
COMMUNICATIONS.

THE CROSSE FAMILY OF WIGAN, 
CHORLEY AND LIVERPOOL.

By R. Stewart-Brown, M.A., F.S.A., and 
F. C. Beazley, F.S.A.

THE main lines of descent of this ancient 
Lancashire family, now represented by 

Crosse of Shaw Hill, Chorley, Co. Lancaster, 
and Legh of Adlington, Co. Chester, are well 
known and were recorded in 1846 in Burke's 
Landed Gentry and in 1873 in Foster's Lancashire 
Pedigrees. Neither of these pedigrees is satis 
factory and both are very weak in details and in 
the collateral lines. Since they were compiled 
much information has become available ; for 
example a Calendar of the Crosse deeds at Shaw 
Hill, by Mr. R. D. Radcliffe, further Crosse deeds 
in Towneley MS. GG (British Museum), and, 
above all, the valuable notices of the family in 
the Victoria History of the County of Lancaster. 
Owing to the plan of that work, the Crosse family 
was necessarily dealt with by the editors in many 
places, and mainly for the manorial and landed 
descents, so that one has to refer for the family 
to the accounts of Lathom, Wigan, Chorley, 
Aughton, Uplitherland and Liverpool. The 
article on the last place was written by another 
hand and no connected account is given of the 
long and close connection of the Crosse family 
with the town. Hence, on several grounds, it
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seems desirable to restate the pedigree, at least 
down to 1700, after which date there is little that 
is new to be recorded.

The pedigree from Adam del Crosse of Wigan 
is clear. The earlier descent suggested from the 
Waleys of Lathom is not proved but, on general 
probabilities and after a study of the evidence 
provided in the references, seems very likely. 
Earlier occurrences of these Walenses are found 
at Lathom and elsewhere and they may well have 
been descendants of men from Wales who settled 
in 1177 in various parts of Lancashire and also 
in Wirral, after their leader, Robert Banastre, 
was expelled from Rhuddlan by Owen Gwynedd. 1 
In this connection it may be noted that the names 
of Adam, Thurstan, Gilbert, Robert and Richard, 
all Banastre names, occur in the early Crosse 
pedigree.

Amongst much entirely new matter the wills 
of various members of the Crosse family are of 
interest ; and several show their continued 
attachment, though settled elsewhere, to the 
chapels of St. Nicholas and St. Mary del Quay at 
Liverpool. Some contain gifts of books to Oxford 
colleges. Perhaps the most noticeable new facts 
in the pedigree are the results of some prolonged 
investigations for the purpose of identifying 
persons of this family bearing the name of John 
Crosse who appear in holy orders between 1500 
and 1530. At the outset there seemed to be four 
or five different clergymen of this name, and 
there has been the greatest confusion made 
between them which has been difficult to clear 
up. It has now been fairly solidly established 
that there were only two. One of them was the 
rector of St. Nicholas' in the Shambles, London,

1 See Vict. Co. Hist. Lanes., i., 369 ; ii., 189 ; iii., 289, 295, 299, etc. ; 
Cat. Close Roll, 1227-31, 159 ; Fine Roll, 13 Hen III. m. 7, 11 ; Pipe 
Roll. 3 Hen III., etc.
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who died in 1517 and was the founder, by one of 
his wills, of the grammar school at Liverpool, 
and of a chantry in the chapel of St. Nicholas 
there. The other was his nephew John Crosse, 
rector of Moulsoe and holder of various other 
benefices. Mr. Leach, in his account of the 
schools of Lancashire, 1 thinks the John Crosse 
who died in 1502 and was mayor of Liverpool 
1459 and 1476, was probably the founder of the 
chantry, but this is an obvious error as the founder 
was a younger son and the foundation was in 
1515. Foster, in his pedigree, combines, in the 
person of the nephew, the rectors of St. Nicholas, 
of Turvey (Beds.) and of Moulsoe (Bucks) ; 
Burke does the same and makes him the founder 
of the grammar school. Both are wrong. We 
have established that the rector of St. Nicholas' 
in the Shambles was also rector of Turvey and, as 
such, made a second will in 1517. His patron at 
Turvey was John Mordaunt, afterwards Lord 
Mordaunt, who evidently held the Crosse family 
in high regard, for he presented John Crosse, the 
nephew of the rector of Turvey and the ultimate 
heir of the Lancashire family, to several benefices 
in succession ; and finally by his will in 1560, 
forty-three years after the rector's death, left 
thirty shillings for prayers for his soul in recom 
pense for certain tithes which had been due to 
him. This continued patronage by Lord Mordaunt 
may have had some connection with the fact that 
his father Sir John Mordaunt, knight, of Turvey, 
who fought on the Lancastrian side at Barnet, 
had been appointed Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster in 1504, the year of his death. He had 
other earlier local connections, having been 
granted, when a King's Serjeant, the manors of 
Eaton and Rushton, Co. Chester, by George Earl

1 V.C.H. ii, 593b.
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of Kent and he also became one of the Chester 
Justices in eyre and eventually Justice of the 
Palatine Court of that county. A number of 
Lancashire families seem to have settled in Bed 
fordshire on the Mordaunt estates and we find that 
the Lancashire names of Pemberton and Raynford 
(which occur in the pedigree below) are well known 
in the neighbourhood of the parish of Turvey.

In the course of our searches we have met with 
a number of persons at Oxford, Newark and in 
Lincolnshire in the late sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries who bore the name of Latimer Crosse. 
We have been unable to place them in this pedigree, 
but it seems very likely that they descended from 
a branch of the Lancashire Crosses named after 
some member of the family of Sir Nicholas 
Latimer, whose daughter Edith was the wife of 
Sir John Mordaunt the Chancellor, and the mother 
of the Crosses' patron. 1

A pedigree dated 1598 (attributed to Camden) 
of the Crosses of Charlinch near Bridgewater and 
of Sutton, Co. Chester, has been printed, 2 in 
which that family is stated to descend from the 
Crosses of Crosse Hall, Lancashire, but the 
pedigree appears to be quite untrustworthy and 
we have been unable to verify a single statement 
in the six generations which it contains. It 
appears to have been one of the W. S. Spence 
frauds, exposed over sixty years ago in Notes and 
Queries. 3

1 Robert Latimer, gent., was one of the executors of the rector of 
Moulsoe, 1533. The name Latimer Crosse occurs in 1862 as that of 
a son of Thos. Crosse, of Brodlands and Friskney, Co. Lines., in a suit 
in which it appears the father owned the manor of Wrcnbury, Co. 
Chester (Law Times Reports, 8 N.S. 399). According to Ormerod's 
Cheshire, John Cross of Wrenbury, who died in 1855, assumed the name 
of Starkey under a will of 1809.

1 Cheshire Sheaf, Ser. III., vol. v., 94. 
* 2nd Series, vol. ix.
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We feel sure, however, that the collateral lines 
of the pedigree here printed are capable of much 
further elaboration, but this we must leave to 
others.

As will be seen from the references we have 
made very full use of the Victoria History and to 
the editors the fullest acknowledgments are due. 
So far as possible an independent investigation 
of the available sources has been made.

The following abbreviated references have been 
used : 

V.C.H. = the Victoria Hist, of Co. Lancaster. 
C.D.=Crosse Deeds, in Schedule of Deeds at Shaw Hill,

Chorley, by R. D. Radcliffe, M.A., F.S.A. (Trans. Hist.
Soc. Lanes. & Chesh., Vols. xli., xlii., xliii., xlv. ;
also priv. reprint, 1895). 

T. = Crosse and other deeds, in Tmvneley MS. GG (Brit.
Mus. Add. MSS. 32305). 

M.D. = Moore Deeds, in Calendar of Moore MSS. (Roc.
Soc. Lanes. & Chcsh. Vol. Ixvii.).

PEDIGREE No. 1.
I. ROBERT LE WALEYS, of the Cross of 

Lathom, near Ormskirk, Co. Lanes, temp. 
Henry III ; mentioned as greatgrandfather 
of Robert of the Cross of Lathom in a suit of 
1321 (V.C.H., iii. 255, n.6).

II. RICHARD LE WALEYS, of the Cross of 
Lathom, son and heir of (I.) (suit of 1321) ; 
perhaps identical with Richard de la Croyz, 
father of Adam de la Croyz of Wigan (C.D. 
20) ; issue : 
1. Richard le Waleys (III.), of whom below.
2. Robert of the Cross of Lathom, the elder, 

living 1291 and 1309 (V.C.H. iii. 255).
3. Adam, brother of Robert of the Cross of 

Lathom the elder (ibid) ; perhaps identical 
with Adam de Cruce of Wigan (see Pedigree 
No. 2 and V.C.H. iv., 75, w.98; iii. 255, n.7).

4. Henry, living 1291.
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III. RICHARD LE WALEYS, son and heir of 
(II.) (suit of 1321); also called " Richard le 
Juvene" of the Cross, 1292 (V.C.H. iii. 255, n.4).

IV. ROBERT OF THE CROSS OF LATHOM junior, 
son of (III.) plaintiff in 1321 in a cairn to 
land at Lathom of which his greatgrandfather, 
Robert le Waleys, was seised temp. Henry III. 
(V.C.H. iii. 255, n.6).

V. ROBERT, SON OF ROBERT OF THE CROSS OF 
LATHOM, living in 1334 and defendant with 
his wife Isolda in a Wigan suit (V.C.H. iii. 
255, n.7). The further descent in this line 
cannot be made out.

PEDIGREE No. 2.
I. ADAM DE CRUCE, or DEL CROSSE, of 

Wigan, living 1277 and 1292 (V.C.H. iv. 
75, n.98; iii. 255, n.7) ; perhaps identical 
with Adam brother of Robert of the Cross of 
Lathom (see Pedigree No. 1). Issue : 
1. William del Crosse (II.), of whom below.
2. John de Cruce, of Wigan, living 1295 and 

1329 (V.C.H. iv. 75 ; C.D. passim); per 
haps husband of Margery wife of " John 
de la Croyz of Lathom," 1292 (Lanes. 
Final Concords, i. 72) ; Issue : 
(i) Thurstan de Cruce, of Wigan, living 

1324-67 ; marr. Emma (V.C.H. iv. 75; 
C.D. 36, 37) ; issue : 
(a) Hugh del Crosse, of Wigan, living 

1370 and 1392 (V.C.H. iv. 75, w.101) ; 
Mayor of Wigan 1386 (C.D. 80) ; marr. 
Katherine, widow of (1) John Crosse 
(IV.) and (2) William son of Adam de 
Liverpool ; (for her see below). She 
had issue by Hugh, possibly Richard
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(V.), and also Henry (perhaps only 
son), and Imayne, both living 1395 
(V.C.H. iv. 75, w.101). The latter 
probably marr. John Fox of Burton 
in Wirral as his son, Richard Fox, 
calls Richard del Crosse (V.) his 

- "uncle" (T. 2840). Hugh died circa
1392.

(b, William \ living 1395 (V.C.H. iv. 
(c)~Gilbert f 75, n. 101). 

(ii) William, living 1324 (C.D. 36 ; V.C.H.
iv. 75).

(i) Matilda (or Maud], marr. Henry 
Banastre (of Walton ?) (C.D. 36).

1. Margery, (C.D. 36), perhaps Margery 
sister of John atte Crosse and widow in 
1331 of Roger de Wigan, (son of William 
son of Hugh de Wigan) (V.C.H. iv. 74, 
«.89; C.D. 14*, 36).

2. Ellen, marr. Alan the fuller, son of Walter 
the fuller, of Wigan, who occurs with his 
brothers John and William 1299-1323 
(V.C.H. iv. 76, C.D. 14 etc.).

II. WILLIAM DEL CROSSE, the " walker " (or 
fuller), of Wigan (V.C.H. iv. 76) ; called 
William Crosse son and heir of Almeric (? for 
Adam) Crosse in Visitation Co. Lanes. 1567 ; 
had land in Ormskirk (V.C.H. iv. 76, «. 102) ; 
married Emma daughter of Thomas de Ince. 
She a widow in 1316 (ibid}. Issue :  
1. Almoric, or Aymory, the walker of Wigan, 

(III.), of whom below.

III. ALMORIC, o r AYMORY, the walker, of
Wigan, living 1309 and 1345, married Agnes

...... ; she was a widow in 1359
(V.C.H. iv. M.102). He is called Almeric
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Crosse son and heir of William Crosse in 
Visitation 1567. Issue : 
1. John Crosse (IV.), of whom below.
2. William, the walker, of Wigan, living 

1347 and 1369; married Isobel ...................
and had a son Aymory the walker of Wigari 
(V.C.H. iv. 76), who was living 1380 and 
1417 and married Alice daughter of Adam 
the loriner of Wigan (C.D.80), and had a 
son Henry.

3.  Henry, living 1369 (V.C.H. iv. 76), and 
had a son Richard Aymary who is men 
tioned in 1423 as " cousin " of Richard 
del Crosse (ibid. n.W2).

4. Thurstan, living 1369 (ibid).

IV. JOHN CROSSE, alias AMORYSON, son of 
Almoric, son of William, son of Adam ; of 
Wigan and Liverpool ; living 1331-1369 ; 
called John Crosse of Liverpool in Visitation 
1567 ; purchased land in Liverpool from 
Adam son of Richard de Liverpool circa 1347 
(V.C.H. iv. 76, w.102) ; Mayor or deputy- 
mayor of Liverpool 1368 (Trans. Hist. Soc. 
Lanes, and Ches. liv. 124) ; died 1369 (C.D. 
65, 66) ; he married, about 1366 (C.D. 56), 
Katherine daughter of Adam son of Matthew 
de Kenyon, and had issue as below; she 
married, secondly, circa 1371-4, William son 
of Adam de Liverpool, who died in 1383 and 
by whom she had issue (Trans. Hist. Soc. 
Lanes. & Ches. Iv. 114). She married, 
thirdly, Hugh del Crosse of Wigan, (see 
above), and, fourthly, Thos. del Hough 
(Thornton Hough in Wirral), who died 
in 1409. A son John del Hough, " brother 
of Richard del Crosse and of John de 
Liverpool," is mentioned (T.2301). Thos.
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del Hough had a former wife also 
called Katherine (Ormerod's Cheshire ii. 
549, V.C.H. iv. 76, w.101). Katherine 
(his second wife) was living in 1417 (C.D.126), 
and is given a first husband William de 
Houghton in Visit. Co. Lanes. 1567, probably 
an error. The following are mentioned in 
1369 as sons of John " Almoricson " and 
Katherine, his widow, in an agreement to 
give Adam de Kenyon custody of the 
children's goods (C.D. 66). : 
(1). Richard. Unless Katherine had two 

sons each called Richard by her first and 
third husbands (who were both Crosses), 
this Richard was the successor (V.) (see 
V.C.H. iv. 76, «.102).

(2). Nicholas.
(3). Thurstan.

V. RICHARD DEL CROSSE, of Wigan, Liverpool 
and Chorley ; son of Katherine (C.D. 113, 
125, T. 2679), but by which husband is not 
certain (see above and V.C.H. iv. 76, w.102) ; 
called son and heir of John Crosse of Liverpool 
and Katherine in the Visitation 1567, and son 
of John son of Almoric in a MS. pedigree 
(M.D. 365) ; living ? 1369-1442 ; Mayor 
of Liverpool 1409-10 (T.2592, 2700) ; pur 
chased lands in Liverpool and settled 
there ; also bought the Eaves Hall (Crosse 
Hall) property at Healey in Chorley 1418-20 
(V.C.H. vi. 40) ; married Margaret ........... ... ,
she living 1437 (C.D. 138). Issue: 
(1). John Crosse (VI.), of whom below.
(2). Perhaps Edmund Crosse ; living 1450 

and 1472, witness in 1461 and 1471 to 
sales of land in Liverpool to John Crosse 
of Liverpool (T. 2232, 2270) ; Royal
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bailiff, approver and lessee of the lordship 
of Liverpool (Hist. Mun. Gov. Liverpool, 
316 etc.) ; Mayor 1469-70 (Tram. Hist. 
Soc. liv. 130). This Edmund may, how 
ever, have been of a Rivington family. 
Perhaps Henry Crosse of Wavertree, gent., 
lessee of the lordship of Liverpool 1475 
etc. (Hist. Mun. Gov. Liverpool, 324 etc.), 
was a son of Edmund.

VI. JOHN CROSSE, of Wigan, Liverpool and 
Chorley, son and heir of (V.) ; Mayor of 
Liverpool 1459 and 1476 (Trans. Hist. Soc. 
liv. 130 ; Cal. Moore Deeds No. 194) ; 
Commissioner of Peace 1 Feb. 1485-6, and 26 
March, 1489 (Duchy of Lane. Pat. Roll). 
In 1442 it was proposed that he should marry 
Alison daughter of William Norreys (T. 2281) ; 
married, first, Joan daughter of Ric. Calcott 
of the City of Chester, gentleman ; dis 
pensation 26th July, 1449 from Archbishop 
of York, citing a dispensation of Pope 
Nicholas V., they being twice related in the 
4th degree (Reg. Kempe 137 a.b., in Test. 
£6or.(Surtees Soc.), iii. 331); married, secondly, 
Agnes, Annis, Alice or Avis [? Botyll]," late 
wife" (C.D. 165, 167) ; she was married 
again before 1526 to Humphrey Gerard and 
they then released her dower lands to 
"Master John Crosse, clerk" (T. 2371). 
Will of John Crosse of Liverpool dated 20th 
August, 1502 ; to be buried in the chancel of 
St. Nicholas of Liverpool before the image 
of the Blessed Mary ; to Richard Crosse 
my son and heir, my best gown and the big 
brass pot that was his mother's ; to Roger 
his son, my second best gown ; to my son 
William Crosse, goods in my workshop
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(opella), Richard my heir to assign to him 
the house and garden in Ley Dale Street in 
which Henry Plumbe dwells and my two 
workshops (with the chambers), next the 
Cross, for life (see C.D. 164) ; to my wife 
Agnes and my son John the chaplain, 12 
silver spoons equally between them ; John 
Crosse, son of Richard my heir, to have the 
farm of the tenement I have in the lordship 
of Walton from Wm. Lightwode for 4 years, 
on condition he be willing to take holy orders, 
also 20s, a tunic and gown and a pair of 
" ledrybuskynnus " ; what I heretofore had 
and bought of Margaret Tailor to be ex 
pended for maintenance of a priest to 
celebrate before the image of the Blessed 
Mary in the chapel of Liverpool, except the 
workshop which I have given to the main 
tenance of a chaplain celebrating in the 
chapel of St. Mary de Key ; to Wm. Bolton, 
vicar of Walton, a silver bowl ; to Ellen 
Cross my sewing maid 20s. ; to James 
Thomasson 10s. and the tenement in which 
Henry Coke dwells or that in which the 
widow of Edmund Thorpe dwells, for life, 
he to take my sewing maid Joan Longbakke 
to wife ; to John Crouke, one cow ; to the 
church of St. Mary of Walton 26s. 8d. ; to 
the church of Sefton 20s. out of money in 
hands of the rector ; all other goods to my 
son John the chaplain, my wife Agnes and 
Wm. Bolton chaplain, to dispose for my soul; 
witnessed by Thomas Eyvis, Mayor of Liver 
pool, Thomas Harebrowne, William Hare- 
browne, gent., John Fleccher, John Woolfall, 
Richard Fletewode, chaplain ; proved 23rd 
Sept., 1502 by the executor (John Crosse)



164 The Crosse Family of Wigan,

(P.C.C. 11 Blamyr). Issue (probably all by 
first wife) : 
(1) Richard Crosse (VII.) , of whom below.
(2) William Crosse, mercer, of Liverpool 

and London ; married Alice ..................... ;
his will dated 18th December, 15Q2 ; to 
be buried in the chapel of St. Nicholas of 
Lyverpoll; all stuff in shop in Lyverpoll 
to son John and daughter Elizabeth, my 
brother Sir John Crosse priest to have the 
guiding thereof to their behoof; to wife 
Alice stuff and goods in London and lease 
of the " s(c)halding house " for 10 years 
on condition she pay my debts ; the over 
plus of the lease to descend to my said son 
and daughter ; to Sir John Fleccher 5s. ; 
20s. to the building of a house that shall 
be made to the behoof of a priest to sing 
afore Our Lady of the Kye in Lyverpolle ; 
executors wife and son ; my brother, Sir 
John Crosse, to be overseer ; witnessed by 
John Crosse, priest, Sir John Fleccher, 
priest, Elizabeth Themberton (Pember- 
ton ?) ; proved 1st March, 1502-3 by relict 
and executrix, with power reserved etc. 
(P.C.C. 22 Blamyr). Issue : 

probably both died 
without issue as the

1. John.
2. Elizabeth.

lease of the scalding 
house in London
seems to have passed 
to their uncle John. 

(3) John Crosse, founder of the grammar 
School at Liverpool and of the chantry of 
St. Katherine in the chapel there ; called 
" my son John the chaplain " (will of 
father 1502), " rny brother Sir John Crosse 
priest " (will of brother William 1502) ;
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executor of father's will ; early benefices 
not known ; appointed 16 Sept., 1489, by 
the Dean of St. Martin's-le-Grand (the 
regular patron), to the rectory of St. 
Nicholas ad Macellas (in the Flesh 
Shambles), London, which he held till his 
death in 1517 (Hennessy, Novum Rcper- 
torium Ecc. Par. Londinense, 1893, p. 352) ; 
on 8th Aug., 1493, as Master John Crosse, 
M.A. (probably of Oxford), priest, he was 
instituted personally, at Burgh St. Peter, 
to a mediety of the parish church of 
(All Saints) Turvey, Beds., patron the 
prior and convent of St. Neots (Lincoln 
Epis. Reg. xxii., 271, </.). Said to have 
been also one of the two chantry 
priests at Turvey founded by the will 
dated 1504 of Sir John Mordaunt of 
Turvey, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lane. 1504 (Harvey, History of Hundred 
of Willey, 198; Nicolas, Test. Vetusta, ii. 
461) ; executor and residuary legatee of 
the will dated 21st November 1478 of Hugh 
Botyll, perpetual vicar of the prebendal 
church of Pottern (or Porton), Co. Wilts. 
(Harl. MS. 2042, 162). On 10th April 1507 
as rector of St. Nicholas etc., but not of 
Turvey, he enfeoffed, for the fulfilment of 
his last will, John Fleccher chaplain, John 
son of Richard Crosse, Thomas son of 
George Raynford, William Moore, Evan 
Haghton, Roger Fazakerley and William 
Lake, with all his lands, etc. in Lyrpole 
or Co. Lanes., also those in Fazakerley held 
by feoffment of his " relation " Hugh 
Botehyll, clerk, and the premises there 
bought from William Light wood (C.D. 170); 
a similar deed dated 6 Henry VIII. (1514-15)
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confirms these lands to the same feoffees 
except Fletcher ; John Crosse, son of 
Richard, being there called rector of 
Mickleham, Thomas Raynford being called 
of Turvey chaplain, and Hugh Botill being 
entitled B.(accalanus) U .(triusque) J.(iwis) 
(Duchy of Lane. Dep. 66). On 5th Febru 
ary, 1509-10, he received the king's general 
pardon1 as John Crosse clerk, alias John 
Crosse of London parson of the parish 
church of St. Nicholas ad Macellas, alias 
John Crosse parson of the parish church of 
Turvey, alias John Crosse late of Lyverpull 
clerk, executor of the will of John Crosse 
late of Lyverpull gentleman, alias John 
Crosse clerk, executor of the will of Master 
Hugh Botyll late vicar of " Portorn " 
Co. Wilts (Pat. Roll. Suppl. 57, m.25, 
formerly Pardon Roll 1 Henry VIII. Part 
II) ; he died between 4th June and 3rd 
July 1517 (when a successor was instituted 
to Turvey), having made two wills.

By his first will, dated 10th May, 1515, as 
parson of St. Nicholas, etc. (but not of 
Turvey), (printed in full Liverpool Vestry 
Books, ed. Peet, i. 450), he left the lands in 
Liverpool which he had by deed of gift of 
" Sir " Hugh Botill, son and heir of Hugh 
Botill of Liverpool, and lands bought from 
William Lightwood in Fazakerley, etc., 
upon the trusts of the deed of feoffment 
(of 1507 etc.), and provided for the estab 
lishment of a chantry priest before the 
altar of St. Katherine in the Chapel of 
Liverpool, to pray for the souls of John 
Crosse, Avice Crosse, Hugh Botyll and

1 We owe this reference to Professor J. A. Twemlow of the University 
of Liverpool.
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their friends, and, after his death, for that 
of the founder etc. ; the will gave the 
appointment of new trustees of the chantry 
foundation to the Mayor of Liverpool and 
testator's brother Richard Crosse, etc., and 
provided that the priest should keep 
" gramer scole " and take fees except from 
children named Crosse and those who were 
poor ; testator further gave to the Mayor 
and burgesses of Liverpool " the new- 
called Our Ladie House " to keep their 
courts etc., the cellar under it to provide 
help for the chantry priest of Our Lady of 
the Chapel of the Key, he to give 5s. a year 
out of the income to the chantry priest of 
St. Katherine etc. ; witnessed by Hum 
phrey Crosse priest, John Ogle, Thomas 
Eccleston, Laurence Ireland and John 
" Wrythtyntone." Place and date of pro 
bate unknown and possibly never proved, 
though acted upon in 1527 and 1554 as a 
trust by the Chancery Courts (Duchy of 
Lane. Pleadings iv. C2 (1527), Depositions 
vol. 66, M3 « r).

The second will, as parson of Tyrvey, is 
date 4th June 1517 ; my body to be 
buried in the church of All Saints in Tyrvey 
in the high chancel; to my sister Mary 
my best bed and a violet gown ; to my 
sister Elizabeth a bed in London ; to Sir 
Thomas Raynesford priest a bed in Tyrvey 
with what books be'th necessary for him 
to occupy ; to my cousin Elizabeth Pem- 
berton a bed and my russet gown furred 
with black lamb ; to John Copyn a bed 
with half the brass pots and old pewter 
vessels in Tyrvey to the use of Margaret 
his wife and her children, and both my
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carts and two carthouses, two kine, ten 
sheep and ten lambs ; my cousin 
[ ? nephew ] John Sutton to have the lease 
of the Scalding house in St. Nicholas 
Shambles in London, during the years, 
to find him to school if he will be a 
priest, or else it be disposed to find some 
other to the school at the mind of my 
cousin [nephew] John Crosse ; to my cousin 
[nephew] James Crosse the great bed and 
hangings in the parlour in London ; my 
farm stock to George Slake, Richard Bar- 
bor, John Bulloke, Thomas Waren ; to the 
Abbey of Lavenden [Bucks.] twelve sheep 
and twelve lambs towards the building of 
the cloister ; to my cousin [? nephew] 
Richard Crosse's wife a gown furred with 
white ; to Sir John Dorff 40s. in remittance 
of part of his debt ; to Maister Pate one 
book ; to my cousin [? nephew] Richard, 
" querester " at Whitingdon College (see 
below) 40s. ; all my books of parchment to 
be equally divided betwixt Mawdelyn Col 
lege and the King's College of Brasynnose in 
Oxford ; the parson that shall succeed me 
to have the house I dwell in, with the lead 
and the brewing vats for dilapidation ; to 
the church of St. Nicholas in Lyverpole, 
four books, two of them Distmctorium 
Viciorium1 and the other the Con 
stitutions and Randowlff ; to my cousin 
[nephew] John Crosse clerk a bed, a gown 
and the use of all my books unto such time 
that my cousin [? nephew] John Sutton be 
able to occupy them, or else to be disposed

1 A " Summa que Destructorium Viciorum appellatur . . . cujusdam 
fabri lignarii filio . . . anno 1429 collecta " was printed at Cologne, 
1480 and 1485, and at Nuremburg, 1496 and later (Cat. Brit. Mus.). 
There is now no trace of this or the other books at St. Nicholas' Church.
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for the health of my soul; all the rest of 
my goods to my said cousin John Crosse, 
and my sister Mary, to be disposed as they 
perceive my mind, whom I constitute my 
executors, and Master John Mordauntesq. 
supervisor ; witnesses, Maister John Mor- 
daunt, esquier, Sir Thomas Raynforth, 
curett of the parish, and Humphrey Har- 
dys ; proved 6th July 1517 by the execu 
tors (P.C.C. 34 Holder).

(4) Perhaps Edmund Crosse, who married a 
daughter of Sir William Norreys of Speke 
(M.S. ped. M.D.365), and, with his wife 
and " children " was commemorated in a 
stained glass window in the Norreys Chapel 
at Childwall Church, Co. Lanes. (Trans. 
Hist Soc., Ixv., 99). Issue (inter alias) : 
1. Laurence. ) /A/rc  , ,  . x2.-William. { (MS- Ped " loc - <"')

(1) Mary, married in 1486 John son of 
Gilbert Sutton of Scarisbrick (Scarisbrick 
Deed 178), and had issue (V.C.H., iii. 273).

(2) Margaret, married circa 1470 Edmund 
son of Richard Gillibrand of Lathom (C.D. 
147).

VII. RICHARD CROSSE, of Walton on the Hill, 
Liverpool and Chorley, son and heir of 
(VI.) ; living in 1515 (C.D. 175 etc.) ; 
married, first, Elizabeth daughter and co 
heir of Roger Walton of Walton-on-the-Hill 
and Fazakerley, Co. Lanes., armiger, the 
estates being partitioned 4th July 1494 (Chor 
ley Survey (Rec. Soc. Lanes. & Cheshire), 
37); issue seven children ; married, secondly, 
Elizabeth daughter of Edmund Win- 
stanley of Winstanley, Co. Lanes., marriage
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agreement 1493 (T. 2250). Issue six (?) 
children. Issue of first marriage : 
1. Roger (VIII.), of whom below.
2. John (IX), of whom below.
3. Robert, ob. s. p.
4. Richard, probably " my cousin [nephew] 

Richard, querester [chorister] at Whiting- 
don College " [Whittington's College in the 
Ch. of St. Michael Paternoster, Cannon 
Street, London] will of John Crosse, rector 
of Turvey, 1517) ; ob. s. p.

5. William, married circa 1522 Joan 
daughter of Henry Banastre (T. 2887). 
She held Crosse Hall, Liverpool, for life 
(T. 2488), and was alive in 1548 (will of 
Richard Banastre of Bank in Lanes. & 
Ches. Wills (Chet. Soc.), i. 200). He died 
s.p. before 30th April 1532 (will of IX.), 
and probably before December 1526 
(Liverpool Town Bks. ed. Twemlow i. 434).

1. Blanche, married in 1515 to Roger Breres, 
yeoman and linendraper, of Chorley (C.D. 
175, 179) ; became joint heiress of the 
Walton and Fazakerley property of her 
mother and had issue.

2. Margaret, married George Garston of 
Walton (C.D. 179) ; joint heiress with her 
sister Blanche.

Issue of second marriage of Richard 
Crosse (VII.) : 

1. James (X), of whom below.
2. Edmund, second in remainder after his 

brother James, and executor of will 1532 
of half-brother John (IX) ; " servant to 
John Lord Mordaunt " (MS.ped.M.D. 365).

3. Perhaps Humphrey (MS. ped. M.D.365). 
A Humphrey Crosse, priest, was a witness 
in 1515 to the will of John Crosse rector
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of St. Nicholas etc., a defendant in a 
Liverpool chantry suit of 1527, and men 
tioned in 1530 (deed of rector of Moulsoe 
below), also a chantry priest of St. 
Katherine's altar in St. Nicholas', Liverpool, 
1533 (Valor Ecc. v. 221), also master of 
the Grammar School and aged 50 in 1548 
(Gregson's Fragments and Liverpool Town 
Books, i. 140, 532). All these are perhaps 
not identical. 

4. George (MS. ped.).
1. Katherine, mentioned in will of half- 

brother John (IX.) ; married (1) John War 
ren of St. Albans, (2) Edward Taylor of 
Hadley, Co. Middlesex, son of Edward Tay 
lor of same and Eleanor his wife, daughter 
of Edward Cheeseman, " cofferer to Henry 
8 " (Middlesex, Peds., Harl. Soc.).

2. Elizabeth (MS. ped.).

VIII. ROGER CROSSE, of Walton, Liverpool, 
Wigan and Chorley ; eldest son and heir of 
(VII.) (C.D. 171, 174 etc.) ; married Letitia 
daughter of Thomas Norreys of West Derby, 
(according to Foster) which marriage was 
dissolved 12th October 1519 by the official 
of Bishop of Chester, for want of consent, the 
parents having compulsorily espoused them 
when children (C.D. 176) ; Burke states 
that Letitia afterwards married Thos. Norreys 
of Speke; but she may have been daughter of 
Richard Norreys, married, secondly, Hum 
phrey Ball of Chester (Visitation of Cheshire 
1613, 15). Roger Crosse died 22nd April 1522 
s.p. ; inq.p.m. at Preston, llth August; 1 
he was seised of 56 messuages and 1215 
acres of various kinds of land, etc., as

1 The year is now illegible.
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follows : Walton 12 messuages, 450 acres, 
held of the King in socage, rent 20s. ; Liver 
pool 12 messuages, 150 acres, a windmill, 
of the Duke of Lanes, in free burgage, rent 
23s. lOd. ; (West) Derby 2 messuages 42 
acres, of the King by custom of manor and 
court roll, rent 11s. 8d. ; Rainhill 1 mes 
suage 16 acres, of Richard Lancaster esq. 
in socage, rent 4|d. ; Much Woolton 2 mes 
suages 22 acres, of St. John of Jerusalem in 
socage, 12d. rent ; Ditton 2 messuages 36 
acres, of William Dichefield in socage, rent 
4d. ; Upholland 17 acres, of Edward Earl of 
Derby by custom and court roll, rent 17s. ; 
Golborn 1 messuage 28 acres,of Thomas Lang- 
ton and Henry Keighley, esqs., in socage, 
rent 3s. 8d. ; Wigan 8 burgages 44 acres, of 
rector of Wigan in free burgage, rent 19s. 2d. ; 
Adlington 2 messuages 54 acres, of the Lords 
of Leylandshire in socage, rent 8|d. ; Heath 
Chernock 1 messuage 30 acres, of St. John of 
Jerusalem, in socage, rent 12d. ; Coppull 3 
messuages 66 acres, of Richard Worthington 
of Worthington, in socage, rent 4s. ; Chorley 
10 messuages 260 acres, of the Lords of Ley 
landshire, rent 26s. 8d. ; and of St. John of 
Jerusalem, rent 4d. ; John Crosse, clerk, is 
his brother and heir and was 40 years and 
more at date of inq. It also appears that on 
12th September 1522 the said John granted, 
by charter, to Nicholas Banastre and Henry 
Banastre jun., gents., Crosse Hall in Lyver- 
pole, etc., to Joan daughter of Henry Banas 
tre for life, etc., then to William Crosse 
brother and heir [apparent] of said John; 
Alexander Banastre and Thomas Banastre, 
chaplain, being appointed attorneys to 
deliver seisin ; said Joan still was living.
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Also that by another charter 19th February 
1524-5 John Crosse (IX), rector of Mulsho, 
Bucks, confirmed to said William and Joan 
for her life other lands in Liverpool, etc. 
(Duchy of Lane. Inq. p.m. vi. 18).

IX. JOHN CROSSE ; "to take Holy Orders " 
(will of grandfather 1502) ; a chaplain 1509 
(C.D. 171) ; aged 40 and more at Inq. p.m. 
of brother Roger, to whose Lancashire estates 
he became heir ; probably John Crosse of 
Lincoln College, Oxford, B.A. 18th June 1511, 
M.A. 27th June 1514 ; presented to numerous 
benefices ; instituted 31st October 1513 
(patron John Mordaunt of Turvey) to the 
rectory of Mickleham, Surrey (Manning and 
Bray, Surrey ii. 663) ; instituted 15th Novem 
ber 1518 (by the same patron on grant from 
Goring Priory) to the rectory of Moulsoe, 
Bucks. (Lincoln Epis. Reg. xxv. 53), also on 
22nd May 1525 by the same (then Sir John 
Mordaunt Kt.), to the rectory of White 
Roding, Essex, which he held till his death 
(Newcourt, Repertorium (1710) ii. 500) ; also 
on 3rd June, 1530, by the same to the vicarage 
of West Horndon, Essex, which he soon 
resigned, a successor being appointed 24th 
August 1530 (ibid. 342) ; resigned Moulsoe, 
not " to a kinsman " as thought by Lipscomb 
(Bucks, iv. 254) but probably pro forma, on 
presentation to West Horndon. He appears 
to have been re-instituted to Moulsoe " on 
resignation," personally at Woburn, 18th June 
1530, patron Sir John Mordaunt (Lincoln Ep. 
Reg. xxvii. 213) ; on 12th October 1530, as 
rector of Moulsoe, he made a feoffment to Sir 
Ewin Quykk, clerk, George Goldwell and 
William Dowse, upon the trusts of his last will,
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of all lands in Co. Lanes, formerly held 
by John Crosse his grandfather and inherited 
from his brother Roger (except lands in Cop- 
pull, etc., with which he enfeoffed John Mor- 
daunt jun. and Edmund Feteplace esquires, 
Roger Hoggeson and Henry Holywell by 
charter 24th June 1528), Humphrey Crosse 
clerk and Richard Dowse being appointed to 
deliver seisin (C.D. 178) ; died between 30th 
April and 10th September 1532 when a 
successor was appointed to White Roding 
(Newcourt, Repertorium ii. 500) and on 20th 
June 1533 to Moulsoe, both on his death 
(Lincoln Epis. Reg. xxvii. 217 d). Will, as 
rector of Moulsoe, dated 30th April 1532 ; to 
be buried where I die ; to Master Sterky my 
gown of medley furred with black lamb, and 
to John Hoggeson, clerk, my best short gown 
with two tippets of same cloth ; to the Royal 
College of Oxford called Brasenose1 , four 
books of the Bible with " Lira ", six books 
of Antoninus (three called " Cronicles " and 
three " Summa") and a book called " St. 
Augustine on the City of God " ; residue of 
goods to [half] brother Edmund Crosse, he 
to pay £5 to Katherine Crosse my sister to 
her marriage, at the discretion of Sir John 
Mordaunt, Kt., Lord Mordaunt ; all lands in 
Wigan, Lyverpole and Walton which de 
scended to me on death of my father to my 
[half] brother James Crosse and to Edmund 
Crosse in tail male successively with con 
tingent remainders etc. to Blanche Brears, 
Margaret Garston and said James ; lands in

1 The College has two volumes of " The Bible with Lira," three 
parts (Nos. 2, 3, 4) of the Summa, dated 1475 (inscribed ' ex dono ' the 
founder Bp. Smith of Lincoln), and " St. Augustine," etc., 1488 (in 
scribed ex dono John Haster, a fellow). This will throws doubt on 
these ascriptions.
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Coppull, Heath Chernock, Heley and Chorley 
and a messuage called " le Crossehall " and 
all manors etc. to the same belonging, with 
the moiety of a water mill, to Edmund for 
life, then to Blanche and Margaret in tail, 
James in tail, and heirs male of Edmund ; if 
Blanche and Margaret disturb James in the 
enjoyment of the lands at Walton which Joan 
Crosse widow of my brother William Crosse 
enjoys of my grant for life, then after her 
death the lands in Heley and Chorley with 
Crossehall etc. to remain, after death of 
Edmund, to James ; rest of lands in Co. 
Lanes, to Blanche and Margaret in tail, 
except a messuage in Golborn in par. of 
Wynwick to servant William Dowse for life ; 
executors Robert Lattymer gent, and brother 
Edmund ; overseer " Lord " Mordaunt ; wit 
nessed by Sir John Mordaunt Kt. " Lord " 
Mordaunt, John Mordaunt esq., John Browne 
esq., Edmund Fetiplace esq., Eugene Quike 
chaplain, Proved 27th February 1532-3 by 
Edmund Crosse (P.C.C. 24 Thrower).

X. JAMES CROSSE, goldsmith and citizen of 
London (C.D. 181, 187, etc.) ; heir to the 
Lancashire estates of his half-brother 
John (IX) (C.D. 179 etc.) ; married Mar 
garet daughter of ....... ...Cotes, according
to Visitation 1567, but daughter of Thomas 
Trotter according to MS. ped. (M D. 365). 
He died 24th Jan. " last past " 4/5 Philip 
& Mary ; his inq. p.m. at Wigan, 4/5 

Ph. & M. (1557-8), shows he mortgaged the 
estates (being the same as those held by Roger 
Crosse), to John Fleetwood, esq. for £60 and 
that on 20th November, 1538 they were 
assigned by Fleetwood, James Crosse and his
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wife Margaret, to Roger Ashawe esq. and 
Lawrence Ashawe his brother on the uses of 
a deed of 10th November 1538 between 
Roger Ashawe and James Crosse ; John son 
and heir of James Crosse having married 
Alice daughter of Roger Ashawe ; remainders 
are mentioned to Thomas and Christopher 
brothers of John Crosse and to the heirs of 
Richard Crosse, great-grandfather of James ; 
Margaret the wife and Roger Ashawe were 
then dead ; John Crosse was his son and 
heir, aged 33 at date of inq. (Duchy of Lane. 
Inq. p.m. x. 20). Issue : 
1. John (XL), of whom below.
2. Thomas (Visit. 1567), (ancester of Crosse 

of Ledsham Co. Chester according to 
Foster, but this has not been proved.

3. Christopher (Visit. 1567), mentioned as a 
Spanish merchant 1561 and 1564 (C.D. 
196 and Liverpool Town Books i. 179).

1. Elizabeth, married George Bloodworth 
(Visit. 1567).

XL JOHN CROSSE, of Crosse Hall in Chorley, 
Healey and Crosse Hall in Liverpool, son and 
heir of (X) ; aged 33 at Inq. p.m. of father ; 
Mayor of Liverpool 1565 and 1572, deputy- 
searcher of Liverpool Customs 1563-4, Mayor- 
elect 1563, deputy-mayor 1568, etc. (Liver 
pool Town Books, i. 615 index) ; married 
thrice, first, to Alice daughter of Roger 
Ashawe of the Hall of the Hill in Heath 
Charnock, Co. Lanes., contract for marriage 
llth October 1533 (C.D. 181, 184, 185) ; she 
was buried at Chorley 26th February, 1557-8 ; 
issue six children ; married, secondly, Alice 
daughter of Ralph Assheton of Great Lever, 
Co. Lanes. (Visitn. 1567) ; issue a daughter ;
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married, thirdly, Ann daughter of Robert 
Langton of The Lowe in Hindley, Co. Lanes. 
(Visitation}. John Crosse died in July 1575 ; 
will dated 24th July 17 Elizabeth ; to 
be buried in the chapel of Lyverpole usually 
called the chapel of Saynt Nicholas ; mentions 
wife, daughter Bridgett (£100), sons Richard, 
Robert, William, Edmond and John ; and 
Jane Langton ; executors Peter Stanley of 
Bickerstaffe, Ralph Assheton of Lever, 
Thomas Ashaw of the Hill, Edward Stanley 
of Pou(l)ton ; witnesses, John Maynwaring, 
William Secum, Richard Andleser, Roger 
............................... proved C. C. Chester 1st August
1575 by first three executors. 
Issue of first marriage : 
1. John (XII.), of whom below.
2. Richard.
3. Robert.
4. William.
5. Edmund, bapt. 22nd July 1557 at Chorley. 
1. Ann, married Laurence Ireland of

Lydiate, Co. Lanes. (Visitn. 1567). 
Issue of second marriage :  
1. Bridget, married Laurence Brownlow

(MS. ped. M.D. 365).

XII. JOHN CROSSE, of Crosse Hall in Chorley 
and Crosse Hall in Liverpool, son and heir 
of (XL) ; Freeman of Liverpool 23rd July 
1568, bailiff 1569, mayor 1581-2 ; married 
Alice daughter of John Moore of Bankhall, 
Co. Lanes., marriage covenant 7th August 
1566 (C. D. 224, M.D. 255). She was alive 
in 1617 (will of son Richard). The will of 
John Crosse, dated 9th November 1596, men 
tions my wife "Alis," children, William, Mary, 
Eleanor and Elizabeth Chorley ; to son and
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heir Richard my gilt salte and cuppe, my 
grey mare and her colt ; to daughter Eliza 
beth " th'one of my little gilt bowles " ; to 
Alice her daughter an incalf heifer (T. 2251). 
Place and date of probate unknown. He was 
alive in 1598 (inq. p.m. of XIV.) and probably 
later. The name " John Crosse " appears as 
one of the 79 Lancashire gentry who signed 
a loyal address to James I. at Wigan on 31st 
March 1603 (Lanes. Lieutenancy (Chet. Soc.) 
ii. 245). He was probably the John Crosse 
buried at Chorley llth September 1612. 
The inq. p.m. of his grandson, (XIV.), after 
reciting the seisin of the grandfather of the 
various estates (including 330 acres in Wood- 
church and Knoctorum, 1 Co. Chester, held 
of the manor of East Greenwich), states that 
by fine of 12th September 1598 he gave them 
to Henry Byrom, Philip Langton, William 
Moore and Laurence Browne [? Brownlow] to 
fulfil a settlement of 20th September 1596 
between (1) himself and his son and heir 
Richard and (2) Anne Ireland widow of 
George Ireland of Hutt. Issue : 
1. Richard (XIII.), of whom below.
2. William.
1. Elizabeth, married William Chorley of 

Chorley, Co. Lanes. (Visitns. 1567 and 1664, 
C.D. 189, 190).

2. Mary.
3. Eleanor.

XIII. RICHARD CROSSE, of Liverpool and 
Chorley ; son and heir of (XII.) ; Freeman 
of Liverpool 16th May 1574 ; married Anne 
daughter of Robert Langton of The Lowe, Co. 
Lanes. (Visitns. 1567, 1664) ; died at Liver-

1 For sales by the Crosses of this property, see Cheshire Sheaf, August- 
1921.
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pool 27th March 1619 ; Inq. p.m. 7th Sep 
tember, 1619 (Lanes. Inq. (Rec. Soc.) ii. 135 
and another ing. 27th September 1625, Duchy 
of Lane. Inq. p.m. xxv. 3) ; held upwards of 
600 acres in Liverpool, Walton, Fazakerley, 
West Derby, Coppull, Chorlej7 , Healey and 
Kirkdale in Co. Lanes., Woodchurch and 
Knoctorum, Co. Chester ; heir son John aged 
19 years, 1 month, 3 days. Will dated 20th 
August 1617 ; to be buried in the chappell 
of Liv'poole where formerlye my auncestors 
have been buryed ; £50 to be bestowed upon 
my funeral (£10 to poor of Walton, £10 
to poor of Lyverpoole, £30 on the blacks and 
mouldmeats and other necessaries); £300 to 
son Robert now an apprentice in London ; 
£360 to son William ; to brother William 
Crosse my ambling mare ; to my mother a 
best feather bed, etc. ; legacies to my cozen 
Richard Chorley, my cozen Alice Chorley, 
my cozen Laurence Brownlowe, my aunt 
Brownlowe, Henry Houle, John Wlnstanley, 
my cozen Judith More (£5 at her marriage), 
Richard Lunt my hoste, Mr. Richard More ; 
money owed by Mr. John Poole, Nicholas 
James and Tyrer, John Eccleston, John 
Banks, Richard Lunt, Mr. More's tenant ; 
all the rest to John Crosse, son and heir 
apparent ; executors John Harrington of 
Huyton Hey and James Anderton of Cleaton, 
Co. Lanes., the younger, esq. ; overseers Sir 
Richard Molineux Kt. and Bt., and Sir Gil 
bert Ireland Kt., my best beloved friends. 
Debts due to Hugh Stursacres, Mr. Hallowes 
of Manchester (for 4 yards of Kersey prooffe 
at 6s. 7d.) ; I remember not anie more but if 
any ells doe demand anye, on due prooffe pay 
it without suyte, for I have hated suyte all
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my lyeftime and wold not heare of it after 
my deathe ; a bond due to Ralph Eccleston 
and money owed by his brother Richard 
Eccleston for ground in the Speake fields ; 
bonds in my name of ould Mr. Starkey of 
Stretton, but the truth is the money is his 
daughter Timothye's (sic), but publish not 
this without her consent lest she lose her 
money to her father; Richard Eccleston 
my tenant. [Note on will] : " Upon Mon 
day in Easter weeke being the 29th of March 
1619 this will was found in the chiste of the 
said Richard Crosse at Walton in his chamber 
there amongst his bills and bonds of debt 
& in the same place where the gould & silver 
& rings were w'ch wee found, and the other 
syde of this sheete of pap. was cut the one 
half awaye as nowe it is, and this will wee 
foure found as aforesaid being putt in trust 
to look for it. [sd.] W. Norres, Alex Moli- 
neux, Robt. Blundell, Thomas Molineux." 
Proved C. C. Chester 8th August 1619 by 
John Harrington, power reserved to James 
Cleyton (sic), of Cleyton. Inventory 5th 
April 1619 by Oliver Fairhurst, John Diccon- 
son, Robt. Flecher and Richard Lunte, 
£1615 12s. 4d., six yoake of oxen (£64) barley, 
malte, oats, beanes, pease, rye, wheat, hus 
bandry geare, books (£5), bills, bonds, &c. 
(£1080 4s. 4d.) his backclothes and app'ell 
£20. Issue : 
1. John (XIV.), of whom below.
2. Robert (will of brother John) ; an appren 

tice in London 1617 (will of father) ; 
probably Robert Crosse of Chorley who 
proved the death of John Crosse (XIV.) 
in 1640 (Roy. Comp. Papers (Rec. Soc.), 
ii. 96).
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3. William, mentioned in wills of father and 
brother John.

XIV. JOHN CROSSE, of Liverpool and Chorley 
aged 19 years 1 month 3 days at inq. p.m. of 
father ; married, first, Juliana daughter of 
Henry Banestre of the Bank in Croston, Co. 
Lanes. ; she was buried at Chorley 15th 
March 1625-6 ; secondly, about February 
1630-1, Frances daughter of Thomas Wool- 
fall of Woolfall, Co. Lanes. ; postnuptial 
settlement of lands in Mellor and Showley 
30th October 1640 (Roy. Comp. Papers (Rec. 
Soc.), ii., 95) ; her will as Frances Crosse 
of Cunscough (in Melling), Co. Lanes., widow, 
dated 4th February 1688-9, proved C. C. 
Chester 15th June 1693 by the executors, 
" her kinsmen " John Bamber of Aughton, 
gentleman, and James Hunter of Cunscough, 
yeoman ; she left a gold ring and pix to her 
daughter-in-law Mistris Crosse, and a gold 
ring to her nephew, Master Stanley of Moor- 
hall (son of Peter Stanley who married 
testator's sister Elizabeth). Her arrears of 
jointure included £125 due from John Crosse 
esq. and £215 from Thomas Crosse esq. 
John Crosse died 3rd December 1640 at Tox- 
teth Park and was buried at Liverpool 
(Roy. Comp. Papers ii. 96) ; will dated 18th 
October 1637 ; to be buried in St. Nicholas' 
Chappell in Liverpoole amongst my ances 
tors ; lands in Lanes, and Cheshire (except 
certain lands to the use of John Crosse my 
second son) to executors for 9 years, they 
paying to my son Richard for his maintenance 
£30 p.a. and for the preferment in marriage 
of my daughter Frances ; mentions the house 
I bought of Richard Broster in Liverpool
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called the Angell with the horsemill thereto 
belonging ; my other younger children except 
John who is preferred ; son Richard under 
21, my brother Haggerston [Thomas Hag- 
gerston of Haggerston, Northumberland, 
created Bt. 1642, married Alice sister of I 
Juliana testator's first wife and was of | 
Cuerden Co. Lanes, in 1637] to bring him up, 
to whom and to my sister [-in-law] I bequeath 
gold rings ; my cousin Bridget Chorley ; my 
two brothers Robert and William ; Mr. 
Robert Harrington, Mr. Roger Briers, John 
Banks, Ralph Winstanley ; executors John 
Harrington of Huyton Hey and Richard 
Chorley of Chorley esq. ; debts to my two 
sons John and Thomas £400 ; debt due to 
me from William Crosse of Goosnergh £290 ; 
my son John in lieu of divers lands sold shall 
have all my lands in Shouley and Mellor ; 
proved C. C. Chester 29th January 1640. 
Inq. p.m. at Preston 30th April 1641, recites 
seisin, etc., of grandfather (see XII.), father 
Richard and self of the same estates ; also 
his own seisin of 8 messuages 200 acres in 
Mellor (held of heirs of Thomas Southworth) 
and Shouley (tenure unknown), 100 acres in 
Goosnergh (held of the Duke of Lanes, as 
i$6 knight's fee) ; that on 30th October 1640 
he conveyed those in Mellor and Shouley 
to Thomas Woolfall and Robert Harrington 
on trusts for his younger son John with 
remainder to settlor's other sons Thomas and 
Robert and to his own issue by Frances his 
wife ; that on 16th February 1630-1 he had 
granted Crosse Hall in Healey and Chorley 
etc. to John Harrington of Huyton and 
Robert Harrington his son and heir in satis 
faction of the dower of Frances (whom he was
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to marry) ; that he and his former wife 
Juliana were seised in her right of a mill and 
lands in Bretherton, (held of Duke of Lan 
caster as 200 of a knight's fee), and that they 
had issue Richard the eldest son and heir, 
aged 16 years 3 months 3 days at father's 
death. His wife Frances survives at Wool- 
fall (Duchy of Lane. Inq. p.m. xxix. 7 and 
C.D. 209). Issue: 
1. Richard (XV.), son of first wife. For him 

see below.
2. John, second son, of Showley and Mellor 

Co. Lanes., aged about 17 in 1652 (Roy. 
Comp. Papers ii. 95) ; and if so could not 
be a son of first wife.

3. Thomas (will and inq. of father).
4. Robert (inq. of father).
1. Frances (will of father), daughter of a 

" former (? first) wife " (Roy. Comp. Papers, 
ii. 98) ; possibly Frances Crosse of Wool- 
fall, buried at Huyton 22nd August 1666.

XV. RICHARD CROSSE, of Liverpool and 
Crosse Hall, Chorley ; aged 16 years 3 months 
and 3 days at inq. p.m. of father (C.D. 209) ; 
matric. Hart Hall, Oxford, 1st July 1640, aged 
14 (Alum. Oxon.}, married Elizabeth. ......
(C.D. 211) ; buried at Chorley 18th March 
1658-9. Issue : 
1. Richard (XVI.), of whom below.
2. John (XVII.), of whom below.
3. Robert, bapt. Chorley 19th March 1650-1 ; 

entered on Preston Guild Roll 1662.
4. Thomas, bapt. Chorley 12th October 

1652 ; entered on Preston Guild Roll 1662.
5. William, bapt. Chorley 18th June 1654 ; 

entered on Preston Guild Roll 1662.
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6. Alexander, bapt. Chorley 6th January 
1655-6 ; buried there 26th September 1656.

7. George, bapt. Chorley llth June 1657 ; 
buried there 9th March 1657-8.

1. Juliana, bapt. Chorley 1st October 1646 ; 
buried at Garstang 15th March, 1679; 
married, by licence dated 15th October 
1664, as of Toft, Co. Chester, the Rev. 
Robert Ditchfield, B.A., Oxon., Vicar of 
Garstang ; he buried there 10th July 1677.

2. Ann, bapt. Chorley 2nd December 1649 ; 
buried there 14th April 1659.

3. Jane, married Ralph Longworth of Upper 
Rawcliffe in St. Michaels on Wyre, Co. 
Lanes., a major in Colonel Kirkby's trained 
band ; he buried at St. Michaels 25th 
January 1693-4.

4. -A child, buried Chorley 29th March 1645.
XVI. RICHARD CROSSE, of Crosse Hall, eldest 

son of (XV.), bapt. Chorley 23rd October 
1647, ob. inf. s.p. and buried Chorley 13th 
September 1661.

XVII. JOHN CROSSE, of Crosse Hall, Liver 
pool and Crosse Hall, Chorley, second son 
and ultimate heir of (XV.) ; bapt. Chorley 
29th December 1648 ) at Brasenose College, 
Oxford 1668 ; outburgess of Preston 1662, 
1682 ; Common Councillor of Liverpool 
1685 ; married Ann daughter of Rev. 
Samuel Yate of Middleton Cheney, Northants; 
postnuptial settlement 10th " April 1681 
(C.D. 213) ; he was buried at Chorley 7th 
February 1688-9 as " Captn. John Cross 
of Cros Hall esqr." will dated 24th January 
1688-9; personal estate (including part of 
£500 given to testator by his mother 
Elizabeth) to sons and daughters Thomas,
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John, Dorothy, Ann Joane, Julian and 
Frances equally ; executor brother-in-law 
Ralph Longworth esq. ; witnessed by Pe. 
Standish, Benjamin Edmundson [curate of 
Chorley 1684-1713], G. Woosey ; armorial 
seal of three (lions' ?) heads erased, impaling 
Crosse ; proved C. C. Chester 28th February 
1688-9 by James Browne of Chorley, shoe 
maker, for the creditors, R. Longworth 
renouncing ; a second grant 26th December 
1695 to John Smith of Chorley, a creditor. 
Issue :-  
1. Thomas (XVIII.), of whom below.
2. John, bapt. Chorley 10th August 1676 ; 

of Heath Charnock ; administration C. C. 
Chester, 5th June 1711 to his sister Juliana 
Cross of Sephton, spinster.

3. Richard, buried 30th November 1681 at 
Chorley.

1. Dorothy, bapt. Chorley 27th November 
1673 ; married Edward Farnworth, 
probably of Euxton, Co. Lanes. ; she 
buried at Leyland 18th February 1720.

2. Ann, bapt. Chorley 14th January 1674-5 
(married Rev. William Loftus, according to 
Foster).

3. Joanna, married John France of Little 
Eccleston Hall ; he buried at Kirkham 
27th December 1762 ; she buried there 
5th September 1705, M.I. (Hist, of Kirk- 
ham (Cheth. Soc.), 195; Hist, of St. 
Michaels on Wyre (Cheth. Soc.) 95/6.)

4. Juliana, see brother John.
5. Frances.
6. Elizabeth, buried Chorley 3rd November 
1681.

XVIII. THOMAS CROSSE, of Crosse Hall, Chor 
ley and Liverpool ; son and heir of (XVII.) ;



186 The Crosse Family of Wigan, &c.

entered on Preston Guild Roll 1682 ; married 
Mary " grandchild " of Thomas Clay ton of 
Adlington, Co. Lanes.; (probably daughter of 
John Williamson of Liverpool, and Anne his 
wife daughter of Thomas Clayton of Adlington, 
who were married at Bolton-le-Moors 30th 
August 1676) ; postnuptial settlement 22nd 
July 1698 (C.D. 215) ; Mary Crosse married, 
secondly, on 12th July 1711 at Chorley, 
James Parker of Bagganley Hall in Chorley, 
yeoman, who was buried 23rd August 1747 ; 
she was buried 21st February 1753 ; for them 
and their issue see Wilson, Chorley Church 
(1914). Thomas Crosse was buried at Chorley 
24th June 1706 ; administration C. C. Chester 
30th April 1707 to widow. He left issue. 1

1 For the pedigree from this point and the division of the family 
into the Leghs of Adlington, Co. Chester, and the Crosses of Shaw 
Hill, in Chorley, reference may be made to Foster's Lancashire 
Pedigrees, Burke's Landed Gentry, Ormerod's Cheshire, iii., 663, 
Earwaker's East Cheshire, ii., 249, and the Victoria History of the 
County of Lancaster.


