
ROMAN POTTERY FOUND AT HILBRE, 1926.
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These collectively give a total of 400 ft. by 3 ft. These 
with one exception (site VII) were carried down to the 
rock. Longitudinal sections of six trenches were plotted 
in (see plan) and a plan and section of the so-called 
" Monks' Bath " were also taken.

DESCRIPTION OF TIII-: FINDS, ETC.
Site I. Here the soil gave an average depth of 2 ft. 

At a point 7 ft. 4 ins. from the northern end a roughly 
circular post hole, 2 ft. in diameter had been cut into the 
solid rock to a depth of 13 ins.; lying partly over this was 
a layer of slightly burnt clay, covering an area of nearly 
4 ft. Immediately south of this was a well denned patch 
of blackish earth, lying on the surface of the rock, in 
which were found 23 fragments of Roman pottery, 
representing at least three separate vessels. A selection 
of these is shown in the accompanying photograph. A 
description of these follows: 

Figs, i, ra. These clearly belong to the same vessel  
a small beaker or pot. The clay is fine, very hard, and of 
a dull red colour, coated inside and out with a slightly 
glossy, dark, slaty coloured glaze. The piece (fig. i) is 
from the base of the vessel and bears a fine hair-like girth- 
groove; the other (fig. la) is from the shoulder and has a 
characteristic band of roulette-notches. In their general 
technique these fragments are very like the so-called 
Rhenish ware, but they may in ;\11 probability be of local 
(? Holt) manufacture.

Figs. 2-2e. Bowl with painted decoration. Eleven 
small fragments, all apparently belonging together. 
Clay fine dusky buff, but soft and brittle. Exterior 
decorated with bands and vertical and diagonal stripes of 
dark coffee-brown, shading to a dull russet-brown colour 
where the slip is thinnest. Romano-British vessels with 
painted decoration are not commonly met with and these 
shards are therefore of exceptional interest.
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Fig. 3. Cooking Pot or Olla. One very small bit of 
the rim, a section of the base and eight side fragments. 
Fine but rather soft brick-red clay with dark core. It is 
slightly weathered. Rim rather squat, strongly bent 
downwards and obtusely rounded; immediately below the 
rim are two fine grooves. Diameter of rim 4ins. ap 
proximately, diameter of base 3 ins. approximately.

The dating of these small fragments is not easy, but they 
do not appear to be later than the closing years of the 
second century.

Site II. Here a series of four large undressed blocks of 
sandstone were projecting above the turf. They were 
placed in line running east and west and measured, over 
all, 8 ft. 6 ins. These proved to be roughly quarried 
blocks standing on edge, the two longest measuring 2 ft. 
long and i ft. 6 ins. deep. Several bits of quite modern 
window glass were found together, just below the level of 
the deeper stones. Another line of blocks of sandstone were 
found on the south side of the first series and were traced 
as far as the next trench (site III, section III). The 
largest of these blocks measured 2 ft. 4 ins. by i ft. h ins.; 
it was lying on its longer axis.

Site III. Here the soil was honeycombed in places 
with deserted rabbit burrows, and quite modern objects 
had been placed in them for concealment a broken glass 
bottle, etc. Elsewhere there were bits of early English 
pottery, stems of tobacco pipes, together with a small 
bowl (" Fairy Pipe " type) belonging to the late seven 
teenth or early eighteenth centuries.

Site IV. The soil on this site was very shallow, the 
average depth being about 9 ins. A few bits of quite late 
pottery and stems of tobacco pipes were all that were 
found on this site.

Site V. Little of interest occurred in this trench. A 
few potsherds belonging to the black and brown glazed 
vessels of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were
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the only objects found. Here for the first time we struck 
a thin bed of fine mottled clay, apparently of post-glacial 
origin. A thin bed of red shale occurred at the western 
end.

Site VI. This section was cut completely through one 
of the well-marked ridges on this site and partly also 
through another ridge nearby. These were found to 
consist very largely of tumbled sandstone, more especially 
so at or towards the foot of the ridges. Some of the 
blocks showed evident signs of having been roughly 
dressed and squared for building purposes. Odd bits of 
lime, odd bits of eighteenth century bricks and small bits 
of roofing slates, including one with a nail hole in it, 
occurred in this deposit. Some potsherds occurred 
scantily throughout the section, the earliest belonging to 
seventeenth century vessels.

Site VII, An interesting section on the whole, though 
there is little of archaeological value to record. Here 
again we cut through one of the low lying ridges and found 
a good deal of tumbled sandstone towards the western 
periphery. There was also a quantity of a similar 
material extending over a space of about 10 ft. towards 
the western extremity of the trench.

At a distance of 14 ft. from the western end, at a depth 
of 2 ft. 6 ins. from the surface a thin bed of charcoal and 
calcined bones was found. This bed extended to a dis 
tance of 8 ft., had a slight rise centrally and varied in 
thickness from one inch or less at the periphery, to 3^ ins. 
centrally. It appeared as a thin black line in section. 
We did not explore the whole of this deposit, but by 
undercutting the sides of the trench north and south 
respectively, we found that it began to thin out and 
gradually disappear. A sample of this when washed was 
found to consist approximately of two parts of charcoal 
and one part of calcined bones. The former is from burnt 
timber (not sticks) with a structure resembling that of the
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oak. It has, however, a peculiar hardness, is of remark 
ably low specific gravity and when dry sinks in water like 
a stone. The bones for the most part were in exceeding!}' 
small fragments, but there were one or two bits of long 
bones which were identified by Mr. Martin C. Hinton of 
the British Museum (Natural History) as " belonging to a 
small breed of sheep, or possibly goat. These are (i) 
Distal end of left tibia, (2) right os innominatum, (3) 
proximal end of a right radius. The other fragments 
might very well come from the same animal."

Below the bed of calcined bones were two well-marked 
strata of blackish, arenaceous soil, representing former 
plant beds or vegetation levels. The lower bed was 
overlying a thin stratum of very fine mottled clay (see 
section VII) having a notable degree of plasticity. 1 The 
few potsherds from this trench dated back to the seven 
teenth century and were all found above the black 
vegetation levels.

Site VIII. Some tumbled sandstone burrs occurred at 
the western end of the section near to the well-marked ridge 
on the surface which we did not explore. A stratum of 
blackish earth was found overlying the bed of virgin clay. 
On the latter there were found a small pocket of disinte 
grated mica schist,- three pieces of a split oak slab, 
blackened and partly decayed, and nearby a block of 
sandstone bearing the completely oxidised remains of a 
very narrow strip of iron arranged in semicircular form. 
It was thought at first that the wood and the iron belonged 
together, but on cleaning the former no trace of iron could 
be detected. Two small bits of a black glazed seventeenth 
century tyg were found in the black layer. Many pieces of 
English pottery occurred in the upper stratum; these 
belong to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Site IX. Here we dug a trench parallel to the north

1 See Professor Boswell's note i at end.
2 See Professor Boswell's note 2 at end.
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retaining wall of the greenhouse. We found the rock not 
far below the surface and running through it a deep, but 
rather narrow natural fissure which we traced westwards 
under the footings of the wall. On excavating the soil inside 
the greenhouse we found that the fissure led into the 
bottom of a comparatively large excavation in the rock, its 
longer axis being exactly parallel to the southern face of 
the north retaining wall of the greenhouse. Here then, 
at first, we thought that we had unearthed the so-called 
" Monks' Bath" (see Ecroyd Smith, Ormerod, etc.). 
The longer axis of this rock-structure measured over all 
5 ft. 7 ins., but at the western end of the rock was some 
what shaley and seemed to have been damaged and broken 
away, and that originally it did not measure more than
5 ft. i in. The almost vertical sides, still bearing the 
" punch marks" of the tool used by the excavator, 
measured i ft. 3 ins. and the width at the top i ft. 5 ins. 
In the centre, at the bottom was a channel which gradually 
widened towards the western end, where it measured
6 ins. across, had a fall of half an inch, and terminated at 
the edge of the natural fissure. The last named crossed 
the bottom of the excavated rock obliquely and passed 
into the field beyond. Clearly this structure, in its 
present condition, could never have been used as a bath, as 
in the first place it would not hold water. If it is an early 
English grave it seems a little too short and narrow, though 
it might be large enough to receive the body of a person 
short of stature or that of a youth. If it were used as a 
latrine for any length of time, the fine sandy soil found 
low down in the fissure would have been stained, but 
there was no trace of this or of humus. On the whole 
the evidence points to the structure having been originally 
excavated when the greenhouse was built, to carry soil 
for deep-rooted plants such as the vine. This hypothesis 
is strengthened by the fact that the excavation was 
filled with soil and that we found, near the bottom,
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many bones of the sheep, a few of the ox, and some also 
of the domestic fowl. These may have been intended to 
act as fertilizers.

Site X. (Keeper's Paddock). Here there was a fairly 
even and thickish layer of good soil. Between it and the 
rock was some broken sandstone. At a distance of 27 ft. 
from the lower end was a post-hole cut into the solid rock 
9 ins. deep and i ft. 5 ins. in diameter. Potsherds 
occurred freely throughout the entire length of the trench, 
ranging from the seventeenth to the twentieth century.

Bits of slate and coal of poor quality occurred scantily 
over all the sites.

A Casual-find was a small hone stone of fine micaceous 
sandstone, probably from a local drift deposit. Length 
4 ins. Found in a bed of mussel shells (the remains of a 
Kitchen midden) in the eastern face of the cliff of the Little 
Eye.

APPENDIX : GEOLOGY.

Professor P. G. H. Boswell, O.B.E., D.Sc., reports:
I have examined two of the specimens from Hilbre left with me.
1. The clay of which you showed me a burnt specimen con 

tains nothing definite in the way of detrital minerals, so that I 
should place it as rather a Triassic marl than a glacial deposit. 
If it had been the latter, I should almost certainly have seen traces 
of foreign material.

2. The sand, which looked like a decomposed granite, is certainly 
from a decomposed igneous rock, but as a large amount of the 
material consists of hornblende, I should say it is rather decom 
posed diorite boulder, possibly a glacial erratic. As the mineral 
grains have suffered no abrasion, there has been little transport 
and the boulder must have decomposed almost in situ. The few 
other minerals present are foreign to diorite, so I presume there 
has been a slight admixture of sandy and muddy material drifted 
past from glacial deposits.
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SOCKETTED AXE OF BRONZE FOUND ON THE 
MIDDLE EYE.

The discovery on the Middle Eye, of a socketted axe 
of bronze or copper, by Mr. E. Robinson, in July, 1926, is 
of much interest, giving further evidence of the extreme 
antiquity of human occupation of this group of small 
islands. The implement (see figure) is unfortunately
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imperfect, the whole of the butt and the loop having been 
broken away. A band of three plain rings or cords passes 
round the implement but is interrupted by the distal arm 
of the loop. Cutting edge gradually rounded. Lower 
portion of socket oval in section and subcentrally placed. 
Total length, 4.7 cm.; maximum width of cutting edge, 
2.7 cm.; longer axis of socket, 1.2 cm.; weight, slightly 
under i-i oz. The example clearly belongs to the small, 
squat, socketted group, and judging by the decoration is 
probably of Irish manufacture.


