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THE SITES OF ANCIENT VILLAGES IN WIRRAL.
By Eric H. Ridcout, B.Sc.

Read March 2bth, 1925.

H ISTORY has sometimes been defined as the written 
record of the life of Man upon the earth. Chroniclers 

who consciously took notes for posterity share honours as 
historians with diarists and letter-writers whose spontan 
eous and naif remarks were never meant to be public 
property, and all these are often less valuable indications 
of the life of Man in any given period than that expression 
of emotion and ideals which is called literature. Legend 
has become ancillary to history, and the shadowy truth 
concerning ages that lie back on the borderlines of 
prehistoric days has received illumination even from stones, 
pieces of metal, carved wood, and pictured papyrus. 
Until recent years this study of written records was 
concerned chiefly with the lives of the great and powerful 
men of any epoch, and it is only with the rise of modern 
democracy that there has come a desire that history should 
tell the story of ordinary men and describe their customary 
thoughts and deeds. As this demand for knowledge of 
the life of essentially unlettered men increases, a stimulus 
is given to the study of the evidence that was never written 
down, and the earth itself begins to be perused as a docu 
ment that will help to reconstruct for us the picture of 
past ages.

There can be few problems so fascinating as the attempt 
to discover what led a group of people in some far distant 
time to choose out of a whole area one special site for their 
abode. Intrinsically difficult, since viewpoints are bound 
to differ so vastly with differing degrees of civilisation.
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the question assumes peculiar importance and relevance 
in a period when schemes for increased housing accom 
modation and for town-planning loom so large. These 
are the factors that lend interest to a study of the sites of 
ancient villages.

The outline map of Wirral prepared from the maps of 
the Geological Survey of 1912 (Plates I, III) shows it as 
fundamentally a clay plain with two or three ridges of 
sandstone hills projecting through the clay. The ridges 
are ill defined, and break up into scattered knolls and 
hillocks of sandstone surrounded by wide expanses of 
clay. Eighty-three settlements in Wirral are known to 
the historian. Twenty-live of these, or 30 per cent, of 
the whole, are found on the clay; the remaining 70 per 
cent, lie upon sandy soils.

Edwards1 was apparently the first to draw attention 
to the marked preference shown for sandstone as a site 
for Cheshire villages: " It is interesting to note how 
nearly all the villages in the Bunter area are pitched on 
the points of the rocks exposed through the drift. These 
no doubt, offered to early inhabitants better building sites 
than clay, being warmer and drier."

Hewitt 2 later gave a rough classification of settlements 
in the Hundred of Wirral based upon the surface geology. 
This classification unfortunately neglected to make sure 
that the sites considered were those of the original settle 
ments and not of their modern extensions. In several 
instances, for example, Birkenhead and Prenton, this led 
to false classification. The sandy soils may be subdivided 
on surface geology into sands, which are either blown 
sands or glacial sands, and sandstones of the Bunter and 
Keuper formations. A classification of sites on this 
subdivision of soils shows 5 per cent, of the settlements to

1 Proceedings, Liverpool Geol. Soc. 9,292
2 Proceedings, Liverpool Geol. Soc. 12.
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be in the area of glacial sands and 4 per cent, in that of 
blown sands. Fifty-one villages are situated on the 
sandstone and of these 42 rest on the Bunter. At first 
sight this would seem to indicate a marked superiority of 
the Bunter over the Keuper, but closer inspection reveals 
the preference to have been involuntary. The Bunter 
sandstone is not only more abundantly exposed, but also 
the exposures of Keuper sandstone usually occur upon the 
summits of hills with a northern or easterly aspect that 
destroys their suitability for settlement.

Reasons for the dominance of sandstone settlements are 
not far to seek. In the first place the porous nature of the 
rock makes for drier conditions than are possible in a clay 
plain where the water lodges, while the radiation of heat 
from the sun-baked rock would be of immense value to 
primitive people. Again the sandstone would provide 
clear spaces for building. Most of the clay lands of 
Wirral would naturally be covered with oak forests and the 
heath vegetation of the sandstone outcrops would present 
fewer initial tasks to the pioneer builders, who would also 
find their building stone near at hand. Moreover, the 
sandstone ridges by their mere elevation would offer 
protection, which in early settlements was always desirable. 
Beyond doubt, however, the factor of prime importance 
in determining that sandstone was preferable to clay was 
the water supply. On the clay plain, prolific vegetation 
would pollute the standing waters, but the wells of the 
sandstone areas were clear and pure and many of them 
remained in use within living memory. Finally the clay 
has immense value as a pasture land, whilst the lighter 
soils at the junctions of sand and clay give a soil suitable 
for arable cultivation in most weathers. Hence economy 
would dictate that the sandstone should provide dwellings 
while the clay belt around it yielded food.

This brings into notice other factors than surface 
geology as determining the sites of settlements. Easy
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access to arable and pasture lands was necessary to all 
early village communities, and this helps to account for 
the situation of villages not absolutely on the summits of 
the hills but on the slopes. In part this is obvkmsly clue 
to a desire for shelter, and the majority of the villages, as 
one would expect, are on the leeside of a hill or else face 
south.

Positions of strategic importance, or which were 
obviously easily defended, would also be settled at an early 
date. Thus isolated knolls, the edges of cliffs overhanging 
the plains, and points rendered inaccessible by marsh or 
streams, are generally village sites, be they on clay or 
sandstone.

Communication again has decided the position and, more 
notably, the permanence of settlements. Since sandy 
soils are drier, they are preferable for roadmaking and 
therefore old roads generally run along the sandstone 
ridges. If two roads crossed on the sandstone, a village 
almost invariably arose, but frequently a feature of 
communication such as a cross road or a bridge or ford, 
gave rise to a village on the clay lands. The control of 
waterways, too, on Mersey and Deeside caused the develop 
ment of townships not upon the sandstone.

In brief, when villages are found upon the clay it is 
always possible to trace factors that outweighed the 
advantages of a sandstone site. This has been done in the 
more detailed discussion of village sites below, a fact which 
it is hoped, taken in conjunction with the diagrams to 
illustrate the clustering of settlers upon sandstone knolls, 
will go far to support a theory which does not seem to be 
generally held that a study of geology may be of great 
value in elucidating the early history of British settlements 
without which too much even of their later history must 
be largely misinterpreted.
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	SETTLEMENTS ON CLAY.
Blacon Mollington, Great Saughall Massie
Crabwall ,, Little Seacombe
Chorlton Moreton Shotwick
Crougliton Netherpool Spital
Dawpool Newton Stanney, Great
Ford Overchurch ,, Little
Larton Overpool Stoak
Lea Puddington Whitby
Leighton Saughall, Great Woodbank
Liscard ,, Little

SETTLEMENTS ON SANDSTONE.
Arrowe Grange (Great Caldy) Plymyard
Barnston Greasby Poulton (Wallasey)
Bebington, Higher Hargreave Prenton

,, Lower Hacllow or Adler1 Raby 
Bidston Heswall Rouacre 
Birkenhead Hilbre Stanlow 
Brimstage Hinderton Storeton 
Bromborough Hooton Sutton, Great 
Burton Irby ,, Little 
Caldy (Little) Landican Thingwall 
Carlett Ledsham Thornton Hough 
Childer Thornton Ness Thurstaston 
Claughton Neston, Great Tranmere 
Denhall Neston, Little Upton 
Eastham Ness Holt Wallasey 
Flaybrick Noctorum Willaston 
Frankby Oldfiekl Woodchurch 
Gayton Oxton West Kirby 

	Pensby

SETTLEMENTS ON GLACIAL SANDS.
Backford Capenhurst Hargreave 

Poulcon (Bebington).

SETTLEMENTS ON COASTAL SANDS. 
Hoose Great Meols Little Meols.

In order to establish more fully the contention that the 
presence of sandy soils is, for some or all of the reasons

1 See Trails., Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Cheshire, Ixxvi, 130.
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stated, of primary importance in the choice of site, we 
must examine carefully all those settlements which are on 
clay. There are two remarkable collections of such 
settlements in South Wirral. This area is contrasted 
with North and Mid-Wirral by the paucity of suitable 
exposures of sandstone, a general factor which tends 
firstly to reduce the number of settlements and secondly 
to emphasise other factors determining their site.

Two factors have greatly influenced village sites in the 
south-east corner of the hundred. These are the wide, and 
in primitive times, almost impassable morass of the Gowy 
marshes on the east and the deeply cut ravine linking the 
valleys of the Gowy and the Dee. From the termination 
of the eastern sandstone ridge at Hooton, a road leads 
southwards crossing a pronounced valley near Overpool, 
over the plain through Whitby, Great and Little Stanney, 
to Stoak.

Overpool itself straggles along this road for some two 
hundred yards immediately after it has crossed the first 
valley, and it would appear to have grown near this point, 
presumably the lowest point on the stream that could be 
crossed in bad weather, where the banks are sandy, due to 
exposure of glacial sands, and above the range of normal 
tidal action. Netherpool, adjoining, is off the road and was 
apparently a solitary settlement chosen for its defensive 
value on a triangular piece of land protected on the north 
by the deep Overpool valley, and on the east by the River 
Mersey. Furthermore the Mersey shore is here rocky, and 
affords a good landing place. Tradition assures us that 
the Mersey, here at its widest and also its shallowest, was 
fordable to the Lancashire coast at low water. Pool Hall, 
occupying the central position in the settlement, built in 
Elizabethan days, was in addition moated. The position 
of Whitby is quite the most unsatisfactory of the clay 
settlements, but it stands on the edge of a ridge at a nodal 
point on this road, while, its name, assumed to be of Norse
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origin, indicates a considerable antiquity. Little Stanney 
occupies a position on the edge of the Gowy marshes and 
is in addition the meeting-place of a road from the west, 
which, proceeding through the village past the old mill, 
traverses the marshes to the island of Holm and thence to 
the rocky islet of Stanlow. The presence of a stream 
suitable for a water-mill should never be lost sight of as an 
accessory factor in determining the site of such settle 
ments. The township of Great Stanney, carved out of 
the lands of Little Stanney, was a single grange or out 
lying farm of Stanlow Abbey, access to which was possible 
by this trackway. The conveniences of a settlement at 
Stoak are almost too obvious to need description, perched 
as it is on the higher ground at the junction of the deep 
Broxton valley with the Gowy marshes. Along this 
valley itself lies Croughton, opposite to the settlement of 
Wervin on the other bank, on a cross road and quite clearly 
the lowest winter fording place, as Mollington was possibly 
the lowest bad-weather ford at the western end of the 
valley. The reasons for the position of Chorlton are not 
at all clear. It seems to have been a later settlement 
than its neighbours. It, too, may have formed a minor 
focus leading to a ford or bridge. Backford, on sandy 
soil, was presumably the middle ford, and the one most 
generally in use, as it offered an easy landing place in all 
weathers on a sandy shore.

Thence round to Burton there lies a most interesting 
group of sites, all on clay, and so placed as to defend the 
lands of Wirral from the marauding Welsh. The key 
position was occupied by Shotwick Castle, 1 on sand, defend 
ing the ford of Shotwick, with its creek and shipping, and 
has been adequately discussed. So too has the position of 
Shotwick village2 itself, with its embattled church tower

1 Trans, Hist. Soc., Ixxiv. 96.
2 F. C. Beazley, Notes on Shotwick (1915), p. 10.
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commanding and defending the town, and its moated halL 
Woodbank, or Rough Shotwick, appears to have been a 
straggling settlement along the track leading from the 
old Chester-Neston road to the ford, but does not appear 
to be older than the I4th century, whilst Great and Little 
Saughall are probably situated on the Saltesway1 which 
linked Chester with Shotwick and its castle. The former 
village, too, is at the crossing of this way with one leading 
from the water's edge to the interior and known in later 
days as Coalpit Lane. Between Burton and Shotwick 
lies the moated site of Puddington Hall; while in the 
south, the halls of Crabwall, Little Mollington, and Lea 
represent isolated, well-defended and moated sites of great 
antiquity. Of Blacon, on the south-western point of 
Wirral, little is known, but it appears again to have been 
merely a solitary settlement and was possibly well 
defended. To explain the position of Great Mollington or 
Mollington Torrant with its moated hall, it is sufficient to 
note that it commands not only a branch of the main 
roadway, but also a small creek, which when the tide 
flowed round Blacon Point would provide an excellent 
landing place for small craft.

In North Wirral, whether because of the greater 
abundance of exposed sandstone or of the absence of the 
factors so important in the south, few settlements have 
been made on clay. The ancient Moreton, in the midst 
of its notorious marshlands, now the insanitary abode of 
thousands of unfortunate caravan dwellers, stood on a 
slight hillock 50 feet high, covered with but a foot or two of 
clay at its summit and moreover at a more or less ancient 
cross road. Saughall Massie, similarly, was an important 
centre of many ways at the confluence of Greasby and 
Arrowe brooks and at the very edge of a line of cliffs 
running from Bidston to Grange. Newton, of later

1 Trans. Hist. Scc.,lxiv, 130.
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origin than some of its neighbours if its name means 
anything, with the adjoining isolated Larton, and the 
interesting i6th century Newbold, a moated farmstead, 
appear to have occupied the very edge of the Birket 
fenland. Overchurch, the site of the Saxon church of 
Upton, is interesting. Its name, we are credibly informed, 
means the church on the edge of the cliff or shore of the 
marsh, and is a well defended site. But however valuable 
it may have been for the purposes of a church it seems 
that the parishioners preferred to live on the more com- 
iortable sandstone hillock of Upton.

The remaining clay settlements of Wirral are Liscard, 
Dawpool, Leighton, and Parkgate. It has been usual to 
assume that the modern Liscard village occupies the site 
of the original Liscard, and as no reliable maps are known 
previous to the i8th century by which its position could 
be determined this at first sight appears a reasonable 
conclusion. There is no doubt that this portion of the 
township, situated upon clay and lying in a valley, must 
usually have been subject to most of the disadvantages 
common to clay sites. On the other hand a little to the 
north-east of Liscard village and from there northwards 
along Rake Lane and Earlston Road the sandstone comes 
to the surface. Further than this there is every indication 
of the existence of a manor house and probably a mill. 
From the field names and disposition of some of the older 
properties it certainly looks as if there had been a settle 
ment here in at least mediaeval times. Again if we are to 
accept the derivation of Liscard from " Lis ceard," 1 the 
earthen fort or walled place, it is difficult to conceive any 
object in placing a defensive structure anywhere about 
the centre of a modern village; whereas the position at 
the head of Earlston Road is certainly far more suitable 
for the purpose of early settlers.

1 The more ancient forms of the place-name (Lisnecark, &c. see Trans. 
Ixxii, 29-31) do not appear to allow of this. ED.
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Dawpool, a hamlet of uncertain age and of almost 
equally uncertain position, was probably situated on the 
shore near the boundary of Thurstaston and Caldy, where 
relics of an old landing place have been found by Mr. F. C. 
Beazley1 and the author. Except for its nodal position, 
a satisfactory explanation of the position of Leighton has 
yet to be made. Parkgate, a settlement of the I7th and 
iSth centuries, has sacrificed the advantages of soil to the 
convenience of a situation along the waterfront, although 
it should be borne in mind that the soil in the neighbour 
hood is of a distinctly sandy nature and offers no great 
disadvantages with the more modern methods of drainage 
available at the time when the settlement was made. 
Previous to this, from the i6th century onwards, the 
same necessity for a situation immediately on the water 
front led to the establishment of the Old Key House by a 
sheltered creek,'2 and as near as possible to the more 
ancient settlement of Neston.

This, the chief town of Wirral, illustrates clearly the 
greater importance of the nature of the ground over the 
commercial needs of the population. The site of Gayton 
makes an interesting contrast with that of Neston. It, 
too, is situated on a detached knoll of sandstone a short 
distance from the shore, but in this instance the absence 
of a suitable creek like that at the Old Quay is compensated 
for by the presence of a convenient stretch of sandy shore, 
ideal for beaching the small craft which would be used in 
early days. Another settlement influenced by the 
proximity of the Dee was that of Caldy. The village 
clustered under the slopes of Grange Hill with a southern 
aspect, communicated with the shore by a lane leading to 
the patch of sandy land upon which was situated Officers' 
Croft, a name recalling the preventive officers stationed 
there in the eighteenth century. This spot was separated

1 Thurstaston, 1925, p. 14.
- Lightfoots Poole.now marked by the Geological Survey as a ' Drained Bog."



64 The Sites of Ancient Villages in Wirral.

from Dawpool by a range of high clay cliffs, the Red Banks, 
off which ships lay in the i4th century to discharge their 
cargoes before proceeding up the river to Chester. 1 Both 
Thurstaston and Heswall (with the outlying Oldfield) 
occupy a site on a broad expanse of sandstone so tempting 
as to require little comment. The proximity of the river 
banks had probably a great influence on the choice of their 
sites, tor if, as seems likely, they were Scandinavian 
settlements, ready access to the sea would be regarded as 
of supreme importance.

To the south of Neston occurs a similar expanse of 
sandstone of great importance in the history of the district, 
on which are situated Little Neston, Ness, Nessholt, 
Denhall, and Burton. A more suitable site for a settle 
ment than that of Burton on the southern slopes of this 
ridge would be difficult to find, commanding as it does a 
wide bay sheltered by the projecting Nesset Head or 
Burton Point. How much truth there may be in the 
tradition that a fort once existed on the point, with earth 
works in Castle Fields above the village, is unknown; but 
certainly the topography lends strong support to this 
contention.

The eastern or Mersey shore of Wirral has never been of 
so great importance as the western; hence the settlements 
there appear to have been placed with greater regard to the 
main internal trackways than to the river traffic. Owing 
to the number of deep ravines and pools on the Mersey 
shores the roadway has been pushed far inland. Along it 
lies Great Sutton, on a small knoll, while Little Sutton and 
Childer Thornton occupy a larger patch of sandstone. 
The disposition of buildings in Childer Thornton and 
Great Sutton even so late as 1840 affords an interesting 
contrast. Where the expanse of suitable land is large the 
buildings are scattered, as in Childer Thornton, while just

1 Chester Chamberlain's Accounts, 1356-37 (Record Society, Vol. 58).
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as many dwellings are clustered into a compact nucleus on 
the knoll of Great Sutton. Further north, where the 
road crosses Bromborough Pool, lies Spital, on a well- 
drained clay cliff, traditionally the site of a mediaeval leper 
hospital. Here, of course, considerations of soil have been 
less important than that of isolation. The site of Brom 
borough court house, an ancient moated dwelling by the 
pool, was obviously chosen for reasons of defence alone. 
The admirable site of Poulton, on a sandy clay overlooking 
a ravine on two sides, owed its choice probably to this 
factor also. The great expanse of exposed sandstone 
south of the pool has provided sites for Bromborough, 
Eastham, Hooton, Plymyard and Rouacre. Both Higher 
and Lower Bebington, though lying near together, are 
extremely good instances of the trouble taken by early 
settlers to select sandstone sites whenever possible. 
Tranmere occupies an admirable position overlooking 
Birket Pool and commanding its crossing to Woodside or 
Birkenhead. This latter hamlet, until the commencement 
of last century, consisted only of the Priory and a few 
scattered houses, and was situated at the very edge of the 
Mersey on the only piece of exposed sandstone between 
New Brighton and Bromborough along the shore. The 
site has been of increasing importance since the foundation 
of Liverpool, by reason of the ferry, the only reliable 
crossing below Warrington or Runcorn. Inland from this 
hillock, and separated from it by a clay plain in which 
modern Birkenhead has been built, is the well marked 
ridge running from Bidston into mid-Wirral. Upon it are 
situated part of Claughton, the hamlet of Flaybrick, and 
Oxton, while at the northern extremity lies Bidston, and 
on its western inland slopes, Noctorum. Part of Claugh 
ton, together with Grange, formerly belonging to Birken 
head Priory, undoubtedly lay upon clay. Noctorum, 
perhaps a single family settlement, remained an isolated 
farm until 1840 and is a typical example of its class, lying
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on the hillside and off the main track. The situation of 
Bidston is interesting as being the most ideal situation for 
a settlement at the foot of a sheltering hill, at the very 
edge of what was originally marsh and moss land. Until 
further information is gleaned of the age of the road from 
Bidston through Moreton to Great Meols it is not easy to 
tell how far the situation of the village is due to the road, 
although it might be imagined that it would be some time 
before it became feasible to make a road across the Fender 
marshes; perhaps this road would only be available in the 
summer time, in winter or in wet seasons the higher road 
through Ford being in use.

Similar spurs of sandstone hills, the old preglacial shore 
line, projecting into the Birket marshes, have been utilised 
for settlements. Upton has already been mentioned. 
Greasby and Frankby are excellent examples of this type 
of settlement, whilst on the slopes of Grange Hill occurs 
the village of Grange, and at the foot of the same hill, more 
favourably situated, lies West Kirby. Further inland, 
behind each of these spurs, several villages occur wherever 
sandstone appears and other circumstances are favourable. 
Of these Woodchurch, Arrowe, Irby, Pensby, Thornton 
Hough, Raby, and Hinderton require no explanation. 
Brimstage is happily situated by the side of a stream 
whose waters have removed the covering of clay from its 
banks and exposed an admirable site for the village. 
Barnston, too, has been favoured in a similar way by a 
stream. Ledsham, Willaston, Prenton, and Storeton 
occupy detached sandy hillocks in the clay plain, a position 
which gave ready access to the adjoining cultivated lands. 
The plan of Landican shows this better than words can 
describe it.

Practically the whole township of Thingwall is situated 
on a large expanse of sandstone. The name of the town 
ship can be ascribed almost with certainty toits importance 
as the meeting place of the Thing, whence it was the centre
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-of government for the early Scandinavian colonies of 
Wirral. Cultivation was not therefore so important as
 central position suited for a gathering of the clans. The 
position of the original settlement is somewhat vague, but 
was probably upon either what is known as Cross Hill, a 
rather significant name in this connection, or upon the 
neighbouring hill upon which stood until recently Thing- 
wall Mill. Upon one of these eminences it is evident that 
the meeting was formerly held.

Stanlow, the rocky isle in the midst of the Gowy marshes. 
an ideal spot for the settlement of primitive peoples, has 
so far not yielded any remains earlier than the ruins of the 
I2th century Abbey; but on the island of Hilbre at the 
mouth of the Dee several prehistoric weapons have been 
found. But by far the most interesting spot from this 
point of view is the parish of Wallasey. Situated at the 
north-eastern angle of the peninsula, the area is practically 
an island, connected with the mainland only by a narrow 
bridge of sand dunes. The village of Wallasey, straggling 
by the roadside in the friendly shelter of the hill, occupied 
a situation similar to that of Bidston, with which it was 
connected by an ancient trackway across the moss. At 
the southern extremity of the village lies Poulton, an 
important nodal point to which all the old roads of the 
parish converged, and where until the present bridge was 
built, communication was held across the pool by ferry. 
Several implements of stone and metal have been found in 
the parish, but by far the most important discovery was 
that of a neolithic settlement at the Red Noses in 1898. 
This site was apparently overwhelmed by blowing sand 
and had not been occupied since prehistoric days.

Of the ancient settlements of Wirral there only remain 
to be mentioned those situated on the coastal belt of sand 
dunes stretching from the Red Noses to Hilbre Point and 
those in the interior on glacial sands. The reasons for 
the choice of such sites are similar to those already stated
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for sandstone sites. Here however, especially on the 
coast, water supplies were more difficult, for although 
shallow wells will always yield a plentiful supply of water, 
they are greatly subject to pollution and frequently 
become brackish through the entrance of salt water. 
Both the foundations and materials for buildings present 
a difficulty. Along the coast, shingle cemented together 
with mud was the principal material available, but the 
foundations were often unstable and few old buildings 
remain. The villages of Great Meols, Little Meols, and 
Hoose were situated on this coastal belt, but it seems 
likely that the original settlements, like that at Dove 
Point, have been overwhelmed by blowing sands or eroded 
by the tides. New Hall, or Mockbeggar, now Leasowe 
Castle, built at the end of the i6th century and once 
surrounded by a moat, was probably intended to guard the 
only land way into Wallasey, but whether or no it occupied 
the site of an earlier settlement is unknown.

Overpool at least on the edge of the glacial sands, which 
occur sporadically throughout the heavier clays, has been 
noted. Capenhurst appears to owe its position to sand 
of this character and so too does Backford in part, though 
the latter position is so important strategically that a 
settlement of some sort there must have been imperative. 
Hargreave, a separate manor in Domesday Book, occupied 
an area of glacial sands on the edge of an old road.

Besides Hoylake, which covers the area once occupied 
by the township of Hoose, and Birkenhead, whose mush 
room growth is well known, there are two important 
modern settlements in Wirral. One is Ellesmere Port, 
built on the clay in 1795 as the station where luggage and 
passengers changed from the canal packets plying from 
Chester to Whitby wharf, into the river packets that went 
on to Liverpool. The other is New Brighton, which in 
1830 took its rise on the randhills as a watering place. 
The two towns beautifully exemplify the dominant factor
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in site selection during the nineteenth century. The 
engineering triumphs of the industrial revolution rendered 
every factor subordinate to that of communication, and 
since canals and railways chose low levels there was in the 
last century a general tendency for new settlements to be 
created in plains irrespective of soil conditions, and for 
the population of old settlements to migrate nearer to the 
new lines of communication. In the Wirral examples of 
Bidston and Upton for instance, movement took place 
down-hill to the railway, in the one case along School Lane 
to Bidston Station, in the other towards the marshes of 
Ford. The nineteenth century desertion of the roads for 
the railway is now being avenged, and the advent of the 
motor 'bus is initiating a new and menacing type of settle 
ment that straggles along roadsides, at once fixing the 
dangerous curves of roads and destroying the heart of the 
rural scenery. These tendencies call aloud for some 
control to restrict settlement, and modern housing 
committees could do worse than revert to the principles 
of our ancient ancestors who clustered their villages upon 
sandstone knolls and left the surrounding clay a " green 
and pleasant land."

I must again acknowledge my indebtedness to the 
incumbents of many parishes who so generously placed 
materials and maps at my disposal, to Mr. S. A. Kelly, 
who kindly supplied copies of Eastham parish maps, and 
finally to Miss E. Leach, B.A., who has given much time 
and energy to the compilation of this paper.


