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LEASOWE CASTLE: ITS OWNERS 
AND HISTORY.

By E. Cuthbert Woods, L.D.S.
Read 9th December, 1920.

THE pile of buildings called The King Edward 
VII Memorial Convalescent Home for Rail- 

waymen, previously known as Leasowe Castle, 
has had a fairly long and very varied career. 
Helsby, in his edition of Ormerod's Cheshire 
(ii., 474), says it was built by Fenlinando fifth (not 
eighth) earl of Derby, relying, no doubt, on the 
stone in the tower which bears the date 1593, the 
year in which that earl succeeded his father 
Henry. He further states that the building con 
sisted originally of an octagonal tower four 
stories high, with windows on every side of its 
octagonal periphery, and surmounted by a flat 
lead roof.

The history of the manor of Wallasey, which 
seems originally to have included Poulton and 
Seacombe, is not at all clear, the evidence being 
scanty. One moiety was held directly of the 
earls of Chester, and appears to have been given, 
though there is no record, to Birkenhead Priory, 
which acquired a mediety of the chuidi. John 
de Meoles, lord of Great Meols, in 1416 held 7 
bovates of land in Wallasey of the Prior of Birken 
head in socage. 1 Wallasey Hall2 was in later days

1 Inquis. p. m.
2 In 1296 Mary widow of Alan del Halle claimed dower against 

the prior of Kirkeiihcad and against Robert the son of Alan, in respect 
of two messuages and 4 bovates of land in Kirkby in VValley ; 
Chester Plea Roll 9, m.6.
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considered the seat of this " manor." The other 
moiety of the manor was held of the honor of 
Halton by the fourth part of a knight's fee ; and 
the second mediety of the church was given 
to St. Werburgh's Abbey by one of the Walley 
family. 1 The tenant or mesne lord of the Halton 
part in the time of Edward II. was Richard 
Samson ; by 1450 he had been succeeded by Sir 
Thomas Stanley of Lathom and Henry Litherland 
of Poulton. 2 As in other cases where there is no 
record of change of ownership, the descent was 
probably quite regular, through heiresses.

The Becheton family, also prominent in Liscard, 
were considerable proprietors. Williamson says :

36 Edward III. I find that William do Becheton died 
[1359] seised of ... 7 bovates of land in Wallasey, leaving 
his sister Alice's (married to John dc Kirkby in Walley) 
grand-daughters his heirs.

This account, however, is not quite accurate. 
The heirs were William's sisters, Anilia and 
Ellen, and Thomas son of William, son of Robert, 
son of John de Kirkby Walley by Alice his wife, 
a third sister. The land was held in socage of 
Ellen de Becheton. 3

Thomas, first Lord Stanley, who died in 1 45 , 
was found to have held three messuages and 50 
acres of land in Seacombe, Liscard, Poulton and 
Kirkby in Walley, nothing being said of any 
" manor." The estate was held of Robert 
Beconsall in socage. 4

The same estate of three messuages and 50 
acres was held by Thomas second earl of Derby,

1 Williamson's YilUirc in Add. MS. 60U1, f. 128d.. at the British 
Museum.

2 Halton Feodary in Ormcrod's Cheshire (ed. Mclsby), i., 707. In 
a Chester Fine of 1607 the estate of John Litherland is described as 
the Manor of Wallasey, with messuages, lands, etc., in Wallasey, 
Liscard, Poulton and Seacombe.

3 Chester Inq. p. m., 36 Edw. III., no. 15.
4 Inquis. post mortem in Dep. Keeper's Report xxxvii., 676.
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who died in 1521, of the heirs of Robert Beconsall. 1 
Ferdinando, the fifth earl (1595), reputed builder 
of the Castle, is stated to have held the manor 
of Wallasey ; his three daughters were co-heirs. 
Williamson says further :

In the 40 Elizabeth William earl of Derby [brother and 
successor of Ferdinando] passed over this " manor " by the 
name of Kirkby-Walley alias Walezey ;* and 12 James I. 
I find that Sir John Egerton died seised of this manor, 3 
messuages, 2 tofts, 500 acres of land, 200 of meadow, 1000 
of pasture, etc., and 4s. rent cum pertinentiis in Walezey, late 
part of the possessions of William earl of Derby ; J anil John 
Egerton is lord thereof, 1710.

Earl Ferdinando, who was born in London 
about 1559, seems to have been a precocious boy, 
matriculating at the age of twelve at St. John's 
College, Oxford. In 1579, as Lord Strange, he 
married Alice, youngest daughter of Sir John 
Spencer of Althorp a union less distinguished 
than might have been expected for the heir of 
one of the great nobles of the day. He was of a 
literary bent, and poems of his are reputed to 
be contained in a collection called Belvidere, or 
the Garden of the Muses, published 1610, and from 
1589 to 1594 he was patron of the Company of 
Players. He was mayor of Liverpool in 1587 and 
took part in raising forces to resist a possible 
Spanish invasion. He succeeded his father Henry, 
fourth earl, in 1593, but enjoyed his dignities and 
widespread estates but a short time, being cut 
off in the following April, after a painful illness, 
attributed by some to witchcraft and by others 
to poison. He was a very near heir to the crown, 
especially if the King of Scots were excluded as

1 Inquis. post mortem in Dep. Keeper's Rep. xxxix., 95.
2 Chester Fines, Sept. 40 Eliz. The claimant was Thomas Fox, 

who was perhaps acting for the Egertons of Egerton and Oulton, 
the next possessors.

* Inquis. p. m. 21 James I., no. 7. The tenure was unknown. 
A fine of 1609 shows that the manor was then in Sir John's possession.
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a foreigner and to the Englishmen of that day 
King James VI. was as much a " foreigner " as 
a Spanish princess would have been and possibly 
the leaders of the state were rather relieved to 
have a romantic and wealthy nobleman out of 
the way.

The heir male, his brother William, sixth earl, 
was abroad at the time. Disputes ensued as to 
the provision for Ferdinando's widow and 
children, and these lasted some years. They 
were settled by an arbitration, confirmed by 
private acts of 4 and 7 James I., by which 
elaborate entails were made of great part of 
the estates, while others went to the widow and 
daughters. Lands sold by Earl William and his 
predecessors were excluded ; this would exclude 
Wallasey, sold in 1598, and it is not named in 
the acts.

The races on the Leasowes are mentioned in 
King's Vale Royal, and the fact that the Duke 
of Monmouth rode his own horse at the races 
here in the autumn of 1682, has been referred to 
already in the Society's Transactions. 1 The 
tradition that James I. attended these races is 
discussed in our volume for 1893." Why the 
original tower was built it is difficult to say. 
Rumour has it that it was built by Ferdinando 
as a stand for watching the horse races on the 
Wallasey course, but, as Mr. W. F. Irvine points 
out, 3 " Inasmuch as the finish of those races took 
place nearly two miles away, it is not a position 
that would commend itself to short-sighted 
onlookers." But for watching hawking, standing 
as it did almost in the centre of a plain five miles 
long, without a single tree, there could be few 
better positions. Doubtless this would have been

1 Trans., xiv., 151. * /ft., 149. 
3 Trans., liii., 94.
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an excellent reason to give at the time of its 
erection ; but there may have been others. The 
walls of the old tower are over 3 ft. thick, and 
the remains of the fosse are still to be seen. 
Whatever the ostensible reason for the erection 
of a structure so substantial that sea air and the 
storms of over three centuries, in an exposed 
situation, have failed to affect it, it is more likely 
that it originated in a desire on the part of the 
builder to be prepared for any eventuality which 
the disturbed times in which he lived rendered 
probable.

At some time four square towers were thrown 
out from the alternate faces, and it is owing to 
this that the incised dated stone is now on an 
inside wall. It is impossible to fix at what date 
the turrets were added, but they very much 
resemble the architecture of the Racing Stables 
which stood in Wallasey, and on which Mr. 
R. D. Radcliffe argues thus :' " It is probable 
that the stables were erected between 1600 and 
1642, and possibly by William 6th Earl of Derby, 
who passed much of his time at Bidston and 
refronted the Hall thereof." May not these 
additions to the tower have been made about the 
same time ?

They are shown in a plan of " Wallesea Manor " 
of 1735, which illustrates Mr. Radcliffe's paper.

Mr. Hopps, in his remarks on the older part of 
the building, says :

" The two turrets remaining intact have each a gable 
over all faces and cross ridge-pieces. They have moulded 
coping stones and are surmounted by stone balls. Their 
windows are the square-headed ones with chamfered 
reveals and mullions and have the protective labels 
typical of their age. The most westerly turret is very 
massive and contains an old spiral stone stairway. The 
building must have existed for fully two centuries in this

1 Trans. Hist. Soc,, xlv., 141.
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form of an octagon with four flanking turrets, because the 
next stone addition is clearly not ancient. . . .

" In the ground-floor apartment of the southern turret 
may be seen the lower part of the jambs of the old entrance 
doorway (dated 1593) . . . As the sill below them is 
rather more than 5| feet from the ground, it is presumable 
that a ramp and drawbridge for entrance originally existed, 
or else that a simple ladder was used, being drawn up and 
let down as occasion required."

As James, the seventh Earl, adhered to the 
King's side, the Stanleys lost heavily by the 
Civil War ; their estates were sequestered, and 
much was sold outright, but there is no mention 
of Wallasey or Leasowe in the sequestration 
records. During the Commonwealth horse-racing 
and other " worldly sports and pastimes " were 
suppressed by the Puritans, and it is believed 
that at this time the building once called the 
New Hall became ruinous, 1 and acquired the 
name of Mockbeggar Hall, a title given to any 
deserted or lonely edifice. It is marked by this 
name on Grenville Collin's Pilot of 1690, and the 
shore near the castle and lighthouse is marked 
in the charts of to-day as Mockbeggar Wharfe. 
Sometime about the end of the 17th century it 
was used as a farm house, 3 and in the parish 
registers of Wallasey in 1701, the burial of a son 
of Alice Miller of the New Hall occurs, maybe 
in distinction from Wallasey Old Hall, built by 
W. Meols in 1604.

" These four square towers," to quote Ormerod 
again, " terminate in gables which rise above 
the central tower, which has a flat leaden 
terrace on the summit." His work was completed 
in 1819, /.(-., nineteen years after the sketches 
executed by Mr. Lysons, now in the British 
Museum, which show the roof of the original

1 Ormerod, ii., 174 note.
» Catalogue of Sale, 15 July. 1808.
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tower as it is at present. But on looking closely 
at the masonry, from outside, Mr. Hopps called 
my attention to the fact that the upper stone 
work above the Oak Room window on the south 
east front, does not appear so weathered as that 
of the turrets, or the rest of the tower, for on 
the former portion the chisel marks are still 
visible. So possibly another storey was built on 
to the oldest portion by Mr. Egerton of Oulton 
when he made it his residence in 1778. Mr. 
Egerton died there in 1786.

The building next passed by purchase to one 
Robert Harrison, who sold it in 1802 to the 
widow of Lewis W. Boode, a West Indian planter, 
described as "of Amsterdam and Peover Hall." 
It is in the act of sale that the place is first called 
" Leasowe Castle." In 1818 considerable addi 
tions and alterations were made to the Castle by 
Mrs. Boode, from the plans of Foster of Liverpool. 
Mrs. Boode was Margaret, daughter of the Rev. 
Thomas Dannett, rector of Liverpool. Ormerod 
described the gardens in 1816 thus :

" The gardens are surrounded with a large fosse and 
mound, and disposed in terraces and alcoves. The Castle 
is situated towards the middle of a large level plain called 
the Leasowe which stretches along the end of Wirral and 
is protected partially from the inroads of the sea by a 
range of sandhills, but does not boast of a single shrub to 
break the monotony of the prospect. This plain, containing 
about 220 acres, is about to be enclosed ... in the act the 
sandhills arc directed to be preserved as security from the 
inroads of the Irish Sea."

These sandhills were eroded away soon after 
this, for the Act to build the first part of the 
embankment was passed in 1829.'

During Mrs. Boode's occupancy of the castle, 
it was frequently turned into a receiving house

1 Mortimer, Hist, of Wirral, p. 294.
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and hospital for the survivors of the shipwrecks 
which were then of frequent occurrence on this 
coast. Unfortunately the inhabitants looked 
upon all property cast up by the sea as their own. 
From the report of the Commission appointed 
to enquire into the necessity of a police force 
in 1837, we learn that, for wrecking, the counties 
of Cheshire and Cornwall were the worst : " On 
the Cheshire coast not far from Liverpool they 
will rob those who have escaped the perils of 
the sea and come safe on shore, and mutilate 
dead bodies for the sake of rings and personal 
ornaments."

Mrs. Boode was killed in a carriage accident, 
21st April, 1826. A gothic monument was 
erected to commemorate the accident and placed 
near the spot where it occurred in Breck Road, 
but owing to widening the road at this point it 
does not now occupy its original site. On a 
stone in the wall which surrounds this monument 
is the following inscription :
Near this spot Mrs. BOODE of Leasowe Castle was killed 
by a fall from her pony-carriage April 21st, 1826. May ye 
who pass by respect this memorial of an awful dispensation 
and the affectionate tribute of an only child to perpetuate 
her dear mother's memory beyond the existence of that 
breast which will never cease to cherish it. Ah, may the 
sad remembrance which attaches to this spot impress on 
everyone this salutary warning :

" In the midst of life we are in death."

Mrs. Boode's daughter and heir, Mary Anne, 
married Col. Edward Cust at Marylebone Church, 
on llth January, 1821. Her husband was born 
in 1794, being the sixth son of Brownlow Cust, 1 
first Lord Brownlow, and a brother of John Cust, 
first Earl Brownlow. He was born at 30, Hill 
Street, Berkeley Square, London. He was 
gazetted Colonel in the 16th Light Dragoons on

1 Diet, of Nat. Biography.
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15th March, 1810, and saw active service in the 
Peninsular War. In 1816, Prince Leopold of 
Saxe-Coburg, afterwards King of the Belgians, 
and an Hon. Colonel in the 16th Light Dragoons, 
appointed Cust as his equerry, and afterwards 
gave him the Grand Cross Order of Leopold of 
Belgium, In 1831, when Leopold became King 
of the Belgians, Cust was created Knight Com 
mander of the Guelphic Order of Hanover. In 
1818, he became M.P. for Grantham, and sat for 
Lostwithiel from 1826 till the suppression of that 
borough in the Reform Bill of 1832. He became 
Assistant Master of Ceremonies to Queen Victoria 
in 1845 and Master of Ceremonies in 1847. He 
was author of several military histories, for 
which he received in 1869 the Gold Medal of the 
Austrian Empire, from the Emperor of Austria. 
In 1848, he published Sunday Night Readings, 
and in 1850 Family Readings from the New 
Testament harmonised and explained. He received 
the honorary degree of D.C.L. at Oxford in 1853. 
He was made a baronet in 1876.

He married, as already stated, the only child of 
Lewis VV. Boode, heiress also of her mother. She 
was Bed-chamber woman to H.R.H. the Duchess 
of Kent, mother of Queen Victoria. She wrote 
a book on " Cats," being a cat fancier, and died 
on 10th July, 1882. By her Cust left one son, 
Leopold (called after his godfather, the King of 
the Belgians) and four daughters.

In May, 1828, Col. Cust (as he then was) con 
verted Leasowe Castle, his wife's property, into 
an hotel, but it was not a success, and about 
1843 he made his residence there, and visited it 
at times till shortly before his death in 1878. 
He was senior magistrate for Wirral for a number 
of years, and elected one of the first Vice- 
Presidents of this Society on its formation in
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1849, a position he retained till he became 
President in 1859. It was he who presented to 
it the ivory mace (which originally belonged to 
the Kings of Poland), still in evidence at our 
meetings.

It was probably when Sir Edward Cust decided 
to make Leasowe his residence that he built the 
surrounding wall with the gates and gate house. 
This makes a striking entrance, with the stone 
portals surmounted by a pair of watch dogs (the 
crest of his family) and the motto " Oui Cust odit 
caveat." The so-called Canute's Seat, which 
occupies such a prominent position in the plate 
of the castle in Ormerod, was also probably the 
outcome of his brain, for, as we have seen, till 
recent times this point was separated from the 
sea by a range of sandhills.

Close by are three boulder stones, one 6 ft. 6 in. 
by 3ft. by 3ft., the others about 7ft. by 7ft. 
by 3 ft. There is a local legend to the effect that 
these stones were once the favourite haunt of a 
very fascinating but dangerous mermaiden. To 
look upon her was certain death, the heart of 
the observer " being burnt to ashes within his 
breast." Some twenty years ago there was a 
board about 4 ft. by 3 ft. fixed to the wall close 
by, which (as well as I remember) went on to say 
that when the tide was at flood and the moon at 
full at midnight, the lady was to be seen here, 
combing her hair in the manner adopted by her 
kind. Owing to the more abstemious use of 
intoxicating liquors mermaids are hardly ever 
now seen on this coast, but among the folk-books 
mentioned in Chap-books of the 18th Century is 
one with this promising title :

" The Wonder of Wonders, being A Strange and Wonderful 
Relation of a Mermaid, that was seen and spoken with, on 
the Black Rock, nigh Liverpool, by John Robinson, Mariner,



Leasowe Castle : its Owners and History 137

who was tossed on the Ocean for Six days and Nights. 
Together with the Conversation he had with her, and how 
he was preserved ; with the manner of his Death five days 
after his return Home. Licensed and entered According 
to Order."

A slight quotation may be allowed :
" But to his great Amazement he espy'd a beautiful 

young Lady combing her head, and toss'd on the Billows, 
cloathed all in green (but by chance he got the first word 
with her) then she with a smile came on board and asked 
how he did. The young Man being Something Smart and 
a good Scholar, reply'd, Madam I am the better to see you 
in good Health, in great hopes trusting you will be a comfort 
and assistance to me in this my low Condition ; and so 
caught hold of her Comb and Green Girdle that was About 
her Waist. To which she replied, Sir, you ought not to 
rob a young Woman of her Riches, and then expect a favour 
at her Hands ; but if you will give me my Comb and Girdle 
again, what lies in my power I will do for you."

No sailor could resist such an entreaty, and 
" At her departure the tempest ceased and blew a fair 

Gale to South West, so he got safe on shore ; but when he 
came to his Father's House he found every Thing as she 
had told him. For she told him also concerning his being 
left on Ship board, and how all the Seamen perished, which 
he found all true wh;\t she had told him, according to the 
promise made him. He was still very much troubled in 
his Mind, concerning his promise, but while yet he was 
thus musing, she appeared to him with a smiling Countenance 
and (by his Misfortune) she got the first word of him, so 
that he could not speak one Word, but was quite Dumb, 
yet he took Notice of the Words she spoke ; and she began 
to Sing. After which she departed out from the young 
Man's sight, taking from him the Compass. She took a 
Ring from off her Finger, and put it on the young Man's, 
and said, she expected to see him once again with more 
Freedom. But he never saw her more, upon which he 
came to himself again, went home, and was taken ill, and 
died in five Days after, to the wonderful Admiration of all 
People who saw the young Man."

The Black Rock referred to is that on which 
the old Rock Perch stood till replaced in 1827 by 
the present lighthouse.



138 Leasowe Castle : Us Owners and History

To the right of the present main entrance is a 
mounting stone, a reminder of the fact that 
Miss Boode (Lady Cust) was an excellent horse 
woman. When she presented the silver bugle 
to the local volunteers, although the ceremony 
took place in a field adjoining the castle, she 
appeared mounted upon her Arab charger.1

Of the alterations and improvements which Sir 
Edward introduced into the castle itself, perhaps 
the decorating of his dining room with the oak 
panelling from the celebrated Star Chamber at 
Westminster is most noteworthy. This he pur 
chased when the old Exchequer buildings were 
demolished in 1836. All this oak was removed 
from the castle after the sale of the furniture 
in September, 1895. Shortly after the German 
prisoners left the castle, a fire occurred which 
involved one corner of the Star Chamber, and 
some of the panelling when removed showed 
traces of having suffered by fire previously  
which would be when the old Exchequer buildings 
were partly destroyed. Some of the tapestry 
in this room is said to be fairly old, and that 
which was burnt it was found quite impossible 
to replace.

The room now used as the board room was Sir 
Edward's library, and was fitted by him with 
bog oak from the submerged forest. There still 
remains a dummy bookcase, masking a door of 
a passage leading to a window which looks into 
the basement. A list of the titles on the dummies 
still in sittt will be found at the end of this paper.

The incised stone and built-in doorway already 
mentioned are not at the end of this passage, but 
more to the left, and behind the fireplace. The

1 For further details of this ceremony the reader is referred to 
Memories of Birkenhead, by Mrs. Gamlin, p. S5. A copy of the poem 
she refers to is to be found in the Wallasey Library.

^
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floor of the board room, which is of English oak, 
is about 8 ft. above the present ground level. I 
have a sketch by Mr. Hopps of the appearance 
of this built-up doorway, from the basement 
below, and also a plan showing how much is to

I--'

I fi

be seen in the storeroom above. The height 
which the stone stands above the ground is 
lift. 3 in., so Ormerod is scarcely correct in 
saying it is " in the upper interior part of the 
tower." This door I take to be the original 
main entrance.

The second floor of the old tower, known as the 
Oak, or Ghost, Room, 1 is roughly octagonal in

1 The Castle by the Sea. p. 32.
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shape, 26ft. by 23ft., and is lighted by two 
quaint lantern-shaped windows set in the enor 
mously thick walls. The room is panelled from 
floor to ceiling, which is traversed by two massive 
oak beams. The walls, however, were not 
originally wainscoted, but were of rough hewn 
stone. There is an old legend that at one period 
of the castle's history there was a serious feud 
between some of the powerful families of the 
North and West, with the result that the chief 
of one of the opposing factions and his young 
son were captured and confined in this room. 
It was given out that the father first smothered 
his son and then committed suicide by dashing 
out his brains against the stone wall of the room. 
It has been related to me that, in the later hotel 
days of the castle, the Oak Room was on one 
occasion occupied by a visitor who knew nothing 
of this story, but who made a terrible hullaballoo 
at midnight about a man and a boy he swore he 
saw standing in the moonlight between his bed 
and the window. Tis also said that the clanking 
of chains up and down the old stone stairs has 
been heard at midnight on various occasions.

The floor of the above Oak Room was, I think, 
the flat roof of the original tower. Helsby, in 
Ormerod (ii., 473), says this " consisted of a tall 
octagonal tower, four stories high." If, as he 
further states, the turrets added later rose from 
the central building I do not see how this can be. 
These words " of four stories " do not appear in 
the first edition. There is nothing of interest 
except an old doorway on this floor, which is 
divided up into small rooms and passages, as 
the plan shows. The numerous additions which 
have from time to time been made render it 
difficult at first to see which the original was, but on 
the third floor plan it shows clearly enough.
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The original building, as far as can be made 
out, consisted of a basement excavated three to 
four feet below the level of the ground, useful as 
a place of confinement for prisoners. There may 
have been a well in this, or a cistern into which 
the rain falling on the flat roof drained, but I 
have not been able to find any trace of either. 
Then the first floor, now the board room, which 
still retains its floor of English oak. Above it a 
second floor, the oak room, surmounted by the 
flat lead roof.

Writing in 1866, Dr. Hume mentions a well 
near the gate of the castle, surrounded by a wall 
about 4 ft. high, with a gallows crane suspended 
over it. 1 There was no scarcity of water in this 
area, several springs existing on the shore. One 
directly to seaward of the castle, below high- 
water mark, had medicinal properties. 3

The four turrets of the tower are not geometri 
cally perfect, as a glance at the plans will show. 
One of them contains a stone spiral stair, which 
commences in the basement, on a level with the 
ground, and has a door to the board room and the 
Oak Room. It terminates in a kind of platform 
outside the door on the top floor.

Besides fitting the library with oak from the 
submerged forest, Sir Edward Cust was responsible 
for the so-called Battle Staircase, the rails of 
which are of iron, 84 in number. On each is 
carefully inscribed in coloured letters one of the 84 
principal and decisive battles in which the English 
took part in the 18th and 19th centuries, from 
Blenheim, 1704, to Sebastopol. On each of 
these rails is also affixed the name of the sovereign 
in whose reign the battle was fought, and the 
names of the British and the foreign General in

1 Trans. H. S., xviii., 60. » Ibid., i., 105.
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command of the respective forces. 1 At the foot 
of the staircase is a handsome marble pedestal, 
surmounted by a figure of Victory holding a 
laurel wreath in outstretched hand. The column

bears the following inscription, " Opera illius mea 
sunt," the motto of the first Lord Brownlow, 
Sir E. Gust's father. Beneath this inscription is

1 Cat. of Sale, 17 June, 1893.
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an order or decoration. It is circular in shape, 
and is surmounted by a diadem with a cross. 
Upon it is blazoned an olive branch, crossed by a 
sword, and the legend " Dieu et mon droit " and 
" Beati pacinci." 1

The alabaster bas-relief, which has painted 
above it these words :

" These Remains of Forest Life were found under the 
peat soil upon this shore and seem to verify the local 
adage:

From Birkinheven unto Hilbree
A squirrel might leape from tree to tree ,"

is supposed to depict life in the forest. Both the 
panel and the spelling of the superscription I 
take to be part of Sir Edward's scheme of pseudo- 
antique decoration. Another instance of it are 
the curious carvings above the boiler-house door. 
Mr. H. Hopps suggests that they might represent 
"EM. AC" (Sir Edward and Lady Gust's 
initials), and below the date 

M Cvm Xin IV (or 1834).
If his surmise is correct it shows approximately 
the date when Sir Edward discontinued the hotel 
and made the castle his residence.

It is an interesting fact that the first Saint 
Bernard dog ever brought to this country found 
a home at Leasowe Castle.

Sir Edward Cust died on 14th January, 1878, 
aged 83, in Jermyn Street, London, and the 
property passed to his only son, Sir Leopold Cust, 
Bart., who died in Ireland in 1878, and was 
succeeded by Sir Charles Cust.

The castle and grounds (in all about 50 acres) 
were offered for sale by auction by Messrs. Branch 
and Leete, on 17th June, 1893, but there was no 
offer. They were again offered for sale in 
September, 1895, by order of Sir Charles Cust,

1 Castle by the Sea, p. 26.
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who was relinquishing his Cheshire property, 
The sale took from the 16th to the 20th of 
September, and not only the castle and estate, 
but all the furniture and fittings were disposed 
of. The property was bought by a company and 
once again converted into a hotel, under the name 
of " The Leasowe Castle Hotel." On 15th July, 
1908, the property was offered for sale as a going 
concern, including furniture, fittings, etc., and 
Mr. Harold Smith, of Birkenhead, brother of the 
present Lord Chancellor, was the auctioneer. 
The bidding commenced at £9,000, rose to £10,000, 
and after a few desultory bids was withdrawn at 
£11,750. It was finally purchased by the Trustees 
of the Railwaymen's Convalescent Homes in 
1910 for £11,750, and the trustees spent a further 
sum of £2,500 in various alterations.

The new home was formally opened on 12th 
June, 1911, by Mrs. Mason Hutchinson, Lady 
Mayoress of Liverpool, assisted by the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Wallasey. The consecration 
service was performed by the Bishop of Chester, 
assisted by Archdeacon Spooner of Warrington 
and a portion of the choir from Liverpool 
Cathedral. During the war the place was used 
for housing German prisoners, but a few months 
ago it once more renewed its functions as a 
convalescent home for railwaymen.

The matter in this paper has been collected from 
various sources and authors, as Ormerod, 
Mortimer, Lysons, and a most interesting brochure 
called The Castle by the Sea, written by Mr. T. S. 
Ling, one of the late trustees of the Railwaymen's 
Convalescent Homes, and sold for the benefit of 
the institution. Besides permission to quote from 
this book, Mr. Ling has been kind enough to 
supply me with further information about the 
Castle, and with plans. My thanks are also due
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to Mr. P. C. Brown and Mr. H. Hopps for much 
assistance in collecting data and slides, and to 
the latter for the sketches which illustrate it.

APPENDICES.

I. A LIST
OF THE FACETIOUS BOOK TITLES THAT ARE STILL IN SITU 

ON THE DUMMY BOOKCASE AT LEASOWE CASTLE.
Top row. Custs of the past. Opera illius.

1. Religious ; 2. Virtuous ; 3. Worthy ; 4. Sensible ;
5. Honest ; 6. Useful ; 7. Beneficent ; 8. Loved ; 9.
Respected. 

The Custs of the future. Opera mea.
1. Peers and Peeresses; 2. Baronets, 3. Knights; 4. 
Ladies; 5. Honourables ; 6. Rt. Honourables ; 7. 
Bishops.

Second Row. Payne on pleasure ; Contentment, Moore ; 
The Longman Family, Tallboys ; On Angling, Dr. 
Hook ; Reminiscences of a Nursemaid, Infant ; 
Cookery, Fryer ; Above and below, Parr ; 1,2, 3. 
Adventures of a Rook, Crowe ; Vocal Music, Singer ; 
How to keep cool, Airey ; On laughter, Smiles ; Under 
a cloak, Hood ; Lightfoot on Dancing ; Essays on 
greediness, Moore; Rifle practice, Butts ; English 
Orchards, Pears ; Art of Matchmaking, Lowe ; Church 
Music, Bell ; Billiards, Kew ; Fruit of learning, 
Plumtree ; Evils of squinting, Boswell ; The days of 
Chivalry, Knight ; Cricket, Balls.

Third row. Miseries of Life ; Smoky chimneys ; Stinking 
Lamps ; Open doors.

Fourth row. Military Records : 1, The sports of Nimrod ;
2. Chevy Chase ; 3. Abraham's Defeat of the Kings ; 
4. Encampment of Moses ; 5. Joshua's Conquests ; 
6. Assyrian Campaigns ; 7. Siege of Samaria ; 8. 
Nebuchadnezzar's Judacan Campaign ; 9. Cyrus's 
Jewish Campaign ; 10. Alexander conquers the 
World ; 11. The World conquered by Caesar; 12. The 
World conquered by Napoleon ; 13. Britannia rules the 
Waves.
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Fifth (bottom) row. Life of Bacon, Hogg ; Culture of 
Trees, Bush ; History of Spiritualism, .Rapper ; King's 
Republic ; Needle-making, Sharp ; Rushes, Reed; 
Counties of Hills, Kent ; vol. 1, 2, 3. Purgatory, 
Purge ; Value of Money, Penny ; Perpetual motion, 
Dunn ; vol. 1, 2, 3. Adulteration of Bread, Hallam ; 
Ironical Essays, Steel ; St. Paul, Peters ; The Arctic 
regions, South ; Our Aristocracy, Earle ; Hitchcock on 
Drapery; French on the English ; Effects of true 
wit, Smiles ; The Pope not Infallible, Watt; Black- 
man's Hindoo Law ; Employers and Employed, 
Masterman.

II. THE OXGANGS IN WALLASEY PARISH, 1768.
The following lists of the Oxgangs in Wallasey and 

Liscard are copied from John Hough's Notebook or Journal, 
of which an account was given in the last volume ol 
Transactions :

WALLASEY.
O. H. Q.

Jonathan Dean .... .... .... .... .... 10 i J
Thomas Hill .... .... .... .... .... 3 6 £
John Rainford .... .... .... .... .... 1 | 0
Henry Bird .... .... .... .... .... 0 0 f
Mrs. Gordcn .... .... .... .... .... 1 0 £
William Smith .... .... .... .... .... 0 0 |
Mrs. Urmson .... .... .... .... .... 300
John Harvey .... .... .... .... .... 1 0 £
Richard Jackson .... .... .... .... .... 6 0 \-\
Phoebe Hillard .... .... .... .... .... 1 0 i
Mrs. Webster .... .... .... .... .... 200
Josh. Dean .... .... .... .... .... 1 0 £
Thomas Dean .... .... .... .... .... 700
John Hill .... .... .... .... .... .... 5 0 J
Thomas Robinson .... .... .... .... .... 100
Daniel Robinson .... .... .... .... .... 002
Thomas Rodgers .... .... .... .... .... 0 0 £
Ann Reily .... .... .... .... .... .... 0 0 |
William Coventry .... .... .... .... 0 0 \
Daniel Taylor .... .... .... .... .... 200
Elizabeth Rainford .... .... .... .... 1 0 |
Thomas Dean of Hoes Side .... .... .... 100

[? 56]
LlSCAKD.

John Molyneux .... .... .... .... .... 400
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	o. H. Q.
Josh. Robinson .... .... .... .... .... 0 i 0
Robt. Richardson .... .... .... .... .... 1 6 0
William Strong .... .... .... .... .... 1 i 0
William Evans .... .... .... .... .... 1 | 0
Nicholas Seed .... ....  .. .... .... 2 | 0
John Dean, senior .... .... .... .... 2 £ 0
Samuel Cotton .... .... .... .... .... 0 I 0
John Hough .... .... .... .... .... 200
Jonathan Dean .... .... .... .... .... 600
Edward Young .... .... .... .... .... 700
Margaret Tyrer .... .... .... .... .... 100
Elizabeth Richardson .... .... .... .... 200
Thomas Wilson .... .... .... .... .... 300
Deborah Wilcock .... .... .... .... .... 1 i 0
Thomas Stanley .... .... .... .... .... 2 | 0
Samuel Urmston .... .... .... .... .... 0 f 0
Thomas Strong .... .... .... .... .... 300
Josh. Kenyon .... .... .... .... .... 0 | 0
Thomas Dean .... .... .... .... .... 1 | 0
Daniel Robinson .... .... .... .... .... 0 £ 0
Robert Postlethwaitc .... .... .... .... 0 i 0
James Coventry .... .... .... .... .... 0 0 J
John Dean, junior .... .... .... .... 230
William Young .... .... .... .... .... 1 0 0
George Mulls .... .... .... .... .... 1 | 0

[? 56]
Though the columns are headed Oxgangs, Halves and 

Quarters, it would appear that | in the second column 
means half an oxgang, not half of half. The figures in the 
third column seem to be half and quarter oxgangs. But 
this is doubtful.

On another page occurs the memorandum :
1748 and 1749. Mr. Hough and Mr. Hillard, Church 

wardens. One lay of Is. 6d. per year for 3 years. 5 
oxgangs his own estate and 1 oxgang Bread Land ; 6 
oxgangs in all.

The Bread Dole oxgang does not seem to be mentioned 
in the above, but it may be under the occupier's name.

From a plea recorded in the Cheshire Sheaf (Series III., 
No. 4416) it would appear that there were in Poulton about 
1600 exactly 28 oxgangs, viz., 17 in Poulton proper and 
11 in Seacombe.
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Supposing there is some slight mistake in the Liscard 
figures, so that this township and Wallasey had 56 oxgangs 
each, the total for the parish would amount to 140 oxgangs. 
This would point to an entirely fresh assessment of the 
parish according to oxgangs of land, for 140 does not well 
agree with either the li hides or 4 carucates shown in 
Domesday Book, as the assessment of Wallasey. It shows 
instead 17| carucates of land. Two holdings of 7 bovates 
each (recorded above) would suit a total of 56 oxgangs.




