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SCULPTURED CLAYTON ARMS AT OTTERSPOOL,

FORMERLY IN WATER STREET,

LIVERPOOL.

By Reginald Threlfall Bailey, M.B.E., M.R.C.S.Eng., 
L.R.C.P. Land.

Read 25th March, 1920.

A NY existing relic of old Liverpool, even if removed 
1\. from its original site, is of interest to our Society. 
I therefore bring before the notice of its members a 
stone carved with armorial bearings which was formerly on 
a house on the south side of Water Street, Liverpool, 
belonging to William Clayton, Esq., M.P. for Liverpool, in 
which, at one time, he resided. The arms may be dated 
about 1690.

The earliest printed account of these arms and stone 
appears in our Transactions for 1853-54 (vi, 91), when at a 
meeting of the Society held on 6th April, 1854, at the 
Collegiate Institution, Liverpool, it is recorded that a 
communication was read from James Boardman, as 
follows: 

This was in explanation of a stone on which armorial bearings 
are engraved, and which has recently been inserted in the front of 
a cottage belonging to James Moss, Esq., near Aigburth Church. 
The stone was originally inserted in front of a private residence on 
the north side of Water Street. The house was taken down in the 
latter part of last century. The stone was conveyed to Aigburth, 
probably by one of the Tarletons, and after remaining for several 
years suspended on the gable of the late Mr. Bailey's barn, it was 
presented to John Moss, Esq., Otterspool. The arms are Clayton 
impaling Leigh; and refer to the following marriage, which may be 
found in the pedigree, Gregson, p. 175:
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William Clayton, Esq., of = Elizabeth Leigh, daughter of 
Fulwood, Mayor of Liverpool, George Leigh of Oughtering- 
and M.P. for Liverpool from ton, in Cheshire; ob. 1745. 
1698 to 1702, 1713 and 1714; 
ob. 1715; buried at St. 
Nicholas's.

In a note on the same page the arms are described as 
follows: 

Ar. a cross engrailed sa. between four torteaux (Clayton) ; Or, 
a lion ramp. gu. quartered with Ar. five lozenges in bend sa. 
(Leigh).

Mention of these armorial bearings is also made in 
Griffiths' History of Toxteth Park, p. 142. He states that 
they appear to be extinct and are very similar to those 
of the Clayton family.

In the above communication there are several errors. 
After much research I have been able to identify the 
house and its site in Water Street, from which the arms 
and stone came, and the probable situation of the stone on 
the front of the house. Mr. Boardman, in stating that the 
house was on the north side of Water Street, confused 
William Clay ton's house with that of his uncle Thomas 
Clayton, who resided in the Tower, which was on the 
north side at the west end; whereas William Clayton lived 
in a house situated about the middle of the south side, and 
this house was not demolished until between 1830 and 
1833. In his description of the stone Mr. Boardman 
omits the Leigh crest which surmounts the arms and the 
quartering of the arms of Hawarden. For the genealogy 
of the Claytons I refer to Mr. Stewart-Brown's account in 
The Genealogist (new ser.), xxvi, 129-142.

William Clayton, merchant of Liverpool, to whom the 
arms belonged, was the second son of Robert Clayton of 
Fulwood and Liverpool, and a grandson of Thomas 
Clayton of the Old Crooke and Fulwood, who was entered 
as a foreign or outside burgess of Liverpool, 1617-1649.
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The date of William Clayton's birth I do not know. 
He was M.P. for Liverpool from 1698-1708 and from 
1714-1715, sitting with Sir William Norris and then with 
Sir Thomas Johnson, being a member for Liverpool in six 
Parliaments; and it was through his influence and that of 
Sir Thomas Johnson that the site of the Castle was ob­ 
tained by the Corporation of Liverpool. He was mayor 
in 1689. On 7 August, 1690, he married Elizabeth, 
daughter of George Leigh of Oughtrington, Cheshire. 
He died 8 July, 1715; his wife died in 1745, aged 78. 
Monuments to Wm. Clayton and his wife are still to be seen 
in St. Nicholas's Church, Liverpool, and are described in 
Mr. Feet's Liverpool in the reign of Queen Anne.

With regard to the position of William Clayton's 
house we have in Mr. Feet's book, just referred to, a print 
of the Rate Assessment Book of the town of Liverpool for 
the years 1705 and 1708. Under Water Street appeared 
a list of names with the assessments for 1708, but the list 
does not state which houses are on the north side of the 
street, and which on the south. However, the 32nd name 
in the list is " Mr. Henry Holt, a shop and a house in 
Covin Garden," i.e. Common Garden Street, which still 
exists on the north side of Water Street; the 40th name is 
" Aldm. Tho. Clayton p. ye Tower and Tents, belonging," 
and this was Thomas Clayton, Mayor in 1680 and uncle of 
William Clayton. This entry is that of the Tower of 
Liverpool. The 4ist entry is " Mr. James Gibbons ye 
bagniall " (bathing place), which must have been at the 
water's edge. Therefore it is clear that the list commences 
at the east end of the north side of Water Street and works 
down to the Mersey, to the Tower and the bathing place.

The 42nd name is " Sylvester Moorcroft, esq., p. ye 
Custom House," which building, from old maps and 
records, we know was on the south side, opposite the 
Tower. Evidently the assessor having come down the 
north side to the river, is now working up the south side.
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The gth assessment on this side going from the river is 
" Wm. Squire," mayor in 1715, and as what is now called 
Chorley Street was formerly known as Squires Gardens, 
the position of his house is identified. The i6th assess­ 
ment on the same side is for " Wm. Clayton, Esq., the 
house he lives in £2 15 o." As the majority of the assess­ 
ments are from 2s. to ios., this for £2 155., means that 
William Clay ton's house in 1708 must have been a very 
large one, occupying a big site. This assessment list 
conclusively proves that Wm. Clayton's house was on the 
south side, and not on the north as Mr. Boardman stated ; 
furthermore the arms could only have come from William 
Clayton's house, for he was the only Clayton who married 
a Leigh.

Let us find out the exact site of the house. By an act 
of Parliament of 1768 a widening of Castle Street and 
Water Street was arranged for, and in the Gregson 
Institute, Liverpool, there is a ground plan of premises in 
the vicinity of the Exchange, previous to the Improvement 
Act of 1786, and a survey of the same as they appeared 
in 1822; copies are in the Athenaeum and the Public 
Library, Liverpool. This plan shows the houses as 
they were in 1777; the owners' names are given in red 
ink on the sites, and superimposed in blue, are blocks of 
buildings as in 1822. We notice the large site of a house not 
yet set back at the corner of Water Street and Fenwick 
Street, with a frontage of 17 yards to Water Street and 
60 yards to Fenwick St., and on this site is the name 
" Madam Clayton."

This lady was Miss Sarah Clayton, fourth daughter of 
our William Clayton. She died in 1779, aged 67, three 
years after the date of the plan of 1777; and in 1822 the 
house is shown as still standing, as it does not appear in 
blue as a new building. Miss Clayton in 1777 evidently 
was not residing in Water Street, but probably at her house 
in Clayton Square (where the Prince of Wales Picture
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House now is), for the Improvement Act of 1786 directs 
the opening of a street which I have identified as Fenwick 
St., to be 14 yards distant from the west side of the house 
of Thomas Tarleton, Esq., such west side to be carried in a 
straight line to the corner of James Street. This is the 
straightening of the west side of Fenwick Street as we 
now know it, which did not take place until 1850; it is 
shown crooked towards Water Street in Gregson's plan 
of 1777.

Who was Thomas Tarleton, and why was he living in a 
house assigned on the 1777 Plan to Madame Clayton ? 
Thomas Tarleton was one of the Tarletons of Aigburth and 
was the great-grandson of William Clayton through his 
2nd daughter Anne, who had married a Banastre Parker 
of Cuerden (hence the name Parker Street off Clayton 
Square); their daughter Jane married John Tarleton, who 
was mayor of Liverpool in 1764 and died in 1773. He had 
six children, one of whom was the Thomas Tarleton 
mentioned in the act of 1786; another son was General 
Sir Banastre Tarleton, Bart., who was born in this house 
and after a distinguished career in the American Wars was 
one of the members of Parliament for Liverpool in 1760, 
1796, 1802 and 1812. The Directories afford further 
notices:

In i 766 John Tarleton is given as residing in Water Street.
In 1774 No. 7 Water Street was the Talbot Inn; 1 No. 10 

Thomas Tarleton.
In 1777 No. 7 Water Stieet was the Talbot Inn; No. 10 

Thomas Tarleton.
In i 781, No. 6 Water Street was the Talbot Inn; No. 9 Thomas 

Tarleton.
In 1790, No. 4 Water Street was the Talbot Inn; No. 5 King's 

Arms.

In 1786 the widening of Water Street commenced and 
Thomas Tarleton about this time left Water Street, as

1 The description "inn" was changed to "hotel" in 1830. The full title 
was The London Tavern and Talbot Inn.
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Gore's General Advertiser of 3rd August, 1786, announces 
that D. Dale had removed from George's Coffee House in 
Castle Street (where Parr's Bank now stands), " to that 
spacious mansion, lately occupied by Thomas Tarleton, 
Esq. in Water Street, now the King's Arms Inn and 
Tavern" and soliciting a continuance of the favours of 
the public. In 1822 the Select Vestry of Liverpool took 
the King's Arms Inn and made use of it as the Parish 
Offices. Three views of this house by James Brierley 
exist, two in the Athenaeum Library, one in the Public 
Library, Liverpool. One of the views in the Athenaeum 
is of the house only; the other, dated 1830, shows part of 
the Talbot Hotel and the house, as does the one in the 
Public Library which is dated 1829.

In the superimposed plan of 1822 on the 1777 plan, the 
Talbot Hotel is shown as one of the buildings which has 
been set back, but not Mr. Tarleton's house. In Holwood's 
Plan of Liverpool in 1803 the same may be noticed; 
measurements of this house on both Gregson's Plan and 
Holwood's are the same, proving the accuracy of these 
plans. Holwood's Plan gives the exact site of each house, 
and the house west of the Talbot Hotel is the i5th house 
from the river, it will be remembered that the i5th 
assessment of 1708 was William Clayton's.

Brierley's view in the Public Library is entitled " A 
View of the Parish Offices, late King's Arms Inn, Water 
Street, Liverpool, 1829," the larger view of the two in the 
Athenaeum is entitled " A View of the Parish Offices 
(late King's Arms Inn) and the Talbot Hotel, Water 
Street, 1830." The Public Library view measures n| in. 
by 13! ins. and the Athenaeum view, 20 in. by 13 in. 
The 1829 view shows the house, a small part of the Talbot 
Hotel, and the entrance to Fenwick Street, with two of the 
Water Street houses. The 1830 view shows the house with 
two ornamental pillars placed on the front of it, a larger 
portion of the Talbot Hotel, and it will be noticed that the
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words WATER STREET have been removed from the left 
hand side of the house in this view. Both views show an 
arch above the doorway of the house which is divided by a 
large space with rough edges. The stone bearing the 
Clayton Arms came, I suggest, from this space over the 
door of Clayton's House, afterwards Tarleton's, afterwards 
the King's Arms Inn, afterwards the Parish Offices. In 
my opinion in 1786, when the house was turned into an 
hotel, the stone with the arms was removed by Thomas 
Tarleton to his property at Aigburth known as Mr. 
Bailey's barn. John Tarleton, the father of Thomas 
Tarleton, is given by Enfield in 1774 as being the owner of 
Aigburth Hall, which stood not very far from where the 
arms now are. They were afterwards, about 1850, placed 
by Mr. Moss on the Otterspool Farm, Church Lane, south 
of St. Ann's Church, Aigburth, where they may still be 
seen. The stone on which they are carved is about three 
feet in height and about i\ feet wide. It is inserted in the 
north front of the gable at the east end of the farm. The 
arms are similar to those on the monument to Elizabeth 
Clayton, now in St. Nicholas's Church, Liverpool.

The stone shows the crest of Leigh above the arms,
which are those of Clayton, Leigh (of Oughtrington), and
Hawarden. The heraldry may be described as follows:
Crest. A cubit arm erect, vested paley of six, or and sable, cuff

argent, holding in the hand proper a broken tilting spear
of the third; all on a wreath, on a helmet.

Arms. Argent, a cross engrailed sable between four torteaux 
(Clayton); impaling, Quarterly, I and 4 Or, a lion ram­ 
pant Gules (Leigh of Oughtrington), 2 and 3 Argent, 
a bend lozengy sable (Hawarden, Ancient).

I therefore infer that the house on the south side of 
Water Street was built by William Clayton and his wife 
soon after their marriage in 1690, and remained standing 
until 1830-1833, when it was demolished by the Corpor­ 
ation for the widening of this part of Water Street. The 
Bank of Liverpool now stands on the site.
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These arms and crest are a very interesting relic of old 
Liverpool, and with the arms of the Molyneux (Earl of 
Sefton's) family on their former house No. n, Lord Street, 
over the window above the entrance to Commerce Court, 
and the crest and arms of the Hockenhull family on the 
front of their house built about 1707, and now numbered 
25, Union Street, are the only family arms of old Liver­ 
pool houses remaining. The Molyneux arms over Com­ 
merce Court are Azure, a cross moline, or. The house in 
Union Street, on the south side, is given in the Assessment 
of 1708, as " Capt. Hockennall, a house, o 2 o." The 
crest and arms are those of the Hockenhulls of Prenton, 
Tranmere and Shotwick, in Wirral, so that Capt Hocken­ 
nall would be of this family. They are as follows:  
Crest, an animal's head, a buck erased, pierced with an 
arrow barbed and necked. Arms, an Ass's head erased.

I wish to thank the authorities of the Athenaeum and 
Public Library, Liverpool, for their kind permission to take 
the photographs of the views and plans.


