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THE OLD CUSTOM HOUSE, LIVERPOOL.
By Eric Hardwicke Rideout.

Read 18th February, 1926.

HE story of the Old Custom House has more
than an archaological interest. For more than a
century, perhaps the most important century in Liverpool
history, the Custom House was intimately connected
with the trade and progress of the town. Since the
prosperity of Liverpool at this period depended almost
entirely on its overseas trade, and all its shipping had
to be cleared through the Custom House, this building,
in its many expansions and alterations, was a tangible
witness to the rapid increase of the commerce of the
Port. The growth of the building both by internal re-
arrangement and by accretion is a vivid illustration of
the innate conservatism of the central government, in-
credulously resisting the ever-increasing demands of the
Liverpool Officers for more space and for greater expen-
diture, as though London could hardly believe its eyes
and ears as it read and heard of the phenomenal growth
of the port of Liverpool.

To some extent of course the size of a Custom House
depends on the multiplicity of duties levied within its
walls. Its bricks and mortar bear witness to the host of
bounties and imposts and all the countless paraphernalia
of the mercantile system. But in spite of the inevitable
complications with which the Law Officers of the Crown
struggled and wrangled in vain, and almost overshadowing
them in complexity, were the innumerable new interests
of Liverpool Shipping. During the century under review,
the African or Slave trade arose and fell, the tobacco,
cotton, sugar and timber trades were firmly established,
the American Colonies flourished and became in the eyes
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of the Revenue authorities a menace as the independent
United States. The century also witnessed the rise of
the Isle of Man smuggling trade to its nefarious climax,
the growth of the trade with the Mediterranean and the
plague-infested Levant, the conversion of Britain into a
manufacturing, wheat-importing country, and terminated
only with the collapse of the many monopolies so dear
to the political economists, notably that of the East India
Company, and finally with the introduction of steam
navigation. Add to all these the incessant wars when
the traders of the port turned pirate or ‘ privateers ’ and
sought to maintain by force of arms the commerce on
which their being depended, with the multitudinous
regulations this involved, and the expansion of the old
Custom House is hardly remarkable.

Through the courtesy of the Honourable Commissioners
of His Majesty’s Customs and Excise, I have been allowed
access to sundry documents relating to the Port of Liver-
pool. Amongst these, preserved in the present Custom
House at Liverpool, are the Letter Books containing
copies of letters sent from the Honble. Board to the
principal Officers at Liverpool, and those from the Officers
to the Board. To the Commissioners then my thanks are
due for so generously affording me facilities to consult
their records. From this immense mass of MSS. the
following account of the Custom House is mainly derived.?

1 The Letters, from 1712 to 1855, are copied into a series of volumes, 352
in number, labelled

“ Board to Collector.”

““ Collector to Board.”
References to letters in the first series are abbreviated thus—e.g. L. 10 Oct.
1715, and in the second—Lpool. 12 Oct. 1715. The records, particularly
in the earlier years of the eighteenth century, are unfortunately incomplete,
hence in some instances the matters dealt with remain obscure. The defici-
encies, perhaps, are not to be wondered at when we read of the methods by
which the Customs business was then conducted. We might assume from
the following letter (13 May 1744) that until that date at least, no adequate
provision had been made for the proper care of the records since the removal

to the new Custom House,
*On having recourse to the Repository of the Old Books and papers of
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The Old Custom House, Liverpool. 5

Considerations of space forbid the reproduction of all the
letters in full, and indeed such a course is hardly required.
The older or more important letters are given in full, and
the remainder quoted so far as is necessary to illuminate
the history of the buildings.

At the time when the records commence, the Custom
House, an insignificant building, stood at the bottom of
Water Street, on the shore, opposite to the Tower.! Its
successor, the Old Custom House, was built in 1721-2,
at the east end of the Old Dock. This building in time
was superseded by the present building, one of the finest
buildings on the city. With that remarkable aptitude

this House (in the making out the long Account of Shipping, shortly to be
transmitted to your Honors) I find them in very great Confusion, that the
Ocassion of such Disorder has been the want of Proper Presses, &e. to assort
them into when they are laid up. I have therefore taken the Liberty to
Enclose to your Honors an estimate of the expense of fixing up some rough
Boards for the purpose of keeping for the future the Books and Papers in a
regular manner that when you are pleased to order any account to be
transmitted to your Honors it may be done in a Shorter Time and with
more Exactness.”

These deficiencies are the more to be lamented since most, if not all of the
earlier records kept at London were destroyed in the disastrous fire at the
Custom House in 1814 (L. 12 Feb. 1814). Thus at the outports alone can
anything like a complete series of eighteenth-century letters be found.

No such disaster occurred in Liverpool, the only accident recorded which
might have caused great loss of life as well as destruction of historical docu-
ments occurred in 1802.

Lpool. 26 Jan. 180z. *‘On Thursday morning last, during a most tre-
mendous gale of wind, a stack of chimnies belonging to the Custom House,
was blown down upon the roof of the Collector’s Office which was instantly
beaten in, and the Kings Chest forced nearly thro’ the floor beneath, together
with many official books and papers. Happily no lives were lost, but a
variety of accounts which were in a state of preparation, together with many
vouchers, and all the papers relative to the correspondence with your Honors
were buried in the rubbish, or otherwise destroyed ; this event will therefore
put a stop to the correspondence, and retard the transmission of our accounts
and vouchers for a considerable time to come.”

Fortunately there does not appear to have been the wholesale scrapping of
obsolete records which occurred in other outports, the series of letter books
being complete from 1715 to the present day.

! Peet, * Liverpool in the Reign of Queen Ann,” Trans. Hist. Soc. Lancs.
and Ches., lix, 56, notes the following assessment for 1708 : *‘ Sylvester

»

Moorcroft, Esq., p. ye Custom House . . . £2 2 4, which at the rate of
3d. in the pound is about £9o p. ann.
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for effacing all traces of its past so characteristic of the

town, both the earlier buildings were demolished in the

last century. It is interesting, too, to remember that in

erecting the present building, the citizens not only chose i
a most unsuitable spot, but at the same time buried, or at ‘
least filled up the grave of, their most notable early enter-

prise the Old Dock.

The construction of the Dock, the first in Europe, has
been described, apparently as fully as the scanty records
permit, by Touzeau.!

The first notice of the use of this Dock found in the
Letter Books is found in the following Letter from the
Custom House, London :— Application has been made
to us by Sir Thos. Johnson for liberty to discharge a
vessel belonging to him in the Dock lately erected and
finished at your Port lately arrived with a loading of
Deals &c. . . . from Norway, and the said Dock being as
he alledges in Strictness within the Limits of the Port for
discharging Ships, You may permit the said Ship to dis-
charge in the Dock as desired if you have no real objection
thereto and it will be noaddittional charge to the Revenue.””?
The use of this new landing-place at once presented a
crop of problems. In the first place, and an important
consideration to the merchants, the Dock was not a legal
quay. Thus a special permit, or sufferance, had to be
obtained and granted by the Custom House before goods
could be unloaded there. Attendance at unlawful quays
involved, too, extra charges for the officer's attendance
For the Revenue, an important consideration also arose,
namely the guarding of goods from the dockside to the
Custom House Yard for examination, weighing and
storage, pending the payments of the duties. ‘“ How
can Revenue be secured,”” wrote the Board,® ““ by the

! Touzeau, Rise and Progress of Liverpool, i, 379. See also Ramsay Muir,
History of Liverpool, p. 176, for a deseription of the town and a bibliography
of principal works relating thereto.

* L. 3 Sept. 1715. 8 L. 2y Octrs £715.
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method of Carrying the Goods through the Strand from
the place of Landing to the place of Examination ? " It
is an interesting sidelight on the times to realise how
horror stricken were the Commissioners at the Collector’s
proposal in reply, to establish an Officer at the end of
Strand Street to act as guard. ** We cannot apprehend,”” 2
they say, “ that one Officer can effectually secure such
Goods from ye place of Landing &c without Imbezlement.”’
The further reply of the Collector unfortunately does not
appear, but we learn from a report some years later ** that
officers on board ships in Dock send Ticketts with every
Loading of Goods from thence to the Yard, with the
Carters name, marks and numbers of each cask &c to be
compared and Examined by the Proper Officers there.” ?
The method is noted since with a carelessness quite
typical of the period no alteration had taken place in the
status of the Dock as an unlawful quay in the intervening
years. Nevertheless the Board were evidently willing
to continue the practice of landing foreign goods there
until a ** New Custom House is built and the Keys of the
Dock made free.”” With an eye to economy however,
they add : “ But in regard to the Goods are landed at
the new Dock for the accomodation of the Merchants
and the Dispatch of their Business we think it is reason-
able that they should be at the Charge of an Officer to
attend the removal of Goods.””*

As a result of the opening of the Dock, proposals were
made for the removal of the Custom House to a more
eligible site. The first plan came from Mr. George Tyrer,
and was laid before the Board in 1719, who directed the
officers to consider the same :—

There having been laid before us a proposal of Mr Geo Tyrer
for building a new Cm Ho at yr Port Inclosd we send you a
copy of the said proposal and you may acquaint Mr Tyrer that

1 Lpool. 8 Decr. 1816. ¢ L. 18 Decr. 1716.
* Lpool. 5 Feb, 1720. 4 L. 16 Feb. 1720,
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we shall be willing to contract for the building of Cm Ho at the
Dock provided the Rent thereof does not exceed the Rent of
the present Cm Ho and that the person contracting agree to
make the same conveniencies for officers Storehouses, and a
burning Ho for damaged Tobacco as are at the Present Ho.
with such further Convenyances as shall be judged necessary And
take off the Lease of the present Cm Ho. And in case Mr Tyrer
shall agree thereto you are to lay before us his proposal and yr
opinions &ec. . . .1

Evidently Mr. Morecroft heard of the proposed change,
for two days later the Board sent the following letter to
Liverpool :—?2

Mr Norris and Mr Peters having laid before us a memorial of
Mr Moorcroft, owner of the present Cm: Ho: at yr: port, pro-
posing the building a new Cm. Ho. at the Head, or East End
of the Dock, fronting the gates of entrance thercof ; Inclosd we
send you a Copy of the sd Memoriall with a Draught or Plan of a
Cm. Ho. formerly transmitted by the sd Moorcroft and we
direct you to consider the sd draught and in case Mr Moorcroft
will engage to build a New Cm Ho at the East end of the Dock

&c. we shall be ready to take a lease thereof allowing him
the same Rent as is paid for the present Cm Ho, provided Mr
Moorcroft will discharge H.M. from the lease he has in the present
Cm Ho and will either build a new house for burning damaged
Tobacco or else grant a Lease of the Burning Ho made use of
at present without any addition of Rent and if Mr Moorcroft
agree thereto you are without loss of time to settle with him a
draught of the Building and transmit it with plan . . . give
time it will be finished.

In the meantime the Commissioners had consulted
Mr. Ripley, “ an able builder on the Modell sent up by
Mr. Moorecroft, and he has laid before us another plan
of the Middle story and an upright which will not exceed
the charge of Mr. Moorcroft’s.”” Below we give an abstract
of Mr. Ripley’s specification.®

1 L. 23 June 1719. 2 L. 4 July 1710.

3 L. 4 Aug. 1710,

Ripley was the architect of the Custom House, London, built in 1712 and
burnt down in 1814. This building was the subject of many well-known
prints and engravings of the eighteenth century and was considered one of
the sights of the city.




THE OLD DOCK AND CUSTOM HOUSE.

(From a Plan of the Town and Port of Liverpool by George Perry, 1769.)
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My. Ripleys observations on New Cm Ho. Abstract.

Ought to stand clear of all other buildings.

Chimneys are ill placed, as at side of building and must con-
sequently be as high as the Roof, will in any great wind be
in danger of blowing down.

Arches of Archade much out of proportion, pillars which carry
front too slight.

Archade too large occupies half ground floor.

New Plan by Ripley.

Foundation of Out Walls 3 Bricks thick.

e of partition walls 24 o o
Cellar Story 8 feet high Clear.
Next Story ¥o = 8 ) pr
Out Walls of these 2 storys 2} Bricks thick.
Partition wall X, 2 b .
Story one pair of stairs 12 feet high.
Upper Story 8

Bricks thick.
1

Out Walls These two
Partition Walls ,, )
Parrapet Walls do.

[ have not drawn a Turrit or Cupulo, but if it be thought
convenient the building will admit of it.

Archade or Piazza to be only betwixt Wing and Wing—Ilarge
enough.

I have fixt a scale to the design that they may find the bigness
of every Room.

" "

It was found however, as is usually the case, these
alterations cost money, some £186 above the original
estimate. Mr. Morecroft therefore, to compensate for
this, demanded an extra rent of f25 per annum. Mr.
Ripley, taxed with the matter, admitted that the altered
plan would involve further expense, but justified it on
the ground that “ what he as proposed is necessary for
the advantage and security of the building.”” But, ran
the logic of the Commissioners,! ““ in regard the Building
of the said Custom House is for the Ease and Accomo-
dation of the Merchants, we cannot see any reason for
Encreasing the Rent thereof ; and therefore if Mr Moore-

1 L. 19 Mar. 1720.

r———————
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croft will forthwith enter into articles of Agreement with
the Collr. on behalf of the Crown to compleat the same
according to Mr. Ripleys Modell at the like Rent of
£106 : 10 : 0 as is paid for the present Custom House and
to grant a lease of 50 years as proposed by him with a
Clause of Renewal on the same terms ... You may
prepare the Agreement &c .. .” The Commissioners
for their part undertook to pray the Treasury to advance
Mr. Morecroft £500, as he desired, to be deducted out of
the growing Rents of the Custom House. As it had also
been represented that the Collector proposed to retain
the Tidesurveyor’s and Tidesmen’s Office and the Burn-
ing House and apartment for damaged tobacco on the
old premises, Mr. Morecroft was allowed a rent of f14
per annum for the same. Mr. Morecroft duly received
his £s500 and was directed to enter into a bond to
repay the sum out of the first five years’ rent of the
buildings.!

The estimate of the charge of fitting up the New
Custom House is given in full, together with the Board’s
comments, the latter of particular interest in view of
subsequent developments.

L. 3 Aug. 172%.
An Estimate of the Charge of Fitting up the New Cm Ho.

The Long Room.
A Press g feet wide & 84 feet high with folding doors &
Partitions with shelves to keep the Books & Papers
in £ a0 o ot L5 7 “' 4 60
A New Clock (with Change of the Old one value £2) .. 8 o o
A New Writing Table with Drawers & Covering with
Kersey edged with Leather & fitting up the Old

Table & Pins to hang the Files on LR A
A Grate, Fire Shovell, Tongs, Poker & Fender 2 10 O
23..3 6

! L, 13 Septr. 1721.
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The Customers Office.

Two Presses at the Chimney side both made close £4 o o
A New writing table covered with Cloth & Drawers 4 o o
Three Chairs £1:2:6 & Ten yards matting.. g 2.3
A Stove Grate, Fire shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender 2 0 o

12 2 10

The Collectors Office.
A Press at the Chimney side with Doors shelves Par-

titions Hinges Bolt and Lock 4 . v | B 100
For altering & Making an addition to the w rmng Table,

Shelves & Pins el < e Fup o

A Grate, Fire Shovell, Tongs, Poker & Fender 2 0 o
Three new Chairs (the old ones to serve in other rooms) 1 2 6
Twelve Yards of Matting 1 4 O
g 16 6

The Comptrollers Office. =R
Shelves on both sides the Chimney with Partitions .. 1 10 o0
The old Table to be mended & Covered & 2 drawersinit 1 1 o
Two Chairs. . 5 s s 1 .o 4 15 0
A Grate Fire shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender LA TR s o
5 6 o

The Searchers & Coastwaiters Office.
Shelves on both side the Chimney & Partitions .. 1 10 o0

Addition to the Writing Table, Shelves & Pins .. 1 10 O
Three Chairs Ve x Sk e o so O TO 6
A Grate Fire Shovell, Tongs Poker & Fender wro: e B Qe O
5 16 6
The Land Surveyors Office. JiF
A Grate Fire Shovell & Tongs Poker & Fender .. 1 o o
Shelves at the Chimney Piece & Pins for Files §ot 00
Addition to the old Writing Table & Covering el T IO O
Three Chairs o . Yo oy i I 15 0
4 15 ©

The Landwaiters Office.
Shelves on each side of the Chimney and Making an

addition to the old table & covering it <« 4 10 O
A Grate Fire Shovell & Tongs Poker & Fender .. 1 o o

5 10 ©
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Two Stove Rooms for Dry Goods.

Shelves Pins & Other Conveniences .. o .« £5' o ©
Great Cellar Stillages .. at L5 30, o
Shelves & Stillages in the Other Ccllars 33 iy 4010

Iz 0 O

[Total £78 10 4.]

“We have had under consideration the Letter of 7th Ulto
with an Estimate of the Charge of fitting up and providing
Necessaries wanting for the severall offices in the New Custom
House. . . . Observing that you have laid out more rooms &
mentioned more Chairs than are wanting for the Service of some
of the Offices . . . We have caused the enclosed account to
be drawn out of what we consider necessary to be done and pro-
vided for the Service &c. . . . which you may cause to be done
& provided accordingly ; . . . and that there can be no Ocassion
for the Consulting Room, whereby will be saved to the Crown
£23:10:6, being of opinion that one office will be sufficient
for the Searcher and Coast waiters and one for the Surveyors,
besides what may be saved out of the Article £8 for exchanging
the Old clock for a new one which we think is a very unreason-
able demand for a plain Clock. . . . And you are to place the
Charge of £78: 10: 4 after deduction of what can be saved in
the Article of the Clock to the Collectors acco’t of Incidents,
Rt

Whilst building was proceeding the Collector pointed
out that there was a great want of sheds in the yard at
the New Custom House for the preservation of Tobacco
and other perishable goods from the weather as they
were landed, and suggested that suitable buildings might
be erected for about £50 or £60.! The Board, however,
asked whether “ Tarpawlins ** might not be provided for
the purpose.®? The reply to this is not to be found, but
in a subsequent letter ® the Commissioners express the
opinion that if the * Keys ’ in front of the Custom House
are made free (i.e. legal quays) there should be no need
of sheds in the yard since the goods might be examined

1 Lpool. 3 Nov. 1721. ? L. 9 Nov. 1721.
3 L. 17 Apl. 1722.
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either as they were landed or in the Custom House itself.
In any event they conclude, if sheds were used in the
yard at the Old Custom House and had been provided
there by the Landlord, then he should provide the same
facilities in the new building according to the terms of his
agreement.! The letter in which these observations are
made, it is interesting to note is dated 17 April 1722, and
is in reply to the Collector’s letter of the 4th of the
preceding December. ‘° The Commissioners observing ’’
from the latter, they write, ““ that the New Custom House
being finished, the Landlord left the Keys thereof with
the Collector at Midsummer last, we direct that you
remove the Officers there without further loss of time, as
we expected you had done before, and in regard the keys
were delivered to the Collector at Midsummer, we think
it reasonable and direct accordingly, that you pay the
Rent of the New Custom House &c. from Midsummer,
but the Rent of the old Custom House to cease from that
time.”” Furthermore, they continue, ‘“ having had re-
course to our Letter of 3rd August last directing the
several Offices in the new Custom House to be fitted up
we are at a loss to know what you mean by saying in
your above letter that the Christmas Holydays wou’d be
a proper time to fitt up the several Offices with the Old
Materials.”” The Collector thereupon made excuse that
it would not be convenient to remove the Officers to the
New Custom House “ for that the Goods must be carried
from the Dock to the Old Custom House until the Keys
are made lawful.””? ““ We direct,” replied the Board,
“ that, in regard the Goods are now landed at the Dock
by Sufferance, that the Officers do attend and examine
them there, which will lessen the present charge both to
the Revenue and the Merchants. And we do expect that
the Officers be removed accordingly without further loss

1 Sheds were, however, authorised by the Board, to be built at a cost of
£52 115, on 7 June 1722, * Lpool. 20 Apl. 1722.
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of time, letting the Landlord know that we shall abide
by our former decision of paying Rent for one Custom
House only.”” * In spite of this determination however,
we learn from a subsequent letter * that Mr. Silvester
Moorcroft had presented a Memorial setting forth that
the old Custom house was not quitted until May 1722,
that the glass in the Windows had not been left in repair,
according to the lease, and claiming the sum of £92, being
a year’s rent of the Old building. The Board ordered
the windows to be repaired and authorised the payment
of the rent claimed.?

In the meantime, so much had the business of the
Customs increased that the Collector wrote on the roth
May 1722 that the ‘° Landsurveyors were in want of
room in their Office for Chests and Presses for securing
the Landwaiters’ Books and other accounts distinct,”” par-
ticularly when we recollect the whittling down of accom-
modation when the Offices were first equipped (p. 12).
The Commissioners thereupon directed the Surveyors to
be allowed ‘‘ the Room adjoyning to their present Office
as was at first intended for the better Dispatch of their
Business.”” * However, by a little ingenuity the ‘ Sur-
veyors have divided their present Office that each of
them has a Large Closett Inclosed and a sufficient Room
besides and a place at each end of the Chimney with two
large Presses which will hold all their Books and Papers
for many years, that their Old Books and Papers may be
put into an upper Room with others, and ther being
great Occassion for the Room, (propsd to be added to the
Surveyor’s Office) to hold Dry Goods and East India
Goods of which it is now full,”” wrote the Collector re-
questing approval,® which was duly given.®

The Old Custom House has attracted but little attention

rom local historians. Richard Brooke, F.S.A., in that

1 L. 24 Apl. 1722. 2 L. 22 Nov. 1722.
% L. 24 Dec. 1722. ¢ L. 14 Aug. 1722.
& Lpool. 17 Aug. 1722. ¢ L. 26 Octy 1722,
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picturesque and vivid narrative of Liverpool in the Last
Quarter of the Eighteenth Century tells us that the Custom
House

was a brick building, with slightly projecting wings; the angles
and windows were ornamented with stone. It had the royal
arms carved in stone, in front, and was entered by a wide flight
of steps in the centre, through arches, into an arcade or piazza,
out of which several doors opened, and a staircase led to the long
room which was above the piazza, and to several other offices.
The Custom House yard and warehouse, the latter fronted Para-
dise Street, were at the back, and access to them for carts was
obtained by a passage on the south side of the Custom House.
The whole were pulled down in 1839, when the new Custom
House in Canning Place was opened * (p. 74).

Brooke, by the way, is the only historian to give a list
of the Collectors of the Port of Liverpool, from 1698 to
1823. A complete list now hangs in the Collector’s
room in the present Custom House. Enfield’s account
of the building in 1773 was supplemented by what is
apparently the most accurate existing picture of the
building, by Burdett, civca 1771, and from which Herdman
and others have copied (Fig. 5).%

The Custom House, conveniently situated at the east end of
the Old Dock is a neat brick building, ornamented at the angles
and windows with stone. A small flight of steps in the front leads
to an open lobby or piazza, above which is the Long Room, or
chief place for transacting the business of the Customs, with
other offices. Behind the building is a spacious yard with proper
warehouses ; except that for East India goods, which is com-
plained of as much too small for the purpose.®

Finally there is the anonymous history of Liverpool,
published in 1795, and attributed to Wallace, quite the

! Richard Brooke the Antiquary (1791~1861) was the second son of Richard
Brooke (1761~1852), who was in the Customs Service at Liverpool. He was
in 1825 Clerk to Collector Elias Arnaud, and lived then at 62 Rodney Street.
See also T'rans. Hist. Soc, Lancs. and Ches., 62, 178.

* “The plate is from an original drawing taken by the author previous to
its removal, and is said to be the best view of the building extant.” W,
Herdman's Pictorial Relics of Ancient Liverpool (1856), p. 52.

s Enfield, History of Liverpool, 1773, p. 59.
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raciest local history it has been my pleasure to read.
The Custom House, he says, “ is situated on the east side
of the Old Dock, it has nothing to recommend it to notice
except the conveniences for the purposes to which it is
intended ; a good flight of steps leads you through a
small arcade into a sort of open vestibule, or lobby which
connects with the different offices below stairs, from
whence are two small projections, or wings, the building
is brick, ornamented at the windows and angles with
stone ; there is the king’s arms in the centre, and on the
top a flagstaff, on which colours are occasionally hoisted ; !
above stairs is the long room and other convenient
offices, behind the building is a good yard and large
extensive warehouses, properly calculated to answer every
purpose for which they may be designed.”” 2

One series of letters which incidentally throw some
light on the life of Liverpool during the early part of the
eighteenth century are those dealing with the guard of
the Custom House. Mr. Yawmb, an Inspector-General,
found in 1718 that a person was employed to watch in
the Old Custom House on the Strand every night at a
cost of £36 a year, but as a watch was also kept in the
Custom House Yard the charge in future would be dis-
allowed by the Board.® Further, they ordered the
Collector to “‘let one of your own servants lye in the
House for its Security which will save the Charge to the
Crown. . . . Agreable to your desire you may provide

1 Occasionally perhaps, since on gth May 1775 the Collector writes for
‘“a Flagg to Hoist on the Custom House on His Majesty Birthday and other
Holidays, that which has been used many years being now quite worn out
and blown to pieces * ; and again gth June 1775, *“ P.S. Not having received
any answer to our Letter of gth May we shall not have a Flagg to hoist on
the Kings Birthday unless the Order comes soon.” No reply is recorded !

2 History of Liverpool, published by R. Phillips, 1795, p. 98. From notes
inserted in the copies in the Picton Library, Liverpool, we learn that this
book was attributed to J. Wallace on the authority of Fishwick. A Lancashire
Library ; also attributed to William Moss by Thom. Liverpool Churches and
Chapels, 1854, p. 65, and Hist. Trans. Soc. Lancs. and Ches., 5. 14 (1853).

8 L. 6 Dec. 1718.
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a Blunderbuss for the Better Security of the Custom
House.”’

In 1723 the Commissioners taxed the Collector ' with
employing Thomas Nock, a Tidesman, ““ as Housekeeper

whereby he is taken from his duty . . . report how you
came to take upon you to employ this Tidesman as House-
keeper . . . it being more properly the business of a

Woman to clean the Custom House ' and ordered him
to report ““ what allowance it will be proper to make a
Woman.”” They concluded with the remark that “ It
is the Duty of the Collr. and Compr. to take care of the
opening and shutting the Doors of the Custom House
according to the Ancient Rules of the Court of Exchequer
agreable to the Practice of all the other Ports, not trusting
the Keys to other Persons.”

Unfortunately the Collector’s reply is not preserved,
but ““ as it appears that the making of fires and cleaning
the Custom House has been done by one of the Porters
without any charge to the Crown *’ the practice might be
continued.®? A subsequent letter directs an Assistant to
be employed in the Yard at a salary of £20 a year, and
that Thomas Nock, who was paid £30 a year, was to be
employed as a Tidesman, *“ unless he chooses to quit that
employment for work in the yard.””* Apparently he did
not choose to act in that capacity, for John Hewitt was
appointed Assistant Yard Keeper until his death on 24th
July of the same year.® The Collector was subsequently
advised that Richard Whalley had been appointed to fill
the vacancy. He, however, had not appeared on roth
September so the Collector suggested that “ Richard
Barker, an old servant of mine,” might take the post.
“If said Barker were in Mr Whalley’s place he should
lodge in the Custom House in the Bed that belongs to
the Custom House and would be of great Service and

2 /3. * L. 22 Jan. 1722/3.
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Safety to me and also to the House in case of Fire, &c.,
and all my Clarks are married men and Cannot Lodge
there, so there is none at all yet that has lodged in the
New Custom House.”” In a postscript he adds, “ This
Richard Barker Watchd a great many nights and first
discovered the fraud of the Porters Imbezzling Tobacco
that should have been burnt for which they now are all
turned out very lately.”” * In spite of these qualifications
‘“ John Richers ? being recommended to us a fitt person
to be Noon Tender and Yard Keeper at Your Port ’’ was
appointed.®

Three years later the Collector reported that since
the removal to the New Custom House the extra and
unnecessary expense in watching the building was f40
a year—‘“ One Person every night and sometimes two
paid 2 /- per night each for watching in one of the offices
below stairs, which service might in our opinion be much
better performed if Mr Richards who is now Yard Keeper
and employed at £20 p. annum by way of Incidents was
allowed f10 p.a. for living constantly in the Custom
House, and as ther is now a bed belonging the Crown
and bought for that purpose fixd up in an office on the
same floor with the Collector’s where the cash is kept
this woud much better answer the design of watching
and thereby f30 per annum be saved to the Crown.””?
The total saving of course would be £z0 a year.

The Commissioners however decided to allow Mr.
Richards only £5 a year for the extra duty.® It is hardly
surprising that he petitioned the Board some time later
for an increased salary. The petition, as was usual in
such cases, was referred to the Collector for his com-
ments, who reported® that ““we have examined the

1 Lpool. 10 Sepr. 1723.

? Variously described in later letters as Richars and Richards. A Noon
Tender took the place of a Tidesman at the ‘ dinner hour.’

8 L. 28 Septr. 1723.
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