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THE English mediaeval effigy had its beginnings in the 
twelfth century, when the pictorial representation on 

the coffin lid grew, with the artist's power of delineation, 
from incised work into relief. At first only a flat modelling 
of the figure cut in arbitrary lines in a sunk panel on the 
slab, it gradually developed into an effigy surrounded by 
an architectural setting; then as the influence of the 
mason ceased to be felt, the setting gradually disappeared 
and in later periods is but seldom found.

During the early part of the mediaeval period mason- 
craft predominated in effigy making, and during the first 
half of the thirteenth century no attempt was made to 
give the effigy a recumbent attitude, the figure being 
treated as architectural statuary, upright in character, the 
attitude and drapery being facsimiles of the mason's 
formula, used in the decoration of the great west fronts of 
the monastic and cathedral churches erected at that time. 
The bishops hold a staff and give the benediction, the 
knights are straight-legged and grasp a sword, the animal 
at the feet suggesting the corbel upon which the figure 
stood; the only note of recumbency is a pillow placed 
beneath the head. After 1240 the recumbent attitude 
was frankly adopted, and knights were carved with their 
legs crossed, partly to strengthen the figure at its weakest 
place, and also to show ease of position. This was
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essentially an English feature, continuing for about a 
century.

The majority of the thirteenth and fourteenth century 
examples were carved in Purbeck marble, from the king's 
quarries in the Isle of Corfe, being a dun-coloured shelly 
limestone, polishing to a dark hue. The marblers worked 
near the quarries, shipping their wares by sea, as England 
was devoid of good roads. In the north a similar stone 
was found at Frosterly in Durham, known as Stanhope 
marble, much used in the decoration of Durham Cathedral. 
Until 1250 the Purbeck marblers set the pose and style of 
effigy working, having ten years before introduced into 
their architectural framing the stiff-leaf foliage so well 
adapted for cutting in this particular material; but the 
vogue of Purbeck marble ceased by the commencement of 
the fourteenth century, other influences being in the as 
cendent.

From 1250 onwards coloured decoration becoming 
fashionable a more tractable material was found in the 
various free-stones used for building. The quality of the 
stone was the chief factor in producing local differences of 
style. Dundry oolite was quarried in thin blocks, resulting 
in a flat posture, the head unraised. Beerstone was 
obtained in large blocks, the figures boldly cut. In the 
north-eastern district, magnesian limestone, also in large 
blocks easily worked, resulted in large handling. The 
Midlands (including Cheshire) worked in a soft red sand 
stone of coarse grain, resulting in a bluntness of carving 
and a heavy style; but in reviewing these freestone 
effigies, it must be remembered that what we now see was 
only the bed upon which was placed the applied decoration 
in gesso, enriched with gold and colours, forming a skin of 
beautiful detail, making it difficult at the present day to 
judge the finished art of this period. Timber was also 
used as the foundation for gesso-coated effigies, and was 
well adapted for distribution over the rough cart tracks,
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being lighter than stone, and less liable to fracture; of 
these over ninety effigies are still extant, though not a 
single example survives in Cheshire. Bronze and laton 
were also used through the whole period, but the majority 
of these effigies have disappeared owing to the value of 
their material.

The time between 1250 and 1350, covering the change 
from Purbeck to alabaster, is the most interesting of the 
whole mediaeval period. The earlier part covered a wide 
field of production, ruled by materials as well as local 
conditions. The knight effigies are of varying pose, and 
include the sword-sheathing type; the quieter cross- 
legged type of easy attitude with the hands joined in 
prayer, and a lion at the feet, and a series of realistic 
figures, either lying as if asleep, raised on the elbow, or 
ready to spring up grasping a sword: these form a series 
which by their unconventional attitudes, their freedom 
of pose and the life-like modelling of the figures reach the 
high-water mark of English memorial craftsmanship. 
Figures of ecclesiastics are portrayed either with the 
hands crossed, or as blessing with the right hand and 
holding a crozier in the left. The figures of priests and 
deacons are represented with hands joined in prayer, a 
chalice or open book placed upon the breast. Civilians 
before 1350 are rare, as up to this time effigies were almost 
exclusively used for royalty, prelates and nobles. The 
majority of the heads of these figures are placed upon 
cushions, but by 1350 the helm is introduced under the 
head of the knight.

The fateful time for English art was the middle of the 
fourteenth century, when this country was visited by the 
scourge of the Black Death, sweeping away as it did 
seventy per cent, of the population and thus proscribing 
every form of industry and art. When at last ordinary 
life was resumed, it was under sobered conditions and with 
a changed outlook. The first half of the fourteenth
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century had been the art of the master-sculptor, shown 
by the largeness of handling, the flow of the drapery, and 
the decoration of the tomb; but after 1350 a gradual 
process of disassociation set in, the various crafts separ 
ating, and becoming either gild or shop productions. 
The technical excellence of this later work far surpassed 
that of the earlier period, but its inspiration was governed 
by the specialist, and as the crafts perfected themselves 
genius declined.

This process was helped by the discovery of a new 
material for the execution of effigies and tombs, found in 
the upper Keuper beds of Derbyshire, Staffordshire and 
Notts., a sulphite of lime called alabaster, which by the 
third quarter of the fourteenth century had practically 
usurped the place of other materials in the manufacture 
of tombs and effigies. Local schools of tomb-makers 
rapidly sprang up near the quarries, and the Chellaston and 
Nottingham centres became famous not only for their 
memorials, but for the panelled reredoses and images of 
saints, which were distributed throughout England and 
the continent. The type of figure, its pose and setting out, 
altered little during the whole of the alabaster period, 
the format being under the control of the shop trade, who 
were content to add only to the technical excellence of 
their craft, their productions gradually becoming a little 
drier and less interesting by reason of constant repetition.

After the first series, the main interest centres in the 
accurate delineation of the changing fashions in annour 
and costume, and in the various methods employed to 
decorate the tombs. The usual pose of the knight was 
one of rigidity, the head resting on his helm, the feet upon 
an animal, the body forming a slight arc; the parallel pose 
of the lady being obtained by the cushioned support with 
attendant angels, and the elaborate head-dress; the 
general attitude was stately, with the hands joined in 
prayer. In addition to tombs and effigies the alabaster
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centres also produced slabs with incised figures to compete 
with the taste for flat memorials. During the alabaster 
period, freestone effigies continued to be made, especially 
in the south-west, but the average performance through 
out England was an imitation of the fashionable medium, 
which continued to hold undisputed sway until the 
Suppression.

As Speed quaintly put it in his book on the county, 
" Cheshire is the seedplot of the gentility of England." 
Taking this statement at its face value, we naturally look 
for their innumerable memorials scattered in the churches 
of the county. In this we are disappointed, and we may 
be permitted to seek for the reasons; first, the seedplot 
was none of the earliest, for the north-western side of 
England lingered far behind the times. The prosperous 
early life of England was gathered round the counties 
touching the eastern and southern coasts and (by the close 
of the fourteenth century) the Cotswolds, where the wool 
trade flourished and money was fairly plentiful. It is 
shown by the records that the wool-staplers practically 
financed Edward III in his various wars.

The Isle of Corfe was remote; there were no good roads 
along which such heavy blocks of stone could travel, 
water being the only way, and thus Cheshire can boast of 
no effigy in Purbeck marble. Another reason is to be 
found in the civil wars. The earlier Wars of the Roses 
do not seem to have interfered materially with everyday 
life, nor were they prodigal in destruction, but this cannot 
be said of the great Civil War, in which Cheshire played an 
important part, including the sieges of Chester and 
Nantwich and the garrisoning of such churches as Middle- 
wich, Acton, and Barthomley. To this reason I suppose 
we may also attribute the absence of a single effigy in 
Chester Cathedral.

Of course the Reformation destroyed quantities of 
mediaeval art, and no doubt such abbeys as Vale Royal,
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Combermere, Norton, and the rest contained many beauti 
ful memorials. In addition, the iconoclastic zeal displayed 
in the destruction of inscriptions containing alleged 
superstitious invocations, led not only to the tearing up 
of brasses but the wanton destruction of tombs. The 
indifference displayed to mediaeval art and architecture in 
Post-Reformation years accounts for more; for we read 
of the destruction, due to indifference, of such wonderful 
tombs and effigies as those to the Troutbecks which once 
graced the church of St. Mary, Chester. When monu 
ments were not actually destroyed they were often allowed 
to fall into ruin, as the Whitmore tomb formerly in the 
church of Holy Trinity, Chester. Others were turned out 
into the churchyards to decay, as the effigies to the Daven 
ports at Marton, or were used as foundation stones to 
towers as at Rostherne. Some have found an asylum in 
private residences and museums, as the effigies from 
Grappenhall and Bowdon.

Modern restorers of churches cannot be allowed credit 
for much sympathy with old work, although I know 
nothing in Cheshire to compare with the wilful destruction 
of the splendid series of alabaster tombs which once 
adorned the church of Greens Norton, Northants. Still 
we are not blameless, for at Farndon during some repairs, 
three valuable old effigies were found carefully buried 
beneath the floor of the chancel, two being promptly 
ground up and sold for white sand. Another instance is 
recorded at Middlewich, where the effigy of a monk was 
destroyed in 1809 by being cut up to make a mantelpiece.

The record of destruction since the time when the 
various Randle Holmes visited the churches of the county 
is sufficiently grievous, accounting as it does for twenty 
effigies and twelve brasses. Well might old bishop Home 
write: " To save the opulent from oblivion, the sculptor 
unites his labours with the scholar or the poet, whilst the 
rustic is indebted for his mite of posthumous renown to the
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carpenter, the painter, or the mason. The structures of 
fame, are, in both cases, built with materials whose 
duration is short. It may check the sallies of pride to 
reflect on the mortality of man. But for its complete 
humiliation, let it be remembered that epitaphs and 
monuments decay."

Still, in spite of all this destruction, purposeful and 
otherwise, there are a fair number of effigies of Pro- 
Reformation date, principally the production of the ala 
baster centres of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth 
centuries; over thirty effigies in fair condition and five 
brasses, together with one or two incised alabaster slabs.

THE EARLIER EFFIGIES.
Examples of early effigies in the county are few in 

number and much decayed, owing to the soft quality of the 
stone from which they were cut, neglect, and so-called 
restoration. The collegiate church of St. John in the city 
of Chester makes the largest contribution towards this 
section of our subject, comprising a knight, a priest, and a 
lady, all in red sandstone. The effigy of the knight (i) is 
broken away at the knees and is further mutilated; his 
head rests upon two cushions, and he is dressed in a coif of 
mail with a shirt of the same material, over which is a 
surcoat. He grasps a sword-hilt with his right hand, his 
shield being held by a strap going over the shoulder. The 
shirt of mail covers the arms, the hands being encased in 
mail mittens. The surcoat is loose, without sleeves, and is 
open back and front below the waist for convenience when 
riding. The sword is hung from a narrow belt passing 
obliquely round the body, and is buckled in front; the 
date may be assigned between 1270 and 1290.

A knight of the same period lies in the church at Grap- 
penhall; (2) this effigy lay for several years in the museum 
at Warrington in a decayed state. It has been restored 
both in itself and to the church, but is now unreliable
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either as to date or costume. It is supposed to represent 
Sir William Fitzwilliam of Boydel, 1275.

AtRostherne.in the chancel upon a freestone slab carved 
in low relief, is the recumbent effigy of a knight (3) clothed 
in a complete suit of chain mail, over which is placed a 
surcoat hanging from the shoulders by broad bands and 
slit down at the side as far as the waist, shewing the shirt 
of mail beneath. A shield close to the left side of the effigy is 
slung from the right shoulder by means of a strap, and is 
enblazoned with two bars; it has been suggested that this 
figure is a memorial to one of the family of Venables. 
The right hand is bare, the mail mitten hanging down from 
the wrist, and grasps a sword, placed diagonally across the 
body and fastened to a broad belt placed round the loins. 
The head rests upon two cushions and is protected by a 
hood of mail leaving the face exposed. The effigy was 
unearthed while digging the foundations of the present 
tower, which was commenced in 1742. The slab is now 
bedded into a low modern tomb, the principal repairs to 
the effigy being the renewal of a portion of the lion upon 
which the feet repose. The work is a little rough and this 
combined with the fact that the effigy is not in complete 
relief indicates the elate as somewhere about the close of 
the thirteenth century.

After many vicissitudes the mutilated freestone effigy 
of a knight reposes again in its original home in 
Bowdon parish church (4). It is now broken away 
at the knees. As the remaining portion measures 
five feet nine inches in length, by two feet in width, 
it must, when complete, have been a figure of 
extraordinary size. At the present time it is covered 
over with coats of paint of varying colour, evidently 
applied since it reposed in the wall of the grotto 
at Partington. The effigy presents several points of 
interest, including a peculiarity, and at first is somewhat 
difficult to date. The head rests upon an oblong cushion,
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the hands being clasped upon the breast in prayer, holding 
what is evidently intended for a heart, and there is no 
apparent clue as to whether the legs were crossed or no. 
The figure is clothed in a suit of chain mail which has not 
been carved on the stone but applied in gesso, traces of 
which may be seen beneath the paint, the shoulders and 
knees being protected by leather cops, the head by a steel 
cap. The chief interest in the figure is centred upon the 
garment worn over the mail, namely a gambeson, quilted 
in straight folds below the waist. This garment was 
generally worn over a woollen shirt and beneath the suit 
of mail to soften the discomfort and ease the weight of the 
armour. It is but rarely depicted upon effigies. An 
early example remains at Furness Abbey, which may be 
dated early in the thirteenth century, and a fine example 
at Minster, Sheppy, to Sir Robert Shurland, who was made 
knight banneret at the siege of Caerlavcrock in 1300. 
Curiously enough the headgear of Sir Robert is similar to 
the Bowdon effigy, with its peculiar side pieces. The 
gambeson reaches to the knees, being gathered in at the 
waist by a broad belt from which depends a short sword 
lying in front of the figure somewhat towards the left side. 
The left arm is protected by a shield emblazoned with 
three lozenges, two lozenges being repeated on the upper 
part of the gambeson, being the arms of Baggiley. The 
head covering, together with the gambeson, and the mail 
being produced by stamped gesso in place of being carved, 
all suggests a similar date to Sir Robert Shurland, and as 
it is known that Sir William Baggiley was living in 1319, 
we may infer that this effigy is his memorial. The face of 
the figure is entirely gone and the rest much abrased.

The last early effigy of a knight lies at Farndon. (5) 
This was found under the chancel floor during some repairs 
and now lies at the west end of the church. The slab is 
treated in low relief, depicting a bearded knight wearing 
a conical steel cap, the head reposing upon two cushions.
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He is completely dressed in chain mail, over which is a 
surcoat, and he grasps a sword. The shield has an 
inscribed border giving the name of Patrick Barton of 
Barton. The effigy is related to the Welsh type, such as 
the one at Gresford to Madoc ap Llewelyn ap Griffith, 
which is approximately dated 1331.

THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.
Returning to St. John's, Chester, we have a much worn 

effigy of a priest in red sandstone. (6) The head rests 
upon a pillow, the body being clothed in vestments and 
the hands clasped in prayer. Round the edge of the slab 
is a raised border of ornamental foliage. The date of the 
effigy may be assigned to the early part of the fourteenth 
century.

One other early effigy to a priest has undergone the 
usual vicissitudes. (7) Originally in the parish church at 
Stockport, it was turned out at a restoration in 1872, and 
found a temporary resting-place in the small church of 
Poynton, being broken in several places during the 
process. This effigy commemorates Richard Vernon, 
second son of Sir Ralph Vernon of Shipbrooke. He was 
rector of Stockport for 26 years from 1306 and died July 
i6th, 1334. The head of the effigy rests upon two 
cushions, and the feet repose on a dog.

An interesting semi-effigy slab to a lady rests in St. 
John's church, Chester. (8) The lower part is a slab 
decorated with delicate foliage, the border enriched with 
an inscription; above are the mutilated remains of the 
upper half of a lady, her hands clasped in prayer. Origin 
ally the framing continued round the figure, but this is 
now entirely broken away. The inscription tells us that 
this memorial is to Alice de Ridleigh, and the date may 
be placed at 1347. The material is red sandstone.

Other memorials of the first half of the fourteenth 
century include the shrine-base of St. Werburgli, in the
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cathedral (9) and a canopied tomb in Astbury church 
yard. (10) The former was destroyed at the Suppression 
by being broken up and used for building material, with 
the exception of a portion which was converted into part 
of the bishop's throne. Fortunately, as in the cases of the 
shrine-bases of St. Alban and St. Frideswide, most of the 
missing fragments have been found during restorations 
and carefully fitted together. The lower part of the 
shrine-base is composed of six shallow niches in the solid; 
above this work is an open canopy in which were placed 
the offerings of the devout, the shrine resting upon the 
top platform. Considering that the material is red sand 
stone, the workmanship is most delicate. The heads of 
the open arcade are filled in with flamboyant tracery, the 
mouldings above enriched with foliaged cusps; the corner 
jambs are finished above in a series of small niches con 
taining mutilated figures, possibly representing the royal 
relatives of the saint. It has been fitted together without 
any attempt being made to replace the missing portions, 
therefore we can judge the carved work correctly, and the 
date may be assigned to about 1340. In judging the 
style and date of this shrine-base it is interesting to com 
pare it with one still existing at Stanton Harcourt, Oxon, 
which though constructed of Purbeck marble has a similar 
canopy and date.

The red sandstone canopied tomb in Astbury church 
yard, of a class of high gabled tombs for which the first 
half of the fourteenth century in England was famous, is 
the only specimen of its type in the county. In spite of 
the loss of detail occasioned by the weathering of centuries, 
it is still beautiful owing to its excellent proportions. 
Beneath the canopy lie two effigies, which with one or two 
others grouped alongside, now mere sandstone blocks, are 
far too worn to define either costume or accessories. The 
figures beneath the tomb represent a knight and his lady, 
that on the north an ecclesiatic resting on a slab forming
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a coffin lid, while that on the south is the figure of a knight 
placed upon an altar tomb, the shield (according to 
Ormerod) emblazoned with two bars, in chief three 
leopards' heads of which the centre and sinister alone 
remain.

Another decayed effigy of the same material (n) is now 
in the north transept at Bowdon parish church, recently 
brought in from outside, and lies broken into four pieces. 
Above the head are the remains of a crocketed canopy of 
gable form, the spandrels being left plain. The figure is 
bareheaded, and is clothed in a gown reaching half way 
between the ankles and the knees, the feet reposing upon 
an animal now too far gone to recognise. The left hand 
lies close to the side, the right arm being bent, the hand 
grasping a sword placed near the left side. The slab 
measures 5 ft. 7 ins. in length, and is 19 ins. across the 
top, and 14! ins. across the base. From indications the 
work suggests either late thirteenth or early fourteenth 
 century date.

Three other knightly effigies in red sandstone belonging 
to. the middle of the fourteenth century remain to be 
noticed, namely one at Astbury (12), and two at Marton 
(13,14); the first one mentioned being the earliest, the head 
still resting upon a cushion. This effigy lies upon a plain 
sandstone altar-tomb with a battlemented cornice; the 
armour consists of a conical bascinet, the camaille pro 
tecting the neck being fastened to it by means of lacing, 
and composed of banded mail lying upon the shoulders. 
The arms are protected by pieces of plate, the shoulders 
with flexible laminated scales; the elbows by cops of leather 
and steel, the hands encased in gauntlets with raised 
gadlings over the knuckles for use in combat. The body 
is protected by mail strengthened with plates, especially 
at the joints. Over the armour is worn the jupon, a tight- 
fitting garment laced up at the side, upon which are 
blazoned the arms of the wearer, and placed horizontally
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round the hips is the baudric, a rich belt composed of 
ornamental squares clasped with a brooch. The two 
effigies at Marton are similar to the above, with the 
exception that a helm now supports the head, denoting the 
date to be later than 1350. These two were turned out of 
the church in post-reformation days, and have only 
recently found a resting place in the western porch. Both 
are far gone in decay. All three effigies are supposed to 
represent, members of the Davenport family.

We may round up our survey of the earlier and much 
abrased effigies in freestone by mentioning a series taken 
out of Bunbury churchyard and now placed in the south 
aisle of the church. I cannot do better than quote from 
the paper by Messrs. Rylands and Beazley (15):

The figure of a man, in. red sandstone, much worn, with hands 
joined in prayer; clothed in a short jerkin, a belt round his waist 
from which a dagger is hung on his right side. The head rests on 
two tasselled cushions, the feet on an animal. Height 4ft. 3in.; 
width ift. Sin. (16) The figure of a woman, in red sandstone, 
much worn; head resting on two cushions. Inscription almost 
illegible, supposed to be Joan Spurstowe. Height 5ft. 6in., 
width ift. yin. (17) Small figure of a man in red sandstone, 
wearing a long gown with hands joined in prayer. Height 3ft. 
yin.; width ift. 5ins. (18) Figure of a woman in red sandstone; 
wearing a veil and wimple, and holding a mutilated object in her 
hands. Height 6ft. iin.; width ift. yin. (19) A mutilated effigy 
of a man, only trunk remaining. A belt round the waist with a 
sword on his left side and a dagger on his right. On his left arm 
is a longish pointed sword of irregular shape; three pierced 
mullets can be seen on the sinister side, the rest worn away.

An interesting though mutilated effigy of a knight, 
whose date is about 1380, lies in Holy Trinity church, 
Chester (20). It is shown in its complete state in Dingley's 
History from Marble, compiled in the reign of Charles II. 
It consisted of an altar-tomb, the sides ornamented with 
quatrefoils, with an inscription round the upper edge, the 
effigy lying upon the top, the whole surrounded by a 
metal grate. All this has disappeared, and what remains
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is a broken ill-used effigy in a dirty condition, placed in one 
of the darkest corners of the church. The effigy is of 
freestone, poorly executed in the alabaster format, and 
rough in execution. It represents a knight, whose head, 
reposing upon a helm, is enclosed in a bascinet, decorated 
with a flat band ornamented with roses, the camaille 
reaching to the shoulders. The body is clothed in plate, 
over which is a jupon emblazoned as is the shield, fretty, 
being the arms of Whitmore, originally coloured, the 
field vert, the fretty topaz. The shield, which is held by 
a strap over the left shoulder, is brought close to the side 
of the knight, and the hands are clasped in prayer. 
Across the loins is a baudric, from which the sword is 
suspended. There are laminated plates on the shoulders, 
and the shoulder and elbow joints are protected by orna 
mental circular cops. The shirt of mail appears below the 
jupon. The legs are encased in studded plate, and the 
shoes are composed of laminated pieces of steel, also 
studded, resting upon a lion. The effigy represents John 
Whitmore the younger, son of Robert Whitmore of 
Chester, and mayor of the city from 1370 until his death 
in 1374.

ALABASTERS.
It is not until we come to the alabaster period that 

Cheshire can show a fine series of effigies, although they 
are but part of what it once possessed. The adjoining 
counties of Staffordshire and Derbyshire, on their eastern 
sides, together with Nottinghamshire, were the centres of 
the alabaster trade, and it is therefore but natural to 
expect many of their productions to be distributed over 
the county.

The earliest example is fortunately an excellent one, 
being the memorial to Sir Hugh Calveley in the chancel 
of Bunbury church, (21) dating from the closing years of 
the fourteenth century as Sir Hugh died in 1394. It is in
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22. ACTON : SIR WILLIAM MAINWARING, KNT., 1399.
23. OVER PEOVER; WIFE OF JOHN MAINWARING, 1410,
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.a fairly complete state; the effigy reposes upon an altar- 
tomb surrounded with the original grate, the sole deface 
ment being the absence of the little weepers from the sides 
of the tomb, and the original colour, of which, however, 
many traces remain. The effigy is rather more than 
life-size, and the old chroniclers state that Sir Hugh was 
very tall and strongly built; be this as it may, it would be 
a mistake to suppose that the average effigy was intended 
as a portrait. In the indentures that have come down to 
us of contracts for alabaster tombs, it is only stipulated 
that there shall be a counterfeit of a knight or a lady, with 
particulars of the armour or costume required. The 
bascinet of Sir Hugh is without an orle, but is richly 
adorned, his head reposing on a helm decorated with his 
badge, a calf's head. The jupon has the same badge 
worked upon it, and the baudric is a rich one, but without a 
clasp. The thighs are protected with steel plates, the 
knees with cops of steel and leather, and the legs in plate, 
the feet being covered with flexible pointed shoes, the 
joints protected by mail; the spurs are fastened by 
ornamental straps. The sides of the tomb are decorated 
with a series of delicate niches, and between each canopy- 
head is hung a shield, once painted with the quarterings 
and alliances of the family but now defaced. The niches 
once contained little figures called weepers, representing 
either members of the family or saints. Later weepers 
were cut in the solid, and for this reason many of them 
still remain. The railings or grate round the tomb 
consists of thin spiked uprights held together by two 
horizontal bars. The standards once finished in sprickets 
on which candles were placed; these standards continue 
to the ground and are workmanlike pieces of construction, 
thickened out to give adequate strength where the weld 
ing of the cross-bars takes place. Sir Hugh Calveley the 
elder was lord of Lea and founder of Bunbury College; he 
spent part of his life fighting in the French wars, and died 
childless on the feast of St. George, 1393.
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The next memorial in date is in Acton church, near 
Nantwich, to Sir William Mainwaring, who died 1399. 
(22) It is a canopied wall tomb, and a valuable early 
example of the incoming fashion for horizontal lines and 
panel decoration in place of the gabled and pinnacled 
tombs of the fourteenth century. Above the arch the 
tomb is panelled, with four shields beneath canopies, the 
top finishing with a battlement, the sides having crocketed 
finials. Under the arch the wall space is panelled and 
was originally painted to represent quire stalls. In each 
stall are the remains of a painted half-length figure of a. 
tonsured priest, robed in a cope, two in red, and four in 
green, with gold clasps and embroidery, chanting from 
books. The return stalls at either end also contained priests 
in rich vestments. The canopy is constructed of red sand 
stone, but the effigy, which is in alabaster, shows an 
advance in armour and detail compared with the Calveley 
figure. The knight wears upon his bascinet an orle 
composed of velvet and pearls, and the bascinet is further 
enriched with the inscription JESV NAZERENVS REX 
placed upon the forehead. The head rests upon a helm 
bearing an ass's head, the badge appropriated by the 
family during the wars of the Crusades. Round the neck 
is worn a collar of esses; the baudric has an ornamental 
clasp and the feet rest upon a lion. Unfortunately the 
effigy has been shamefully maltreated by persons cutting 
their initials upon it. Sir William Mainwaring of Over 
Peover was the younger son and heir of William the elder. 
In 1393, before his departure on a military expedition to 
Guienne, he directed by his will that his body should be 
buried at Acton church, and that his picture in alabaster 
should cover his tomb in the said church. He also gave to 
the church a part of Christ's cross which the wife of Randle 
Mainwaring, his half-brother, had in her custody, shut up 
in wax, also a competent salary for a chaplain to celebrate 
for his soul for seven years. He built the chapel of St.
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Mary at the east end of the north aisle; this had to be 
rebuilt in 1896 owing to the wall having bulged fourteen 
inches out of plumb, the same stones being re-used.

The next effigies in point of date are at Over Peover, 
also to the Mainwarings. Unfortunately this church was 
rebuilt in 1811, with the exception of the two Mainwaring 
chapels. The tombs formerly in the north aisle were 
destroyed at this date, the effigies and incised slabs alone 
being saved. The two effigies under review (23), were, 
when I saw them last, placed upon a wooden trestle in the 
chancel. They represent John Mainwaring (half-brother 
and heir to William, and his wife Margaret, widow of Sir 
John Warren of Poynton, and daughter and heir to Sir 
John Stafford of Wigham. He died in 1410, leaving his 
brother Randle to succeed him. The effigies are in 
excellent preservation, and are good examples of their 
period, the knight being almost identical with the figure 
of Sir William in Acton, but it has not been disfigured. 
The effigy of his wife is the first example in the county of 
a lady in alabaster. Her outer garment consists of a 
mantle drawn together by a narrow belt, having a stiff 
turned-back collar. Round the neck is a collar of esses, 
which ladies began to wear about 1415. The headdress 
is a netted caul confining the hair over the forehead, with 
two small bunches about the ears, a roll being worn to 
keep the headdress in position. The head rests upon two 
tasselled cushions supported by angels, and the feet repose 
against little pet dogs, with small bells attached to their 
collars. The fingers are broken away; they would have 
shown many rings placed upon the knuckle joints.

A complete tomb, with effigy and weepers, is preserved 
in the Crewe chapel at Barthomley church, being one of 
three examples in the county decorated with weepers. 
The study of the peculiarities of type belonging to the 
various alabaster quarry centres is as yet in its infancy, 
owing to our present lack of definite data to go upon. An
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indenture for the Green tomb at Lowick has enabled us to
find other tombs having similar details in various parts of
the country, which we can claim as coming from the
Chellaston quarry centre which supplied the Lowick tomb.
Recently two other indentures have been found relating
to existing tombs made in London and at Burton, and we
therefore hope that it will be possible to identify many
other tombs. The decoration at Barthomley is unusual in
having two weepers placed beneath each canopy (24); a
second example is at Earls Colne, Essex, now in private
possession. The weepers represent relations, and on the
visible side show six males and six females. The fashion
of representing relations, which was general in the
fourteenth century, gave place in the fifteenth century to
angels holding shields, and the fashion was not again
resumed until the century's close. This new phase is
already seen on the end of the tomb where a winged angel
holds a shield with both hands. The top edge of the tomb
finishes with an embattled cornice similar to the later
tombs at Norbury, Derbyshire, which have also niche
heads of like pattern. The effigy follows those we have
already seen at Acton and Higher Peover, but the open
end of the helm has been stupidly filled in at some time
with plaster. The effigy represents Sir Robert Foulshurst,
knt., second son of Richard Foulshurst of Edleston. He
was one of the squires of James lord Audley at the battle
of Poitiers, Sept. icjth, 1356, and died in 1389.

The next tomb to be considered is one at Over Peover 
in the south chapel. (25) It is a canopied tomb, the 
exterior wall of the chapel having been built out to receive 
it. The tomb-chest has been mutilated, but the decor 
ation once had painted shields under canopied heads, 
The effigies are particularly fine. The armour of the 
knight is an advance upon any we have yet reviewed. 
Thecamaille, jupon and shirt of mail have disappeared, and 
the knight is habited in a complete suit of plate. The



25. OVER PEOVER : RANDLE MAINWARING AND HIS WIFE MARGERY, 1456.
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bascinet is less conical and is delicately engraved with 
border ornaments, but it still retains its orle. In place of 
the camaille, is a baviar of plate over a chin piece, riveted 
to the bascinet, but allowing the head to turn from side to 
side. The body is protected by breast and back plates, 
which are finished at the waist by a short skirt composed 
of rows of plates overlapping each other upwards, and 
secured by straps buckled at the sides. The shoulders 
have laminated epaulettes, and the arms are covered with 
plate, the inner joints protected with fin-like pieces of 
steel. The figure still retains the baudric in addition to 
the narrow sword belt, hung diagonally across the hips and 
fastened to the sword hilt by swivels. The legs and thighs 
are encased in plate, the knee cops have fin-like pro 
jections to protect the joints. The feet are protected by 
long pointed shoes with lobster-like laminated plates. 
The lady's headdress is elaborate, the side cauls have 
developed into horns, pointed above the head, and 
enriched by a netted caul ornamented with roses composed 
of pearls. Owing to the dampness dropping from the roof 
of the alcove upon her face, the rain has found a weak 
place in the alabaster, which has there decayed. The 
effigies represent Randle Mainwaring, brother and heir to 
the John whose tomb we have reviewed, and wife. He 
married Margery, widow of Richard Bulkley and daughter 
of Hugh Venables, baron of Kinderton, by whom he had 
nine children. It is not certain whether it was Margery 
or Randle who made the chapel and the tomb it contains, 
but Randle died in 1456.

At Mottram in Longdendale are two effigies represent 
ing a knight a.nd a lady in sandstone, lying on a low modern 
tomb beneath the window of the south chapel. (26) The 
knight's head is placed upon two cushions, his feet resting 
upon a lion. He is clothed in plate armour, over which 
is a jupon. The head is enclosed in a pointed bascinet 
without an orle, the neck being protected by a baviar of
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plate. Beneath the jupon is a globular breastplate with 
tight waist, the shoulders being protected by laminated 
plates, the hands being placed upon the breast in an 
attitude of prayer. Round the hips is an elaborate 
baudric buckled on the right side, one end being brought 
over the belt and allowed to hang down, the other finishing 
in a misericord slung across the body, and further attached 
to the centre of the baudric by two little straps; the 
sword also is hung from the baudric, being placed close to 
the left side. The legs are cased in plate hinged at the sides, 
the knees protected by steel cops, and attached to the 
ankles are large spurs. Round the neck is worn a collar of 
esses with pendant now abrased. The hands, feet and 
face (which had a moustache) are much broken and 
defaced. The total length of this effigy is six feet five 
inches. The lady's head also rests upon two cushions and 
her feet repose upon a pet dog with large ears. The 
head-dress is fairly plain and square in shape; the collar of 
the mantle is high and stiff and round it is placed a collar 
of esses. The mantle falls from the shoulders upon the 
bent arms, finishing about two-thirds of the way down the 
figure, the forearms showing tightly buttoned sleeves; the 
hands are clasped in prayer. The inner dress is pleated 
in straight folds and is caught in at the waist by a broad 
belt. The effigy is six feet in length; the hands, feet,, 
face and pendant are abrased. These effigies are coarsely 
worked and seem to be local imitations of the alabaster 
format, earlier fashions lingering, as in the cushions be 
neath the knight's head. The date may be placed 
somewhere about 1430. Earwaker suggests that they 
represent either Sir Ralph Staveley, living in 1405, or Sir 
John Lovell, who died in 1408, his wife dying in 1423.

It would be as well if we mentioned at this point the 
vanished tombs of the Troutbecks, once the glory of 
St. Mary's church in Chester, but allowed to perish 
through neglecting the building. There is a fairly full
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description of them in the Harleian MS. 2151, f. 15, dated 
1578, as follows:

At the side of the south wall of the said chapell under the high- 
most window is this monument cut in alabaster, with these coats 
on the side of it. A man, all in armour save the head, with his 
sword by his side and a collar of SSS about his neck. He is 
holding of his wife by the hand, she being in a red gown being 
furred with ermine, her head tyre richly attyred, two angells 
supporting her cushions under her head, and at her feet a lamb. 
At his feet a lion couchant; under his head an helmet mantled 
with the crest, being a Moors head, the wreath composed of 
Trout fishes, the head of one over the tail of the other before it. 
Between every escochion (round the tomb) is a saint carved, 
very curiously wrought.

In the middle of this said chappell is an other faire tomb, which 
is very curiously wrought that for finenesse of the worke it did 
exceed anv tomb or monument of that nature, as any that our 
English churches can produce. Thus by one described before 
it was ruinated by the fall of the roofes and arch of the church 
chancell and this chappell. It was a faire tomb of one of ye 
Troutbecks, the men all in rich armour with a rich border of 
pearle and stones about his head, on the helmett and on the front 
of his helmett; over his forehead is engraved J ES V NA7.ERENVS 
REX; all the plate and edges of his armour curiously wrought 
.as it were imbrothery, with a collar of SSS about his neck holding 
one gauntlett in his .... hand and the wife's hand in the other. 
Under his feet a lion couchant, under his head an helmett mantled, 
haveing on it a wreath of trouts and a moor's head proper. She 
hath her head richly attired with a vale over her head, white 
with a blew gown and a short cercote of black; with rings on her 
ringers; at her feet a lamb and two angells supporting the cushions 
under her head. There was writtings about the top edges of both 
these monuments, but they were wholly decayed and worn away.

The description fills one with a deep regret that so much 
of beauty and splendour should have been wantonly 
thrown away by the supposed guardians of our heritage. 
A tomb similar to the second here described, and nearly 
suffering a like fate, lies in the church of Elford, Staffs 
We may include it here for two reasons, for it commemo 
rates two members of a Cheshire family, the Ardernes of
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Aldford, Etchells and Alderley, and it illustrates the 
type of tomb which Handle Holme described. We owe 
the preservation of this magnificent tomb to the fact that 
when at some previous time it had been dismantled, the 
pieces were turned upside down and used as paving slabs 
in the church. These were discovered at the time of the 
rebuilding of the church, and fortunately fell into the 
hands of right-minded people, who called in Richardson, 
the sculptor, who carefully repaired and refitted the 
tomb (27). The work dates about 1390 and comes from 
the Chellaston quarry centre. The angel weepers sur 
rounding the sides of the chest alternate with relatives. 
They hold shields with both hands and are peculiar to this 
particular quarry, being one of the first examples of their 
style we possess. The knight holds the lady by the hand 
as described in the destroyed Troutbeck effigies. Every 
detail of the tomb deserves the most careful atteniton, 
and, although perhaps over restored, this has been done 
with so much sympathy and knowledge that we willingly 
forgive the fault. The armour and costume are similar to 
several effigies we have already described and therefore 
need not detain us. The tomb commemorates Sir Thomas 
Arderne, illegitimate son of Sir John Arderne and Ellen 
Wastneys his third wife, born before marriage; he died 
in 1391. He proceeded with the Black Prince to Spain 
and was also at Poictiers.

The next effigies in point of date lie in Cheadle church 
(28, 29), being separated from each other about the space 
of ten years, 1460 and 1470. They represent Sir John 
Hondford of Hondford, knt., born 1391, who served in the 
French wars, and was there knighted; he died in 1461. 
The second is also a John Hondford, of age in 1441, who 
died in 1475. Between 1435 and 1500 English armour 
attained its maximum of proficiency, being marvellously 
flexible, made of excellent quality of steel, combining 
lightness with great strength. Between the dates of the
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two effigies the fashion had come in of representing the 
knight bare-headed. The earlier effigy wears a bascinct 
combined with the chin and cheek plates. Below the 
waist is a laminated skirt of steel, augmented by the 
addition of tassets. Even at this late date both effigies 
are shown wearing the baudric, though now only used for 
the dagger not the sword. The plate over the fore-legs is 
in two pieces, one sliding over the other for ease in 
walking, and the knee cops have large steel flaps to protect 
the inner joint. Both effigies wear collars of esses, and 
the bareheaded knight wears his hair short. Neither 
effigy reposes upon its original altar tomb, both being now 
placed upon a modern built-up base.

An effigy at Macclesfield shows the same characteristics 
as the later figure at Cheadle, but is a little more advanced 
(30). The hair is becoming longer, but the baudric is 
retained and the misericord or dagger is attached to it. 
The breastplate is fitted to the body with extra plates 
springing from the waist; the back plate is in several 
pieces, the lower one sliding over the upper, being made 
flexible by straps. The shoulder pieces are becoming 
fin-like in character, and the laminated waist pieces are 
strapped together by leather straps and buckles, as are the 
tassets. The figure wears the collar of esses, and the edges 
of the armour are finely engraved; the misericord is 
attached to the baudric by means of a chain. This 
figure represents either John Savage of Clifton, who died 
in 1463; or Sir John Savage, junior, knt., who had charge 
of the left wing at the battle of Bosworth in 1485, and was 
slam at Boulogne in France, 1492, during the lifetime of 
his father. The known date of the death of a knight does 
not necessarily date the effiigy, nor yet the style of 
armour, for many tombs were erected during the lifetime 
of the person represented, and also the alabaster centres 
disposed of old shop stock at a cheaper rate, a few of these
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having being traced. The armour of this effigy dates 
.about 1470.

An effigy of about the same date lies under a canopy in 
the chancel of the same church, and is supposed to 
represent a Downes of Shrigley (31). This figure is in a 
good state of preservation, and depicts the armour of the 
period with great accuracy. The baudric has disappeared, 
the sword being hung from a narrow belt lying diagonally 
across the hips. The tassets are of a larger size, two large 
ones in front and two smaller ones behind. The left or 
bridle arm is guarded by extra pieces of plate, which now 
take the place of the shield. The elbow and knee cops are 
still increasing in size and are fastened to the dress be 
neath by points, which are tied outside.

The next of the series, also from Macclesfield, represents
Sir John Savage of Clifton, knt., 1477 (32)- He married
Katherine, daughter of Sir Thomas Stanley, by whom he
had issue, Thomas, who became bishop of Rochester,
1492, archbishop of York, 1501, and who died 1508. He
built the Savage chapel on the south side of the church at
Macclesfield. The alabaster tomb to Sir John, who died
Nov. 22, 1495, is in almost a complete state. At Barthom-
ley we noticed two weepers under a single canopy; here
the canopy has disappeared and we have kneeling weepers
in pairs holding a shield between them in the York manner
to be seen on the Hilton tombs at Swine, E.R. Yorks.
There, however, the weepers are angels, whereas here the
figures are not angels but are dressed in mantles fastened
by a belt, with a pouch or purse attached, their heads
being uncovered. There are three pairs on the north side,
the east end is plain, the south side built against the wall,
and the west end has two pairs, between which is a kneeling
knight. Upon the tomb the knight lies holding his lady's
hand, as in the missing Troutbeck effigies. The knight's
armour calls for no further remark, excepting that the
neck is protected by a standard of mail, and that he wears
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a beautiful collar of suns and roses; his feet rest upon a 
dog. The lady is dressed in a coat-hardy with a flowing 
mantle and her head rests upon tasselled cushions with 
attendant angels. She wears an elaborate necklace, also 
composed of suns and roses, and her head-dress is of 
extravagant proportions, acutely pointed above her head. 
The caul is enriched with delicate needlework designed in 
partitions, each enclosing the monogram IHS.

It would be well to mention here two other beautiful 
alabaster tombs which were destroyed at Wybunbury 
during the numerous demolitions and rebuildings this 
church has undergone. It was first demolished in 1595, 
again in 1790, and twice, I believe, in the nineteenth 
century, the last time being 1893. During the first two 
rebuildings many tombs and monuments were destroyed, 
especially in 1790. The finest was to Sir John Delves, 
knt., of Doddington, slain at the battle of Tewkesbury, 
May 4th, 1471, who married Elen, daughter of Ralph 
Egerton of Wrine Hill; and Sir John, son of the above 
knt., beheaded after the battle of Tewkesbury, who 
married Elizabeth, sister and heiress of John Babington 
of Childwell. Randle Holme's description of the tomb is 
given below in Appendix A, with some further notes.

SIXTEENTH CENTURY.
The next effigy at Macclesfield is to Sir John Savage of 

Clifton, knt. He was knighted in 1497, and was sheriff of 
Worcester for 24 years. He married Anne daughter and 
heir of Rafe Bostock of Bostock, by whom he had eight 
children, and died in 1527. The armour follows the 
preceding style, growing rounder and heavier. The head 
is bare, with the hair worn long, and the neck is protected 
by a standard of mail. (33) The breast-plate is again 
growing globular, and the shoulder plates are less in size, 
being turned up at the neck as pike guards. The apron 
of mail shows below the skirt.
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A fine alabaster tomb at Malpas is of the same date, 
(34) The sides are decorated with weepers alternating 
with angels holding shields, who are placed under double 
canopies. The weeper of a priest calls for particular 
notice, as does that of a knight showing in an accentuated 
form the turning up of the shoulder pieces to form pike 
guards. The inscription running round the edge of the 
tomb is cut in alabaster, which is unusual. The knight's 
head reposes on his helm, the mantling being dagged to 
represent the results of battle, and the crest or badge is 
the Brereton muzzled-bear's head. The knight's head is 
bare and the hair worn long; the armour as before; the 
hands also are bare. The lady's head rests upon two 
cushions with attendant angels, her head-dress consisting 
of a diamond-shaped cap, usually of velvet, supported 
upon wires having frontlets hanging down each side of the 
face, being worn without a veil. She has three chains 
about her neck. These effigies represent Sir Randle 
Brereton of Ipstones, Shocklach, and Malpas, knt., 
chamberlain of Chester, knight banneret, and knight to the 
body of Henry VII. He married Eleanor, daughter of 
Piers Button of Hatton. He was made knight banneret 
as a reward for his conduct at Terouenne and Tournay. 
His younger son Sir William was foully done to death by 
Henry VIII, being made the scapegoat in order that the 
king might rid himself of his wife Anne.

At Macclesfield on the south side of the church is the 
chantry chapel erected by Thomas Savage, archbishop of 
York 1501 to 1507, with the intention of founding a college, 
and where his heart was afterwards buried. When the 
old church was destroyed in 1740 this chapel was for 
tunately spared and is now the receptacle of many 
memorials of the Savages. The south wall is divided into 
three canopied recessed tombs of differing width, that on 
the west being the narrowest and that to the east the 
widest. The recesses have Tudor depressed arches





34. MALPAS: SIR RANDLE AND LADY BRERETON,





3-j. MALPAS: FROM THE TOMB OF SIR HANDLE BREKETON.
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finishing above in crocketed gables. The fronts of the 
tombs are decorated with ornamental penciling, above 
which runs a narrow band of enrichment. Within the 
panels of the western tomb are shields now defaced; the 
centre tomb has angels holding shields, and the eastern 
tomb was of similar form until the alabaster tomb of Sir 
John Savage supplanted it with its taller tomb and higher 
recess, the original front being re-used as an ornamental 
setting placed behind the effigies. The whole of this 
original work is executed in red sandstone, the building 
material of the chapel. The front of the alabaster tomb 
(35) is 8 ft., 3 ins. in length and 3 ft. 7 ins. in height, 
and is divided into seven panels. The central, being 
the largest, contains a shield supported by two angels, 
the panels on the left containing three ladies, those 
on the right three knights, all relatives of the deceased. 
On the tomb repose the effigies of Sir John Savage, knt., 
and his wife lady Elizabeth Somerset, 1528, and they 
mark almost the last phase of mediaeval alabaster 
tomb-working in England. The armour of the knight is 
growing clumsy, and the feet are encased in broad square- 
toed shoes of extravagant size. There is a touch of 
interest in the little lion upon which the feet of the knight 
rest, with his lively gesture, looking up and licking his 
nose. The lady wears the diamond-shaped head-dress of 
velvet supported upon wires, sometimes called a hutch.

At Barthomley there is an effigy tomb in alabaster of 
low proportions, to a priest, which has evidently been 
moved from its original position and carelessly handled. 
The sides are decorated with panelling divided by twisted 
balusters, denoting the approach of the Rennaissance; 
within the panels are shields, once blazoned with the arms 
of the family. The figure of the priest is well modelled, 
the hands being folded in prayer; the effigy represents 
Robert Fouleshurst, rector of Barthomley (36). He was 
presented in 1475, on the resignation of Thomas Smith,
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and he died in 1529. Another effigy to a priest in sand 
stone lies at Wilmslow, and at the present time rests upon 
a high tomb built up of sandstone blocks. (37) His head 
reposes upon a bible, his hands being folded in prayer; 
this effigy represents Henry Trafford, D.D., youngest son 
of Sir Edmund Trafford, knt., by his wife Margaret, 
daughter of Sir John Savage. This Henry Trafford built 
the chancel of the parish church at Wilmslow (now 
destroyed) and glazed a number of windows in the church 
in the year 1522; he died in 1537.

Built originally into the wall of the old church at 
Macclesfield, but at the present time lying on an un 
occupied canopied tomb in the Savage chapel, is the effigy 
of a civilian. (38) It is one of those strange types in 
which the head and shoulders occupy an oblong recess and 
the feet another, the centre part being left as a piece of 
plain walling. There are at least three examples of this 
type in Lichfield cathedral, a fourth at Elford, to a civilian 
William Staunton of Elford, and a fifth one in alabaster to 
a priest at Standon, all five effigies being in Staffordshire. 
The example at Macclesfield is in excellent preservation, 
excepting for the fact that it has been coated over with 
paint of a slatey black colour. The carving and pro 
portions are good, the total length of the effigy measuring 
6 ft. 2 ins. The head rests upon a cushion with corner 
tassels, and is half turned, not lying straight upon the 
back. The face is clean shaven and the hair worn long, 
the hands being clasped in prayer. The figure wears a 
long cloak or gown extending to the ankles, with a hood; 
the sleeves are full and gathered at the wrists; the shoes 
have square toes, being braided at the seams; the feet 
rest upon a small horned ram. Randle Holme states that 
it commemorated a member of the Liversidge family. 
The date may be placed between 1475 and 1525.

In Wilmslow church, in the north wall of the north 
quire aisle, are two ogee canopied recesses, containing red



28. CHEADLE: SIR JOHN HANDFORD, 1460. 
33. MACCLESFIELD: SIR JOHN SAVAGE, 1527,



25- OVER FEOVER: RANDLE MAINWARING, 1456. 
30. MACCLESFIELD: SIR JOHN SAVAGE, ABOUT 1470.
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sandstone tombs and effigies. The sides of the tombs 
have been decorated with canopied niches containing 
shields now much defaced. (39, 40) The effigies represent 
Humphrey Newton of Newton, born October 3rd, 1466, 
who died at Pownall, March 22nd, 1536; and his wife 
Ellen, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Fitton, 
married at Hanley, April yth, 1490; she died May 3rd, 
1536. Sir Humphrey is represented with long hair, his 
head resting upon three tuns, a punning rebus on his name. 
His hands are clasped in prayer and he wears a long 
flowing tunic extending to his ankles, lined with fur and 
buttoned close up to his chin. His wife is dressed in 
widow's weeds, a close-sleeved garment being worn over 
the kirtle, together with a veiled headdress, a pleated 
barbe covering the shoulders like a cape.

BRASSES.
But few effigial brasses in the county have survived the 

vicissitudes of pillage, robbery and superstition. The 
earliest, dated 1460, lies on the chancel floor in Wilmslow 
parish church. (41) The figures were originally placed 
under fine floriated canopies, only one of which survives, 
together with two coats of arms out of four, and but a 
small part of the band of inscription. The figures represent 
Sir Robert del Booth and his wife Dulcia. The inscription 
ran as follows: " Here lies the body of Sir Robert del 
Booth, knt., formerly lord of Bolyn, Thornton, and 
Dunham, who died on the feast of St. Edith the Virgin, 
Sept. i6th, in the year of our Lord, 1460; and the body of 
Dulcia, who died on the morrow of the feast of St. Tecla 
the Virgin, Sept. 23rd, in the year of our Lord, 1453." 
The wife was daughter of Sir William Venables, knt., of 
Bolyn. The type of armour worn by the knight has 
already been fully described, except for the position of the 
sword, which is shown immediately in front of the body, a 
peculiarity of brasses of this time.
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A much worn brass about 1460, to a lawyer, is at 
present nailed to a pier in St. Peter's church, Chester. (42) 
Nothing is known as to the person it represents, but it has 
been pronounced a rare type of the time of Henry V. 
The figure is dressed in a long plain robe reaching to the 
ankles, with a fringe of fur upon the skirts and sleeves; 
on his head is a large cap with a turned up edging also of 
fur.

The brass next in date is at Macclesheld and is now in 
an incomplete state. (43) It commemorates Roger Leigh 
of Riclge, who died Nov. 1506; he was married in 1489 to 
Elizabeth, daughter of John ? Sutton. In 1809 the brass 
appeared to be in a complete state. The missing parts are 

. the lady and seven daughters on the right hand side, 
together with two shields above the figures. It is wonder 
ful that this so-called superstitious brass should have 
survived the zeal of the reformers. The centre piece 
depicts the Mass of St. Gregory, and the inscription 
beneath records: " The pardon for saying of a paternoster 
and aves and a creed, is twenty-six thousand years and 
twenty-six days." The Mass of St. Gergory is interesting, 
and exists in a mutilated condition on the retable above 
the altar in the chantry chapel of bishop Oldham, in 
Exeter cathedral, and on the Kirkham chantry screen at 
Paignton, both in Devon. The Pope (St. Gregory) is 
depicted in eucharistic vestments before an altar, where, 
praying that he might have a visible sign of the transub- 
stantiation of the elements, he was permitted to see the 
body of our Lord rising from the consecrated bread.

A brass dated 1513 lies on the floor in Wybunbury 
church, and represents Rafe Delves, esq., and Katherine 
his wife. (44) The armour of the esquire well shows the 
pike-guards on the shoulders, the apron of mail divided in 
front, and the feet encased in square-toed shoes of 
enormous size. The head rests on a helm decorated with 
the badge of the family, a demi-heronwith wings displayed.
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The lady's head-dress is of the pedimental or hutched 
type. Rai'e was the younger son of Sir John, who was 
slain at the battle of Tewkesbury, 1471, and whose ala 
baster tomb has been destroyed.

An interesting brass at Winwick, Lanes., dated 1527, 
represents a member of a Cheshire family, and may be 
included in our short series of brasses. It depicts a 
knight and priest combined, with a lady at his side. This 
memorial is to Sir Piers Leigh of Lyme, and his wife Ellen, 
daughter of Sir John Savage. After a fighting life, Sir 
Piers on the death of his wife entered holy orders in his old 
age, becoming a priest, and dying at the age of 72. He is 
habited in armour, over which is placed a vestment. 
The lady's costume calls for no remark beyond the fact 
that she wears a small pomander box hung at the end of 
the girdle strap.

The last brass is at Over, to Hugh Starky, esq., of 
Oulton, who died in 1577, but whose brass and tomb were 
erected before the suppression and during his lifetime; the 
date of his death was never filled in. He was gentleman 
usher to Henry VIII, and rebuilt Over church in 1543. 
He had a natural son Oliver, knight of Malta, and after 
wards Grand Prior of the Order. The armour calls for 
no further remark. (45).

OTHER EFFIGIES.
The alabaster centres were not content to allow the 

fashion for flat memorials to interfere with their trade, 
and they made flat alabaster slabs with incised effigies 
filled in with pitch to supply this want. Many of these 
memorials can yet be seen on the floors of the Cheshire, 
Derbyshire and Staffordshire churches, but our county 
does not possess above one of Pre-reformation date, this 
being at Prestbury to Robert Downes and his wife, 
together with his father and mother, dated 1495. (46) 
It imitates the format of brass engraving but in a much



32 Medieval Monumental Effigies

clumsier way. Indeed many of these incised slabs are 
very poor in design and execution. The knight and the 
lady are represented with two shields between them; the 
inscription above their heads is placed upside down for 
convenience when reading it from the head of the tomb. 
Another slab, bearing a cross-fleury in place of a figure, 
also at Prestbury and of mediseval date, is a memorial to 
Reginald Legh of Mottram St. Andrew, who died at a 
great age in 1482 (47). A third slab from the same 
church is to Sir Edward Warren of Poynton, who died 
1558; he is represented in a complete suit of armour with 
hands and head bare, the latter reposing upon a helm. (48) 
Finally at Higher Peover is a slab to Sir John Mainwaring, 
knighted, in France, 1513, who married Katherine Hond- 
ford of Hondford by whom he had 15 children; he died in 
1515, aged 45. The slab not being executed until 1586, 
the engraving partakes of the characteristics of the 
Elizabethan age. (49).

We have reviewed nearly fifty effigies in the county, and 
leaving out those which are much decayed we may divide 
them into 20 knights, eight ladies, four priests and two 
civilians. They are found in the following churches:  
Macclesticld, eight; Over Peover, four; Chester, St. 
John, three; Wilmslow, three; Malpas, two; Mottram- 
in-Longdendale, two; Barthomley, two; Cheadle, two; 
Acton, near Nantwich, one; Bowdon, one; Bunbury, 
one; Chester, Holy Trinity, one; Farndon, one; Grap- 
penhall, one; Rostherne, one; Stockport, one. The 
families of Savage and Mainwaring contribute the greatest 
single numbers of the families of Cheshire.

There follow two Appendices, the first (A) giving 
particulars of effigies and effigial brasses and slabs missing 
since the notes made by the various Randle Holmes; and 
the second (B) dealing with various matters relating to the 
effigies reviewed, and the persons commemorated. These 
notes are numbered to tally with the numbers placed in.



47. PKESTHUKY: RROINALD LF.GH, 1482.
48. PKESTBUKY: SIR EDWAKD WARREN OF POYNTON, 1558.
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the text against each effigy, the same number being used 
for the illustrations.

My thanks are due to Mr. J. G. Mann, of the Depart 
ment of Fine Art, ihe Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, for 
searching the MSS. of Ashmole and Dugdale, and for 
obtaining for me the prints of the drawings made by 
Dugdale of the destroyed tomb at Wybunbury.

APPENDIX A.

Effigies and brasses which have disappeared since the times of the 
Handle Holmes.

ALDERLEY. Sir Peter Ardcrne and wife Christiana, who died 
in the reign of Edward III., was there when Handle Holme 
visited the church after the civil war; Lysons ' Cheshire, p. 483.

BOWDON. In Sir George Booth's chapel on a faire stone of 
marble with brasse about it, the picture of a man and 
woman engraven in brasse, with their children as followeth. 
Inscription : Of your charity pray for the soules of George 
Bouthe, esq., and Elizab. his wife, dau. of sir Tho. Butler 
of Bewsey, kt. which Geo. and Eliz. had togather, at ye 
tyme of the death of ye s'd Geo. three sones, Geo. Jo. 
and Rob't, and 7 daugh. Ellen, Anne, Marg't, Eliz., Dorothy, 
Cicely, and Alice, which Geo. dyed 25th Octob. 1531, and 
lyeth under this stone. On whose soules Jesu have marcy. 
Amen. Harl. MS. 2151, p. 33; together with the following 
drawing: Two recumbent figures with clasped hands; the male 
figure in plate armour. Under his feet six kneeling infants, 
and seven under those of his wife; in throe angles of the tomb, 
the arms of Mascy of Dunham, quartering the Booth quartering^, 
and the fourth those of Butler, baron of Warrington. Helsby's 
Ormerod, vol i, p. 517.

Upon an alabaster stone in the same chappell, this monument, 
engraven w'th the inscription about the stone: Hie jacet Will. 
Bouthe miles, et Margareta et Helena uxores ejus, qui quidem 
Will, obiit nono die mensis Novemb. anno D'ni millesimo 
CCCCC D XIX0 quorum animabus prop'cietur Deus. Amen. 
Harl. MS. 2151, p.33; together with the following drawing:  
In the centre, a knight in plate armour, recumbent, his head 
resting on a helmet, the crest of which is a lion passant: on 
each side a recumbent female. Over his head the coat of 
Mascy of Dunham. Over the dexter lady, Argent an eagle

D
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displayed Azure, and at her feet four children; over the 
sinister lady the coat of Fitton, and at her feet ten children. 
Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, p. 517.

BUNBURY. Tomb of Hugh Calveley and Christiana his wife, 1415. 
Tomb of Sir Ralph Egerton, knt. and Margaret his wife, 1528. 
Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
for the year 1917: "The Monuments at Bunbury church, 
Cheshire," by J. Paul Rylands, F.S.A., and F.C. Beazlcy, F.S.A., 
pp. 106 to 120, with reproductions of the Holmes' drawings 
of both tombs, and particulars gathered from Erdeswicke, Harl. 
MS. 2151, Dingley, etc.

CHESTER, HOLY TRINITY. In the body of the church is an ancient 
grave-stone of marble, with a fair picture of himself, and his wife, 
with a border of all brass; so much of the inscription as rernain- 
eth being thus: Hie jacet Thomas Wooton quondam Vintarius 
ac Maior Civitatis Cestr. qui obiit Dec. et Cecilia uxor ejus. 
King's Vale Royal, p. 47.

CHESTER, SAINT MARY IN CASTRO. In the south-side of the said 
church lieth buried the ancestor of a worshipful family of the 
Birkenheads, his stone having his and his wife's pictures well 
cut in brass, and this inscription: Hie jacent Adam Birkenhead 
generosus et Alicia uxor ejus: qui quidem Adam dum vixit 
fuit protonotarius et clericus corone Domini Regis Cestr. et 
Flint, et clericus corone Domini Regis apud Lancastr', et 
receptor comitis Derby clomorum suarum de Hawraldyn et in 
Ymmersh. Obiit 19. die mensis Augusti, Anno Dom. 1516. 
Quorum, etc.

Upon the south side of the chancel of this church standeth 
a fair chappel, which is reported to be there erected by 
the ancestors of a great and worshipful race of the Troutbecks,
 of great reputation in this county of Chester, and of whose 
lands many of the gentlemen of the shire have now no 
small portion, though the chiefest of the same are now in the 
possession of the right honorable the earl of Shrewsbury. 
In this chappel are the bodies of some of them, and by all 
likelihood the founders of the chappel lye in a fair vault in the 
middest of the chappel, and for two of them two very fair 
tombs of alabaster, the one over the said vault, the other by the
 wall on the south side, at the upper end of the chappel, with the 
statues of them both, and their wives, upon the said severall 
tombs artifically pourttrayed, whereof one of them is for Sr. 
Henry [sic] Troutbeck himself in his compleat armour, and his 
lady lying on his left hand, his head upon the bulk of a Moors
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head: and body neatly wrought with a Wreath of Trouts 
round about it; and the other is for Sir Adam Troutbeck and 
his lady, which shcweth that she was a countesse, her statue 
lying upon his right hand, and her collar of SS. finely adorning 
her bare neck, his head supported like the others, and many 
escuchions of their arms, were fairly engraven about both of 
their said tombs, which might shew all their marriages and 
descents, but that the same by length of time are grown so 
dimme, as they cannot be well discerned. King's Vale Roval. 
43; dated 1656.

The earlier description, from Had. MS. 2151, has been printed 
above in the text.

Earwaker states that the middle tomb mentioned by Holme 
was to the memory of William Troutbeck, Esq., who died in 
1436, and Joan his wife, who built the chapel and endowed the 
chantry; while the other, on the south side,commemorated his 
grandson, Sir William Troutbeck, Knt., who died in 1459, 
and Dame Margaret (Stanley) his wife. See Earwaker's Si. 
Mary on the Hill, p. 36-8.

ECCLESTON. On a grave-stone by the altar, the recumbent 
figure of a man in plate armour, the inscription mutilated, 
........" who died the zyth day of August, A.D. 1548."
Harl. MS. 2151, f. 63, quoted in Helsby's Ormerod, vol. ii. 
p. 828.

FARNDON. At the middle of the seventeenth century, three very 
ancient monuments existed in this church. The first represen 
ted a knight in mail armour, recumbent, his head resting on a 
lozenge-formed cushion and his feet on a dog, his helmet 
conical, and the shield emblazoned, a bend cotised, and circum 
scribed with the words " Hie jacet Patricius de Bartun. Ora 
pro eo," which identify him with the neighbouring family of 
Barton of Barton. The second monument consisted of a 
similar recumbent figure, except that the head was bare, and 
rested on a conical helmet. The shield was emblazoned with 
a lion rampant sinister, circumscribed in longobardic char 
acters: Hie jacet Madocus ..... daur. The third was cut
on a flat stone; the arms a lion rampant. Harl. MS. 2151.

During some late repairs of the church, the workmen of the 
impropriator discovered these figures carefully interred near 
the east end of the church. They were formed of white stone, 
differing materially from the stone of the country, and two 
were instantly ground down and sold for white sand. The 
first escaped uninjured and is now reared up in the tower. 
Helsby's Ormerod, vol. ii, p. 745.
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HOLMES CHAPEL. On an altar tomb, a recumbent figure in 
armour; round the edge of the slab: Robertus de Nedham, 
arm. obiit 1448. On a slab, two figures inlaid in brass; at 
their feet: Hie jacent corpora Robert! de Nedham, qui 
obiit die Sabbati in festo Sancti Edwardi 1431, et Thomae de 
Nedham,. quondam fratris predict! Robert! ..... qui obiit 
die dominica .... 1463. On another slab, a recumbent figure 
in a gown, inlaid in brass, and round the edge this inscription: 
Hie jacet corpus Joh'is Nedeham miles, quondam sccundus 
justitiarius d'ni regis, ac nuper capitalis justitiarius com' 
palatini dicti d'ni regis Lancastr', ac olim capitalis justitiarius 
com' palatini ejusdem d'ni regis Cestrie, et nuper unus justi 
tiarius dicti d'ni regis ad assisas capiendas, qui obiit 25 die 
mensis Aprilis, a° D'ni 1480. Harl. MS. 2151, f. 95.

Robert de Nedeham of Craunache, gentilmon, collector of 
subsidies, 1417 and 1420, occurs 8 Hen. V, coroner of the hundred 
1427, occurs 7 Hen. VI, and 22 Hen. VI, ob. 1448; married 
Dorothy dau. of Sir John Savage, had issue Thomas, Robert and 
Sir John. Thomas de Nedeham of Cranache, son and heir, 
died 1463, married (i) Matilda dau. of Sir William Brereton, knt. 
secondly Elen. Thomas had issue William, Robert, and Agnes. 
Robert his brother died in 1431. Sir John de Nedeham of 
Shavington, knt., brother to the above, king's serjeant-at-law 
for the county, 18 Hen. VI., M.P. for London, and common 
serjeant of the city, 28 Hen. VI, vice-justice of Chester, 29, 30 
and 37 Hen. VI, justice of Chester i Edw. IV, married Margery 
grandmother of Isabel Bromley. Helsby's Ormerod, pedigree, 
vol. iii, p. 128.

MIDDLEWICH. The church underwent some restoration a few 
years ago. A mutilated recumbent figure, of stone, was 
discovered in the north wall, and is supposed to be of the 
reign of Edw. III. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. iii, p. 182.

An effigy of a monk was destroyed in 1809 by being cut up 
to make a mantelpiece.

MOBBERLEY. In this church was formerly a grave-stone with 
a brass figure, in armour, of William Harrison, esq., who died in 
1490; he is said to have been drowned in crossing the Mersey. 
Collections of Sir J. T. Stanley, bart., from deeds in the 
possession of L. Wright, esq.; Lysons' Cheshire, p. 696. 

MOTTRAM IN LONGDENDALE. Within the altar railings is an old 
stone slab, on which was formerly the incised effigy of one of 
the rectors, with an inscription running round the sides. 
Notes taken in 1662 (Harl. MS. 2151), with a rough drawing.
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The priest is depicted in full vestments, his head resting upon 
a square cushion, on one side a Bible, on the other an hour 
glass. The inscription, restored from church notes taken in 
1633, is as follows: His jacet Magister Johannes Pyckton 
quondam rector istius ecclesie qui feliciter obiit anno d'ni 1 
niill'imo ccccc xvii; Cujus anime propicietur Deus. Amen. 
Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. ii., p. 120.

The church notes of Mottram taken in 1662 show the tomb 
as of altar form with an alabaster top; which it certainly is, 
not stone as stated by Earwaker.

NANTWICH. At the north end of the church was a brass represen 
ting a knight in armour; his feet resting on a greyhound, and 
on either side of his head shields charged with a griffin segreant. 
Round the sides of the brass, commencing at the feet, was 
this inscription: Hie jacet [corpus] Joh'is Griffin militis qui 
obiit die lune prox. post festum sci. Michis. archi. anno dni. 
M°. CCC 3 . L°. XXXX° cui' anime propitietur deus. Amen. 
Harl. MS. 2151, p. 80; Hall's Nantwich, p. 287.

The tomb of Sir David Cradock originally stood in the south 
transept, and was an altar tomb of red sandstone, the sides 
being ornamented with shields included in quatrefoils. On the 
top was the recumbent figure of a knight in alabaster, habited 
in plate armour with conical helmet and gorget of mail; his 
hands clasped on his breast and a sword at his side. The 
feet rested on a lion, and the head reposed on the crest, which 
was the head of a lamb. It was irretrievably damaged during the 
Civil War, and all that now remains is a fragment of the torso 
of the figure. J. Hall's Nantwich, p. 287.

There are further notes on this tomb, with an engraving, in 
the Gentleman's Magazine for 1805, vol. ii, p. 706. See also 
Samuel Derrick's Letters, vi, i, p. 9; and Randle Wilbraham's 
MSS. of Pennant's Tour, p. 32 (edited 1782).

OVER. An altar tomb before the steps of the chancel contains 
the father of Hugh Starky, who rebuilt Over church, and his 
mother Margaret Egerton. The inscription, preserved by 
Cole, is as follows: Hie jacent corpora Hugonis Starky de 
Olton arm'i, et Margaretae uxoris ejus. There were two 
figures carved on brasses; and part of the Egertons' coat in the 
impalement remaining. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. ii, p. 185.

Hugh Starky of Oulton, esq., son and heir, setat. 21 an. 18 
Edw. IV., will July 3, 1526; buried at Over. Married Margaret, 
dau. to Philip Egerton of Egerton, esq., will July ii, 1526; 
buried at Over. She bequeathed 20 shillings to Budworth
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stepull and 20 shillings bying of the belles to ye said stepull. 
Hugh also left v. li. towards byyng off belles to Budworth 
church. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. ii, p. 188; also Lanes, and 
Ches. Wills (Chetham Soc. Publications).

SANDBACH. On a blue stone in the chancel, three mutilated 
brass figures within shrine-work. In the middle of the chancel 
a. stone with this inscription: Hie jacet Ricardus Quelot 
armiger, qui obiit 27 die mensis Decemb. anno D'ni 1439. 
Et d'na Elinora Vernon uxor ejus que obiit anno D'ni 1400, 
ac Thome Quelot films eorundem Ric. et Elinore, qui obiit 
ultimo die mensis ..... et anno D'ni 1439. Quorum 
animabus propicietur Deus.

Vive Dco gratus, toti mundo tumulatus, 
Crimine mundatus, semper transire paratus. 
Non melius poterit mala caro viva domari, 
Mortua qualis erit quam semper premeditari. 
Post hominem vermis, post vermem fetor et horror. 
Sic in non hominem vertitur omnis homo. 

Harl. MS. 2151; date 1596.
There was formerly a monument in this church for Richard 

Wheelock esq., Eleanor (Vernon) his wife, and Thomas their 
son; Eleanor died 1400, and their son in 1439. Lysons' 
Cheshire, p. 766.

WRENBURY. An alabaster stone, at the chancel door, with two 
recumbent figures, and part of an inscription, " Mainwaring 
de Ightfeld." Harl. MS. 2151.

WYBUNBURY. On an altar tomb, the sides of which were 
surrounded with armorial shields, this inscription: Hie jacet 
Johannes Delves, miles, et Elena uxor ejus, necnon Johannes 
Delves, armiger, filius et heres predict! Johannis; qui quidem 
Johannes miles obiit quarto die Maij anno Domini mhl'imo 
CCCC° LXXI°, quorum animabus propitietur Deus. Amen. 
Under the knight's head lieth his helmet, the crest upon it a 
stork's head and neck couped, on a wreath. At his feet lay 
a talbot, at his son's feet a greyhound couchant; at the lady's 
feet stood a hound, with collar of bells about his neck, and 
somewhat beneath the knight's feet [was] graven a dolphin. 
Harl. MS. 2151,!. in A.

Many ancient monuments, particularly some of the family of 
Delves, were destroyed when the body of the church was rebuilt 
in 1595, and others upon a similar occasion in 1790; among 
the latter was the monument of Sir John Delves, who was 
slain in the battle of Tewkesbury in 1471, and his eldest son.
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WVBUNBURY: THE DESTROYED DELVES TOMK, 1470. 
(From a. drawing by Dugdaie in the Bodleian Library, Oxford,)
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WYRUNBURY: THE DESTROYED DELVES TOMB. 1470. 
(From a drawing by Dugdale in the Bodleian Library, Oxford.)



\

remaining in Cheshire. 41

" who was beheaded after the battle; this monument is described 
by Mr. Pennant in his Journey from Chester to London; 
there is a sketch of the upper stone with figures of Sir John 
Delves, his lady, and his son, in a volume of church notes 
taken, by Ashmole, and preserved among his MSS. at Oxford 
(854, p. 343); in his time the sides of this monument, ornamen 
ted with figures, were in the bailiff's chamber at Doddington; 
the upper stone remained in Wybunbury church. There is a 
sketch in the same volume of portraits of one of the Delves 
family, and his lady, taken from a window in the church. 
Lysons' Cheshire, p. 825.

The most ancient tomb is a large altar-tomb of alabaster, 
with the figures of a father, and son, and lady, engraven on the 
stone; at the feet of each is a dog, and beneath a dolphin, 
on the front of the tomb several figures, their progeny. The 
persons represented are Sir John Delves, his son John, and 
his wife Ellen, dau. of Ralph Egerton of Wrinehill. Ralph 
the second son of Sir John, and his wife Catherine, are re 
presented on a tomb by two brass plates. The inscription 
imports that he died the nth of March 1513. Pennant's 
Journey from Chester to London, p. 39.

John Delves was sheriff of the county of Stafford, 1455, and 
warden of the mint within the Tower of London. Firm in his 
adherence to the house of Lancaster he was declared traitor 
1470-1, and lost his life at Tewkesbury. His eldest son, being 
with his father, was taken prisoner and beheaded. He fled 
to Tewkesbury Abbey for safety and by a false pardon was 
fetched out and died. They were both buried first in the abbey, 
afterwards at Wybunbury. Randle Delves of Dodington, esq., 
heir to his brother, obiit March 2, buried at Wybunbury 1513; 
married Katherine Touchet ? Helsby's Ormerod, vol. iii, 
P- 523-

APPENDIX B.

Particulars and data relating to existing effigies already mentioned.
i. ST. JOHN, CHESTER. fn the chancel of the same church, close 

to the north wall, lies the mutilated effigy of a crusader; it 
has been said that the arms of Carrington were on the shield, 
but they are not now to be discovered. Lysons' Cheshire, p. 445.

 2. GRAPPENHALL. A stone figure of a warrior in chain armour, 
with a plain surcoat, recumbent, cross-legged, the hands 
folded in prayer; his sword on the right side, and on the left a
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lozenge-shaped shield, emblazoned with three mullets, pierced r 
on a fosse: Hie jacet Willelmus le Boydell, junior .... premer 
Septembr' anno 1572. Harl. MS. 2151, p. 78; Ormerod, vol. i,
P. 599-

For 1572 read 1372. The shield is not lozenge-shaped, the 
sword is on the left side, the surcoat is not plain but bears three 
mullets, the Boydell arms; correction by Messrs Beamont and 
Rylands. The effigy was restored by Warrington Wood at the 
expense of the churchwardens; see Ormerod as above.

3. ROSTHERNE. On the north side of the chancel is a slab set up 
against the wall on which is the recumbent effigy of a knight, 
..... the shield emblazoned with two bars. Helsby's- 
Ormerod, vol. i, p. 435.

It is most probable that this effigy was designed for Sir Hugh 
Venables, the brother of William, fourth baron of Kinderton, 
who died in the 44th year of Hen. Ill, and is described as of 
Rostherne, Eccleston, and Astbury. Lysons' Cheshire, p. 445.

4. BOWDON. In the body of the church, on the south side, there 
was a monument of Sir William Baguley. As it appeared to 
be in the way, it was taken out of the church, and for several 
years graced the grotto in a gentleman's garden at Partington. 
At a later period, through the instrumentality of T. W. Tatton, 
esq., of Wythenshawe, it ultimately found a resting place at 
Baguley Old Hall. Altrincham and Bowdon, by A. Ingham, p. 22. 

This appears to be the identical effigy which, some twenty 
years ago, was discovered by Dr. John Leigh of Manchester, 
and James Croston, esq., of Upton Hall, near Macclesfield, 
in a garden wall in Partington, where it had been for several 
generations, the proprietor's grandfather having purchased it 
from the parish clerk of Bowdon. Sir William Baggiley was 
lord of Baguley 13 Edw. II, 1319. Helsby's Ormerod, vol.
i, PP- 517, 55°-

5. FARNDON. Sec Appendix A, page 35. An engraving of the 
effigy is in Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, p. 264.

7. STOCKPORT. Richard de Vernon was presented Dec. 15, 1306 
His effigy was removed from Stockport parish church in 1872 
and taken to Poynton (now no longer there). Engraving of 
effigy in Earwaker, vol. i. p. 380. Mutilated inscription: Ici 
gist Richard Vernouna persoune cest Eglise.

8. CHESTER, ST. JOHN. The effigy of a lady, with the following 
inscribed in raised letters round the margin of the decayed 
stone: Hie: IA[CET]: AGNES: UXOR: Rtc'i: DE: RIDELEGH: 
SUE: OBIIT: DIE: SABBATI:-PROX'I: ANTE: FESTUM: PHILIPPI:
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ET: IACOBI: [A.D. MC]CC XL[VII]. Helsby's Ormcrocl, vol. i,
P. 323-

Here lies Agnes, wife of Richard do Kidlegh, who died on the 
Sabbath day [Saturday] next before the feast of Philip and 
James the Apostles, 1347. Rev. Cooper Scott's book on St. 
John's Church, p. 88.

10. ASTBURY YARD TOMBS. Webb in his Itinerary, speaking of 
these monuments in the year 1622, says that the escutcheons 
of these knights have bars which may, for ought can be known, 
be ascribed to the ancestors of the Breretons, Venables, or 
Mainwarings; and Camden speaks nearly to the same effect. 
Sir William Brereton soon afterwards caused the Brereton arms 
to be fixed up under the canopy with this inscription: Hie 
jacent Radulphus Brereton miles, et domina Ada uxor sua 
una filiarum Davidis comitis Huntingdon!. It is equally 
probable that they might be '. some of the Venables, since 
Newbold, a part of Astbury, was in 34 Hen. III. possessed by 
Richard Venables, whose descendants continued for several 
generations. Lysons' Cheshire, p. 447.

11. BOWDON. At the rebuilding of the church a stone bearing a 
recumbent knight, in armour, greatly worn, was found in 
the foundations of the nave pier. A. Ingham's Altnncham and 
Bowdon, p. 36.

12. ASTBURY. In the south angle of the south aisle chancel is 
an embattled tomb, upon which is a recumbent figure of a 
knight in plate armour, with gorget of mail and conical helmet, 
his surcoat emblazoned with the arms of Davenport a chevron 
between three cross crosslets fitchy. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. 
in, p. 30.

13. 14. MARTON. It is said by auncient people that they were 
Sir John Davenport and Vivian his sonne, who founded the 
chappell of Merton 17 Edw. III., and they lie buried there. 
Ob. 31 Edw. 111. Harl. MS. 2151, p. 54; Helsby's Ormerod, 
vol. iii, p. 726.

In the chapel yard are two monuments of Sir John Daven 
port of Davenport, who founded the chapel, and his son Sir 
Urian, with their effigies, now much mutilated; under each of 
their heads is the crest of Davenport, being a man's head 
coup'd at the shoulders, with a halter round his neck. Lysons' 
Cheshive, p. 446.

Sir John Davenport knt., living 1301, founder of the chapel, 
married (i) Margery dau. of Sir William Brereton; (2) Agnes-
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Bradford, who remarried Robert Massey of Sale. Urian, 5th 
son, buried at Marton. Ormerod, vol. iii, p. 68.

15-19. BUNBURY. One is the effigy of a crusader in the act of 
drawing a sword, another that of a lady, with a canopy over 
her head; a third is the effigy of a knight and near him a lady; 
round the edge of the latter is a fragment of inscription in 
Lombardic capitals . . . . ur lone. le. Spourstou. O ..... 
Harl. MS. 2151 states that one had the arms of Spurstow on his 
shield; another had those of St. Pierre. Lysons' Cheshire, p. 445. 
See also Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Soc. Trans. vol. Ixix: "The 
Monuments in Bunbury church," by Messrs. Rylands and 
Beazley.

20. CHESTER, HOLY TRINITY. The inscription ran: Hie Jacet 
Joannes de Whitmore obiit 3 kal. Octob. A.D. 1374. Near 
which was placed a marble, inscribed : Here lies John Whitmore, 
esq. He was mayor of this city four years successively, king 
Edward the third then reigning. This venerable effigy has 
been buried under the flooring of the pews. Helsby's Ormerod, 
vol. i, p. 328.

For drawing of complete tomb see Dingley's History in 
Marble, vol. ii, p. 406.

For full particulars of the Whitmores and a photograph of the 
effigy see Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Soc. Trans. vol. Ixxv. p. 47; 
" The Parish of Thurstaston," by F. C. Beazley.

21. BUNBURY. See " The Monuments in Bunbury church," by 
J. P. Rylands and F. C. Beazley in Lanes, and Ches. Hist. Soc. 
Trans., vol. Ixix, p. 143. Also " Life of Sir Hugh Calveley, 1 ' 
by Dr. Bridge in Ches. Arch. Trans., N.S. vol. xiv. Drawing 
of effigy in Stothard's Monumental Effigies, plate 135. 
Drawing of side of tomb in Lysons' Cheshire, p. 447.

22. ACTON NEAR NANTWICH. On the edge of the tomb was this 
inscription, now much defaced: Hie jacet Will'mus Manu- 
waring, quondam dns de Badylege qui obiit die Veneris proxi- 
mum ante festum Pentecost' anno dni M°CCC° nonogesimo 
nono. Lysons' Cheshire, p. 448.

For engraving see Helsby's Ormerod, vol. iii, p. 350. 
Ormerod gives the inscription as follows: Hie jacet Willelmus 
Manwaring, quondam dominus de Badeleye, qui obiit die 
Veneris prox' ante festum Pentecostes anno Domini M° CCC° 
nonogesimo nono. William Mainwaring of Over Peover, 
junior, son and heir of William the elder by Joan Praers. 
He had two wives: (i) Katherine, dau of John Belgrave of
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Eaton-Boat, Cheshire, married 1366; (2) Clementina Cotton. 
He had no issue.

23. OVER PEOVER. In the chapel on the north side is an altar 
tomb with the arms and quarterings of the Mainwarings; round 
the tomb is painted this inscription: Hie jacent corpora d'ni 
Joh'is Mainwaringe de Peevcr militis ac Johanne ux' ejus 
filie Baronis de Stockport, 9 regni Henrici Sexti. Lysons' 
Cheshire, p. 449. Ormerod states the inscription was in black 
letter.

John Manwaring, half-brother and heir to William, married 
Margaret, widow of Sir John Warren of Poynton, and dau. 
and heir of Sir John Stafford of Wigham. Died without 
lawful issue in 1410, leaving his brother Handle to succeed him. 
Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, p. 480.

24. BARTHOMLEY. Sir Robert Fouleshurst, knt., second son 
of Richard de Fouleshurst of Edlaston, who died in 1389. 
Married Elizabeth, sole dau. and heiress; had issue Sir Thomas 
and Isabel. One of the esquires of James lord Audley at the 
battle of Poictiers, Sep. 1356. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. iii, p. 
302.

The date of the tomb suggests that it was probably the 
memorial to Sir Thomas Fouleshurst of Crewe, son of Sir Robert, 
who died 1403. For full page engraving see Lysons' Cheshire,
P- 447-

25. OVER PEOVER. Randle Mainwaring, of Ovcr-Peover, esquire, 
brother and heir to John, married Margery, widow of Richard 
Buckley of Chedhill in Cheshire, and dau. of Hugh Venables, 
baron of Kinderton; by whom he had issue John, eldest son; 
William, from whom the Mainwarings of Ightfield, Salop; 
Randle, from whom the Mainwarings of Carincham, Ches.; 
Elizabeth, married Raufe Egerton of Wryne-Hill in Staffs.; 
Cicely, married Thomas Fouleshurst of Crewe; Joan, married 
John Davenport of Davenport; Ellen, married Thomas Fitton 
of Gawsworth; Agnes, affianced to William Bromley of Bading- 
ton but died before marriage; whereupon he married Margaret 
sister to Agnes. He had a bastard son by Emma Farrington, 
Hugh, from whom the Mainwarings of Croxton; also Thomas 
of North Rode, another bastard son; and Randle another, also 
three bastard daughters. Randle Mainwaring died in 1456. 
Buried at Over-Peover, in the stone chapel which Margery 
his wife, surviving, erected with the two monuments within 
of herself and her husband. Sir Peter Leycester affirmed that 
it was the other way about. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, p. 481.
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26. MOTTRAM IN LONGDENDALE. Common tradition, dating 
back to 1600, ascribes the effigies to a certain Roe and his wife; 
of whom marvellous legends are told. Earwaker's East 
Cheshire, vol. ii, p. 119, with engraving.

27. ELFORD, STAFFS. Sir Thomas Arderne, knt., illegitimate son 
of Sir John Arderne and Ellen Wastenys, his third wife. 
Born before marriage. Living 1359, and afterwards knighted. 
He died 1391. Inq. p. m. He succeeded to Aldford, Etchells 
and Alderley. He married Katherine or Matilda dau. of 
Richard Stafford of Pipe, co., Stafford, who was living in 
1349. Stafford's wife was Matilda, the dau. and heiress of 
Clifton Campville. For full details, with engravinsg of the 
tomb and description of its renewal, see The Monumental 
Effigies and Tombs in Elford Church, by Edward Richardson, 
sculptor, 1852.

28-29. CIIEADLE. The effigies are supposed to represent two 
members of the Hondford family, although no inscriptions have 
come down to us. If they are Hondfords, they will by their 
armour be the following; Sir John Hondford of Hondford, knt.; 
born 1391, aet. 9 in 1400; served in the French war and there 
knighted; died 1461, (inq. p. m. not known); and John 
Hondford, son of the above, of age in 1441; had the manors of 
Hondford etc. conveyed to him in 1461, died 1473 (inq. p. m. 
not known). He married Margaret, dau. of Sir Lawrence 
Warren of Poynton, knt; marr. sett, dated 10 Henry V. (1422). 
Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. i. p. 251; for engravings, same 
vol. p. 213.

30. MACCLESFIELD. The effigy represents either John Savage, 
whose obit was 1463; or (as Earwaker suggests) Sir John 
Savage of Clifton, junior, knt., who had charge of the left 
wing at the battle of Bosworth, 1485. He was slain at Boulogne 
in France 1492, in the lifetime of his father. He was a valiant 
man and an expert soldier, and was made knight of the Garter 
by Henry VII. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i. p. 714; Earwaker's 
East Cheshire, vol. ii. pp. 487, 494.

31. MACCLESFIELD. Harl. MS. 2151: " At the higher end of the 
north ile in an arch of the wall is this monument, but pewes so set 
before it as the escochions on the side cannot be seene; it is 
supposed to be a Downes." The sketch made by Randle 
Holme represents the alabaster effigy now on the north side 
of the chancel, then slightly raised from the ground, with four 
shields of arms on the front. Earwaker's East Chsehire, vol. 
ii. p. 493.
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32. MACCLESFIELD. Sir John Savage of Clifton, knt., 17 Edw. IV. 
(1477). He married Katherine dau. of Sir Thomas Stanley 
by whom he had issue Thomas (bp. of Rochester, 1492, London, 
1497, archbp of York 1501, dying 1508), Sir Homfrey, Lawrence, 
James, Sir Edmund, Christopher, William, George, and Richard; 
also Ellen, Katherine, Margaret, Alice, and Elizabeth. He 
died Nov. 1495. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, p. 713.

Round the edges of the tomb was this inscription: Hie jacent 
corpora Johannis Savage militis et d'ne Katherine uxoris ejus, 
filie Thome Stanley diii ac sororis Thome primi comitis Darbie. 
Harl. MS. 2113, f. 155. The arms on this monument were 
painted, not carved, on the eight shields which it bears, and 
from the imperfect descriptions of them which have come down 
to us it seems probable that there were at least three series of 
arms painted at different times.

33. MACCLESFIELD. Sir John Savage of Clifton, knt., son and heir 
of Sir John above. Knighted 13 Henry VII, sheriff of Worcester 
for twenty-four years from the death of his father. He married 
Anne, dau. and heir of Raufe Bostock of Bostock, who survived 
him, and had issue John Savage, son and heir, Edward, 
George, Richard, Lawrence, Roger, and Thomas. He died 
March 1527. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i. p. 714. The effigy 
measures 6 ft. 9 in. in length.

34. MALPAS. The inscription formerly round the edge of the 
tomb ran as follows: Hie jacent Rondulphus Brereton Miles 
Baronetus ac Camerarius Cestrie, et domina Elynora uxor 
ejus, qui quidem Rondulphus et Elynora dum in humanis 
vixerunt hanc tumbam fieri fecerunt videlicet in festo Sancti 
Michaelis archangeli Auo Dili Millesimo quingentesimo 
vicesimo secundo quorum animab; propicietur Deus. Amen. 
Harl. MS. 2151, f. Saa. Of which only the date remains; 
Lysons' Cheshire, p. 450.

Upon the screen round the chantry containing the tomb is 
the following inscription: Pray good people for the prosperous 
estate of Sir Randulf Brereton knt. baronet of thys werk 
edificatour wyth his wyfe Dame Helenour and after this 
life transitore to obtayne celestial felicitie Amen. Lanes, and 
Ches, Hist. Soc. Trans. vol. Ixix, p. 37.

Sir Randle Brereton of Ipstones, Shocklach, and Malpas, 
knt., chamberlain of Chester 21 Hen. VII to 23 Hen. VIII., kt., 
banneret, and knt. of the body to Henry VII, married Eleanor 
dau. of Piers Dutton of Hatton, esq., living 1522, buried 
at Malpas; had issue Richard, Thomas, John, Peter, Roger,
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William, Robert, Urian, Randle, Anne, Jane, and Elizabeth, 
He built the Brereton chantry in Malpas church 1522, and gave 
the great bell in the steeple 1508. Helsby's Orrnerod, vol. ii, 
p. 687.

35. MACCLESFIELD. About 1633 the following inscription was 
painted on the arch: Here lieth Sir John Savage which was 
made knight in the warres of.... and of Tyrwin and Tournay, 
which died the XXVI day of July in the year of our Lord 
MCCCCCXXVIII and of the Ladie Elizabeth his wife daughter 
unto Charles Somerset late Earl of Worcester and Chiefe 
Chamberlaine of England, the which Ladie Elizabeth died the 
.... day of .... Afio Dili MCCCCCXXX. Harl. MS. 
2151. The centre shield in front of the monument was formerly 
painted Savage (ancient), quartering Vernon, Walkington and 
Bostock, and impaling the quartered coat of Somerset. Ear- 
waker's East Cheshire, vol. ii, p. 494, with engraving.

This Sir John Savage killed one John Pauncefote, esq., 
whereupon he and his father both were indited for murther, 
and arraigned in the King's bench; this Sir John the younger 
as principal, and Sir John the elder as accessary, who confessed 
the fact: but upon mediation of carditial Wolsey, and Charles, 
earl of Worcester the king's chamberlain, they were pardoned 
by the king, paying four thousand marks. This Sir John 
Savage died 27 July, 20 Hen. VIII (1528), aged 35 years. John- 
Savage his son and heir was three years and nine months old 
at the death of his father. Elizabeth his widow afterwards 
married Sir William Brereton [groom] of the bedchamber to 
Hen. VIII.; beheaded for matters touching queen Anne, 
I7th May, 1536 (28 Hen. VIII). He was younger son of Sir 
Randle Brereton of Malpas. Helsby's Ormerocl, vol. i, p. 715.

36. BARTHOMLEY. Robert Fouleshurst, rector of Barthomley, 14 
Edw. IV., died 1529; presented 1475, patron Dfis Robt. 
Fowleshurst knt., on the resignation of Thomas Smyth. 
Helsby's Ormerod, vol. iii. p. 304.

37. WILMSLOW. Former inscription: Hie iacet corpus M'ri 
Henrici Traffort sacre theologie doctoris licenciati quondam 
cancellarii metropolitane ecclesie Ebor' et rectoris de Holton 
phi rectoris etiam ecclesie cle Siglisthorne et istius ecclesie qui 
obiit primo die mensis Augusti anno Dni M° CCCCC0 XXXV0 
cuius aniine omnipotens Deus sit propicius. Lysons' Cheshire,
P- 451-

Henry Traffonl, D.D., youngest son of Sir Edmund Trafford, 
knt., who died 1514, by his wife Margaret daughter of Sir
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John Savage. He built the chancel at Wilmslow and glassed 
a number of windows in the church in 1522. He died 1537. 
Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. i. p. 88.

38. MACCLESFIELD. Harl.MS. 2151: Within the wall on ye south 
side of ye chancell wall is a portrayture of a man, curiously 
enarched and graven which seemeth as ancient as ye wall 
itselfe. Above him neer his head in collours, Liversage, 
Argent a chevron between three plowshares points downwards. 
Sable, impaling Argent a chevron between three rams' heads 
erased Sable armed Or. . . near his feet quarterly of 4, I and 
4 Gules a coronet Or, in chief a cresent of the last .......
2 and 3 Argent a cross flory Sable .... impaling Liversage.
Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. ii. p 493.

39-40. WILMSLOW. Had. MS. 2151: Orate pro Humphrido 
Newton do Pownhall ar'o et Elena ux' ejus fil' et hered' Tho. 
Fitton ct Cecilie ux' ejus qui obiit anno diii MCCCCCXXXVI.

Born Oct. 3, 1466, died March 22, 1536, being in his 70 year. 
His wife died May 3 the same year. The male head rests upon 
three tuns, his wife's upon a wheatsheaf. According to the 
Newton Chartulary the three tuns were designed by Humphrey 
Newton to represent the three families, Newton, Milton, and 
Phyton, to which I am heir. The wheatsheaf or garb refers 
to the arms of the Fittons, Argent on a bend azure three garbs 
Or. Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. i, p. 122.

41. WILMSLOW. Harl. MS. 2151: Hie jacent corpus Rob'ti del 
Bouthe militis quondam dm de Bolyn Thorneton et Dunham qui 
obiit in festo See. Edithe virginis anno Mil'imo CCCC" Sexage- 
simo, et corpus Dulcie uxoris dicti Rob'ti del Bouthe que obiit 
in crastino See. Tecle virginis Anno Domini Mil'imo CCCC° 
Quinquagesimo tercio: quorum animabus propicietur Deus. 
Amen. Earwaker's East Cheshire vol. i. p. 75; also drawing 
completing the mutilated brass from Randle Holme's drawing.

Sir Robert del Booth, knt., married Douce Venables in 
1409, she being at that time 9 years old; she brought him the 
manor of Wilmslow

42. CHESTER, ST. PETER'S CHURCH. 1460 ? Illustration and 
description in J. L. Thornely's Monumental Brasses of Lanes. 
and dies. p. 48. Mr. Frank Simpson, F.S.A., in his History of the 
Church of St. Peter, maintains the brass to represent Robert 
Townshcnd, attorney, buried April 27, 1672, as the brass was 
found over his grave; this view, however, is controverted in 
the Chester Arch. Soc. Trans. vol. iii. pp. 387, 388.

43. MACCLESFIELD. The various inscriptions on the brass are
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as follows: Orate pro animabus Rogeri Legh et Elizabeth 
uxoris sue qui quidem Rogerus obijt iiij° die Nouembris Anno 
Domini M° Vc vj° Elizabeth vero obiit v : die Octobris anno 
Domini M° CCCC° Ixxxix 0 Quorum animabus propicietur 
Deus. Beneath the engraving of the Mass of St. Gregory: 
The pardon for saying of V Pater nosters and V Aues and a Cred 
is xxvj thousand yeres and xxvj dayes of pardon. On the 
label issuing from the man's mouth is: A dampnacione perpetua 
libera nos Domine: that from the woman's mouth has: In 
die judicii libera nos Dfie. Drawing of the brass restored 
from a sketch by Randle Holme, Harl. MS. 2151, in Earwaker's 
East Cheshire, vol. ii, p. 447. See also Thornely's Brasses of 
Lanes, and Ches. p. 93.

44. WYBUNBURY. Inscription: Here lyth Rafe Dellvys esquyer 
of Dodenton and Kateryn hys Wyfe, the whiche Rafe died the 
seconde day of Marche in the yere of ower lord God a. MCCCCC 
and xiii. On whose sowllys Allmyghty Jh'u haue marcy. 
For engraving of the brass and full particulars see Thornely's 
Brasses of Lanes, and Ches. p. 105.

45. OVER. Inscription: Off your charite pray for the soule of 
Hugh Starky of Olton, esquier, gentilman usher [to] Kyng 
Henry ye VIII and son to Hugh Starky of Olton esquier, which 
Hugh ye son clccessyd the yere of our lord God Mvc . .....
on his soule Ih'u haue mercy. Brasses of Lanes, and Ches. by 
J. L. Thornely, p. 231.

46. PRESTBURY. Harl. MS. 2151, dated 1592: An alabaster 
tombe in the chancel on the south side, with this inscription 
at the top: Hie jacent Robertus Dounes armiger et Matilda 
uxor ejus et Robertus Dounes films dicti Roberti et Emmota 
uxor ejus filia Rogeri Bouthc armig' ct dictus Robertus 
Dounes obiit in vigilia sc'i Laurencii martyris anno dfti 
MCCCCxcv. Amen.

Robert Downes, born 1420, act. 40 in 1460, died Oct. 1489, 
bur. at Prestbury; lies in the same tomb with his son Robert 
Downes, born 1445, act. 44 in 1489, died 10 Aug. 1495, bur. 
at Prestbury, married Emma, dau. of Roger Booth, esq. Marr. 
sett, dated 16 May, 1464. Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. ii,
pp. 193. 319.

47. PRESTBURY. In 1592 the next monument was also raised 
altarwise on the north side of the chancel. Round the sides of 
the slab was this inscription: Hie jacet Reginaldus Lcgh armig' 
filius Roberti Legh militis quondam dni d'Adlyngton qui 
Reginaldus f uit precipuus adiutor in edificacione campanilis et
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porticun eccl'ie cdificauit dc propriis sumptibus obiit xiii die 
Juliiannod: MCCCC" Ixxxii".

Reynold (alias Reginald) dc Legh of Mottram St. Andrew, living 
1408 and 1476. Died at a great age, 13 July, 1482. Kar- 
waker's East Cheshire, vol. ii, pp. 194, 250.

48. PRESTBURY. In 1592 on an alabaster stone raised altarwise, 
on the north side of the chancel, and over it on the wall fixed 
all the hatchments of Sir Edward Warren of Poynton, as pennon, 
coat, helmet and crest, standard, shield, sword, spurs and 
gauntlets. Round the sides of the slab was this inscription: 
Here lyeth the body of Edwarde Warren of Poynton knyght 
wyche departed frome thys transitory lyffe the xii day of 

' October in the yere of our lorde God MCCCCClviij. Whose 
soule God pardon. Amen. Knighted at Leith May n, 1544; 
married Dorethy, dau. of Sir William Booth of Dunham, knt. 
He built the old manor hall of Poynton. He died Oct. 12, 1558. 
Earwaker's East Cheshire, vol. ii, pp. 193, 287.

49. OVER PEOVER. Inscription: Here lyith the bodies of Sr 
Jhon Maynwaringe, of Pever, and Badyley, within the countie of 
Chester, kt., w'ch deceassed anno Dom'i 1515, and dame 
Katherine his wyfe w'ch deceassed anno Dom'i 1529, w'ch 
Edward caused this monument to be made 1586. Sir John 
Manwaring, knt., was knighted in France 1513, married Kather 
ine Hondford of Honclford, and had issue Randle, Edmund, 
John, Piers, Philip (afterwards lord of Peover), Edward, 
Robert, Thomas, George, Henry, Margaret, and Katherine 
(who married William Newton of Pownall); also Nicholas and 
two Williams, who probably died young. Sheriff of Flint 
1507-8 and 1514, and died 1515 aged 45. By his will he left 
£20 towards making a new steeple of stone at Over-Pcver, 
but this was never effected. Helsby's Ormerod, vol. i, pp. 
482, 486. Edward was the sixth son of Sir John.

I


