STRAY NOTES.

A TALE oF LivErrPooL CasTLE.—Mary widow of John Hesketh,
Peregrine Tasburgh and Holcroft his wife, and Deborah widow of
John Chandler were defendants in 1684 to a claim by Lyme and
others. William Fazakerley of Liverpool, gentleman, aged 70,
said that he lived in the Castle, and in 1681 Mrs. Tasburgh came
to his wife, he being absent at the time, and desired to take a room
there in which to store goods, part of John Hesketh'’s estate, in
order to conceal them from creditors. His wife allowed her a
room, and though deponent was annoyed when he learnt of the
business, Mrs. Tasburgh would not remove the things. Katherine
Fazakerley, his wife, aged 56, gave her account of the business.
(Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Depositions, bdle. 109.)

Ax UNFORTUNATE VOYAGE.—In the Chester Exchequer Court
in 1743 Thomas Seel the elder, Thomas Seel the younger and
James Croxton, merchants and owners of the Gambia Merchant,
alleged that they had sent this ship on a voyage to the Gambia
in July 1742 to purchase ‘ slaves and other goods,” thence sail
to Rappahannockin Virginia and sell the same, and load a cargo
of tobacco for Liverpool. They provided a suitable cargo and
gave clear instructions to Captain Cutler, the commander, and
Richard Prenton, chief mate. The captain bought 138 fine,
healthy slaves, but he died in the Westward voyage from the
Gambia and the mate took command. He went, however, to
Barbados instead of Virginia, and sold 98 slaves at £21 a head;
some others he did not account for, and there were various losses
for which the plaintiffs called on him to account. Some of the
best sailors alleged that they had not contracted to go to
Barbados and so left the ship on arriving there, and it had been
hard to replace them. Prenton afterwards went to Virginia and
took in a cargo of molasses. By his various breaches of orders a
loss of £800 had been incurred. Prenton replied that after leaving
the Gambia sickness broke out on board, and many of the slaves
died; the ship’s doctor died, and finally the captain died. He
was himself too ill to take the captain’s place and the ship was
navigated by the second mate. The captain had decided on the
change of destination, because he found there was a shortage of
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provisions; Prenton, being ill at the time, had no voice in it, and
was too ill to attend to anything till after the vessel’s arrival at
Barbados. He had acted for the best in the other matters
complained of. (Chester Exchequer Bills, P.R.O., bdles. 131, 132.)
That the action was brought in the Chester court shows that
Prenton was a Cheshire man. The surname occurs at Parkgate
and other places in Wirral.

OGLE oF RoBy.—Alexander Fetherston of Wallasie, clerk,
married Katherine, one of the daughters of Henry Ogle of Roby,
esq.; Leonor Ogle was another daughter. This was alleged in a
Chancery petition in 1662. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery Bills,
26, No. 143.) Henry Ogle, who died about 1648, was seised of
Roby Hall (a/ias Bury Hall) and in 1629 married Susanna Liepur
of Westminster, who died about 1650. They had issue—James
(d.s.p. ¢. 1650), Charles (d.s.p. ¢. 1655), Richard and Lodowick
(both d. ¢. 1649), Susanna (who married John Plumpton, a War-
rington attorney, defendant in the case), Leonor and Katherine
(plaintiffs), The three daughters became coheirs. By his first
wife Henry Ogle had a son and heir Cuthbert, and it was alleged
that Plumpton was conspiring with him to oust the plaintiffs from
their right under their mother’s marriage settlement. For
Fetherston, rector of Wallasey, see 77vans. 1xxi. 64.

GARSTANG VICARAGE.—In 1663 Isaac Ambrose, clerk, made a
claim against Robert Ditchfield, clerk, Thomas and Robert
Swarbrick. The vicarage was void from October 1662 (viz. by
Ambrose’s expulsion for nonconformity) until the following June,
and had been put under sequestration on 1 March. Mr. Robert
Lawe supplied the cure from January till June, when the defen-
dant Ditchfield took possession. He offered plaintiff £70 to
recompense him for the great charges he had incurred in repairing
the vicarage house, on condition that he paid the ministers who
had officiated during the vacancy, and gave up possession. This
was refused and Ditchfield afterwards offered £go. William
Swarbrick, parish clerk, aged 54, was one of the deponents.
(Pal. of Lanc. Chancery Depositions, bdle. 68.)

In 1679 there was a further suit concerning the vicarage, arising
out of a fear of prosecution for simony. The complainants then
were Henry Patten, clerk (who had been presented in 1677 by the
king ““ by reason of simony or other cause”), and Silvester Rich-
mond, who had just purchased, or was about to purchase, the
advowson; the defendants were Sir Charles Anderton (recently
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patron), Robert Hunter, clerk (presented by Richmond to the
vicarage soon afterwards), and John Anderton. Seth Bushell, D.D.,
vicar of Preston (1663-1682), aged 55, deposed to Ditchfield’s
resignation of the vicarage and the presentation of Richard White ;
afterwards they altered their minds. Richard White, vicar of
Chipping (1672-1692), aged 32, deposed as to his share in the
business. Thomas Greene of Nateby, gentleman, aged 56, said
that he had presented Ditchfield, having obtained the right from
Francis Anderton (afterwards Sir Francis) at the instance of
Thomas Ditchfield, brother of Robert the presentee; Thomas
promised him f100o. Edmund Hornby of Poulton, gentleman,
aged 30, was another deponent. (Pal. of Lancaster Chancery
Depositions, bdle. 99.)

A SceNE 1N Court.—In the MS. Docket Book of the Chester
Fines and Recoveries (1603-52) at the Public Record Office, after
the Session of October g Charles 1 (1633), another hand has added
(f. 166) the following note:— This session one James Williamson
a prisoner convict when hee came to the barr to receive judgment
threw a stone at the judges upon the bench for which he was
indicted convicted and had judgment to have his right hand cutt
off which was executed accordingly upon Friday in open court,
and after he was condemn’d for the burglary and hanged at
Boughton upon Saturday next after in the morning. His hand
was fixt over the Castle gate at the entrance which I have often
seene butnowisgone 1687.”

“ MINSTER 7’ CHURCHES.—MT1. Stenton in his volume of Danelaw
Charters (1xxiii, note) gives examples of the use of the word mona-
stevium (minster) for an ordinary church, as when a tenementin
Lincoln is described as situated *“ between the monasterium of
All Saints and two public streets,” and in general words of charters
—in monasteriis, in molendinis, in mariscis etc. The reference
is due to Professor Tait in his edition of the Chartulary of Chester
Abbey (p. 291), in which the church of West Kirby is styled a
monastevium. Altham church, near Whalley, is also called a
monastevium in a charter of the time of Stephen, printed by
Whitaker (Whalley, ii. 265). The New English Dictionary cites
as an example of the old English use of “ minster ”’ the inscription
(dated 1056-66) on the church of Kirkdale in the North Riding,
stating that Orm son of Gamel rebuilt “ St. Gregory’s minster ”
when itlay in ruins (V.C.H. Yorks., N.R.i. 523).
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THE CAPTURE OF QUEBEC.—The following is taken from the
Liverpool Daily Post of 13 Sept. 1923, and shows that a Liverpool
man took partin the capture of Quebecin 1759. ‘‘ Three documents
preserved in the Probate Registry, Chester, enable us to construct
the following pathetic story:—John Short, of Liverpool, mariner,
died in 1739 (his wife Ellen having pre-deceased him), apparently
bank}upt, leaving an orphan 11 months old—Thomas—whose
‘ tuition ’ was awarded by the Consistory Court to his maternal
aunt Isabel Lutey, of Liverpool, spinster. Following the career
of his father he became a sailor, and on June 5th, 1759, expecting
to take partin the assault on Quebec, we find him making his will
on H.M.S. Vesuvius in the form of a letter addressed ‘ Mrs.
Jennett M‘Call, to be left at Mr. Richard Blundell’s, Merchant
in Chapple Street, Liverpool.” The letter, the curious spelling of
which is preserved, reads as follows:—‘ Dear Aunt, whe arrived
at Allefax the first of this Instantafter a Tedious Passage and whe
arrived at Cape Brittone on the 26th of this Month, whe have taken
in all our Troops and we expect to saile the 4th of Next Month
upon the Expeadition for Quebeck. But I ham informed thatitis
Very Well fortified Boath with foarts and Soldiers which I am
afraid it will be a verry sore engagement Before Whe shall take.
I ham at age Now and for fear of any misfortune happening with
me , ... [&c.] To Jennett McCall my Aunt I leave all that I
have, houses, land and Everything that his comeing to me
remember me to Aunt Isabell and to Robert and all my relations
and Mrs [?] McNa. . . [?] . . . from your loving nephew till
death. Twuomas Suort.” The testator’s foreboding seems to
have been only too well founded, for on the 11 December Robert
M‘Call, of Liverpool, mariner, and Edward Lewty, of same, pot-
painter, swore to his signature, and four days later administration
of his will was granted to ‘ the universal legatee and as it were the
executrix,’ the effects being under £20.—F. C. B.”
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