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TRANSACTIONS.

EARLY LIVERPOOL COACHING.
 

By A. H. Arkle, O.B.E.
1 Read 13 March, 1919, and 10 February, 1921.

'"THERE appears to be little to be said about 
 I coaching in England before the Restoration 

period. Jusserand tells us that coaches were 
introduced into England in 1564 : "A coach," 
he says, " was a strange monster in those days, 
and the sight of them put both horses and man 
into amazement ; some said it was a crab-shell 
brought out of China, and some imagined it to 
be one of the pagan temples in which the cannibals 
adored the devil." But a little before the 
Restoration the desire for travel, together with 
the growth of commercial life, brought into being 
that most picturesque of all the modes of travel 
we know of, the Stage Coach.

In the Mercurius Politicus for 8 April, 1658, is 
the following advertisement:

From the 26 April, 1658, there will continue to go stage 
coaches from the George Inn without Aldersgate, London, 
into the several cities and towns, for the rates and at the 
times hereafter mentioned and declared. 

EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY :
To Salisbury, in 2 days .... .... .... xx. s.
  Exmaster, Hinnington

and Exeter ....in 4 days .... xl. s.
  Doncaster and Ferribridge .... .... xxxv. s.
,, York, in 4 days .... .... .... .... xl. s.
,, Blandford and Doncaster in 2| days .... xxx. s.
,, Burput, in 3 days .... .... .... .... xxx. s.
,, Stamford, in. 2 days .... .... .... xx. s.
,, Bawtrey, in 3 days .... .... .... xxx. s.
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MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY : 
I Ockinton, Plimouth .... .... .... .... 1. s.
i EVERY MONDAY :
I To Darneton, Ferryhil, Helperby and
| Northallerton .... .... .... .... xlv. s.
it   Durham .... .... .... .... .... Iv. s.
1 ,, Newcastle .... .... .... .... .... Iv. s. :
I Once every fortnight to Edinburgh, iv. £ a peece, on j
I Mondays.
' Every Friday to Wakefield, in 4 days .... xl. s. i

All persons who desire to travel into the cities and towns '
and roads herein hereafter mentioned and expressed, 

| namely to Coventry, Litchfield, Stone, Namptwich, Chester, 
I Warrington, Wigan, Chorley, Preston, Garstang, Lancaster 'i 
} and Kendal. 
; Also to Stamford, Grantham, Newark, Tuxford, Bawtrey, [

Doncaster, Ferribridge, York, Helperby, North Allerton, , < 
; Darneton, Ferry Hill, Durham, Newcastle, Wakefield, 
i Leeds, and Halifax. 
' Also to Salisbury, Blandford, Dorchester, Barput, Ex- :

master, Hinnington, Exeter, Ockinton, Plimouth and i 
J Cornwall, let them repair to the George Inn at Holborn \ t 
; Bridge, London, and thence they shall be in good coaches 1 
' with good horses upon every Monday, Wednesday and ; 
i Friday at and for reasonable rates. ;'

* From the same paper of 24 June, 1658 : f
I The Postmasters on Chester road petitioning have received \ 1
   orders and do accordingly publish the following advertise- i 
i. ment: '' 
I All gentlemen, merchants and others who have occasion 
;i to travel between London and Westchester, Manchester j 
j and Warrington, or any other town upon the road for the | 
: accommodation of trade, despatch of business and ease of j 
i purse, upon every Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning *

betwixt six and ten of the clock at the house of Mr. 
;; Christopher Charteris at the sign of the Hart's Horns in 

West Smithfield, and postmaster there, and at the postmaster 
at Chester and at the postmaster of Warrington, may have . ; 
a good and able single horse or more furnished at 3d. the 
mile without charge of a guide, etc., etc. j 

,. All those who intend to ride this way are desired to give i 
(  a little notice beforehand if conveniently they can to the \ 
I several postmasters where they first take horse.



Early Liverpool Coaching . 3

My attention was called to these interesting 
extracts by Mr. F. C. Beazley. They are taken 
from the first volume of Notes and Queries. They 
give us the main lines of traffic as they existed 
at the time.

That there were other ideas about the advan­ 
tages of travel is evident from the following 
quotation from an early paper :

In the year 1672, when throughout Great Britain there 
were only six stage coaches constantly going, a pamphlet 
was written for their suppression. It stated : " These 
stage coaches make gentlemen come to London on every 
small occasion, which otherwise they would not do but 
upon urgent necessity. Nay, the convenience of the 
passage makes their wives often come up, who rather than 
come on such long journeys on horseback would stay at 
home. Here when they have come to town they must 
presently be in the mode, get fine clothes, go to plays and 
treats and by these means get such a habit of idleness and 
love of pleasure that they are uneasy ever after."

But the object of this paper is not to go into 
the question of coaches and coaching at large. 
I am only endeavouring to give an outline of 
how the coaching around Liverpool developed 
until it grew into the wonderful and efficient 
instrument which we find in the early nineteenth 
century until, indeed, its great rival steam 
drove it almost entirely off the road.

John Ogilby published in 1675 his well-known 
book of road maps through England. He names 
and describes the great trunk roads of Great 
Britain as follows :
1st. The Northern Road, extending to Berwick and thence

to Edinburgh.
2nd. The North-East Road to Yarmouth in Norfolk. 
3rd. The Kentish Road or Eastern to Dover. 
4th. The South-Western Road to Chichester and adjunct

to the Great Western Road to Plymouth. 
5th. The due West or Bristol Road.
6th. The North-West or Chester Road, extending to Holy- 

head.
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Under these headings he adds a list of what 
are called " depending branches," and for the 
last of these main roads one of the depending 
branches is " Warrington to Liverpool," much in 
the same way as Neston is on a depending branch 
from Chester.

These main roads go S.W., W., N.W., N.E., 
and E., but on none of these lines was the ancient 
town of Liverpool situated ; and until the trade 
with Ireland and the Plantations, especially the 
West Indies, began to develop, Liverpool was 
quietly pursuing various local industries, such as 
the potteries, with scarcely a thought of the vast 
field of commerce that was only just beginning 
to open to the enterprize and energy of her 
citizens.

Until the middle of the 18th century, Liverpool 
was almost entirely cut off from the rest of the 
country by the want of good main roads. So 
far back as November, 1725, the Common 
Council, taking into consideration that the road 
between this town and Prescot " hath been 
almost impassable, and that the inhabitants of 
this town have suffered much for want of getting 
their coals home during the summer season, thro' 
the great rains that have happened in these 
parts, and that it would be highly necessary to 
get an act of Parliament for the repairing that 
road so that it may be passable at all times of 
the year and for erecting a turnpike thereon : 
It is now ordered that a petition to Parliament 
for that purpose be prepared."

In January the following year (1726) the 
Council, taking into further consideration " the 
great charge of bringing coals and merchandises 
to this town and port in bad weather, and 
especially in the winter season and at all times 
when the weather happens to be wet and
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unseasonable as it hath happened the last 
summer, and that the roads to the coal pits, and 
particularly in Prescot, cannot be sufficiently 
repaired by the statute work as it will be passable 
at such times, without the help and assistance of a 
toll: it is now ordered and agreed that applica­ 
tion be made to Parliament to obtain an act for 
that purpose and that the treasurer do advance 
one-half of the charge."

James Chadwick was employed to survey, 
measure and map out this road to Prescot;1 for 
which he was advanced the sum of £3 3s. Yet, 
after all this, it seems that the two acts of 
Parliament, dated 1746 and 1753, were passed, 
and that a period of nearly 30 years elapsed 
before the road was properly completed from 
Liverpool to Warrington ; for it was only in 
1757 that a contract was entered into for making 
the unfinished part of the road between Prescot 
and Warrington, to be completed in two years.

There must have been roads of a sort both 
from Wigan and Warrington into Liverpool by 
way of St. Helens and Prescot, but they were 
evidently in a sad state of unrepair, and no doubt 
until about 1760 most of the goods traffic between 
Liverpool and other towns was carried by pack 
horses, and passengers had to go on horseback 
as far as Warrington and there wait for the stage 
wagon or post coach to their destination.

From Troughton's History of Liverpool, speaking 
of the period before coaches were established, we 
gather that a stage coach from the north of 
England to London passed through Warrington 
every week. It was customary for travellers 
from Liverpool to the capital to go to Warrington 
on Sunday to be ready to set out in the coach

1 Prescot Road began at the stone bridge which crossed the Pool 
at the top end of Dale Street, where is now William Brown Street.



6 Early Liverpool Coaching

at 3 a.m. on the Monday, and they thought 
themselves fortunate if they arrived in London 
late on the Saturday. Troughton, who probably 
wrote about 1805 or 1806, says (page 107) : 
" Vestiges of the old road from Warrington to 
Liverpool are yet discernible near the nursery at 
Wavertree, and this road or lane, which is not 
4 yards broad, is continued at intervals between 
the Edge Lane Road and Wavertree Lane to 
within a short distance of Wavertree Hall."

Such being the difficulties and delays in com­ 
pleting even one good road, how the merchants 
of those times must have welcomed the great 
canal system inaugurated by the Duke of Bridge- 
water and carried out by his engineer, Brindley ! 
In the same spirit of enterprize local business 
men saw early in the 19th century the enormous 
advantage of a rail road to enable them to cope 
with the increasing demands of the traffic to and 
from the port.

At last, early in 1760, the road through Prescot 
to Warrington was completed, and Liverpool was 
united to the great trunk roads running in all 
directions throughout England. The first men­ 
tion of a coach in connection with Liverpool occurs 
in an advertisement in the Liverpool Advertiser of 
14 January, 1757, referring probably to a casual 
arrival in Liverpool for which the proprietors 
wanted, if possible, to secure a return fare. It 
runs as follows :

For Birmingham or other parts of Warwickshire, Oxford, 
London, Bath, or any place adjacent, a returned coach 
which will set out from Liverpool on the 20th or 21st 
instant. Apply to the Talbot Inn or Mr. John Crosbie, 
merchant.

Another three years elapsed before a coach 
service began ; the first advertisement runs as 
follows :
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A machine " sets out on Monday, Sept. 1st, 1760, and 
on every Monday and Thursday morning at 6 o'clock from 
Mr. Budworth's, the Bull's Head Inn in Manchester ; 
will call at the Red Lyon Inn in Warrington ; at Mr. 
Reynolds's, the Old Legs of Man, in Prescot ; and lies at 
Mr. Banner's, the Golden Fleece, in Liverpool. Returns 
from thence every Tuesday and Friday morning at 6 
o'clock, and calls at the above places on its way back to 
Manchester. Each passenger to pay 8s. and so in pro­ 
portion for any part of the road. To be allowed 14 Ib. 
weight of luggage, and all above to pay Id. per pound. 
Perform'd (if God permits) by

JOHN STONEHEWER, 
, . JAMES FRANCE.

John Stonehewer was apparently the driver of 
this first venture for at least six or seven years, 
for I find a foot-note in Troughton's History of 
Liverpool which gives this extract from the 
Liverpool Chronicle of 21 January, 1768 :

John Stonehewer, driver of the stage coach between 
Liverpool and Manchester, having been thrown off the 
box had his thigh broken by the fall, begs his thanks may 
be acceptable to his benefactors at Warrington for their 
generous contributions to the support of his wife and 4 
children during his illness. John is a careful, honest man, 
a good driver, and takes care of his horses. Those whose 
business requires frequent passing between Liverpool and 
Manchester have lost in him for a time a good servant, 
but they may accelerate his cure and make his misfortune 
easier by their donations at the Bull and Punch Bowl, Dale 
Street, where the poor man still continues very ill.

Communication between Liverpool and Man­ 
chester, while very important, was only one step 
on the way for bringing Liverpool into touch 
with all the great towns ; and of these, the most 
important was a good service with the Metropolis. 
So, in the spring of the next year, 20 March, 
1761, the following interesting announcement 
appeared in the press :

The Liverpool, Warrington and Litchfield Flying Machine 
to London in 3 days, and as soon as the weather permits 
in 2 days, sets out from the Golden Lyon in Liverpool
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every Monday and Thursday morning, and from the Bell 
Inn in Wood Street, London, every Monday and Thursday 
morning likewise; and arrives at the above places 
Wednesday and Saturday.

Prices from Liverpool, £2 6s.; Warrington, £2 2s. ; 
Litchfield, £\ 7s. Half the money to be paid at taking 
place and other half on taking coach. 14 Ibs. luggage ; 
all above to pay 3d. per Ib. Outside passengers and child 
on lap to pay half-price. And so in proportion for any 
part of the road.

In June, 1763, the Flying Machine accomplished 
the journey in two days, travelling three days a 
week. But the times were difficult, and coach 
owners soon found that to maintain anything 
like a regularity in arriving at their destinations, 
it was absolutely necessary to have far better 
roads. Winter, with its flooding rain and snow, 
must have caused great inconvenience at the 
least to the travellers of those days, and one is 
inclined to think that a journey to London, 
especially in the winter months, required con­ 
siderable fortitude. For instance, on 23 
January, 1767, the proprietors of the local paper 
say :

Since our last the London mails have come in here very 
irregularly owing to the prodigious fall of snow, which has 
been much greater upwards than here. The mail which, 
had it come as usual, would have been here on Thursday 
15th, did not arrive till late on Sunday following ; that for 
Friday 16th, and Sunday 18th, both on Wednesday. As 
the frost is now broke with rain we are fearful that the 
waters are so much out as to cause a further delay to 
yesterday's and this day's mails, which were not arrived 
this morning at 10 o'clock. Therefore we publish the 
papers without waiting any longer for them.

Again, in February the following year, 1768 :
Owing to heavy rains which have fallen this week, the 

River Ribble at Walton Bridge was never known so high 
by 10 inches. The London mail, which should have come 
in here yesterday morning, did not arrive till 5 o'clock in 
the evening ; and as we fear, from the rains which fell
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yesterday, the mail for to-day will be as late, we hope we 
shall be excused for publishing without waiting longer for 
Thursday's papers.

But difficulties of weather or bad roads would 
not be likely to daunt the enterprising people of 
Lancashire ; and in October, 1767, we find that 
another Liverpool Flying Machine to London in 
three days was advertised to run twice a week. 
Setting out from the Talbot Inn, Water Street, 
on Tuesday 27th, it was to go thence to London 
every Tuesday and Saturday ; arriving in Liver­ 
pool Monday and Friday during the winter 
season.

The development of local traffic is shown by 
an announcement that a Prescot stage coach 
would set out from the Angel Inn on Sunday, 
29 November, 1768, about 9 a.m., for the Legs- 
of-Man and Bull Inn, Prescot, and return about 
5 o'clock for the Angel Inn ; and would continue 
the same every day in the week. Fares, Is. 6d. 
inside; 6d. out. Thomas Adlington, driver.

It is important to remember that for those 
who did not want Flying Machines there were 
" The Old and Constant Stage Wagons." These
set out from the Nag's Head, Workhouse Lane, every 
Tuesday and Friday evenings, arriving at the Axe 
Inn, Aldermanbury, London, every Tuesday and Friday , 
leaving to return every Wednesday and Saturday, arriving 
at Liverpool every Tuesday and Friday, in 9 days ; carrying 
passengers and goods to London or any part of the road. 
Performed (if God permit) by

JOSEPH HULSE, 
JONATHAN HIGGINSON, 
WILLIAM WIDDERS.

Thomas Sutton, Bookkeeper ; who may be spoke with 
every day in the week upon Change at Change Hours.

By April, 1773, the traffic to Manchester 
demanded a coach three times a week ; for John 
Randies, on removing from the George Inn,
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High Street, to the Bull and Unicorn in Dale 
Street, states that the Manchester stage coach 
set out from the latter inn every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday morning at 7 o'clock. 
This coach dined at Warrington each day at the 
George Inn, carrying passengers, etc., etc. 
Travellers would meet with friendly usage and 
good accommodation at the above inns.

Something must next be said about another 
route from Liverpool to distant parts : that by 
crossing the Mersey by one of the numerous 
ferries, thence to Chester, there connecting with 
coaches to all parts. The ferries in these early 
days were all sailing boats, the first steamer to 
ply on cross traffic being the Etna, in 1817.

It has already been shown that coaches were 
running from London to Chester at least as early 
as 1658, and as early as 1707 Blundell's Diary 
records that the writer made use of the " Eastom " 
ferry boat to go to Chester, and in 1709 he made 
use of the Rock House and Woodside Ferry. I 
can find no trace, however, of a coach running 
regularly between Chester and Woodside Ferry 
before 4 June, 1762, when it was announced 
that a new machine with six able horses would 
set out from the Golden Talbot, in Chester, for 
the Woodside Ferry Boathouse every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday morning at 8 o'clock, 
and take passengers at 4s. each, returning at 
4 o'clock on the same day to Chester. The 
same machine went every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday to Parkgate, at 2s. 6d. each. Boats 
would attend at the Woodside on the above days 
to carry passengers to Liverpool.

It is somewhat difficult to determine what 
road the coaches used between Chester and 
Woodside. At first the route appears to have 
been from Chester to Bromborough Pool (the
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present Chester Road) ; thence by Lower 
Bebington and Dacre Hill to Tranmere, along what 
is now Church Road, and down Whetstone Lane 
to Grange Lane (now Grange Road), and on to 
Woodside. About 1790 the Old Chester Road 
was improved and the coaches, after passing 
Lower Bebington to Dacre Hill, there turned to 
the right along the Old Chester Road, crossing 
the Pool (Tranmere) by the bridge, or rather 
embankment. In the Liverpool and Lancaster 
Herald of 7 August, 1790, we read as follows :

We hear that the embankment at Birkenhead Pool in 
Cheshire to complete the communication of the turnpike 
road leading from Chester to the Woodside Ferry opposite 
this town was made possible for horses and carriages above 
the highest spring tides in the month of March last, and 
the turnpike road is now in such a state of forwardness 
that it is expected that another summer will complete the 
whole length from Chester to the above ferry ; the distance 
16 miles only.

The New Chester Road, connecting Brom- 
borough Village with Birkenhead and avoiding 
the steep gradients by Lower Bebington, is quite 
a modern road, having been made about 1840 
by Mr. J. Brassey, the famous contractor.

In 1774 we get the first mention of New Ferry. 
It had considerable advantages at that time. 
From that point to Chester was a much shorter 
road, and the rather difficult and hilly road over 
Tranmere Hill was avoided. At the same time 
the voyage was considerably shorter than that 
by Eastham (or, as it was sometimes called, 
Carlett Ferry), and it escaped the troublesome 
sandbanks of the river at that point, which made 
navigation for sailing boats both difficult and 
dangerous. The tenant at this period was Mr. 
Englefield Lloyd. A coach was fixed to set out 
from the New Ferry House every day at 9-30 in 
the morning for Chester (Pyed Bull Inn, Northgate



12 Early Liverpool Coaching

Street, kept by Simon Leet). Each passenger 
paid 4s. in, or 2s. outside. By applying to Richard 
Davenport at the Friendship Coffee House, Strand 
Street, Liverpool, passengers could be accommo­ 
dated with boats to the said ferry on the shortest 
notice.

There was still another direction in which 
coach traffic was bound to develop the outlet 
from Liverpool at the north end. In October, 
1763, the development began by an advertisement 
that the Liverpool and Kendal stage coach 
machine would run from the White Lyon, Kendal, 
every Friday, arriving at the Black Horse and 
Rainbow, in High Street, Liverpool, next day 
(Saturday) to dinner. The return journey began 
on Monday morning. Passengers dined at the 
George Inn, Preston, and lay at the King's Arms, 
Lancaster, going on to Kendal the next morning. 
The fares to and from Kendal were 22s. ; to 
Lancaster, 16s. ; to Preston, 10s. ; and to Wigan, 
6s. ; children on lap and outside, half-price.

The turnpike road from Liverpool through 
Ormskirk was not in existence as the Act for it 
was only obtained in 1770. The traffic, therefore, 
no doubt went either through Prescot and Wigan 
or via Warrington. I am indebted to Mr. R. 
Stewart-Brown for a notice that the first coach 
for Preston by the Ormskirk road, passed 
through Aughton on 15 June, 1774. * In this 
connection it is worth while quoting the earnings 
of the various gates between Liverpool and 
Preston :

Walton, Lydiate, Burscough, Tarleton, Penwortham
1775 £174 57 20 96 91
1779 201 72 105 100 100
1803 424 194 234 184 330
1806 530 190 222 198 466
1811 700 302 260 300 416 

1 Newstead's Annals of Aughton.




