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TRANSACTIONS.

EARLY LIVERPOOL COACHING.
 

By A. H. Arkle, O.B.E.
1 Read 13 March, 1919, and 10 February, 1921.

'"THERE appears to be little to be said about 
 I coaching in England before the Restoration 

period. Jusserand tells us that coaches were 
introduced into England in 1564 : "A coach," 
he says, " was a strange monster in those days, 
and the sight of them put both horses and man 
into amazement ; some said it was a crab-shell 
brought out of China, and some imagined it to 
be one of the pagan temples in which the cannibals 
adored the devil." But a little before the 
Restoration the desire for travel, together with 
the growth of commercial life, brought into being 
that most picturesque of all the modes of travel 
we know of, the Stage Coach.

In the Mercurius Politicus for 8 April, 1658, is 
the following advertisement:

From the 26 April, 1658, there will continue to go stage 
coaches from the George Inn without Aldersgate, London, 
into the several cities and towns, for the rates and at the 
times hereafter mentioned and declared. 

EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY :
To Salisbury, in 2 days .... .... .... xx. s.
  Exmaster, Hinnington

and Exeter ....in 4 days .... xl. s.
  Doncaster and Ferribridge .... .... xxxv. s.
,, York, in 4 days .... .... .... .... xl. s.
,, Blandford and Doncaster in 2| days .... xxx. s.
,, Burput, in 3 days .... .... .... .... xxx. s.
,, Stamford, in. 2 days .... .... .... xx. s.
,, Bawtrey, in 3 days .... .... .... xxx. s.
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MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY : 
I Ockinton, Plimouth .... .... .... .... 1. s.
i EVERY MONDAY :
I To Darneton, Ferryhil, Helperby and
| Northallerton .... .... .... .... xlv. s.
it   Durham .... .... .... .... .... Iv. s.
1 ,, Newcastle .... .... .... .... .... Iv. s. :
I Once every fortnight to Edinburgh, iv. £ a peece, on j
I Mondays.
' Every Friday to Wakefield, in 4 days .... xl. s. i

All persons who desire to travel into the cities and towns '
and roads herein hereafter mentioned and expressed, 

| namely to Coventry, Litchfield, Stone, Namptwich, Chester, 
I Warrington, Wigan, Chorley, Preston, Garstang, Lancaster 'i 
} and Kendal. 
; Also to Stamford, Grantham, Newark, Tuxford, Bawtrey, [

Doncaster, Ferribridge, York, Helperby, North Allerton, , < 
; Darneton, Ferry Hill, Durham, Newcastle, Wakefield, 
i Leeds, and Halifax. 
' Also to Salisbury, Blandford, Dorchester, Barput, Ex- :

master, Hinnington, Exeter, Ockinton, Plimouth and i 
J Cornwall, let them repair to the George Inn at Holborn \ t 
; Bridge, London, and thence they shall be in good coaches 1 
' with good horses upon every Monday, Wednesday and ; 
i Friday at and for reasonable rates. ;'

* From the same paper of 24 June, 1658 : f
I The Postmasters on Chester road petitioning have received \ 1
   orders and do accordingly publish the following advertise- i 
i. ment: '' 
I All gentlemen, merchants and others who have occasion 
;i to travel between London and Westchester, Manchester j 
j and Warrington, or any other town upon the road for the | 
: accommodation of trade, despatch of business and ease of j 
i purse, upon every Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning *

betwixt six and ten of the clock at the house of Mr. 
;; Christopher Charteris at the sign of the Hart's Horns in 

West Smithfield, and postmaster there, and at the postmaster 
at Chester and at the postmaster of Warrington, may have . ; 
a good and able single horse or more furnished at 3d. the 
mile without charge of a guide, etc., etc. j 

,. All those who intend to ride this way are desired to give i 
(  a little notice beforehand if conveniently they can to the \ 
I several postmasters where they first take horse.
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My attention was called to these interesting 
extracts by Mr. F. C. Beazley. They are taken 
from the first volume of Notes and Queries. They 
give us the main lines of traffic as they existed 
at the time.

That there were other ideas about the advan 
tages of travel is evident from the following 
quotation from an early paper :

In the year 1672, when throughout Great Britain there 
were only six stage coaches constantly going, a pamphlet 
was written for their suppression. It stated : " These 
stage coaches make gentlemen come to London on every 
small occasion, which otherwise they would not do but 
upon urgent necessity. Nay, the convenience of the 
passage makes their wives often come up, who rather than 
come on such long journeys on horseback would stay at 
home. Here when they have come to town they must 
presently be in the mode, get fine clothes, go to plays and 
treats and by these means get such a habit of idleness and 
love of pleasure that they are uneasy ever after."

But the object of this paper is not to go into 
the question of coaches and coaching at large. 
I am only endeavouring to give an outline of 
how the coaching around Liverpool developed 
until it grew into the wonderful and efficient 
instrument which we find in the early nineteenth 
century until, indeed, its great rival steam 
drove it almost entirely off the road.

John Ogilby published in 1675 his well-known 
book of road maps through England. He names 
and describes the great trunk roads of Great 
Britain as follows :
1st. The Northern Road, extending to Berwick and thence

to Edinburgh.
2nd. The North-East Road to Yarmouth in Norfolk. 
3rd. The Kentish Road or Eastern to Dover. 
4th. The South-Western Road to Chichester and adjunct

to the Great Western Road to Plymouth. 
5th. The due West or Bristol Road.
6th. The North-West or Chester Road, extending to Holy- 

head.
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Under these headings he adds a list of what 
are called " depending branches," and for the 
last of these main roads one of the depending 
branches is " Warrington to Liverpool," much in 
the same way as Neston is on a depending branch 
from Chester.

These main roads go S.W., W., N.W., N.E., 
and E., but on none of these lines was the ancient 
town of Liverpool situated ; and until the trade 
with Ireland and the Plantations, especially the 
West Indies, began to develop, Liverpool was 
quietly pursuing various local industries, such as 
the potteries, with scarcely a thought of the vast 
field of commerce that was only just beginning 
to open to the enterprize and energy of her 
citizens.

Until the middle of the 18th century, Liverpool 
was almost entirely cut off from the rest of the 
country by the want of good main roads. So 
far back as November, 1725, the Common 
Council, taking into consideration that the road 
between this town and Prescot " hath been 
almost impassable, and that the inhabitants of 
this town have suffered much for want of getting 
their coals home during the summer season, thro' 
the great rains that have happened in these 
parts, and that it would be highly necessary to 
get an act of Parliament for the repairing that 
road so that it may be passable at all times of 
the year and for erecting a turnpike thereon : 
It is now ordered that a petition to Parliament 
for that purpose be prepared."

In January the following year (1726) the 
Council, taking into further consideration " the 
great charge of bringing coals and merchandises 
to this town and port in bad weather, and 
especially in the winter season and at all times 
when the weather happens to be wet and
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unseasonable as it hath happened the last 
summer, and that the roads to the coal pits, and 
particularly in Prescot, cannot be sufficiently 
repaired by the statute work as it will be passable 
at such times, without the help and assistance of a 
toll: it is now ordered and agreed that applica 
tion be made to Parliament to obtain an act for 
that purpose and that the treasurer do advance 
one-half of the charge."

James Chadwick was employed to survey, 
measure and map out this road to Prescot;1 for 
which he was advanced the sum of £3 3s. Yet, 
after all this, it seems that the two acts of 
Parliament, dated 1746 and 1753, were passed, 
and that a period of nearly 30 years elapsed 
before the road was properly completed from 
Liverpool to Warrington ; for it was only in 
1757 that a contract was entered into for making 
the unfinished part of the road between Prescot 
and Warrington, to be completed in two years.

There must have been roads of a sort both 
from Wigan and Warrington into Liverpool by 
way of St. Helens and Prescot, but they were 
evidently in a sad state of unrepair, and no doubt 
until about 1760 most of the goods traffic between 
Liverpool and other towns was carried by pack 
horses, and passengers had to go on horseback 
as far as Warrington and there wait for the stage 
wagon or post coach to their destination.

From Troughton's History of Liverpool, speaking 
of the period before coaches were established, we 
gather that a stage coach from the north of 
England to London passed through Warrington 
every week. It was customary for travellers 
from Liverpool to the capital to go to Warrington 
on Sunday to be ready to set out in the coach

1 Prescot Road began at the stone bridge which crossed the Pool 
at the top end of Dale Street, where is now William Brown Street.
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at 3 a.m. on the Monday, and they thought 
themselves fortunate if they arrived in London 
late on the Saturday. Troughton, who probably 
wrote about 1805 or 1806, says (page 107) : 
" Vestiges of the old road from Warrington to 
Liverpool are yet discernible near the nursery at 
Wavertree, and this road or lane, which is not 
4 yards broad, is continued at intervals between 
the Edge Lane Road and Wavertree Lane to 
within a short distance of Wavertree Hall."

Such being the difficulties and delays in com 
pleting even one good road, how the merchants 
of those times must have welcomed the great 
canal system inaugurated by the Duke of Bridge- 
water and carried out by his engineer, Brindley ! 
In the same spirit of enterprize local business 
men saw early in the 19th century the enormous 
advantage of a rail road to enable them to cope 
with the increasing demands of the traffic to and 
from the port.

At last, early in 1760, the road through Prescot 
to Warrington was completed, and Liverpool was 
united to the great trunk roads running in all 
directions throughout England. The first men 
tion of a coach in connection with Liverpool occurs 
in an advertisement in the Liverpool Advertiser of 
14 January, 1757, referring probably to a casual 
arrival in Liverpool for which the proprietors 
wanted, if possible, to secure a return fare. It 
runs as follows :

For Birmingham or other parts of Warwickshire, Oxford, 
London, Bath, or any place adjacent, a returned coach 
which will set out from Liverpool on the 20th or 21st 
instant. Apply to the Talbot Inn or Mr. John Crosbie, 
merchant.

Another three years elapsed before a coach 
service began ; the first advertisement runs as 
follows :
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A machine " sets out on Monday, Sept. 1st, 1760, and 
on every Monday and Thursday morning at 6 o'clock from 
Mr. Budworth's, the Bull's Head Inn in Manchester ; 
will call at the Red Lyon Inn in Warrington ; at Mr. 
Reynolds's, the Old Legs of Man, in Prescot ; and lies at 
Mr. Banner's, the Golden Fleece, in Liverpool. Returns 
from thence every Tuesday and Friday morning at 6 
o'clock, and calls at the above places on its way back to 
Manchester. Each passenger to pay 8s. and so in pro 
portion for any part of the road. To be allowed 14 Ib. 
weight of luggage, and all above to pay Id. per pound. 
Perform'd (if God permits) by

JOHN STONEHEWER, 
, . JAMES FRANCE.

John Stonehewer was apparently the driver of 
this first venture for at least six or seven years, 
for I find a foot-note in Troughton's History of 
Liverpool which gives this extract from the 
Liverpool Chronicle of 21 January, 1768 :

John Stonehewer, driver of the stage coach between 
Liverpool and Manchester, having been thrown off the 
box had his thigh broken by the fall, begs his thanks may 
be acceptable to his benefactors at Warrington for their 
generous contributions to the support of his wife and 4 
children during his illness. John is a careful, honest man, 
a good driver, and takes care of his horses. Those whose 
business requires frequent passing between Liverpool and 
Manchester have lost in him for a time a good servant, 
but they may accelerate his cure and make his misfortune 
easier by their donations at the Bull and Punch Bowl, Dale 
Street, where the poor man still continues very ill.

Communication between Liverpool and Man 
chester, while very important, was only one step 
on the way for bringing Liverpool into touch 
with all the great towns ; and of these, the most 
important was a good service with the Metropolis. 
So, in the spring of the next year, 20 March, 
1761, the following interesting announcement 
appeared in the press :

The Liverpool, Warrington and Litchfield Flying Machine 
to London in 3 days, and as soon as the weather permits 
in 2 days, sets out from the Golden Lyon in Liverpool
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every Monday and Thursday morning, and from the Bell 
Inn in Wood Street, London, every Monday and Thursday 
morning likewise; and arrives at the above places 
Wednesday and Saturday.

Prices from Liverpool, £2 6s.; Warrington, £2 2s. ; 
Litchfield, £\ 7s. Half the money to be paid at taking 
place and other half on taking coach. 14 Ibs. luggage ; 
all above to pay 3d. per Ib. Outside passengers and child 
on lap to pay half-price. And so in proportion for any 
part of the road.

In June, 1763, the Flying Machine accomplished 
the journey in two days, travelling three days a 
week. But the times were difficult, and coach 
owners soon found that to maintain anything 
like a regularity in arriving at their destinations, 
it was absolutely necessary to have far better 
roads. Winter, with its flooding rain and snow, 
must have caused great inconvenience at the 
least to the travellers of those days, and one is 
inclined to think that a journey to London, 
especially in the winter months, required con 
siderable fortitude. For instance, on 23 
January, 1767, the proprietors of the local paper 
say :

Since our last the London mails have come in here very 
irregularly owing to the prodigious fall of snow, which has 
been much greater upwards than here. The mail which, 
had it come as usual, would have been here on Thursday 
15th, did not arrive till late on Sunday following ; that for 
Friday 16th, and Sunday 18th, both on Wednesday. As 
the frost is now broke with rain we are fearful that the 
waters are so much out as to cause a further delay to 
yesterday's and this day's mails, which were not arrived 
this morning at 10 o'clock. Therefore we publish the 
papers without waiting any longer for them.

Again, in February the following year, 1768 :
Owing to heavy rains which have fallen this week, the 

River Ribble at Walton Bridge was never known so high 
by 10 inches. The London mail, which should have come 
in here yesterday morning, did not arrive till 5 o'clock in 
the evening ; and as we fear, from the rains which fell
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yesterday, the mail for to-day will be as late, we hope we 
shall be excused for publishing without waiting longer for 
Thursday's papers.

But difficulties of weather or bad roads would 
not be likely to daunt the enterprising people of 
Lancashire ; and in October, 1767, we find that 
another Liverpool Flying Machine to London in 
three days was advertised to run twice a week. 
Setting out from the Talbot Inn, Water Street, 
on Tuesday 27th, it was to go thence to London 
every Tuesday and Saturday ; arriving in Liver 
pool Monday and Friday during the winter 
season.

The development of local traffic is shown by 
an announcement that a Prescot stage coach 
would set out from the Angel Inn on Sunday, 
29 November, 1768, about 9 a.m., for the Legs- 
of-Man and Bull Inn, Prescot, and return about 
5 o'clock for the Angel Inn ; and would continue 
the same every day in the week. Fares, Is. 6d. 
inside; 6d. out. Thomas Adlington, driver.

It is important to remember that for those 
who did not want Flying Machines there were 
" The Old and Constant Stage Wagons." These
set out from the Nag's Head, Workhouse Lane, every 
Tuesday and Friday evenings, arriving at the Axe 
Inn, Aldermanbury, London, every Tuesday and Friday , 
leaving to return every Wednesday and Saturday, arriving 
at Liverpool every Tuesday and Friday, in 9 days ; carrying 
passengers and goods to London or any part of the road. 
Performed (if God permit) by

JOSEPH HULSE, 
JONATHAN HIGGINSON, 
WILLIAM WIDDERS.

Thomas Sutton, Bookkeeper ; who may be spoke with 
every day in the week upon Change at Change Hours.

By April, 1773, the traffic to Manchester 
demanded a coach three times a week ; for John 
Randies, on removing from the George Inn,
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High Street, to the Bull and Unicorn in Dale 
Street, states that the Manchester stage coach 
set out from the latter inn every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday morning at 7 o'clock. 
This coach dined at Warrington each day at the 
George Inn, carrying passengers, etc., etc. 
Travellers would meet with friendly usage and 
good accommodation at the above inns.

Something must next be said about another 
route from Liverpool to distant parts : that by 
crossing the Mersey by one of the numerous 
ferries, thence to Chester, there connecting with 
coaches to all parts. The ferries in these early 
days were all sailing boats, the first steamer to 
ply on cross traffic being the Etna, in 1817.

It has already been shown that coaches were 
running from London to Chester at least as early 
as 1658, and as early as 1707 Blundell's Diary 
records that the writer made use of the " Eastom " 
ferry boat to go to Chester, and in 1709 he made 
use of the Rock House and Woodside Ferry. I 
can find no trace, however, of a coach running 
regularly between Chester and Woodside Ferry 
before 4 June, 1762, when it was announced 
that a new machine with six able horses would 
set out from the Golden Talbot, in Chester, for 
the Woodside Ferry Boathouse every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday morning at 8 o'clock, 
and take passengers at 4s. each, returning at 
4 o'clock on the same day to Chester. The 
same machine went every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday to Parkgate, at 2s. 6d. each. Boats 
would attend at the Woodside on the above days 
to carry passengers to Liverpool.

It is somewhat difficult to determine what 
road the coaches used between Chester and 
Woodside. At first the route appears to have 
been from Chester to Bromborough Pool (the
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present Chester Road) ; thence by Lower 
Bebington and Dacre Hill to Tranmere, along what 
is now Church Road, and down Whetstone Lane 
to Grange Lane (now Grange Road), and on to 
Woodside. About 1790 the Old Chester Road 
was improved and the coaches, after passing 
Lower Bebington to Dacre Hill, there turned to 
the right along the Old Chester Road, crossing 
the Pool (Tranmere) by the bridge, or rather 
embankment. In the Liverpool and Lancaster 
Herald of 7 August, 1790, we read as follows :

We hear that the embankment at Birkenhead Pool in 
Cheshire to complete the communication of the turnpike 
road leading from Chester to the Woodside Ferry opposite 
this town was made possible for horses and carriages above 
the highest spring tides in the month of March last, and 
the turnpike road is now in such a state of forwardness 
that it is expected that another summer will complete the 
whole length from Chester to the above ferry ; the distance 
16 miles only.

The New Chester Road, connecting Brom- 
borough Village with Birkenhead and avoiding 
the steep gradients by Lower Bebington, is quite 
a modern road, having been made about 1840 
by Mr. J. Brassey, the famous contractor.

In 1774 we get the first mention of New Ferry. 
It had considerable advantages at that time. 
From that point to Chester was a much shorter 
road, and the rather difficult and hilly road over 
Tranmere Hill was avoided. At the same time 
the voyage was considerably shorter than that 
by Eastham (or, as it was sometimes called, 
Carlett Ferry), and it escaped the troublesome 
sandbanks of the river at that point, which made 
navigation for sailing boats both difficult and 
dangerous. The tenant at this period was Mr. 
Englefield Lloyd. A coach was fixed to set out 
from the New Ferry House every day at 9-30 in 
the morning for Chester (Pyed Bull Inn, Northgate
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Street, kept by Simon Leet). Each passenger 
paid 4s. in, or 2s. outside. By applying to Richard 
Davenport at the Friendship Coffee House, Strand 
Street, Liverpool, passengers could be accommo 
dated with boats to the said ferry on the shortest 
notice.

There was still another direction in which 
coach traffic was bound to develop the outlet 
from Liverpool at the north end. In October, 
1763, the development began by an advertisement 
that the Liverpool and Kendal stage coach 
machine would run from the White Lyon, Kendal, 
every Friday, arriving at the Black Horse and 
Rainbow, in High Street, Liverpool, next day 
(Saturday) to dinner. The return journey began 
on Monday morning. Passengers dined at the 
George Inn, Preston, and lay at the King's Arms, 
Lancaster, going on to Kendal the next morning. 
The fares to and from Kendal were 22s. ; to 
Lancaster, 16s. ; to Preston, 10s. ; and to Wigan, 
6s. ; children on lap and outside, half-price.

The turnpike road from Liverpool through 
Ormskirk was not in existence as the Act for it 
was only obtained in 1770. The traffic, therefore, 
no doubt went either through Prescot and Wigan 
or via Warrington. I am indebted to Mr. R. 
Stewart-Brown for a notice that the first coach 
for Preston by the Ormskirk road, passed 
through Aughton on 15 June, 1774. * In this 
connection it is worth while quoting the earnings 
of the various gates between Liverpool and 
Preston :

Walton, Lydiate, Burscough, Tarleton, Penwortham
1775 £174 57 20 96 91
1779 201 72 105 100 100
1803 424 194 234 184 330
1806 530 190 222 198 466
1811 700 302 260 300 416 

1 Newstead's Annals of Aughton.
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These figures show the enormous development 
on this one main road.

The extraordinary hours at which people of 
those times had to begin their journeys will- not 
have escaped notice. It must have required a 
good deal of moral courage to get up in time for 
a coach starting off, as many did, at any hour 
between 3 and 6 a.m. or say on a winter's 
night at 9 p.m. for a long ride. Only a very 
small proportion of the population ventured to 
travel at all; but those who did, had to carry out 
their project under trying and inconvenient 
circumstances.

It is important too to remember that while pas 
senger traffic did not attain large dimensions until 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, the goods 
traffic of the country, stimulated no doubt by 
the competition of the canals, increased to a 
much larger extent. We find, for instance, that 
not only were stage waggons rumbling their way 
leisurely between Liverpool and London and 
other places, but also express waggons, or, as 
they called them, " Flying Waggons," which did 
the journey to London in five days, the pro 
prietors hoping that such expedition would meet 
with proper reward.

About 1780 the greatest of all coaching 
developments occurred : the invention of the 
mail coach. How did our forefathers manage 
with their mails ? Down to 1673, Liverpool had 
not even a horse post. About that date, the 
Deputy Postmaster General (Colonel Roger 
Whitley, probably a Cheshire man) admitted that 
something ought to be done to improve postal 
facilities. A letter is quoted in Hyde's book on 
the Early History of the Post, in which Whitley 
says : "I agree with you that the trade of that 
industrious place (Liverpool) ought to have
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quicker despatch in its correspondence and may 
deserve a horse post ; but if the charge is im 
posed on the Office the benefit will not balance 
the expense." One can almost imagine that 
His Majesty's Post Office had this last phrase 
framed and placed in some prominent place for 
the benefit of succeeding generations. However, 
it seems that, with the help of Alderman Chandler, 
of Liverpool, this improvement was inaugurated, 
and this system of mail carriage was carried on 
for more than 100 years. Previous to 1673, 
letters (say) from Manchester for Ireland were 
carried up to London, and then by way of Chester 
and Holyhead ; but in the year 1673 an improve 
ment was effected, the letters being taken only 
as far south as Stone, in Staffordshire, there 
picking up the connection with the London 
mails. Brooke tells us that the Post Office for 
Liverpool in 1775, and for some years after, was 
in North John Street, on the east side, between 
Dale Street and the opening leading into Princes 
Street, and was just like what one sees in a small 
country town, with an aperture for receiving 
letters and a moveable square or little door-like 
opening in the window for delivery of letters. In 
that year (1775) Liverpool had only one letter 
carrier; no town except London was allowed 
more than one. In 1800 the office was established 
at Old Post Office Place ; in 1839 it was transferred 
to Canning Place, part of the Dock Office of that 
period, where the head office remained till the 
large building in Victoria Street was built in 
1899. In 1792 the salary of the Postmaster was 
£100 per annum ; Bath, at £150, was the highest 
out of London. In 1801, the charge for a single 
letter from London to Liverpool was 9d. 
However, better times were coming. In 1782, 
John Palmer put forward his plan for reform of
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the postal system. There is a full account of 
him in the Dictionary of National Biography. 
He was born at Bath in 1742. His father (John 
Palmer) was a prosperous brewer and tallow 
chandler ; his mother was one of the Longs of 
Wraxall Manor, Wilts. Young John wished to 
go into the army, but eventually took his place 
in the counting house of the brewery until, owing 
to fear of consumption of the lungs, he had to 
give up the work. His father, in the meantime, 
had become proprietor of a theatre in Bath, and 
in 1768 obtained a practical monopoly of the 
theatrical properties in Bath for 21 years. Young 
Palmer acted for his father in London, and had 
to make many journeys in connection with his 
business. He noticed that the state post was 
the slowest mode of conveyance in the country. 
The mail then took three days between London 
and Bath, and he had frequently accomplished 
the distance in one. His plan for the reform of 
the postal service had for its main idea to send 
the mails by the stage coaches instead of by 
post boys on worn-out horses. The coach was 
to be guarded, to carry no outside passengers, 
and to travel at 8 or 9 miles per hour. After 
some delay and opposition from the postal 
officials, it was decided to try the plan on the 
London and Bristol Road, the first mail coach 
leaving Bristol for London on 2 August, 1784. 
On the 23rd August it was suggested that the 
mail coach service should be extended to Norwich, 
Nottingham, Liverpool and Manchester ; and by 
the autumn of 1785 mail coaches were also 
running to Leeds, Gloucester, Swansea, Hereford, 
Milford Haven, Worcester, Birmingham, Shrews 
bury, Holyhead, Exeter, and many other places, 
and in 1786 to Edinburgh. On 11 October, 
1786, Palmer was appointed Comptroller General
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of the Post Office. Honours poured in on him 
from many quarters, and amongst others he was 
presented with the freedom of Liverpool and 
Chester. He died at Brighton, 16 August, 1818, 
having done splendid work for the country. 
Before 1784 there had been constant robbery of 
the mails, but from 1784 to 1792 no mail coach 
was stopped or robbed. In 1788, 320 towns 
which formerly had a post three times a week, 
had one every day. The speed had been in 
creased from 5 or 6 miles an hour to 7, and by 
1792 the old unsatisfactory coaches had all been 
replaced by new and modern types.

On 14 July, 1785, the following announcement 
appeared in Gore's Advertiser :

A further extension of Mr. Palmer's plan will take place 
on Sunday evening 24th inst., from which day the office 
will be open for the receipt of letters for London and the 
inter-places every night till 10-0 (except Fridays) and for 
the delivery of letters every morning at 8 o'clock except 
Tuesdays.

N.B. No business will be done at the office on Sunday 
from 10 in the morning till after evening service. It will 
likewise be shut up at 9 p.m.

On 21 July in the same year appeared the 
following :

GOLDEN LION HOTEL, DALE STREET.
The original Mail Coach with a guard all the way will 

set off on Monday 25th, at 4 in the morning to go in 30 
hours. 1

Notice. That all carters, chaise boys, etc., betwixt 
Liverpool and London to observe when they hear the 
horn of the guard to the Mail Coach they are immediately 
to turn out of the road and make way for the same. If 
this caution is not strictly attended to, etc., etc.

On 29 June, 1786, the mail was transferred 
from the Golden Lion to the hotel at the bottom 
of Lord Street, and the time of departure was

1 On 1st September reduced to 27 hours.
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altered to 11 o'clock in the evening. On 1 June, 
1789, this hotel was sold up and the royal mail 
transferred to the London Tavern and Talbot 
Inn. The old Talbot Inn had been pulled down 
in 1787, but rebuilt and opened by Messrs. 
Harris and Bates, vintners, from London, on 17 
April, 1788. The royal mail for the north 
started, in October, 1785, from the old Talbot 
Inn at 3-30 every morning. In February, 1786, 
this coach was transferred to the Cross Keys, in 
Dale Street, and immediately after to the Golden 
Lion. Its route was by Preston, where it joined 
up with the London and Carlisle mail coach.

As traffic developed all over the country, it 
was natural that there should be a linking up 
of the towns on the various lines of traffic. I 
think it was between 1780 and 1790 that this 
feature began to assume importance. In July, 
1779, occurs perhaps the first example of this 
phase of coaching :

The Liverpool and Lancaster stage coach sets out from 
Mr. Lewis's, the Horse and Rainbow, High Street, Liverpool, 
every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday morning at 6 o'clock. 
The return journey from Mr. Capstick's, the New Inn, 
Lancaster, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 4 o'clock. 
Going from Liverpool, the coach breakfasts at Mr. Abram's, 
Burscough ; dines at Preston about 1 p.m. By which 
means passengers, parcels, etc., from the London coach 
are regularly conveyed to Lancaster the same evening.

In 1781 a further example may be cited :
Mr. Cooper, of Preston, sets out from Preston on Friday, 

25 May, at 6 a.m. ; arrives at Mr. Banner's, the Golden 
Fleece, at noon. Returns at 2 p.m. ; arrives Preston same 
evening ; there meets the Lancaster, Kendal, Penrith and 
Carlisle coach ; which leaves at 6 a.m. next morning, 
arrives Carlisle same evening, at 10 p.m. ; thence by 
diligence at 4 a.m. to Dumfries.

Another feature in the journeys comes out 
about the same period, i.e., publishing the exact
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route of the journey, and in some cases making 
a regular itinerary of each stage, thus :

12 July, 1781. From the Cross Keys Inn, the London 
New Post Coach in two days, thro' Warrington, Knutsford, 
Macclesfield, Leek, Ashbourne, Derby, Loughboro', 
Leicester, Welford, Northampton. Breakfast, Derby; 
dine, Leicester; lie at Angel Inn, Northampton   leave 
3 a.m. Arrive Blossoms Inn, Laurence Lane, London, 
early in afternoon.

There is one more main route which deserves 
notice, the great road through the East Lan 
cashire and Yorkshire industrial area, right 
through to the east coast ports of Hull, Newcastle, 
etc. In January, 1787, W. Henshaw, of the 
Black Bull in Lord Street, J. Hoyle of the Angel 
in Dale Street, and Walkers of the Cross Keys, 
Dale Street, advertised a diligence every morning 
from Liverpool to Manchester, where it met the 
diligence which went to Leeds, York, Hull and 
Scarboro', " the only diligence which travels that 
road."

Hitherto, arrangements for traffic had been in 
the hands of innkeepers, each one usually taking 
a particular route. We now come to the era of 
big firms running a large complement of coaches 
every day to all parts of the country. This idea 
grew rapidly, especially towards the end of the 
18th century, and increased more and more in 
the new century. In 1789, Thomas Simpson, 
proprietor of the London Tavern and Talbot Inn, 
Water Street, advertised the following, viz.:

London Stage Coach.
London Post Coach.
The only Birmingham Coach, via Stafford and

Wolverhampton.
The only Bath and Bristol Coaches. 
A Daily Coach to Lancaster. And later, 
A Daily Coach to Manchester and Chester.
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In 1793, Thomas Simpson disappeared, and in 
his place came M. Harris, who shortly before had 
signed the contract with the General Post Office 
for a mail coach to York ; and so he advertised, 
from the London Tavern and Talbot Inn, the 
mail coach, leaving at 3 o'clock every morning, 
through Warrington, Manchester, Rochdale, 
Halifax, Bradford, Leeds, Tadcaster, York, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne and Edinburgh. The fares 
were to Warrington, 6s. ; Manchester, 12s. ; 
Rochdale, 17s. ; Halifax, 23s. ; Bradford, 26s. ; 
Leeds, 30s. ; Tadcaster, 35s. ; York, 38s. ; 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 60s. ; Edinburgh, 101s. After 
a very short career, M. Harris dropped out, and 
in the latter part of 1793, the working of the 
coaches was taken over by Anderson, Evans 
and Co., who for many years worked the royal 
mail to London until, in 1799, Thomas Cooper 
and Co., a Preston firm, appear as the pro 
prietors.

In 1794, H. Stantton & Co. were running a 
coach from the. Black Horse and Rainbow Inn. 
High Street, Liverpool, to Manchester and back. 
In 1796 they were working from the Crown Inn, 
Red Cross Street, with coaches to Birmingham 
and London, evidently making a bid for the fast 
traffic to the metropolis. In April they announced 
the journey to be done in 38 hours, and by June 
they reduced it to 34 hours. In 1797 they 
started coaches to Carlisle and Scotland. They 
stated that they were determined that their 
coaches should be conducted with the greatest 
regularity and expedition ; that every passenger 
would have a card of the distance of each stage 
and the time of arrival at the same. They seem 
to have introduced the idea of naming the coaches, 
such as Telegraph light coach; Expedition 
coach; The Traveller; Camperdown ; Resolution ;
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and many others. This soon became the general 
practice.

In 1800 appears a name destined to become the 
most important in the coaching affairs of Liverpool 
and district: the Bretherton family. On 11 
January, 1800, P. Bretherton purchased Mr. 
Stantton's share in the London Expedition Coach 
from Crown Inn, Red Cross Street. (This coach had 
good horses, it was declared, was well lighted, 
and had a guard all the way the same as the 
mail.) Also the Birmingham Expedition Coach; 
the Bath and Bristol Coach ; and the Carlisle 
Coach. A week or two later it was stated that 
the purchase of Stantton's business was made by 
Bartholomew Bretherton & Co., who seem some 
times to have advertised themselves as B. & F. 
Bretherton. In May of the same year P. 
Bretherton & Co. advertised a coach for Bolton, 
Bury and Rochdale from Peter Bretherton's, the 
Wheat Sheaf in Dale Street ; so that they are 
a somewhat mixed-up family. There was, at 
the beginning of the Brethertons' career, con 
siderable trouble with the old firm of Thomas 
Cooper & Co., of Liverpool and Preston. Bitter 
words appeared in the newspapers during the 
year 1800, suggesting that Cooper's friends in 
the various towns had been " got at " by the 
Brethertons, or that some influence had been 
brought to bear by which Cooper's connections 
were seriously handicapped.

The Brethertons appear at first as if they were 
one large firm. In the beginning of December, 
1801, we find the following :

The cheapest coaches of all others travelling out of 
Liverpool northwards from the Crown Inn, Red Cross 
Street, every morning at 7 o'clock for Preston, Lancaster, 
Ulveistone, Whitehaven, KendaJ, Penrith, Carlisle, and all 
parts of Scotland. The Public is cautioned that there is
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no other coach by which passengers or parcels can be 
forwarded north of Kendal.

The London Light Coach through Birmingham and 
Oxford, every evening at 6 o'clock ; also to Bristol, Bath, 
Exeter and Plymouth.

The Northwich, Middlewich, Sandbach, and Newcastle 
Coach, three times a week, at 8 o clock in the morning.

Passengers finding themselves tired by the length of the 
jouiney may rest on the load and proceed without additional 
faie.

BRETHERTONS & Co.

The year 1801 was remarkable for the severity 
of the winter. On the 7th December we read 
" the fall of snow on Friday extended to every 
quarter whence we have received accounts." 
Near Marlboro' the snow was drifted to the depth 
of several feet, additional horses were procured, 
and the coach was drawn through ; but its way 
was again impeded when one of the passengers 
disengaged himself from the carriage and fell into 
a pit 8 feet deep, and it was with extreme difficulty 
his life was saved. In prosecuting their journey 
they were overturned, the guard being very 
severely hurt. The coaches for Liverpool and 
Leeds were buried in the snow on Chalk Hill, and 
an hour and a half was spent in extricating 
them. Near Dunstable the mail again sank in 
snow above the axle-tree, and it was necessary 
to send back for additional horses. At Stoken- 
church Hill all the coaches which left London on 
Friday morning were stopped. The Manchester 
and Shrewsbury heavy coaches, which left at 
the same time, were unable to get beyond Chalk 
Hill. At Hockliffe the Chester coach stuck. 
Many other accounts from all parts of the country 
show what a terrible time passengers, drivers and 
horses must have experienced.

The commencement of the nineteenth century 
witnessed a very large increase in the Liverpool
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coaching traffic. In addition to the Brethertons 
may be mentioned Peacock, Yates & Linley, 
with coaches from the Coach and Horses Inn at 
the end of Whitechapel, near the bottom of 
Lord Street; Anderson, Evans & Co., from the 
Talbot Inn ; and many others. From the Talbot 
alone, in 1805, Anderson, Evans & Co. despatched 
the following mail coaches and other carriages :

The London Royal Mail every night at 9-15.
Manchester and Leeds Royal Mail every night at 9-15.
York, Hull and Edinburgh Royal Mail every morning.
London Coach (the Lord Nelson) every afternoon pre 

cisely at 5 o'clock, in 38 hours.
Bristol, Bath, Exeter and Plymouth Expedition Coach 

every day.
Birmingham and Oxford Coach every afternoon at 

5 o'clock.
Preston, Lancaster and Carlisle Coach every day at 

noon.
In the winter of 1806 the mail for London left 

at 9-30 p.m., at the reduced fares of £4 4s. inside, 
£2 2s. out. In August, 1807, Anderson, Evans 
and Co. started a new Royal Mail to Carlisle, 
Glasgow and Edinburgh to reach Glasgow in 
36 hours; leaving Liverpool every evening at 
5 o'clock. In connection with this the Post 
master announced that the office would be closed 
at 5 p.m. for the despatch of letters to Ormskirk, 
Preston, Lancaster, all Westmorland, Cumber 
land, Isle of Man, Northumberland, Scotland, and 
North of Ireland.

During 1807 and part of 1808 another firm, 
Newby, Varty & Duckworth, were carrying on 
a large trade. There was a series of angry 
advertisements in the newspapers respecting the 
ownership of a coach called the Royal Sailor, 
with the Brethertons. Each firm contradicted 
the statements of the other, and both of them 
kept on asserting that their coach was not
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discontinued as the other company affirmed, but 
was still running as usual, and each got to its 
destination before the other (on paper, at least).

In 1808 the Postmaster ordered the establish 
ment of a mail coach between Shrewsbury ahd 
Holyhead, to commence on 6th September, and 
as the packet was to sail for Dublin immediately 
on the arrival of the coach and so four hours 
before the mail from Chester, for which the packet 
was not to wait a daily communication was 
opened between Chester and Chirk to meet the 
Shrewsbury and Holyhead coach, performed by 
an armed express rider from Chester, and the same 
on return. It was expected that in this way the 
Irish mails would arrive in Liverpool a whole day 
earlier. The authorities were first obliged to 
turn their attention to the condition of the 
Shrewsbury and Holyhead road, and that 
effectively prevented the maintenance of a regular 
service. Telford was asked to report on the 
road, and in 1811 sent in a report; but the 
country was just entering on its last desperate 
struggle with Napoleon, so that it was not until 
1815 that he was authorised to proceed with 
his suggested improvements. Even now, a 
hundred years later, one can admire the genius 
which planned and carried into effect such a 
magnificent specimen of road-making.

These and similar improvements to other main 
routes in due time caused a lowering of the 
records for the various journeys ; and in the 
course of the next ten years several coaches were 
able to run to Liverpool from London in 26 hours, 
from Birmingham in 12 hours, from Bristol in 
24 hours, and from Glasgow in 30 hours. The 
increase of speed brought its natural consequences 
and the racing of coaches became very prevalent. 
No doubt it was difficult to deal with. The
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following curious instance I copy from a con 
temporary paper:

22 May, 1814. On Friday se'nnight in the morning the 
True Britain Coach from Leeds to York, in passing the 
other coaches, while delivering a parcel at Tadcaster (the 
last stage before York) came in contact with splinter bar, 
was overturned and the driver, Matthew Irish, was killed. 
The coroner's inquest gave a verdict, " That the said 
Matthew Irish being carelessly wilfully driving the True 
Britain Coach the same was thrown to the ground and the 
coach falling upon his body he received several mortal 
injuries, of which he died about two hours after." The 
coach, horses and harness were declared " deodand," 1 and 
valued at £100. We hope this will be a caution to 
proprietors and their servants.

In November, 1819, R. Chambers & Co., 
Liverpool, coach proprietors, with reference to 
their coach to Nottingham, state :

Notwithstanding artful and unprincipled attempts to 
do away with it by their own late middle partners and the 
opposition company, they still continue to run on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday.

The public are acquainted that by recent and generally 
approved arrangement they agreed to run on separate 
days to prevent all that danger so incident to passengers 
by contested racing, but since most singular attempts upon 
the destruction of the favourite Britannia, the opposition 
party have again shifted their days, most likely to promote 
that continued warfare formerly so long and so desperately 
kept up. All such practices are discountenanced by the 
said proprietors.

Down to 1808 the Tranmere ferry W. Roberts, 
Ferry House had been enjoying a large and 
increasing business. For instance, in June of 
that year, we find :

Royal Mail Coach to Chester and Holyhead, every
morning at 6 o'clock. 

Commercial Coach to Shrewsbury, through Neston,
Chester, Whitchurch, and Wem.

'The unusual word " Deodand," according to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, signifies a thing forfeited to the Crown to be used in 
alms, etc., as having caused a human death.
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Coach to Wrexham and Oswestry, three times a week,
at 9 a.m. 

Three times a week to Shrewsbury, via Neston,
Ellesmere, etc., at 9 a.m. ; and 

A boat every morning from Liverpool at 8 o'clock," to
carry passengers to above.

However, on 7 November, 1808, appeared the 
following advertisement:

The Postmaster has been pleased to order that the mail 
coach between Liverpool and Chester shall proceed by direct 
road by Thornton and Sutton, and that the mails should 
in future cross the Mersey to and from Woodside Ferry 
instead of Tranmere. The public are informed that the 
arrangement started yesterday and that the Post Office 
will be kept open for Ireland, North Wales and Shropshire 
till 3 p.m. The mail boat to carry mail coach passengers 
only.

In all my researches in coaching literature I 
have only once found mention of the modern idea 
of coaching as a form of amusement and pleasure, 
and I think it is worth noting. It was in 1805, 
October 9 (a bit late in the year, perhaps) :

The Commercial Coach leaves Poole (probably Tranmere 
Ferry) every evening at 5 o'clock, through Chester and 
Wrexham, passing near the grand aqueduct across the 
Dee at Pont Cysyllte, to Chirk, where it meets the coaches 
from Shrewsbury to Holyhead by way of Lord Penrhyn 
New Inn at Capel Curig. The peculiar advantage of travel 
ling this way must be apparent when it is considered that 
besides obviating the inconvenience of several steep and 
almost inaccessible hills, passengers avoid by this convey 
ance the ferry at Conway and have the advantage of sleeping 
one night on the road at Capel Curig, which for extensive 
and convenient accommodation as an inn and romantic 
and beautiful scenery in the neighbourhood is not to be 
excelled in the Principality.

In 1805 we see the beginning of the modern 
omnibus or tram traffic. Higginson & Co. adver 
tised :

The Cornwallis from the Grapes Inn, Williamson Street, 
through Wavertree, Childwall, Woolton and Hale, to
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Runcorn. Fares : Wavertree, 1/6 in, I/- out ; ChildwalL 
2/- in, 1/6 out ; Woolton, 2/- in, 1/6 out ; Hale and Speak, 
3/- in, 2/- out.

In April, 1817, a strange new portent comes 
across my story, the power behind which was 
eventually to sweep away coaches and all their 
ways. In the local papers appeared the adver 
tisement, accompanied by an extraordinary illus 
tration, of the Etna, sailing or "steaming" from 
Tranmere Ferry. There is little more to say, for 
soon after steamers came the locomotive. Though 
at first the coach made a brave fight, it was very 
soon evident that horses had no chance against 
steam. However, to show the enormous develop 
ment of coaching immediately prior to the 
locomotive, I have written out a list of the coaches 
despatched by the three firms of Bretherton in 
the year 1822.

Regarding the firms, it is very difficult to under 
stand the relations between these three brothers 
(if they were brothers), Peter, Bartholomew and 
Francis. The first to appear was Peter, who 
bought the shares of H. Stantton & Co. in 1800. 
At that time he had no address in Liverpool and 
he is not mentioned in the Directory until 1807, 
when he was located at Parr, near St. Helens. It 
is only in 1813 that his coach office is mentioned 
as 180, Dale Street. In 1816 it is 161, Dale 
Street ; in 1818, 176, Dale Street; in 1823, 184, 
Dale Street. In all these cases his coaches are 
described as from the Golden Lion ; and in 1823 
it is distinctly stated, Golden Lion, 184, Dale 
Street. The other two, Bartholomew and 
Francis, started together in Red Cross Street no 
doubt the Crown Inn. In 1813 they appear to 
have separated, for in that year's Directory 
Bartholomew is described as at 177, Dale Street, 
Francis remaining at the Crown. In 1816
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Bartholomew's coach house is described as 
Dale Street. In 1818 it is the Saracen's Head, 
130, Dale Street. Francis in the meanwhile adds 
the White Horse, Dale Street to the Crown in 
Red Cross Street. In 1821 the Saracen's Head 
was numbered 135, Dale Street, while the White 
Horse was No. 8. In 1827 there were further 
changes, for Bartholomew had taken over the 
Talbot Inn, Water Street, together with the 
Saracen's Head ; Francis remaining as before. 
In 1832, Francis had retired to Lydiate, while 
Bartholomew had added the Angel Inn, Dale 
Street. It is worth noting that the family were 
wise in their generation, for in 1825 there was a 
Joseph Bretherton, who was a veterinary surgeon, 
while a Daniel and Thomas were coach-builders. 

With the early thirties coaching days were 
numbered, and now with petrol and steam power, 
and probably electricity, we shall never look upon 
their like again.

APPENDICES.

TIME BILLS.

(A.) LONDON EXPEDITION COACH : H. H. STANTTON AND 
Co., 1800.

p.m.
7 0 Sets out from Crown Inn,

Redcross Street. 
10 0 Warrington Mr. Key's
a.m.
4 0 Sandbach or Mr. Gibbin's 

Congleton Red Bull
8 0 Stone Mr. Gothard's 

10 30 Colwich Mr. Coleman
p.m.
3 0 Birmingham Mr. Evett's

Miles.

18 Supper,
10-30. 

32

17 Breakfast. 
11

26
stays 3 hours Saracen's Head 

10 0 Warwick Mr. Plant's 21 Supper, 
a.m. 
3 0 Banbury Mr. Wyatt's 18
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a.m.
6 30 Buckingham 

10 0 Ailesbury 
p.m.
3 0 Snow Hill, 

London.

44 Hours.

Mr. Orsbourn 
Mr. Walton's

17f Breakfast.

Mr. Mountain's 40^ 
Saracen's Head

218

(B.) W. C. LILLYMAN & Co., HOTEL, CASTLE STREET,
1816.

Post Coach, The Prince Regent, every morning for 
London.

Time occupied 
From Liverpool at 8 a.m. for each stage.
to Warring ton

Knutsford
Congleton

Talko' th' Hill ....
Stone
Lichfield

Birmingham

Wells Green
Coventry....

Dunchurch

Daventry
Towchester
Stony Stratford
Redburn

London ....

18 miles ...
12   ...
14   ...

7*   ...
14   ...
22 ,, ...

16 ,, ...

6   ...
12   ...

11   ...

8   ...
12 ,, ...
8   ...

27   ...

281 __ ...

. 2 35
. 1 40
. 2 0

30 m.
. 1 5
. 2 0
. 3 30

20 m.
. 2 40

10m.
. 1 0
. 1 50

20 to
. 1 40

20m.
. 1 15
. 2 0
. 1 10
. 4 5

30m.
. 4 5

Dinner.

Supper.

Office bus.

Change.

Breakfast.

Dinner.

216 34 45

(C.) ROSE, HEWITT & Co., LIVERPOOL, May, 1816. 
New Coach to York at 5 o'clock every morning.

Time Time of 
Miles, allowed, arrival. 

From Liverpool 
to Burscough .... 16 2 15 7 17
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Time Time of 
From Burscough Miles, 'allowed, arrival,

29

to Preston .... .... 16 2

Blackburn .... 8 1
Whalley .... .... 6
Gisburn .... .... 11 1

Skipton .... .... 11 1
Otley .... .... 15 2
Weatherby ... 14 2
York .... .... 14 1

111 15
(D.)   GLASGOW AND EDINBURGH

AND Co., 31 July, 1823.
Leave Liverpool, 1 p.m.

Miles.
Aughton .... .... 10
Burscough .... .... 7
Hoole .... .... 7J ...
Preston .... .... 7| ...

Office Duty.   ...
Garstang .... .... 11
Lancaster .... .... 11
Burton .... .... 11
Kendal .... .... 11 ...
Supper and Office ....  
Hucks .... .... 8 ...
Shap .... .... 8 ...
Penrith .... .... 11
Hesketh .... .... 9
Carlisle .... .... 9

Office Duty ....  
Sark Bridge.... .... 9
Annan .... .... 9
Clarence Fields .... 8
Dumfries .... .... 8
(Break for Edinburgh).

Breakfast   Change Coach, et<
Con .... .... .... 11 ....
Moffat .... .... 10 ....
Crawford .... .... 15
Chester Hall .... 9 ....
Lanark .... .... 11

15 9 30
20

30 11 20
40 12 0
30 1 30

30
20 3 20

5 5 25
5 7 30

50 9 25

30
COACH : P.

Time of
Stage.

1 15
50
52J
524
10

1 25
1 20
1 20
1 20

20
1 5
1 0
1 20
1 5
1 3

10
1 5
1 5

55
55

:. 30
1 20
1 15
1 50
1 5
1 20

m. Breakfast

m. Dinner

BRETHERTON
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Time of
Miles. Stage. 

Dinner and Office ....   .... 30
Hamilton .... .... 15 .... 2 0
Glasgow .... .... 11 .... 1 20

237 .... 30 38
DUMFRIES TO EDINBURGH :

to Thornhill .... 14 .... 1 50
Dalvene .... .... 9 .... 1 10
Crowford.... .... 12 .... 1 30
Biggar .... .... 15 .... 2 0
Bridge House .... 12 .... 1 30
Edinburgh .... 16 .... 2 0

1822. DEPARTURES FROM LIVERPOOL. 

P. BRETHERTON & Co., GOLDEN LION, DALE STREET.
Leeds, York and Hull: Royal Mail, every evg. 5 15 

Do. do. Royal Neptune, every 
morning .... .... .... .... .... .... 6 45

Scarborough : Mail, True Blue, every morning .... 6 30
Harrogate : Mail, Tally Ho ....every morning .... 6 45

Do. do. every evening .... 5 0
Huddersfield and Wakefield : every morning .... 5 30

Do. do. every evening .... 4 0
Do. do. every evening .... 5 0

Halifax and Bradford : every morning .... .... 7 0
Skipton and Grazier : Sun., Mon. and Wed. mng. 7 0 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Edinboro' : Royal Mail,

every evening .... .... .... .... .... 5 15
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Edinboro' : Royal Tele 

graph, every morning .... .... .... .... 6 30
Carlisle and Glasgow : every morning and evening 
Shields and Sunderland : Highflier, every morning 6 30 
Bridlington : Royal Mail, Sun. and Wed. evening 5 15 
Selby : Royal Sailor, every morning .... .... 6 30

Do. Mail, every evening .... .... .... 5 0
Blackburn : Royal Mail, every evening .... .... 5 15
Bolton : Dreadnought, every day, noon .... 12 30
Bolton and Blackburn : Mon., Wed. and Fri. mng. 6 0

Do. do. Duke of Leeds, every aft. 4 30
Bury and Rochdale : Neptune, every morning.... 7 0

Do. do. Mail, every evening .... 5 0
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Burnley and Colne : every morning (exc. Thursday) 
Preston, Lancaster and Kendal: every morning, 

noon and night ....
Chester and Shrewsbury : Royal Liverpool, every

morning .... .... .... .... .... .... 7 45
Chester : Bang up, every afternoon .... .... 4 0
Manchester: Defiance, morning .... .... .... 5 45

Do. Royal Mail .... .... .... .... 12 15
Do. Balloon .... .... .... .... 9 45
Do. Volunteer .... .... .... .... 1 45
Do. Retaliator .... .... .... .... 4 0
Do. Regulator .... .... .... .... 4 30

St. Helens and Wigan : Defiance, every afternoon 4 0 
Stockport and Sheffield : every morning.... .... 5 30
Hereford, Worcester and Gloucester : every mng. 8 0 
Bath : every morning. Buxton : every morning.... 9 30
London: morning, noon and night.....
Birmingham, Bristol, Bath and Exeter : mg. and ev. 
Derby and North : Lord Nelson, every afternoon.... 4 30
Darlington, Durham, etc. : North Hero, morning 6 30 

Do. do. do. evening .... 5 0
F. BRETHERTON & Co., CROWN INN, RED CROSS STREET,

AND WHITE HORSE, DALE STREET. 
Carlisle : every evening .... .... .... .... 7 0
Newcastle-upon-Tyne : Lord Exmouth, every aft. 1 0 
Glasgow and Edinburgh : North Briton, every aft. 4 15 
Port Patrick : Royal Mail, every evening.... .... 715
Carlisle, Kendal, Shap and Penrith : every mng..... 6 30

Do. do. do. every evg. .... 7 0
London : Champion, every morning .... .... 10 0

Do. The Rocket, every afternoon .... .... 2 45
Birmingham, Oxford, Worcester, Gloucester, Bath,

Bristol, etc. : every afternoon 
Dumfries, Sanquhar, Kilmarnock: Sunday, 

Tuesday and Thursday....
Whitehaven, Keswick, Cockermouth and Mary- 

port : every morning .... .... .... .... 6 30
Ulverston (by land) : every morning .... .... 6 45

(This conveyance by the New road removes 
objectionable and dangerous, etc., crossing

the Sands.)
Kendal: morning, afternoon and evening 
Lancaster : 4 a day 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne : 4 a day ....
Blackburn, Chorley, Bury, etc. : every morning .... 1 0
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Morpeth, Alnwick, Berwick, Dunbar and Hadding-
ton: every afternoon .... .... .... 1 0

Manchester: daily ....
Halifax : Mon., Wed., Thurs. and Sat. mornings.... 6 45

B. BRETHERTON & Co., SARACEN'S HEAD, DALE STREET.
Holyhead : Royal Mail, every afternoon .... 
London : Royal Mail, every evening

Do. Alexander, every morning
Do. Umpire .... .... .... .... p.m.
Do. Defiance, every evening 

Nottingham : Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday mgs. 
Birmingham : Bang up, morning

Do. Regulator, Tues., Thurs., and Sat.,
a.m.

Bath and Cheltenham : every morning and evg. 
Bristol and South Wales : morning and evening.... 
Manchester: Royal Mail, every day

Do.
day

3
7
8
1
7
7
6

7
6

Coaches to and from 14 times every

Chester and Shrewsbury : every morning....
Do. do. every evening 

Carlisle : Telegraph, every morning 
Edinburgh and Glasgow : North Britain, every aft. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne : Lord Exmouth, every day 
Preston and Lancaster : 3 times a day 
Leicester and Derby : every morning

Do. do. every evening

0
45

0
0
0
0
0

0
0

12 0

0
0

6 45
30
30

0
0




