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TRANSACTIONS.

THE PARISH OF THURSTASTON.

By F. C. Beazley, F.S.A. 

Read 10 April, 1924.

THE singular ignorance of the urban dwellers of Birken- 
head, other than sportsmen, with regard to the many 

still unspoiled villages and old churches and halls only a 
few miles from their doors has often struck the writer, and 
to his astonishment he has not infrequently been asked 
where hamlets such as Stoak and Shotwick are. Thousands 
however, know Thurstaston, and it is hoped that such 
few notes regarding its past as he has been able to glean 
may be of interest to those accustomed to resort thither 
merely on pleasure bent, as well as to the antiquary. Yet, 
in spite of the adage qui s'excuse s'accuse, let it at once be 
said that the writer had not long been engaged upon his 
task before he found himself in difficulties. There is a 
proverb " Happy is the nation which has no history." 
If this saying applies also to a parish, then Thurstaston 
is undoubtedly a parish as happy as it is beautiful; it has 
no history, and indeed it almost seems at times as if a 
conspiracy had existed to stop us from learning anything 
about it. The descent of the manor is difficult, the 
county historian's pedigree of its lords leaves much to be 
desired, while evidences as to the later portion thereof, 
such as bishop's transcripts, parish registers and wills 
are scanty; and though the old hall remains, the Norman 
church as well that which succeeded it have been swept 
away, only a very humble tower of the second structure
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remaining, and even the church plate is modern. Let us, 
however, hope that with diligence something may be 
retrieved from the maw of " hungry time."

Thurstaston is easily accessible either by rail, the 
station being a short mile from the church, or by the 
modern motor char-a-banc. Being, however, lovers of 
the countryside we will choose the latter, and alighting at 
Thingwall corner enjoy a half hour's walk across the 
central plateau of Wirral to the eastern border of the 
parish at Irby. Leaving on our right a stone - built 
farm house we turn a bend in the road, and looking over 
the trim hedges and green meadows of Arrowe we catch, 
between the woods, a glimpse of the blue sea. Close to 
the shore glisten in the sun the white sails of a yacht: 
almost on the horizon and hardly discernible steams an 
outward-bound liner, leaving a long trail of black smoke 
in its wake.

Turning from the sea, and continuing our way, soon 
there looms in front of us, apparently on the horizon, the 
scarp of Thurstaston Hill; shortly afterwards the road 
dips to a little valley, dividing the plateau, through which 
flows Arrowe brook; on the left is a wood whence the 
hoarse cawing of rooks seems to warn us that they resent 
our presence.

Mounting the hill on the further side of the brook we 
obtain a more extended view of the sea and of yellow 
dunes bounding the Lancashire coast and are now in the 
confines of Irby village. On the right we notice a number 
of large upright sandstones along the roadside a some­ 
what cumbrous and expensive method of fencing, one 
would imagine. They were probably hewn from a quarry 
on the opposite side of the road, which is marked in the 
Ordnance map of 1872. Leaving Mr. Haddock's farm on 
the left we pass on the other side the Prince of Wales Inn, 
with its sign of the three feathers and the motto " Ich 
dien." 1 .

1 See note in Appendix.
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Ball of Irby. ' 3

Bevond the thatched post-office and store we come to 
two farm houses that on the right called " The Rookery 
Farm," that on the left " Irby Farm." The latter is a 
large brick and stone building and ,-=-^- 
was formerly the residence of the ,f 
Balls of Irby, one of the numerous 
branches of the Balls of Tushingham 
in Broxton hundred, whose curious | 
coat is known to all Cheshire armor- 
ists : Gules, a leg in pale, couped at 
the thigh, erased at the ankle, Argent, 
pierced through the calf with a 
plough coulter of the last, the leg 
vulned, Proper. The house, with the 
exception of the north gable, probably dates from the 
early part of the eighteenth century. 1 Over the door 
on the east side is a plate with the incised initials

B 
G E

IY J 1 
The initials stand for George Ball of Irby and E . . . .
his wife. George Ball seems to have died in Chester and 
his will was proved there in 1742.

High up on the north gable is a second plate, bearing a 
neatly cut inscription with the letters and date in relief, 
but unfortunately it is somewhat worn and the initials are 
not very distinct; it appears to be

W.B. E.B. A.D.
1613

R.C. E.R.
The first line evidently stands for William Ball and 

Ellen Ball Ms wife, with A.D. for Anno Domini. The 
date may be either 1613 or 1618, the last iigure not being 
quite clear. The lower line is very indistinct and the

1 Cj. the Cheshire Sheaf, 35. vii, 10; xiv, 60. Only the east side of the house 
above the foundations is of brick.
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letters R.C. and E.R. are only probably correct. No 
satisfactory explanation of their meaning has yet been 
suggested. William Ball of Irby, who was a man of some 
distinction in the hundred of Wirral during the last decade 
of the sixteenth and the early years of the seventeenth 
century, was baptised at Woodchurch on the 23rd January 
1572-3. He married about 1595 Ellen daughter of John 
Ball of Irby and Thurstaston, probably a cousin, and had 
numerous children. He was disclaimed at the herald's 
visitation in 1613, but a good pedigree of nine generations 
seems to have been prepared a little later than this by one 
of the Randall Holmes and may be seen in Harl. MS. 2119, 
ff. i8id., 182.

On the west gable of the barn is a lozenge-shaped 
plate, with four roses or rosettes in the corners and a heart 
between the two letters

G B 
1722

perhaps standing for George Ball, of Irby, aged four in 
1681 and buried at Woodchurch, i June, 1724. 1

A few yards beyond the Ball house and on the other side 
of the road stands " Manor Farm," a small stone house 
\\ith nmllioned and hooded windows; some of the latter 
are small to modern ideas, but in its proportions and 
style it is a little gem. There is something indefinably 
pleasing about old English houses. Our ancestors
liked their rooms of many shapes and not at right angles in the 
corners, nor all on the same dead level of flooring. You had to go 
up a step into one, and down a step into another, and along a 
winding passage into a third, so that each part of the house had its 
individuality .... A man's house was not only his castle, a 
man's house was himself. . . . Now we walk in and out of our 
brick boxes unconcerned whether we live in this villa or that, here 
or yonder. 2

We now reach a cross road leading southwards past the

1 Information of Mr. W. F. Irvine.
2 J-'ielil ami Hedgerow, by Richard Jeftries (1897), 105.
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Anchor Inn. 5

old hail of Irby to Heswall, and northwards curving round 
to Thurstaston, and at this point stands the village inn  
the Anchor.

Anchors whether for shops or inns, have always been 
favourite signs. Thus we have the " Blue Anchor," the 
" Blue Anchor and Ball " in Cheapside; the " Sheet 
Anchor," at Whitmore, in Staffordshire; the " Foul 
Anchor," a sign of two public houses at Wisbeach, im­ 
plying no doubt that guests were unable to leave such 
comfortable quarters; the " Raffled Anchor," Swan's 
Quay, North Shields, and so on. 1

From the road the inn looks modern, and indeed the 
front part of the house was built by Mr. Thomas Rowland, 
maternal uncle of the present tenant Mr. Rowland Cross. 
The back portion, however, appears to have been an 
ancient cottage, probably of the ijth century, which 
consisted of two rooms on the ground floor, with rooms 
above reached by a small stairway, the foot of whose 
newel post may still be seen in the little parlour; the old 
entrance door, now walled up, was at the foot of the stairs 
on the north side. The walls of this portion of the house 
are very thick and the ceilings are oak-beamed; in the 
parlour is a small mullioned window of two lights and in 
the passage another very small window, the passage and 
parlour being divided by panelling which, apparently 
ancient and well in keeping with the room, is in reality 
modern. The pattern work is of cast iron, painted, and 
the panelling was discarded from St. Mary's church, 
Birkenhead, where similar work may still be seen. 2

For how many years the sign of the Anchor has instilled 
hope in the weary traveller one cannot determine, but 
there certainly was an alehouse somewhere in the village 
in Queen Elizabeth's day; for amongst "The names of 
all persons which kepe ale houses wythin this hund[red]

1 The History of Signboards, Larwood and Hotten, i86t>.
2 Since the above was written the room has been modernised.
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of Weroll beyng bund be obligacio 1 the xxviij day of 
June in the iij yere of the Queenes Majesty's] reyne " 
[1561], we find that of " Wylliafm] Balle of Yrby," while 
" Thomas Anion of Thurstynton " and " Robert Newbot 
of Gresbye " were hosts in the adjacent villages. 2 An inn 
stood formerly on the west side of the entrance drive of 
Dawpool, a site now within the grounds; it is numbered 92 
on the tithe map.

The eastern boundary of the parish of Thurstaston is 
for the most part extremely irregular. Thus while the 
inn is just within the parish of Woodchurch the hall and 
the two fields to the north and west of it are in the parish 
of Thurstaston, and " the manor house and demesne of 
Ireby " paid tythes to that rectory. 3

Nearly opposite the inn is a brick barn, in the wall of 
which is a red sandstone plate with rosettes in the upper 
corners and bearing the initials and date

G 
I B

representing, no doubt, John Glegg of Irby and Backford, 
esquire, and Betty his wife, daughter of John Baskervyle, 
of Withington, esquire, who assumed the name of Glegg, 
by Mary his wife, daughter and finally heiress of Robert 
Glegg, of Gayton, esquire.

IRBY HALL.
Both Ormerod and Sulley describe Irby Hall as a 

timber and plaster building, and the latter, writing in 
1889, states that it is " now rapidly falling into decay." 
Since then it has been restored. The front, facing east, 
certainly presents the familiar Cheshire " black and 
white," but the sides and back are of solid stone and the

1 The foundation of our present licensing system was laid by the Act of 1552 
which empowered the justices to issue licences and take recognisances.

2 MS. 46 in the Mayer Free Library, Bebington.
3 Gastrell's Kolitia.
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Irby Hall. 7

chimneys are massive. It stands within a rectangular 
moated enclosure upon the site of the old manor house of 
the abbey of St. Werburgh. The enclosure is not 
exactly square as indicated by Ormerod; the north and 
south sides are about a hundred paces long, the east and 
west about eighty-live. The moat on the east side has 
practically disappeared; on the south, west and western 
portion of the north side it remains. On the north, 
broken at the east end, and on the west side, there is a 
high bank outside the moat, which in former days was 
doubtless continued along the other two; and one may 
conjecture that some sort of breastwork stood upon the 
top of the bank, from behind which archers and crossbow- 
men might shoot in defence of the hall against any bands 
of marauding Welshmen, while if hard pressed they 
could withdraw across the moat, by a temporary bridge, 
to the hall itself. On the left of the'entrance is a dial post, 
but there is no sun-dial ; there is no old oak or any 
carving within the hall. The illustration shows the hall 
as it was before restoration.

Retracing our steps towards the inn and passing through 
a wicket just before reaching it, we enter the field to the 
north and west of the hall already alluded to and are in a 
detached portion of the parish of Thurstaston. The field 
path leads across it to a little bog, gay, in their season, with 
king cups and other water-loving flowers, and the source 
of Greasby brook. On the further side of the bog, under a 
tree, there is a well ; this, before water from Prenton 
was laid on some twenty-five years ago, was the source of 
supply for the people of the village, who stood upon a 
large stone beside it while drawing for their needs. 1 
Whether or not this is the ancient well " called Londy- 
mere," mentioned in the agreement2 between Thomas of 
Byrch-Hylles, abbot of St. Werburgh from 1291 to 1323, :!

1 Information of Mr. R. Cross.
2 Chartulary of St. Werburgh's, Harl. MS. 1695,1'. 25 (old 32). See page 12.
3 Record .S'oc. Lane. &  Ches. i,xiv, 103.
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and William son of Patrick de Hasilwalle as to the 
boundaries between their respective manors of Irreby and 
Thurstanston, is uncertain, but there docs not appear to be 
any other well in the locality which would suit. Crossing 
the next field, which is in the parish of Woodchurch, we 
enter the main body of Thurstaston parish. Another 
field, passing a fir wood cut down in the Great War, brings 
us to Mr. Hughes' " Hill Farm." Crossing the farmyard 
and leaving Mr. Langley's1 " Ivy Lodge " on the left, we 
reach the high road and the main entrance to the mansion 
called

DAWPOOL. 2

Dawpool was built by the late Thomas Henry Ismay in 
1884, from designs by Mr. Norman Shaw. It represents, 
perhaps more perfectly than any other of his works, the 
earlier manner of its designer, the manner that was 
inspired by Tudor examples, yet took on a character so 
rightly modern. Coleridge says in his Biographia Literaria 
that " to admire on principle is the only way to imitate 
without loss of originality." It is because Mr. Norman 
Shaw had absorbed so fully the principles rather than the 
accidents of the first age of English country-house building 
that the originality of the work stands so clearly confessed. 
The plan bears no sort of relation to that of any historical 
house; it is entirely modern; yet starting with this 
groundwork, the elements of chimney, gable, mullion and 
bay have been so skilfully arranged that no little of the 
romance of historical architecture has been created. In 
less able hands they would have degenerated into a welter 
of fussiness, but at Dawpool the note of coherent gravity 
remains. The problem was seen whole.

The house is approached on its north-east side by a 
winding drive that leads the visitor through a moorland 
space brilliant with furze, heather and bracken, and

1 Lan^ley is an old name iu the parish.
2 Doubtless so called from the hamlet on the shore.
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buried at Thurstaston on the 27th of the same month. 
His success may be gauged by the fact that his real estate 
was sworn at £1,297,881 gross. By his will he left £1000 
to the incumbent of Thurstaston, the interest to be for the 
use of the poor of the parish. Margaret his widow died at 
Cadogan Square, London, on the gth and was buried at 
Thurstaston on the i2th April, 1907. She gave the great 
east window in Liverpool Cathedral in memory of her 
husband, augmented the living of Thurstaston and built 
new schools on the moor.

From the main entrance to Dawpool a steep hill over­ 
arched with trees, between whose boughs we catch lovely 
glimpses of the estuary of the Dee and the Welsh hills, 
leads down to the flat lands below; at its foot on the left 
the church, the old hall and village; on the right, a thatched 
cottage standing in a garden gay with flowers and the 
modern Dawpool " Home Farm." Behind the cottage a 
rocky bank covered with gorse, heather and broom blazes 
in summer, and between it and the church and hall is 
spread a large green amongst the trees.

I. TOPOGRAPHY.
The parish of Thurstaston comprises the township of 

Thurstaston, with parts of the townships of Irby and 
Greasby, the remainder of these being in Woodchurch and 
West Kirby respectively. The eastern side is tableland, 
reaching its highest point in Thurstaston Hill, while the 
western slopes gently to the sea. Thurstaston Hill is 300 
feet above sea level as against Prenton 259, Bidston 231, 
Tranmere 180; the highest point in the Hundred is in 
Heswall, 359 feet. 1

The parish is bounded on the north by West Kirby; on 
the south by Heswall, and on the east by Woodchurch;

1 The Wirral 1'fninsula, by W. Ilcwitt (19^2), 17-18.
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the western boundary is formed by the estuary of the Dee. 
In 1874 an order in Council, dated 20 October, transferred 
a parcel of ground on which are 12 cottages called " Up 
Caldy " (now called Caldy Cottages), 22 a. 2 r. 6 p., from 
the parish of West Kirby to that of Thurstaston. 1 On 
the east side the boundary is very irregular; and though 
the boundaries of manors and parishes are not always 
conterminous, in this instance the eastern boundary at 
least would appear, from an agreement made between the 
eibbot of Chester and William son of Patrick de Hasil- 
walle circa 1300, to have been very roughly so.

By the unanimous consent of Thomas 3 abbot of Chester and 
William son of Patrick de Hasilwalle, sure bounds were made 
between the manors of Irreby and Thurstanston: Beginning at the 
head of an old ditch where there was formerly a house for lepers; 
thence straight to a well walled round with large stones, which is 
called Londymcrc; through the middle of this well straight to a 
little hill called Knukyn; as the meres now newly made more 
fully show. Each manor shall have the use of this well without 
hindrance by the other but without claiming any part of the soil 
outside its own boundary. The abbot and convent renounce all 
claim to land on the Thurstanston side of these new boundaries, 
as William renounces all claim to any on the Irreby side. 3

Mr. Irvine is of opinion that this line ran from a point on 
Irb}^ Mill Hill to the well on the west edge of a small bog 
next the footpath from Irby to Thurstaston already 
mentioned, and thence to a pit hole on the east side of the 
Heswall to Thurstaston road, near which there is a rise of 
ground. This solution appears reasonable; Irby Mill Hill 
would be a lonely spot suitable for a leper house, and the 
well and rise of ground are as has been said on boundary 
lines of the parish. The names Londymere and Knukyn 
are not in the tithe map, nor is Steyncolesdale.

In 1298 William son of Sir Patrick de Haselwell sur-

1 Rackhain's Notes.
2 Thomas of Byrch-Hylles; elected 1291, died 1323.
3 Harl. MS. 1965, Chartulary of St. Werburgh's, f. 35 (old 32). Churlulary of 

Chester Abbey (Chetham Soc.), e<J. Tail, 1't. ii.
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rendered to his father the manor of Thurstaston, excepting 
two bovates of land, a barn and plot of land adjacent and 
a valley called Steyncolesdale. 1 Mr. Rackham thought it 
was what is now called Tinkersdale.

A discussion of the place-name Thurstaston will be 
found in the Appendix. It appears to be simply " Thur- 
stan's tun," or farm.

Dawpool was the name given formerly to a hamlet 
composed of a few houses on the bank of the estuary 
north of the present railway station. At first sight it 
is a little difficult to decide its exact location. The 
old charts, being naturally more concerned with the 
pool than the hamlet, are somewhat vague as to the latter. 
Teesdale's map, 1830, places it just outside the northern 
boundaries of the parish at the end of a lane leading from 
Caldy, while Bryant's2 shows a lane called Dalpool lane 
running from Thurstaston to the shore; following the 
course of the present road for a short distance, it then 
curved northwards and westwards until it reached the 
estuary where the " site of Dalpool town " is shown just 
within the parish. Entries in the register show that in the 
first quarter of the i8th century there were at least eight 
families in Dawpool, and the conclusion seems to be that 
Dawpool proper was in Thurstaston and that other 
scattered houses towards Caldy bore the same name. 
This conclusion is borne out by the tithe map, which 
shows fields (Nos. 5 and 37), " Dawpool meadow." on the 
north side of the railway station bridge.

The following are the notices of Dawpool in various 
charts and maps: 

(693, Capt. Greenvile Collins' Great Britain's Coasting Pilot (i, 
15) gives these " Directions for sailing over Chester-Bar . . . 
Keeping Hailsand without you . . . you ma}' sail up to Dort-pool 
or Nesson or \Vild-road or Highlake this way .... If you

1 Chester Plea Roll 10 (25-6 Edward I), m. nd.
2 Published by A. Bryant, 27 Great Ormond St., London, from an actual 

survey by him in 1829, 1830 and 1831.
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would sail up to Dort-Pool and Nesson you must have a care of the 
out Scar-Kocks . . . You may Anchor at Dort-Pool in three 
Fathom water."

Map No. 30, dated 1689, shows Dorpoole as one house on the 
shore, without any sign of a quay, as at Neston. The Scar Rocks 
are opposite West Kirby. Eerbey-hall is marked.

The following have also been consulted, but they give 
practically no fresh information. The name is usually 
spelt Dalpool. (i) Murdock Mackenzie, sen., A Maritim 
Survey of Ireland and the West of Great Britain, taken by 
order of the Admiralty, vol. ii, 1776. (2) Capt. Joseph 
Huddart, The Coasting Pilot for Great Britain and Ireland] 
map dated 12 May, 1794. (3) C. Smith's New Map of the 
County Palatine of Chester, 1804. (4) George Thomas, A 
Survey of the harbour of Liverpool, made by order of the 
Admiralty, 1813. (5) James Hunter's New Map of the 
Hundred of Wirral, Chester, 1820. (6) W. Swire and 
W. F. Hutchings' Map of the County Palatine of Chester, 
1830.

Just about half a mile north of Thurstaston station, on 
the northern boundary of the parish, a tiny stream flows 
into the estuary. On the shore at this point is a massive 
rounded archway of the local red sandstone, some of the 
stones being as much as six feet long. From this a jetty 
runs into the sea while the beach for some distance around 
is strewn with a quantity of squared stones; it would 
appear as if at some time there had been a quay, or a sea 
wall to protect the bank against erosion, and that the 
archway was made to allow the stream (which would be 
larger in winter) egress to the sea. The bed of the stream 
for some distance from its mouth contains many squared 
stones. Further north a line of large and long stones 
stretches along the beach for a considerable distance. 
None of the work appears of any great age.

Sulley mentions that " in 1823 efforts had been made to 
establish a dock and a line of steamers at Dawpool," and 
adds, " Fortunately all these schemes came to nought."
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The scheme is thus referred to in the Gentleman's Magazine
Of I822. 1

The establishment of the port at Dawpool, near Chester, is iu 
progress, and a speedy report is expected on the subject from that 
intelligent engineer Mr. Telford. Independently of the general 
accommodation which packets would afford at that station, the 
ready communication between Dublin and the depot at Chester, 
where nearly 40,000 stand of arms are kept, with other warlike 
stores, is a subject of vital importance, especially at a time when 
the sister Island is in a state of dangerous fermentation."

I have not been able to rind any advertisements of the 
sailing of packets from Dawpool in the Liverpool news­ 
papers of the period. The scheme was soon abandoned. z 
It would appear, however, that previous to this time some 
importations were made at Dawpool, as the parish registers 
contain the burial entries of two officers of customs at 
Dawpool, in the years 1777 and 1792.

Lists of vessels hailing from Wirral in 1541, 1544 an(i 
1571, are extant in the City of Chester archives; 3 but 
while Hilbre, West Kirby and Caldy to the north and 
Heswall and Neston to the south are credited with a 
number of trading vessels, none appear as belonging to 
Dawpool. Dean Swift, it may be mentioned, landed at 
" Darpool " from Dublin in 1707 and sailed thence for 
Ireland in 1709.*

In 1860-1 John Baskervyle Glegg (in respect of the 
Hundred of Caldy), was returned in the list of Lords of the 
Manors entitled to unclaimed wreck, his rights extending 
from Leighton on Dee to Seacombe (except the manors of 
Caldy, Wallasey and Liscard). 5

1 Vol. xcn, pt. i, 364.
3 It was not until the early years of the nineteenth century that the long 

struggle between the Dee and the Mersey came to an end, the contest being 
abandoned when Dawpool and Connah's Quay were given up as points of 
departure for Ireland through the same silting trouble. See The Evolution of 
a Coast Line, by William Ashton (1020), 167.

3 Wirral N. & Q. I, 16 el seq.
4 Wirral K. &Q. i, 16.
5 The Wapentake of Wirral, by Ronald Stewart-Brown, 13711.
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IRBY.
Hugh Lupus granted Erby (or Erberia) to his newly 

founded abbey of St. Werburgh, Chester, in 1093. The 
manor house has been described above. After the 
dissolution of the abbey the manor was sold by the crown, 
and after several changes became eventually the property 
of Edward Glegg of Irby, esq.

Edward Glegge of Irby, gent., died in 1703, and has a 
memorial tablet (see below) in Thurstaston church, which 

gives particulars of his family. His 
will, dated 10 December, 2 Ann, 1703, 
was proved C.C. Chester by John 
Scorer, 29 Jan. 1703[-4], power being 
reserved to Jane Glegge, the widow, 
and John Glegge renouncing. 1

All debts etc. to be paid except a 
charge of £1000 upon my estate. All 
personal estate shall go and be amongst 
my yonger children equally as they attain 
ye age of one and twenty. Whereas I did 
sometyme purchase two or more certaine 

Sable, 2 lions counter- closes m irby called ye Longloones and 
passant in pale, argent. Sowerloones8 my eldest sonn and hdre

shall have ye same paying my yonger children one hundred pounds 
when he shall attain the age of one and twenty, if there be three 
or more then living, but if but two then nothing at all. My wife 
shall have all my estate [etc.] in Greasby during widowhood and 
untill my sonn attain ye age of one and twenty . . . over and above 
ye interest of a debt due from ye estate of Sr. John \Vcnden of 
London, knight. If wife re-marry before, then she is to have £20 
and testator bequeathes all estate in Greasby and Irby and all 
personal estate to Sir William Glegge of Geaton, knight, John 
Scorer of London, ^'entr, John Glegge of Tranmoore, gentl", for ye 
use of my children as is aforesid. If sons die without lawful 
issue leaves all estate in Irby and Greasby which was formerly the 
lands of Edward Glegge of Grange, esqr., deceased, my late father, 
to my nephew Edward Glegge of Grange, esqr., and his heires males

1 On i Oct., 1708 Jane Glcgg appeared and was sworn
2 Sour Loons is a field towards Greasby and west of Limbo lane. Long 

Loons does not appear to be in the parish.

GLICGG.
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ycilding to my daughters five hundred pounds over and above ye 
mortgage of one thousand pounds. Appoints as executors my 
father-in-law John Scorer of London, my wife Jane Glegge, John 
Glegge, my onely brother. Witnesses: John Glegge, Ann Jackson 
Thomas Yong.

Armorial seal, indistinguishable.

The will of Jane Glegg of the City of Chester, widow, 
weake, dated 10 Nov., 7 George, 1720, was proved C.C. 
Chester 8 July 1721, by the executrix. Jane Glegg was 
buried at Thurstaston as relict of Edward Glegge of Irby, 
gentleman, 7 March, 1720; and is commemorated on her 
husband's tablet.

Testatrix leaves all personal estate " to my Dare and will 
beloved Dater Ann Glegg," paying my son Roger twinty pound, 
and makes my only Dater Ann Glegg executrix. Witnesses: 
Tho. Bennett, Mary Bennett, John Crane.

The will appears to be a holograph.

THURSTASTON COMMON.
" Thurstaston Common," more properly perhaps, Irby 

heath,1 appears, even in the last century, to have been 
somewhat more extensive than it is at present. It lies 
between Irby and Thurstaston on the south and Caldy and 
Frankby on the north, and formerly at least was in due 
season a glorious blaze of golden gorse and purple heather. 
Its beauty was naturally an offence to King Demos, 
however, and since the major portion was devoted to the 
use of the public he has swiftly seen to it that a succession 
of fires should leave a great part of it a blackened expanse 
of earth and rocks. The western portion forms a scarp 
overlooking the strip of flat land between it and the 
estuary of the Dee, here some five miles wide, and from the 
highest point in the south-west corner of the heath the 
view of the Welsh hills and mountains is magnificent,

1 It is so styled in C. Smith's New Map of the County Palatine of Chester, 1804. 
Swire & Hutchin's Map of the CoUnty Palatine of Chester, 1828 and 1829, 
published by Henry Teesdale & Co.; A new Map of the Hundred of Wirral, 
published by J. Hunter, Chester, 1820; Pigot & Co.'s map, N.D.


