
153

STRAY NOTES.

A LIVERPOOL M.I. Tn the south wall of the nave of the church 
at Binstead, I.W., is a brass " under the third window " [? from 
the east end] inscribed:

I. H. S. 
In Memory of

WILLIAM BANNING, esqre., formerly of 
Liverpool, who died at Ryde, Vllth February,

MDCCCLVII, Aged LXXII Years. 
His remains are interred in the bvrial

ground of this Chvrch. 
(History of Binstead Church, I.W., by G. T. Windyer Morris

[1925].)
F.C.B.

EDWARD MOORE OF BANK HALL. A complaint by Richard 
Penington of Salford, esq., addressed to John Otway, esq., 
vice-chancellor, on 20 Jan., 1663-4, gives some information as to 
Moore's rooms in Gray's Inn. Plaintiff states that he has on lease 
a chamber in Gray's Inn, in the Stone Gallery adjoining the 
chapel, being part of Page's Buildings. In Dec., 1656, meeting 
with Edward Moore, gent., of Gray's Inn, he agreed to let the 
chamber to him at £5 a year rent. Moore had the room for some 
years, and on his giving it up (by one Harrison his servant) com 
plainant found that bolts and locks had been taken off, and 
curtains, etc. abstracted; but he would have forgiven all this had 
Moore paid the rent due. This he promised " on the word of a 
gentleman," but had not done so. Prays for a remedy. The 
agreement has been lost. (Pal. of Lancaster Bills, 23, no. 150).

WIDNES COURT. Edward Stockley of Prescot, gentleman, aged 
71, in 1664 deposed that he had been an attorney in the court of 
Widnes for forty years past. It was the custom there that the 
death of every tenant of the manor should be reported to the 
halmote C3urt, with the name of the heir, etc. (Pal. of Lancaster 
Chancery Depositions, bdle 71). The Widnes court rolls, among 
the Duchy of Lancaster records, extend back to 1347.
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SPEKEFIELDS, WEST DERBY. In August, 1621, Thomas Hodgson 
of Liverpool, yeoman, as guardian for Myles, Richard, Thomas, 
William and (blank) Mather, five of the sons of Ellis Mather and 
Elizabeth his wife (plaintiff's sister), entered a complaint in the 
Palatine of Lancaster Chancery, against William Fox concerning 
the estate of the said Ellis, now deceased, at Spekefields, West 
Derby. At the same time a counter-plea was entered by William 
Foxe of Toxteth Park and William Bannester of Liverpool, as 
executors of Ellis Mather of Toxteth Park, against Thomas Hodgson 
in respect of money due to the estate. (P.L. Chancery Bills, vol. 
5).

HALSALL FAMILY. Ellen widow of Sir Gilbert Halsall, knt, died 
8 Jan. 1444-5, holding certain lands in Brereton, Cheshire, as her 
dower of the inheritance of William Brereton, formerly her 
husband. Her son and heir was Thomas Brereton, rector of 
Brereton, aged 34. (Chester Inq. p.m., file 42). Ellen was a 
daughter of Sir William Massey of Tatton (Ormerod, iii, 88).

BROUGHTON TOWER, NEAR PRESTON. According to a plea in the 
Lancashire Chancery Court in 1621 this estate was sold to Roger 
Langton of Preston, for £2050. The plaintiff was Thomas Single 
ton, son and heir of Edward Singleton (by Grace his wife), 
who was son and heir of Thomas Singleton, esq., of Broughton, 
by Ann his wife. It appeared that in 1612 the elder Thomas and 
Ms son Edward granted the estate to trustees John Massey, esq., 
now deceased, and Thomas Singleton of the Scales and that they 
disposed of it. (P.L. Chancery Wills, vol. 5). See V.C.H. Lanes., 
vii, 119.

ARMS OF PENDLKBURY OF SNYDALE. The following certificate 
was granted by Sir Ralph Assheton and John Bradshaw on Sept. 
12, 1613: " Beinge desired by James Worthington of Snythill 
gen., and Anne his wyffe, daughter and sole heire of Roger Pendle- 
burye late of Snythill gen. deceased to certifie our knowledges 
concerninge the armes belonginge to the said Mr. Pendleburye. 
Thus muche wee have knowcn that by comon reputac'on there 
haith auncientlye belonged to the said Mr. Pendleburye three red 
lyons in a feeld or. And wee knowe that some of the kinrecl that 
are discended from the howse of the said Mr. Pendleburye in thear 
howses have sett upp the same armes as in right belonginge to the 
said Mr. Pendleburye, w'ch wee have ever taken to be true." 
(Harl. MS. 1070, f. 97). Snydale is in West Houghton; see V.C.H. 
Lanes., v, 23, and Visit, of 1613 (Chetham Soc.), 126.
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SELLET HALL ESTATE. On 30 March, 1620, a bill, presented to 
the Vice-Chancellor ot the County Palatine, affords evidence as to 
Whittington Common. By it John Bayns of Selleth, " esquyor," 
as owner by inheritance of 4 closes called Scallbar, Sedgswicke 
cloase, Whittington cloase, Moreside lane, parcel of his demesne 
belonging to his capital messuage called Selleth hall, has had the 
use of a spring of water on Whittington common. But now one 
Richard Ustonsone of Whittington, yeoman, having obtained 
certain evidences, has made various ways for carts, etc., over the 
said closes, though none of his predecessors had any right therein 
or passage way, and refuses complainant access to the spring. 
He refuses to show his deeds. Relief is desired. (Pal. of Lancaster 
Chancery Bills, vol. 5).

COWARD FAMILY. The following deed concerning a division of 
lands in Furness is in the Manchester Free Library (no. 155): 
'' This indentur made the xv day of Fabreware in the thred yere of 
the Reine of our Soverand lade qwene Elezabet in ano Dili 1561 
betwene John Cowerd of Golurtwat in Fornes with in the contie of 
Lankaster on the one partie and Alan Cowerd yonger of the same 
of that other partie for and consarning a devetion of thayre 
taynementes by the handes of fore men boke sworne that is 
Willem Cowerd, John Dobson, Robert Dobson and John Dobson, 
wiche hath with the assent and consent of bothe the sayd parties 
hathe eqwollie devidit thayer sayd taynementes for thayme and 
thayre assenes for ever and also with the consel and advice of 
thayer landes lorde. In witnes this to be a Full agrement the sayd 
fore men hathe hereunto set thayer notes and the sayd parties 
thayer seels the day and yere first above written before thes 
Recordes James Kerkebye, Rowland Cowerd, Willem Cowerd, 
John Begens and James Begens." (Seal destroyed). " Golurtwat " 
seems to be the present Gawthwaite, to the N. of Ulverston.

SIR HUGH DE CALVYLEGH. The following, according to the 
French Roll, had letters of protection in May and June, 1380, 
when crossing the seas in the company of this famous knight. 
It will be seen that many were Lancashire and Cheshire men: 
Ralph son of Ralph de Stathum, Thomas Torboc, Roger de 
Assheton, William Page, John son of Henry de Delves, John de 
Okleston, John de Hoo, Stephen Wynelade, John More, John 
Babbelak, Philip de Okhore, knt., Thomas de Marchinton, knt., 
Hugh de Calvylegh, esq., William Wyot of St. Albans, Thomas 
Apunhall, John Arches, John Sonky, Thomas Maureward, William
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Tranmor, John Hardyng, Thomas de Carynton, knt. At that 
time Sir Hugh was governor or custos of the Channel Islands, and 
on i June was one of the captains going on an expedition to France, 
as appears by the Patent Rolls.

BATTLE OF BLORE HEATH, 23 Sept., 1459. In file 45 of the 
Chester Inquisitions post mortem are several documents relating 
to those who fell in this battle. No. I is the inquisition taken 
after the death of Sir John Doune, kt., who died on the Sunday 
before St. Michael (23 Sept.), 1459, leaving John Doune his son and 
heir, aged 17 in the previous July (St. Swithin's day). The 
widow is not named. No. 2 is that of Richard Doune, no. 4 of 
Thomas Dutton, and no. 9 of Sir Hugh Venables, kt., who all died 
on the same day. (In the case of the last-named his mother 
Elizabeth is named, but not his wife). No. 5 is that of Sir John 
Egerton, knight, who died on the Tuesday before St. Michael 
(25 Sept.).

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS.

1609. William Bradley, schoolmaster of Blackrod, aged 63. 
Buried there on 28 Oct., 1625.

1612. Thomas Hindley, usher of Rivington, aged 47.
1613. John Norcross of Ribchester, describing himself as 

" a poor scholar," claimed payment for his services in teaching 
Richard Walmesley, son of the late Richard Walmesley of Showley, 
at a school at Osbaldeston. The defendant was Margaret, widow 
of Richard Walmesley and now wife of Richard Osbaldeston. 
(Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Bills, 2, no. i). Richard Walmesley 
of Showley, brother of Sir Thomas Walmesley of Dunkenhalgh, 
had died in 1609. (V.C.H. Lancashire, vi, 259).

1618. In a dispute as to a right of way at Westwood in Ince, 
one of the questions was " Did you go to the school when it was 
kept next unto the barns of the defendant (Thomas Gerard, esq.), 
at the Hall of Ince ? "

1625. George Wharledale of Toxteth, schoolmaster, aged 30; 
lately servant of Mr. Watmough, parson of Bury [1608-23].

1657. John Lunt, schoolmaster of West Derby, aged 28.
1659. William Bayne, schoolmaster of Oldham, aged 40.
1665. John Fishwick, schoolmaster of Chorley, was plaintiff 

in regard to a sum of £86 bestowed on the school. John Broad- 
hurst, formerly schoolmaster there, and now of Leyland, was a 
deponent. Alexander Norres of Bolton, gentleman, aged 60, who
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was in 1653 treasurer for the soldiers in the county, deposed that 
the ^86 was the balance unspent.

The above notes are mostly from the Lancashire Chancery 
records.

BRADSHAW OF SCALE HALL NEAR LANCASTER.

In 1693, long depositions were taken in a case between Peter 
Bradshaw, gentleman, on one part, and Jane Bradshaw, widow, 
and Mary her daughter (under age) on the other part. The 
defendant Jane was doubly assessed to taxes as being a " Papist "; 
her son James who died at Wigan in Sept., 1687, was buried at 
Lancaster. She had built a chapel at Scale Hall. The plaintiff 
was eldest son of the late Ambrose Bradshaw by Mary his first 
wife (d. 1664), Jane being his second wife. Ambrose, who had 
been brought up as a Protestant, became a " Papist " to please 
his grandfather, John Bradshaw of Scale, but after John's death 
(in 1670), relapsed to Protestantism, having for several years 
before his death attended Lancaster church and also Preston 
church. He was buried at Lancaster 8 Feb., 1678-9. The 
dispute related to the tithes of Forton, of which the family were 
farmers. One of the deponents was John Bradshaw of Liverpool, 
mariner, aged 29, another son of Ambrose, who stated that his 
younger brother Ambrose was now dead. Another deponent was 
Thomas Worthington of Wigan, M.D., aged 46, who had attended 
the deceased James Bradshaw and had received a fee of two 
guineas. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Depositions, bdle. 123).

Peter Bradshaw sold Scale Hall in 1694. l The pedigree 
recorded in 1665 does not show who Ambrose's father was, but 
probably it was Peter, second son of John Bradshaw. The 
depositions also are silent on this point, but state that his mother 
was Susan Turbridge, who was buried at Lancaster 17 April, 1680.

1 V.C.H. Lancashire, viii. 61.


