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TRANSACTIONS.

MAGHULL CHAPEL. 

By F. H. Cheetham, F.S.A.
Read i6th March, 1922.

THE remains of the old chapel of Maghull, which stand 
a few yards to the north-west of the modern church, 

consist only of the chancel and a chapel on its north side, 
the nave having been pulled down in 1883, three years 
after the consecration of the new building.

That nave was, however, of no architectural or anti­ 
quarian interest, dating only from the i8th century, and 
its disappearance can be regretted only on sentimental 
grounds. It took the place in 1755 of a nave presumably 
of mediaeval date, of which very little evidence remains, 
and of which, so far as I am aware, no drawing, print, or 
picture of any kind has survived. It is not, therefore, 
even certain that the nave pulled down in the reign of 
George II was coeval in its entirety with the existing 
chancel, though there is evidence that it was so in parts.

The present paper is concerned only with the Chapelry 
of Maghull and chiefly with the fabric of the chapel. The 
history of the township and manor of Maghull is outside 
its scope, and even the early history of the chapel can only 
be referred to briefly. My first object is to describe, in 
more detail than has hitherto been attempted, the 
architectural features of the existing remains; to assign to 
them an approximate date or dates, and to offer an 
opinion as to the character of the original nave. This, 
the earlier part of the paper, is therefore architectural: 
the remainder is concerned with the i8th century nave.
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its erection, reconstruction, enlargement and demolition, 
and with the general history of the chapel in the i8th 
century and early years of the igth.

Through the kindness of the vicar (the Rev. R. E. E. 
Whitaker, M.A.) I have been enabled to examine the 
wardens' accounts at leisure and to make such extracts 
from them as I deemed to be of interest. These accounts, 
which are contained in two books, cover the period 1749- 
1831, and there are also two volumes of Vestry minutes 
covering the period 1823-1880. In addition to these, 
there are preserved the following Township accounts  
Overseers' 1749-1840, Constables' 1750-79 and 1796-1840, 
Surveyor of Highways'1754-1830. These and other books 
and papers in the church safe are referred to in one of the 
appendices,1 but no use has been made of the Township 
accounts in the present paper.

I. THE CHAPEL.
Maghull is one of the five townships of the ancient 

parish of Halsall, the others being Halsall, Downholland, 
Lydiate and Melling. The length of the parish was 10 
miles, and the church being at the north end chapels came 
into existence at an early date at Maghull and Melling, 
which are respectively about 5j miles and 6f miles 
distant to the south-east. Maghull township, the area of 
which is 2098 acres, or about Jth of the total area of the 
parish, lies between Lydiate and Melling, and, measured 
in a straight line, the chapel is actually nearer to the 
parish churches of Sefton (ijm.), Aughton (2jm.), Orms- 
kirk (4Jm.), and Walton-on-the-Hill (4^m.) than to that 
of Halsall.

The origin of the chapel is unknown and there is no 
documentary evidence of its existence as old as that of the 
fabric itself. Sometime before the beginning of the i6th 
century land was given " for the finding of a light in the

1 Appendix A.
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chapel of Male," but the year is not stated in the record, 
which dates from 1571-2. 1 The following brief summary 
of outstanding dates in the history of the chapel may be 
cited: 

1411. Laurence Hulme was baptized in Maghull chapel on a 
Love-day when Sir Thomas Gerard and Sir John Bold publicly 
put aside their differences and promised to be loving to each other.*

1461. John " capellanus de Mayle " occurs. 3
1550. The chapel was valued at 305.'
1552. Inventory of goods, Oct. 4: " ij small bells with one 

sacring bell, one chalice, ij vestments, the one of blue wolestudde, 
the other of green say, ij albes, ij cruettes."'

1563. Richard Halsale, rector of Halsall, in his will gave 205. 
towards the reparation of Maghull chapel. 6

1590. Mal no preacher. 7
c. 1610. Without service or preacher. 8
1645. James Worrall appointed to the charge of the chapel.'
1650. Church Survey: We find that within the township of 

Maghull is an ancient chapel called Male Chapel and about a rood- 
land of ground lying about the said chapel fit to be enjoyed 
therewith; and in regard the remoteness of the said chappell from 
any other church we think it fit to be made a parish church. 10

1717. Bishop Gastrell certified: " Nothing belongs to it but 
£20 per annum paid by the Rector and /5 surplice fee .... 2 
chapel wardens chosen by the inhabitants, 4 miles from the 
parish church."11

It will be noted that the Commonwealth Surveyors 
refer to the remoteness of the chapel from " any other 
church," not simply the parish church. This is rather 
strange when it is remembered that Sefton church is

1 Lanes, and Ckesh. Records (Record Soc. 1883, viii), 256.
  Abstracts of Lanes. Inquisitions (Chat. Soc. xcix), 30.
3 Cockersand Chart. (Chet. Soc. N.S. Ixiv), 1244.
4 Raines, Chantries (Chet. Soc. Ix), 277.
  Church Goods (Chet. Soc. cxiii), 108. 

.» IMICS. Wills (Chet. Soc. li), 38. 
' Gibson, Lydiate Hall, 249. 
» Kenyan MSS. (Hist. MSS. Com. xiv, App. 4), 13.
  Plundered Ministers (Record Soc. xxviii), 10.

10 Com. Church Surveys (Record Sor. i), 87.
11 Xotitia Cestriensis (Chet. Soc. xxi), 175.
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little more than a mile away and always visible from the 
chapel-yard. The low-lying land between Maghull and 
Sefton, always liable to flood and perhaps often impassable 
in the winter, may however be accountable for the state­ 
ment, though " remoteness " is scarcely the word one 
would have expected to be used. Gastrell underestimates 
the remoteness of Maghull from the parish church in 
placing it at 4 miles distant.

The site of the chapel is some 40 ft. above the level of 
the flat-land immediately to the west and south-west, and 
so commands a fine prospect in those directions. On the 
1892 Ordnance Survey, the height at Maghull chapel is 
given as 67.5, and at Sefton church 29.8, while at Dover's 
Bridge, west of Sefton railway station, it is 22.O.1 A 
recent writer has described Maghull village as occupying 
" a plateau rising slightly over the lower lying land east 
and west,'' and this suggests to him a possible etymology 
of the name Maghull. 2

Before describing the portion of the fabric now standing 
it may be well to set down briefly what previous writers 
have said of Maghull chapel during the existence of the 
l8th century nave.

1823. In an article entitled "A Walk to Southport," 
by a person calling himself " Nathantiquarii," in the 
Liverpool Kaleidoscope of July 8, 1823, is the following 
passage: 

Maghull is a pleasant village near the banks of the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal. It has a small chapel of ease under Halsall, as 
is also that in the adjoining township of Melling . . . The 
chapel appears to have been built at different times, and the 
exterior is destitute of simplicity or architectural beauty. The

1 The altitudes are in feet  above the mean level of the sea at Liverpool, 
which is 0.650 of a foot below the general mean level of the sea.

2 Dr. Eilert Ekwall, Place Names of Lancashire (1922), Chet. Soc. M.S. Ixxxi. 
He discusses the possibility of the first element being the Celtic magos (British 
mag), a plain. The plateau on which Maghull stands is mostly level and would 
be aptly described as a plain. The second element is the O.E. halh, hall: p. 
119.
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interior is neat and crowded with seats capable of containing a 
numerous congregation, which, however, has so much increased as 
to render necessary the addition which is at present contemplated. 
On the north side of the chancel is a private chapel belonging to the 
Unsworth family, whose seat, Manor House, lies adjacent. The 
only monuments in the chapel appertain to that family, and are 
two marble slabs, one of which bearing the arms sculptured in 
marble is thus inscribed [inscriptions given]. By the register it 
appears that the baptisms in 1822 were 29. It is a perpetual 
curacy: the incumbent is the Rev. George Holden, M.A., the 
learned author of several valuable commentaries on portions of the 
Scripture, and other theological works. From the chapel yard is 
an extensive view of the high land near Liverpool, on which 
Everton Church is a very prominent object, of Ince Hall an4 
park, and in the distance the two landmarks of Formby.

1836. In Baines' History of Lancashire, published in 
this year, the description of Maghull chapel is as follows: 

The episcopal chapel is of very early date, but to what saint it 
is dedicated is unknown. It is a stone edifice of two distinct 
portions, ancient and modern. 1 The north part of the old 
structure, belonging to the Unsworth family, who reside at the 
Manor-house, is divided from the nave by three (sic) massive 
arches. 2

In Harland's edition of Baines (1870) this description 
is retained, omitting the words " belonging to .... 
Manor-house." Croston's edition (1893) corrects " three 
arches " to two, and states that the new church stands 
" a short distance to the east of the older but still existing 
structure." 3 The nave of the old building had, however, 
then been pulled down.

1854. In Mannex's History, Topography and Directory 
for Mid-Lancashire, Maghull chapel is described as

a stone edifice erected at three different periods, the last in 1830. 
It is of very early date, but in honour of whom dedicated is not 
known. It has 422 sittings, of which 134 are free. The north

1 Only the ancient portion was of stone: the nave was of brick stuccoed.
2 Baines, Lancashire, iv, 2 70.
3 Ibid., Croston's ed. v, 280.
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part of the old fabric is the Unsworth Cliapel, bearing two tablets 
to that family. The organ was built in 1846.

1862. Sir Stephen Glynne visited the chapel this year, 
and thus describes it: 

This church, a chapel to Halsall, now consists of an ugly modern 
body erected about thirty years, 1 and an ancient chancel with 
small aisle or chapel on the north. This portion is of grey sand­ 
stone. The chancel is but low, and its arch to the nave is gone. 
It has the original east window, probably Perpendicular, but 
completely gutted, and the chancel internally is modernised in a 
frippery way. It is divided from the north chapel by two very 
low pointed arches, perhaps Early English, with a circular pillar 
having moulded cap. The western respond has nail-headed 
mouldings. The western arch of this chapel is very low and flat 
on octagonal columns. The east window is plain rude Decorated 
of three lights without foils, the mullions simply crossing. On 
the south side of the chancel is a small square-headed Decorated 
window of two lights now closed up. The body of the church is 
unworthy of notice low and mean, of brick work plastered, with 
a small belfry at the west end. The interior is positively shapeless, 
with low flat ceiling and encumbered with pews and galleries.*

1882. In applying for a faculty to remove " certain 
portions of the old chapel " the proctor, Mr. Fletcher, 
described this building as " exceedingly small and in­ 
convenient," and went on to say

The old church was of very ancient date ; indeed the exact time 
at which it was built was not known, but from architectural 
evidence it must have been erected some time during the 12 th 
century. The oldest part of the building contained some Norman 
arches and the fabric generally was of considerable interest in 
local history. The building might be divided into four parts: viz., 
the Unsworth chapel, the chancel, the nave, and the southern 
portion, the oldest parts being the two former . . The nave and 
the southern part were entirely devoid of architectural beauty or 
value, and it might probably be said that they were absolutely 
ugly, the modern work completely destroying the character of the 
old.»

1 The extensions of the nave on the south side had been made thirty-two 
years before. The nave itself was in its eighty-fifth year. 

J Notes on the Churches of Lanes. (Chet. Soc. N.s. xxvii), 37. 
3 Liverpool Mercury, July 19, 1882.
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1896. A short paper on " The Old Chapel at Maghull," 
by Mr. William E. Gregson, is printed in the Transactions 
of this Society for the year 1896 (M.S. xi, 252), but I 
refrain from quoting any portion of it here as I refer to it 
later. Mr. Gregson's description of the building is fuller 
and more complete than any before published, and he 
deals with the architectural problem of the old part in an 
interesting way. From his paper is taken the description 
of the chapel in the third volume of the Victoria History of 
Lancashire. The writer who contributed the architectural 
descriptions to that volume unfortunately did not visit 
Maghull. To that omission is due, in a large measure, the 
inception of the present paper.

THE EXISTING STRUCTURE.
The existing remains of the mediaeval building consist 

of the chancel, which is 18 ft. 9 in. long by u ft. 3 in. 
wide, with a chapel, or aisle, of equal length on its north 
side, 9 ft. wide. The total internal width is 22 ft. 10 in. 
The chancel and chapel are under separate gabled roofs, 
covered with stone slates, and the walls, which are about 
ii ft. high inside to the wall plate, are faced with roughly 
dressed large stones in wide courses. The whole of the 
west front is modern and the western half of the south 
wall of the chancel, which had been pulled down when the 
addition was made in 1830, has been rebuilt on the old 
lines, much old masonry being used. The extent and 
nature of the new work will be seen from the accompanying 
plan, which should be compared with the seatholders' 
plan made in 1831. These plans render a lengthy de­ 
scription of the structure unnecessary except as regards its 
more purely architectural features.

The main points of interest are the arcade between the 
chancel and the chapel, the west arch and the east window 
of the chapel, and the south-east window of the chancel. 
The consideration of these features will, in a large measure,
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determine the date, or dates, of the fabric. The stone 
bell-turret at the south-west angle of the building was 
formerly over the west gable of the i8th century nave; 
it was transferred to its present position in the recon­ 
struction of 1883.

The CHANCEL has a pointed east window with widely 
splayed internal jambs and sloping sill. The sill is 5 ft. 
10 in. above the floor, which is here raised two steps. 
The window is now of two lights but the mullion and 
tracery are modern and it is doubtful whether they 
reproduce the original design. 1 The two-light square- 
headed window on the south side has double-chamfered 
jambs on the outside and the lights have trefoiled ogee 
heads enclosing a trefoil spandrel. This window is a very 
charming example of I4th century curvilinear work, 
perhaps as late as 1340. It has no external hoodmould\ 
Below the window inside is a plain stone seat (sedile), 
4 ft. long, originally about 26 in. above the floor, and 
adjoining it, to the east, a mutilated piscina. The 
projecting part of the bowl has been cut away, but the 
drain remains. The chancel has a flagged floor, now 
raised two steps at its east end, and the walls (as also 
those in the north chapel) are unplastered. The roofs are 
modern.

The arcade between the chancel and chapel consists of 
two pointed arches, each of two chamfered orders, without 
labels, springing from half-round responds and a central 
circular pier, all with moulded circular capitals. The 
bases originally consisted of a single round member on a 
square chamfered plinth, but have been mutilated. The 
capitals too have suffered a good deal, but have been 
" restored " the mouldings being made out in cement 
mortar. The abacus consists of a quirk, or triangular 
groove, between a pair of rolls, and the neck moulding of a

1 The mullion and tracery are apparently those seen by Sir Stephen Glynne 
in 1862.
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single roll. The bell is quite plain, and the height of the 
capital over all is n in. In the west respond (only) a line 
of nail-headed moulding took the place of the quirk, but 
remains only on the north side, towards the chapel, for a 
length of about 15 in. (twelve nail heads). The height 
from the floor of the chancel to the top of the pier capital 
is 6 ft. i in., and the arches rise 3 ft. io£ in.1 above this. 
The width of the arches varies slightly, that to the east 
being 6 ft. 5 in. and the other 6 ft. I in. The floor of the 
chapel has been raised 6£ in. above that of the chancel, 
and the plinth and base moulding of the pier have been 
cut away towards the chancel, the round section of the 
column being now continued down to the floor on that 
side. The mouldings of the capitals have likewise been 
cut away at some time, probably in the i8th century, but 
have been " restored " in cement mortar. The capitals 
are 30 in. in diameter, this being also the thickness of the 
wall above. 2 The face of the wall is therefore flush with 
the edge of the capitals at the springing of the arches.

The chancel arch has disappeared, only its north 
respond remaining. This respond is a half octagon with 
mutilated io in. chamfered capital 9 ft. above the chancel 
floor. The arch, which seems to have been similar to 
those of the arcade, may have been destroyed when the 
new nave was built in 1755, or it may have stood till 1830, 
when the building was extended on the south side. The 
addition then made necessitated the pulling down of the 
western half of the south wall of the chancel, as will be 
seen by reference to the 1831 plan, and it is quite possible 
that the chancel arch stood until then. However that 
may be, the only evidence of it now is a portion of its 
northern respond, against which the modern west wall 
has been built.

1 Measured to intrados.
* The external walls are about 36 in. in thickness.
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The NORTH CHAPEL was open at its west end, presumably 
to a north aisle, by a low, round-headed or depressed 
arch of two chamfered orders, 7 ft. 9 in. high,1 springing 
from semi-octagonal jambs with moulded capitals and 
chamfered bases. The width of the opening is 6 ft. and" 
the arch rises 2 ft. 6 in. above the springing. The capital 
on the north side is of a type similar to those of the arcade, 
but flatter and 2 in. more in height. The other capital is 
of quite different type and is apparently much later in 
date. Its moulded abacus is very much worn, but has 
the appearance of I4th century work.

The east window of the chapel is a pointed one of three 
plain lights, the mullions crossing in the head, and has an 
external hood-mould. The lights are 9 in. wide, separated 
by 5 in. chamfered mullions, and the jambs are widely 
splayed inside. This window is of a type common 
towards the end of the I3th century (1285-90), but such 
simple tracery with forked and intersecting mullions was 
used over a long period and occurs in some parts of the 
country as early as 1270 and as late as I32O.2

To date the building as a whole is a matter of some 
difficulty, and on the accompanying plan I have been 
content to mark only ancient and modern work.

Mr. Gregson expresses the opinion that
a careful comparison of the mouldings appears to indicate that the 
building does not date earlier than 1285 to 1290, in spite of the 
Norman-looking round arch, which oddly enough has the most 
distinct I3th century detail in the moulding. The north aisle 
capitals omit one member of the usual series of mouldings in a 
capital of this date, or rather abacus and bell are somewhat rudely 
grouped into one feature. While the arcade shafts are round 
(one early feature) the round arch is carried by semi-octagons (a 
later character of shaft). 3

1 The height from the present floor of the chapel to the soffit of the archl is 
7 ft. 3 in., but the floor has been raised.

'The east window at Grantham (c. 1300) is of this type and has a ball 
flower ornament in jambs and mull on.

3 Trans., u.s. xi, 253.



12 Maghull Chapel.

The date 1285-90 is, I think, too late for the oldest parts 
of the building. The east window of the chapel may very 
well belong to that period, though a slightly later date is 
possible. But the west arch and the arcade are, in my 
opinion, earlier than 1285. The original building, to 
which these features presumably belonged assuming that 
the chapel, or aisle, was built at the same time as the 
chancel and was not an addition seems to have been 
erected about the year 1200 or a little later, that is to say 

'in the period of transition from Romanesque to Gothic, or, 
to use the more familiar terms, from Norman to Early 
English. The south capital of the west arch of the chapel 
is a difficulty, but its difference from the one opposite 
seems to indicate that it is not an original feature, but 
must have been re-made later  either at the end of the 
I3th or beginning of the I4th century. In the Transition 
period circular and octagonal shafts and responds were 
indiscriminately used, just as were semicircular and 
pointed arches. At Maghull we have both types of 
shaft and arch. Nail-headed ornament, though generally 
a Norman feature, persisted well into the I3th century, 
but it is very improbable that it would be found later than 
1280, and then only in miniature forms. The mouldings 
of the arcade capitals are of a type (a hollow between two 
rolls) common in mid-i2th century work in vaulting ribs 
and arch mouldings, but found as late as 1190-1245. 
The use of this form of moulding for an abacus is certainly 
unusual, and not altogether happy. But with other 
features at Maghull it seems to be a Romanesque survival, 
and may, I think, be assigned roughly to about 1200-20.

From that period I should be inclined to date the 
original structure,1 into which the east window of the 
chapel would be inserted some seventy years or so later, 
and the south-east window of the chancel perhaps fifty

1 My dating of the fabric is thus later than that put forward by Mr. FletchflC 
in 1882, though earlier than that assigned to it by Mr. Gregson.
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years later again (c. 1340). Probably the building was a 
good deal altered in the I4th century, the diagonal angle 
buttresses being then added at any rate the one at the 
south-east corner and perhaps the chancel wall entirely 
rebuilt. The clumsy north-west buttress is something of 
a puzzle, and might indeed be of almost any date sub­ 
sequent to the I4th century.

Of the mediaeval NAVE we know little or nothing. But 
such evidence as there is points to there having been a 
nave with north (and possibly south) aisle of at least 
three bays. In pulling down the i8th century nave in 
1883 a number of arch stones, two double springers, and 
one capital were found buried in the foundations. These 
have been set up and incorporated with a high fence wall 
at the south-west corner of the Manor House. 1 As now 
standing the arch can, of course, be seen only on one side, 
and it is therefore difficult to say whether the capital is a 
complete one. Whether these eleven stones all belonged 
to the same arch originally it is equally impossible now to 
determine, but as erected they form a complete pointed 
arch of two chamfered orders of practically the same 
width and height as those of the chancel arcade. 2 The 
two springers suggest a nave arcade of at least three bays, 
the alternative of a north and south nave arcade of only 
two bays being less likely. 3 As one faces the recon-

1 Now a Home for Epileptics. The stones were purchased by Mr. T. C. 
Matber, owner of the Manor House (who claimed certain rights over the 
Unsworth Chapel), when the nave was taken down in 1883. This is recorded on 
a tablet bearing the following inscription: 

REMAINS OF AN ANTIENT ARCH
FOUND BURIED IN FOUNDATION OF

MAGHULL OLD CHURCH
CONSISTING OF TWO DOUBLE SPRINGERS

ONE CAP Si ELEVEN ARCH STONES

PURCHASED AND ERECTED HERE

A.D. 1885

* Width of arch 6 ft. 6 in., height from spring to soffit 3 ft. 10 in.
3 They may have been, and probably were, more double springers than those 

found, and north and south aisles of three or more bays may have existed. 
But in the text I am supposing the minimum of two only.
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structed arch the original capital is to the spectator's left, 
the other capital and both the shafts being modern work 
in cement mortar. The circular capital has an octagonal 
square-edged abacus with double groove thus differing 
materially in detail from those of the chancel arcade. 
The neck moulding is a " restoration." All this work is 
contemporary with the chancel arcade and it is therefore 
safe to assume that the original building, as erected early 
in the I3th century, consisted of chancel with north 
chapel, and aisled nave of three or more bays. When the 
old nave was pulled down in 1755, some twenty loads of 
stone were sold to be used at Sefton church, and nineteen 
loads were otherwise disposed of. 1 Could these stones be 
traced, further light might be thrown on the problem of 
the mediaeval nave at Maghull.

The old FONT is now in the new church, where it has 
been set up on a modern pedestal under the tower. It is 
a plain octagonal bowl, 30 in. diameter, with a round 
moulding on either edge, and may be of I5th century date.

An i8th century tall pedestal font is preserved in the old 
building but is fixed on the window ledge of the new west 
gable, out of reach. As I have been unable to examine it, 
I cannot say whether it bears any date or inscription.

There is also preserved what has sometimes been de­ 
scribed as a font, but more often as a holy water stoup. 2 
This was dug up in 1883, when the nave was pulled down,3 
and is a block of stone measuring 16 in. square at the top, 
with the front sloping back some 6 in, in the form of a 
corbel or bracket. The height is 16 in. 4 The bowl is

1 Sold at pulling down: 
19 loads of stone at 6d. .. .. .. .. ..96
Stone sold to be used at Sefton Church .. .. .. 10 o

Calculated on the same basis this would be about 20 loads.
2 Mr. Gregson calls it a " prism-shaped holy-water font." 
8 Chet. Soc. N.S. xxvii; Canon Atkinson's notes to Sir Stephen Glynne. 
4 The stone is therefore a cube of 16 in. with the front cut away to 10 in. by 

16 in. at the bottom.
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12 in. diameter, but is very shallow, being only 4 J in. deep, 
and there is no drain. The stone is certainly not a font 
and is a very doubtful stoup. The shallow bowl rather 
points to it being a cresset. Filled with oil and with a 
floating wick it may have served as a light near the altar. 
The corbel-like form of the stone is also in favour of this 
view. From a record already quoted1 we know that 
sometime in the mediaeval period land was given " for the 
finding of a light in the chapel of Male," and it is tempting 
to believe that this stone is the cresset in which the light 
was kept burning.

The north chapel, or aisle, has been known as the 
Unsworth Chapel2 since Thomas Unsworth of Liverpool 
(d. 1796) purchased the manor of Maghull and claimed 
a right over this part of the building as lord of the 
manor, or owner of the manor-house. The name has 
survived, though the manor has long been in other hands. 
In 1880 it was acquired by Mr. T. C. Mather, of Lydiate, 
who afterwards restored the Unsworth chapel at his own 
charges. 3 This portion of the building has a tiled floor 
and is now separated from the chancel by an iron railing. 
The west arch, formerly opening to the nave, now serves 
as an entrance doorway and is covered by a porch. The 
chapel contains mural tablets to Thomas Unsworth I 
(d. 1796), his son Thomas Unsworth II (d. 1815), and to 
various members of the Mather family. 4 There is also a 
hatchment commemorating the second Thomas Uns­ 
worth.6

1 Ante p. 2.
2 Or " Mr. Unsworth's Chancel." Mr. Gregson, in calling his paper " The Old 

Chapel at Maghull, commonly called the Unsworth Chapel," would seem to 
imply that the whole of the existing structure is so styled. This, of course, 
is not so. The term applies only to the aisle, or chapel, north of the chancel.

3 For Mr. Mather's action in opposing the faculty to pull down the nave in 
1882 see postea p. 29.

4 For inscriptions see Appendix B.
5 The hatchment is now against the east wall below the window. 11 is as 

follows: Ground black on the dexter and white on the sinister side. Around
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In the chancel is a tablet to Mary, daughter of Thomas 
Harrison (d. 1835), and in the floor at the east end an 
inscribed slab to Richard Formby (d. 1828) and his 
mother Helen Formby, born Harper (d. 1844). 1

The BELL now hanging in the turret is 18 in. diameter 
and bears the inscription

CHRISTO AVSPICE DVCE 1709 (bell) L.W.

Unfortunately there is no founder's name, and the 
initials are difficult to identify. The letters of the in­ 
scription are fin. high and the s's are reversed. No light 
is thrown on the origin of the bell from the wardens' 
accounts as they do not begin consecutively till 1749. 
The names of the wardens in 1709 were Edw. Goore and 
John Davies, the curate was the Rev. Ralph Sherdley, 
and no founder with the initials L.W. is known at that 
period. The bell is older than the turret, assuming that 
the latter was a new feature at the time of the rebuilding 
of the nave in 1755, and may have originally hung in an 
open bell-cote. The following items relating to the bell 
and ringing are taken from the wardens' accounts:  

1730 For ringing ye 5 Nov. .. .. .. .. oio
1733 For a bell rope and cord for ye window .. 006 
1737 Spent on the Ringers Nov. 5 .. .. o i o
1745 Spent when we hung the bell .. .. o i o
,, Spent upon ye Ringers when Carlisle surr"1 o i o 

1752 To expence repairing Bell .. .. ..01-22
1755 Spent on the workmen when Bell was hinged

and carrying to smith .. .. ..030
1760 To neats foot oyl for Bell and a bottle .. o 07^ 
1765 ,, James Rothell for belrope .. ..006

the shield there is gilt scroll-work. Esquire's helm, with mantling gules 
doubled Ermine. A motto-ribbon inscribed SPES TUTISSIMA COELIS. Arms: 
Quarterly, island 4th Sable, on a bend Argent, four crescents Azure[ Unsworth}; 
2nd and 3rd Or, on a fess between three crosses patee gules in chief and a star of 
six points Azure in base, as many bezants {Mercer}. An escutcheon of pretence, 
Quarterly, ist and 4th, Or, three wolves heads erased sable within a bordure 
[Seel] ; 2nd and 3rd, counterquartered i and iv, Azure, a cross incline Or 
[Molyneux], ii, Hi, Sable, a fret Argent [Harrington]. Crest: on a torse Or and 
gules, a lion rampant gules. 

1 For inscriptions see Appendix B.
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1772 To John Almond for mending bell .. .. o i 8
1774 ,, Mending Bell at 5 Nov. .. .. .. o i 6
1786   a new belrope .. .. .. .. o i 6

,, ,, Hen. Medow for mending bell chain .. 007
1787 ,, M* Bankes for ale at taking down Chap'

Bell .. .. .. .. .. o i Q
,, expenses at hanging bell . . .. ..030

1800   Hen. Medow for a chain for Bell .. 30
1802   Ringing bell [no day mentioned] .. i o
1803 do. .. .. .. 10
1805 .. Hen. Meadows as per bill for Bell ... 17 2
1811   Bellrope for Chapi .. .. .. 76

In the tower of the new church are eight bells by J. 
Taylor and Co. of Loughborough, given by Mr. John 
Pimbley of Maghull in 1917, and dedicated May 17, 1918. 
They take the place of a single bell (46 in. diameter) cast 
by J. Murphy of Dublin in 1895. In 1552 there were 
" two smaller bells with one sacring bell " in Maghull 
chapel.

The Communion PLATE belonging to the old chapel 
consists only of two pieces, (i) a silver Cup, 8£ in. high, 
London make, 1753-4, without inscription, and (2) a silver 
Salver on three feet, 6$ in. diameter, London make, 
1788-9, inscribed " MAGHULL CHAPEL | The gift | of | 
Mary Neden | of | Lydiate \ 1832." These are in use in 
the new church, together with a Cup similar in design to 
the old one, Birmingham make, 1909, inscribed " Maghull 
Parish Church. The gift of John Robinson, church­ 
warden, 1909." There is also a modern plated Flagon 
loj in. high.

The only entries in the chapel-wardens' accounts having 
reference to the plate are these: 

1752 Pd in exchange of the Silver cup belonging to
the Chap' .. .. .. .. ..206

1767 To a salver for the Communion .. ..050
1781 ,, a Flaggon for Chap' .. .. ..090
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REBUILDING OF THE NAVE IN 1755 AND 1778.
The old fabric was evidently giving trouble in 1753, for 

in that year 55. was spent " viewing the chapel," after 
which the roof was reslated at a cost of £7. The nave, 
however, must have been in too bad a condition to warrant 
further expenditure on its repair, for two years later it was 
pulled down and a new one erected. The cost of the 
rebuilding of 1755 is set out in the chapel-wardens' 
accounts and is printed in full in Appendix C, but there is 
no record in the form of a vestry minute, or resolution of 
any kind, giving the reason for the demolition of the old 
nave. We may therefore suppose that the state of the 
fabric necessitated the course adopted, though this is, 
unfortunately, by no means certain. It is possible that 
the desire for a " comfortable" place of worship, in 
accord with the ideas of the time, had something to do 
with the decision arrived at. It is scarcely likely, when 
the size of the new nave is considered, that the provision 
of more seating space can have been a determining factor. 
Whatever the reason, the old nave was swept away and no 
record of it kept. From entries in the wardens' accounts 
prior to I755,1 we learn, however, that a gallery had been 
erected in 1711, at a cost of £3 55., and that various small 
repairs had been done not long before the demolition. 2 
But there are no entries which throw any light on the 
architectural problem. Not only were many loads of 
stone sold, 3 but old wood to the value of £2 was disposed 
of " when chap'l was pul'd down," and something over 
£14 was received " from the North Gallery." 4

The 1755 nave was a rectangular structure of brick, 
measuring internally 32 ft. long by 22 ft. 10 in. wide, with

r A few entries prior to 1749 occur on loose sheets: the earliest is 1704.
2 See p. 40.
3 See ante p. 14. Also Appendix C, p. 60.
1 The meaning is not clear. Whether the north gallery was that erected in 

1711 cannot be stated.


