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WIRRAL RECORDS OF THE XVII. CENTURY.

By F. C. Beazley, F.S.A.

THE first part of the following tricks and inscriptions 
consists of that portion of the Church Notes taken by 

the Randle Holmes in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries referring to the Hundred of Wirral, transcribed 
from rotographs of the originals, known as Harleian MS. 
2151, and preserved at the British Museum. These 
Church Notes are officially described 1 as follows:

" An Heraldical Book in folio, almost wholly written and 
tricked by the third Randle Holme, who on the back hath entituled 
it ' Cheshire Monuments.' Indeed here is a large collection of 
Armes, Epitaphs, and other Inscriptions found in Cheshire, many 
of which may now be lost and perished. Part of these Mr. Holme 
copied from the Books of Mr. Sampson Erdeswike and others; the 
rest he added from his own eie-sight, as occasions offered. I shall 
say no further of it, than that it contains [. . . .J/j. The collection 
of Church-notes, beginning with that of Aghton alias Acton, 
21 April, 1596 [. . . .]."

Ormerod gives certain of these Notes only, ignoring 
some parishes altogether, and a few have been printed in 
The Cheshire Sheaf, but they have nowhere appeared in 
their entirety.

To give any account of the various members of the 
Holme family, who between them compiled no less than 
two hundred and fifty-seven folio volumes of antiquarian 
notes, would be superfluous and readers are referred to the 
biographical dictionaries, county histories and Transactions 
of learned societies.

1 .-1 Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts in the British Museum, 1805.
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In the following transcript descriptions of the trickings 
are given in small type, while all of the written matter in 
the manuscript is given in large type. Author's additions 
are placed within square brackets. Several reproduc­ 
tions of the Notes are given and these will show their 
roughness as well as the difficulty of clearly describing the 
trickings. The blurring of some of these illustrations is 
caused by the writing on the reverse of the original Notes 
having penetrated the paper.

Part II contains sundry inscriptions etc., prior to 1700, 
not given in Harl. MS. 2151, from the writer's manuscript 
of church notes taken in company with the late J. Paul 
Rylands, F.S.A., though Mr. Kylands had taken one or 
two of the earlier inscriptions alone before a methodical 
visitation of the churches was commenced. The in­ 
scriptions in this Part were all extant a few years ago.

Part III consists of the pedigrees of families, whose 
locale is given as in the Hundred of Wirral, from the 
Visitation of Cheshire by Dugdale, 1663-4, none of which 
have hitherto been printed, with abstracts of wills bearing 
thereon, also hitherto unprinted. The visitation contains 
a pedigree of Poole of Chester which may be a branch of 
Poole of Poole in Wirral.

Certain pedigrees, from this visitation, of families in 
other Hundreds, have been printed from time to time in 
Miscellanea Gcnealogica et Heraldica, The Cheshire Sheaf, 
and the Transactions of our Society, and a list may here be 
useful; these publications are referred to below as " M.G.," 
" C.S.," and " H.S." respectively.

Minshullof Chester, M.G., I S. ii, 190; C.S., 3 S.x [2270].
Mynshull of Hampton, M.G., i S., ii, 187; C.S., 3 S. x [2255].
Steele of Leighton [Salop], M.G., i S. ii, 36; C.S., 3 S. x [2 147].
Stringer of Crewe, C.S., 3 S. x [2227].
Mynshull of Eardswike, M.G., i S. ii, 186; C.S., 3 S. x [2250].
Gardner of Tilston-Fernall, H.S., Ixx, 130.
Broster of Chester, H.S., Ixx, 129.
Pickering of Thelwall, M.G., N.S. iv, 405; C.S., 3 S. xi [2567].
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Brock of Upton, H.S. Ixxiv, 164. 
Brooke of Norton, H.S. Ixxiv, 174 
Brooke of Meire, H.S. Ixxiv, 174.

The other visitations of Cheshire have been printed by 
the Harleian Society, volumes xviii and lix. Accounts 
of the manner in which the visitations were made will be 
found in Rylands' Disclaimers, in the Trans. Hist. Soc. 
Lane. & Ches., xliii, 63; in Grazebrook's Earl Marshall's 
Court in the same Transactions, xlv, 99, and in the 
Visitations of Salop, printed by the Harleian Society. To 
these accounts it is superfluous to attempt to add anything.

Part IV consists of the Hearth Tax Returns for the 
Hundred of Wirral, 1663, where the returns show three 
hearths or more, except in a few instances where the 
entries were of interest. The whole of the returns have 
been printed in the Cheshire Sheaf, but they are scattered 
through many numbers and it was thought the present 
reprint of the more important would be a convenience to 
genealogists.

Facsimiles of the seals produced at the Cheshire 
Visitation of 1663 and preserved at the Bodleian Library 
Oxford, are given in the Transactions of our Society, Ixxi, 
58.

PART I.

CHURCH NOTES FROM HARL. MS. 2151.

Monuments marked f are extant. 

BACKFORD CHURCH, 1656.
126 R.

In the Church Yard a tombe (alter like) with this coate 
on it & the writting about it. Hie iacet corpus Rici 
Couentrey nup de Mollingtd Tourret qui postquam vitam 
in principem et statum amore summo in patriam & amicos 
pietate non minore in pauperibus liberalitate hand
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mediocri traduxerat: ob: die xxi° decemb: aiio m° 
ccccc. 86°.

Drawing of an altar tomb The above inscription around edges 
of top slab and thereon two coats both the same, viz: Sable a fesse 
erm. between 3 eagles displayed. This tomb is noted by Ormerod 
as " now destroyed." 1

In the chancell is the Hatchment of Henry Birkenhead 
Esqr. who died [date erased]

viz penon helmet crest & coate thus.
Drawing of a tabard; no arms on the body; on the sleeves 

3 garbs within a bordure. Crest: a goat rampant arg. supporting 
a garb or.

| The two tables of Armes with the writtings under 
them hange on the South side the chancell.

Drawing of a hatchment, quartered, I and 4 Sable, within a 
bordure Arg. 3 garbs Or. 2. Ermine on a bend cotised Gu. 3 
crescents Or. 3. Blank. 2 At the side of the hatchment 

Birkenhead
Huxley
Hornby 

and under it this inscription 

Margrett eldest dau. to Hen. Birkenhead Esq' dyed 70 
Aug: auo 1624.

The second "table of Armes" is left blank; under it is this 
inscription:

Frances 10 dau. to Henry Birkenhead Esq' dyed 20 
Decemb: 1628.

1 In my MS. of Wirral M.I.'s I find the following note taken from the J. P. 
Rylands'.MS. 1,335 : 

" Altar tomb near east end of church, no inscription to be seen; at each
side a shield, eared, a fesse between three crescents, between two blank
shields and at each end the same shield. Said to be the tomb of a family
named Lea, or Leigh."

When visiting the church 1111909 the writer was informed by the caretaker, 
an old man of go, that it was a Coventry tomb. See The Visitation of Cheshire, 
1613 (Harl. Soc., lix); Ormerod's Cheshire, ii, fijn; Village life in West Kirby 
three hundred years ago, by Wr. Ferguson Irvine [M.A., F.S.A.] p. 9, also his 
printed transcripts of West Kirby Register, p. i.

2 The third quarter, erroneously left blank, is correctly blasoned by Ormerod 
Or, six trefoils slipped vert, in the centre a cinquefoil gules.
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In the same chancell hangeth the penon of Henry 
Birkenh'd sons wifes, she was a [blank] whose coate was 
this.

Drawing of a pennon but no arms on it.

On the north side of the chancell hangeth the penon & 
coate of Armes of Mr. Jo. Morgell of Moston whose coate 
is this.

Drawing of a blank shield.

f Alsoc a table of armes with these coates & writting 
under Margreta nup ux' Rad'i Morgell Gen. et Edw: 
Glegg de Gayton Armig. filia, ob: 12 Octob: ano 1623. 1

The " table of armes " consists of an impaled shield, the sinister 
side quartered but the whole otherwise blank. At the side of the 
shield is written

Morgell 
Glegge 
Gayton 
Plankney

| Here Lyeth the Bodys of Rafe Morgall & Elizabeth 
his wife, who had issue Rafe, Willm. & Elizabeth Morgall. 
He died 27 of Nov. 1683. She died 9 May 1683. They 
gave 5 pounds to the parish of Backford, the use of it to be 
given to the poore on Good Friday in money for eu'.

Morgall
Dod
Glasier | quarterly.
Woodwart J

At the side of above four names two crests are drawn, viz: A 
wolf's head Argent semee of pellets issuing from a crest coronet 
[Morgell], and A dragon's head and neck with wings displayed 
Or, issuing form a crest coronet Gules [Glasior].

1 The writer's MS., agreeing witli Ormerod, gives the year as 1027.
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125 V.

 f Here lyeth the body of Raph Morgall of Moston in ye 
county Palatine of Chester Esqr. Register of the Con­ 
sistory Court of the diocesse of Chester. He married 
Margar' dau. to Ed\v. Glegge of Gayton Esqr. by whom he 
had 7 sones & 2 dau: John Henry Rafe Edw: Tho: Will'm 
Isabell & Margar' the wife of Willm. Glasior of Ley Esqr. 
who onely survived him. He died the 14 of Jan: Afio 
Dni 1678 aged 90 yeares & a halfe. He left to the poore 
of Backford parish the sume of ten pounds ye use of it to 
be given yearly in Bread. 1

126 V.
 f Drawings of two coats with crests: 
1. Sable three bars Argent; Crest A bull's head Argent 

charged on the neck with three bars Sable [Houghton}.
2. Sable, on a chevron Argent between three roses Gules, as 

many muskets (or? pistols].
Ormerod blasons these last charges "proper "; the tricking is 

indefinite but probably the intention was that the woodwork 
should be depicted Or and the metal Argent. The family did not 
enter at any of the three visitations of Cheshire.

Crest: Out of a tower Gules a demi-lion rampant Argent. 
Beneath the two coats is this inscription 

Here lieth the bodies of John Houghton who died 
15 Aug. 1682. Robt. Houghton 5 son who died 19 Sep. 
1681. Mary Houghton 2 dau: she died 23 Apr. 1672, 
they were sones & dau. of John Houghto vicar of Backford 
by Jane his wife dau. to Hugh Hopkin of Chomley Gen.

BEBBINGTON CHURCH, 1629.
122 R.

In a high window ov[er] ye pulpitt is this coate.
Drawing ot a shield with " Lancelyn " above it Argent on a 

fesse Sable three mullets of the field pierced of the second.

1 The writer's MS.shows a coat of twelve quarterings impaling one of six, and 
the inscription differs somewhat; see p. <)<>. Possibly there were two memorials.
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In the highest windowe on the south side [of] the church 
are these coates and writting under them

Drawings of two shields, viz: 
A. Quarterly I and 4, Argent on a bend Azure three stags' 

heads cabossed Or. 2 and 3 blank.
Over the first quarter is written "Stanley" ; and over the 

second '' Hooton.''
B. The second shield is blank. Over it is written '' Chantrell."
Under these two shields is this inscription: 

Orate p bono statu Rici Chauntrell et Margrett ux' eig 
[sic] qui hanc fenestram fieri fecit ano dni M°ccccc xxiii0 . 

He had 8 children of wch one was a priest.

In the third window on the north side is this coate & 
writting under it.

Drawing of a shield: Quarterly I and 4, Azure a crescent 
between three estoiles Argent. 2 and 3, Sable three stags' heads 
cabossed.

Over the first quarter is written "Minshull," and over the 
second "Bebbington."

Under the shield is this inscription 

Orate p bono statu Edwi Mynshule et Elizabeth ux' 
cius. ,

BIDSTON CHURCH, 1668.
147 V.

In the church yard on seu'all gravestones these in­ 
scriptions: 

Here lyeth the body of Will'm Bennett sone of the said 
Henry Benett buried 29 of Oct. 1652.

Here lyeth the body Joane Bennett wife to Henry 
Bennett of Saughall Massy buried 15 Septemb. 1662.

Here lyeth the body of Robert Robinson of Oxon 
buried ye 10 of Octob': ano Dni 1652.

Jerl Myres July 21 1663.
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In the church by the pulpitt hangs a hanging shilfe on 
wch they set the bread distributed to the poore (viz eu'y 
sabbath day I s being the gift of Mr. Gleaue of London) on 
wch this writting is: 

22 Aprill the gift of Mr. Tho Gleaue Cittizen of London 
ano dni 1646.

The like gift of I s a peece eu'y sabbath day for euer he 
gaue to be given to ye poore of Woodchurch & Wallasey 
p'ishes.

On gravestones by the chancell 
Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth Goodwyn burried the 

10 of July 1656.

Here lieth W. Erby taner 1618.

In one of the side lies 
Drawing of a long grave slab bearing a cross of Calvary and at 

the head this inscription 

Here lyeth Ellen wife of M.P. buried 2 July . . . . .' 

BURTON CHURCH, 1668.
152 V.

In Mr. Massy's chancell this monument with the 
writting about it, it is inlayd with black on Alabaster.

Drawing of an altar tomb with two brasses or ? effigies; the man's 
head rests upon a cushion, the figure in a long gown with a sword 
by its right side; the lady is depicted in a long plain gown and 
head covering flowing over the shoulders, perhaps intended for the 
" silk scarf cast about their faces " or the " kircher " mentioned 
in Planche's History of British Costume. Both figures wear ruffs 
and have their hands joined in prayer; around the edges of the 
slab the inscription is partially written in 

Here lieth entombed the bodies of William Massy of 
Pvtinton esquire died the 4th of June 1579 .....

1 Query Ellen wife of Miles Pemberton buried 12 July, 1618, and daughter 
of William Erby above. See The Registers of Bidston, by W. F. Irvine [M A., 
F.S.A.].
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Under the drawing the inscription is given in full  

Here lyeth entombed the bodyes of William Massy of 
Potinton Esqr. died the 4th of June 1579 & of Anne his 
wife .... deceased .... of Novemb. 1568 & had issue 
betweene them six sones & ii daughters.

On the wall cut in stone just over the monument this 
coate & crest.

Drawing of an atchievement. Crest: On a wreath a lion's head 
couped [Or], esquire's helm and mantlet; Arms: Quarterly I and 
4, Quarterly [Gules] and [Or], in the first and fourth quarters three 
rleur-de-lys [Argent; for Massey]', 2 and 3 [Argent] a bend [Sable] 
between six cinquefoils [Gules; for Valentine].

The Hatchments hang on ye wall belonging to Massy

Under the above is a drawing of a surcoat, uncharged, with 
esquire's helmet, mantlet, and crest as above.

Over the doore that goes into the steeple on the arch of 
the door on the outside these 2 coates cut in stone.

Drawings of two shields; A. [ ? ] a lion rampant to sinister 
[ ? ] impaling [ ? ] three fish-baskets or fish-weels 
[ ? ]. B. Quarterly I and 4 [ ? ] three rleur-de- 
lys [ ? ]. 2. [ ? ] a bend sinister [ ? ] 
between six ....?; 3. [ ? ] a lion rampant [ ? ].

Over the steeple doore & so alonge for two sides of the 
steeple this writting in old letters: 

Afio: Dni: Mill0 Q igen tesio Viss cmo qua1' to Thorn as 
Maue f armg Ihos filii & heres eig cepernt & pairauerut tuo 
amerum hui' campanili quori aiab' ppicietur De'

The spaces in the middle of words may have been caused by the 
intervention of joints in the masonry or by hard veins in the 
stones. Probably what was really carved around the tower, 
ignoring the spaces, was 

Ano: Dni: Mill0 Qigentesio Vissemo quarto Thomas Masie 
f armig' lohf'S fill' t heres ei' ceperut t pcuraueriit fudametum 
hui' Capanili quorii aiab' ppicietur De'
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That is, when translated 
In the year of our Lord 1524 Thomas Masie Esq. and John his 

son and heir began and procured the foundation of this bell- 
tower. On whose souls may God have mercy. 
The above inscription is the subject of notices in the Cheshire 

Sheaf, Nos. 4230 and 4247, and the latter correctly states that 
the two founders were Thomas Massey of Puddington who died 13 
April 1526 and John Massey, his son, afterwards knighted.

148 R.

EASTHAM CHURCH IN WYRRALL.
Ano Dm 1593 & in an other MS. taken 1581.
In sen'all places of the said church are these coates & 

crests  r
Here follow five drawings
A. An atchievement with esquire's helm and mantlet. Arms: 

Azure a lion rampant Argent within an orle of fleur-de-lys Or. 
Crest: Out of a crest coronet Or a gryphon's head Azure. Under­ 
neath is written 

Poole of Poole.
The crest should be A gryphon's head erased Azure, beaked 

and ducally gorged Or.
R. A shield and crest. The shield is impaled but otherwise 

blank. Crest: A stag's head Gules the horns barry of 5 (?) Or 
and Azure. Underneath is written 

Buyrton of Buyrton.
C. A shield: Gules a chevron between three capons Argent 

beaked and legged Or. Under the shield is written

Capenhurst.
Holme may have taken the above trickings from the three 

beautiful oak carvings hereafter mentioned.
D. A shield: Argent, on a chevron Gules five bezants within 

a bordure engrailed of the second [Bromley'] ; impaling Stanley.
E. A shield: Stanley, impaling quarterly per fess indented Or 

and Gules [Leighton].

Over the high Alter these coates 
Here follow drawings of seven shields of Arms, the sixth with a 

crest 
A. Azure, three . . . Or. The charges appear to be bundles of 

reeds or fagots, or possibly garbs topped.
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15. Azure, three garbs Or [Handle III, earl of Chester].
C. Azure, six garbs Or, 3, 2, and i [Hugh II, earl of Chester].
D. Or a lion rampant Gules [Handle I, earl of Chester].
E. Azure [? for Gules] a lion rampant Argent ["? Randle II, earl 

of Chester}.
F. Azure, a wolfs head erased Argent [Hugh I, earl of Chester}.
G. Azure, crusilly or a wolf's head erased Argent [liichard, carl 

of Chester].

In line with and after the fifth coat, above, is drawn a somewhat 
larger shield with crest viz. 

Arms: Quarterly, each quarter Argent a bend Azure. Crest A, 
stag's head Or with a riband round the neck tied in a bow at the 
back Argent, attired of the first. Underneath is written Hooton.

Sir William de Stanley, temp. Henry vi, married the heiress of 
Hooton, and as the Stanleys were originally Staffordshire Audleys 
who bore a fretty coat we may, in the above, have the origin of 
their present well known Arms. For an account of the Stanley- 
Audley descent see J. II. Round, Peerage and Pedigree, ii, 28 seq.

In the south side of the chanccll these coates.
Drawings of two shields.
A. Azure a wolf's head erased Ardent.
B. Azure three garbs Or.
Next to the above two coats and surrounded by scribbled circles 

are drawings of two lions. Neither is upon a wreath and both are 
cowed and Or; the first is sejant upon a mound (?) Or and holds 
a sceptre; the second is statant reguardant.

Then the following inscription comes, but its location is not 
stated.

Pray for the soule of Peter Stanley of Bykerstath Esqr' 
one of the yonger sones of Willm. Stanley of Hoton Kt. & 
Elizabeth his wife being daughter & heire of James
Bickerstaffe ,.,<,,.  , , . ... i HT

, (sic) & Margaret his wife, wen Margaret was 
Staresbeck ' ^
daughter & heire of Thomas Atherton of Bycerstath 
Esq' wch made this window ano 1543.

In a window on the south side the Church' 
Orate pro Bono statu Ranulphi Pull din qui hac 

fenestram vitrium fecit a°: di: 1423.
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Next to above inscription is a drawing of an atchievement  
Arms: Argent a chevron between three stags' heads cabossed 

Gules; grilled helm to dexter with mantlet; crest, a stag's head 
and neck affrontee Azure, eared Gules, attired barry of four (?) 
Or and Azure [Buerton].

Hie jacet Margeria nup uxor Willmi Stanley armig'i et 
filia Johi's Bromley Militis qua (sic) obijt die dominica 
13° die mensis Augusti afio dni 1469. She was dan. and 
heir.

Below above inscription are two shields of arms, Bromley im­ 
paling Stanley and Stanley impaling Leighton, as blasoned above.

HASWALL CHUKCII, 1668.
154 K.

On seu'all gravestones in the churchyard these inscrip­ 
tions.

Here lyeth ye body of Richard Robinson who died 
Dec. 26 1666.

Here lyeth the body of Will'm Jonson who died ye 15 of 
Sept. 1667 . . . this is set on three stones.

Above the last is a sketch of a slab on three blocks.

Here lyeth interred the body of Elizab: Bythell dau. of 
John B. of Gayton who died Jan. n 1665.

On the north side of the chancell this monument is 
hx[ed] on the wall haveing these armes, &c.

Drawing of a handsome monument. At the top an atchieve­ 
ment 

f Arms. Sable two lions counterpassant, the upper to sinister, 
Argent [Glegg], impaling Argent, a chevron Gules, fretty Or, 
between three Delves Sable [Delves]. Esquire's helm and mantlet. 
 Crest, a hawk with wings expanded preying on a partridge all 
proper. At the base of the monument two shields of Arms, 
Glegg and Delves.

The inscription reads:

Here lyeth Katherine 2 daughter of Sr Henry Delves of 
Dodington in the county of Chester Bartt. & late wife of
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Edward Glege of Gayton in the said county Esqr'. She 
was married to the said Edward on Monday the 22 
of July 1650 & had issue by him 13 sons and 2 
daughters, where of 3 [sic] are liueing 8 sons & ye 
said 2 daughters viz.: Katherine, William, Edward, 
Henry, Robert, Thomas, Elizabeth, Rog', Beniamine 
& Arther. She died to the great greife of her deare 
husband & all his & her owne relations on Sunday 
the 26 day of August in ye yeare of our Lord God 
1666, in the 40 yeare of her age, haueing bine to all wiues 
a president of chastitie, to all Matrons an example of 
grauity, to all p'sons a paterne of piety; she was most 
loueing to her husband, carefull of her children, respectfull 
to her relations & equalls, courteous to her inferiours, 
charitable to the poore, true hearted to her friends, kinde 
to her servants & a cordiall louer of all pious ministers & 
good p'sons.

Edward Glegg her most sorrowfull husband surviues & 
erects this monument in memoryall of her.

The said Edward formerly married Elizabeth the 
daughter of Edward Pickford a cittizen of London who 
died without issue in the yeare of our Lord God 1649 & 
was interred in this place.

The above monument is now in the tower. The register shows 
that Edward Glegg married his first wife in 1648 and that she died 
in the following year and was buried 30 May. Katherine the 
second wife was buried 28 August 1666.

On a table of armes hanging by the said monument 
these coates and inscription.

Drawing of an impaled shield, the dexter side divided into six 
quarters with a label in chief the width of the shield, otherwise 
blank; the sinister side chequy Or and Azure, on a fesse Gules three 
lioncels rampant Argent. Under the shield the following in­ 
scription 

Elizabeth dau. to Edw. Pickford of London late wife 
to Edward sone & heire to \\7 ilUam Glegge of Gayton Esqr' 
died the 27 of May 1649.


