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on the " pile," the " trussell " was applied to the upper side of it 
by means of a twisted wand, or by the hand, and the moneyer 
then struck the end of the puncheon with the hammer until the 
impression was produced on the " flan." 1

The suggestion conveyed by Trussell, trestle, saltire and fretty, 
is perhaps far-fetched and may be no more than a coincidence, 
but our ancestors in mediaeval times revelled in symbolism, often 
of a very obscure kind. It was the literature of an illiterate age, 
as only the few could then read the written book.

Burke gives: 
Muccleston Vert, on a fesse between 3 greyhounds' heads 

erased argent, 3 crosses pat6e gules. No ancient user can be found.

IV. THE CHURCH.

Preceding the present edifice Thurstaston has had two 
churches. Of the first not a stone remains in situ nor, as 
far as the writer can perceive, has a single fragment of 
carving been preserved in any wall or building in the 
parish; searches among the collections at the Bodleian, 
the Free Library, Liverpool, and the documents at the 
Diocesan Registry, Chester, yield nothing, except that in 
1671 the chancel was in bad repair; so that the author is 
driven to make up such an account as is possible from the 
earlier printed labours of others. 2

The earliest record of a church is about 1125, when 
Matthew de Ruelant (i.e. of Rhuddlan) granted the 
" church " to the abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester, the gift 
(this time as a " chapel ") being confirmed by his son. 3

1 cf. New English Dictionary.
2 Gastrell's Notilia Cestr. (diet. Soc.); Lysons' Cheshire (in " Magna Bri­ 

tannia," 1810); Ormerod's Hist of Cheshire (ed.T. Helsby, 1882); W. Mortimer's 
Wirral (1847); Sulley's Wirral (1889); W. F. Irvine's Notes on the Parish 
Churches of Wirral (Hist. Soc. Lanes, and Ches., xlvii, 134); and Rackham's 
MS. Note Book, now at Thurstaston, in the vestry.

3 Chartulary of Chester Abbey (Chetham Soc. M.S., LXXIX), Pt. i, 48, 125.
Matheus de Ruelant dedit ecclcsiam de Thurstancstonacum suis pertinentiis 

quando Simon frater ejus factus est monachus. Teste Roberto de Petraponte 
multisque aliis (1121-29).

Willelmus filius Mathei de Thurstautona quiete clamauit ecclesie saucte 
Werburge capellam de Thurstanton imperpetuum.



 C/b The Parish of Thurstaston.

The use of the word capella alternately with ecclesia 
shows that Thurstaston had not become a clearly inde­ 
pendent parish. It was probably cut out of West Kirby 
and Woodchurch before the end of the century.

According to the local historians this church endured 
until 1820, when it was taken down. It is described as a 
mean building, extremely small, low and dark, consisting 
of a nave, semicircular chancel and bell turret; there was 
also a " Saxon door with zigzag mouldings." Lysons' 
notes describe it as "a small church, with turret; 
chancel, ancient, semicircular; narrow window in the 
depth of the wall but not pointed; font octagon, very 
rude and clumsy. 1 Antiquaries at any rate will regret 
its destruction.

It was replaced in 1824 by another plain stone building, 
the tower of which still remains, and bears inset in its wall 
on the north side part of an ancient inscription (formerly 
under a window on the south side of the church), which 
reads:

SANCTI BERTHLMI, IOHN WITTMOR, WILLIAM HOE . . .

The lettering is incomplete, GARDIANI being probably the 
missing word, so that the inscription commemorates John 
Whitmore and William Hoe, churchwardens of St. 
Bartholomew's.

The outside dimensions of the tower, which, as usual 
stood at the west end of the nave, are roughly 14 ft. on the 
east and west sides by 9 ft. 9 in. on the north and south. 
The outline of the nave can still be traced by the turf 
mounds, and it appears to have measured about 22 feet 
wide and 43 ft. long. This second church is described by 
Owen, the Manchester " Old Mortality " who visited it, 
as " like an ordinary meeting house, suitable only for a 
Quaker congregation, with a small tower of the like 
character." 2

1 Add. MS. (B.M.) 9466, f. 14.
- Owen MSS. Vol. xix, p. 210.
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After enduring about fifty years this church in its turn 
was displaced. At a vestry meeting held 23 March, 1871, 
the pulling down of the church was approved and in July 
the executors of Joseph Hegan set apart £4500 for a new 
church. On the 7th of July, 1874, an order of the Queen 
in Council gave the next presentation to Grace Ellen 
Kennard (wife of A. S. Kennard) in consideration of their 
intention to build a new church and of their having paid 
£500 to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for the aug­ 
mentation of the living.

The existing beautiful edifice, designed by Mr. J. 
Loughborough Pearson, R.A., was erected to the memory 
of Joseph Hegan of Dawpool by his daughters, Mrs. Agnes 
Kennard and Mrs. Grace Ellen Kennard,1 and was con­ 
secrated by William (Stubbs) Bishop of Chester, under the 
title of the church of St. Bartholomew on the 7th of 
January 1886, the Rev. F. E. Thurland being then rector. 
On the I5th of January [? 1886] a citation was issued for a 
faculty to take down the old church, using the materials 
for building a wall to enclose the new churchyard and 
transferring all monuments to the tower of the old church 
or to the new church at private expense, the same having 
been approved at a vestry meeting held on the i6th of 
November, 1885. On the 8th of April following the 
instrument of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, by which 
the new church of St. Bartholomew was substituted for the 
old one, as the parish church of Thurstaston, was issued. 2

The following account of the donors of the church may 
fitly be inserted in this place. Joseph Hegan of Dawpool 
and Barnston was born about 1795, and dying at Pau in 
1865 was buried at Woodchurch under an ornamental 
altar tomb near the east wall of the churchyard; the 
inscription on it reads:

Joseph Hegan died April v. MDCCCLXV | in the Lxxth year of 
his age. | [text] | also Ann Saunders, for xxv years a faithful and

1 See Inscription, page 103.
2 Rackham's Note Book.

H
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valued servant | in the family of Joseph Hegan Esq. died suddenly 
March vn. MDCCCLXI, | aged LI years [text] | Anne Elizabeth, 
wife of Joseph Hegan, | of Barnston and Dawpool, in this county, 

| died January xxi, MDCCCXLVIII, | aged xxxvn years.

On the west wall of Barnston church, above the font, 
and near the entrance from the porch (which is on the 
north side), is an ornamental white marble tablet which 
was removed to its present position from Thurstaston: 

Sacred to the memory of | JOSEPH HEGAN, | of Dawpool, 
Esquire, | who died at Pau, in the south of France, | on the 5th 
day of April 1865, | in the yoth year of his age [text].

Mr. Hegan married Anne Elizabeth daughter of 
John Waterhouse, of Wellhead, Halifax, and relict of 
John Lees Edwards, who died 27 December, 1835. (See 
her M.I. p. no, and Burke's Landed Gentry). She is 
commemorated at Woodchurch also by a window in the 
south wall of the chancel, with this inscription: 

To the honour of God and the memory | of A. E. Hegan 1848 
This window is | dedicated by her husband and children. |

It will be noted that the date of Mrs. Hegan's death on 
the brass at Thurstaston differs from that on the altar 
tomb at Woodchurch.

Mr. Hegan left issue two co-heiresses: 
i. Grace Ellen, first wife of Adam Steinmetz Kennard 

of Belmore, Bishop's Waltham, county Southampton, 
born June, 1833, J.P. for that county and High Sheriff 
1885, son of John Peirse Kennard of Hordle Cliff in the 
said county (cf. Burke's Landed Gentry; Armorial 
Families, 1902). They left issue.

ii. Agnes, married in 1868 Colonel Edmund Hegan 
Kennard, V.D., M.P., F.R.G.S., late 8th Hussars, of 
Great Tangley Manor, Guildford; brother of above A. S. 
Kennard. She died 22 Jan. 1906 and he on gth July, 1912. 
They also left issue.

Until 1724 the church stood within the courtyard of 
Thurstaston Hall, as is shown by the following record of 
that date:
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The church stands wthin ye Courts belonging to the Hall 
(steeple added to it since it was built); Whilmorc Man* and all y" 
Floor of y e Body of ye Church to ye Chancell Door. No one beside 
ye Family can prescribe to Bury there, to whom every foot of ye 
L'ds'p belongs; from whence it seems plain y* ye Body of ye 
Church was formerly a Chappell to ye Hall. The Glebe lyes in ye 
midst of Mr. Whit more's demesne, who prescribes to pay 4* p[er] 
an[num] in lieu of White Tyths, Small Tyths, and Easter Dues. 
There are outlands w'ch lye in another Parish that pay Tyths to 
this Church, w cl1 'tis presumed belonged to ye Family at y e Hall, 
and were given to [the] Monastery] wth y e Church and Glebe and 
other Tyths.1

A narrow lane leading to the Hall stables now separates 
them, and church and churchyard are separately walled 
in. The frequent contiguity of church and hall must have 
been noticed even by the most casual observer. Mr. Addy2 
has shown that anciently both were often surrounded by 
moats, earthworks or other defences, and that early 
churches were often in close proximity to large mounds, 
some of which are known to have been burial mounds. 
Speaking of these earthworks and remains he remarks 
that one feature is common to many of them, and that is 
the conical mound which, as a rule, stands west or north­ 
west, of the church. Within the hall grounds, roughly 
north of Thurstaston church and abutting on the road to 
the railway station, is a mound which the writer has 
frequently regarded with suspicion. It is surmounted by 
a sun-dial, and though its summit is flat this may be owing 
to human agency or the result of time. On the other hand 
the land hereabouts is rolling and the mound may be 
natural.

DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH.
The church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew. 3 Other 

local churches are dedicated to him, but it is doubtful if 
more than one or two are very ancient Runcorn, Wilms-

1 Gastrell's Nntitia, i, 174, citing it as " Mr. Wliitinore's Acct. anno 1724."
2 Church and Manor, by Sidney Oldall Addy (1913), p. 105 et. $cq. A critique 

on this work appeared in the Athenceum, Feb. 8th, 1913.
3 Bacon's Liber Kegis.
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low, Church Minshull, and Barrow, in Cheshire, and 
Radcliffe in Lancashire. 1

THE CHURCH PLATE.
While Henry VIII sacrilegiously robbed the monasteries 

and cathedrals of their treasures, the seizure of parish 
church plate was not decided on until the last year of the 
reign of Edward VI, and some was left untouched till the 
days of the Protestant reaction which marked the accession 
of Elizabeth. But the parochial authorities, taking the 
alarm at the misfortunes befalling their more powerful 
neighbours the monasteries, guilds and fraternities, took 
advantage of the excuse afforded by the necessity of 
altering their churches and adapting them to the new and 
simple ritual and of repairing the damage done by the 
destruction of painted glass, images and all that could 
come under the denomination of " monuments of super­ 
stition," to dispose of a portion of their more valuable 
property by way of meeting these extraordinary expenses. 2

A little later we find an instance of just such a sale in the 
adjoining parish of Woodchurch, where it appears from 
certain depositions taken in 1566 that about two 
years previously " Robert Lenott [Lennard] and John 
Coventry, being churchwardens of the said parish, sold the 
chalice, vestment, albe and cope " to John Hocknell for 
405. 3 In 1549 Woodchurch possessed " iii chales," 4 one 
more than any church in the Hundred, but the writ is not 
quoted and we cannot safely infer that the other two 
chalices had already been sold from the use of the word 
" the " in the Deposition, although, as the present chalice 
is dated i625,5 it seems probable that they had been.

1 Ancient Church Dedications, by J. BrownbiU: (Trans. Hist. Soc., Lane. & 
Ches. LIV, 37, 41).

2 cf. Old English Plate, by W. J. Cripps (i 894), 32, 176-7.
3 The Cheshire Sheaf, 3 Series, i, p. 6; from Exchequer Depositions, Chester, 

8 Eliz. Easter, No. 2.
4 Ibid. 3 Series, n, p. 85.
5 Hist. Soc. Lane. & Ches. liii, p. 166.
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In 1548 Thurstaston was returned by the sheriffs as 
having " one chales " and " ii belles." Some time after 
1671 the church plate at Thurstaston would appear to 
have suffered a similar fate to that of Woodchurch. On 
January 26th of that year Thomas Younge and John 
Johnson, churchwardens, certify the bishop of Chester 
that " wee also have the Parish Register together with 
the plate and the Church-cloth's at our disposing when 
necessary." 1

The plate at present consists of: 
1. A flagon, with a hinged lid surmounted by a cross 

moline, by Elkington & Co., without marks or inscription; 
height g| inches, width at base 5| inches, at top 3|- inches.

2. A chalice 5 J inches high, 2\ inches wide at base, and 
3 inches at top; bearing the following inscription: 

Presented by Mrs. Browne2
of Thurstaston Hall,

to the Parish of Thurstaston.
A.D. 1827.

The marks on the chalice are:  
A. J. H. in script, the maker's name, which it does not appear

possible to trace. 
B. The lion passant. 
C. The leopard's (more properly the lion's), head, which being

after 1823 is uncrowned. 3
The above two marks are the London assay marks; the 

leopard's head was first established by statute in 1300 and the 
lion passant was first adopted at Goldsmiths' Hall in 1544-5, 
probably to show that notwithstanding the degradation of the 
standard of silver coinage, the standard for wrought plate was 
maintained to the old " sterling " quality. 4 
D. The date letter [i], 1826-7. 
E. Bust to sinister, George IV.

1 Ibid. LXIV, p. 60.
3 The grand-daughter of Joseph Whitmore and last representative of the 

Whitmores of Thurstaston.
3 Old English Plate, by W. J. Cripps.
4 English Goldsmiths and their Marks, by C. J. Jackson (1905).
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Under the base of the chalice in old figures is the date 1706, so 
that it may have been re-modelled.

3. A paten, with the same inscription and marks, and 
the figures or date, 1707, separate from the marks.

4. Another paten, modern and without inscription.

THE CHURCH BELLS.
The church bells are five in number, modern or recast 

by Taylor of Loughborough; they bear no inscription.1

THE CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS.
It is to be regretted no old accounts are extant, but the 

names of some of the wardens may be gathered from the 
register extracts and presentments in the Consistory 
Court.

INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CHURCH.
From the Harleian MS. No. 2151, f. i53d, we gather2 

four inscriptions at

Thurstaston church; 1668. 
On seu'all graue stones in the church 
John Whitmore Junior buried aug. y e 7th 1661. 
John Lockier buried aug' 20, 1665. 3 
Richard Lockier buried decemb. 15, 1665. 3 
Here lyeth the body of Margrett Yonge buried aug 7th i668. 4

The Owen MSS. give only three extant inscriptions. 5 
The following are all of the monumental inscriptions

now (1921) in the church, taken by the writer and the late
J. P. Rylands, F.S.A.

Over the arch, inside the porch, in one straight line, in
capital letters: 

1 Information of Mr. Steven of Irby.
2 Holographs of Wirral M.I.s penes me; the last inscription is not quite 

correctly given in dies. Sheaf, 35., iii, p. 29.
3 Transcript for the year lacking. Register begins 1706.
4 1668 Margret Young widdow was buried Augest ye 7,
5 V'ols. xix, 210, 242 ; xx, 43.
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We beseech thee to accept this our imperfect service. 
GEK AHK

Around the archway, in two lines, in capital letters:

>J< To the glory of God and in memory of Joseph Hcgan 
of Dawpool this church is dedicated by his daughters 1885.

Inside over the porch, is a painting of the arms of 
Queen Anne: Quarterly, ist and 4th England impaling 
Scotland; 2nd France; 3rd Ireland. Motto: Semper 
eadem.

On the north wall, next the porch, a bread-shelf: 
A° D. 1723 I MARY AlnSDALE LATE OF IR | BY MIL1 HILL LEFt

5 'it> to the POOR OF this pauish. The inteRest TheRe | OF to Be 
Given to th'em in | BREAD YEARLY on | the sacRAment nays 
FOR EVER | s mason c.w. 1

Above the bread shelf, a white marble tablet, with arms 
above in an early Chippendale frame: 

Arms: Argent, a Chevron between 
three pheons Sable [Smart], impaling 
Argent, a Chief Azure, [Haselwall, for 
Whitmore]. Crest: On a wreath, a 
phoenix with wings raised Argent, in 
flames Or.

To the memory of | LUCY | the wife of 
Baptist Smart \ Doctor of Physick; | of 
Cheltenham, in Gloster-Shire and Sixth 
Daughter of J. Whitmore, Esqr | of 
Thurstaston, | in the County of Chester, 

| who Depart'd this life November the 
23d 1744- 1 in the 23d Year of her Age. *

Lying loose in a window in the vestry in 1904, was a

1 Mary wife of Thomas Ainsdale of Great Meokein the parish of West Kirby, 
mariner, buried i April, 1723 (Regr.). Her will is not preserved at Chester. 
She married at Thurstaston, 30 October, 1716, Thomas Ainsdale of Great 
Meolse, yeoman.

2 In the chancel of the parish church at Cheltenham there is a monumental 
inscription: " In memory of | Baptist Smart, M.D., | late of this place | wh», 
after a long and painf ull illness, | departed this life (at the Hot Wells, Bristol) | 
Decemr 2o">, 1772, in the 63 d year of his age, | and lies interr'd at Clifton | 
Miscellanea Gen. cl Her. N.S. n, 373.
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carving, in white marble, of the figure of a nude winged 
cherub, with arms folded; issuant from between the legs 
is a broad ribbon passing upwards to the right and 
inscribed LUCY is NO MORE. To the left is a winged 
hour glass, with cross-bones below, and to the right is a 
skull, with a trumpet and a twisted and curved horn placed 
saltierwise. This was probably originally part of the 
monument to Mrs. Lucy Smart. It has now apparently 
disappeared.

On the west wall are three tablets, side by side, headed 
The names of the Rectors     of Thurstaston. 
Date of Inst 11

Simon de Moeles, subdeacon 1303, Deacon 1304. 
1320, Oct: 31. William de Byvynton, acolyte, preferred

to Astbury.
1327, Oct: 30. Roger de Lawton, clerk. 
1333, July 22. Thomas Ewyas, clerk, preferred to S.

Olave's, Chester.
T-336, Oct: 12. Philip Ewyas, clerk, resigned. 
1350, Sept: 7. Thomas de Bunnebury, chaplain, pre­ 

ferred to Eastham. 
1362,Sept: 17. Robert de Hondebrigge, Priest.

Robert de Crouton.
1390, Jan: 12. John Molynerus, chaplain, resigned. 
1424, July 19. William Gylowe, chaplain, resigned. 
1447, Nov:u. William Smith, Priest. 
1475, Oct: 2. James Dolphin, Priest. 
1487, Dec: 18. John Bennett, Priest. 
1507, Oct: 9. Richard Priestland, resigned; died at

Neston.
1542, Thomas Sharpe, clerk, resigned; buried

at Neston.
1601. June Henry Tottie, clerk, B.A. died.
1602. Jan: 15. Hugh Burches, clerk, M.A. 
1616, May 15. Richard Burches, clerk, M.A.
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[Second Tablet]
1634, Sion Venables, M.A. 
1636, Jan: Edward Bold, B.A., preferred to Haw-

arden; died there. 
1641, Oct: 21. Brian Lascelles, M.A. 
1662, John Watts, died.
1669, Sept: John Grooms, B.A., resigned, died at

Claughton, 1685; aged 37.
1679, William Thompson, M.A., Prebendary of

Chester.
1683, Robert Bradshaw, buried at Thurstaston. 
1689, Oct: 15. Peter Morrey, preferred to Neston : died

there 1719
1692, Jan: 22. Myles Atkinson. 
1705, Sep: 28. John Hudson. 
1752, Aug:25. Charles Henchman, M.A. 
1761, Nov. 28. John Prince, M.A.
1796, Feb: n. Joseph Eaton, M.A., Minor Canon of

Chester. 
1800, Dec: 6. James Winfield, Minor Canon of Chester.
1807. Oct: 31. George Harrison Larden, M.A., Minor

Canon of Chester
1808. May 3. James Ireland, M.A., Minor Canon of

Chester.
1824, John Fish, buried at Thurstaston, 24

July, 1858.
1858, Sept: Francis Edward Thurland, M.A., buried

at Thurstaston, 10 Ap: 1893.
1893. Sept: 20 Francis Alymer Frost, buried at Thur­ 

staston, 6 Ap: 1897. 
Date of Inst" [3rd Tablet] 
1897, Thomas Foster Clarke, resigned 1899. 
1900, July Ambrose Charlesworth, B.A.

A white marble tablet, with arms above among Jacobean 
ornaments: 

Arms: Sable, two lions counter passant, that in chief to



ro6 The Parish of Thurstaston.

sinister, Argent, langued Gules; a crescent for difference [Glegg]: 
impaling Per chevron embattled Or and Sable, three pelicans' 
heads erased vulning their necks, counterchanged; on a chief 
Argent, a fleur-de-lys between two estoiles Gules [Scorer].

Here lycth ye body of Edward Glegge of Irby Gen' Second 
Son to Edward Glegge I of Grange Esqr who departed this life the

15"' day of December Anno: Dom: 1703 in I ye forty third 
yeare of his age leaving= three Sons & two Daughters by Jane 
his wife then living onely daughter of John Scorer of West" 
minster London Gen' Also the Body of Jane Glegge his 
wife who died March the 4"' 1720 in the 46"' Year of her age I

On the west wall there is a copy of the inscription on the 
tower of the old church. Beneath hangs a small painted 

board, the colours faded. Arms: 
Argent, a chief Azure, impaling 
[Vert] fretty [Or.]. On an esquire's 
helmet, out of a crest-coronet Or, a 
lion's head per pale Argent and 
Azure, collared with a ribbon tied in 
a bow at the back also Azure, 
langued Gules. At the sides of the 
shield: EITHER | FOR EVER. | 
Below is the inscription:

Ellin third Wife to 
lohn Whitmore esqr 
1650.

The dexter coat is for Haselwall and the sinister coat 
for Whitmore. Both were used by the Whitmores.

In the same wall a white marble tablet. Arms: a 
chevron between three pheons, impaling Glegg; crest a 
stag's head.

Sacred I to the memory of Lucy, the beloved wife 
Revd John Egerton, A.M. I of Chester and the daughter 
late John Glegg of Irbie, Esqr She died AUJ 25'" 1833,
61. | Also to the memory of | the said Revd John Egerton, 
died April 29"' 1847, I aged 84.

of the 
of the 

aged 
who
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EGERTON.

This family is descended from Thomas Egerton, of 
Walgrange, co. Stafford, Citizen and Mercer of London, 
and Master of the Mint in the reign 
of Queen Mary, who is said, with 
probability, to have been a son of 
Wm. Egerton of Betley, co. Stafford 
(see Visit. Ches. 1580, Harl. Soc. 
p. 98) by a second, unrecorded, wife, 
a daii. of   Welbeck of London.

The above Thomas Egerton's son, 
grandson and great-great-grandson, 
all named Thomas, were rectors of 
Adstock, co. Bucks, and the last of 
these rectors, who died in 1720, was tl Sable -, a chevron between

' ' ' three pheons Argent. Im-
the great-grandfather of the Rev. paling Glegg.
John Egerton, Preacher of Bunbury, 1805-1829, who
married Lucy Glegg.

The arms borne by these Egertons were Sable, a chevron 
between 3 pheons Argent; crest, a stag's head erased . . . 
According to the MS. pedigree etc. made by the above 
John Egerton in 1825, his family quartered, 2nd, Ermine 
a fesse Gules, fretty Or, for Hawkestone, 3rd, Argent, a 
chevron between 3 water bougets Sable, for Hill, and 4th 
Vert, a chevron between 3 talbots passant Argent, for 
Hownhill. These quarterings are tricked, with some 
inaccuracies, in the Visit, of Bucks, 1634 (Harl. Soc. p. 51) 
and there are notes of the family in Staffordshire Pedigrees 
(Harl. Soc. pp. 80, 81).

The arms and quarterings were on a brass in Horton 
Church, near Leek, co. Stafford, to the memory of John 
Wedgewood, who died 1589, and his wife Mary, who died 
1582, and was a daughter of Thomas Egerton of Wal­ 
grange, Esq., the Master of the Mint, etc.

In the same wall, a window of three lights, with the 
inscription in capital letters:
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In. enduring, remembrance, of. Grace. Ellen. I wife of Adam.
Kennard. and. daughter, of. Joseph. Hegan. who. died. Sepf. 

[verse].2O th 1880 | by many who loved her.

The font is modern.
In the south wall at west end, a white marble tablet, the 

arms, which were above, have disappeared. Motto: 
EITHER FOR EVER. The inscription in capital letters: 

Sacred | to the memory of | Lucy | relict of Charles Browne, 
of Marchwiel Hall in the county | of Denbigh, Esquire, I grand­ 
daughter and sole descendant | of Joseph Whitmore, of Thur­ 
staston Hall in this county, Esquire; I she departed this life

at a very advanced age, 
through the merits of her

the 5 th day of November A.D. 1832, 
in the hope of a blessed resurrection I 
Redeemer.

On same wall going east are six brasses, the first 
opposite the door, the next two under the middle window, 
the last three under the easternmost window of the nave: 

1. In Loving Memory of those who fell in the great war 1914- 
1918 I Thomas Baker, Fred Carr, M.M., Charles Fairbanks | 
Edwin Lester, Frank Lester, V.C., William Lee Haddock 
"their name liveth for evermore." |

2. To the Glory of God and in dear memory of our Grand­ 
mother Margaret Ismay | who passed away on the 9th of 
April 1907 in her seventieth year | this tablet is placed here by 
all her loving grandchildren | [text],

3. To the Honour and Glory of God and | in ever loving 
memory of our dear Mother I Margaret Ismay I born 13"' April 
1837. died 9"' April 1907 this brass is dedicated by her Sous 
and Daughters, [text].

4. To. the. Glory, of. God. and. in. loving, memory, of
Margaret. Alice, wife. of. James. Ismay. and eldest, daughter, of.

| Hugh. 6 th . Marquis, of Hertford, born. March. 22"d . 1869.
died. August. i8 (h 1901, | this, tablet, is placed, by. some of.
those, who. loved, her. | [verse] |

5. At the top of this brass is a representation of the 
ship " Indefatigable." The inscription in capital letters:

To the Glory of God and in Memory of Thomas Henry Ismay,
D.L., J.P., | one of the founders, and for nearly 30 years Chairman

I of the I Training Ship O " Indefatigable." I This tablet was
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placed by the Commander, Officers, and Boys, | as a tribute of 
their gratitude for his generosity, | and unvarying interest in their 
welfare. 1900. I

6. Tliis inscription in capital letters:
In loving memory of William Atherton of Liverpool, who was 

born 24"' April, 1803, I died 3 rd Janry 1889, in humble trust in 
God I the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, | this brass was 
placed by a few of his | attached friends.

Above the second and third brasses a window of three 
lights with this inscription in church letters:

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Margaret 
Ismay who | died April ix MDCCCVII in the LXX year of her age, 
fully I trusting in God's mercy. This window is erected | by 
her sons and daughters.

Above the last three brasses is a window of three lights; 
the inscription in old English letters:

To the Glory of God | and in loving memory of | Thomas 
Henry Ismay | who died Novr xxiii. mdcccxcix in the Ixiii year 
of his age I fully trusting in God's mercy. |

On the south side of the chancel screen, a brass:  

To the Glory of God I and in ever loving memory of Margaret 
Alice born March 22, 1869 died August 18. 1901. | wife of 
James Ismay | and eldest daughter of Hugh | 6 th Marquis of 
Hertford | this tablet is placed by her | husband and their two 
children | Winifred Margaret and Dorothy Alys.

At the east end of the north wall of the nave, a window 
of three lights; the inscription in old English letters: 

To the memory of Thomas Henry Ismay | J.P., D.L., Founder 
and Chairman of the White Star Line this window was | erected 
by those whose privelege it was | to serve under his wise | and 
kindly administration. I

In the north wall of the chancel, opposite the south 
transept, a window of three lights; under it a brass, the 
inscription in capital letters: 

This Window is erected by Thomas Henry and Margaret Ismay 
in loving memory I of their son Henry Sealby who died May 3rd, 
1866 aged 2 years and of their daughter | Mary who died January 
4th 1871 aged n years God is love  I
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On the same wall four brasses: 
(1) The inscription in capital letters: below a window of one 

light: 
In loving memory of John Hegan, | who died Jan: 15"' 1876, 

by his children | " The path of the just is as the shining light." | 
Prov. iv, 18 |

(2) The inscription in Old English letters: 
To the Glory of God the Father Son and Holy Ghost | In 

loving and grateful memory of the life of , Francis Aylmer 
Frost, | Rector of this Parish | 1893-1897, j Born Aug: 12"' 1856, 
entered into rest April 2nd 1897. I [text from Prov. iv, 18].

(3) An ornamental brass, with raised letters and canopy work.
Arms: above, Ermine, on a chief indented [Gules] three plain 

letters T[Or]. Crest: A man's head in profile proper, vested in a 
cloak, and couped at the shoulders. Motto: NIL NISI CRUCE. 
The inscription in capital letters: 

In Loving Memory of | Francis Edward Thurland, M.A., | 
Rector of this Parish for 35 years, | this Memorial was erected by 
his daughter, parishioners, and friends, | as a token of affection 
and esteem for | one who bore much affliction | with patience and 
resignation to God's will. 1 He entered into rest on April 6 th 
1893, | aged 73 years, | deeply regretted by all. | " Whom the 
Lord loveth, he chasteneth." |

(4) Below a window of one light the inscription in capital 
letters: 

In affectionate remembrance of Joseph Hegan | who died 
April 5* 1865. | by his godson Edmund Hegan Kennard. | [text 
from Prov. xx, 7].

On the south wall of the chancel, below a window of one 
light, a brass, the inscription in capital letters: 

To the beloved memory of Anne Elizabeth, | wife of Joseph 
Hegan and daughter of John | Waterhouse, died Jan: 20. 1848. 
By her daughters. | [Text from Prov: xxxi, 28].

On the same wall, below a window of one light, a brass, 
the inscription in capital letters: 

In grateful remembrance of many members of the Waterhouse | 
family, by some who loved them. | [Text from Mal: iii, 17].

On the organ in capital letters: 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Thomas Henry 

Ismay D.L. of Dawpool this window is erected by his daughters 
1905.



Lychgate, Sundial, Font. in

THE CHURCHYARD.
The churchyard is entered by a lychgate bearing this 

inscription in capital letters: " To the glory of God and 
in loving memory of Thomas Henry Ismay, | erected by 
Margaret Ismay November, 1900." |

Lychgates are so named from the old Anglo-Saxon 
word lich, meaning corpse, because they stood at the 
entrance of the churchyard, where the bearers of the dead 
might deposit their burden, and rest awhile before passing 
through, and into the church for the solemn funeral rites. 
Some lychgates are actually provided with a long flat slab 
for this very purpose. Usually also they are fitted with 
benches.

The rubric of the Prayer Book of 1549 directed that the 
officiating minister at funerals should go to meet the 
corpse at the " church style," i.e., lychgate; and again 
according to the Prayer Book now in use (of the year 1662), 
the clergyman and the clerks meeting the corpse " at the 
entrance of the churchyard" (i.e., at the lychgate, 
wherever one exists), there begin the burial service, and 
thence precede the body into the church. 1

All of the monuments, with the exception of that to 
those who fell in the great war, are on the south side of the 
yard. In former times preference was given to the south 
and east sides for burial, the north side being reserved for 
suicides, still-born infants and those excommunicated or 
executed.

In 1883 one rood thirty four perches were conveyed 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners by Mr. Birkenhead 
Glegg, for the enlarging of the yard. 2

The sundial is of stone, chamfered, and stands on three 
steps. The gnomon is gone. On the plate is engraved:  
W. M. Jeffries. John Broster. Churchwardens. | 1844 |

On the west side of the yard is the old stone font about
1 Old Crosses and Lychgales, by Aymer Vallaiice, 1920, 164. 
- Rackham MS.




