 5, 209.

3 33 Geo. Ill, c. 4. The difficulties which the Act was to meet are illustrated 
in the Home Office Papers. H.O., i/i.

* Lady Stafford, he. cit. ; Loch, op. cit., p. 9 ; draft apparently drawn up 
by Huskisson for publication, July 1802. Add. MS. 38758, ff. 275-7 ; Hus 
kisson to Hayley, 18 Jan. 1793, Add. MS. 38734, ff. 33-4; H.S., I, 27-8.
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his responsibilities. 1 When Nepean left in the spring of 
1795 to be Secretary to the Admiralty, Dundas gave to 
Huskisson the office that Nepean had vacated.

On the day after he became twenty-five Huskisson was 
able, therefore, to announce to his friend Hayley his 
forthcoming promotion to be Under-Secretary of State 
for War and the Colonies. 2 Like most active men who 
held office during the war with France he suffered from 
the strain of overwork, and he felt the evil effects of it 
upon his health. " It might," he told Hayley, " have 
been more conducive to my Happiness to have shunned 
the Bustle of a public Life " ; 3 but once launched upon 
an official career he easily persuaded himself, as others 
have done, that it became him to continue. He re 
nounced the narrow existence of a Staffordshire Squireling, 
sold Oxley, 4 and trusted himself to political fortune.

1 Details of Huskisson's career inside the office are obscure. But he began, 
apparently towards the end of 1793, to share some of Nepean's responsibilities. 
Iiijuly 1794 the Home Office was separated from that of War and the Colonies 
and placed under a new Secretary of State, the Duke of Portland, Dundas 
retaining War and the Colonies. It would appear that Huskisson then began 
to act rather as Nepean's colleague than as his assistant. The arrangement 
was semi-official and Huskisson's title and status were not clearly defined, 
but he did Nepeau's work when Nepean was absent through illness, and 
probably the arrangement was clear enough to those working in the office. 
Huskisson to Hayley, 12 Sept. 1793, Add. MS. 38734, ff. 77-8; to Nepean, 
15 Dec. 1794, ib., ff. 116-19 I to Hayley, 15 Sept. 1794, ib., ff. 93-4. In July 
1794 the superintendence of aliens passed to the Home Office and William 
Wickham was appointed to do the work in Huskisson's place. The Con 
fidential Letters of the Kt. Hon. William Wickham from the year 1794, ed. . . . 
William Wickham, M.A., 2 vols., London, 1870, I, 5. But Huskisson seems 
to have continued to take responsibility for payments to emigres until 
16 May, 1801. Add. MS. 38769, ff. 1-468 ; see also Fortcscuc MSS., Ill, 
362-8.

« Huskisson to Hayley, iz March, 1795, Add. MS. 18734, ff. 126-7; H.S.,
I, 37-

3 Loc. cit.
4 The entail seems to have been broken soon after his return to England. 

Oxley was sold in 1793 to James Hordern, banker, of Wolverhampton. 
Stebbing Shaw, op. cit., II, pt. I, p. 186; linleswick,o/>. cit., p. 349; U.S., I, 
28-9 ; Gent. .!/<!»., 1830, pt. 2, pp. 366-7. It may possibly be inferred from Lady 
Sutherland to Huskisson, 18 Nov. 1793, that the sale had then been recently 
concluded. Add. MS. 38734, ff. 87-8. The value of the estate is indicated 
in Huskisson's letter to Nepean, 15 Dec. 1/94, Add. M.S. 38734, pp. 136-119.
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He remained in office as Undcr-Secretary of State until 
1801, when he resigned with Pitt. 1   

Huskisson owed much to Pitt and Dundas, and his 
political loyalty never wavered. But his marriage in 
1799 to Emily Milbanke 2 formed a domestic tie with one 
of the great Whig houses. Miss Milbanke was the 
daughter of Admiral Mark Milbanke whose niece was the 
lively and strong-minded Lady Melbourne. 3 With Lady

' The Sale of ray Property in Staffordshire produced me last year £13,500, an 
unfortunate Event which has since taken place [presumably the death of his 
brother Richard] has increased this to upwards of £16,000, and at the death 
of an old relation, aged 87 ... I shall be entitled to an addition of 8 or 
10,000 more." Add. MS. 38734, ff. 116-19. Some obscurities in regard to 
the Oxley estate remain to be cleared up, but there seems to be no support 
for the statement in D.N.B. that the sale of it was due to Huskisson's poor 
circumstances.

1 Pitt resigned 14 March. Hobart succeeded Dundas. At his request 
Huskisson continued his duties until 11 May, 1801, and was succeeded on 12 
May by John Sullivan. Huskisson to Hobart, n May, Sullivan to Huskisson 
12 May. Add. MS. 38736, ff. 298, 300. H.S., I, 41-2. On 14 March a 
contingent pension of £1,200 p.a. was granted to Huskisson. By the revised 
terms of 17 May it was to be suspended whenever he held any place or places 
the value of which, separately or together, was £2,000 p.a. or more. The 
revised warrant is in Add. MS. 39948, ff. 11-12.

2 At Marylebone Church on 6 April, 1799, Gent. Mag., 1799, pt. I, p. 346. 
There are three versions of Miss Milbanke's name, but Huskisson calls her 
Emily, she signs herself Emily, and there is no support for any other version 
in the Huskisson Papers. She was the y. d. of Admiral Mark Milbanke by 
Mary Webber. Admiral Milbanke il. in his eighty-second year, on Sunday, 
9 June, 1805, " at his house in Upper Wimpole Street, by accidentally falling 
over the bannisters of the staircase into the hall." [Morning Chronicle, 
ii June, 1805: Gent. Mag., LXXV, 589; Ann. Reg., 1805, p. 484.] Mrs. 
Milbanke d. 12 Dec. 1812. [Morning Chronicle, 14 Dec. 1812 : dent. Mag., 
I,XXXII, ii., 596.] Huskisson's first extant reference to Miss Milbanke is 
dated 15 July, 1798, but there may have been an earlier understanding. Add. 
MS. 38735, ff. 90-3 ; 38734, ff. 161-2. Admiral Milbanke's brother John (Archi 
tect and Contractor of H.M. Works) replied to inquiries about Huskisson's 
position, 6 Jan. 1799,  '&  39949> ff- I-2. Huskisson was congratulated by 
Carlisle on his engagement, 7 Jan. 1799, ib. 38735, f. 196. Mrs. Huskisson's 
marriage settlement is dated 29 March, 1799. Ultimately her portion cannot 
have been less than £30,200 as her trustees held for her a mortgage of that 
amount. Ib., 38762, ff. 195-204.

3 Elizabeth, e. da. of Sir Ralph Milbanke, St., of Halnaby, Yorks, by 
Elizabeth, da. of Robert, 2nd E. of Holdernesse, b. 1752, m. Sir Peniston 
Lamb, Bt., cr. 1770, Baron Melbourne of Kilmore, in the peerage of Ireland. 
On Lady Melbourne see In Whig Society ... by Mabell, Countess of Airlie, 
and Torrens, Mem. of . . . Viscount Melbourne, passim.
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Melbourne's son, William Lamb, the future prime min 
ister, Huskisson formed a lasting friendship. He became 
an intimate of the Melbourne circle 1 and it was to him 
that, in later years, the old Lord told his woes when his 
famous daughter-in-law, William Lamb's gifted, way 
ward and tempestuous wife, Lady Caroline, had been 
stormy beyond measure. 2 Huskisson already stood 
well with two great family connections, the Cowers and 
the Carlisles. But he was a " new man," without great 
wealth or direct family influence, and in days when " all 
the first families had all the best offices " it was still a 
gain, though it brought him no immediate political 
advantage, to be made free of another great political and 
social meeting-place like Melbourne House. Of his 
marriage little need, or indeed can be said, save that it 
was one of those supremely happy ones that have no 
history.

For the present purpose, Huskisson's career between 
1801 and 1823 may be summarised quite briefly. He 
took office with Pitt in 1804 and resigned at Pitt's death 
in 1806. In April, 1807, he joined with other Pittites in 
the ministry of the Duke of Portland. But Huskisson 
was one of those who are condemned by temperament 
to seek and serve a leader. Already another influence 
had begun to take the place of Pitt's and it became 
dominant over the rest of his career.

After Pitt's death Huskisson's immediate allegiance 
was given to George Canning. 3 With rare devotion he 
set Canning's interests above his own until death broke

1 That this intimacy developed early is plain from a letter of F. Lamb to 
Lady Melbourne, undated, but belonging probably to the end of 1/99. 
Lloyd Sanders, Melbourne Papers, p. 7.

2 On Lady Caroline see Airlie, op. cit., Ch. V; Elizabeth Lee, Wives of the 
Prime Ministers, pp. 1-43; and innumerable references in Lord Gran- 
ville Lcveson Gower (First Earl Granville}. Private Correspondence, 1781 
to 1821, ed. Castalia Countess Granville. There is not space for full 
references.

3 Leeves implies that the friendship began in 1793. U.S., I, 30.
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their alliance. Much was demanded of him, and much 
t- was given, for Canning was an exacting master, though 

a generous friend. The letters which passed between 
\ the two men, so different and yet so closely linked to- 
! gether, leave the impression that when a just balance is 

struck at the last Canning may be found the debtor. 
But in truth each was contrast and complement to the 
other Canning all fire and sparkle, with the swift in 
tuitions of a master in diplomacy Huskisson, devoid of 
the graces, but with the workings of his country's govern 
ment all ordered in his mind. If Huskisson's was the 
sober persistence in business, Canning's was the imagin 
ative vision that sometimes turned Huskisson's labours 
to account. What Canning could not do quickly he 
often did ill. Huskisson scorned no pains to build judg 
ment on knowledge. His wholesome respect for the 
rules of logic and arithmetic, always unfashionable, gave 
him that understanding of commerce and finance through 
which Canning's most conspicuous lack was supplied 
and his own main achievements accomplished. Canning's 
quickness of fence and wizardry of speech made him a 
gallant of debate. He loved the dust of parliamentary 
battle, which Huskisson shunned, though ready at the 
need. Huskisson's was the way, not of glittering phrase 
and momentary triumph, but of logical argument and 
of facts skilfully marshalled, and his aim not facile per 
suasion but lasting conviction. Canning had the restless, 
intriguing mind, self-torturing yet a torment to his 
fellows, which is the bane of the imaginative politician. 
Huskisson had that profound loyalty which moves a few 
rare spirits, well knowing the cost, to make sacrifices for 
their friends, and to merge their own accomplishments 
in the triumphs of another.

Huskisson's loyalty to Canning was, then, the guiding 
motive of his later career, as it was also the tie which 
bound him to Liverpool. With Canning, and in loyalty
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to him, he went out of office in 1809 ; 1 with Canning he 
remained for nearly five years in the political wilderness, 
sacrificing to younger men his lead in the race for pro 
motion ; and in 1814, when Canning made uneasy peace 
with the Tories, he at last returned to office. When 
Canning resigned in 1820, - on a point of honour with 
regard to the proceedings against Queen Caroline, it was 
Huskisson who remained in office at Canning's request, 
to keep watch over Canning's interests. And when in 
1822 the death of Castlereagh at last gave to Canning 
the Lead of the House of Commons and a dominance in 
the ministry of Lord Liverpool, it was Huskisson who, 
for Canning's sake, not only pocketed disappointment 
when his well-earned promotion gave him no seat in the 
Cabinet, but agreed to assume Canning's burdens as 
member for Liverpool. 3

These special burdens were largely of Canning's making, 
but from them he had drawn honour, strength and 
prestige without exact equivalent elsewhere in England. 
For Liverpool stood in a remarkable position. As an 
ancient borough it returned two members to Parliament, 
while Leeds and Sheffield, Manchester and Birmingham, 
the great towns of manufacturing England, returned not

1 " At the time we were all separated and set louse by the death of Mr. 
Pitt, the political attachment I then formed was certainly with Canning ; 
and with my views on this subject and my personal feelings towards him, I 
must beg leave to retire from my present situation." Huskisson to Perceval, 
15 Sept. 1809. Spencer Walpole, The Lifeof . . . Spencer Perceval, II, 17 it.

3 Copies of Canning's letter to his colleagues, u Dec., in Add. MS. 38193, 
ft 137-8 and 38742, ff. 149-150 ; to the King, 12 Dec., in the same, ff. 139-142 
and ff. 151-4 respectively.

3 Correspondence about ministerial changes is very full and complicated. 
The following letters indicate Huskisson's views: Huskisson to Canning, 
25 Oct. Add. MS. 38743, ff. 259-60 ; Arbuthnot to Liverpool, 16 Dec., ib. 
38291, ff. 209 10 ; Huskisson to Arbuthnot, 26 Dec., ib. 38743, ff. 285-6 ; 
Huskisson to Ellis, 29 Dec., ib., ff. 294-8 ; Arbuthnot to Liverpool, 31 Dec., 
all 1822 ; Liverpool to the King, 2 Jan., ib. 38291, ff. 291-2 ; The King to Liver 
pool, same day, ib. 38575, ff. 84-5 ; Canning to Huskisson, 3 Jan., ib. 38744. 
ff. 2-4, copy, ib. 38291, ff. 299-302 ; Huskisson to Canning, 5 Jan., ib. 38744, 
ff. 5-8 (draft) and 38291, ff. 313-8 (copy) ; Liverpool to the King, 6 Jan., ib- 
38575, ff. 84-5 ; Canning to Huskisson, 6 Jan., ib. 38744, ff. 9-10, and 
Huskisson to Canning, same day, ff. 11-12 ; all 1823.
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one. Yet Liverpool was the gateway of the industrial North, 
and the ventures of its merchants throve wherever men 
went down to the sea in ships. It could represent, as 
no other borough, the active commercial and manufac 
turing communities, then but half understood in the 
south and south-east of England. Moreover, a Liverpool 
election, though by no means free from corruption, was 
comparatively open. The electors were, for that time, 
numerous. 1 No patron dictated the choice of the free 
men. And above all, a public opinion could be formed, 
though it would, of course, be rash to assume that none 
of it was aroused in the alehouse, or that the throat of 
the persuaded was less active than the tongue of the 
persuader. Subject, therefore, to some limitations of 
taste and touch, with wise and skilled organisation, a 
Liverpool election could be made to appear, as few other 
elections then could, as a genuine expression of public 
opinion. If this seems to be labouring the obvious, one 
must recollect that no standard historian of the period 
has yet realised what in Liverpool is well understood and 
is a commonplace to members of this Society. The 
national significance of some Liverpool elections has 
therefore been missed, and though it was better appre 
ciated at the time, even the contemporaries of Canning 
and Huskisson were a good deal astonished, if not puzzled, 
by the strength which these statesmen derived from their 
representation of Liverpool and by the solid phalanx of 
commercial interests which it ranged behind them.

But in the year 1812, if not earlier, it did occur both to 
some advanced Whigs and to some progressive Tories to 
exploit the advantages of the situation at Liverpool. 
The election of that year became not a local incident but 
a national event. Indeed its full ramifications into 
national politics have never been adequately explored,

'Number voting: 1807, 2,014; 1812, 2,726; 1816, 2,018; 1818, 2,876; 
1820, 2,167. H. S. Smith, The Parliaments of England, I, 182-3.
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though it is hoped that some day a fuller exposition of 
them may be offered to this Society. A summary is 
sufficient for the present purpose. Henry Brougham and 
Thomas Creevey were the Whig champions. 1 To have 
opposed them only with humdrum candidates would 
have been to court disaster, since the distrust of official 
Toryism by the commercial men of Liverpool was little 
less marked than their dislike for the landed Whigs. 
Mr. John Gladstone and the progressive Tories persuaded 
Canning that their necessity was his opportunity. It 
was. Canning and his friends, sore and restless since 
their exclusion from office in 1809, angry at the recent 
failure of their negotiations with Lord Liverpool for 
inclusion in his ministry, and justly afraid of proscription 
in the forthcoming general election of 1812, were organ 
ising a dissident sect within the Tory ranks. The 
invitation to contest Liverpool offered to Canning just 
the platform that he needed. The campaign was shrewdly 
managed. Canning's expenses were paid by subscription, 
and it is a fair surmise that his supporters fought the 
more zealously from a thrifty dislike of seeing their money 
lost in an unsuccessful speculation. Canning and his 
more orthodox Tory colleague, General Isaac Gascoyne, 
carried the election against Brougham and Creevey. 2 
And the victory restored to Canning some of the splendour

1 The Life and Times of Henry Lord Brougham Written By Himself, II, 
51-65 ; A. Aspinull, Lord Brougham and the Whig Party, 28-9 ; The Creevey 
Papers, ed. Maxwell, 1905, pp. 155-6, 167-74. Roscoe is blamed for the 
tactical error of running two Whig candidates. This almost certainly saved 
the seat of General Isaac Gascoyne from the attack of Brougham.

2 Canning was first sounded in 1809 or 1810 by a Mr. Turner. Canning to 
Turner, 2 April, 1810 [?i8oy]. The Speeches of George Canning by K. Therry, 
I. 94~5- Hut it is impossible to study the evidence without being convinced 
that the driving force in the whole transaction was Mr. John Gladstone. It 
must be remembered, however, that Gladstone had until recently been a Whig 
and that he was never a Tory in any but a Canningite sense. Lord Morley 
exaggerates, perhaps, the suddenness of the transition, but it is substantially 
true that " John Gladstone came to Liverpool a whig, and a whig he remained 
until Canning raised the flag of a new party inside the entrenchments of 
Eldoiiian toryism." The Life of William Eteart Gladstone, I, 20. This helps 
to explain some suspicion of Gladstone on the Tory side ; it also explains

I
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of a renown that had of late been dimmed. In after 
years he plainly avowed that the Liverpool election had 
raised him from the Slough of Despond.

Wliat Canning won he held. Contests, of course, 
there were, but he doubtless valued them as an occasion

the true contemporary force of Macaulay's description of his son as " the 
rising hope of those stern and unbending Tories," which has sometimes led a 
later generation astray. The sting of the taunt lay not in its truth but in its 
falsehood, for Canningites did not like to be confounded with unbending 
Tories of the Eldonian school.

There are gaps in the evidence as to the negotiations before the election 
and Canning seems to have been in more than one mind about it. The earlier 
negotiations are outlined in Canning to Granville Leveson Gower, 18 Aug. 
1812. Castalia Countess Granville, op. cit., II, 444-7. There seems to have 
been some slight hitch. " Liverpool seems to be pretty sure of a Contest; 
and I suppose I shall hear no more of it. Mr. Roscoe . . . declares for two 
popular candidates. I have no disposition to be the unpopular one." 
Canning to Huskisson, 9 Sept. 1812. Add. MS. 38379, ff. 1-2. 
"Canning has had further Overtures from the Liverpoolians, but whether they 
will come to a better result than those of my Uncle Liverpool [about entering 
the Ministry], I cannot judge. They seem anxious to have him, but they 
seem also to be disposed to make him pay too high a price for the honour of 
representing them, or at least to make him run a risk of having such a price 
to pay." C. Ellis to Huskisson, 20 Sept. 1812, ib., f. 16. "I have been 
fighting off Liverpool, to which I have many objections (being sure of an 
unmolested seat elsewhere) and have distinctly stated that I will incur no 
expense whatever." But he refers to meetings in Liverpool, and will decide 
according to news of them. Canning to Huskisson, 28 Sept. 1812, ib., ff. 
36-9. " The Subscription at Liverpool amounted on Wednesday to £6,000. 
£10,000 would do. They are perfectly apprized of my determination not to 
be at any expense whatever." 3 Oct. 1812, ib., 6. 68-9. " By the accounts I 
have received, I think he [Canning] may have Liverpool if he pleases." C. 
Ellis to Huskisson, ib., ff. 72-3.

It is impossible to find space for full references to the evidence on the local 
situation or the general political position which made it important. The 
formal invitation to Canning was agreed upon at a meeting in the Golden 
Lion, Dale Street, on 25 Sept., 4 days before the dissolution of parliament; 
it was accepted by Canning in a letter dated 4 Oct. 1812. Details of the 
election are given in the Poll Book of the 1812 election, and the Courier, 30 
Sept., 7 Oct. 1812, et seq. Canning's speech on 17 Oct. is given in Therry, 
op. cit., VI, 320-7, and all are printed in The Speeches of Canning, delivered in 
Liverpool, ed. Thos. Kaye. Some light is thrown on Gascoyne's position by a 
report of a conversation with (i) Gascoyne, (ii) Spencer Perceval in Plumer 
Ward's Diary, 17 March, 1812. Mem, . . . of Robert I'lumcr Ward, ed. 
E. Phipps, I, 466-8.

The Indenture of Return, 16 Oct. 1812, is between Edward Greaves, Sheriff, 
of the one part, and John Bourne, Mayor, and Edward Pearson and John 
Corrie, Bailiffs, of the other part. The " backers " were H. Blundell Hollins- 
head, John Bridge Aspinall, John Drinkwater, Jr., James Bourne, John 
Gladstone, Thomas Bourne. P.R.O., Writs & Returns, C. 219-187.
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for propaganda. Certainly lie looked to his representa 
tion of Liverpool as to a rock of defence against his 
enemies. No art was disdained to secure such a strong 
hold and to render it impregnable. Every scrap of 
patronage, every resource of political influence that 
Canning could command, was at the service of his con 
stituents. The Liverpool Office, established in London 
by the great trading associations of the port and main 
tained by their subscriptions, was turned to political uses 
by the aid of a paid secretary under Canning's direction. 
The Secretary, Backhouse, was a man of uncommon 
talent for administration, later to be one of Canning's 
most trusted permanent officials at the Foreign Office. 
Under his management the office at 2, Fludyer Street, 
became the resort of all Liverpudlians who were dis 
contented or in distress or in any kind of need par 
ticularly when they wanted jobs for their dependants or 
aid when they were at odds with a department of State. 1

1 There are several letters about Canning's efforts to get places or promotions 
at the request of his constituents in the Canning bundle of the Liverpool 
Office Papers: Melville to Canning, 15 and 16 Aug. 1814; Arbuthuot to 
Canning, 7 Nov. 1814 ; Herries to Arlmthnot, n Nov. ; Arbuthnot to Canning, 
8 Dec. 1814 and 6 Feb. 1815 ; Huskisson to [? Backhouse], n Dec. 1814. 
See also Canning to Croker, 16 May, 1814, about Mr. Gladstone's ship Kings- 
mill. The Croker I'apers, ed. L. J. Jennings, 2nd ed., I, 56-7.

The Liverpool Office is described as supported by the trading associations, 
or sometimes the mercantile associations, of the port, each of which apparently 
made a contribution to the expenses of the office proportioned to its strength. 
My knowledge of it depends a good deal on scattered evidence that can scarcely 
be fully given or expounded without lengthy discussion. One of the most 
curious scraps of evidence is on the back of a list of Gascoyne's supporters 
made, it would seem, by Wainewright for Huskisson's information, in Sept. 
1830. It is headed " Mercantile Associations," and gives their names in 
abbreviated form, together with what seem to be the names of their Chairmen. 
They are : East India, David Gladstone ; West fndia, Charles Shand ; Brazil, 
Thos. T. Dyson ; America, Thos. Leatham ; Ship Owners, Charles Horsfall; 
Mediterranean, John Garnett; Corn Exchange, Ed. Crudgington [?], 7 
associations in all. Add. MS. 38762, ff. 289-91. Wainewright's thanks on 
his appointment, 5 April, 1823, show an earlier list which adds some names 
and omits others. The Cora Exchange and Mediterranean Association are 
not included. The full title of The American Chamber of Commerce is given. 
The Portugal, The South American and Mexican Associations, and the Salt 
Shippers' Association are added, making eight in all.
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And not only was the political business of Liverpool 
organised with unprecedented system, but the services 
of the most skilled debater, the most adroit parlia 
mentary manipulator oi his day were permanently 
retained for its citizens, whether freemen or unenfran 
chised, whether Whig or Tory.

In Liverpool Mr. Gladstone drilled the caucus with an 
efficiency never excelled, and " The Canning Club," 
" The Backbone Club," and " The Canning Cycle " could 
be mobilised at command. Great sums were raised to 
meet the expenses of the elections. Even before Canning 
had received a formal invitation to undertake his first 
contest £6,000 had been readily subscribed for this pur 
pose, and though it would perhaps be too much to say 
that the representation of Liverpool cost Canning nothing, 
he was apparently never asked or expected to pay a single 
farthing towards the expenses, whether legal or other 
wise, which it was then customary to incur in an election. 1 
Yet this position was not maintained without great 
labour on Canning's part, and when, in 1822, he took the 
Lead of the House of Commons, the business of a Member 
for Liverpool, in the new and ample interpretation which 
he had given to it, was beyond his compass. 2 He made 
Huskisson his legatee and himself retired to the quiet 
haven of a rotten borough.

In the very year when Canning founded his great 
partnership with Liverpool Huskisson appeared to have 
brought his own electoral wanderings, which had been

1 The Canning Club and the Backbone Club were organised at the time of 
the election of 1812. I am not equally certain of the origin of the Canning 
Cycle. Courier, 14 Sept. 1814, and inter alia 27 Dec. 1813, 16 Xov. 1814. 
The subscription " to defray the legal and necessary expenses of his election " 
was decided on at a meeting in the Golden Lion, Dale Street, 25 Sept. 1812. 
Courier, 30 Sept. 1812,

2 Canning's letter explaining the need for resigning a connection, " the 
pride of my public life," is printed in Mercury, 31 Jan., and in Billinge's 
Liverpool Advertiser, 28 Jan. 1823 : see also Mercury, 24 Jan. A copy of the 
address is in Add. MS. 38744, ff. 79-80. See also H. lilundell Holliushead to 
Canning, 23 Jan., ib., fi. 60-61.

C
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picturesque and varied enough to form an amusing story 
in themselves, to a happy issue. In Chichester he had 
the fortune to discover, as Canning did in Liverpool, one 
of the few constituencies which, given the right man and 
the right conditions, could be made to show a pleasing 
contrast to the electoral vices which prevailed elsewhere. 
Huskisson possessed an estate at Eartham, 5 or 6 miles 
away, once belonging to his friend Hayley, the poet, and 
familiar enough to readers of Cowper. 1 There he loved 
to play the Squire and to show diligence at Quarter 
Sessions and in county business. In 1812 he was invited 
to stand ' in the Independent interest,' and being well 
known and liked in the Cathedral City he was duly 
elected. His constituents never put him to the trouble 
of a contest. He treated them with consideration and 
they rewarded him with a position respectable above the 
common run. They took pride in his successes, and they 
parted from him with regret. 2

It was a wrench, therefore, to surrender Chichester 
even for Liverpool. But Huskisson was no stranger to 
Liverpool, nor its citizens to him. He had first come 
down to make their acquaintance in 1814, 3 when Canning 
had gone Ambassador to Lisbon, and Huskisson had, on 
his behalf, assumed temporary guardianship of Liverpool 
interests in the House of Commons. 4 There was much

1 William Hayley, The Lijc and Posthumous Writings of William Coirpcr, 
1803, II, 65-89.

2 There is much evidence on the Chirhester connection : the references to 
7/.S., I, are pp. 63, 67, 75, 77, 89-97. See also below, p. 23 and notes i and 
2, and Add. MS. 39948, ff. 80-3.

3 Canning and Huskisson were Gladstone's guests at Seaforth Hall, which 
they left on n Sept. Courier, 14 Sept. 1814. H.S., I, 69. They seem 
previously to have paid a visit to Boltou at Storrs, and it must, I think, be to 
this that Richard Sharpe refers in an account of a September tour in the Lake 
District. After praising Hawcswater he continues, " I spent a day with 
Canning at Bolton's. He was accompanied by Huskisson and Hober." 
Sharpe to Samuel Rogers, 3 Oct. 1814. P. W. Clayden, Kogtrs and His 
Contemporaries, I, 167.

4 Huskisson had already corresponded with Mr. John Gladstone on the 
Com Bill in May, 1814. Add. MS. 38739, ff. 180-3 : see also 38760, ff. 81-2.
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to be done. Profitable offices and other fragments of 
patronage which became available in Canning's absence 
must not be lost. A list of Canning's promises, in order 
of precedence, was lodged in the Liverpool Office in 
London, and Canning struck a bargain with his colleague, 
General Gascoyne, whereby it was agreed that Canning 
should sign in advance letters of recommendation to the 
Treasury, to which Gascoyne should add his signature as 
vacancies occurred. 1 This admirable foresight did not 
avail to stay all heart-burnings. But Canning, in whose 
knowledge of human nature there were singular gaps, 
seems to have converted himself to the hopeful notion 
that a man greedy for plums would be satisfied by a look 
at the famous list of precedence, and that his greed would 
be forthwith satisfied. 2

Huskisson's lieutenancy extended to the disentangle 
ment of Canning's own complex finances. This was no 
sinecure. For Canning followed a wonderful system of 
arithmetic inspired by optimistic intuitions, and cast the 
blame for recurrent overdrafts upon persons obstinately 
faithful to Cocker. 3 But Liverpool affairs also were some 
times troublesome. If Mr. Gladstone got into a political 
scrape, 4 as even that prince of organisers sometimes did,

'Canning to Huskisson, 23 Oct. 1814. Add. MS. 38739, ff. 261-2.
3 Canning to Huskisson, 19 Nov. 1814, ib., 8. 271-4. Benson was the name 

of the discontented one. The Rector also seems to have had great expec 
tations. " I will write to the worthy, but foolish, Rector. Nothing is to be 
done. Lord Sidmouth is his friend, and has failed with the Ordnance [in an 
application, perhaps, for a nomination]. What can any one else be expected 
to do ? " Same to Same, ib., ff. 267-8.

'There are several letters from Canning to Huskisson on this subject, 
mostly a little peevish. 31 Dec. 1814. Add. MS. 38739, ff. 331-4 ; 10 Jan. 
1816, ib. 38740, ff. 263-4 and enclosures, 265-71 ; 3 Feb. 1816, ib. 38741, 
ff. 1-3; 17 Feb. 1816, ff. 37-8; 23 Feb. 1816, ib. 39-40; 23 March 1816, 
ib., ff. 58-9. Canning to Liverpool, 29 Dec. 1814, ib. 38193, ff. 53-60.

4 Canning calls it a " scrape." Gladstone had divulged information re 
ceived in a letter from Lord Liverpool. The extant papers on the subject 
are not complete. But I infer that Liverpool's letter was intended to give a 
lead as to the Ministry's views on the Property Tax. It is fairly clear that 
Gladstone was intended to make the substance of it known to influential men 
in Liverpool: he was blamed, it would seem, for divulging the text of the
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or if General Gascoyne fancied himself slighted, 1 as he 
was apt to do, it was Huskisson who had to devise the 
means of soothing ruffled feelings. He had to attempt 
the rescue of Messrs. Ince and Drinkwater's tea, 2 or 
Messrs. Carson, Dennison and Parry's coffee 3 from the 
clutches of the Revenue, and to help Liverpool importers 
by getting additional time for taking tobacco out of 
bond ; 4 to press the grievances of exporters of cotton

letter. As the dispute tuuehes points of considerable local interest the private 
comments of Huskisson and Canning are worth citing. "The Letter which 
I now send yon from Mr. Bolton of Liverpool, together with its Inclosnre, 
were obviously written for the purpose of being communicated. In sending 
them to you therefore I am only following up the wish of the Writers. [I 
have not yet traced these letters. G.S.V.]

" Mr. Bolton,and several of the leading Friends of Government at Liverpool, 
are certainly rather jealous of Mr. Gladstone ; and the feeling is, I believe, 
general in the Corporation. Some management is necessary to make them 
draw together even in matters in which they have a common feeling.

" On any future occasion of a communication from authority it will cer 
tainly be desirable to address the Mayor. I am sure that Mr. Gladstone is 
too desirous to preserve a good Understanding among the Friends of Govern 
ment, not to be the first to concur in wishing that this had been the course 
adopted in this late instance. At the same time I must observe that when 
the object is merely to give a hint of the wishes and views of Government on 
any particular measure, as on the question of the Property Tax; it will 
always be best to convey such hints as much as possible without the 
appearance of their being transmitted under the direct sanction of official 
Authority.

" Possibly Mr. Bolton and his Friends, who are numerous and very cordial, 
are under some misapprehension on the present occasion. Should this be 
the case, a short explanation from you might enable me to set them right." 
Huskisson to Vansittart, 12 Jan. 1815. Add. MS. 38191, ff. 97-8. This 
letter seems to belong to a docket of papers, of which the rest have not been 
found.

Canning, writing from Lisbon, says very sensibly, " Gladstone's scrape was 
an awkward and disagreeable one: but I really do not see how he was to 
blame. It was very difficult for him to decide what to do with Liverpool's 
letter." He would have been blamed whether he had concealed or revealed 
it. "So I have said to Gascoyne . . ." To Huskisson, 28 Feb. 1815. Add. 
MS. 38740, ff. 79-82.

1 In the letter quoted in note 3 Canning says that he wishes Lord Liverpool 
would do just a little to conciliate Gascoyne, who fancies himself slighted, 
and imagines that there is a scheme " for overthrowing him at Liverpool." 
This has the authentic Canning twist, for if there was such a scheme, as I 
suspect there had been and still was, Canning was himself a party to it.

- Lushington to Huskisson, L.O.P. (H.), 19 Nov. 1814. Successful. 
3 Arbuthuot to Huskisson, 16., 20 Dec. 1814. Unsuccessful.
* Lushington to Huskisson, ib., 25 Nov. 1814. Successful.
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goods, 1 or argue with the Treasury about ' the Quarantine 
Establishment at Bromboro' Pool ' ; '- to plead appar 
ently with success the claims of the Liverpool Customs 
officers to a rise in salary, 3 and to argue the more obscure 
claims of a gentleman who had lost 56 puncheons of rum 
 " a case of great hardship . . ." says Huskisson, 
" strictly analogous to that of a Loss by Fire." This 
seems to have been a claim for refund of duty on the lost 
rum. 4 It provokes curiosity. But both details and 
result seem in this case to be lost as completely as the 
rum. Another question about which one would be glad 
to know more relates to Mr. Tobin's 5 ship and an appli 
cation on Tobin's behalf to the Treasury for some relief. 
This case, also, Huskisson thought to be " one of great 
hardship, especially as far as He is concerned as Owner 
of the condemned Ship." 6 The affair is otherwise dark, 
and not free from suspicion of unsuccessful smuggling.

1 Same to same, ib., 19 Nov. 1814. The endorsement shows that this 
refers to exports to Spain.

2 W. Reynolds to Huskisson, ib., 28 Nov. 1814.
3 Huskisson to [? Backhouse], ib., n Dec. 1814. Canning had, however, 

set this business in train and Huskisson is careful that he should have credit 
for its success.

* Huskisson to [? Backhouse], 9 Dec. 1814. L.O.P. (H.).
 '' John Tobin, Merchant, 4, High Street (Gnre, 1813). The firm concerned 

was Hughes and Tobin, merchants, i, Exchange Buildings. John Tobin 
was Sir John Tobin, Knt., Huskisson's friend of later years and host at Oak 
Hill on the eve of the opening of the railway.

6 Huskisson to [? Backhouse], L.O.P. (H.), 27 and 29 Dec. 1814. Whilst 
this paper has been passing through the press the Editor has traced further 
references to the transaction in the Letter Books of the Liverpool Custom 
House. (See Traits. Hist. Soc. Lanes. Sr Ches., 79. 4, ».i.) It appears from 
the additional evidence that the ship was the William Rathbone, suspected 
of illicit shipment in the Thames of arms and munitions of war for Demerara 
after clearance, in July, 1812, from the Customs in London. The ship fell 
into the hands of the enemy, but was afterwards recaptured. The recovery 
of the ship would have been fortunate for Mr. Tobin had it not made plain 
his breach of the law. On its return to Liverpool the William Rathbone 
was seized by the Customs for the offence in London. Though the evidence 
is incomplete, it is hard to see how Huskisson's plea could have succeeded, 
since the shipment of goods without an entry was in contravention of statute. 
On a comparison of the evidence from the Custom House witli the letters 
cited above, it seems plain from the dates, although the papers recording the 
decision are wanting, that the application must have failed.
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There is less reason to measure sympathy towards one 
Cole, a victim of the press gang. Huskisson was ready 
to sign an application to the Admiralty " to procure his 
early discharge." This, he thought, was another hard 
case. 1 Indeed, if hard cases make good law Huskisson 
must, during 1814, have reduced the law to a parlous 
state by his efforts to mitigate it on behalf of Canning's 
constituents. 2

At least he won their gratitude. A correspondent 
wrote to thank him for his " zeal and efficient services 
on behalf of the Mercantile Body." 3

" I cannot mention my Constituents," wrote Canning towards 
the end of 1815, " without repeating the acknowledgments which 
I owe you for all the trouble which you have taken for me in 
their concerns. I am delighted to hear that they are duly 
sensible of it. I know of but one reward for such services and I 
do assure you that nothing will ever give me more pleasure than 
the arrival of the moment when I can obtain their concurrence 
in offering it to you." 4

Whether the reward was to be Gascoyne's seat or his 
own Canning did not make plain. His rounded style 
lent itself to some arts of ambiguity in which he perfected 
his skill by practice. But Canning's opponents had no 
doubts as to the possible reward. " I am told the 
Moscovitcs are ashamed of their member," wrote 
Brougham to Creevey, " and the result will be their 
chusing Husky." 5

When the moment to bestow the reward came at last,
1 " It appears to me to be a Case of great hardship ... in which the 

Port Admiral appears to have been dealing rather more sharply than I should 
have expected for the sake of detaining the Man in the King's Service.

" I suppose the restoration of Peace with America will make it less difficult 
to obtain his liberation." L.0.P. (H), Huskisson to [? Backhouse], 28 Dec. 1814.

1 Apparently he read the Liverpool newspapers in order to keep touch with 
local opinion. He says of one batch that it contains little of interest unless 
" the proceedings of Mr. Brougham's partisans (the Concentric Society) " 
are "likely to create such a feeling." L.O.P. (H.), 18 Dec. 1814 (endorsed 
18 Dec.).

3 Thos. Muloch to Huskisson, 4 Juno i8i> Add. MS. 38740, ff. 160-1.
< To Huskisson, 9 Dec. 1815. Add. MS. 38740, ff. 247-50.
5 24 Nov. 1814. Creevey Papers, 247.
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early in 1823, Liverpool was more eager to give than 
Huskisson to receive. He was as reluctant to desert 
Chichester as Chichester to surrender him. " If, midta 
gemens, I am to be transferred to Liverpool," he wrote, 
" I cannot cast off Chichester as I would an old shoe " : 
ministers must be prepared with a successor of due 
standing. " . . . It would be provoking to lose such a 
seat, from want of a candidate to step into it," he added, 
possibly hoping against hope that Taper and Tadpole 
might, after all, take fright at the hint of danger, and 
fearing to risk a contest, forbid him to move. " A New 
Man," he said, " or a Mere Seat-Lumber would not do." l 
But in the upshot he yielded to importunity rather than 
imperil the seat at Liverpool which Canning had come to 
regard as the corner-stone of his political authority. 
And incidentally Chichester went over to the Whigs. 2 

At Liverpool there was no hesitation. Mr. Gladstone 
was, indeed, accused of hankering after the succession to 
Canning, as well he might, 3 but if the charge be true, 
which is doubtful, disappointment in nowise abated his 
zeal on behalf of Huskisson. And while the Tories were 
eager to choose Huskisson as their champion, the Whigs 
were not united in opposition to him. After conversation 
with a dozen " of those who are usually active in elec 
tioneering contests," a Whig wrote to Huskisson,

" I may give it as their unanimous and I think altogether 
unqualified opinion, that . . . you would at the present juncture

1 Huskisson to Arbuthnot, 22 Jan. 1823, Add. MS. 38744, ff. 66-7. Hus 
kisson did not conceal even from Gladstone that while fully sensible of the 
honour conferred by Liverpool his attachment to Chichester was great, and 
that nothing but consideration for Canning's health would have induced him 
to make the change. 29 Jan. 1823, ib., ff. 90-1. He insists on every effort 
being made to spare the feelings of his friends there. Ib., f. 92.

1 The bye-election resulted in a decisive rebuff to ministers and the Tories 
never regained their old position at Chichester in the Unrcformed House of 
Commons, though they retained the other seat through the family influence 
of the Duke of Richmond. See H. S. Smith, op. cit., I, 79-80.

3 See Mercury, 3 Jan. 1823. There are some other indications, less plain- 
spoken.
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succeed with less opposition than any other candidate. . . . 
In this is meant to be conveyed, and I repeat it with all respect 
to Mr. Canning, that you would meet even less opposition than 
he himself, under existing circumstances, would do." »

This cordiality, at first perhaps surprising, had causes 
both general and personal : general because the shade of 
Toryism represented by Canning and his friends, especi 
ally in foreign affairs, in matters of trade, and in regard 
to Catholic Emancipation, met with wider support in 
Liverpool than Toryism of a more orthodox character 
and commanded the suffrages of many who would not 
have voted for any but a Canningite ; personal because 
of the special confidence of the " commercial Whigs " 
in Huskisson's own understanding of trade, commerce 
and finance. It was generally agreed that there would 
be little opposition to him. " Only one opinion prevails 
amongst us," wrote Mr. Gladstone, reporting to Canning 
the views of his friends ; " all entertain the same desire 
to have Mr. Huskisson." 3

Gladstone hastened to give the same assurance to 
Huskisson, but notwithstanding his confidence of the 
result he made sure, like an old campaigner, that the 
candidate understood his duties.

" Certain attentions," he wrote, " must be paid to the Freemen 
and their Friends. Mr. Canning passed thro' the drudgery of 
several hours canvasing the Clubs during every night of the 
Election in 1812, and more or less of it at those which since 
succeeded it will be necessary for you to make yourself in some

1 David Hodgson to Huskisson, 22 Jan. 1822. Add. MS. 387.14, ff. 62-5.
8 22 Jan. 1823, Add. MS. 38744, ff. 70-2. On the same day Mr. Bolton wrote 

to invite Huskisson to occupy " Mr. Canning's old quarters " at his house 
in Duke Street, during the election, ib., ff. 68-9 ; on the 29th Huskisson 
accepted, ib., f. 92. Backhouse, who seems to have been on the spot from 
about 20 Jan. sent quasi-ambassadorial reports to Canning and Huskisson. 
After conversation with eight of the leading men of Liverpool, who are named, 
he found them agreed on " the absolute necessity of having Mr. Huskisson as 
your Successor if they must lose you." To Canning, 21 Jan. 1823. Add. 
MS. 38744, ff. 75-8; cf. ff. 81-2, 84-5.
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degree acquainted with your Constituents, and in doing so, to 
visit a few of the principal Clubs. . . ." *

On 31 Jan. 1823 the Canningitcs met at the King's 
Arms, in Castle Street, and cordially invited Huskisson 
to be their candidate. 2 At once they opened a sub 
scription " to defray," as they prudently worded it, " the 
legal expenses of the election." 3 One must beware, 
however, of false impressions of austerity. By open 
advertisement 4 the publicans had already been called to 
gether on ' important business,' and when inviting the 
freemen to meet Huskisson at Low Hill, thence to accom 
pany him in procession to the town, Mr. Gladstone added, 
in a phrase of which it was long before he heard the last, 
that he hoped they would afterwards " wet their whistles, 
and drink to the health of their new candidate." 5 "I 
consider," he reported to Huskisson after the meeting, 
that " all is now on velvet." 6

Huskisson accepted the candidature, 7 but in private
1 26 Jan. 1823, Add. MS. 38744, ft. 86-9.
* Mercury, 31 Jan. and 7 Feb. ; Billinge's Advertiser, 4 Feb. Add. MS. 

38744, ff. 99-101. A paragraph in the Mercury of 31 Jan. stated that " the 
Canning Cycle, the Canning Club, and the Backbone Club " had " determined 
to invite Mr. Huskisson to offer himself as a candidate." The Cycle appar 
ently the Canningite General Staff (" which dictates the whole," said Cromp- 
ton's paper. Mercury 21 Feb.) had me tun 21 Jan. Gladstone toCauning, 
22 Jan., Add. MS. 38744, f. 70. There was a private meeting of Canningitcs 
at the King's Arms, 27 Jan., and the Backbone Club was called to a meeting 
at the Club Room, Mrs. Ellis's, Uuke Street Hotel, on the 28th. Uillingc's 
Advertiser, 28 Jan.

3 The meeting place of the Canning Club was the York Hotel, but I have 
missed any notice of the meeting referred to above. Mercury, 7 Feb.

4 The advertisement is, of course, discreetly worded, and it can be connected 
with the election only by inference. But other advertisements relating to 
Canning's retirement and the forthcoming election appear in the same column. 
Mercury, 24 Jan.

5 Identical reports in Billinge's Advertiser, 4 Feb., and Mercury, 7 Feb.
  31 Jan. 1823. Add. MS. 38744, ff. 06-7. John Bolton, who had been in 

the chair, transmitted the formal invitation to Huskisson, i Feb., ib., ff. 98-0. 
It was followed by a requisition to which there were appended upwards of a 
thousand signatures. U.S., I, 98.

7 Address, Mercury, 7 Feb.; Billinge's Advertiser, n Feb. U.S., I, 98  
100 ; covering letter and acknowledgment to Hoi ton, 3 Feb. 1823 ; Add. MS. 
38744, ff. 107-8. Rough draft of address, differing a good deal from the 
final version, ib., ff. 109-12.
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he deprecated both the procession and an excessive 
lust for speeches. " Mr. Canning," he wrote, " has 
a happy talent and facility, as well of language, 
as of matter and manner, for such addresses . . . 
beyond that which ever belonged " to any other. " In 
the humbler paths of business " Huskisson hoped to 
follow him, but he lacked the gift of miscellaneous 
speech, and wished to discourage any expectation 
of it. 1 " By a little management " the indefatig 
able Gladstone averted the procession and some 
speeches, 2 but of processions and speeches there remained 
enough.

When Huskisson arrived in Liverpool, late on loth 
February, 3 he found that a contest, vexatious but not 
formidable, nevertheless awaited him. " The Rabble of 
this place," he wrote to his wife, " will never, I see clearly, 
allow an Election without a Contest." " I am now 
wishing heartily that I had been," at Chichester so 
quiet and so complacent " instead of having the battle 
to fight here." 4 The cry had been started by Dr. 
Shepherd and others that he was an alien ; others again, 
more scurrilous, said " an illegitimate alien." 5 The 
slur upon his birth, which Huskisson resented with 
pardonable heat, seems to have been a blind stroke of 
calumny ; the charge of being an alien is more intelligible, 
and rests, no doubt, upon some garbled version of his 
French upbringing. But it may help to explain a 
curiosity of the election. An alien would be disqualified.

'To Gladstone, 3 Feb., ib., ff. 113-14.
* Gladstone to Huskisson, 5 Feb., Add. MS. 38744, ff. 115-16.
3 So says Huskisson, who ought to have known. To Mrs. Huskisson, n 

Feb., ib., 123-4. Billingc's Advertiser, n Feb., after reporting his arrival at 
the George, at Warrington, announces his arrival for that morning. The writ 
was moved on 4 Feb. C.J. Ixxvii, 3 ; Mercury, 7 Feb. The precept reached 
the Mayor, 9 Feb., and on the loth he fixed the election for Friday, 14 Feb. 
Billingc's Advertiser, n Feb.

« 12 Feb., Add. MS. 38744, ff. 125-6.
5 The bills were placarded in the streets. Huskisson to Mrs. Huskisson. 

it Feb., ib., ff. 1.13-4.
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Huskisson's election could not thereby be prevented, but 
the alleged disqualification might be made the ground of 
a subsequent petition against his return. There must, 
therefore, be a candidate for whom to petition, 1 and 
none suitable could be found to engage in a genuine 
contest. Lord Molyneux was, therefore, nominated, 2 in 
his absence, and possibly without his consent, by the 
Whig irreconcilables. Of Dr. Crompton's candidature 
the explanation is different. It was not necessarily, as 
Backhouse surmised, that " the poor man " seemed 
" deranged in his intellects," 3 though others have made 
the same conjecture, but that he was not a freeman and 
that he was nominated to give him a right to speuk 
from the hustings.

The election began on Friday, the I4th of February, 
" at the hustings erected in front of the Town-hall." * 
Huskisson's speeches gave great satisfaction. He has 
" established his reputation here for eloquence of no 
ordinary kind," wrote Backhouse to Mrs. Huskisson, 
amid the bustle of the Town Hall. 5 " I never heard 
him in the House of Commons so warmed and animated 
by his subject, so commanding in his manner or so well 
in voice. . . . His friends are at once surprised and 
delighted by the powers of popular oratory which he has 
displayed; and his political enemies . . . have been 
won as much by the manliness with which he has avowed 
his principles, as by the conciliatoriness and prudence 
of his manner and conduct." 6 There is room only for

1 Huskisson to Mrs. Huskisson, 13 Feb. Add. MS. 30949, ff. 105-6.
2 " On the principles of purity of election, and as the champion of Reform," 

according to the Mercury, 14 Feb., which calls Huskisson " this placeman 
and ex-member of the Jacobin Club." It discovers new disqualifications, 
but hedges a little about his being an alien. Rushton says Molyneux knew 
he would be nominated and did not attempt to prevent it. Billinge's Adver 
tiser, 25 Feb.

3 Backhouse to Mrs. Huskisson, 14 Feb. Add. MS. 387.14, ff. 127-30. 
  Mercury, 21 Feb. ; Billinge's Advertiser, 18 Feb. (with slight differences). 
5 14 Feb., Add. MS. 38744, ff. 127-30. 
« Ib.
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one sentence from his speeches, but it is the key to much 
of his financial policy, and it is still in point. " In 
England," he said, " public credit is public power ; it 
is the staff of our security." 1

By agreement the mock contest closed on Saturday at 
noon. Molyneux polled 31 votes, and Cromptori none. 
Huskisson had 236 votes and would, of course, have had 
many more if the poll had been kept longer open. 2 In 
the afternoon the new member was chaired, " prosper 
ously and splendidly," wrote an eye-witness, from the 
Town Hall to the residence of his host, John Bolton, in 
Duke Street. The election, " for shortness of duration 
and good humour," commented Backhouse, was ' un 
paralleled in the records of Liverpool Politics.' 3 There 
were complaints beforehand that to choose one Minister 
in succession to another was to degrade Liverpool to the 
rank then odious of a Treasury Borough, 4 a mere 
appendage of the administration, but the freemen were 
shrewdly aware of the practical and commercial advan 
tages of having a member influential in the negotiation 
of official business and willing to expedite it. There 
were some recriminations after the election. But the less 
violent Whigs, impressed by Huskisson's candour, pre-

1 Mercury, 21 Feb. ; liillinge's Advertiser, 18 Feb. H.S., III, 65.5.
2 Ib. ', Leeves erroneously gives Molyneux's figures as 23, his total at the 

close of the first day's poll. H.S., I, 100.
The Indenture of Return (15 Feb. 1823), filed in the Public Record Office, 

is between James Shuttlcworth, Sheriff, of the one part, and William Moly 
neux, Mayor, and John Shaw Leigh and Richard Davvson, of the other part. 
There were only two " backers," William Statham {Town Clerk) and John 
Deane Case, which illustrates the difficulty in this period of extracting con 
stitutional significance from the names of the " backers." P.R.O., Writs f- 
Rcturns, C. 219-197.

'Two letters of Backhouse to Mrs. Huskisson, 15 Feb., one giving the 
figures at the close of the poll and the other reporting the chairing. Add. 
MS. 38744, ff. 131-2, 134. The route is given on a handbill printed by Gore, 
preserved in Add. MS. 38744, f. 133, and also in Billinge's Advertiser, 18 Feb. 
Huskisson attended St. George's Church with the Mayor on Sunday morning. 
Mercury, 21 Feb. ; Billinge's Advtrtiser, 18 Feb.

< See the letter signed " A Plumper " in Mercury, ^ Feb., and a para 
graph on p. 248, Mercury, 31 Jan.
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ferred him to Canning. 1 All talk of a petition was 
quickly dropped, and the seat was Huskisson's for life.

So feeble was the opposition at the general election of 
1826 that good authorities have asserted that there was 
no contest. This is a mistake. The election was not 
without significance, and was, in fact, sufficiently amusing 
to deserve fuller treatment than it can here receive. 
Huskisson's position was never in danger. " It is no less 
our duty than our pride," ran a largely signed requisition 
to Huskisson, inviting him to stand again, " to acknow 
ledge " your " particular and effective care " of " our 
local interests." 2 But one local " interest," that of the 
shipwrights, was smarting under a sense of injury. 
These and other riverside workers showed rather noisy 
and bitter hostility, which arose from Huskisson's 
attitude towards trade unionism. When the total repeal 
in 1824 of the laws against the combination of workmen 
had been followed by an epidemic of ill-considered strikes 
he had supported the measure of 1825 which left to the 
workmen the right to combine, though only in order to 
secure shorter hours or better wages. 3 He had also 
warned the shipwrights that their combination, if 
unwisely directed, might invite foreign competition 
against the ship-carpentry trades at home. 4

General Gascoyne, his colleague, who seems to have 
contrived to speak on the popular side and to vote on

1 Mercury, 21 Feb., which, however, attempted to minimise the contest. 
Huskisson " was merely protested against . . . by half a dozen spirited men 
. . ." desiring to oppose " the oligarchy." The Mercury regretted the tone 
of Huskisson's letter of thanks to the electors. Billingc's Advertiser is more 
severe, 18 Feb.

'There were 650 signatures, headed by those of John Bolton, John Glad 
stone, John Bourne, John Tobin, John Ewart and Henry Moss. Mercury, 
26 May, 1826, p. 376.

3 See account of a meeting of 2,000 in Mosslake Fields, near the Botanic 
Garden (Mercury, y June, 1826), and the protest of John Alien at the meeting 
of Huskisson's friends to adopt him as candidate. Sir John Tobin presided 
over this meeting at the King's Anns (ii.). Huskisson had given cordial 
assent to the requisition, 20 May (Mercury, 26 May).

4 E.g. 23 June, 1825, H.S. II, 437-9-
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the other, made a bid for the support of the artisans, not 
without shrewd side-thrusts at his colleague, nor without 
some success in capturing fresh popularity. 1 But if 
Huskisson lost support in some quarters he gained it in 
others, and a Whig newspaper, the Mercury, came out 
warmly in his defence. 2 And it was in vain that the 
shipwrights hunted for a suitable candidate to pit against 
him in their interests.

Some temper was shown at the hustings, possibly 
heated beyond normal by the " broiling sun" under 
which the election was held on 12 June. But in the end 
Huskisson topped a poll of five candidates, of whom 
General Gascoyne and himself alone received serious 
support. 3 Afterwards he remained for several days in

1 Mercury, Hi June. 2 /&., 9 June.
3 Mercury, 16 June, p. 394. Huskisson arrived at Bolton's soon after 

2 p.m. on Sat. 10 June. " The cordiality with which lie was greeted " in 
Liverpool " by persons of the highest respectability and of every variety of 
political opinion is wholly unparalleled in the annals of Liverpool Election 
eering." Wainewright to Mrs. Huskisson, n June, Add. MS. 38748, ff. 40-.:. 
He was supported at the hustings, which were in front of the Exchange, by 
Rushton, the chief local orator of the Whigs. The artisans, who had not 
found a candidate, tried to run Major Gascoyne. Mr. William Alien, boat- 
builder, proposed him, seconded by William Robinson, slater and plasterer. 
After John Bolton had been put in nomination as a counter-threat to General 
Gascoyne, the General declared that his son was not qualified and that " he 
disdained the idea of two members of one family being put up," b".t he asked 
for continued support for himself. The Shipwrights, however, persisted in 
Gascoync's candidature. John Wright was also nominated. Green, the 
auctioneer, who had tried and failed to find a candidate for the artisans and 
was taunted with having been bribed by the friends of Huskisson, in desper 
ation nominated Lord Molyrieux, but got no seconder. The poll was Hus 
kisson 113, Gascoyne 103, Bolton 21, Major Gascoyne 13, Wright 3. The 
small vote and the single day of polling show that the contest was not serious : 
there were about 5,000 freemen according to the estimate of the Mercury, 
9 June, p. 390. On Tuesday a " fine but sultry day," Huskisson " mounted 
a splendid chair " and was carried to Bolton's where he made an eloquent 
speech from the balcony. Gascoyne was chaired along a different route to 
the Adelphi. Mercury, 16 June.

The Indenture of Return, 12 June, 1826, was between James Penny Machell, 
Sheriff, of the one part, and 1'eter Bourne, Mayor, and George Rowe and 
Henry Moss, Bailiffs, of the other part. But there is a curiosity in this in 
denture. Moss alone signs and seals as Bailiff: Rowc does not, though his 
name is included in the indenture. The names of the " backers " are James 
Clarke, George Prinkwater, Tlios. Brancker, Jno. Deane Case, arid Wm. 
Statham I'.K.O., Writs ii- Returns, C. 219-202.
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Liverpool. He visited the shipwrights and sailmakers 
in their clubs, and there explained his conduct. He was 
elected an honorary member of one of them 1 and departed 
from another, says the Mercury, " amidst the loudest 
plaudits." 2 With 400 merchants he was the guest of the 
Dublin Steam Packet Company at " an aquatic excur 
sion " in the Britannia ; 3 he inspected in the packet 
Eclipse the embankment at Runcorn ; 4 and he visited 
the Royal Institution to see the casts of the Elgin and 
^Egina marbles. 5 An election which had opened with 
threats closed, in fine, with exchanges of mutual 
courtesy, amid the pleasures of a somewhat multifarious 
hospitality. 6

On his promotion to the Colonial Office, Huskisson was 
re-elected without a poll. But the circumstances were 
throughout peculiar. He had first accepted the Colonial 
Office in September, 1827, when Lord Goderich had 
attempted to re-constitute Canning's ministry. But that 
ministry was a coalition. It was formed by a junction of 
Canning's friends among the more liberal Tories with a 
section of the Whigs under Lord Lansdownc. Welling 
ton, Peel and Eldon were not members of it. Opponents 
of Catholic Emancipation and " the Tory high-flyers," as 
Creevey called them, who disliked " the liberal jaw " of 
Canning and Huskisson on foreign or commercial ques 
tions, were against it, or at best stood sullenly ;doof. On

1 The Shipwrights'Club, 15 June. Wilmot liorton, Under Sec. fur War 
and the Colonies, who had joined Huskisson for the election, vindicated him 
in "a forcible and elegant speech." Mercury, 23 June.

2 The Sailmakers' and Shipwrights' Association, meeting at Mr. Ewing's 
in Mersey Street on 13 June. Horton made a "neat and liberal speech." Ib.

3 On 15 June. There were refreshments and toasts on board. Hnskisson 
gave " Prosperity to Steam Navigation." Mercury, 16 June.

4 19 June. Ib., 23 June.
c 15 June. Ib.
6 Huskisson and Gascoyne dined with the Mayor at the Town Hall on 16 

June, so they experienced most varieties of municipal hospitality. Ib. 
Huskisson's letter of thanks to the electors, 13 June, is printed in Mercury, 
16 June: the rough draft is in L.O.P. (H.). He left Liverpool for London on 
Tuesday, zo June (Mercury, 23 June).
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the other hand, the ministry did not command the 
unanimous support of the Whigs. It was, therefore, a 
heavy burden which fell upon Goclerich after Canning's 
death, and Goderich was unequal to his task. That 
" transient and embarrassed phantom " whom a local 
orator compared to " a weeping willow, quivering at every 
blast " 1 resigned without meeting parliament. He was 
succeeded by the Duke of Wellington, and after some 
hesitation Huskisson together with three other leading 
Canningites agreed to retain their offices in the new 
cabinet.

It was not until this second series of changes had been 
made that Huskisson was called upon to face his electors. 
At the first news of his promotion there had been nothing 
but pleasure, and a requisition had been sent to him, 
asking him again to stand for Liverpool.'- There is no 
doubt, however, that in Liverpool the liberal Tories, 3 and 
still more the Whigs, were much disturbed when the 
Canningites decided to join Wellington. When towards 
the end of January, 1828, preparations were at last made 
for the election there were some malcontents even among

1 Dr. William Shepherd. Albion, n Feb. 1828.
* Under Goderich Huskisson was to have had the Lead of the House of 

Commons. There was some fear that he might have to give up Liverpool as 
Canning had done in 1823. Gladstone hoped not. " I know of no one likely 
to unite the common feeling that you have without example succeeded in 
creating." To Huskisson, 3 Sept. Add. MS. 38750, ff. 210-15. Huskisson 
hoped that his friends would manage the election without his attendance at 
it. Gladstone did manage it. He promoted the requisition and got a Whig, 
Mr. W. W. Currie, to propose an additional resolution authorising the Chair 
man to inform Huskisson that they hoped he would not expose himself to the 
risks of a journey in winter. Huskisson to Gladstone, 16 Sept., Add. MS. 
38751, ft. 3-4; Gladstone to Huskisson, 18 Sept., ib., ff. 17-18, 20; Gore's 
General Advertiser, 20 Sept. 1827. Time was, I suppose, allowed for the sign 
ing of the requisition, as 13olton's letter to Huskisson is dated 6 Oct. 1827. 
Public reply, and private note to Bolton, enclosed in Huskisson to [Wain- 
wright], 9 Oct. 1827, L.O.P. (H.).

' A private meeting of Huskisstm's friends was held at Bolton's house on 
26 Jan. 1828. A subscription was started for the expenses of the election 
but some would not subscribe until they heard Huskisson's explanation of his 
junction with Wellington, liillinge's Advertiser, 29 Jan. ; Gore's Advertiser, 
31 Jan. ; see also Chronicle, 2 Feb.



Huskisson and Liverpool. 33

Huskisson's friends, while the Whigs made no secret of 
their dissatisfaction. After giving, fairly enough, the 
arguments for and against the junction with Wellington, 
so far as they were known, one newspaper added, as if 
Huskisson were before the magistrates, " but we tell him 
that there is a prima facie case against him, which he is 
bound to answer." 1 He must be judged, wrote another 
journalist, by " the company he has deliberately chosen." 
" A fortnight ago there were scarcely two opinions in the 
town respecting his high and indisputable claims to public 
regard ; now there are a thousand." '- But the general 
disposition was to reserve a verdict until after Huskisson 
had explained his conduct and motives. A very able 
" leader " in the Albion probably sums up the prevailing 
sentiment with accuracy when it says that both Whigs 
and liberal Tories are entitled to explanations, but 
that it would be ridiculous to condemn Huskisson 
unheard. 3

At the hustings 4 a long series of questions was put to 
Huskisson. Mr. W. Wallace Currie spoke on behalf of 
the Whigs, but though he demanded assurances his

1 Billinge's Advertiser, 29 Jan. * Mercury, i Feb. 1828.
3 Albion, 4 Feb.
* The election was held on Tuesday, 5 Feb. Writ moved 29 Jan. Arrived 

at Preston, 30 Jan. Sheriff's preeept reached Liverpool, 31 Jan., when the 
election was proclaimed at the Town Hall. Mercury, I Feb. Huskisson's 
address (29 Jan.), printed ib. ; Chronicle, 2 Feb. ; Albion, 4 Feb. ; liillinge's 
Advertiser, 5 Feb. Rough draft and fair copy in Add. MS. 38754, tf. 296-9. 
The Canning Club met at the York Hotel, 2 Feb. Advt. in Gore's Advertiser, 
31 Jan. ; Chronicle, 2 Feb. Huskisson was adopted as a candidate at a 
public meeting at the King's Anns, 4 Feb., when Sir John Tobin took Bolton's 
former place in the. chair. Billinge's Advertiser, 5 Feb.; Albion, n Feb. 
Huskisson, who arrived on Monday night, 4 Feb., from Trentham, stayed 
with Bolton as before. Billinge's Advertiser, 5 Feb., which deplores Hus 
kisson's ill-health. The Courier made an interesting suggestion that the 
nomination should take place indoors. The Mercury (i Feb.) in supporting 
this, said " although the inconvenient hovel called the hustings is the usual 
place, we cannot see any legal objection to the formal opening of the business 
there, and an adjournment thence to the Court-room, for the purpose of taking 
the nomination. If a poll be demanded, the hustings can be used according 
to custom."

D



34 Huskisson and Liverpool.

speech was, in essence, complimentary to Huskisson. 
" Had he known his strength, that all parties confessed 
that he was essential to any administration that to him 
all eyes were turned, he would . . . have stood on a 
proud pre-eminence from which he would, no doubt, 
shortly have been recalled to assume his proper place 
upon his own terms." 1 In this Currie was almost 
certainly right : a few months later Huskisson would 
probably have agreed with him. But the Canningites 
were, after all, Tories, though Tories of their own peculiar 
pattern. It was one thing to accept Whigs as colleagues 
in a ministry dominated by Canning and quite another to 
join the re-united Whig party in opposition to a Tory 
ministry. Huskisson replied, in effect, that the Can 
ningites hoped to be of more use in the ministry than they 
could be out of it : that it was constituted on the prin 
ciples of Lord Liverpool's ministry in which Canning and 
he had for so long served together ; and that he had three 
Canningite colleagues, Dudley, Grant and Palmerston, 
whose presence in the cabinet was assurance enough that 
Canning's principles would not be flouted. 2 In this he 
was to some extent mistaken and the Whigs in a measure 
were right. Yet it had been a difficult decision, and for 
the moment the majority of his constituents were satisfied 
by his explanations. But a few, headed by that doughty 
old political warrior, Dr. William Shepherd, of Gateacre, 
were not. Shepherd proposed Lord Molyneux, whom 
Preston seconded. A show of hands was taken. But 
only three or four voted for Molyneux and Shepherd did 
not press for a poll. 3 Huskisson was, therefore, declared 
elected after one of the strangest contests in the borough's

1 Albion, ii Feb.
2 Albion, ii Feb., which called Huskisson's speech "a triumphant vindi 

cation of his character for consistency, for integrity and honour." Chronicle, 
g Feb., and Gore's General Advertiser, ^ Feb., give reports similar to that in 
the Albion, but by shortening the " guarantee " passage they make it clearer. 
H.S., III, 673-88.

* Albion, 11 Feb.
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history. 1 Perhaps the strangest part of it all was that 
every doubt expressed by his constituents had a lively 
reflection in the candidate's own mind.

His doubts must have grown still stronger when he 
found that his election speech was to involve him in a 
controversy with Wellington about the terms on which the 
Canningites had accepted office. This controversy caused 
more stir at Westminster than in Liverpool, for in Liver 
pool the intent and meaning of the speech were well 
understood. Misled either by a misinterpretation or an 
imperfect report of the speech at Liverpool, Wellington 
believed that Huskisson had claimed to have exacted 
guarantees from him before consenting to enter the 
ministry. 2 There would have been nothing dishonourable 
in asking or in giving such guarantees. In fact certain 
assurances had unquestionably been given. But Welling 
ton hotly resented the suggestion of guarantees as an 
imputation of dishonour. Now the word " guarantees " 
does occur in all the chief reports of the speech, but 
Wellington placed it in the wrong context. It was used 
not of measures, as Wellington implied, but in com 
ment upon the inclusion of Canning's friends in the 
ministry, and upon the assurance, " the guarantee for the

1 The Indenture of Return (5 I ;eb. 1838), filed in tlie Public Record Office, 
is between Charles Gibson, Sheriff, of the one part, and Thomas Colley Porter, 
Mayor, Isaac Oldham Bold and Samuel Thompson, Bailiffs, of tht.1 other part. 
It is fully signed and sealed. (Cf. the 1826 indenture.) The " backers " were 
James Clarke, Richard Leyland, Peter Bourne, John Bourne. P.R.O., Writs 
& Returns, C. 219-202. Th« Mayor invited 80 gentlemen to meet Huskisson 
at dinner at the Town Hall on the night of the election. Albion, 4 and n 
Feb. ; Billinge's Advertiser, 5 Feb. Huskisson's address of thanks for his re- 
election is printed in several places. Gore's Advertiser, 7 Feb.; Chronicle, 
9 Feb.; Albion, 11 Feb., and Billin^e's Advertiser, 12 Feb.

1 In his speech Wellington threw doubt, it is true, on the possibility of 
Huskisson having used the expressions to which he demurred. But the tone 
of his speech suggests that the doubt was not genuine. Was it to be believed, 
he said, that he would abandon his opinions for " the corrupt purpose " of 
securing the support of the Canningites? If Huskisson " had entered into 
any such corrupt bargain as he was represented to describe," the Duke con 
tinued, " he would have tarnished bis own fame, as much as I should have 
disgraced mine." Hansard, X.S. xviii, 286 7.
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security," of Canning's measures which their presence 
afforded.

This episode is notable here mainly because Huskisson's 
old antagonist, Dr. Shepherd, who had stood near to him 
upon the hustings when he spoke, came chivalrously to the 
rescue, and confirmed his version of what had actually 
been said. A prompt and unsolicited letter from Shep 
herd * enabled Huskisson to deliver in the House of 
Commons a speech of triumphant vindication.^ But 
Wellington was an obstinate man and it is to be feared 
that, convinced against his will, he remained of his old 
opinion still.

It is impossible to enter fully into Huskisson's relations

* "... 1 have a distinct recollection, that when you spoke of Guarantees, 
you said, in substance, that you found them in the composition of the pro 
jected Cabinet. ... Of personal guarantees, as demanded from, or given 
by, the Duke of Wellington, you did not say one word." To Huskisson, 
14 Feb. 1828. Full text in M.S., Ill, 214-1; ; Hansard, K.S. xviii, 481.

" Your letter to Mr. Huskisson," wrote Waincwright, in thanking Shepherd 
for it "ii Huskisson's behalf, " came very opportunely, as you will perceive 
. . ." Waincwright conveys Mrs. Huskisson's warm thanks at greater length. 
19 Feb. 1828. SAf/Viffd fa/»«r$ at Manchester College, Oxford, IV, 89. I 
am indebted to Mr. A. Theodore Urowu, M.A., not only for bringing this letter 
to my notice, but for giving me a transcript of it. I wish he could be per 
suaded to print his paper on Dr. Shepherd. There is a further letter from 
Shepherd to Huskisson, approving his use of Shepherd's letter in debate. 
The draft is in the SA*/iA«rJ /'u^gri, log. «*., and the letter in Ad;l. MS. 38735, 
ft. 74-5, which shows a few verbal differences. All who heard the speech, 
wrote Moss, confirmed Huskisson's version of it. Quoted by Loch to Hus 
kisson, 18 Feb. Add. MS. 38755, ff. 58-9.

' J6. 463-87; Huskisson's notes and draft for this speech. Add. MS. 
38768, ff. 6-36. Wellington was not the only person aggrieved. So was 
Goderich. Goderich to Huskisson, 9 Feb.; Planta to Huskisson, 10 Feb.; 
Huskisson to Goderich, 11 Feb.; and Uoderich to Huskisson, 12 Feb., express- 
in; satisfaction with the explanations. Add. MS. 38755, ff. 12-14, 16-17, 
18-21 and 22-3. Huskisson on his side had to complain of the tone of a 
ministerial newspaper, the Z.o»do#i CownVr, «6., 28 9, 41-2, 43-6. He might 
have complained still more if he had been aware of the way in which the 
Duke's friends were talking and writing in private. The Duke's special 
friend, Mrs. Arbuthnot, dined on 15 Feb. with the Princess Lieven. "She 
had all the !n»f company, such as the Hollands, Mr. Huskisson, and that lot." 
To Lady Shelley, Diary n/ France JLady SMfgy, II, 175. Cf. Diary awa" 
Corr. »/ Lord CoM^do", III, 546-7; Greville, Journal, 25 Feb., I, 129-30. 
Creevey was full of mischief and delight at the Duke's speech. " Huskisson 
fell 50 per cent, in last night's jaw." The Duke " will beat the shuffling, lying 
Huskisson and Urougham school out of the field." fA* CfMti«y Pa^«r$, 494.
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with individual constituents. With a new secretary, 
William Wainewright who succeeded Backhouse on 
4 April 1823, l the Liverpool Office was busier than ever. 
For one man Huskisson obtains employment under the 
Post Office ; 2 for others, posts as Landing Waiters, 
Tide Waiters, Weighers or Clerks in the Customs and 
Excise offices divided by the most subtle distinctions, 
social and financial, and exciting corresponding degrees of 
envy, aspiration and regret. 3 One citizen solicits his 
influence on behalf of a young relative in the navy ; 4 
others beg for nominations to cornetcys and cadetships. 5 
One prominent freeman asks, on behalf of his son, for a 
post in the Insolvent Debtor's Court, and from the 
warmth with which his exertions were acknowledged it 
may be assumed that Huskisson managed to get that or 
something better. " I shall ever," says the grateful 
constituent, " hold it in remembrance." f>

A popular old naval officer Huskisson recommended with 
great energy for a Greenwich pension. 7 Rut he failed to 
move Palmerston by his plea on behalf of an importunate 
widow, who had been active in matrimony, with a marked 
leaning towards the attractions of scarlet and pipeclay. 
The Secretary at War was not sentimental. He declined

1 He was chosen by ''the Gentlemen delegated bythe different mercantile 
Associations " of the Town " to elect a successor to Mr. Backhouse," and was 
instructed to act under Huskisson's directions. Chas. Lawrence to Huskisson, 
4 April 1823, L.O.P. (H.). See the announcement in liillin&e's Liverpool 
Advertiser, and in the advertisement columns, Wainewright's thanks, ib., 
15 April 1823. There is a tribute to Wainewright in Huskisson's speech of 
5 Feb. 1828. H.S., III, 682.

2 A Mr. Richardson as Agent for the Post Office Packets. Gladstone to 
Huskisson, 14 Nov. 1824, Add. MS. 38746, f. 51.

3 The letters on these subjects in I..O.I', and Add. MSS. are too numerous 
to cite in detail.

4 To get an exchange of ship. Huskisson's reports on the step taken. To 
Bolton, 7 March 1825. Add. MS. 38746, ff. 155-6.

* E.g. Mr. Dyson's application. Wainewright to Huskisson, 20 Nov. 1828. 
L.O.P. (H.).

8 H. Blundell llollinsheud to Huskisson, 14 April and 28 April 1825. 
L.O.P. (H.).

7 Huskisson to Melville, ju April 1826. L.U.P. (II.).



38 Huskisson and Liverpool.

to pay pensions for two deceased husbands at one and the 
same time. 1 A Mr. Bowen, backed by a solid phalanx 
of 40 of Huskisson's constituents, seems to have been an 
expert in the exploitation of shadowy claims. Huskisson 
fobbed him off upon an obliging colleague.

" We have given him," reports the colleague, " temporary 
employment in this office at 75. 6rf., but ... I hope . . . you 
will be able to dispose of him. He has only a shadow of a claim 
on me, being a Cousin of a Cousin of a Man who has a vote at 
Newcastle."

Newcastle-under-Lyme, that is, the constituency of his 
benefactor. 2 It may be added that few constituents, 
rich or poor, hesitated to ask their member to frank 
through the post anything for which they felt disinclined 
to pay from ordinary letters to parcels in bulk. 3

In commercial matters Huskisson was perpetually 
employed in the interests of Liverpool traders. He was 
kept busy about rum and cotton ; 4 he was importuned 
to get preferences for coffee or rice grown in the British 
dominions ; 5 or asked to secure longer credit for traders 
paying duty on tobacco. 6 One constituent wrote to him

1 Palmerston to Huskisson, 27 May 1824. L.O.I'. (H.).
2 Wilmot Horton to Huskisson, i Oct. 1825. Ib.
3 Mr. Gladstone sometimes asked a good deal in this way but th°n he had 

a good title to ask it: e.g. 6 March 1823, Add. MS. 38744, f. 149. Others 
asked without much title.

4 e.g. Mr. Garrett's cotton and 20 puncheons of Yates & Go's ruin. Henries 
to Huskisson, 15 Aug. 1823, L.O.P. (H.).

5 Letter of Geo. Irlain, Chairman of the West India Association at Liverpool, 
to Huskisson, enclosing a copy (4 pp. fcap) of a Memorial to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and acknowledging Huskisson's letter of 22 May with 
enclosures. 24 July 1824. Also a letter from John Ewart to Huskisson, 
20 Dec. 1827, transmitting a Memorial of 18 Dec. from the same association 
to The Board of Trade. British grown rice, it complained, was insufficiently 
protected. The same association transmitted a memorial in the following 
April for " a reduction in the discriminating duty on East India sugar," with 
reasons. Huskisson was asked to present it. John Ewart to Huskisson, 
23 April 1828, il>., ct. Nichs. Robinson, Mayor, to Huskisson [? 3] June 1829.

6 Herries to Huskisson promising to consider a Memorial from Liverpool 
manufacturers of tobacco, asking extended credit on tobacco manufactured 
for home consumption and for a drawback of the whole duty on manufactured 
tobacco exported, n Dec. 1827. L.O.P. (II.).
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in trouble about his West Indian business ; l another so 
that he might prod the Admiralty into greater activity 
against the West Indian pirates. 2 On behalf of a Liver 
pool owner he contrived to wring the price of a ship out of 
a reluctant Treasury, 3 and he stirred Peel to activity 
against the wreckers on the coast of Denbigh and Car 
narvon. 4 He got our Ambassador in Paris to protest to 
the French Ministry against the detention of The Mer 
chant's Friend, a ship belonging to Finlay & Holt, 5 and 
he supported an application to the Admiralty for 
" a Vessel for the purpose of being converted into a 
Floating Chapel for the use of the Seamen in the 
Port." «

Huskisson got the Post Office to bestir itself and to 
make arrangements in Liverpool rather more suitable to 
the needs of a growing port and rather less reminiscent of 
a sleepy fishing village. 7 This was an achievement, for 
it was no easy task in those days to increase the activity 
of the Post Office. He interested himself in the agitation

1 Bolton to Huskisson, 17 Jan. 1825, Add. MS. 38746, ff. 127-8 ; Huskisson 
to Bolton, 7 Feb., 16., ff. 129-31 ; and the reply 19 Fcb.,t'6., ff. 147-9. Hus 
kisson at first was not very hopeful of meeting Bolton's wishes but on 7 March 
he writes that a new chance of raising the matter gives a prospect of a satis 
factory arrangement. Ib., ff. 155-6.

1 The Admiralty repelled the charge, that the Xavy had done nothing to 
stop Piracy, but mentioned certain difficulties. Specific charges shall be 
investigated if Liverpool merchants will supply details, Melville to Hus 
kisson, 19 Feb. 1823. //).

3 Mr. W. S. Miller, owner of the Charlotte Gambler. Hcrries to Huskisson, 
20 June 1823. Ib.

* Peel had asked the Gustos Rotulorum of each county to urge magistrates 
" to a more prompt and rigid enforcement of the Laws by which Property 
endangered by Shipwreck is protected from Waste and Plunder." He had 
ordered diligent pin-suit of the plunderers, and proceedings against the con 
stables who had allowed some to escape. Peel to Huskisson, n Feb. 1834. 
The letter is endorsed " Wreck of the Hornby." Ib.

* Planta to Huskisson, 2 March 1824, enclosing answer of French Minister 
to our Ambassador's protest against the vessel's detention on the passage 
between Tarragona and Palma. L.O.P. (H.).

4 Letter of thanks to Huskisson from Robt. Murray, Admiral of the Blue, 
Chairman, 24 March 1825. Ib.

7 E.g. 19 March and n Dec. 1825 ; 18 March 1826, L.O.P. (II.) ; Add. MS. 
38746, ff. 132, 138-9.
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for Assizes at Liverpool and Manchester, 1 in the extension 
of the Docks,- in the improvement of the Weaver Naviga 
tion. 3 He helped to expedite the plan for a new Custom 
House, 4 a project not wholly dissociated in Liverpool 
minds from the desire to get a public department to spend 
as much as possible in the borough. On the other hand, 
the citizens seem to have been in favour of the repeal of 
almost anything that touched the pocket. Huskisson 
was asked, inter alia, to present petitions for the abolition 
of the window-tax, 5 admittedly a " stuffy expedient " ; 
for the repeal of the licence duty on stage coaches ; 6

1 Peel acknowledges a Memorial transmitted to Huskisson from the Select 
Vestry in favour of adjourning Assizes from Lancaster to Liverpool and 
Manchester and encloses a copy of a letter sent on 7 March to the Mayor, 
12 March 1823. L.O.P. (H.).

This agitation was not, I think, new. In its present form it was provoked 
by a Bill authorising expenditure on additional accommodation for the Judges 
at Lancaster. The lioroughreevc of Manchester was written to by the Mayor, 
and set in motion the machinery needed to enable him to oppose the Bill, as 
the Select Vestry decided to do, as a means of pressing for Assizes at Liverpool 
and Manchester. Liverpool Vestry Books, ed. I'eet and lilease, II, 148-50, 
where correspondence is given.

2 J. B. Holliashead to Huskisson and Gascoyne, 30 March 1825. Ib. J. H. 
Green to Huskisson, 7 May 1825. L.O.I'. (H.).

3 Mr. Wright, of Knutsford, would present to Huskisson a Petition from 
Liverpool in support of the Weaver Navigation Bill, now before the House 
of Commons. The Mayor thinks the proposal good. It "will cause a con 
siderable reduction in Freight of Goods between this Town and the Potteries, 
also between this and London and all intermediate places." Huskisson is 
asked to present the petition and support the bill. J. B. Hollinshead to 
Huskisson, 23 Feb. 1825. L.O.P. (H.). Endorsed " Mayor of Liverpool." 
Letter asking that Huskisson be told, before his interview with the Mayor 
and Corporation, that all points, but one, are settled between the Corporation 
and the promoters of the River Weaver Bill, by satisfactory alterations. 
Wm. Statham to Wainewright, 26 April 1820. L.O.P. (W.).

* E.g. Chas. Horsfall to Wainewright thanking Huskisson for a suggestion 
that an offer of a site should accompany a Memorial of a Joint Committee of 
the Associated Bodies, 14 May 1825. L.O.P. (W.). Horsfall says that a 
part of the site of the Old Dock had been allocated to that purpose in the 
Dock Act of 51 Geo. Ill, but there was apparently some difficulty about it. 
Memorandum on acceptance by Treasury in 1828 of " The Scite of the Old 
Dock," Add. MS. 38762, ff. 181-2. See also a very odd letter from Jordan 
to Wainewright, it Feb. 1829. L.O.P. (W.).

6 Request to present a petition adopted at a Public Meeting held n April 
i82S. J. B. Hollinshead to Huskisson and Gascoyne, 12 April 1825. L.O.P. 
(H.).

6 Bartholomew Brrthrrton to Huskisson, 8 March 1830. L.O.P. (H.).

'
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and on behalf of the Licensed Victuallers, for the repeal of 
goodness knows what the particular object is obscure, 1 
though one is tempted to suspect that it must have been 
for the repeal of everything else. One such appeal seems 
to have had some success. Huskisson extracted from the 
government a promise to repeal the dues of Butlerage and 
Prisage levied at the port on behalf of the Duchy of 
Lancaster. 2

There was, too, an epic struggle between the rival 
bankers of the town for the lucrative business of trans 
mitting to London His Majesty's Revenue. The dispute 
is highly technical and turns on the nature of the bills 
in which the money was to be paid in London, and 
on the periods for which they were to be drawn. 
The question really fines down, perhaps, to the period 
during which the lucky competitor was to enjoy interest 
on the country's money as a reward for his agency. But 
upon the luckless Huskisson there showered letters and 
rejoinders, charges and counter-charges, protests and 
denials, from Ewart and Moss, Leyland and Bullen, 
Heywood and the rest Mr. Gladstone intervening until 
at long last the paper battle stood drawn in a settlement 
accepted by all. 3

Huskisson seldom lost patience. But he did occasion 
ally find the bankers exasperating, particularly Moss. 
" Moss is too much alive to every floating rumour that 
touches his interests," Huskisson wrote to Wainewright 
when provoked over another matter in 1829, " but I 
cannot always be inquisitive because He is lidgetty '

1 Huskisson to Wainewright, 6 April 1830. Ib.
- Huskisson (who reports a communication from Herries) to Robert Preston, 

Liverpool, April 1825. Ib.
3 The battle raged from the end of August or beginning of September to 

the 22 Dec. 1823. The correspondence is so voluminous that bare references 
to its location (somewhat telescoped) must suffice. Add. MS. 38744, ff. 266- 
77, 279-81, 283-7, 290-1, 297-309, 311-12, 316-17, 319-26, 328-30 and 
38745, ff. 1-2, 7-8, 10-11,13-14, 16-17, 18-19, 21-2, 42, 44-52, 54, 56, 61-2, 
64-5, 67-8, 71-5, 81-4, 86-7, 89-94, 96-7, 'oi, 113-16, 119-21, 166-7, 172-4.
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neither would it be for his advantage that I should." 
And so it proved in the end. 1 For Huskisson was an 
almost infallible judge of what could be successfully done 
in the way of business with a public department, and he 
had the almost rarer gift of knowing almost invariably the 
exact moment when it was best to attempt it. In this 
respect his judgment was of supreme value to his con 
stituents. For all of them he patiently did his best, 
though even in serving their interests he refused, and 
was respected by them for refusing, to lower a standard 
of political integrity unusual in his day.

Though he had many other correspondents Huskisson 
relied most on John Bolton and John Gladstone. Bolton, 
who entertained him as he had entertained Canning, at 
his country place at Storrs, and was usually his host in 
Liverpool, was generally put forward as the ostensible 
chief in every Canningite enterprise, until Sir John Tobin 
took his place at the last. But Bolton was already 
enfeebled by age and illness. Behind him always was the 
more energetic Gladstone, who kept Huskisson posted on 
all local affairs, from the course of trade to the amount he 
should subscribe to the Musical Festival.- Once, indeed,

1 Huskisson to [? Wainewright], 15, 17, 22 Nov. 1829. I..O.I'. (H.).
2 Many instances of Gladstone's counsel have already been given. There 

is room only for a few additional examples by way of illustration. In June 
1828, while the memory of Huskisson's retirement from the Wellington 
Cabinet was still fresh, Gladstone advised him not to visit Liverpool in the 
Autumn. Reasons of health are sufficient for postponing the visit, " but the 
truth is, an unkindly feeling does prevail in Liverpool at present, which it is 
desirable should have time to subside before we have the pleasure of seeing 
you here. The High Tories, forming nearly the whole Body of Gascoync's 
Friends, hesitate not to declare openly their disapprobation of your Conduct 
and to express their satisfaction at your removal from Otiice." On the other 
side Whigs and Radicals are cold, and take credit for having always thought 
ill of the union with the Duke. Gladstone desires neither that Huskisson 
should be mortified nor that the Electors should commit themselves rashly 
to a hostile attitude. He makes clear his opinion that these hostile feelings 
will abate after a period of quiet. That the friends whom he had named at 
the election had in fact retired with him was a vindication of Huskisson's 
claim that these men were his guarantee. The public mind was getting more 
convinced of the necessity for concessions, to the Catholics, for instance.
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the felicity of their relations was disturbed. Gladstone 
allowed a confidential letter from Huskisson to pass out 
of his hands ; it was copied, and by a devious route it 
reached the press. Warm letters passed, and in the course 
of the correspondence Gladstone, who admitted that he 
had unwittingly blundered, but still wished to excuse 
himself, developed a nice distinction between letters 
marked only " confidential," and others marked " private 
and confidential." There may be something in this, 
though the refinement is subtle. But in any case the 
storm blew over, 1 and Gladstone remained to the end 
the chief link between member and constituent, for he was 
an excellent informant and un incomparable political 
" coach."

Huskisson won the warm regard of the commercial men 
of Liverpool. He exerted himself to secure an amend-
Gladstonc thinks that " the Chancellor's dilemma, and the Duke's shuffling, 
all seem to indicate a desire to approximate to change." 19 June 1828, 
Add. MS. 38756, ff. 263-6. Gladstone was perfectly right. Huskisson's 
visit in 1829, which there is not space to describe here, was a complete success. 
The same letter refers to Bolton's withdrawal from politics on account of 
ill-health and partly, it may be, because his allegiance was uncomfortably 
divided between Huskisson and Lord Lonsdale. Bolton is better, he reports 
on 24th Jan. 1829, and " has made a good rally." Ib. 38757, ff. 194-7. 
Bolton, after all, lived to be over eighty. He was b. at Diversion, 22 March, 
1756 ; d. at Liverpool, 24 Feb. 1837. He m. Elizabeth, da. of Henry Little- 
dale, b. Whitehaven, 12 Nov. 1768; d. at Storrs, 22 Sept. 1848. They were 
buried at Bowness, and these particulars were kindly taken up for me from 
the inscription on the tomb by Mr. E. Cuthbert Woods. I am also indebted 
to Mr. Godfrey W. Mathews for help in reference to Bolton.

The advice about the Musical Festival, which shows a consideration for 
the candidate's pocket unusual in a constituent, is in Gladstone to Huskisson, 
10 Sept. 1823. Add. MS. 38744, ff. 283-7.

1 The trouble arose out of a letter from Huskisson, 2 Nov. 1823, Add. MS. 
38745, ff. 77-9, referring to the Demerara rising and the want of judgment 
shown by Wilberforce, Buxton and others in the agitations of the previous 
year. Mr. Gladstone had sent a copy to his brother-in-law, Mr. Robertson. 
A friend of Robertson's had surreptitiously taken a copy of the copy and 
sent it to Jamaica, where it reached the press. The letter was printed in the 
Observer, 26 April 1826, and in other papers, from a Jamaican newspaper. 
Gladstone to Huskisson and Huskisson to Gladstone, 26 April 1824 (ib., 
ff. 263-6) ; Gladstone to Huskisson, 28 April (ib., ff. 267-8); 29 April (ib., 
ff. 270-1) ; 30 April (ib., 272-3) ; Huskisson to Gladstone, 30 April (ib., 
ff. 274-5) ; Gladstone to Huskisson (ib., ff. 276-9) ; Huskisson to Gladstone, 
2 May (ib., ff. 280-1) ; Gladstone to Huskisson, j May, and reply (ib., 283-6).
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merit of the law relating to principal and factor which 
much concerned them. Its object was to protect the 
innocent lender to whom a dishonest agent fraudulently 
pledged his principal's goods for his own advantage 
without his principal's authority. As the law then stood 
the lender had in fact no security and no remedy. 
Huskisson was much hampered by the law officers of the 
crown and failed at the first attempt. But in the end he 
carried a measure of reform, in the teeth of legal opposi 
tion, and though he did not achieve all that he wished 
commercial men were grateful for the increased security 
which he obtained for them. 1

In Liverpool they were even more grateful for his great 
work in consolidating the revenue laws. Assisted by 
Deacon Hume he brought order out of chaos, and codified 
in eleven Acts, as intelligible as such Acts ever are, the 
provisions of 1,500 statutes. 2

This was but one manifestation of the general policy of 
removing shackles from commerce and industry which 
Huskisson consistently pursued in face of powerful 
opposition from members of his own party. It won 
general approval in the port of Liverpool. In 1825 a 
movement arose for some public recognition of his ser 
vices. " Five Hundred Pounds," wrote Bolton, was 
" subscribed within an hour, although no person was 
allowed " to give " more than Five Pounds." All parties 
joined in the subscription which in a few days had mounted 
to £1,100. " Such is the proper feeling of the Town at 
Large that if the subscription had not been Limited, it 
would have amounted to Three times that sum." The

1 U.S., I, log ; II, 195-6, 271-5, 442-3 ; T. Booth to Huskisson, 18 June 
1823, with resolutions. Add. MS. 38744, fi. 225-7; papers, ib., 238-46; 
Bills of 1823 and 1824 were lost, ib. 38746, ff. 10-22, 24-5. Huskissou 
attempted after each failure to meet legal opposition, ib., ff. 62-3. Other 
papers, ib., 240-50.

1 H.S., I, 106 and n. ; II, 327-62; 427-37. Gienville to Huskisson, 
7 April 1825. Add. MS. 38746, ff. 172-5. Grenvillc to Huskisson, 27 April, 
ib. 38746, ft. 186-7; H.S., I, 106-7.
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service of plate purchased for Huskisson as a result of 
this subscription bore on the candelabrum, which was the 
central part of it, an inscription affirming the " Benefits 
... to the Nation at large " from his " enlightened 
system of Commercial Policy " and " the zeal and 
ability " with which he had " watched over the Interests of 
his Constituents." l

Many interesting topics must be passed over, but a 
little must be said of Huskisson's attitude to the pro 
motion of the Manchester to Liverpool Railway. The 
plan for a railway was first made known to him in 1824 
by John Gladstone.'- It is plain from Gladstone's letter 
that in Liverpool, as at Darlington, the promoters of it 
were at first more concerned about the carriage of goods 
than of passengers, about commercial advantages rather 
than social consequences. It was natural that this 
should be so, for there is a sense in which the railway was 
the child rather of the canal than of the stage-coach, and 
in some respects the railways of England have never wholly- 
won free from the hampering conceptions imposed upon 
them by the conditions of their origin. In 1824 the canals 
serving this district were insufficient for the volume of 
traffic ; water could not be found for another ; and the 
public were, in Gladstone's phrase, " laid under contri 
bution " by the canal monopolists. The railroad would 
be a means of relief. Perhaps twenty persons at Liver 
pool interested in canals were loud against it, " but 
generally speaking," Gladstone writes, " the Town is not 
less loud in support of the Rail Road Scheme. . . ." 3

1 Boltoii to Huskissoii, 30 March 1825, Add. MS. 38746, ff. 163-4, 165-6 ; 
reply, 3 April, ib., ff. 167-8 ; Canning to Mrs. Huskisson, 26 April, ib. 37048, 
ff. 3-4 ; U.S., I, 115-18 ; Mercury, 17 Feb. 1826 ; Add. MS. 38761, ff. 181-2 ; 
cf. requisition of 1830, Mercury, 16 July, 1830,

1 He implies, however, that the Rail Roads Committee had already sent 
Huskissoii a prospectus and other statements. Gladstone to Huskisson, 
14 Nov. 1824, Add. MS. 38746, ff. 51-4.

3 Ib,; Gladstone's letter as a whole is very interesting. See also Geo. 
Grant to Huskisson, 5 Feb. 1825, asking him to present a petition in favour 
of the Bill. L.O.I'. (H.).
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Huskisson was himself a shareholder in the canals that 
had done so much for the counties of his birth and family. 
But though it was foreign to his mind to give fanatical 
support to an untried plan, he saw that trade depended 
upon communications, and that new means of extending 
them must be devised if business were not to be stifled

" ... In some shape," he wrote to a constituent, " additional 
accommodation is wanted for the . . . traffic. ... I feel it 
incumbent upon me to support any plan brought forward by 
my Constituents for conferring these advantages upon their 
Trade." 1

For honourable reasons, he declined, as a Minister, to 
sit on the Committees of the House which discussed the 
details of the Rail Road Bill, but in the House itself he 
supported it warmly on the general principle "of afford 
ing additional facility and accommodation to Trade," 2 
and when he had retired from office he exerted himself 
to smooth out difficulties with conflicting interests, such 
as that of the Sankey Canal. 3

Yet the chief danger to the Bill lay not in the Commons, 
but in the Lords. When this was realised the promoters 
turned once more to Huskisson and implored his aid. 
" Without it," wrote Moss in April 1826, " I feel con 
fident that it will be lost." " What chance can we, a few 
Liverpool Merchants, have against Lord Derby . . . who 
asks for votes as a personal favour to himself," 4 or, he 
might have added, against Lord Sefton, whose henchman, 
Thomas Creevey, denounced " the loco-motive Monster, 
. . . navigated by a tail of Smoke and Sulphur " ? 5 
" Much of our success in the Commons is ascribed to you 
and we must throw ourselves upon your Kindness for a

1 Add. MS. 38746, if. 139-42 ; what is apparently an earlier rough draft 
ft. 143-6 ; H.S., I, 230.

'U.S., II, 291-8; Add. MS. 38746, ft 139-42.
1 Huskisson to [? Wainewright] 7 April [? 1830], L.O.P. (H.).
«J. Moss to Huskisson, 12 April 1826. Add. MS. 38748, if. 15-16; cf. 

Moss's letter to Huskisson, 26 Nov. 1825, in L.O.P. (H.).
 Creevey to Miss Ord, 16 March 1825. Creevey I'apers, 429.



Huskissoii and Liverpool. 47

little help in the Lords." ' As a Minister Huskisson was 
unwilling to use open influence on behalf of a private bill, 
but he was an old hand, and he knew what to do. " Your 
Liverpool friends need not be alarmed," reported William 
Holmes, the famous Tory manager, to whom he had 
entrusted the work of rescue.

" For I pledge myself that they shall have 18 to 25 Peers in 
the Committee, and I really do not believe that there will be 
found 5 Peers to vote against them. I do not know what the 
Devil it is that alarms them. . . ." -

When the railroad neared completion in the summer of 
1830 Huskisson was ill. 3 In July a severe operation 
made it impossible for him to fight the general election in 
person, though the freemen returned him in his absence. 4

1 As in note 4 above. The first Bill had been defeated in Committee in 18.25.
2 Win. Holmes to Huskissoii [? 12 or ij] April 1826, Add. MS. 38748, f. 17. 

There was more excuse for Moss than Holmes would allow, owing first to the 
earlier vicissitudes of the bill, and second to the financial crisis of 1825 which 
occurred soon after the railroad was projected. Moss, however, seems to 
have distrusted Holmes. Moss to Huskisson, 26 Nov. 1826. L.O.P. (H.).

3 He was indisposed before the King's funeral, 15 July, but felt more 
decidedly ill during the ceremony, when it was too late to withdraw from the 
procession. Two days later he saw Martin and Copeland, who advised an 
operation, which Copeland performed. Add. MS. 38770, f. 109 ; U.S., I, 
219-20.

4 A meeting, presided over by Sir John Tobin, 5 July 1830, arranged for a 
requisition to Huskisson which was supported by some Whigs, including 
W. W. Currie and Kgerton Smith (of the Mercury), Mercury, 9 July 1830. 
There were 712 signatures. Text and Huskisson's reply, Ib. 16 July. A 
meeting of Huskissou's friends was held at the King's Anns, 21 July 1830, 
Sir John Tobin presiding, and a committee was appointed to manage the 
election. Mr. J. B. Yates asked for " a pledge that no bribery should be 
encouraged." Sir John replied, rather curiously, that " it would be very 
improper for him to give any such pledge." Mr. Robert Ritson gave an 
assurance that " not a shilling would be spent beyond the legal expenses of 
the election " ; Mr. Radcliffc confirmed it; and Yates withdrew his suggestion. 
Mercury, 23 July 1830.

A comic meeting at the York Hotel had three Chairmen in succession ; 
each of them was in succession ejected from the Chair ; and nothing was 
done. At the close Mr. Thos. Smith announced that a requisition to Mr. 
John Wright to be a candidate would lie at his ship for signature. Mercury, 
30 July 1830.

The surgeons would not permit Huskisson to contest the seat in person. 
A copy of their report (27 July), is in Add. MS. 38758, f. 216. His friends 
agreed that it would be inadvisable. Owing to Bolton's ill-health Tobin
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Alter the operation his convalescence was slow. But he 
felt compelled, though not yet perfectly recovered, to be 
present at the opening of the railway on 15 September. 1

would represent him at the Hustings. Tobin to Huskisson, 28 July, ib., 
ff. 217-18. Of Huskissoa's address there is a print, ib., i'f. 135-6 : see also a 
poster, ib. 38763, ff. 135-6.

At the election, 2 Aug., Huskisson, Gascoyne and Colonel Williams were 
proposed, Williams had the majority on a show of hands, but on the poll 
his voters were exhausted by 2.15, when he declined the contest and the poll 
was closed. The figures were, Gascoyne 191, Huskisson 185, Williams 83. 
Mercury, 6 Aug. 1830.

There was no significance, though some have professed to detect it, in 
Huskisson's figures falling below Gascoyne's. The explanation lies in the 
system of rotation by " tallies " upon which the poll was taken, and in the 
suddenness with which Williams gave up the poll. "... The opposition 
was feeble," Sir John Tobin reported to Huskisson, " and conducted with 
fairness and unexampled good humour. On the whole nothing could have 
been conducted with greater Satisfaction to your Friends, except as to the 
unfortunate cause of your absence, and that some accidental splitting from 
Colonel Williams' Bar, and our being deprived of our Tally at the last round, 
by the sudden closing of the i'oll, threw the numbers slightly in favour of 
the General. Your Friends however preferred to submit to the wishes of the 
Returning Officers in terminating the Election at once although they had 
three full Tallies at the Bar." 2 Aug. 1830, Add. MS. 38758, ff. 220-1. It 
should be noted that Huskisson's polls are much below Canning's because 
none of his elections were seriously contested. Between 1823 and 1830 
neither Huskisson nor Gascoyne was ever called upon to poll his full vote. 
The low polls are, therefore, in these cases a sign, not of weakness but of 
strength.

Another point of interest is that in 1830 Huskisson was supported at the 
Hvistings by Dr. Shepherd. Mercury, loc. cit.

A print of Huskisson's letter of thanks to his electors (6 Aug.) is in Add. 
MS. 38763, f. 134, and a curious memorandum, undated but written soon 
after the election, supplies au analysis of the views of many leading politicians 
in Liverpool, with comments. It was probably, though not certainly, com 
piled by Wainewright. Ib. 38762, ff. 285-8.

The Indenture of Return, 2 Aug. 1830, was between Peter Hesketh, Sheriff, 
of the one part, and Sir George Drinkwater, Mayor, and Charles Horsfall and 
Richard Hough ton, Bailiffs, of the second part. The "backers" were un 
usually numerous : James Bourne, John Bourne, Will. Foster, Jno. Wright, 
Peter Bourne, Thos. C. Porter, Win. Leece Drinkwater, Richd. Smith, Tho. 
Corrie, and Win. Statham. P.R.O., Writs & Returns, C. 219-207.

1 Recollections of July, August and September, 1830, by Mrs. Huskisson, 
Add. MS. 38770, ff. 109-11. He had a carriage accident soon after starting, 
ib., f. in ; he was so ill at Trentham that he kept his room most of the day, 
ib., f. 112 ; and at Liverpool his air of languor and indisposition was plain. 
He was the ;ruest first of Sir John Tobin at Oak Hill, then, on the night of 
I4th Sept., of Mr. Lawrence, Chairman of the Railway, at Wavertree Hall, 
ib., 112-14. Wainewright to Huskisson, 12 Aug., ib. 38758, ff. 224-5 ; Tobin 
to Huskisson, i Sept., ib. 391148, ff. 122-3.
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The fatal consequences are known. Huskisson, from 
childhood prone to accident, was still enfeebled by illness. 1 
He left the carriage during a halt, stumbled as he 
attempted to regain his seat, fell across the line, and was 
run over by a passing locomotive. 2 At nine o'clock that 
night he died in great agony at Eccles Vicarage. 3

Mrs. Huskisson desired that he should lie at Eartham, 
near the home he loved. 4 But public sentiment in 
Liverpool overruled her wishes. 5 And Huskisson, the 
simplest of men, was buried with great pomp at the New 
Cemetery in the Mount Quarry, before a great concourse 
of beholders. 6 Though Mrs. Huskisson has a call upon 
our sympathies it was possibly right that in death 
Huskisson should be surrounded by the affection of those

1 For the remarkable catalogue of his accidents see H.S., I, 44-5. There 
are a good many scattered allusions to some of them in the Huskisson MSS. 
See also Creevey to Miss Ord, 19 Sept. The Creevey Papers, p. 555.

2 Mrs. Huskisson's Recollections, as above, Add. MS. 38770, fi. 115-19; 
H.S., I, 233-5, which is founded thereon ; Crokor to Hertford [18 Sept.] ; 
Croker's Corr. and Diaries, II, 70-1 ; Mrs. Arbuthnot to Lady Shelley ; Diary 
of Frances Lady Shelley, II, 202 ; J. Calcraft's narrative as given by Creevey, 
op. cit., p. 555 ; Grevillc, Journal, II, 48-9, possibly derived from I.ady 
Cowper and 51-2 derived from Lord Granville. Newspaper and pamphlet 
accounts are too numerous to cite here.

3 Wainewright to the Mayor of Liverpool, 15 Sept. Printed in Spectator, 
18 Sept., p. 721.

4 H.S., I, 242: and see below, note 5.
'A meeting was held in the Town Hall, 16 Sept. A petition asking the 

Mayor to intercede for the burial of Huskisson in Liverpool was then drawn 
up. It is apparently in the hand of Edward Kushton. The Rev. Jonathan 
Brooks conveyed it to Eccles, where Mrs. Huskisson was with difficulty 
persuaded to consent to the proposal. The petition is printed U.S., I, 241-2. 
The original, together with a covering note from the Mayor, Sir George Drink- 
water, to Wainewright, is in Add. MS. 37048, fi. 5-11, I count 291 signatures 
to it: not 264 as stated in H.S., I, 242. But the statement there that it was 
Lord Granville who persuaded Mrs. Huskisson to consent is confirmed by a 
letter of 20 Sept. from Granville to Mrs. Huskisson. He was glad to hear 
from Littleton {afterwards Lord Hatherton and one of Huskisson's most 
intimate friends and correspondents) that she had safely reached Littleton's 
house at Teddesley. " On the Point on which you allowed my opinion to 
prevail over your anxious wishes and feelings, allow me to say that every 
moment's reflection upon it (and I have scarcely thought on any other subject 
since we parted), satisfies me more and more . . ." that the decision was 
right. Add. MS. 37048, ff. 39-40.

 There are many descriptions of the funeral, but it is sufficient to note that 
dated 24 Sept. which appeared in The Times and was reprinted in//. 5'., 1,243-50.

E
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whom he had served in life. 1 In his work for Liverpool, 
in the new standard of duty which, in a lax age, he set for 
men chosen to represent their fellows in the counsels of 
the nation, Huskisson not only did service in his time, but 
served also the future. His representation of Liverpool is 
a charge upon our gratitude.

1 A statue by Gibson, made in 1831-3, was erected over the grave (Fig. i) : 
another, sculptured later, was intended by Mrs. Huskisson for the Custom 

. House, Liverpool. When Gibson visited Liverpool in 1844, he found that 
there was no suitable place for it in the Long Room for which it had been 
intended. The statue was ultimately placed in Lloyd's, Royal Exchange, 
London.

When Mrs. Huskisson found there was no place for her gift indoors at 
Liverpool, she withdrew the marble and had it cast in bronze in 1848 by 
Muller at the Royal Foundry, Munich. This is the statue now before the 
Custom House, Liverpool. [Further particulars of Gibson's statues are 
given in Life of John Gibson, K.A., by Lady Eastlake, London, 1870, and 
Biography of John Gibson, K.A., by T. Matthews, London, 1911.] The monu 
ment in Chichester Cathedral is by Carew. There is a plaque of Huskisson, 
by Spencc, in the Atheiueum, Liverpool (Fig. 3). His portrait was painted 
by Lawrence, for Sir Robert 1'eel, and is reproduced in H.S., I ; by Graham 
for Mr. John Gladstone ; and by Richard Rothwell (Frontispiece), for Littleton. 
Littleton disliked the Lawrence. " I disliked the Head," he told Huskisson, 
" because it was represented with a Smirk, which if you ever have a smirk 
is not your smirk ... I prefer your countenance in its thoughtful mood. 
Mrs. Huskisson I fear differs with me. I will give her carte blanche as to 
position. But I must forbid any Poetry, as they call it, being thrown into 
either face, figure or Dress." Add. MS. 38758, If. 58-63.


