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THE OLD CUSTOM HOUSE, LIVERPOOL. 

By Eric Hurdicickc Ridcoitt.
Road 18th February, 1926.

THE story of tin 1 Old Custom House has mniv 
than an archaeological interest. Eor more than a 

century, perhaps the most important century in Liverpool 
history, the Custom House was intimately connected 
with the trade and progress of the town. Since the 
prosperity of Liverpool at this period depended almost 
entirely on its overseas trade, and all its shipping had 
to be cleared through the Custom House, this building, 
in its many expansions and alterations, was a tangible 
witness to the rapid increase of the commerce of the 
Port. The growth of the building both by internal re 
arrangement and by accretion is a vivid illustration of 
the innate conservatism of the central government, in 
credulously resisting the ever-increasing demands of the 
Liverpool Officers for more space and for greater expen 
diture, as though London could hardly believe its eyes 
and ears as it read and heard of the phenomenal growth 
of the port of Liverpool.

To some extent of course the size of a Custom House 
depends on the multiplicity of duties levied within its 
walls. Its bricks and mortar bear witness to the host of 
bounties and imposts and all the countless paraphernalia 
of the mercantile system. Hut in spite of the inevitable 
complications with which the Law Officers of the Crown 
struggled and wrangled in vain, and almost overshadowing 
them in complexity, were the innumerable new interests 
of Liverpool SI lipping. During the century under review, 
the African or Slave trade arose and fell, the tobacco, 
cotton, sugar and timber trades were firmly established, 
the American Colonies nourished and became in the eyes
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of the Revenue authorities a menace as the independent 
I'nited States. The century also witnessed the rise of 
the Isle of Man smuggling trade to its nefarious climax, 
the growth of the trade with the Mediterranean and the 
plague-infested Levant, the conversion of Britain into a 
manufacturing, wheat-importing country, and terminated 
only with the collapse of the many monopolies so dear 
to the political economists, notably that of the East India 
Company, and finally with the introduction of steam 
navigation. Add to all these the incessant wars when 
the. traders of the port turned pirate or ' privateers ' and 
sought to maintain by force of arms the commerce on 
which their being depended, with the multitudinous 
regulations this involved, and the expansion of the old 
Custom House is hardly remarkable.

Through the 1 courtesy of the Honourable Commissioners 
of f lis Majesty's Customs and Excise, I have been allowed 
access to sundry documents relating to the Port of Liver 
pool. Amongst these, preserved in the present Custom 
House at Liverpool, are the Letter Books containing 
copies of letters sent from the Honble. Board to the 
principal Officers at Liverpool, and those from the Officers 
to the Board. To the Commissioners then my thanks are 
due for so generously affording me facilities to consult 
their records. From this immense mass of MSS. the 
following account of the Custom House is mainly derived. 1

1 The Letters, from 171.! to iiS;^, .-in: copied into a series of volumes, 352 
in number, labelled 

" Board to Collector." 
" Collector to Hoard."

References to letters in the first scries are abbreviated thus e.g. L. 10 Oct. 
1715, and in the second Lpool. 12 Oct. 1715. The records, particularly 
in the earlier years of the eighteenth century, are unfortunately incomplete, 
hence in some instances the matters dealt with remain obscure. The defici 
encies, perhaps, are not to be wondered at when we read of the methods by 
which the Customs business was then conducted. We might assume from 
the following letter (13 May 1744) that until that date at least, no adequate 
provision had been made for the proper care of the records since the removal 
to the new Custom House.

" On having recourse to the Repository of the Old Books and papers of
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The Old Custom House, Liverpool. 5

Considerations of space forbid the reproduction of all the 
letters in full, and indeed such a course is hardly required. 
The older or more important letters are given in full, and 
the remainder quoted so far as is necessary to illuminate 
the history of the buildings.

At the time when the records commence, the Custom 
House, an insignificant building, stood at the bottom of 
Water Street, on the shore, opposite to the Tower. 1 Its 
successor, the Old Custom House, was built in 1721 -2, 
at the east end of the Old Dock. This building in time 
was superseded by the present building, one of the finest 
buildings on the city. With that remarkable aptitude

I

tins HutiM 1 (iii the 1 making out tin: long Account of Shipping, shortly to be 
transmitted to your Honors) I find them in very great Confusion, that the 
Ocassion of such Disorder has been the want of 1'roper Presses, &c. to assort 
them into when they arc laid up. I have therefore taken the Liberty to 
Enclose to your Honors ail estimate of the expense of fixing up some rough 
Boards for the purpose of keeping for the future the Books and Papers in a 
regular manner that when you are pleased to order any account to be 
transmitted to your Honors it may be done in a Shorter Time and with 
more Exactness."

These deficiencies arc the more to be lamented since most, if not all of the 
earlier records kept at I-ondon were destroyed in the disastrous fire at the 
Custom House in 1814 (L. 12 Feb. 1814). Thus at the nutports alone can 
anything like a complete series of eighteenth.century letters be found.

Xo such disaster occurred in Liverpool, the only accident recorded which 
might have caused great loss of life as well as destruction of historical docu 
ments occurred in 1802.

Lpool. 26 Jan. 1802. " On Thursday morning last, during a most tre 
mendous gale of wind, a stack of chimnies belonging to the Custom House, 
was blown down upon the roof of the Collector's Office which was instantly 
beaten in, and the Kings Chest forced nearly thro' the floor beneath, together 
with many official books and papers. Happily no lives were lost, but a 
variety of accounts which were in a state of preparation, together with many 
vouchers, and all the papers relative to the correspondence with your Honors 
were buried in the rubbish, or otherwise destroyed ; this event will therefore 
put a stop to the correspondence, and retard the transmission of our accounts 
and vouchers for a considerable time to come."

Fortunately there does not appear to have been the wholesale scrapping of 
obsolete records which occurred in other outports, the series of letter books 
being complete from 1715 to the present day.

1 Peet, " Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Ann," Trans. Hist. Soc. Lanes, 
and Chcs., lix, 56, notes the following assessment for 1708 : " Sylvester 
Moorcroft, Esq., p. ye Custom House ... £2 2 4," which at the rate of 
3<f. in the pound is about £90 p. ann.
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for effacing all traces of its past so characteristic of the 
town, both the earlier buildings were demolished in the 
last century. It is interesting, too, to remember that in 
erecting the present building, the citizens not only chose 
a most unsuitable spot, but at the same time buried, or at 
least filled up the grave of, their most notable early enter 
prise the Old Dock.

The construction of the Dock, the first in Europe, has 
been described, apparently as fully as the scanty records 
permit, by Tou/eau. 1

The first notice nf the use of this Dock found in the 
Letter Rooks is found in the following Letter from the 
Custom Mouse, London : " Application lias been made 
to us by Sir Thos. Johnson tor liberty to discharge a 
vessel belonging to him in (lie I >ock lately erected and 
Implied at your 1'ort lately arrived with a loading of 
Peals occ. . . . from Norway, ami the said Dock being as 
lit a Hedges in Strictness within the Limits of the Port for 
discharging Ships, You may permit the said Ship to dis 
charge in the 1 )ock as desired if yon have no real objection 
thereto and it will be no addit t ional charge to the Revenue."2 
The use of this new landing-place at once presented a 
crop of problems. In the first place, and an important 
consideration to the merchants, the Dock was not a legal 
quay. Thus a special permit, or sufferance, had to be 
obtained and granted by the Custom House before goods 
could be unloaded there. Attendance at unlawful quays 
involved, too, extra charges for the officer's attendance 
For the Revenue, an important consideration also arose, 
naiiuly the guarding of goods from the dockside to the 
Custom House Yard for examination, weighing and 
storage, pending the payments of the duties. " How 
can Revenue be secured," wrote the Board, 3 " by the

1 Touzcau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool, i, 379. See also Ramsay Muir, 
History of Liverpool, p. 176, for a description of the town and a bibliography 
of principal works relating thereto.

1 L. 3 Sept. 1715. 3 L. 27 Octr. 1715.
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method of Carrying the Goods through the Strand from 
the place of Landing to the place of Examination ? " It 
is an interesting sidelight on the times to realise how 
horror stricken were the Commissioners at the Collector's 
proposal in reply, 1 to establish an Officer at the end of 
Strand Street to act as guard. " We cannot apprehend," 2 
they say, " that one Officer can effectually secure such 
Goods from ye place of Landing &c without Imbczlcment.'' 
The further reply of the Collector unfortunately does not 
appear, but we learn from a report some years later " that 
officers on board ships in Dock send Ticketts with every 
Loading of Goods from thence to the Yard, with the 
Carters name, marks and numbers of each cask &c to be 
compared and Examined by the Proper Officers there." 3 
The method is noted since with a carelessness quite 
typical of the period no alteration had taken place in the 
status of the Dock as an unlawful quay in the intervening 
years. Nevertheless the Board were evidently willing 
to continue the practice of landing foreign goods there 
until a " New Custom House is built and the Keys of the 
Dock made free." "With an eye to economy however, 
they add : " But in regard to the Goods are landed at 
the new Duck for the accomodation of the. Merchants 
and the Dispatch of their Business we think it is reason 
able that they should be at the Charge of an Officer to 
attend the removal of Goods." 4

As a result of the opening of the Dock, proposals were 
made for the removal of the Custom House to a more 
eligible site. The first plan came from Mr. George Tyrer, 
and was laid before the Board in 1719, who directed the 
officers to consider the same : 

There having been laid before us a proposal of Mr Geo Tyrer 
for building a new Cm Ho at yr Port Inclose! we send you a 
copy of the said proposal and you may acquaint Mr Tyrer that

1 Lpool. 8 Deer. 1816. 
* Lpool. 5 Feb. 1720.

* L. 18 Deer. 1716. 
4 L. 16 Feb. 1720.
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we shall be willing to contract for the building of Cm Ho at the 
Dock provided the Rent thereof does not exceed the Rent of 
the present Cm Ho and that the person contracting agree to 
make the same conveniencies for officers Storehouses, and a 
burning Ho for damaged Tobacco as are at the Present Ho. 
with such further Convenyances as shall be judged necessary And 
take off the Lease of the present Cm Ho. And in case Mr Tyrer 
shall agree thereto you are to lay before us his proposal and yr 
opinions &c. . . .'

Evidently Mr. Morccroft heard of the proposed change, 
for two days later the Board sent the following letter to 
Liverpool : 2

Mr Norris and Mr Peters having laid before us a memorial of 
Mr Moorcroft, owner of the present Cm: Ho: at yr: port, pro 
posing the building a new Cm. Ho. at the Head, or Mast End 
of the Dock, fronting the gates of entrance thereof ; Inclosd we 
send you a Copy of the sd Memoriall with a Draught or Plan of a 
Cm. Ho. formerly transmitted by the sd Moorcroft and we 
direct you to consider the sd draught and in case Mr Moorcroft 
will engage to build a New Cm Ho at the East end of the Dock 
. . . itc. we shall be ready to take a lease thereof allowing him 
the same Rent as is paid for the present Cm Ho, provided Mr 
Moorcroft will discharge H.M. from the lease he has in the present 
Cm Ho and will either build a new house for burning damaged 
Tobacco or else grant a Lease of the Burning Ho made use of 
at present without any addition of Rent and if Mr Moorcroft 
agree thereto you are without loss of time to settle with him a 
draught of the Building and transmit it with plan . . . give 
time it will be finished.

Tn tin- meantime the Commissioners had consulted 
.Mr. Ripley, " an able builder on the Modell sent up by 
Mr. Moorecroft, and he has laid before us another plan 
of the Middle story and an upright which will not exceed 
the charge of Mr. Moorcroft"s." Below we give an abstract 
of Mr. Ripley's specification. 3

1 L. 23 June 1719. * L. 4 July 1719.
* L. 4 Aug. 1719.
Riplry was the architect of the Custom House, London, built in 1712 and 

Iwrnt down in 1814. This building was the subject of many well-known 
prints and engravings of the eighteenth century and was considered one of 
the sights of the city.



 ' >;    ''"'--f S " 1 'M ' '-i 7^-5 ~T 
r<" t '{*' * ? & I/ V'3r /-»i^ /~^» ^ i --* F*^ $»1 /^ ̂ sr s .7 D ,«~,

'-,   A:-."?: i-A-w? / w ^;^b ?»/ /^s?

THE OLD DUCK AND CUSTOM HOLSU. 

(From a Plan of the Town and Port of Liverpool by George Perry, 1769.)
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Mr. Ripley s observations on New Cm Ho. Abstract. 
Ought to stand clear of all other buildings. 
Chimneys are ill placed, as at side of building and must con 

sequently be as high as the Roof, will in any great wind bo 
in danger of blowing down. 

Arches of Archade much out of proportion, pillars which carry
front too slight. 

Archade too large occupies half ground floor.
New Plan by Ripley. 

Foundation of Out Walls 3 Bricks thick.
,, of partition walls aj

Cellar Story 8 feet high Clear. 
Next Story 10 
Out Walls of these 2 storys i\ Bricks thick. 
Partition wall ,, i. 
Story one pair of stairs \> feet high. 
Upper Story 8 
Out Walls These two i Bricks thick. 
Partition Walls ,, 1J ,, 
Parrapet Walls do.

I have not drawn a Turrit or Cupulo, but if i! be thought 
convenient the building will admit of it.

Archade or Piazza to be only betwixt Wing and Wing large 
enough.

I have fixt a scale to the design that they may find the bigness 
of every Room.

It was found however, as is usually the case, these 
alterations cost money, some £186 above the original 
estimate. Mr. Morecroft therefore, to compensate for 
this, demanded an extra rent of £25 per annum. Mr. 
Ripley, taxed with the matter, admitted that the altered 
plan would involve further expense, but justified it on 
the ground that " what he as proposed is necessary for 
the advantage and security of the building." But, ran 
the logic of the Commissioners, 1 " in regard the Huilding 
of the said Custom House is for the Ease and Acromo- 
dation of the Merchants, we cannot see any reason for 
Encreasing the Rent thereof; and therefore if Mr Moore-

1 L. KJ Mar. 1720.

-
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croft will forthwith enter into articles of Agreement with 
the Collr. on behalf of the Crown to compleat the same 
according to Mr. Kipleys Modell at the like Rent of 
£106 : 10 : o as is paid for the present Custom House and 
to grant a lease of 50 years as proposed by him with a 
Clause of Renewal on the same terms . . . You may 
prepare the Agreement &e . . ." The Commissioners 
for their part undertook to pray the Treasury to advance 
Mr. Morecroft £500, as he desired, to be deducted out of 
the growing Rents of the Custom House. As it had also 
been represented that the Collector proposed to retain 
the Tidesurveyor's and Tidesmen's Office and the Burn 
ing House and apartment for damaged tobacco on the 
old premises, Mr. Morecroft was allowed a rent of £14 
per annum for the same. Mr. Morecroft duly received 
his £500 and was directed to enter into a bond to 
repay the sum out of the first five years' rent of the 
buildings. 1

The estimate of the charge of fitting up the New 
Custom House is given in full, together with the Board's 
comments, the latter of particular interest in view of 
subsequent developments.

L. 3 Aug. 1721.
An Estimate of the Charge of Fitting up the New Cm Ho.

The Long Room.
A Press 9 feet wide & S^ feet high with folding doors & 

Partitions with shelves to keep the Books & Papers 
in .. . . .. .. .. .. ..^460

A New Clock (\vilh Change of the Old one value £2) . . 800
A New Writing Table with Drawers it Covering with 

Kersey edged with Leather & fitting up the Old 
Table & Pins to hang the Files on . . ..876

A Grate, Fire Shovell, Tongs, Poker & Fender . . 2 10 o

23 3 

1 L. 13 Septr. 1721.
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The Customers Office.
Two Presses at the Chimney side both made close £4 
A New writing table covered with Cloth & Drawers 4 
Three Chairs £1:2:6 & Ten yards matting.. 2 
A Stove Grate, Fire shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender . . 2

The Collectors Office.
A Press at the Chimney side with Doors shelves Par 

titions Hinges Bolt and Lock
For altering it Making an addition to the writing Table, 

Shelves & Pins
A Grate, Fire Shovell, Tongs, Poker & Fender
Three new Chairs (the old ones to servo in othor rooms)
Twelve Yards of Matting

The Comptrollers Office.
Shelves on both sides the Chimney with Partitions
The old Table to be mended & Covered & 2 drawers in it
Two Chairs
A Grate Fire shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender . . -2.

The Searchers &- Coastwaitcrs Office.
Shelves on both side the Chimney & Partitions
Addition to the Writing Table, Shelves cS: Pins
Three Chairs
A Grate Fire Shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender

The Land Surveyors Office.
A Grate Fire Shovell & Tongs Poker & Fender 
Shelves at the Chimney Piece & Pins for Files 
Addition to the old \Vriting Table & Covering 
Three Chairs

The Landwaiters Office.
Shelves on each side of the Chimney and Making an

addition to the old table & covering it 
A Grate Fire Shovell & Tongs Poker & Fender

IX

o o
o o
2 1

O O

12 2 IO

r 10 
i i

15 
o

5 6

4 15

4 10 
i o

o 
o 
6 
o

9 16 6

I 10 O

I 10 O

o 16 6 
200

5 16 6

I O O

I I O O

i 10 o
15 o

5 10 o
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Two Store Rooms for Dry Goods.
Shelves Pins & Other Conveniences . . . . ..^500
Great Cellar Stillages .. .. .. .. ..300
Shelves & Stillages in the Other Cellars . . . . 400

12 O O

[Total £78 10 4.]

" We have had under consideration the Letter of yth Ulto 
with an Estimate of the Charge of fitting up and providing 
Necessaries wanting for the severall offices in the New Custom 
House. . . . Observing that you have laid out more rooms & 
mentioned more Chairs than are wanting for the Service of some 
of the Offices . . . We have caused the enclosed account to 
be drawn out of what we consider necessary to be done and pro 
vided for the Service i^o. . . . which you may cause to be done 
i\: provided accordingly ; . . . and that there can be no Ocassion 
for the Consulting Room, whereby will be saved to the Crown 
^23 : 10 : 6, being of opinion that one office will be sufficient 
for the Searcher and Coast waiters and one for the Surveyors, 
besides what may be saved out of the Article £8 for exchanging 
the Old clock for a new one which we think is a very unreason 
able demand for a plain Clock. . . . And you are to place the 
Charge of £j& 110:4 after deduction of what can be saved in 
the Article of the Clock to the Collectors acco't of Incidents, 
&i-. . . ."

Whilst building was proceeding the Collector pointed 
out that there was a great want of sheds in the yard at 
the New Custom House for the preservation of Tobacco 
and other perishable goods from the weather as they 
were landed, and suggested that suitable buildings might 
be erected for about £50 or £()<>.' The Board, however, 
asked whether " Tarpawlins " might not be provided for 
the purpose.'- The reply to this is not to be found, but 
in a subsequent letter 3 the Commissioners express the 
opinion that if the ' Keys ' in front of the Custom House 
are made free (i.e. legal quays) there should be no need 
of sheds in the yard since the goods might be examined

1 Lpool. 3 Nov. 1721. " L. 9 Nov. 1721. 
3 L. 17 Apl. I7JJ.
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either as they were landed or in the Custom House itself. 
In any event they conclude, if sheds were used in the 
yard at the Old Custom House and had been provided 
there by the Landlord, then he should provide the same 
facilities in the new building according to the terms of his 
agreement. 1 The letter in which these observations are 
made, it is interesting to note is dated 17 April 1722, and 
is in reply to the Collector's letter of the .|th <>f the 
preceding December. " The Commissioners observing" 
from the latter, they write, " that the New Custom House 
being finished, the Landlord left the Keys thereof with 
the Collector at Midsummer last, we direct that you 
remove the Officers there without further loss of time, as 
we expected you had done before, and in regard the keys 
were delivered to the Collector at Midsummer, we think 
it reasonable and direct accordingly, that you pay the 
Rent of the New Custom House &c. from Midsummer, 
but the Rent of the old Custom House to cease from that 
time." Furthermore, they continue, "having had re 
course to our Letter of 3rd August last directing the 
several Offices in the new Custom House to be 1 fitted up 
we are at a loss to know what you mean by saying in 
your above letter that the Christmas Holydays wou'd be 
a proper time to litt up the several Offices with the Old 
Materials." The Collector thereupon made excuse that 
it would not be convenient to remove the Officers to the 
New Custom House " for that the Goods must be carried 
from the Dock to the Old Custom House until the Keys 
are made lawful." 2 "We direct," replied the Board, 
" that, in regard the Goods are now landed at the Dock 
by Sufferance, that the Officers do attend and examine 
them there, which will lessen the present charge both to 
the Revenue and the Merchants. And we do expect that 
the Officers be removed accordingly without further loss

1 Sheds were, however, authorised by the Board, to be built at a cost of 
£52 us. on 7 June 1722. 2 Lpool. 20 Apl. 1722.
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of time, letting the Landlord know that \ve shall abide 
by our former decision of paying Rent for one Custom 
House only." J In spite of this determination however, 
we learn from a subsequent letter 2 that Mr. Silvester 
Moorcroft had presented a Memorial setting forth that 
the old Custom house was not quitted until May 1722, 
that the glass in the Windows had not been left in repair, 
according to the lease, and claiming the sum of £92, being 
a year's rent of the Old building. The Board ordered 
the windows to be repaired and authorised the payment 
of the rent claimed. 3

In the meantime, so much had the business of the 
Customs increased that the Collector wrote on the loth 
May 1722 that the " Landsurveyors were in want of 
room in their Office for Chests and Presses for securing 
the Landwaiters' Books and other accounts distinct," par 
ticularly when we recollect the whittling down of accom 
modation when the Offices were first equipped (p. 12). 
The Commissioners thereupon directed the Surveyors to 
be allowed " the Room adjoyning to their present Office 
as was at first intended for the better Dispatch of their 
Business." 4 However, by a little ingenuity the " Sur 
veyors have divided their present Office that each of 
them has a Large Closett Inclosed and a sufficient Room 
besides and a place at each end of the Chimney with two 
large Presses which will hold all their Books and Papers 
for many years, that their < Md Books and Papers may be 
put into an upper Room with others, and ther being 
great Occassiou for the Room, (propsd to be added to the 
Surveyor's Office) to hold Dry Goods and East India 
Goods of which it is now lull," wrote the Collector re 
questing approval, 5 which was duly given. 6

The Old Custom House has attracted but little attention 
rom local historians. Richard Brooke, F.S.A., in that

1 I.. 24 Apl. 1722.   L. 22 Nov. 1722.
3 L. 24 Dec. 1722.   L. 14 Aug. 1722.
6 Lpool. 17 Aug. 1722. ' L. 16 Oct. 1722.
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picturesque and vivid narrative of Lirerpwl in the Last 
Quarter oj the Eighteenth Century tells us that the Custom 
House
was a brick building, with slightly projecting wings ; the angles 
and windows were ornamented with stone. It had the royal 
arms carved in stone, in front, and was entered by a wide flight 
of steps in the centre, through arches, into an arcade or piazza, 
out of which several doors opened, and a staircase led to the long 
room which was above the piazza, and to several other offices. 
The Custom House yard and warehouse, the latter fronted Para 
dise Street, were at the back, and access to them for carts was 
obtained by a passage on the south side of the Custom House. 
The whole were pulled down in 1839, when the new Custom 
House in Canning Place was opened 1 (p. 74).

Brooke, by the way, is the only historian to give a list 
of the Collectors of the Port of Liverpool, from 1698 to 
1823. A complete list now hangs in the Collector's 
room in the present Custom House. Enfield's account 
of the building in 1773 was supplemented by what is 
apparently the most accurate existing picture of the 
building, by Burdett, circa 1771, and from which 1 Irnlmun 
and others have copied (Fig. 5).'-

The Custom House, conveniently situated at the east end of 
the Old Dock is a neat brick building, ornamented at the angles 
and windows with stone. A small flight of steps in the front leads 
to an open lobby or piazza, above which is the Long Room, or 
chief place for transacting the business of the Customs, with 
other offices. Behind the building is a spacious yard with proper 
warehouses ; except that for East India goods, which is com 
plained of as much too small for the purpose. 3

Finally there is the anonymous history of Liverpool, 
published in 1795, and attributed to Wallace, quite the

1 Richard Brooke the Antiquary (1791-1861) was the second son of Richard 
Brooke (1761-1852), who was in the Customs Service at Liverpool. He was 
in 1825 Clerk to Collector Elias Arnaud, and lived then at 62 Rodney Street. 
See also Trons. Hist. Hoc. Lanes, and Ches., 62, 178.

1 "The plate is from an original drawing taken by the author previous to 
its removal, and 15 said to be the best view of the building extant." W, 
Herdman's Piclnrial Relics of Ancient Liverpool (1856), p. 52.

' Enfield, History of Liverpool, 1773, p. 59.
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raciest local history it has been my pleasure to read. 
The Custom House, he says, " is situated on the east side 
of the Old Dock, it has nothing to recommend it to notice 
except the conveniences for the purposes to which it is 
intended ; a good flight of steps leads you through a 
small arcade into a sort of open vestibule, or lobby which 
connects with the different offices below stairs, from 
whence are two small projections, or wings, the building 
is brick, ornamented at the windows and angles with 
stone ; there is the king's arms in the centre, and on the 
top a flagstaff, on which colours are occasionally hoisted ; 1 
above stairs is the long room and other convenient 
offices, behind the building is a good yard and large 
extensive warehouses, properly calculated to answer every 
purpose for which they may be designed." 2

One series of letters which incidentally throw some 
light on the life of Liverpool during the early part of the 
eighteenth century are those dealing with the guard of 
the Custom House. Mr. Yawmb, an Inspector-General, 
found in 1718 that a person was employed to watch in 
the Old Custom House on the Strand every night at a 
cost of £36 a year, but as a watch was also kept in the 
Custom House Yard the charge in future would be dis 
allowed by the Hoard. 3 Further, they ordered the 
Collector to " let one of your own servants lye in the 
House for its Security which will save the Charge to the 
Crown. . . . Agreublc to your desire you may provide

1 Occasionally perhaps, since on gth May 1775 the Collector writes for 
" a Flagg to Hoist on the Custom House on His Majesty Birthday and other 
Holidays, that which has been used many years being now quite worn out 
and blown to pieces " ; and again gth June 1775, " P.S. Not having received 
any answer to our Letter of gth May we shall not have a Flagg to hoist on 
the Kings Birthday unless the Order conies soon." No reply is recorded !

- History of Liverpool, published by R. Phillips, I7g5, p. 98. From notes 
inserted in the copies in the Picton Library, Liverpool, we learn that this 
book was attributed to J. Wallace on the authority of Fishwick. A Lancashire 
Library; also attributed to William Moss by Thorn. Liverpool Churches and 
Chapels, 1854, p. 65, and Hi's/. Trans. i'or. Lanes, and Ches., 5. 14 (1853).

a L. 6 Dec. 1718.
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a Blunderbuss for the Better Security of the Custom 
House."

In 1723 the Commissioners taxed the Collector ' with 
employing Thomas Nock, a Tidesman, "as Housekeeper 
whereby he is taken from his duty . . . report how you 
came to take upon you to employ this Tidesman as House 
keeper ... it being more properly the business of a 
Woman to clean the Custom House" and ordered him 
to report " what allowance it will be proper to make a 
Woman." They concluded with the remark that "It 
is the Duty of the Collr. and Compr. to take care of the 
opening and shutting the Doors of the Custom House 
according to the Ancient Rules of the Court of Exchequer 
agreable to the Practice of all the other Ports, not trusting 
the Keys to other Persons."

Unfortunately the Collector's reply is not preserved, 
but " as it appears that the making of fires and cleaning 
the Custom House has been done by one of the Porters 
without any charge to the Crown " the practice might be 
continued.'- A subsequent letter directs an Assistant to 
be employed in the Yard at a salary of £20 a year, and 
that Thomas Nock, who was paid £30 a year, was to be 
employed as a Tidesman, " unless he chooses to quit that 
employment for work in the yard." :1 Apparently he did

capacity, for John Hewitt was 
I Keeper until his death on 2.|th 
The Collector was subsequently 

advised that Richard Whalley had been appointed to till 
the vacancy. He, however, had not appeared on loth 
September so the Collector suggested that " Richard 
Barker, an old servant of mine," might take the post. 
" If said Barker were in Air Whalley's place he should 
lodge in the Custom House in the Bed that belongs to 
the Custom House and would be of great Service and

not choose to act in that 
appointed Assistant Yan 
July of the same year.'

1 I.. 5 Jan. 1722/3. 
3 I.. 4 Apl. 1723.

2 I.. 22 Jan. 1722/3. 
  Lpool. 10 Sopr. 1723. 

C
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Safety to me and also to the House in case of Fire, &c., 
and all my Clarks are married men and Cannot Lodge 
there, so there is none at all yet that has lodged in the 
New Custom House." In a postscript he adds, " This 
Richard Barker Watchd a great many nights and first 
discovered the fraud of the Porters Imbez/ling Tobacco 
that should have been burnt for which they now are all 
turned out very lately." 1 In spite of these qualifications 
" John Richers - being recommended to us a litt person 
to be Noon Tender and Yard Keeper at Your Port " was 
appointed. 3

Three years later the Collector reported that since 
the removal to the New Custom House the extra and 
unnecessary expense in watching the building was £40 
a year " One Person every night and sometimes two 
paid 2/- per night each for watching in one of the offices 
below stairs, which service might in our opinion be much 
better performed if Mr Richards who is now Yard Keeper 
and employed at £20 p. annum by way of Incidents was 
allowed £10 p.a. for living constantly in the Custom 
House, and as ther is now a bed belonging the Crown 
and bought for that purpose lixd up in an office on the 
same floor with the Collector's where the cash is kept 
this woucl much better answer the design of watching 
and thereby £30 per annum be saved to the Crown." ' 
The total saving of course would be £20 a year.

The Commissioners however decided to allow Mr. 
Richards only £5 a year for the extra duty.3 It is hardly 
surprising that he petitioned the Board some time later 
for an increased salary. The petition, as was usual in 
such cases, was referred to the Collector for his com 
ments, who reported" that "we have examined the

1 Lpool. 10 Si-pr. 1723.
1 Variously described in later letters as Richars and KicharJs. A Noon 

Tender took the place of a Tidesman at the ' dinner hour." 
3 L. 28 Septr. 1723. 
1 Lpool. 18 Mar. 1725/6. ° L.   April 1726. ' Lpool. 20 Oct. 1730.
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allegations therein set forth and do find that in April 
17^0 the night watch in the Custom House here was dis- 
cintinued by which the Government saved near £70 p. 
an only with the expense of £5 addition to the Sallary of 
ye 1'etitr. for lodging in the Custom House, who before 
that regulation had the benefit of watchin in his turn 
with the Extr(aordinary) Porter in the Cust" 1 11° who 
were paid 2/- a night by which he got at least £5 p. an, 
therefore the above mentioned addition which he got for 
the trouble of lodging in the Custom House did not in 
the least augment the Income which he had before, 
therefore in consideration of that and his other Trouble 
of keeping an account in a Book of all Goods that comes 
into the yard to be examined for Exportation according 
to the forme given him in July 1726, we are humbly of 
opinion he may deserve an addition of £5 p. ami. to his 
present allowance." The Collector was directed to pay

John Kichars " an additional allowance of £5 p. 
annum " to make up his Salery £30 p. aim." '

On the 30th November 1736 the Collector sent the un 
welcome news of a robbery at the Custom House in the 
lollowing letter : 

On the 14th lust, when the officers went into one of the Cellars 
under the Cm Ho. to appraise a parcel! of Knumorated Goods 
which were lodged therein, being seized by several officers in 
order to be condemned before the Justices of the Peace, some of 
them observed a broken bottle, and some loose pieces of Soap 
to be under one of the Windows, which gave some suspicion of 
Theft and upon examining the quantities of the Different Species 
of Goods which was lodged in the said Cellar, We find to be want 
ing Ninety Two glass Bottles containing Twenty one gallons of 
Rum, and three fourths of a gallon of Brandy, and 126 Iwt Soap 
which goods we find must be Conveyed through one of the Win 
dows by putting a Child thro betwixt the Iron Barrs who must 
hand the same thro to their accomplices without the Cellar, for 
we tried a Boy of about o or 10 years Old and he could get through 
betwixt the said Barrs, Therefore we presume it was not possible

1 L. i" Nov. 1730.
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to be got out of the Cellar any other manner of way, for the doors 
and both the Locks were very secure and had not received the 
least prejudice ; And the Windows and Iron Barrs to the same 
were just as they had been ever since the house was built. But 
we have got them made closer now and we presume perfectly 
secure against all attempts. The reason we did not acquaint 
yr Honrs sooner of this piece of Villainy was waiting to see if we 
could make any discovery of the Kogues, the Collr having pub 
lished a reward of five guineas for the discovery of any person 
concerned therin, besides using all other endnvours possible 
but to noe manner of purpose. . . .

The Commissioners " not being satisfied from the Accot 
you have sent up that the Wareho. has been robbed as 
you suppose, apprehending the Goods may have been 
embezled by the Persons whom the Collr. has trusted 
with the Care of the Wareho ; therefore he will be sur- 
charg'cl with the [Efficiency unless we receive a more 
Satisfactory Account of the Affair.

"And We direct the Deputy Customer cc Landsur- 
veyors to join with you in a further an more particular 
Examination how this happened <!v what Care is taken to 
prevent h.mbezzlemenls o! tlh> Kind either by 1 lesion or 
neglect of 1he Persons entrusted with the Wareho. 
with all other Circumstances and Report the same to Us 
with your observations and opinion on the whole for our 

er I Erections." '

I lie lollowing was the reply received by the Board: 

Lpool. 11 brer. 17j<>.
. . . No Neglect or Kmbex/lement is any ways chargeable 

on the Persons intrusted with the care of the Warehouse, who 
are Mr James Halt on, one of the Collectors Clerks, and Mr 
Hi my llanuT, the Depty. Comptrollers Clerk. They have 
joint Locks on every Warehouse door ; and each of them attend 
both at the taking in anil delivering out of all goods, and we 
have no reason to doubt of their Honesty or Carefullness. W7e 
are not able to come to the knowledge of the time when the 
Goods were Stoic, nor can we find that they were ever missed

1 L. 9 Dec. 1/36.
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before Oct 14 Last, when the Excise Officer, (who keeps an account 
of the Excizeable Goods in the Warehouse and stocks the same) 
was with the said Collectors Clerk appraising some Enumerated 
Goods to be condemned before the Justices of the Peace. They 
then found that there was a considerable number of bottles taken 
from two parcells of the Rum, and looking about they observed 
some casks which stood under one of the windows that looks 
into the Yard, were very Dirty, seeming to have been trampled 
on, which gave them a suspicion that the Thief must have come 
in at that window and upon further examining the same there 
appeared to be too large a space between the Iron Barrs and the 
wall, then looking, more narrowly, about the Cellar, they found 
under the Window fronting the Dock a Wedge of Sope and two 
broken bottles, one whereof had a little Rum left in it ; and 
upon further examination they mist the rest of the goods men 
tioned. Whrewith they immediately acquainted the Collr. and 
Compr. ; who on viewing the Window-, tryed if a boy of about 
9 or 10 years of age could get in at, which he did pretty easily. 
Therfore we are of opinion, that some boy had in the night 
time got in at that window in the yard and conveyed the goods 
out at the other fronting the Dock, which is wide enough to 
hand out such things as common Glass Bottles and wedges of 
Sope, tho not for a person to get in or out at ; the former window 
is since built up with llvii'k-i. there being light enough in the 
Cellar without it. \\V n o oinmend the Building of a Ware 
house in the Yard behind the Custom House and a Vault under 
neath the same both which are very much wanted here in our 
humble opinion, the first for security of all East India Goods 
which are brought hither for exportation, and other dry Goods 
that may be seized which are too Bulky and heavy to be Carried 
up two pair of Stairs over the Long Room and the Collrs. Office, 
and the latter to secure wines and such other goods as are not 
proper to be put in the present Cellars under the Custom House 
which are so very Damp by having water almost constantly 
in them that they often Damage and sometimes quite Spoile 
such goods. &c.

J. c.
John Colquitt, 
Richard Aldersey, 
William Sims, 
Richard Kelsall, 
Thomas Legg.
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The Commissioners " being Satisfied from the Account 
of this Affair " represented in the above letter that there 
really had been a robbery, agreed to the surcharge on the 
Collector being taken off. They were however of opinion 
that the " reward already ofterd by the Collector for the 
Discovery of the Persons concerned in this Robbery 
[was] too little, therefore direct you to offer in the most 
publick manner a Reward of Twenty Pounds in order to 
the finding out and apprehending the offenders and to 
continue your utmost endeavours for that purpose." 1

Lpool. 8 Apl. 1737. Notwithstanding the Reward Offered by 
yr Hours Directions of ye 4th jan last for yc Discovery of any 
person concerned in ye Robbery at yc Warcho here yet on ye 
3oth ult when ye sale was of ye enumerated Goods contan'd in 
a Writt of Delivery transmitted by yr Honrs. of 8th ult, the 
officers having reason to goe into ye Cellar that was robbil in 
Octr. last, they found a large Quantity of Soap wanting which 
had been put in one of yc partitions in ye aforesaid Cellar, and 
was only brot in there as a Sz of ye 171)1 ulto., containg 180 Iwt. 
of Soap and of which there is 178 Ib wt Stolen away, and not 
withstanding there was several other parcels of Soap and Liquor 
in ye sd Cellar yet we dont find there is anything else taken 
away which we presume must be for want of Time, they not 
returning to take but a little in one Night for ye offrs had been 
in that Cellar about 2 or 3 days before and did not observe any 
thing missing then. There was three Windows in ye yard out 
of ye Cellar and upon ye late Robbery we caused two of ye same 
to be made up with Bricks and Mortar and ye third was secured 
with Iron Barrs and a Strong wooden shutter in ye inside with 
a Barr to ye same which we did psumc was full as safe as those 
that were bricked up but was left soe for ye Conveniency of 
being opened to give in Light when any goods were taken in or 
given out of ye sd Cellar and upon examining which way ye 
Soap wu'd be conveyed away we found the Shutter seemed to 
have been prized open as if done with an Iron Crow till they 
got yc Barr in ye inside out of ye Stone into which it went near 
Two inches and ye Soap appeared to be handed out of ye Window 
which is to ye front of ye house as formerly. We have now made 
up that window and all ye windows into any of ye Cellars that

1 L. 4 Jan. 1737.

I
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arc backwards and we have also renewed ye Advertisement 
again of ye Reward offerd by Yr Honrs and made what enquirey 
we possibly can but as yet without any success nor can we appre 
hend nor conceive any reason why the Cellars shoud be Robbed 
now more than ever since ye Custom House was built only it 
has plainly appeared that there has been more Theft by Ware 
houses and Shops being broke open in this Townc this Winter 
than ever was known before for even ye Churches has not escapd 
one of them being broke open and some of ye Plate stole from 
thence and no discovery yet made. 1

The Reason of our not acquainting yr Ilonr sooner was in 
hopes of making some Discovery which we now fear is in vain 
to expect.

As nothing further is recorded we must, conclude that 
the thieves were never discovered. In this the officers 
were less successful than some thirty years later, when 
the Offices were broken into and money taken. The 
accounts of this robbery and of the subsequent capture 
of the offenders afford an interesting sidelight on the 
times and are reproduced as fully as space will permit in 
the following extracts from the letters.

In this connection it is perhaps pertinent to mention 
an episode in the life of William Richers, which may or 
may not have some bearing on the apparent case with 
which the theft was committed. It was reported in 
February 1766, 2 that he " is now in Goal for Debt and 
has been ever since the a8th ulto. of which we esteem it 
our duty to acquaint you." The Commissioners in 
reply 3 merely desired to know '' whether there is any 
probability of his settleing his affairs so as to return to 
his Duty." The Collector's report was not encouraging.

1 Note Easter Vestry Meeting (Lpool. I'cstry Books, I, 118) orders Overseer 
to pay Charges of prosecuting Eves and Flctcher &c. for sevl robberies &c. 
. . . and it being represented that sevl offenders escape for want of prosccu- 
tin . . . expenses shall be paid out of Poors Tax. . . . And town now so 
large and extensive that one watch not sufficient for Town two districts made 
one north of Water and Dale Sts and one South . . . housekeeper of each 
district shall watch by turns or house row or find and pay for watches &c. . . .

1 Lpool. 28 1'eby. 1766. 3 L. 6 March 1766.
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" There is a probability of his soon being released from 
his present confinement," he wrote, "but he is so much 
involved in debt that we apprehend he will not be long 
out of a Goal." J Still the Board were not moved, 
merely directing the Collector to report to them when he 
returned to Duty, in the meantime to take care that the 
service did not suffer. 2 The last reference we find to 
the matter is the report that Richers was released on 
the i3th March/1

Information of the robbery was conveyed to the Board 
in llii' following letter :

Lpool. 14 J unu i/OO. Last night sonic Villain got iutu the 
Long Room of the Custom Ho. and broke into the Collrs Office 
by taking out a Panm-l! of the Door and have stole /i8o out of 
the Clerks Drawer \\liii h was received for the Duty on Wine 
about 4 oclock, the cash had been settled and a large sum of 
money put into the Chest, before no danger was apprehended 
as a considerable sum of money was also kept in \\\<- same Office 
on account of Light Duties and Mediterranean 1 'asses which 
unfortunately shared the same fate, to the amount in the whole 
of upwards of ^500 every method is takeing to find out the 
Offenders, inclose! yr Honors will receicve two advertisements 
which \\r have caused to be distributed about the Town and 
Country in the absence of the Collr who is abroad by yr Honors 
leave.

F. H., L. S., R. A.
Out of the drawers was also taken upwards 
of £So the property of Messrs Hatton and 
Wilson Clerks to the Collr.

Two days later the Collector writes : 

A Man having absconded from this Town who answers the 
description given in the inclos'd advert and there being great 
reason to beleive he is the Person who robbd Cm Ho on Sat. 
Morning last we have by this express wrote to Sir John Fielding 
to use his endeavour to apprehend him it being supposd he is 
gone to London we have also wrote to the Collrs and Comprs 
of all the Principal Ports &c. . . .«

1 Lpool. ii March 1766. * L. 5 A pi. 1766. 
' Lpool. 8 Apl. 1766. * Lpool. 16 June.
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On the following day, " Smith was apprehended at 
Chester by two Serjcants of Cheshire Militia who im 
prudently let him escape." But " a diligent search is 
making after him by the Officers of the Customs and 
Militia." The thief had taken the precaution of altering 
" his dress, and left his clothes described in advertise 
ments of i6th inst at the Yatch Inn in Chester." ' After 
two more days the Collector was able to report that : 

Lpool. 2otli June. On Wednesday last at S a.m. Smith 
was taken at \Vrexham by Mr \Vm Griffiths Lanilwr and his 
son (of Chester) who had been in pursuit of him all the night 
before, they found about him ^359 I 6. remainder of Money 
it is supposd he has made use of having bought Cloathes and 
other things to amount of £80 or upwards. He was brought 
here the same evening and examined before the Mayor of this 
Town, his examination was very evasive, last night he confessed 
the robbery to the Turnkey and told him he had an accomplice 
but woud not then discover who he was, this morning he was 
committed to Lancaster Goal. \Ve cannot avoid mentioning to 
yr Honors how remarkable active Mr Griffiths has been in this 
affair and how much we are indebted to that gentleman for this 
mans detection the Money is lodgd in the Kings Chest with Mr 
Griffiths seal in order to be produced at Trial.

The Commissioners had apparently not heard the good 
news for they wrote on the 2oth that " the putting the 
Kings Money in a private drawer is highly Improper, and 
that the Coll r - must be answerable for the loss of the 
Crowns Money." 2 They stated further, that "it ap 
pearing by an advertisement, which you inform us you 
have caused to be distributed on this occasion, that one 
of the Watchmen belonging to your Port, took a Ladder 
from a Person the morning the Custom House was robbed, 
We direct you to charge him with suffering the said 
Person to escape." The Collector thereupon informed 
the Board that " the Watchman does not belong to the 
Customs but is one of the Towns Watchmen who was 
examined before the Mayor on the day that Smith was

1 Lpool. IS June. L. 20 June.



26 The Old Custom House, Liverpool.

taken. Hi- lias sworn that he verily beleives he was the 
Person from whom he took the Ladder that morning, and 
he is bound over to appear at next Lancaster Assizes." 1 
Later, he wrote stating that he had " replaced in the 
Kings Chest £179 12 3^ of the Kings Money, which 
(in his absence) was stole " and that " as he would be a 
great Sufferer by this Robbery" he begged that the 
Prosecution might be carried on at the Kings charge. 2 
The Board however, " having fully considered the same, 
cannot comply with this request." 3 Finally,  

Lpool. 5 Septr. 1766. Cornelius Melton alias Jno Brown 
alias Jno Smith, the Villain who entered and robb'd the Cm Ho 
  was at the last Assizes at Lancaster convicted of the Burglary ; 
I have therefore taken the liberty of sending to yr Honrs the 
Inclosd Hill of Charges amounting to the sum of ninety four 
pounds six shillings and fourpence which has been actually 
paid lot M|>]>rehending and convicting the said Smith to the 
Truth of which Mr \\'m Wilson (one of my Clerks who disbursd 
the Money) hath in.nlr o.ilh. MS tin- liurglary was an offence 
distinct from the Felony and for which (had there been nothing 
Stole) I make no doubt yr Honrs woyld have orderd a Prosecn 
Mini MS 1 sluill be a considerable sufferer by the Robbery, beside 
the Mbovcmciitioned charges which have been disbursed with 
the utmost frugality, I humbly pray yr Honrs will take the same 
into consideration and grant yr Order for repaying the sd sum. 
Smith in consequence of his Sentence passed by the Judge was 
hangd and is hung in Chains near this Town as an example to 
deter other Villains from attempting the like here or elsewhere. 
A Reward of £60 was advertised for apprehending the said 
Smith and Mr Griffith and his son who took him refusing the 
reward, the Judge orderd the ^40 payable on the Conviction 
of a person found guilty of Burglary to be paid to them. I 
flatter myself that yr Honrs cannot think my request unreson- 
able. J. C.

Since this Letter was wrote Mr Gildart the Town C'lerk has 
sent me the inclosd Bill Amtg to £'3 14 4 which is not yet paid. 

£94 f< t 
3 't -I

1 Lpool. 23 June 1766. * Lpool. 8 July 1766. * L. 2.( July.
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Perhaps the surprise of securing a conviction melted 
the Board, or perhaps the previous stern attitude was 
merely to stimulate the Officers to greater exertions, but 
for whatever reason, they agreed, " under the particular 
circumstances of the Case, to the Coll r taking Credit for 
the aforesaid Sum in his Accot of Incidents ... it 
appearing that Mr Griffith . . . refused to accept tin- 
reward of £60 . . . you are to acquaint him that we 
commend his disinterested behaviour on this Occasion." x

The incident was not entirely closed, for three years 
later the Collector wrote : "

Some wicked evil designd persons have taken down and 
Carrycl off the Body of John Smith who was hung in chains 
upon the shore near this Fort for robbing the Cm Ho on Friday 
ye 13th June 1766 of which we thought proper to acqt yr H. 
that if you think it worth while you may advertise a reward 
for the discovery of the Person or persons concernd on Saturday 
the ist day of this month in the- Night, &c.

There is no trace of reply to this communication.
The continually increasing African Slave Trade had by 

this time swelled to such dimensions that the Warehouse 
accommodation at the Port was found to be grievously 
deficient. The slaves were largely purchased in Africa 
with East India Goods. As the East India Company 
had then a monopoly for importing these wares into 
Great Britain, in order to support that monopoly, and 
to prevent smuggling, such goods might only be imported 
into London. Again the goods were subject to high

1 L. 10 Octr. 1766. * Lpool. n April 1769.
The following example of economy is of interest: 
Liverpool, 22 Octr. 1769. Yesterday died Joseph Windle the person 

employed at this Port in making of fires, Sweeping the Rooms, carrying the 
Letters to and from the Post Office &c, for which service he was paid i /6 
per day (the pay of an extra Porter) if your Honors have ne objection we 
propose to employ Mary, the Widow of the aforesaid Jo Windle to do the 
said Business, which is as proper for a woman as a man, and she will under 
take it at i /- per day which will be a saving to the Revenue of about £8 per 
ann. and doing a great Act of Charity to the Widow and four fatherless children.

L. 17 Nov. 1769. We agree thereto. . . .
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duties, whilst the silks and fabrics were naturally in 
great demand in England. It was therefore forbidden 
to import them even coast wise to other ports, hence 
all the materials required for the Slave Trade had to 
be brought under seal by land carriage to Liverpool, 
Bristol and the other African trading ports. On arrival 
they were warehoused, for the security of the duties, 
under the King's Locks until required for exportation.

" Mr Gildart having also laid before us a Memorial! of 
the Mayor and several Merchants of your Port repre 
senting the want of a proper Warehouse for lodging East 
India Goods sent to them for exportation" the Com 
missioners directed plans and estimates of the cost of 
erecting such a warehouse to be sent to London. 1 The 
Plan forwarded was ID " consist of two rooms one above 
the other, and a \anlt underneath."- I he Hoard on 
consideration of the Plans however suggested that "as 
there are large Vaults under the Custom House and 
upper K'ooms where I )ry Goods thai are not heavy may 
be l.odgd that, the building propsed is larger than neces 
sary " the officers should consider how much it might be 
lessened to answer the purpose/ 1 The Collector informed 
the Board " that there are noe Vaults under the Custom 
House but there are three Cellars which are of very little 
use, . . . by reason of the Wett, and Dampness of the 
same, and the upper Rooms on the third storey, where 
we now put some dry Goods that are Light, are not 
capable ot receiving any heavy (mods at all, not being 
intended as we presume at first of their building for any 
such use."

" We have now," he continues, " a very considerable 
Trade to the Coast of Guinea, We have great Quantity 

of India Goods from London to supply the several! ships 
cargoes that are employed in the s'd trade, which are not 
only of great value, but also of great weight and Hulk,

1 L. 2 Mar. 1737/8. « Lpool. ID .March 1737/8. 3 L. 28 March 1738.
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and noe manner of place or \\'arelio. that is proper to 
put tliem in besides all other goods that are Seized, or 
brought to His Majesty's Wareho. for the Security of tin- 
Duty." He, therefore, did not consider the building 
proposed could be lessened in any material degree. 1 1 he 
Board must have been impressed, for on the 27th April 
following they ordered the proposed warehouse to be 
built. 2 Before proceeding, however, the Collector thought 
it advisable to inform them, that " the ground on which 
the same is to be erected is the Town's land under Lease 
to Mr. Moorcroft the Landlord of the Custom House for 
three lives and 21 years, and therefore we presume it will 
be absolutely necessary, before any such building is 
begun, if it is at the Kings charge, that such a Lease In- 
obtained on behalf of His Majesty either from the Cor 
poration or Mr Moorcroft." Furthermore, the Collector 
observed that Mr. Moorcroft was willing to build tin- 
warehouse "at a certaine advanced Rent for what money 
lie shall lay out, and we having informed ourselves of 
what is the usual method in such cases betwixt the Land 
lord & Tenant, in building Dwelling Houses, Warehouses 
&c, find the Common allowance in General is Seven p. 
Cent for whatever Money is Disbursed and Laid out in 
the Manner above mentioned. But Mr Moorcroft . . . 
insists on having a Rent for the said Building after the 
Rate of Eight p. Cent." ;! " As we think what Mi Moor 
croft has demanded is considerably too much," wrote the 
Board, " we arc desirous a Lease should be now executed 
for the Custom House and Premises used by the Crown 
. . . agreable to the Articles entered into by him on 
dated the 5 April 1720, and you may enquire of him for 
what time he now has a right to grant a Lease with a 
Right of Rent-wall and transmit us a Draft of a proper 
Lease for our Approbation and further directions."*

1 Lpool. 18 Apl. 1738. 
' Lpool. 12 May 1738.

  L. 27 Apl. 1738. 
« L. 29 July 1738.
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Compliance with this last order took some months, and 
it was not until the 23rd February 1738/9 that theCollector 
reported that he had at last received the draft from the 
Town Clerk. In this, although Mr. Moorcroft's tenure 
of the site was but three lives and twenty-one years, 
there was a covenant " whereby lie obliges himself upon 
the Death of any Life to add a new Life, and always to 
keep the original Lease full from time to time, whereby 
the present term of fifty years will always be secure, and 
a further time of Renewal!, (if thought proper) will like 
wise be preserved, as there is a clause for that purpose 
alsoe in the said Draft." The Collector concluded his 
letter with an appeal for speedy directions as the Ware 
house was "extremely wanted." In spite of this, we 
find him complaining in a letter of loth October 1740 
that no reply has been received to his letter.

" We must oner more beg leave humbly to report the Diffi 
culties we arc under and the prejudice that may arise to the 
Government for want of a proper Warehouse and when we have 
Dry Goods under Sz and a considerable Ouantity of K. India 
Goods for Exportation which happens three fourths of the year, 
we are obliged to heapL them up in Mr Richards Room, who is 
Housekeeper and Yard Keeper, (ill liny are very often within 
three or four feet of the fire which is so dangerous that we are 
frequently terrified lest an accident should some time happen 
to set all the I louse in llamcs and amongst other goods now 
under ^/.. there are 34 1'jpcs Spannish Wine and 100 barrs 
raysins, the wine we are forded to put into the Cellars under 
the Custom House that are so damp by having Water constantly 
iu them Except when they are just pump dry that we are afraid 
every day of looseing a i'ipe or two of Wine by the Hoops flying 
off through the Dampness that Rotts everything that comes 
into them notwithstanding all the Care and Caution that is 
taken to prevent the same and the aforesaid Raysins we were 
obliged to pile up in the Landsurveyors Office, having no other 
place that was proper to put them in, &c. Mr Moorcroft is 
willing to build at 7 p.c.

which," concludes the Collector, " is better than at the 
Kings Charge."
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Again a delay of nearly a year intervened, when the 
Board desired information as to the repayment of the 
loan of £500 made to Moorcroft in 1724. l With a further 
plea for speedy decision the Collector stated that the loan 
had been repaid as arranged out of the first five years 
rent of the Custom House. 2 Finally, " Having taken 
into consideration your letter of 25th Sptr. 1741 with the 
former papers and the Plan and Estimate transmitted in 
your Letter of 10 March 1737 for Building a Warehouse 
consisting of two Rooms and a Vault underneath amount 
ing to £i(>8 ii (>, which Mr. Moorcroft, Landlord of the 
Custom House proposes to be built at the allowance of 
7 p. Cent and having advised with the proper officers, 
inclosed we send you a Copy of his Report, and you are 
to take care that a proper Agreement be made about the 
Scantlings and Moorings according to the sd. Report that 
the whole work be well and sustantially built," replied 
the Commissioners on i5th January 1742/3 !

The work was duly completed and on the 2nd March 
1743/4 the Collector wrote : 

Enclosd please to receive an acct of ye charge of Building  
,£168 : n : 5^ which is exactly the amount of ye Estimate but 
in that sum there is included £2 : 17 : yj for building a small 
shed joyned to the Wareho for the Porters to Lock up their 
Weights, Measures &c for the better securing of them which 
we apprehend was absolutely neccessary there being no con- 
veniency for that purpose, and with regard to the Scantlings 
Girders and Flooring used in the aforesd Building inclosd you 
have a particr acct of same which though not exactly according 
to Mr Smiths Report yet we humbly conceive is full as strong 
and substantial for youll please to observe that there are more 
Girders than he mentions and the floors laid with better Boards 
than Dram Deals being Firr Plank of an Inch and a half thick. 
But there was a neccessity of making a Cellar instead of a Vault 
for the Ground woud not admit of sinking it deep enough for a 
Vault the Water came in so rapidly it woud have been always

1 L. 15 Soptr. 1741. 1 Lpool. 25 St-ptr. 1741.
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wett and we j>suiue the Cellar will lie lull as usefull. Inclosd 
you likewise receive a Close Copy of a New Lease we have gott 
Moorcroft Kirks the Present propr of the Cm Ho to execute 
Includg the New Wareho with whatever was granted before 
for 50 years wherein youll please to observe we have added the 
7 p.C. for Building the Warehouse to the old Rent wch makes 
the whole now amount to ^132 : 5 for the payment of which 
directions craved . . . Attorneys Bills for Lease &c.

Mr Moorcroft the former Landlord died before yr Order above 
mentd for building the Wareho and therefore was built by the 
aforesaid Moorcroft Kirks and as there was to be a new Lease to 
include the New Wareho and the Propr. going abroad to Jamaica 
we thought ot neccy to get it executed before he went and 
for the terms first agreed upon when the Cm Ho built. Had 
possession since Michs. last so rent due for one Quarter is 
£2.8.9.

The Collector was authorised to pay these several 
amounts by an order of 1.5 March, with the exception of 
7/- over-charged for drawing the Lease.

Some thirty-five years elapsed before the growing pains 
of the rapidly expanding port caused a further complaint 
from the Collector. 1

Hie Lute Adilitlion uf Landwis in tins 1'ort having tilled the 
Landwrs Office, and thereby obliged the Coastwrs. who used 
to be in that Office (there being no Office in this House for them) 
to go in to the Office occupied by the Yard Keeper, a place most 
conveneinetly situated for him, that he may be ready not only 
to watch the Yard but to receive the Seizures as they are brought 
in, the late Yard Keeper (Wm Richers) having no Family endea 
voured to accomodate the Coastwrs as well as he could, but the 
present Yard Keeper (Biddard) having a Wife and Family, it 
is become very inconvenient here and must continue to create 
Disputes between the Coastwrs and the Yard keeper. We 
humbly therefore beg leave to lay this matter before Yr Honors 
and to present to you that we have applied to the Landlord 
of this House to know on what Terms (if it meet with your 
Honors approbation) he woud build an Office for the Coastwrs. 
he offers to compleat such an Office for the additional Rent of 
^4 : lo : o per annum. We therefore crave &c. . . .

1 Lpool. 17 July 1776.

J
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In response to the usual enquiry fur plans and 
estimates, 1 the Collector stated that all that was required 
was a shed, to be built between the Custom House and a 
Warehouse adjoining, of fourteen feet square, whirh the 
Landlord had agreed to build for an additional rent of 
£4 i os. a year, " having made a bargain with a workman 
for £55." 2 The Commissioners decided that the rate 
charged was too high and enquired whether the landlord 
would be willing to take a rent at the rate of £7 p. Cent/1 
" He has at last agreed," wrote the Collector in the 
following February,4 who after some delay received 
orders to permit the building to proceed provided the 
cost did not exceed £55. 5

In 1782 Mr. Hammond, the Inspector-General, paid a 
visit to the port in connection with various matters, and 
on his return to London reported that " difficulties arise 
from not having a fit place to examine Irish Linens, and 
that great Injury is liable to be received from their being 
wetted by sudden showers of Rain." The Officers were 
therefore directed to find a proper place fit for their 
examination, and to report. 1 '' In July they reported that 
" we have been in daily expectation for the last three 
weeks of hearing of a proper Warehouse . . . which we 
have at last got knowledge of, the situation of which 
seems to us to be as well calculated for the purpose as 
any we can possibly get, there being only one dwelling 
house separating the same from the Custom House." 
The Landsnrveyors also reported favourably on the 
building which it appears belonged to one Elijah Cobham, 
and was offered at a rent of £30 per ann. for three rooms 
and a cellar, or for £28 without the latter, which they 
considered was no use to them ; the rent too, they con 
sidered, was " no more than what is usually given for

1 L. 3 Sept. 1776. * Lpool. 6 Scptr. 1776, 
3 L. 9 Oct. 1776.   Lpool. 26 Feb. 1777. 
6 L. 18 July.   L. I June 1782.

D
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such a Warehouse in so good a situation." l The Board 
however suggested that the three rooms would probably 
be more extensive than was really necessary for the 
examination of Linens, and directed further enquiries 
to be made for a single room.2 The Surveyors agreed. 
" We think one large Wareroom might be sufficient for 
the Service proposed," they wrote, " but we Apprehend 
there would be some difficulty in procuring it in a con 
venient place, as few People like to let a single Wareroom. 
We have been looking about, but cannot meet with a 
Warehouse near the Custom 1 louse and Docks that woud 
come at an easier Rent than that proposd and to take 
one at a distance, the Expence of Carting the C.oods to 
it woud soon amount to as much as the Rent, besides the 
Inconvenience that woud arise in attending the Busi 
ness." The Collector put forward other arguments, that 
" the Increased Quantities of India Goods sent down here 
for the African Trade and Teas for Ireland and The Isle 
of Man, will afford us full use for the whole of this Ware 
house." ;i The Commissioners thereupon consented to 
the hire of the premises at £28 a year ; a report to be made 
on the necessity of continuing the same at the end of six 
months, care being taken that the room for Irish Linens 
be solely made use of for that purpose. 4

" We have waved entry upon Mr Cohhams Warehouse, 
or the Expence of New Locks and Fasteners," wrote the 
Collector in reply,5

" until \vc> have laid before the Board a Proposal, which appears 
to us so reasonable that your Honors will suffer it to be adopted." 
As the Business of the Port multiplies, our Accomodation in 
the Premises, rented from Mr Kirkes, diminish not only our 
Warehouse, but the Yard Room is much too Small, in which all 
Seizures of Timber, Spars, Boats and all other Lumber Articles 
are deposited.

Lpool. 5 July 1782. 
Lpool. 24 July 1782. 
Lpool. 30 Aug.

» L. 18 July 1782. 
1 L. 8 Aug. 1782.
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" The Rent paid to Mr Kirkes the Propr. of the Custom House, 
now stands at p. aim. . . . . .. .. ^136 2 o
to Mr Colquitt for a. Warehouse .. .. .. 16160
to Mr Yates, for a Warehouse and 2 Wareho. Rooms .25 10 o 
Pposd to pay Elijah Cohham for the adjacent Ware 

house for Linen and Teas .. . . .. 28 o o

£206 8 o

" The term in this Custom House expires in Ten years, and 
the Landlord Mr Kirkes is backward on that Account, to add to 
our Accomodation or indeed neccessary repairs, but he has 
proposed to grant a new Lease for 50 years, provided your 
Honors will suffer the present one to lapse and to add the whole 
of his Premises, marked as by a Sketch inclosed, No, 2 & 3 (Fig. 
6) building thereon Warehousing & Sheds equal to all our 
Present Wants.

" The advantages to be derived from a Combination of these 
Premises will be so obvious to your Honors that it woud be 
impertinent in us to point them out, and we shoud think the 
Compounded Rent of the whole woud not exceed our present 
Kxpence of £206 .8.0 p. an. more than even the Article of 
Cartage, wear and Waste woud compensate."

The Board's reply- 
Leaser, they said: 

to this scheme w:is brief: 1 the

being bound by the Lease, well and sufficiently to repair, main 
tain uphold and keep the Premises during the Term, you are to 
call upon him to perform the necessary repairs agreable to the 
above Covenants, and in order to ascertain the benefit arising 
from the Additions proposed by Mr Kirkes You are to call upon 
him to settle a Plan and particulars, with yourselves of tin- 
additional buildings necessary for the Service, and then cause 
an Estimate to be made of the Expence, takeing care to mention 
whether the present Rents and the Advanced Rent, for such 
additions are subject to Taxes ', and he is in like manner under 
your Inspection, to make out an Estimate of the Repairs he 
intends to the present Buildings which you are to transmit to 
the Board forthwith for their further consideration and Direc 
tions ; observing that to these buildings as well as to the plan 
and particulars of the New erections, the agreement with him

1 L. 17 Jan. 1783.

I
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must refer, with proper Covenants to compel him to keep the 
whole in substantial repair during the Term, &c.

The Collector's reply ' and the estimate are given 
below : 

Mr Kirkes, the Proprietor of the Custom House, after linger 
ing some months in a consumption, died about three weeks since. 
His Widow, the present proprietor, has been applied to by us to 
put the Premises in repair, agreable to yr Honors order of 3rd 
jany last; and we accordingly directed a Survey to be made, 
and an Kstimate formed upon the most moderate Requisitions ; 
a copy of which we beg leave to enclose. Mrs Kirkes likewise 
appointed a person to attend our Surveyor in the inspection of 
the buildings who refused to sign a joint report, so that we are 
not able to obtain her consent to have the needful Repairs done, 
and the whole of the Premises are in a very wretched Condition.

We wait yr Honors Orders for our Govt. ; and we shall for 
ward an abstract of the Lease in order to have the same laid 
before your Honrs Solicitor ; it appears to us that upon a strict 
Survey being made by any two master builders, and an Kstimate 
returned by them, we may be authorised to have the needful 
repairs executed, and the Cost deducted out of the Rent.

T. K., R. A.

An Estimate- of Repairs wanted at the Custom House, Liverpool.
Repairing Doors, Windows & Floors in three Stories ^4 4 o
New Steps and Risers for the First Moor .. .. 12 o o
New Spouting . . . . . . . . . . . . 500
loo yards of Joist & Hoarding for the l,nwer Floor . . 35 o o
New Uoor Case &c. in Warehouse . . . . . . I o o
Slating and Tiling the House Roof . . . .     35 ° °

Shade ,, . . . . . . 25 o o
Flagging the Center part of the House . . . . 1500
Whitewashing and Pointing the House .. . . 500
Painting the House, &c. . . . . . . . . 30 o o
Rebuilding the Battlement of the liuck part of the

House and Suiting Cellars . . . . . . 500
Repairing the Pavement . . . . .. . . 300
Unforseen Articles .. .. .. .. . . 10 o o

/I8-; 4 o

J. Roberts, Master Builder. 

1 Lpoul. 26 May 1783.
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The Board, as might have been anticipated, were not 
satisfied with this general estimate, and ordered a more 
detailed one to be sent " in which must be stated the 
Quantity & Quality of every material with the price 
affixed to each." 1 The Collector's reply is extraordinary 
in its boldness. " The Estimate ... is not perfectly 
understood by yr Surveyor of Buildings ; we had it made 
with great Attention, not to rune the I'rupr of these 
Premises to any extra expence, and by a very honest 
House Builder, but as it is unavoidably necessary, to 
have the Repairs made during Summer and not to waste 
it in the explanation of local Terms, we muM ivi|uest 
yr Honors will be pleased to order yr Survvr of Buildings 
down to this Place, that he may be able to report to the 
Hon. Board, what he see necessary to be done thrrein." 2 
The Commissioners however, not overawed, directed the 
Officer to report more particularly ..." and to account 
for your Conduct in not having strictly complied there 
with." 3 The Collector appears to have scored on this 
occasion, for he was able to reply that the Proprietor 
" is at length carrying on some repairs and new Paving 
the Yard, upon a belief that yr Honrs woud think it 
necessary to send down a building Surveyor ; it was 
for this purpose we took the liberty to throw out the 
Idea." «

The Commissioners however concluded the correspond 
ence with the remark that

The Board do not think it expedient to put the Revenue to 
the expence of sending a Surveyr. to your Port which is not 
required in any other, as the several Collrs. and Comprs. never 
find any difficulty in procuring skilful workmen to make the neces 
sary Surveys and Estimates in the manner pointed out by the 
Surveyor for Buildings here, and as directed by the Boards 
Letters of gth ult. and inst and to which you are to pay a strict 
and implicit obedience.

1 I.. 5 June 1783. * Lpool. 25 June 1783. 
  L. 5 July. « Lpool. 8 July.
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Whilst the work proceeded, yet another demand for 
extension of the premises was made to the Board. 1

" The Collrs Office being a small room with only one 
west window in it, is found very inconvenient to him in 
the afternoon, particularly in the Summer Season, as it 
may at a very small Expence be extended to the East 
ward so as to admit of another light, and give room for 
the better accomodating the Business of the Office, we 
crave yr Honors leave to pay the expence of such an 
Alteration, provided the same shall not exceed £40, the 
Collr being willing to bear any further expence out of his 
own Pocket." 2

The life of (his idea was brief. An estimate ordered as 
usual, 3 produced the information that the cost would be 
£42 195. iold. 1 The Commissioners in reply, could " see 
no cause for putting the Revenue, to the expence of making 
the alteration proposed." 5

Owing to the omission of two letters, noted below, we are 
ignorant of important details in the schemes mentioned 
in the ensuing correspondence. In November 1783 the 
Board wrote that " having read the Collectors Letter of 
19 Septr Last 6 transmitting a Sketch of the Docks, and 
also a Tlau of the Custom House at your Port, and stating 
that the same is too small and inadequate for the Service 
and therefore recommending a proposal of the Corporation 
of Liverpoolc to build a New Custom House upon reason 
able terms.

" They direct you to transmit to them a Plan and 
Estimate of such proposed Building, together with the 
Proposals of the Corporation, for the Board's further 
Consideration and Directions." 7

The next letter recorded states that " the Commissioners 
having read the Collectors letter of /th lust ''' inclosing a

1 L. 22 July 1783. * Lpool. 5 July.
' L. 14 July. « Lpool. 6 Aug. 5 L. 6 Sept.
  This letter missing from Letter Books. 7 L. 8 Nov. 1783.
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proposal from Messrs Baker & Dawson for Building a 
Custom House &c together with a plan of the Ground 
on which the same is designed to be erected, and observing 
that the Corporation of Liverpool who first offered to 
enter into an Agreement for this Purpose as represented 
in the Collrs. Letter of igth Septr last, have not trans 
mitted a Plan and Estimate or any proposals for building 
a Convenient Custom House, on their Ground, which the 
Board expected to have received in consequence of their 
Letter of Sth Novr. Last. I am commanded to direct 
you forthwith to report whether the Corpn. have declined 
entering into the proposed argeement, that the Board in 
that case may take into consideration the proposals now 
made by Messrs Baker & Dawson." '

The Commissioners were informed in reply that the 
Corporation had not held a Council since the i.Sth May 
and therefore that " no public declaration could be pro 
mulgated of their determination to build a Custom House, 
but the Collr_has been informed by several Gentlemen 
of that body individually that the Ground Plott, they 
had thought of applying to this purpose is otherways 
disposed of." 2 A month later, the Collector forwarded 
the following letter from the Town Clerk :  :1

Liverpool <) July 1784. 
Gcntn.

Whatever m;iy have been the opinion of Gentlemen of the 
Council individually respecting the expediency of building a 
Custom House, no Note of Council has passed to authorise the 
laying before the Commissioners of Customs any proposal for 
erecting one, and I am perfectly convinced, the Council enter 
tain no such Intentions.

I am &c.
JNO. COLQUITT,

Town Clerk.

Upon this the Collector writes : 

1 L. 15 May 1784. : Lpool. 11 June 1784, 
3 Upoal. 10 July 5784.
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... it appears that they (The Council) never receive any build 
ing proposal, but by Petition, and we were not authorised by 
Instructions from your Honours to ground a Petition upon, 
and therefore could only take the Opinion of them individually.

" We have not Premises," lie continues,

" or Accomodation sufficient to conduct the Kings Business, 
or secure the Revenue in this amazingly increased port of Trade. 
We have humbly submitted to the Honble Board from time to 
time, every particular of the Buildings occupied here in the 
Kings Service of the Customs, which we cannot further elucidate 
or explain, save to observe, as the Trade encreases, our Incon 
veniences increase also. What chiefly distresses us is the want 
i if Warehouse and Yard Room.

" The Lease of this Custom House, which will not be renewed, 
or if it might is not of sufficient extent to encourage a thought 
about it, will end upon the 26th Deer. 1793, so that there remains 
g years and 4 months unexpired. We do not wish to add to 
the public expenditure, and it is always with reluctance we 
trouble your Honors with any application or Complaint that 
carries the least direction to an increase of incidents, but it is 
our duty to submit every circumstance to your Honors Con 
sideration that may embarrass the Service, or affect his Majesty's 
Revenue.

" We have had within the last six weeks, 210 vessels reported, 
besides the Coasting Trade, we have under our care a great 
Accumulation of Itast India Goods for the African, and other 
exports, besides Coffee and other goods to a very great amount, 
this vast aggregate of Trade is confined to small premises cal 
culated for the Port when its commerce and Consequence bore 
no proportion to its present Magnitude. We have at present 
several cargoes of Tobacco in the Importers Warehouses under 
the Single Bond of each Importer, the Duties on which amount 
to no less a sum than ^90,000, yet it is not a tenth part of what 
may be expected to arrive here from Virginia, Maryland &c in 
the course of this year ; the various functions marked out by 
your Honors Secy letter No.  , to which we are called for 
the management of this Business oblige is humbly to submit 
it again to your Honors deliberation, and to crave such Assistants 
as you may see equal to the object of securing so serious a branch 
of this Revenue. Were your Honors pleased to send down 
your Surveyor of Buildings, to examine a Situation on which
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to erect Warehouses, with a convenient yard and burning Tobacco 
Pipe, and a small house for the residence of a Yard or Store 
keeper, it would be a great releif to the Service. We are appre 
hensive it will be difficult to find a Scite, unoccupied, that will 
answer the end of a Custom House and all other needful erections, 
together, but at a very great and not requisite expencc.

" The Proposal made by Messrs Baker & Dawson for building 
a Custom House &c, we are apprehensive will fail in the execu 
tion, as well as that communicated by us from several members 
of the Corporation."

Fresh legislation in 1783 (24. (ieo. 3 c. 40) still further 
increased the demands on the cramped quarters of the 
Custom House, and in October 1784 we find the following 
letter from the Collector : 

Lpool. Oct. KJ i/W.|. 338 
At the request of the Surveyors and Searchers we transmit 

to yr Honrs their Application for erecting a small room, in which 
to examine the Printed Goods entered for Exportation, together 
with Estimates of the expence of such a Building amounting to 
^35 : 18 : 6, which we beg leave to recommend as absolutely 
necessary.

These Premises being now the Property of a Minor the Execu 
tors and Guardians do not think themselves justified in Laying 
out any more Money, except for unavoidable repairs.

The aforesaid application is given below : 

14th Octr.
The Printing of Cottons Linens &c is a considerable Branch 

of Business of this great Manufacturing Country and the neces 
sity and Duty attending them when to be exported is by the 
Statutes of 10 Ann c. 19 s. 93, 12 Ann c. 9 s. 17, 5 Geo. I. 
c. ii s. 15 as well as by the Statute of 24 Geo. 3 c. 40 s. 31 con 
fined to the care and inspection of the Searchers notwithstanding 
that Care and inspection by the late Act, will be much increased 
 I am of opinion the necessary trouble, as well as the time that 
will ocassion, might be greatly lessened as well as expence to 
Revenue saved, if a convenient Room was provided for the 
execution of that Duty. The Notice given to them by the 
Exporters, agreably to the Statutes, to see the Stamps &c 
taken off, is, by Entry, and the Goods brought from Manchester 
and other parts of the County directly to this Custom House
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Yard, and in the Execution of the Business, they have been 
interrupted by the Weather, and frequently so by other Business, 
interfering, when attempted to be performed under the Shed ; 
over which at the end, next adjoing the Warehouse, a Room 
18 feet long and 14 feet broad might be conveniently built, 
without encroaching on the yard or lessening the shed. I have 
called upon the several Tradesmen, and herewith you have their 
Estimates of the expence which amounts to £35 : 18 : 6, and if 
the Hon Board slioud be pleased to approve of it, I will take care 
that it does not exceed that sum. Not only the Printed Goods, 
make the Convenience absolutely necessary, but the duty of the 
Searchers in many other instances would be much aided by 
it, and I trust the Business would be the better executed and 
by the dispatch it would ocassion, the Money I apprehend woud 
soon be found to have been well ,-ipplied.

AR. ONSI.OW.

The Board's reply was a request for further informa 
tion, what Lease the Crown had of the premises, the 
reason for recommending the room, and why the late act 
had increased business and how ? ] The Collector's reply 
might he thought adequate: 

\\V ivpipri ili.it the Lease of these Premises agreably to our 
letter of 10 July 221, expires on the 26th Deer 1703 and the 
Executors of the late Morecroft Kirkes are not willing to make 
any addition to our accomodation.

We were induced to recommend to yr Hours the erecting a 
small Room over the Shed in the Cm Ho Yard, in which the 
Searchers might examine and take off the Stamps from Printed 
Linens &c entered for Exportn from a consideration that the 
said Business is now done in the Custom House Yard, which is 
often dirty and inconvenient and the goods liable to be damaged 
by rain, when greater quantities are brought down than can be 
examined under the Shed. Before the passing of the Act 24 
Geo. 3 c. 40 the Searchers had only printed Goods to attend to, but 
by that act their care and attention is extended to Cotton and 
Linen mixed and Stuffs made of Cotton Wool made in Great 
Britain, to be bleached or dyed, and the Stamps enjoined to 
be taken off them, will be considerable and the Notice required 
by the Act as well as former ones, will be given by the Proprietors 
of the Goods bringing tham to the Cm Ho Yard for examination. 8 

1 L. 16 Novr. 1784. ' Lpool. 23 Nov. 1784,
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Still, however, the Commissioners do not appear to 
have been satisfied, for they ordered the Collector to :  

. . . report whether there is any other place where the Crown 
has a more permanent Interest than that proposed by you, 
whereon might be erected the intended Room and if there is to 
represent the particulars of the situation to the Board together 
with and Estimate of the Expence of erecting the said Building 
thereon, but in case there should be no other place, more suitable 
for the present purpose, than the one first pointed out, you are 
to transmit a sketch of the plan of the Intended Building and 
to direct the plasterers to mention in his estimate, whether the 
Ceilings are to have two or only one Coat set and whitod and 
the Bricklayers whether the yards of Brickwork are superficial 
and nine inch thick, and the Carpenter must also state the scant 
ling of all the square timber and the thickness of the Boarding 
and Doors together with the manner in which the workmanship 
is intended to be performed l &c.

The following particulars were accordingly given:   2

Lpool. 28th Jany. 1785.
Above is a. Plan of the Building proposed to be built in the 

Custom House Yard at this Port for the accomodation of the 
Searcher in examining and taking off the Stamps from Printed 
Linens &c entered for Exportation. In obedience to yr Honors 
Commands of the yth Inst No 8 we report that the Crown has 
not a more Permanent Interest in any Premises at this Port 
than in this place where the building is designed to be erected.

Inclosed are explanations of the several Estimates relative to 
this building as required &c. ....

Liverpool, Jany. 15, 
The Brickwork is to be Nine Inch Thick and the measure 

superficial.
SAML LIVESLY.

Bricklayer.

The Ceilings of the new Room at the Custom House to be two 
coats and Whited.

Hv I/AIKCLOUGH.

Plaisterer. 

1 L. 7 Jan. 1785. * Lpool. 38 Jan. 1785.
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Tla- IV.mis to be ij Inches square plained & Molded 
Joists ,, i r ,, by 3 Inches 
Boards for iluor and Stairs i ^ inch Plain'd 

Double Door i-J inch plain'd and properly jointed and worked 
Window Frames 3^ inch square done in a workmanlike manner 
Spars 2^ inch square and 9 inches by seven.

WILLIAM SLATER. 
Joiner & Carpenter.

Whilst these negotiations were proceeding, the Col 
lector drawing attention to his earlier letter of 1783 (19 
Septr.) states " that the increase of the Port, has very 
much cramped our Accomodation which, at the time 
this building was erected, might have fully answered all 
purposes. The Collectors Office is only 15 feet square, 
and one small room adjoining for six Clerks, of 15 feet by 
10, and in these places all the receipt and payments, and 
croud of Trade and Officers transacting business with 
the Collector, is confined. The Comptrollers Office is 
adjoining, and upon the same floor in the two Angles of 
what is called the Long Room, are two Offices, one 
occupied by the Customer and his Clerks, and the other 
by the Collector of the Salt Revenue, and his Clerks. 
The Lease of these Premises will expire in nine years and 
in the meantime, we are unwilling to propose, or to 
crave for anything, but what positive necessity urges." 
The Collector therefore suggested that the Office occupied 
by the late Deputy Comptroller might be added to his, 
and that occupied by the Collector of the Salt Revenue, 
an Excise Officer, be appropriated by the Comptroller. 
" We wish it was in our power to accomodate the Officers 
of the Salt Revenue," continues the Collector, " but we 
can only furnish room for the Assistant Searcher thereof. 
The Riding Surveyor, the Surveyor of Searchers, Sur 
veyor of Coastwaiters and Inspector of Waterguard, Mr. 
Onslow sits with the Salt Collector, but employing no 
Clerk, may find room in the Coastwaiters Office below. 
We request your Honors authority and approbation of



The Old Custom House, Liverpool. 45

this little Arrangement for our better Accomodation, the 
expenceof which will not exceed Forty Shillings." * The 
Board did approve, and ordered the Commissioners of 
the Salt Revenue to " provide other accomodation for 
themselves." 2

A few months later, " The Commissioners having 
received an Application from Mr. Onslow, nominated to 
be Collector of your Port, requesting that directions may 
be given for the Building of a convenient Office in the 
Custom House yard at Liverpool for a Warehouse Clerk, 
and an assistant, and to accomodate the general Business 
carried on there, They direct you forthwith to transmit a 
proper Plan, Elevation and Estimate " of the proposed 
buildings. 3 Estimates and full details were thereupon 
sent of a " room wherein all the business respecting the 
Warehousing of Goods imported, the payment of In 
cidental Charges, and all the accounts relative to the 
Condemnation and Sale of Seized Goods, and the payment 
of the Officers Shares may be done." Such a room, said 
the Officers, " will be a great accomodation to this House 
on account of the want of room. The business has 
hitherto been done in different Offices, without much 
regard to regularity, or the convenience of the Merchant 
or Officers," and they add a postscript that " Mr Onslow 
informs us he will cheariully pay the expence of the pro 
posed buildings except Thirty pounds," the whole estimate 
amounted to £65 8s., " as he has already stated to your 
Honors." 4 But wrote the Board, " as the lease will 
expire in little more than eight years, and will not then 
be renewed, We do not think it expedient to subject this 
Revenue to the proposed Expence." 5

No sooner had Mr. Onslow, as the new Collector, taken 
up his duties in Liverpool, than he sent a long description

1 Lpool. 5 Jan. 1785. 
1 L. 15 July 1785. 
5 L. 16 Aug. 1785.

2 L. 14 March 1785. 
4 Lpool. 26 July 1785.
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of the overcrowded state of the Custom House, with 
further proposals for its extension.

" We transmit herewith," writes the Collector : J
" a Ground I'lan of this house, together with a report from the 
Landing Surveyors stating the necessity of enlarging the Land- 
waiters office, which even before the late increase in that class 
of officers was much too small, and without an addition to it 
they cannot be accomodatcd with Seats and Drawers to secure 
their Books and Papers. . . . Your Honors having upon a 
recent occasion, having been pleased to signify, that, as the 
Lease of these Premises would expire in little more than eight 
years, and would not be renewed, you did not think it expedient 
to add to our conveniences at the expense of the Revenue, we 
called upon the Minor's Trustees, who have full power to Lease, 
and by them we are desired to assure you that they are willing 
to renew the Lease upon the terms mentioned in the enclosed 
proposal, which in our opinion are far from being unreasonable, 
and better cannot be expected from any other quarter, or on 
any other plan. The situation of these premises is unexception 
able, and they are capable of every improvement that is neces 
sary ; a Custom House cannot be more eligibly fixed, as will 
be seen by tin- I'lan herewith, which though on a smaller scale 
than the one in Mr Hammonds possession takes in the new 
Docks now going forward here pursuant to an Act of the last 
Session of Parliament. The vacant lot of land ranging behind 
the yard of this I louse, extending to a spacious street, has been 
kept unbuilt in full expectation that it would be wanted for the 
use of the Revenue, and the Rent expected for the Warehouse 
proposed to be built thereon is less than the Rent of the Ware 
house offered by Mr Bent in November last, by £10 p ann. ; 
they will stand on more ground, within our own walls, imme 
diately in view, and in every point of convenience, and utility, 
will be, beyond comparison, preferable to Mr Bent's Warehouse, 
which has not been occupied in the smallest degree for the use 
of the Revenue. The keys of the Warehouse are in Mr Bents 
possession.

" Your Honors will be pleased to observe that the addition 
to the present Rent of these premises is not desired to commence 
until the expiration of the remaining part of the Term, and tho 
the advance may appear great, it will hardly be in proportion to 
the encreased Rents of every place contiguous to it. 

1 Lpool. 29 Oct. 1785-
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" The Taxes for the present Premises amount to £18 : 14 : o, 
of that sum £5 : 2 : o is paid by the Revenue, and the remainder 
by the Proprietors of this House, and when the Lease expires, 
these Taxes will encrease with the Rent and must be wholly 
borne by the Crown, we apprehend the Trustees will be pre 
vailed upon to grant a Lease for ^240 p. ami. instead of a.jo 
guineas as mentioned in their proposals.

" The premises are in Lease from the Corporation of this 
Borough for 3 lives and 21 years, renewable on a Fine agreable 
to the value, when a Life drops, or is exchanged, and as one 
of the Lives is upwards of 80, no improvements will be made 
until that Life is exchanged, which the Trustees will Petition 
for immediately if your Honors should be pleased to adopt the 
proposals.

" Estimates are generally fallacious and imu-h under (lie real 
cost of buildings, we should therefore recommend to your Honors, 
to secure the Warehouses (which might be completed in a few 
months), at the annual Rent of £90 as mentioned in the proposals, 
in preference to paying annually £j p. Cent on the sum expended 
in their erection.

" Your will please to observe that the low rooms will be excel 
lently adapted for the reception of Bonded Tobacco under the 
Act of the last Session, and on that account they will be a valuable 
acquistion ; the upper rooms will be used for the storage of 
Seized Goods, and Goods sent here for the Security of the Duties, 
so that no part of them will be unoccupied, and the Rent appears 
to us to be very reasonable when compared to the Rents of 
Warehouses in general and particularly those mentioned in the 
proposals transmitted in our Letter of ->7th inst 444."

In rt'ply, the Commissioners wrote :  *

. . . being of opinion that nun h advantage may be derived 
from the proffessionate skill of a person conversant in these 
undertakings, We have thought it expedient to order Mr Pilking- 
ton, our Surveyor for Buildings, to proceed forthwith to Liver 
pool, and upon his arrival there, after conferring with you to 
survey the state and condition of the Custom House and to 
view the ground whereon the proposed Warehouses are intended 
to be built, reporting whether the plan is eligible, and the Terms 
reasonable. But if our Surveyor should be of opinion that 
Warehouses more convenient and better calculated for the

1 L. 15 Dec. 1785.
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purposes enumerated in your letter . . . can be erected on the 
same ground, we have directed him in that case to lay before 
the Board a Sketch of his design, taking care that the strictest 
Oconomy be observed, so that the Revenue be subjected to as 
little cxpeiice as possible.

They further added that they had enjoined Mr. Pil- 
kington to lose no time, and the Officers were to afford 
him every assistance.

A month later the Board wrote :  *

we consent to the said proposals for a further term of 21 years, 
renewing the Lease of the Custom House at the rent of £240 p. a. 
to commence at the expiration of the present Lease Viz Christ 
mas 1793. We also approve of yr. proposals for the hiring of 
the Warehouse intended to be built on the Ground adjoining 
the yard of the Custom House at the annual rent of £j p. Cent 
on Money which shall be expended thereon, and /jo p.a. for 
ground rent, neither of which are to commence until the building 
shall be completed in a strong and substantial manner which 
the Board trust under your Survey and inspection will be in 
the space of six months. . . . And Mr Pilkington having sub 
mitted the inclos'd plan for the enlarg' of an office for the better 
accomodation of the Landwrs. we approve thereof and you 
may cause the said alteration to be made and also the Custom 
House to be painted and whitewashed at a proper season of the 
year on the best and cheapest terms, taking care that the works 
are duly performed and when they shall be finished in every 
respect fit for tin- service required . . . send Hills . . . &c.

This appears to have been the last extensive alteration 
in the Custom House until the following century, when 
the lease above mentioned was on the point of expiry. 
From a letter of 1797 we learn that the rent from 1794 
onwards was £359 2s. whilst the taxes varied from year 
to year. 2

In April 1807 the Collector forwarded the Landlord's 
proposals for extending the lease of the buildings, merely

1.. 24 Jan. 1786. 
Lpool. I Apl. 1797-

Taxes. 1794- £100
1795- £125
1796. £"3

o. 
5. 
8.
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expressing the opinion that although the terms were 
rather high, he considered them to be the best that could 
be expected. The rent then paid for the Custom House 
and buildings was £359 2s. per annum.

Gentlemen,

In consequence of what passed between you and us in 
conversation respecting the renewal of the Lease of the Custom 
House, we herewith make you our proposals for a new Lease of 
21 years to commence from the 5th Jany 1808 of the premises 
you now occupy as well as the dwelling house adjoining the new 
Warehouse in Paradise St. which may be a dcsirc-ablc object to 
you to hold with the Custom House. We have no objection to 
grant a Lease for 31 years, provided you should think it necessary 
to lay out any sum of money not less than £3000 on new erections 
during the term of the Lease.

We are perfectly acquainted with the value of tin- premises 
at present provided they were out of Lease, but as that is not 
the case, and there 7 years unexpired from 5 Jany next regulated 
on Terms in proportion to the circumstances of receiveing the 
rent proposed from the commencement of the new Lease to be 
granted on the present one being given up.

We consider that the repairs of the present buildings as well 
as the repair attending the whole which may be erected so that 
they be delivered up in tenant repair at the end of the Lease 
are to be at the charge of the Lessees, as well as the payment of 
all Lay, Taxes or Impositions whatever, either Parochial or 
Parliamentary that either now do or may exist whether they 
may be laid upon the Landlord of Tenant as it is fully understood 
that the reserved rent is to clear of every charge whatever, the 
ground not excepted.

In consideration of the foregoing conditions we agree to take 
£800 pc. aim. to be paid by equal payments the first on 5th July 
1808.

MORKCROFT KlKKKS. 

WlLLM. WlLKlNSON.

Liverpool. 23rd April (1807).

" Their offer," replied the Board, 1 " appears very un 
reasonable and the same cannot be acceeded to." 
Further, " the Commissioners, deeming it adviseable

1 L. 30 May 1807.
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from the extraordinary increase of Rent required for a 
further Lease of the said premises, that some timely 
precautions should be taken for procuring a Custom 
House " at the expiration of the existing lease, ordered 
the Collector to make suitable enquiries. No further 
letters are recorded, until March 1810, when the Collector 
is directed to report what steps he had taken in the 
matter. 1

" We have not lost sight of the object pointed out to our 
consideration,"hereplies, 2 " having from that time to the present 
used our best endeavours to dicover whether some proper 
building might not be obtained, suitable from situation, capa 
city, &c. for a Custom House, at the expiration of the Lease 
of the present one, or whether ground proper for the erecting 
such a building on, might not be purchased so as to prevent the 
heavy rent required for a renewed Lease of these Premises. 
With this view we caused advertisements to be inserted in all 
the public papers here, on the subject, but we have not hitherto 
been able to succeed in the object of our enquiry. Several 
buildings in different parts of the Town were ottered to our 
notice, but on personal examination of them, we found they 
were either not of sufficient size to afford the accomodation 
requistite for the extensive, and still increasing, Trade of the 
I'nrt, or that they were in situations at great distances from the 
uutiTside, and not capable of being made eligible for the pro 
posed purpose. There is not any unbuilt ground within a reason 
able distance of the quays, except to the Westward of the Docks, 
and immediately on the Bank of the river, and the whole of this 
is the property of the Corporation, or their Lesees, and is exclu 
sively intended for the erection of large stacks of Warehouses, 
and other buildings connected with the improvement of the 
Harbour. It has for some years past, been the intention of the 
Corporation, as Trustees for the Docks to apply to Parliament 
for powers to fill up the Dock opposite to these premises, and to 
form another Dock, more to the Westward, in its stead, in further 
ance of the proposed improvements, and the plan comprehends 
the erection of a range of buildings, which might be occupied 
as a Custom House, and other public offices, on the scite of the 
Dock so filled up, but from the opposition of clashing interests,

1 L. 30 March 1810. " Lpool. 28 Apl. 1810.

J
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no application is yet made to the Legislature, and \ve now learn 
the idea is given up for this Session, and except some new Docks 
are formed (and which the Trade of the Port has long wanted) 
we have not any immediate expectation of meeting with any 
eligible situation, but our enquiries will still be continued . . . 
&c."

Liverpool 14 April. 
Gentlemen,

In answer to your Letter of the I2th inst. requesting to be 
informed whether any and what steps have been taken respecting 
the intended application to Parliament on the part of the Cor 
poration and Dock Committee as to the improvement of this 
Port and in which the proposition for the erection of a New 
Custom House formed a part, I have the Honor of being directed 
to acquaint you the Common Council of this Town have long 
been anxiously engaged in taking measures for extending the 
accomodation and providing the convenience so much required 
for the encreased commerce of this Port, and they are prepared 
with Plans (which include a New Custom House &c.), that 
have been maturely considered and are approved by persons of 
great ability and experience, and also with a Draft of a Bill 
(to enable them to carry these measures into effect) which they 
are desirous of submitting to Parliament as early as they have 
any reasonable hopes of obtaining it and they regret they have 
found it necessary to postpone such application this Session in 
consequence of their unsuccessful endeavours to reconcile the 
Jarring Interests of certain individuals who possess great influence, 
as also the existing difference of some Merchants &c. in the 
Town, but the Common Council have reason to think that a 
disposition now prevails to support their measures in the parties 
who have thus far given them opposition, and in furtherance 
of this important proceeding, the Gentlemen of the Council are 
desirous of having an opportunity of exhibiting their Plans, 
and Proposals to the Lords of the Treasury, the Honble Commrs. 
of Customs, or to such other of H.M. Boards, or Officers as may 
be deemed most fit and competent to form a judgement whether 
the Plans are such as may effect the desirable purpose of afford 
ing convenience and dispatch to the general Commerce of this 
great Port, and at the same time ample and increased security 
to the Revenue.

I have the honor to be &c.
JOHN FOSTER.
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A month later, the Collector having made further 
enquiry of the Dock Committee received the following 
reply : 

Liverpool 11 June T.Sio. 
Cielltleinen,

In reply to your Letter of the 28lh ulto. I beg leave to request 
your attention to the Letter T had the Honor to address to you 
upon the i.|th April last and in addition to that Letter, I have 
now to inform you that the Trustees of the Docks have suc 
ceeded in removing all objections, on the part of the Associated 
Merchants in this Town to the Bill they intend to submit to 
Parliament early next Session, for encrcasing and adding to 
the security of the general commercial accomodation and con 
veniences of this Port in which Bill provision is made for erecting 
a New Custom House and Kxcise Office &c. &c. provided such 
arrangements can be made as will be satisfactory to his Majesty's 
Honorable Hoard and the parties interested, and I am author 
ised again to acquaint you that the Trustees of the Docks are 
very anxious for an opportunity of submitting their Plans to 
such of His Majsty's Board or Officers as may be deemed most 
lit and proper to inspect and decide upon them, and that they 
are equally desirous of proceeding to the execution of the said 
plans witli all possible expedition.

I have the honor to be &c.

|OHN FOSTER. 
Surveyor to the Coipn of Liverpool and the Docks &f.

On the 7th July following the Collector sent the 
Memorial of the Corporation to the Treasury, praying that 
proceedings to secure a New Custom House might be 
stayed until the Plans had been examined. With this, 
Mr. Swainson again urges the need for action in view of 
the crowded state of the Custom House,

" the Long Room (as it is termed) is in the extreme length about 
10 yards and 9 yards wide and at the Desks at each side 25 
Clerks. The number of persons crowded into the Body, in the 
hours of business cannot be calculated, but it may be supposed,'' 
he says, " when it may be fairly averaged that near 300 Entries 
or Documents are passed in each day. The Room, or Passage 
where the two Clerks sit who receive the Duties is only four 
yards and a half by five, and the room allotted for the Coasting
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and Outward department is nearly the same. \\V trust we 
may be excused," he concludes, " if we advert to the positive 
personal inconvenience which is endured, notwithstanding every 
means to ventilate the Buildings, for the Heat in the Summer 
is most oppressive, and particularly in the Clerks and Long 
Room ... in truth all the Offices . . . are so very confined, 
and inconvenient, it is not possible for them to transact their 
Duty, with either accuracy, dispatch, or comfort."

There follows one of the most extraordinary episodes 
in the history of the Custom House. Two years after 
the letter quoted above the Collector wrote, 1 " A variety 
of circumstances have since arisen here which have 
materially affected the Trade of the Port," so that it was 
impossible to form any opinion as to when the filling 
up of the Old Dock and the construction of the New 
Custom House could be carried out. At all events there 
was not the smallest probability of the work being com 
pleted before the expiration of the lease of the premises 
then occupied by the Customs. Mr. Swainson therefore 
had renewed his efforts to find a suitable building and 
announced that " we shall be able to procure a strong 
substantial new freehold building, at present used as an 
Hotel, in the immediate vicinity of the King's Dock, at 
a rent not exceeding £300 p.a. on a lease of 7, 14, or 21 
years, or for a more extensive period, with a proviso that 
it may be purchased by the Revenue within a time to be 
limited, for a reasonable sum." " We have every reason 
to beleive," he continues," that the Proprietors would 
prefer the Sale of the Premises in the first instance, 
rather than to let them on lease, and that they may be 
had for the sum not exceeding £6,000. As it may for a 
small expence be made lit for tin- purpose of a Custom 
House," the Collector requested an early reply, " that 
the opportunity thus offered should not be suffered to 
pass over." In reply to a speedy enquiry from the 
Board,2 Mr. Swainson reported 3 that the building would

1 Lpool. 7 A pi. 1812. - L. 4 May 1812. 3 Lpool. 9 May 1812.
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require no other alterations than that of " taking down 
some of the Partition walls in smaller rooms, and opening 
communications through others, and supporting the 
floors of one or two of the larger rooms with a few Cast 
Iron Pillars and altering or repairing the Pressess and 
Desks now in use." He estimated the expenses would 
not exceed some four to five hundred pounds, and that 
it would be possible to dispose of the present Custom 
House for a sum equal to the rent paid. This latter 
remark was promptly challenged by the Commissioners 
and in reply the Collector stated that " our opinion of 
being able to dispose of the presnt Custom House and 
Warehouse for a sum equal to the rent now paid for them 
arises from our knowledge of the high expectations 
formed by the proprietors of the value of the situation, 
and of the probability of his wishing to release the Crown 
from the present Lease, to enable him to erect Ware 
houses on the scite of these buildings for which purpose 
the situation is extremely eligible ; or of our being enabled 
to let the premises for Brokers Offices &c, reserving in 
our hands the Warehouse . . . until we should be enabled 
to obtain a small one in the immediate vicinty of the 
proposed new situation. \Ve have applied to the Agent 
to the Owner, who resides in the North of this County, 
to know what abatement he would make in the present 
rent, if we were to give up the possession of the whole 
of these premises excepting the Warehouse and as soon 
as we shall receive his answer we will communicate with 
your Honors." J

However, " considering the very proportionate low 
rent H.M. Officers of the Customs have had those premises 
at for several years back," Mr. Morecroft Kirkes refused 
to make any deduction from the rent as proposed by the 
Collector. He offered, however, to grant a new Lease for 
5 years or a longer period on the present lease being

' Lpool. 28 May 1812.
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relinquished and on the payment of the rent of £800 p. 
ann. These terms, says Mr. Swainson, are similar to 
those rejected in 1807, " they appear to us to be extra 
vagantly high, considering the confined state situation 
of the place and its want of capacity to be enlarged except 
at a great expence so as to afford that accomodation 
which the Trade of the Port now absolutely requires." 
He therefore concludes that no other course lies open 
but to take the American Hotel, " as no other proper 
situation can be obtained on Lease," and let the existing 
offices to Brokers and others. 1

In response to the further enquiry of the Board - Mr. 
Swainson stated " that even the Hotel connot in our 
opinion be rendered sufficiently commodious for a Per 
manent situation, but there are not any other Premises 
to be obtained which possess the same advantages." 3

Consequently the Commissioners called for definite 
terms for the American Hotel, 1 and in reply received the 
following : 

Gentlemen,
\Ve hereby beg leave to make you an offer of I lie American 

Hotel for the purposes of a Custom House, for 7, 14, or 21 years, 
at your option, on giving us 12 Months notice, at the yearly 
Rent of ^300, payable half yearly, You paying all Taxes, except 
the Property Tax, and keeping the Building in complete repair, 
as regards the inside, Roof and Windows, and leaving the Pre 
mises in the same condition, in which they now are, allowing 
for customary Weare and tear.

ADAM Loncre, RICHD. HINDK, R. M. OWEN, 
JNO. MONTGOMERY, C. LOGAN. 

ii Novr. 1812.

The Collector's only comment was to the effect that 
the terms appeared reasonable, being less than 5 per cent 
on the cost of the building. 6 The Board, however, 
" adverting to the term which the Crown has of the

1 I .pool. 22 June 1812. 2 L. 22 July 1812. 
3 Lpool. 6 Aug. 1812.   L. 22 Oct. 1812. 
6 Lpool. 18 Novr. i8ia.
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present premises hired for a Custom House and to the 
great expence which would be incurred by the removal 
to the proposed buildings, and to the circumstance that 
the Corporation, may tinder the late Act, carry into 
execution their intention of building a Custom House, 
We do not deem it expedient to accept the offer made of 
the Hotel." >

Far from closing the matter, as the question of a new 
building was more urgent than it appeared to the Board, 
the Collector sent the following account of the situation: 2

11 is with much deference and reluctance we bring the subject 
once more under your Honors consideration, but the circum 
stances are such, that we consider it our bounden duty to do so, 
and in that view we beg to state to you, that altho' the Corpora 
tion may under the late Act carry into execution their intention 
of building a Custom House, yet we venture to state that it is 
not in the power of possibilities to erect a Custom House within 
two years, on the spot where it is proposed, and the present 
Lease expires in January 1815. If your Honors will be pleased 
to advert to the plan of the intended improvements and addi 
tions to the Docks, you will observe that the proposed Custom 
House is to be built with other offices forming a great plan and 
pile of building, in the front of what is now the Old Dock, which 
comprises a space of upwards of three acres and a half, and the 
whole of that space is to be filled up. But before that immense 
work can be begun upon, there must be at least an equal capacity 
of Dock room provided in some other situation for the reception 
of the Trade, but the grand material point is the want of funds 
under the present state of the Commerce of this Port, and altho 
we have been given to understand that application has been 
made to Government requesting a pecuniary aid of fifty or sixty 
thousand pounds, yet was that complied with the Trustees of 
the Docks are bound by Law to lay out one third part of the 
Sums they may receive in the formation of the Southernmost of the 
two Docks which are to be made to the Northward of this House, 
and therefore it would scarcely be possible, even were they to 
proceed immediately, that any steps can be taken to fill up the 
Old Dock for several years to come, and we are humbly of opinion 
that in case the buildings were to go on from this time, and that

1 I,. 7 Jan. 1813. 2 Lpoul. y Jan. 1813.
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their Fund were ample for the purpose, it would not be possible 
that they could be finished for many years. Thus far the possi 
bilities of erecting the proposed Custom House ; we have now 
to submit to your consideration the state in which we now stand- 
We have already noted to your Hons. that the Present Lease 
of these Premises expires in Jany 1815, the Proprietor of this 
Building demands ^800 p. a. for a renewal of the term, and that 
increased rental to commence immediately, that the terms were 
agreed to. This proposal your Honrs considered exorbitant 
and therefore refused to comply with, but even was the present 
building continued as a Custom House, it is in that state that 
considerable repairs are most absolutely necessary, and not 
only that but in fact, there is not capacity in the place itself 
without a very large sum being laid out to barely accomodate 
the encreased number of officers. We beg to assure your Honours 
that it is not our own individual comfort at the office we have 
in view, for we can fairly assert that scarcely in any Port of 
importance as to its business can a Collector or Comptroller 
have less personal accomodation and we are under the ncccesity 
of representing to your Honors that there is not any building 
whatever to be procured, nor even existing, that can alionl 
room for the establishment, but the American Hotel.

We have felt it our Duty to submit these observations by 
return of the Post, that your Honours may be forthwith apprised 
of all circumstances in our power, more especially as we expect 
every day to be called upon for a decisive determination as to 
the Hotel.

J. T. S.

" In consideration of the special circumstances, the 
Commissioners are induced to postpone for the present 
their ultimate determination as to the removal of the 
Custom House." They ordered the Collector to obtain 
an estimate of the alterations required to the American 
Hotel, and at the same time ordered the Officers to 
enquire how soon the Corporation buildings would be 
ready. 1 To the first, the Collector answered, 2 that 
although he could \vith confidence assert that the ex 
penses of alteration would not exceed four to five hundred 
pounds, he was unable to give a more exact estimate,

1 i i Jan. 1813. * Lpool. 26 Jan. 1813.
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" but your Honours may rely not one shilling should be 
expended beyond what may be absolutely necessary. 
We have had a conference with the Surveyor and the 
Corporation and several of the members of that Body," 
he concludes, but " from them we learn that there is not 
any probability that a new Custom House can be pro 
ceeded on, for five years to come, and that if the projected 
plan should then be begun, the Custom House would not 
be fit for the dispatch of business for more than twelve 
months afterwards."

Having reached this point, the Commissioners then 
asked what sum the Landlord of the Custom House would 
take to release the Crown from the remainder of its 
Lease, 1 but, as before, they were informed that he would 
decline taking any less sum than the full rent. Again in 
reply to a request for information regarding Warehouse 
room, the Collector stated that as the existing warehouse 
was full of goods, and that no rooms of sufficient strength 
for warehouse purposes existed in the American Hotel, 
it would be essential to retain the existing building until 
a new one could be obtained. He concluded his letter 
witli a further appeal for a speedy decision regarding the 
Hotel. 2 His request was granted, the Board accepting 
the Hotel on the iSth February 1813, 3 after nearly a 
year's correspondence.

However, on the 2nd March (1813) the Commissioners 
ordered the Collector and Controller " to explain the 
reason why they did not state in their letter of the 8th 
Feb. . . . the whole matter contained in the answer of 
the Proprietors of the Custom House." The subsequent 
correspondence shows that according to the Board's 
Orders the Collector wrote to Mr. Kirkes' agent, John 
Leigh, Esq., a Liverpool solicitor, demanding an imme 
diate answer to the following question : " Whether the 
Landlord may not be disposed on the payment of a Sum

1 L. 29 Jan. 1813.   I.pool. 8 Fcby. 1813. " L. 18 Feb. 1813.
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of Money to release the Crown from the remainder of the 
Lease, and, if so, to state the lowest sum that would be 
taken in that event." To this Mr. Kirkes replied as
follows : 

Holker, Feby. 6th 1813. 
Gentlemen,

Your Letter to Mr Leigh of the 1st inst has been forwarded 
to me, requesting to know what sum I would take to release 
the Crown from the remainder of the Term in the Lease of the 
Custom House and Premises in answer to which I beg to inform 
you that circumstanced as I am with respect to that property 
I must decline taking any sum less than the full rent of present 
premises allowing the Lease to expire. I mentioned in my last 
correspondence with you on the subject, my willingness to grant 
a new Lease of the Premises for any Term that might be con 
venient to you not less than five years and I am still agreable 
to enter into any arrangement on that subject and should you 
have any objections to the proposal 1 then made, and will mention 
them, I shall be very happy to endeavor to come to any accomoda- 
tion, as 1 only wish for an equitable rent according to the value 
of the property considering the sums which have been expended 
by my ancestors in the erection of the Custom House, Ware 
house, &c. I should think it a very hard case if these premises 
were to be given up in favor of any other, I should be much 
obliged to you by laying this Letter before the Honblc Com 
missioners of his Majesty's Customs.

Mokl.CROtT KlKKKS.

Perhaps because no reply had been received to this, 
Mr. Kirkes again wrote, this time to the Secretary of the. 
Board in London : 

24 Feby. 1813. 
To The Secretary of Honble Commrs of His Majesty's Customs.

Sir,
I beg leave to request you will be pleased to lay before the 

Board of the Honble Commissioners of His Majesty's Customs 
for their information the enclosed copy of a Letter from the 
Collector and Controller of the Port of Liverpool and my answer 
thereto, as proprietor of the Custom House and Buildings belong 
ing at that place the acknowledgement of the receipt of this 
will oblige.

MORECRQVT KlKKES.
Holker, near Cartmel.
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This application, apparently, gave rise to the Board's 
enquiry. The reasons given by the Collector in a lengthy 
epistle were to the effect that as Mr. Kirkes was not willing 
to grant a lease of the premises for less than £800 per 
annum, a sum which the Commissioners had previously 
declared " was very unreasonable, and could not be 
acceded to," he therefore considered " it would have been 
indecorous in us, to trouble your Honrs again on a subject 
on which you had already decided, and more particularly 
as we have every reason to believe from the vague and 
indefinite language of Mr Kirkes last letter that it was 
his wish solely to procrastinate so that the Proprs. of 
the American Hotel, might give up all hope of letting it 
for a Custom House, which they had in fact almost begun 
to despair of, and appropriate it to other purposes in 
contemplation, in which event his object of securing the 
Crown as his Tenant, on his own Terms, would be com 
pletely effected." " If he had any serious intention of 
abating those proposals, we submit," writes the Collector, 
" it was for him to have stated them, and we should 
certainly have communicated them to your Honrs, but 
it would have been contrary to all precedent for us to 
set a value on his property." Mr. Swainson continues 
his letter with a summary of the events leading up to the 
acquisition of the American Hotel, given above, and 
concludes with the remark " that the whole of our pro 
ceedings, under the existing circumstances of the case, 
had but one object in view, the good of the service in 
which we were employed." '

The immediate effect of these revelations was a Treasury 
order to stay all further proceedings in regard to the 
American Hotel until further notice. 2 Meanwhile the 
Lords of the Treasury enquired whether there was a 
warehouse attached to the American Hotel and if so 
whether it was included in the proposed lease. The

1 Lpool. 7 March 1X13. 3 L. 13 March 1813.
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Collector merely repeated the information previously 
given, stating that it was intended to retain the existing 
warehouse until the Crown's lease expired, when one 
could be hired near the Hotel for about two to three 
hundred pounds a year. 1 The Treasury further desired 
to know what sum it would be necessary to pay the 
Lessor of the American Hotel if the Old Custom House 
were retained, directing the Officers to observe " all due 
caution and circumspection in your enquiries, in order 
as far as possible to protect the Interest of the Crown in 
the adjustment of this matter." 2 " Desirous as we are 
to fulfill your Honors Orders," replied the Collector, :! 
" we have no means whatever of forming an opinion, 
where there are such a variety of interests involved, 
except by application to some of the parties. We there 
fore communicated with Mr Montgomery, a Merchant of 
this Port and one of the principal Trustees of the Hotel. 
Monday he called but could not venture to give an 
opinion, and this morning sent the enclosed note " winch 
set forth that it was necessary to consult the other 
Trustees, and that " their mind is not yet finally made up 
on the subject." A fortnight later, 4 a letter from the 
said Trustees is forwarded by the Collector stating that 
they being only Trustees for the Proprs. at large we 
" cannot make any offer to cancel the contract. . . . 
But as it appears to be the wish of the Honble Commis 
sioners to have the Contract made void, we will undertake 
to submit any liberal offer from them to the said Pro 
prietors . . . and also use onr influence to induce them 
to accept the same notwithstanding our being advised 
that we are legally entitled to an entire fulfillment of 
the Contract." Nothing more is heard of the matter 
until the following October when the following letter is 
transmitted by the Officers to the Board : 5

1 Lpool. 3 Apl. 1813. ^ L. 23 Apl. 1813. 3 Lpool. 28 Apl. 1813. 
* Lpool. 19 May 1813. ~> Lpool. 6 Novr. 1813.
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4th Octr. 1813. 
Hon. Sirs,

We beg leave to call to your recollection that in the month of 
Feby. last your Hon. Board thro the intervention of the Col 
lector & Controller of the Customs here, contracted with us, as 
acting Trustees for the Proprietors at large, for the rental and 
occupation as a Custom House of a building situate in lower 
Sparling Street in this Town and known at present by the name 
of the American Hotel, for a term of seven years certain, to 
commence on or about the first day of March last past at the 
annual rent of /3oo payable in moieties half yearly. The first 
half year rent being the sum of ^150 is therefore now past due, 
and our sole object in this memorial is respectfully to request 
that your Hours, will order us payment thereof in the usual 
course.

JNO. MONTGOMERY, ADAM LODGE, 
RL>. HIND, W. M. DUNCAN.

Upon receipt of this the Board enquired whether the 
Treasury order of I3th Marcli had been reported to the 
Proprietors l and were assured that the aforesaid direc 
tions had been communicated to the Proprietors on the 
following day. 2 Again the matter rested until the 
Treasury ordered the Commissioners to renew the Lease 
of the old Custom House, whilst the matter of the 
American Hotel was to be submitted to arbitration. 3 
On the 3rd August 4 the Collector reported that they 
chose Thomas Molyneux, Esq., to be the Arbitrator for 
the Revenue, and the owners of the Hotel fixed on Thos. 
Booth, Esq., to be their Arbitrator, " and they having 
appointed Thos. Earle Esq to be the Umpire, he has 
awarded that the sum of £700 together with the costs of 
the Arbitration Bond and of the said award should be 
paid by the Revenue." " The parties by whom this 
decision has been made," concludes the Collector, " are 
Gentlemen of high respectability and integrity, and every 
way competent to determine the case with impartiality 
and equity."

1 L. 13 Dec. 1813. 2 Lpool. 20 Dec. 1813. 
1 L. 12 Mar. 1814. * Lpool. 3 Aug. 1814.
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In the meantime, the Collector had been ordered to 
ascertain Mr. Kirkes' lowest terms for a renewal of the 
Lease of the existing Custom House. 1 He advised the 
Board that the owner would grant a Lease for 14 or 21 
years at a rent of £800 per annum clear of all taxes, 
except Property Tax. Further he undertook " to put 
the Premises in fair tenantable repair," and alter them 
according to requirements at 10 per cent on the money 
so laid out. This proposal referred to the whole of the 
block, the Custom House and Yard, Warehouse and the 
house fronting Paradise Street, the latter then let at 
£31 los. Since its erection, concluded the Collector, the 
premises had " received little alteration and enlargement, 
but the encreaseof Trade is such that it no longer affords 
accomodation. By extending the present Long Room 
into the yard and erecting an additional Office over the 
entrance into the Yard from the Quay " he thought 
their requirements would be met. He was decidedly of 
opinion the terms were unreasonable, " yet in the present 
situation of things we have no hope of being able to 
prevail on the owner to lower the terms." 2

Whether the fire at the London Custom House had 
caused a complete derangement of the correspondence or 
not is uncertain, but the Commissioners were still appar 
ently doubtful whether to remove to the American Hotel 
or retain the existing Custom House. It seems that in a 
letter of 5th August 1814 (omitted from the Letter I'xiok) 
they had directed a further report to be sent on the 
relative advantages of the two sites, to which the Collector 
made reply : ;1

that the situation of this Port is such as to afford only the choice 
of those two buildings for the transaction of the business of the 
Revenue and the accomodation of the Trade of the place, the 
completion of the plan projected a few years back by the Cor-

1 L. 30 March 1814. '- J.pool. 5 Jinn- 1814. 
3 Lpool. 15 Aug. 1814.
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poration for the erection of a new Custom House to the west 
ward of the present one appearing to us to be almost hopeless.

The present Custom House has been built about 100 years, 
and tho' at the period of its erection and for a considerable 
time afterward, it afforded ample accomodation for the fair 
despatch of public business, and the conveniency of the Mer 
chants and others resorting to it, yet as the Trade of the Port 
has since been extended in more than a fourfold degree, and the 
number of Officers and Clerks employed in the performance of 
the Duty have necessarily been encreased in an equal proportion, 
many of them have unavoidably been obliged to perform their 
duty in small rooms, crowded to a very inconvenient degree, 
both to themselves and the merchants, and where the heat in 
the Summer Months has been extremely oppressive and unhealthy.

The only remedy for these evils, if it should ultimately be 
determined to carry on the business in this situation, is to extend 
the Long Room into the Yard, and to erect two additional 
Offices over the Gateway leading from the Western front, . . . 
by which means some additional space may be obtained and 
part of the premises be thereby removed from the other Offices.

The existing Lease of the present Custom House will expire 
in Jany. next and the Propr. from whom we have recently 
received the following Letter ' appears to be extremely anxious 
to have the Lease renewed on the Terms mentioned in his former 
Letter. . . . These Terms we cannot avoid considering as 
being very extravagant, and in which light they also appeared 
to Yr Honors in the year 1807, but as the removal to the Ameri 
can Hotel, has been objected to by some of the Merchants, as 
we have been led to beleive, on the ground of inconvenience 
from its being situated about 700 yards to the southward of 
this House and if this objection should be held to be valid, 
which we humbly presume is not tenable, as in no situation can 
a public building be found, which would equally suit the con 
venience of all the Merchants in a Port of such extensive Com 
merce as this, we do not see any means of avoiding the renewal

1 Gentlemen, Not having received any communication from you in reply 
to the proposal I made you in April last for the consideration of the Honble 
Commrs. of His Majestys Customs respecting the renewal of the Lease &c. 
I again trouble you to request you would be kind enough to give me an early 
and definitive answer on the subject as the present lease expiring in Jany. 
next makes me desirous of knowing their determination.

M. KIRKICS. 
Holker, 2nd Aug. 1814.
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of the Lease of the present building on the 1'roprs. own conditions, 
and in obedience to yr Honors Order of 10 Inst. we have written 
to him to know if he is willing to extend the Lease for the period 
of three or seven years, terminable at the option of the Crown, 
and on the receipt of his answer will transmit it. ...

We have only to add that the American Hotel is situated in 
the immediate vicinity of two of the most extensive and best 
frequented Docks, viz. the Kings & Queens, and to which the- 
greatest proportion of the Ships arriving from the American 
States, the West India Islands and the Baltic resort, and that 
its precise situation, as well as that of the old Custom House 
may be the better known we forward a plan [missing].

Mr. Kirkes' letter stated that he was agreeable to lease 
the Custom House at £800 per annum for three or seven 
years as the Crown desired. 1 The Commissioners then 
pointed out 2 that the London Dock Company only 
required 8 per cent on sums expended by them for buildings 
for the Crown, and directed the Collector to enquire 
whether Mr. Kirkes would agree to the same terms. Mr. 
Kirkes informed them that he was willing to carry out 
the alterations for 8 per cent, but in that event would 
require a lease of 14 or 21 years. 3 The Collector 
adds :

"we cannot avoid repeating that we have not any expectation 
of the plan of the Corporation for the erection of a new one, 
which was in contemplation some years since, being ever executed, 
and that had the intercourse with the United States of America 
been renewd this Summer it would have been impracticable to 
have executed the public business within the present confined 
limits of these premises as the great influx of persons resorting 
here, added to the heat of the Season, would have produced 
inconveniences which could not have been borne, without serious 
apprehension for the health of the respective Officers and Clerks, 
and the inconvenience can only be avoided by making the altera 
tions we have already suggested at an expence not exceeding 
£400." He concludes with the remark that it is desirable the 
work should be completed before the Winter sets in.

1 Lpool. 27 Aug. 1814. 
3 Lpool. 20 Sept. 1814.

L. 10 Sopt. 1814.
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Finally the Commissioners made up their minds and 
on the 18th October 1814 ordered the renewal of the 
lease for 14 or 21 years, on an agreement being made by 
the landlord to complete the alterations required at 8 per 
cent. On ist March following the Board ordered a full 
report and estimates of the alterations to be forwarded.

" The only possible improvements," replied the Collector, 1 
are " by throwing a strong brick arch over the entrance from the 
Quay into the yard, and building on it an office for the Collector, 
his principal Clerk, and 5 Assistant ones, which will be 30 feet 
long and 13 feet broad. In this room the Kings Chest will be 
secured in a recess in the Wall and the corespondence with a 
variety of the most important accounts, will be carried on, and 
by these means the best security from fire will be obtained which 
the situation is susceptible of, and at the Back of this Office 
will be a small one, designed for keeping the public Books and 
records secured from the effects of Fire, by being in like manner 
built on the aforesaid Arch and these Offices to be lighted by 
two small domes and two common windows." The Landlord, 
on receiving instructions that the terms were accepted " some 
time since commenced and now has nearly completed the Build 
ing of these two additional rooms in order that the Service might 
obtain the benefit of them, as soon as was practicable."

The other addition proposed to the premises is to extend the- 
Long Room backward into the Yard about one third of its 
present breadth which will then make its dimensions to be about 
44 feet long and 28 broad and this is all the extension which 
can possibly be given to it, tho' it is much less than the business 
calls for, and this addition is now ready to commence.

The alterations in the other parts of the buildings which are 
essentially necessary, are a partial change in the direction of 
the stairs leading to the Long room and the other Offices con 
nected with it, and the making of a dome or skylight in the roof 
over them, the building of the archway beforementiond having 
destroyed the former light, the taking down a large projecting 
stack of Chimneys in the office to be occupied by the Controller 
and putting up and Iron Stove with Pipes without brickwork 
in its stead, to make such office conveniently large for the public 
business the same being much smaller than the one he now 
occupies, and as one of the windows will be destroyed by the

1 Lpool. 3 June 1815.
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erection of the new building a new one of nearly double the size 
of the remaining one is found to be necessary. A Water Closet 
over the Controllers room is also unavoidably necessary for 
which purpose a Counter ceiling must be put up in that office 
about three feet below the present one to obtain an approach 
to it. The alterations and Additions with the opening of three 
or four doors of interior communication from the other offices 
to the New Buildings are all that are proposed or can be obtained 
tho the accomodation here will then be worse than in almost 
any other Custom House in the Kingdom anil without them in 
the extended trade of the port the public business could no 
longer be carried on." An accurate estimate, he concluded, could 
not be given, but the cost would be about ^1000 with the addition 
of new desks and book presses.

The suggested alterations were duly approved by the 
Board, 1 and the work commenced. A few mouths later 
the following notice appeared in the local newspapers : 

" The Custom-house in this town, which was built in tin- 
early part of the last century ; has lately undergone a complete 
repair, and with the additional buildings has been rendered a 
complete and convenient place for business." -

Meanwhile, the Board, profiting no doubt from the 
disaster in London, made extensive enquiries of all the 
outports as to their safeguards against fire. 3 In reply 
the Collector informed them that 

" a Fire Engine has never been supplied for the use of the Custom 
House here, but there are 6 or 7 such Engines at this Port belong 
ing to the different Insurance companies and other public estab 
lishments which are kept under the direction of the companies 
&c. and are worked by persons provided by them, but none 
of the Officers of the Revenue are so employed, or are retained 
to give their assistance in the event of a fire happening in these 
premises, such assistance being afforded by the inhabitants at 
large, in all accidents of this kind which happen in this town." *

A later letter informs us that the " Custom House is 
insured from Fire by the proprietor in £6,000 at the

1 L. 20 June 1815. - Liverpool Mercury, 29 M;ir. 1816. 
a L. 20 Jan. iSi6. < Lpool. 5 Feb. 1816;
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Imperial Fire Office, London," 1 ;incl in 1819, we are 
supplied with more details :  -

Insured (by Mr Kirkes) in Imperial Fire Office. 29 Sepr. 1813. 
.£2,000 on the Custom House. 

1,000 on Warehouse &c. in Yard. 
3,000 on Warehouse fronting Hanover Street. 

500 on Warehouse in Paradise Street.

£6,500

but that no addition had been made in respect of the 
recent alterations. Mr. Kirkes was thereupon required 
immediately to effect an Insurance on the additions made 
by him in a sum equal to 2/3 of the cost thereof, before 
the Lease was executed. 3 He accordingly produced 
proof to the Collector of having insured the premises for 
£1,100, the sum expended by him in improvements having 
been £1,565 los. 4(/. 4

In spite of these alterations, the growing trade of the 
port soon rendered the accommodation inadequate and in 
1819 we find the Collector writing : 5

" The great increase of business here has rendered an additional 
number of Clerks in our departments absolutely necessary, and 
it has been matter of serious complaint and great Inconvenience 
both to the Public and to those more immediately in the Col 
lectors department that his office is so very contracted and 
confined as to space. The Room is only about 28 feet long and 
12 feet wide, out of which a passage is taken of three feet wide 
nearly the whole length. In this Room the Collector sits with 
his chief Clerk and three others, to these a fourth is now added, 
and there is literally no room for him, and there is only one way 
in which this great inconvenience may be in some degree remedied, 
and that is by extending the office into the yard behind turning 
an arch of communication with the present room, by which an 
addition may be procured of from 18 to 20 feet in length and 
12 feet in width to the Office for the Public business, and extended 
backwards parallel, but a little beyond the Controllers Office

1 Lpool. ii July 1816. 2 Lpool. 4 Sep. 1819. 
* L. 9 Sop. 1819. 4 Lpool. 18 Sep. 1819. 
6 Lpool. 31 July 1819.
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as the latter is now enlarged by your late directions l ; the 
expence of this alteration cannot be exactly estimated but we 
are of opinion it will not exceed the sum of ^100.

The Collector begs to add that was not the necessity so abso 
lute, he should not have proposed putting the Revenue to any 
additional charge but for the comfort ami convenience of those 
who are in his office and which in the hot weather is scarcely 
to be endured."

Permission to make the alteration was given on jrd 
August 18 iq.

In September iSji, the Commissioners appointed Mr. 
Scovell to be Inspector deneral of the Outdoor Dept. at 
Liverpool. 2 The question of accommodation for this 
Officer and his Clerks thereupon became urgent, and it 
was suggested that a part of the Piaz/.a might be enclosed 
for this purpose, at an estimated cost of £r :;8 QS. qrf. 3 
The alteration was approved by the Board,'1 but on com 
plaints having been received by us of the inconveniences 
likely to arise from the alteration, the Officers were 
ordered immediately to stop the work,5 and report what 
had been done. The Officers stated in their reply 6 
that 

the work contemplated was that of enclosing a part of the open 
space of the Piazza, under the Long Room, which has been done 
agreeably to your said order of the 6th Ulto. The Piazza afore 
said was only used as a Passage to the adjoining Offices on the 
Ground Floor of the building, and the entrance to the Stairs 
leading to the Long Room and to a great degree it was fre 
quently used as a longing place, and by a numerous class of low 
Agents or Brokers, to the annoyance of Merchants, and others, 
who frequent the Custom Ho., on real business. The additl. 
offices authorized to be built by your bcforementioned order of 
the 6th ulto were completed previous to the receipt of your

1 The Controller craved an extension of his office, as the one he now occupies 
is smaller than the one he had before the last alterations. Lpool. n Nov. 
1818. Granted 18 Jan. 1819. Cost £46.

- L. 26 Sept. 1821. ' Lpool. 15 Nov. 1821.
< L. 6 Dec. 1821. » L. 3 Jan. 1822.
s Lpool. 10 Jan. 1822.
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directions of the 3rd inst. but the Desks Bookpresses &c. have 
not yet been fitted up and we respectfully beg to state that the 
impracticability of the Inspector Genl. being accomodatcd in 
any other manner was our only motive for submitting the appro 
priation of a small portion of the Piazza to his use in the 
manner explained in the plan herewith transmitted No. 2, and 
we are convinced the inconvenince anticipated, will be found, not 
to have any existence, and we submit whether your Honors may 
not be pleased to take Mr Scovells opinion on the subject.

The Commissioners were evidently convinced, for they 
ordered the alterations to be completed forthwith. 1

These were the last extensive alterations made to the 
old building. In August 1837 the New Custom House, 
the present building, was opened, and a few years later 
the old building was abandoned and demolished.

Tin' following correspondence sheds some light on the state 
of the town in 1823, and may be compared with the incidents 
narrated above, pp. 19-24.

Lpool. 12 Dec. 1823. . . . "That a considerable number 
of attempts, having been recently made, to break open and rob, 
many of the bunking houses and Merchants Counting Houses 
of this Town, by a Gang of Thieves, which have succeeded in 
carrying off, from that of the Counting House of the Mayor, 
Bills and Cash to a large amount, and have lately broken into 
another counting House, situate in a public street, at a very 
short distance from this Custom House. We have felt it our 
duty to employ each night, for the present, a trusty Tide waiter, 
as a Watchman, and under the circumstances of the valuable 
property lodged in the Custom House and the amount of the 
Money, in deposit in the Kings Chest, and the Crown defraying 
no part of the expences of the Town Watch, we trust your Honors 
will approve thcrof." The Commissioners did approve (L. 17 
Dec.) but directed the Collector to report whether any officer 
resided in the Custom House and if not whether an arrangement 
could not be made to have this duty performed without an 
additional expence to the Crown.

Lpool. 30 Dec. 1823. " There is an officer resident in this 
Custom House, viz. Anthony Godber, Yard Keeper, but he having

1 L. ib Jan. 1822,
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but one Leg, is incapacitated from acting with promtitude in case 
of alarm, and we are not aware of any arrangement that could 
at present be made for the performance of this duty without 
some Expence to the Crown."

The Commissioners then requested the Officers to report 
whether they had " any other objection to the Officer . . . than 
his having only one Leg and whether he is furnished with Fire 
Arms." (L. I Jan. 1824.) To this the Collector replied that 
they had no further objection to the Officer, and also that he 
was not furnished with Fire Arms by the Crown (Lpool, 6 Jan.). 
Again they wrote on 24th March that no further attempts had 
been made and as the nights were becoming shorter the watch 
might be discontinued, and this was done.

There follow two tables which give some idea of the Offices 
and their dimensions in 1798 and 1821 respectively.
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DIMENSIONS OK THE CUSTOM HOUSE, LIVERPOOL

As measured by Henry Fairclough, whose estimate for white 
washing at £d. p. cu. foot amounted to ^13 los. 8d. Dated 
Liverpool, 31 May 1798.

Arcade
Long KI mill . .
T. Lowncles Oilier
Private Office . .
Coniptr. Office. .
Collrs. do.
Wall in yard . .

fronting do.
Comptrs. Clerk
Customers Off. . .
Staircase

Do.
Land Sur*'. Off.
Passage to do. . .
Land waiters
Hetldards House
Jerquers Office
Searchers Office
Porters Cabin . .
Necessaries
Warehouse Office
Storekeeper
Lodging Room . .
Coastwaiters . .

Old Churchyard.
L\vr. Room,

Watcrgd.
Back Room . .
Title Surveyors
Extra do.
Passage

Do
Staircase & do.

Ceiling

Length 
feet

33
28-d

15
15-0
I5-3
23-9

>5'3
15-0
13-6
13-6
i.5-y
10-9
27-9
I5-3
13-6
15
13
36-2
16-3
I5-3
15
i.:

24-6
17-0
'4
13-9
10
14-6
18-9

Breadth 
feet

 28

33-<>
'5'-i
10-9

I.T'3

I3-(,

_..

I3-()
13-8

i.yd
i.yd
'.VI
15
13
13-9
15-''
i.f.|
8-d
7-6

12-6

15
i3'S

M

'; '>
10

14-')
9
5
2-10

12-3

Content 
cu.feet

9 -4
95 .|-9
227-6
100-7

232-0
3207
 

209-8
205
20,1-3
418
241-6
I63'3
36-9

209-8
209-3
 213-9
I IO-(>

27I-3
203-1
228-9
205
1 08

434-1°
'75
200-0

123-9
50
41-1

229-8

Walls

Length 
feet

1 Id
124-1
(>3-2
53'"
04-4
84-1)
63-1)

dl-2
dl-I
34'i
 

67
51-0

8 1 -6
44-0
15
58-0

43
 
57-6
63-6
61-1
52

84-6

55
57-''
45-6
30
34-8

Breadth 
feet

10-9
'3
13
13
13
12
16-2

1 2 -6
1338-2
 

I 1-2

II

10
10-9
10-9
10-9

8
 
9-9
9-6
9-0

ii

9
9
8-10
8-10
8-10
8-10

Content 
cu. feet

1247
1(113-1
821 -2

(5915
836-4

1014
1030-7

764-7
794-1

1982
 

748-2
500-6
«I5
478-1
626-6
628-6
344
 

56-7
603-3
580-3
57^

760-6
495
507-11
401-1 1
265
306-2
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CUSTOM HOUSE, LIVERPOOL
Description of Premises sent to Board 20 Aug. 1821, held on 

Lease dated i June 1819 for 21 years at £895 p. annum.

How Occupied

By the Collector and Controller and 
their respective Clerks, for the 
carrying on, the various duties of 
their Situations

Landing Surveyors

Registrars

Landing Waiters

The several Officers and Clorks in the 
Warehousing Department

Surveyor of Searchers and his Clerk

Searchers and their Clerks

Jerquer and his Clerks

Coastwaiters

Yard and House Keeper

Record Rooms for the deposit of Old 
Books and Papers

WAREHOUSE attached to (

four ea 
one

For the deposit of seized Goods   as 
also Goods sent for Security of the 
Duties.

Length

ft. ins. 
43-6 
I3--S 
M'3 
15
2 2  ()

'.V3 
jo-;

47

18 
16

18

43-io

16-9 
J8-.J 
18
36 
I 3 -8

14-10

I3'2
14-9 
I 7 -8

15-3 
13-3

15-2

14-9 
137

31 
1.5-3 
26-10

CUSTOM

75-6 
49 
45'4 
25-6

Breadth

ft. ins. 
I2-.( 
y-0 

'4 
15 
13 
'4
l.|-U
27-6

17-6 
8

17-4

17-9

I2'3 
18 

8 
18 
16-10

13-8

14-6 
15
!3'i

12-9
13
13-4
13-7
10-9

18
M 
15-6

HOUSE.

49 
31-6 
16-6
17-4

Height

ft. ins. 
12-7 

1 .> (> 

IJ-I I 
I 2   I O 
12-2 
13 
9'9 

13

9-6 
9-6

9-9

10-4

10-5
7-<> 
7-6 
7-6 

7
9-11

ii 
10-6
10-2

9'3 
9'3

10-6

IO-2 
10-2

9'4

9-4 
9'4

8'2
8-0 
8-0 

10


