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BLOWICK: THE NAME AND THE PLACE.
By F. H. Cheetham, F.S.A.
Read 8 February, 1923.

I

BLOWICK, formerly a hamlet or scattered group of
houses in the parish of North Meols, has long been

merged in the borough of Southport.! The name,
however, is still attached to a district which, though

officially unrecognised and undefined, presents certain
well-marked local characteristics, and is in use to designate
a branch post-office, a railway station, a tram terminus
and a hotel.

Sixty or seventy years before the birth of Southport,
that is to say about 1715-25, Bishop Gastrell noted that
the township of North Meols was divided into eight parts,
or villages, viz:—Churchtown, Marshside, Higher Blowick,
Lower Blowick, New Row, The Hoes Houses, Crossens,
and the Banks.2 The gazetteers and topocgraphical
books of later times mention Blowick similarly.

The hamlet appears to have grown up along the road
from Birkdale to the parish church at Churchtown. But
the name Blowick is almost certainly older than any
house, or group of houses, so-called, and seems to have
been applied at one time to a consideraable portion of the
inland side of the township® of North Meols, adjoining
Halsall and Scarisbrick, from the Birkdale boundary as
far as Martin Mere. The present day Blowick near the
railway-station and gasworks is the old hamlet of Lower

1 Charter of Incorporation, 1867, County Borough, 1905.

2 Notitia Cestriensis (Chet. Soc. xxi.), 195.

3 North Meols parish comprised the two townships of North Meols and
Birkdale, the former at the north end.
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Blowick. Higher Blowick was about a mile further west
at the other end of Ash-lane, where the lane joins South-
bank road (formerly Trap-lane). The positions are
clearly marked on the 6-inch Ordnance Survey sheet of
1845-6 (published in 1848), at which period both groups
of houses lay amongst fields more than a mile to the
south-east of Southport.! But the word ‘ Blowick,” in
italic type, also is used on this map to describe generally
the district comprising both Higher and Lower Blowick
right up to the boundary of the parish, while beyond Fine
Jane’s Brook, where the blown sand terminates, is
‘ Blowick Moss.” These names more or less follow the
old maps.

‘ Blowick Moss ’ is shown on Henry Bankes’s map (1736)
in a similar position, within the elbow formed by the
Scarisbrick and Halsall boundaries. Bankes gives the
area of the Moss as 48 acres. On the same map are four
fields on the east side of Long Lane called ‘ Blowick
Heys.’2

There are unfortunately no known forms of the name
earlier than the 16th century. The following references
to Blowick are taken from Dr. W. Farrer’s History of
North Meols (1903) :—

1550. In a will of this date there is mention of a “ parcel of
waste land, turbary, and moor, parcel of another waste ’’ of the
manor of North Meols, called ““le Blowyke Mosse,” containing
40 acres, and lying within boundaries thus defined :—*‘ Beginning

at a corner there called  le Blowyke Stulpes,’® on the east, thence
by several closes of the tenants of Blowyke on the north, to the

¢

11n the re-survey of 1889-g2 the name * Higher Blowick * is still retained
at the corner of Ash-lane and Southbank-road, but Lower Blowick has given
place to “ Blowick,” the position of which is immediately to thenorth of the
railway station. The name ‘‘ Higher Blowick’ is no longer used in the
locality. The name of Ash-lane was changed in 1924.

2 The respective areas of these fields are given asz . 1.39,2 .2 .24,4.2. 30
and 8.2.0 acres. The names Higher and Lower Blowick are not used by
Bankes. Blowick Heys were at Lower Blowick. Long Lane is the modern
Wennington Road.

3 Stulpe = boundary post.
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west as far as ‘ Watkynson mosshey Yate’ and thence by the
bounds dividing the hereditary land of James Scarisbrecke,
esquire, from the said moss and straight to the parish of Halsall on
the south side and so following the said land and moss to ‘le
Polehey dyke’ on the west and thence following the said dyke to
‘ Blowyke Stulpes.’ 't

1550. In the same writ is mention of ‘ Thomas Rymor, of
Blowyke.’

1554. Robert Wright, ot Blaywicke, is mentioned in a pleading.

1602. ‘A yearly rent of 6d., part of the rent issuing out of the
tenement of Peter Blundale in Northmeales, viz. in the Blowicke,
by year 6d.’

1648. Will. Watkinson of Blowick attended the Lancashire
Assembly of Divines held at Preston as a lay representative from
North Meols, along with James Moss, gentleman, of Crossends.

1653. Richard Ball of Blowick in Northmeales, yeoman, made
a deposition.

1681. John, son of John Watkinson of Blowick, in North

Meols, yeoman, is mentioned.
1692. Richard Ball of Blowick left f20 to the North Meols

Grammar School.

From these extracts we obtain five different spellings of
the place-name—Blowyke, Blaywicke, Blowicke, Blowich,
and Blowick.

According to Dr. Farrer, Blowick was formerly the
abode of the yeoman families of Rimmer and Breakell.2

IIL

In the greater number of modern English place-names
ending in -wick the second theme is used in the sense of
homestead, dwelling-place, collection of houses, or outly-
ing settlement—in short a hamlet or village, and is
derived from the Old English wic, which, according to
Skeat, is a Latin ‘loan word’ from wvicus, or wiculus.

1 Farrer, op. cit., 33. This is approximately the area of Blowick Moss on
Bankes’s Map, and of the detached fragment of the township of North
Meols till recently outside the County Borough of Southport, between the
borough boundary and the townships of Scarisbrick and Halsall. s

2 0p. cit., 2.
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But sometimes the theme represents the Scandinavian
vik, meaning a creek or bay, and has nothing to do with
the Old English word. There is, indeed, a later develop-
ment at the beginning of the Middle English period, when
the English word appears to have been influenced by the
Scandinavian, but this would obtain only in places such
as Cumberland, Westmorland and the adjoining part of
Lancashire, where an Anglo-Norse language and civilization
had developed, which language in later times became the
local dialect. Generally speaking, however, the modern
English -wick represents either the Old English or the Old
Norse word as far as the form goes, and in dealing with the
Lancashire examples Dr. Ekwall derives all but two from
the Old English, the exceptions being Blowick—the name
with which we are here concerned—and Lowick in the
Crake valley, below Coniston Lake.

Discussion of the difficult wick problem, however, lies
outside the scope of the present paper, the object of which
is to support and, I hope, confirm by topographical
evidence and the appeal to local history the conclusion
arrived at by Dr. Ekwall mainly on philological grounds.

The broad lines of my argument, however, I had worked
out before Dr. Ekwall’'s book appeared, in a series of
articles contributed to The Southport Visiter in the spring
of 1920.r My view was that although the great majority
of the Lancashire wicks were derived from the Old English
word meaning a homestead or dwelling, the name Blowick
was of Scandinavian origin.

It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to say that the
occurrence of a name of Scandinavian origin in North
Meols parish is in no sense surprising. The word Meols
itself is generally allowed to be the Old Norse melr, a. bank
of sand or sandhill, and there are many other familiar
examples.

1 April 24, 27, 29, May 1, 1920.

e e .
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Dr. Eilert Ekwall’s Place-names of Lancashire (1922)
has been described by Professor Mawer as * the first book
of English place-names which from the first page to the
last pays attention to topography.”’! Concerning Blo-
wick Dr. Ekwall writes:?2

Blowick is presumably Old Norse bl4-vik, ¢ the dark bay,’
and goes on to refer to the Wyke in North Meols, which
is mentioned in documents of the 14th, 15th and 16th
centuries, and Wyke House in Scarisbrick township of
which there is also mention in medieeval times (Wyk 1276,
the Wyke 1440, the Long Wyke, the High Wyke, 1503). Of
the latter he says—

Old Norse vik, ‘ bay.” The place was no doubt named from a
bay in Martin Mere.®

Dr. Ekwall is quite right. The Wyke was a bay in
Martin Mere, but not only the Scarisbrick Wyke but the
North Meols Wyke, which was only another name for
Blowick, as well. The 14th century “le Wyke” is in
fact the earliest known form of the name Blowick, and, as
will be seen below, there was much confusion at a later
time concerning three Wykes on Martin Mere, two of
which were in Scarisbrick township and one in North

Meols.

III.

Mr. Sephton in his Lancashire Place-names, mentions the
creek called Pull Wyke on the Lancashire shore of Winder-
mere, near the north end. But this is by no means the
only “ Wyke "’ on Windermere Lake. Close to Pull Wyke,
and forming with it a larger bay, is Sandy Wyke, while
further south, near Ferry Head, is Mitchell Wyke, and
lower down again Green Naze Wyke. On the east or

1 Antiquaries® Journal, iii., 8o.
2 0p. cit., 126. Reference may be made to the Rev. W. P. Morris’s Records
of Patterdale (1903), p- 159, and the Rev. John Sephton’s Lancs. Place Names

(1913), for earlier explanations.
3 Ibid., 124.
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Westmorland side of the lake, immediately north and
south of Ferry Nab, are Parson Wyke, and another
Pull Wyke. These Windermere Wykes, or bays, all
appear on the 6-inch Ordnance map of 1848, revised in
1888-9, as do others on Coniston and Esthwaite lakes.
On the east side of Esthwaite-water are Robin Wyke and
Pull Wyke, while on Coniston is Montague Wyke, just
below Peel Island. These lakeland “ Wykes” are all
definitely marked creeks or bays. The names attached
to them are in some cases arbitrary and modern, Montague
Wyke, for instance, being so called after the Dukes of
Montague who were owners of the adjoining land from
1734 to 1790. Peel Island used to be called Montague
Island—hence the Wyke near it—and bore that name till
the end of the 18th century. Mr W. G. Collingwood,
F.S.A., tells me that from long experience with Winder-
mere fishermen he has found that every nook and nab on
the lake once had a name, some from ““ drawing-up spots "’
used by tenants, and the names probably changed with
the owners. “ Wyke’’ was current dialect all over the
Lake District.!

But even more interesting than these lake-side “Wykes”
is the occurrence of the name Wyke House attached to a
farm on the Cartmel coast, at the north end of Humphrey
Head,? not far from Kent's Bank railway station. The
house stands on the shore of a bay, or creek, lying
between the limestone promontories of Kirkhead (250 ft.)
on the north-east, and Humphrey Head (172 ft.) on the
south-west. This bay, which is without name on the 6-inch
map, no doubt formerly extended much further inland,
but since the construction of the railway embankment in

1 Mr. Collingwood reminds me that there is a Peel Wyke on Bassenthwaite
lake, and Sandwick, as well as Bleawick, on Ullswater. He adds, “ 1 don’t
know that a modern dalesman would recognise ‘ wyke’ as meaning bay—
perhaps he would—but not long ago it certainly was current, and it can’t be
anything but O.N. Vik traditionally preserved.”

* Township of Allithwaite.
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1857, its extent has been contracted. Though without a
name the bay seems to me to be an unmistakeable wyke
which at some time or another has given its name to the
house. The district is, of course, one abounding in
Scandinavian survivals.

The persistence of the word “ wyke ” in North Lan-
cashire in connection with bays, or creeks, on the shores
of lakes is pretty conclusive evidence that in districts
under Norse colonisation the term was in common use
both on the coast and in inland waters. It is true that,
with the likely exception of the Cartmel example just
cited, no wicks or wykes occur on the Lancashire coast,
but old names may have been lost, and near Millom, in
Cumberland, is a Borwick, which, being the harbour to
the castle, looks like “‘ borg-vik.”! The name Wyke,
occurring in townships bordering on a large sheet of inland
water such as Martin Mere, naturally suggests, even to
one not intimately acquainted with the district, a bay on
the lake. Hence Dr. Ekwall’'s correctly assuming that
Blowick is “ the dark bay,” and that the Wyke was ““ no
doubt named from a bay in the mere.”? The conclusions
thus deductively arrived at can, I think, be proved by the
evidence of topography and of local records.

Iv.

In the 16th century Martin Mere was, according to
Leland, four miles long by three broad, but Saxton’s map
published some thirty-five years after Leland wrote,
shows it rather less. A later writer, however, states that
it was six miles long and from two to three miles wide.

1 Information from Mr. W. G. Collingwood.

2 Dr. Ekwall wrote to me in August, 1922, “ It seemed to me fairly obvious
that Blowick must mean ‘the dark bay,’ even though my local knowledge
did not allow me to prove that the Mere must once have extended as far as
Blowick. The place is near the old mere and the name in my opinion could
hardly mean anything else.”




BLOWICK.

MARTIN MERE IN WINTER.

(Present day).

THE OLD POOL IN WINTER.,
(Present day).







Blowick ; the Name and the Place. 193

The Mere is shown on a number of maps between the latter
part of the 16th and the beginning of the 19th century,!
but perhaps not more than one of these was made from
an actual survey.

The outline of the Mere in Bowen’s map (c. 1753) differs
very considerably from that in the earlier ones, and it is not
unlikely that the lake had altered in shape and shrunk in
size as the result of the drainage operations begun soon
after 1692. By the time that we have what may be
considered an accurate map (Yates, 1786) Martin Mere as
a sheet of water with a determined boundary had ceased
to exist. Yates shows it as a somewhat indefinite
shaded patch with the legend * Martin Mere, dry in the
Summer Season.” Its western ‘‘ shore ”’ passes close to
“ Wyke ”” and Midge Hall, and is about 1} miles east of
the hamlet of Blowick. But the margin of the lake seems
always to have been very unstable  varying in accordance
with the rainfall, so that in winter, or after heavy rain,
portions of land, dry at other times, would become sub-
merged.”2 The lake was shallow, and the shore (at any
rate the western shore) was not fixed. In this enquiry we
are concerned only with this western, or north-western,
shore, and its changing character must always be borne in
mind. Mr. Harold Brodrick, in giving what he considers
to have been the approximate boundaries of the lake
prior to the drainage operations at the end of the 17th
century, says:—

The shore ran parallel with the road from Holmeswood Hall as
far as Mere Brow and Jonathan’s, about 400 yards to the west of it.
From here westwards the boundary of the lake is very difficult to
determine, but it probably ran nearly along the line of Bobbiner’s-
lane and Trunny-lane; from there it ran to within 600 yards of

Moss-lane Bridge (Churchtown); then, curving eastward, it ran
slightly south of Wyke-lane, Wyke Farm being on the bank; from

1 Saxton 1577, Speed 1610, Blaeu 1648, Leigh 1700, Bowen circa 1753, Yates
1786, Aikin (T. Stockdale) 1794, Baines 1824.
2 Farrer, North Meols, 114.
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near Wyke Farm it ran to Bescar-lane station, and from there
kept nearly along the line of railway as far as New-lane station.!

This is pretty much the line indicated in Yates’s map.
Wyke? is on the bank of the lake as we should expect, but
Blowick is over a mile away to the west.

But the boundaries of the lake even in the 17th century
were not necessarily those of an earlier day, and the
western shore in the Middle Ages may have been nearer
the sea. The testimony of old maps is, of course, not to
be relied in, but it is nevertheless rather a temptation to
believe that Blaeu (1648) may have had a reason for
showing a configuration of the west end of the lake some-
what different from that in other maps, both earlier and
later. Comparing Blaeu with a map dated 1598,> Mr.
Brodrick writes:—

It is similar in its main features and agrees with it as to all
bounds except the western end. . . It shows the western end of

the Mere reaching further towards the sea and bending further
south round Wyke in the direction of Blowick.

Whatever view we may hold concerning the veracity of
these maps it will, I think, be agreed that the western
shore of the mere was subject to constant and possibly
great changes. It is, therefore, quite legitimate to assume
that in the early days of Martin Mere a bay, or creek,
extended as far west as what is now Blowick, and that
this solitary creek became a kind of little haven on the
mere, serving the scattered dwellings of North Meols.

The old Norse bl4, I am informed, means both “ black ™’
and ““ blue;” in fact describes anything dark; and Bla-vik
need not therefore be a “ blue”’ or “ dark blue ” creek,
but a ““ black ” or simply “ dark ”’ creek. A little bay on

1See 8th Report, Southport Soc. of Natural Science, p. 11; Presidential
address on ““ Martin Mere ”’ by Harold Brodrick, M.A., October 23, 1902.

2 Wyke in Scarisbrick.

3 Brodrick, op. cit., 1o. The map is the one in the Harleian MSS. given in
Gregson’s Fragments (1824). It is by William Smith, Rouge Dragon; see
L. and C. Antiq. Soc. XXv, 6.
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a lake with peaty shores, or with dark rocks, would be
described by the Norsemen as a bla-vik.

Mr. W. G. Collingwood, to whom I am indebted for the
above line ot thought, writes:

“ The most natural derivation of Blowick, especially in a country
which we know was settled by Norse, is from O.N. Blad-vik . . .
The natural modern representative of 4 would be 5, but o in our
dialect becomes ed and so we get Bled from O.N. bl4, as in Blea
Tarn, where the word is used in its living sense as a dialect word.
When the place-name dates back to the time before the 4 became
ed, the old sound survives, as in Blawith (blaw-with) in the
Crake valley, Blawath (black or blue ford), Blamire (the family
name), and Blowick on Ullswater—parallel with Bldskégar in
Iceland, named in the Landndmabék and still so named.”

V.

The somewhat vague physical evidence of old maps and
the nature of the soil is confirmed in a striking way by the
6-inch Ordnance map of 1845-6. If it is agreed that the
termination -wick in Blowick is the same word as Wyke,
it will be well to consider for a moment this local place-
name when used alone. The modern Wyke House
stands just over the boundary of North Meols parish in
Scarisbrick township 12 miles to the south-east of North
Meols church, and the same distance due east of the
present day Blowick (Lower Blowick), in the angle or
elbow of land formed by the Ring Ditch and the Old
Pool. Itis shown on the 1845-6 map as approached from
Churchtown by Wyke-lane, with Wyke Hey and Wyke
Hey Moss on the left, immediately north-west of Wyke
House, but in North Meols parish. Half a mile south of
Wyke House is Wyke Thorn and Wyke Thorn House,
approached from the west by a lane called Wyke Cop,
which separates Wyke Moss on the north from Wood Moss!

1 The “ Wood Moss near Long Wyke ” is referred to in 1577. See V.C.H.
Lawnes. iii., 273.
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on the south, the former bordering on North Meols.
Thus we find the word Wyke in one form or another eight
times on the 1845-6 map. All these “ Wykes *’ are to the
north of the present railway line.

Wyke House undoubtedly stands on what was once the
edge of Martin Mere, on slightly elevated ground, but if
the bank of the lake had always followed the line sug-
gested by Mr. Brodrick? it would have been nearly a mile
to the north-east of the hamlet of Lower Blowick. The
western boundary of the lake, however, as already pointed
out, often altered, and we have little to guide us as to its
exact line before the latter half of the 16th century.
Dr. Farrer gives the Ring Ditch as the probable southern
boundary of the Mere. The Ring Ditch, as shown on the
6-inch Ordnance sheet, followed more or less the south-west
boundary of the lake flowing in a north-westerly direction
towards North Meols till just past Wyke House where it
turns sharply to the south-west and was called the Old Pool.
In this direction it ran for nearly 1i{ miles right up to
Blowick, where it was joined by a stream from Birkdale
(Fine Jane’s Brook) and the two flowed together northward
as the Pool* through Churchtown to the sea at Crossens.

Wyke House, as already mentioned, stands on the elbow
of land formed by the sharp turn of the Ring Ditch to the
Old Pool. Now, is it not possible, indeed likely, that the
line of the Old Pool is that of a former bay, or creek, by
which the mere was continued westward to about the
point where the Poolis joined by the brook from Birkdale?
From here the north shore of the creek would follow more
or less the line of the present sluice, which brings us back
to Mr. Brodrick’s point ““ about 600 yards of Moss-lane
Bridge,” and so on to Trunny-lane. The word  Pool ”
now applied to a quite unimportant stream seems to

1« gGlightly south of Wyke House to within about 600 yards of Moss-lane
Bridge ”’ and so on to the north-east.
2 Sometimes called the New Pool. Originally it was the Otter-pool.
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suggest that at one time it was something different and
that the brook from Birkdale discharged itself into a real
pool or arm of the lake. Wyke-lane would thus become
a lane across the Wyke as well as a lane leading to Wyke
House.

It is significant that what, if this argument is accepted,
would have been the head of the creek, as shown on the
1845-6 map by the angle formed by the Old Pool and the
sluice, is there named The Intake, evidently a piece of
land taken! in at some time or other from the moss, or
marshy land formerly covered by the waters of the bay.
How far this name goes back I have been unable to as-
certain, but it was in use in 1736 as shown by Bankes’s
map; the area is given as 15a. 1r. 18p. The whole of
this creek, or bay, was thus in North Meols parish and
township, though its south shore lay close to the Scaris-
brick boundary. This then was “le Wyk in Northmeles
which in 1353 was “ a certain water, parcel of Martin
Mere.”’?

The name Blowick would, of course, be applied to the
creek long before any houses rose on or near its shore,?
and when later they appeared the name came to be used
to designate them also. Thus we get “ the hamlet on the
dark bay.”

If, however, we care to argue that Wyke, when used
alone, as in Wyke House, comes to us through a Middle
English development, quite a good case might be made
out, seeing that Wyke then would stand for  corner ”” or
“ angle,”* and Wyke House stood near the corner or
angle of land at the lower end of the bay or creek, but on
the shore of the lake proper.

1The N.E.D. gives Intake in this sense as * chiefly Northern dialect,” and
quotes an example of its use (*‘ yntank ”’) as early as ¢. 1330.

2 Farrer, North Meols, 116: cited below (p. 198).

3 There is only one house to-day on the Ullswater Blowick.

4 According to Dr. Sedgefield this is the ‘‘ usual meaning ”’ of the dialect
word in Cumberland (Place Names of Cumbld. and Westmld., 204). O.N. Vik
gives M.E. wike, a corner.




198 Blowick ; the Name and the Place.

Our Lancashire place-name in either case falls into line
with Lerwick (the town on) the muddy bay, Brodick in
Arran (the town on) the broad bay, and Reikjavik in
Iceland (the town on) the reeky or smoky bay.

VI.

Several references to Blowick, or Blowyke, in the 16th
and 17th centuries have been cited above. I am not
aware that the name has been found written before the
16th century, but le Wyk in North Meols occurs as early
as I354. A presentment was made in February of that
year at the assizes at Preston
that Roger Bondesson and John Stelle, of Rughford (Rufford)
on Monday in the week of Pentecost (May 13, 1353) took certain
fish of Richard de Aghton at ‘le Wyk’ in Northmeles, viz.
bremos (bream) to the value of twenty shillings.!

The two men charged with stealing Richard Aghton’s
fish stated that the place called Le Wyk was

a certain water which is parcel of Martin Mere, which is held
pro indiviso between William de Heskayth, chivaler, Thomas de
Litherlond, prior of Burscough, the abbot of Cokersand, Richard
de Aghton and Katharine his wife, as in the right of the said
Katharine, and others, and they took those fish at the command of
the said William de Heskayth as his fishers and in his right.?

The jurors found their plea a good one, and the de-
fendants were acquitted.

Now this statement of Sir William Hesketh's fishers
proves that in the middle of the 14th century Martin
Mere extended into North Meols parish. It is expressly
stated that Le Wyk was “ a certain water which is part of
Martin Mere,” and that can mean nothing else but that it
was a creek, orinlet, opening from the lake. The riparian

1 Farrer, North Meols, 116.

2 Ibid., Sir William Hesketh was lord of the manor of Rufford ¢. 1344-60.
Richard de Aghton had married, as her second husband, Katharine, daughter
and co-heir of Robert de Coudray, lord of the manor of North Meols, about
the year 1350.







