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THREE LOCAL WINDMILLS.
By Charles R. Hand.

Read 24th November, 1921.

WINDMILLS are very prominent in the old
views of Liverpool, and some are of special
interest. Unfortunately the statements about
them have not always been accurate, and it is
desirable to place certain facts on record. The
occasion has arisen by the discovery of the
three drawings which accompany this article.
These drawings, perhaps not of great artistic
merit, are, I believe, unique, having never been
seen in public before and having no duplicates,
so far as is known. They are the property of
Mr. Fred. Williams, who discovered them, and he
has assisted in this paper by consulting and copy-
ing several maps. I am also indebted to the
authors of the History of Corn Milling, Brooke’s
Liverpool, and Stonehouse’s Recollections of a
Nonagenarian for interesting and wvaluable par-
ticulars concerning the mills.

I. THE Garrows MiLL.

Some confusion has existed concerning this
windmill. In Herdman’s Picforial Relics of
Ancient Liverpool, vol. ii., plate xliv. is inscribed
“London Road and the Gallows Mills,”” and in
his description of the picture, the author remarks :

“London Road . .. has been a place of considerable
historical interest, and the plate is of especial value, as it

contains a portion of the Pool which . . . . may be con-
sidered to have been the origin of the name of the town.
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The stream from the Moss lake having passed across
Pembroke Place, came by Daulby Street to the present wide
opening before Monument Place, at which spot it is seen
in the drawing. At the time the drawing was taken (about
1825), the Pool was a dank, sluggish stream, approaching
its end . . . It commences at the left-hand, a little west
of Stafford Street, where one of the old coaches is seen
going out on its five hours’ journey to Manchester. Next
is seen the old Gallows Mill Public-house, which remained
until a very recent date. The near ridge of land is occupied
by the two mills which were known as the Gallows Mills,
from various executions which had taken place there,
not only of the rebels in 1715, but other criminal executions
which have been chronicled in former works. . . . The
author remembers everything in the plate exactly as it is
there represented.”

Picton states in his Memorials of Liverpool:*

‘“ On the north side of London Road, between Stafford
Street and Gildart Street, there formerly stood two ancient
windmills and a large mill-dam. These were known for a
century as the Gallows Mills, from the fact of four of the
rebels captured at Preston, after the failure of the insurrec-
tion of 1715, having been executed here. The Gallows
Mills were removed about 1820, but one of the miller’s
houses, originally thatched, remained for many years
standing at the corner of Stafford Street, converted into a
public-house.”

He says further that :

“In the early years of the present century, from near
Camden Street eastward, scarcely a house or building
existed in London Road with the exception of the Gallows
Mills, a little above the site of Monument Place.”’?

It appears necessary that the inaccuracies in
the foregoing statements should be corrected.

In the first place it must be noted that neither
of the two windmills indicated was the Gallows
Mill ; nor could they be considered ‘ ancient,”
seeing that neither remained standing for more
than one hundred years. There is no evidence
whatever that ‘“ one of the miller’s houses ’ was
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‘“ originally thatched.” The stream which flowed
past the front of these two mills had its origin at
Gregson’s Well, though it was augmented at this
point by the flow from the Moss lake.

What really did take place in this locality ?

Early in the eighteenth century four gentlemen
who had been implicated in the Jacobite rebellion
were publicly hanged close to Norris’s mill, by the
lane leading to Prescot. The Rev. Robert Patten,
“who was an eye-witness”’ of the Battle of
Preston, tells us' that these gentlemen were :

Archibald Burnett, of Carlips, who carried the Pretender’s
standard at Preston. He was ‘““a Gentleman of comely
Appearance : was afterwards Try’'d, found Guilty, and
Executed in Lancashire, at Liverpool.”

“ George Collingwood, of Northumberland, a Papist, of
a valuable Estate: He was ordered for London, but was
seiz’d with the Gout at Wigan, and from thence was carried
to Liverpool, and there found Guilty, and afterwards
Executed there the 25th of February. He was a very
pious Gentleman, and well beloved in his Country.”

Alexander Drummond, gentleman, ‘‘ of Logie Drummond’s
3rd Regiment of Foot.”

‘““ John Hunter, of Northumberland, executed at Liver-
pool, a Protestant ; he was shot thro’ the Leg at Preston.”

Norris’s was a water-mill which had been
erected in this neighbourhood about 1587, or a
little earlier, and which was still driven by the
ancient stream. On the 2nd of July, 1715, the
Corporation of Liverpool conceded to Mr. Gray the
lease of a plot of land ““in the lane leading by
Mr. Norris’s mill, towards the gibbet, to build a
windmill.”” This new mill became noted through-
out the district as the Gallows Mill ; and it was
here that, shortly before its construction, the
Jacobites were executed.

In close proximity to the Gallows Mill, in a
north-easterly direction, the Corporation ordered,
on the 8th September, 1719 :

! History of the Rebellion in the Year 1715.
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“ that Mr. Thos. Tyrer, who proposes to erect a windmill,
have the lease of a small piece of ground att the south
corner of Mr. Houston’s field on the north side of the high-
way leading to Prescott, for three lives and twenty-one
yeares, he building a mill thereon and paying two shillings
and sixpence per ann. rent from Mich’as. next ; to be sett
out so as not to prejudice the highway.’’t

In the following year (1720) a scheme of great
importance to the town had been decided upon.
As early as 1709 the question of the water supply
had caused some considerable apprehension to

the Corporation, for in that year Sir Cleave Moore *

obtained an Act of Parliament empowering the
Liverpool authorities to make him a grant for
bringing water to Liverpool from the springs at
Bootle. But before advantage could be taken of
this Act, the Moore estates were sold to the Earl
of Derby; and as a consequence the Act re-
mained in abeyance for ninety years.

In 1720, however, a private company was
formed, the shares being ten pounds each, and a
reservoir was constructed on the stream flowing
between the two windmills then standing.
Everything went well until, in 1742, after a pro-
longed period of continuously heavy rains, the
reservoir burst its banks, and the great rush of
water did considerable damage, rising to the
second floor of the dwellings in the low-lying
parts of the town. The scheme was then
abandoned and never revived.:

The third windmill, a short distance directly
east of Tyrer’s first mill, was built in 1749, and
was the second mill erected by Alderman Tyrer
upon these fields. It was purchased by John
Dobson, a well-known miller and corn merchant,

1 Picton, Municipal Avchives and Records, ii., 62. In 1757 this mill

had passed to Samuel Jones; and in 1774 William Farrington was
the occupier. Y

3 Municipal Avchives and Records, ii., 28.
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in 1755. A little more than twenty years after-
wards, it was offered for sale by public auction, by
order of Dobson’s assignees, as the following
advertisement testifies : ’

“1778. May 8. To be sold by auction ... at the
Golden Lyon, Dale Street, all that parcel of ground and
the windmill, two houses and other buildings thereon
erected, and the small garden, situate on the north side
of the highway or road leading from Liverpool to Low
Hill : bounded on the south side by a stone delph and the
said highway, road, or lane; containing by estimation
2 roods 12 perches. All the above premises are held by
lease under the Corporation of Liverpool for three lives and
twenty-one years, under a yearly ground rent of 10s., and
were lately let to Mr. Isaac Smith at the yearly rent of
£80. They are now in good repair, and very well adapted
for a miller on account of their contiguity to the turnpike
road.””

In the year 1800, William Rose, then lessee
of the once-named Farrington mill, petitioned the
Corporation to alter the clause contained in his
lease concerning the lives, but was notified that
his petition ‘ cannot be granted until the mill
be taken down to widen the road.” Twelve years
later, Edward Blackstock, gentleman, was, how-
ever, granted a similar request, on his own behalf,
and also as executor for Edward Newsham,
“ subject to taking down in a limited time the
said mill, as well as the public-house called ‘ the
Barleymow,” for the widening of the said road.””

By the year 1788, the Gallows Mill had passed
into the tenancy of Joseph Gerard, but the site
being required by the Corporation for public
improvements, on the 1st of October, 1788,
during the mayoralty of Mr. Thomas Earle, it
was :

““Ordered . . . that the mill called Gallows Mill be taken
down, and that the Trustees of the Prescot Turnpike Road

1 Bennett and Elton, Hist. of Corn Milling, iv., 203.
2 Ibid.
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be applied to for allowing a proportionable part of the
exp:lar'l’ce, as it will be of great benefit to that part of such
road.

The property was purchased by the Corporation
for the sum of £700, as appears by the following
entry in the official Ledger of that year:

“1788. September 10. Gallows Mill, N. side Prescot
Lane. To cash paid purchase thereof, £700.”

“The materials of the mill, known by the
name of the Gallows Mill, situate on the Prescot
Road, near Liverpool,” were sold by auction at
the house of Mrs. Murphy, in Whitechapel, on
Monday, the 23rd of February, 1789 ; everything
was ‘““to be taken down and removed at the
expense of the purchaser.”” The advertisement
referred enquirers for further particulars to ““ the
Treasurer’s office in the Exchange”; and the
sale realised seventy-one pounds, as testified on the
credit side of the ledger :

“1789. February 24. By Cash received on
account of old materials ... £20 0 O
July 9. By do. do. do. ... 51 0 O

The origin of W. G. Herdman'’s picture is stated
to be “a pencil drawing by Charles Barber in
1825.”” This pencil drawing was first copied by
J. Innes Herdman, and subsequently re-drawn in
a much improved manner by W. G. Herdman ;
and included, as before mentioned, in his
Pictorial Relics.

It is not out of place to point out that the
drawing is dated ‘“ about 1825” by Herdman ;
“1803” by Brown, Barnes and Bell; and
““1796 ”’ by Mr. James Touzeau, in his Rise and
Progress of Liverpool.

It appears singular that any misconception as to
the positions and names of these windmills should
have arisen. Mr. James Stonehouse, a valued

1 Mumicipal Arvchives and Records, ii., 262.
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member of our Society and a careful local
antiquary, described the mills and their position
in such detail that it seems strange that Herdman
and Picton could go astray on the subject.’
Stonehouse stated in his Streets of Liverpool :*

‘“ There were three mills hereabouts at one period. One
stood in a field near Audley Street [this was Dobson’s],
with a wheel outside to turn the sails to windward, another
adjacent to it [Farrington’s], and a third on the opening to
Stafford Street. This latter was called the Gallows Mill.
This [name] arose from the circumstance that four Jacobites
were hung in front of it [really, however, on the site occupied
by it] in 1716, after the defeat at Preston. At the back of
the Gallows Mill was at one time a large quarry, afterwards
converted into a mill-dam. It was in shape like a * Rupert’s
drop,’ the thin end extending up London Road.”

The picture reproduced, hitherto unrecorded,
is an original water-colour drawing, measuring
21 by 12} inches, and signed ““S. Herdman.”
An inscription on the back reads: ‘ View of
Gallows Mill and Inn adjoining, at the corner of
Stafford Street and London Road, 1733.” Its
origin is unknown. On the extreme left is a
small portion of the stream flowing behind the
mill, next is the yard or garden with pigeon-cote,
| attached to the miller’s house. This building,
which appears at the time the sketch was made
to have been converted into an inn or general
store, has a flagged roof. Then comes the mill,
on the left of which is a path across the fields
y coming out on to the Prescot Lane. Towards
the right are the arches of the Fall Well, for a
great number of years the only water supply to the
; town, and, just showing among the trees above,
ﬂ the cupola of the Blue-coat Hospital and the
' tower of St. Peter’s. On the high ground is seen
the spire of St. George’s Church, and below it,
to the right, the dome of the Exchange. In the

13rd Ed., 97
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immediate foreground is the lane leading to the
mill (later Stafford Street), which, winding towards
the right, lower down joins the road to Prescot.

The maps confirm this picture. Yates and
Perry’s, of 1768, shows the three mills in their
respective positions, with the miller’s house
belonging to the Gallows Mill. By 1785, a house
had been built in close proximity to Farnngton s
mill, as shown on the plan by Charles Eyes,
published this year. On the map issued by John
Gore in 1817, we still see Farrington’s mill, but
it is now situated in the middle of Finch Street
(afterwards Blandford Street, now Kempston
Street), with the house ad]ommg Evidently the
Corporation had cut the street through the
fields before this mill was demolished. @ Both
Dobson’s and Farrington’s mills stand back a
good distance from the main road. Stafford
Street has been laid out, but no building stands
on the eastern corner. Of the Gallows Mill and
Inn there is, of course, no trace. On ‘‘ The Plan
of Liverpool and the Environs, containing the
latest improvements, by J. and A. Walker, 33,
Pool Lane,” dated 1823, none of the mills are
shown, although quite a number of then existing
windmills are depicted. The London Road had
been made straight from where the mile or
boundary stone stood, cutting off the Gallows
Mill, but leaving the mill-house a little distance
from the corner of Stafford Street. It is, there-
fore, a logical deduction that this house, at the
time of the making of Gore’s map, had been taken
down, and that the public-house incorrectly
named the Gallows Mill Inn was erected at a
later date.

The fact, however, must not be overlooked that
plans of this description absorbed quite a number
of years in the making. It is stated, for instance,
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that Yates and Perry’s map of 1768 was the work
of ten years; so that every map here referred to
must be ante-dated by a period extending from
two to ten years.

II. ToxTETH WINDMILL, HARRINGTON.

The next picture is a small crayon drawing,
measuring 6§ by 4§ inches, and signed “ L.
Hayward.” It is one of a collection of about
fifty similar drawings by the same artist, of views
of Liverpool and vicinity, bought at a sale by
auction of the effects of an elderly ILiverpool
lady, residing in Falkner Street, a few months
ago. It bears the inscription on the back
“ Toxteth Windmill, Warwick Street, Harring-
ton.”” The mill is clearly shown on Yates and
Perry’s map of 1768, a short distance south
from the windmill which stood, when the roads
were laid out, at the junction of Mill Street and
Hill Street. The stream from the small pool or
lake, where the embankment was afterwards
made, and known as Mather’s Dam, flows between
the two structures, here forming another pool
and falling eventually into the river.

This mill is casually referred to by W. G.
Herdman in his Ancient Liverpool, in the following
terms :

*“ Further up, on the same side, was another mill, with a

row of cottages, built about 1760, which stood high up
from the road.”

and is almost beyond a doubt the edifice we are
now considering.

A further glimpse of it is obtained in Griffiths’s
History of the Royal and Ancient Park of Toxteth,
where (after a reference to the Mill Street mill)
he tells us :

““ the first object then met with was another mill and a
few cottages standing in a field a few yards back from the
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road at a point just beside where Warwick Street was
afterwards cut through.”

On Horwood’s original large coloured map of
1803, mill sites are indicated in various ways, and
at times the draughtsman’s inconsistencies are
confusing. The Mill Street mill is shown by a
circle and named ““ Windmill,”” while the mill by
Mather’s Dam is marked as a large oblong, but
is also designated ‘ Windmill.” In the present
case, this windmill is denoted by a small square.
Thus there does not appear to have been in the
mind of the designer any idea of uniformity.

Unfortunately the artist has not given us the
least evidence of surroundings, and we have no
testimony beyond that of the inscription on the
back of the drawing itself. But, accompanying,
and mounted and framed along with this picture,
is another drawing of similar style and dimensions.
This is inscribed ‘“ Waterfall on the Otterspool
Stream.” This view, which was afterwards re-
produced by the Nicholsons in their Views of
Liverpool and Vicimity, in 1821, is known to be
correct in all its details; and, judging by this
fact, we seem justified in assuming that the
drawing of the mill is as authentic and reliable.

Of its history I am ignorant, having failed to
trace anything whatever as to its builder or
occupiers; and I would be grateful for any
particulars regarding it.

III. TuE KING's MiLL AT WEST DERBY.

A comprehensive history of this mill, from the
year 1297 onwards, appears in The King's Mills
of Ancient Liverpool (Richard Bennett) and The
History of Corn Milling (Richard Bennett and
John Elton).

The view of it which is here given is an
unsigned water-colour drawing measuring 93 by
6% inches, and named on the back ‘ Old Mill at
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West Derby.” It shows the mill standing by the
right-hand side of the main thoroughfare from
Liverpool to West Derby, overlooking the road
sloping down to the village, the ‘ certain way
called Milne Gate, juxta the chapel of West
Derby ”’ (now Mill Lane); and, to the left,
Larkhill Lane. It is depicted on Yates and
Perry’s map of 1768, the miller’s dwelling being
named ‘‘ Mill-house,”” and on the accompanying
‘“ Series of Great Triangles,” published in Enfield’s,
the mill is marked ‘‘ Derby Wd. Mill.”

I have not been able to discover any record
‘ of its destruction. In the Liverpool Directory

for 1796 appears a list of charges to be paid by
i persons hiring a hackney coach, ““ as ordered and
directed by the magistrates,” on 15th December,
1789. The fare is there set down, from the
: Exchange to ‘“ Larkhill and Derby Mill, each
5/-.))

One writer says, ‘“ The date of its disappearance
does not appear; from the above it seems to
have been remaining in 1796 ; but in the next
directory in which the hackney fares are given,
that of 1803, ‘Larkhill, 5/-’ occurs, without
3 mention of the mill, which, presumably, had been
by then pulled down.” Another states that it
was ‘‘ taken down about 1805.”

As a matter of fact, the mill appears among the
‘ list of fares in much later directories, thus :

1810 and 1811, * Derby Mill, 4/-.”

1813 to 1821, * Lark Hill or Derby Mill, 4/6.”

1823, ** Lark Hill or Derby Mill, 3} miles, 3/6.”

1825 and 1827, * Lark Hill or Derby Mill, 3} miles, 4/6.”

In the Directory for 1829, however, the entry
reads :

““ Lark Hill or Mill Hill, 3} miles, 4/6
so that, accepting the directories as evidence, the
mill ceased to exist between the years 1827 and
1829.




