ABSTRACTS OF DEEDS RELATING TO THE
SALE OF PEWS IN
ST. NICHOLAS’S CHURCH, LIVERPOOL.

By Henry Peet, M.A., F.S.A.

In January, 1912, when the parish offices,
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool, were being overhauled,
I found a number of deeds relating to the sale
of pews in the parish church, together with many
other ecclesiastical documents for which the Poor
Law authorities had no use, and which were
about to be discarded and probably burnt.
Many of these documents have already been
printed in the Appendix to the Vestry Books, and
the originals are now in the safe at St. Nicholas’s
Church. The conveyance deeds of the pews, of
which abstracts are here printed, are not only
interesting to the antiquary, but may be of great
use to the genealogist, as the references to
Liverpool families of the 17th and 18th century
are very numerous, and contain details of their
histories not to be found elsewhere.

I

Indenture made 2 June 1687 between the Worshipiull
Peter Bold, Esquire, Maior of Leverpoole, and the Aldermen
of the sd. Burrough on the one part and William Blundell
of Leverpoole, marriner, of the other part, Reciteth, That
whereas John by divine permission late Ld. Bishopp of
Chester by his grant bearing date 23 February 1681 hath
given licence and leave to the sd. maior and aldermen to
build a loft or gallerie on the south side of the Chappell
of Leverpoole to be seated and disposed of by the sd. maior
&c. as they should think most convenient ; Now witnesseth
that the sd. maior &c., in consideration of the great charges
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and expence which the said William Blundell hath laid
out in building of the said loft or gallerie and a seate therein,
Have given and granted unto the said William Blundell
his heirs and assignes All that seate by him erected on the
said gallerie, containing foure foote in breadth to the front
and in length southward seaven foote and sixe inches,
and in possession of the said William Blundell or his
assignes, adjoyning unto Mr. James Prescots seat on the
east side and to George Griffiths seat on the west side;
To have and to hold, etc., the said seat unto the said William
Blundell, etc.

Witnesses : Robt. Seacome, Rich. Windell, Edw.
Tarleton, James Barton, Thomas Sandiford.

II.

Sale of the moiety of two seats in the north east gallery
by the Mayor and Aldermen to Joseph Briggs, mercer, 8
July, 1696. Printed in full in Liverpool Vestry Books,
1., 488. The corresponding deed to Reynolds is recited in
No. V. below.

III.

Peregrine Gastrell, Esqre., official principal &c. to
Samuel Ld. Bishop of Chester: Whereas in a business of
Assignation and Confirmation of a certain seat or pew
situate in the East Gallery of the parochiall Chapel of
St. Nicholas in Liverpoole, containing in length three
yards and a half and in breadth one yard and ‘a half and
next adjoining to a seat or pew of William Webster,
Alderman, southwards, to a seat or pew of Mrs. Edward
Tarleton eastwards, and to a new gallery lately erected by
the Corporation northwards; which cause was lately
promoted by Bryan Blundell of Liverpoole, Alderman,
against all persons, &c. We did decree the said pew or
seat to him the said Bryan Blundell as by our Act of Court
on 26 Nov., 1730. We do now assign and confirm the said
seat or pew unto the said Brian Blundell, &c. Dated at
Chester, 11 December, 1730.

IV.

This Indenture made 29 August 1737 between Elizabeth
Evered widow, relict and sole executrix of the last will of
Joseph Briggs late of Liverpoole, mercer, deceased, her
former husband, and the Rev. Henry Briggs, D.D., Rector
of Holt in the county of Norfolk, clerk, and Grace his wife,
who is daughter and sole heir-at-law of the said Joseph
Briggs, of the one part and Benjamin Anyon of Liverpoole,
ship-wright of the other part: Whereas by a Deed or
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Grant dated 8 July 1696 [Deed II. above] made between
Thomas Johnson junior, esquire, then Mayor of Liverpoole
and the Aldermen, of the one part and the said Joseph
Briggs of the other part reciting a certain general grant
made by John, Lord Bishop of Chester, dated 23 February
1681 to the Mayor and Aldermen to build a gallery in the"
north-east end of the parochial chappell of Liverpoole to
be disposed of by the said Mayor and Aldermen as they
should think most convenient (which said gallery was built
and seated accordingly) and that the said Joseph Briggs
did at his own expense erect and build the moiety of the
seats herein granted ; They the said Mayor and Aldermen
by virtue of the aforesaid general Grant and for the
considerations before mentioned Did give and grant unto
the said Joseph Briggs and his assigns one moiety or half
of all that and those two several seats then erected and
to be erected by the said Joseph Briggs and one William
Reynolds since deceased on the loft or gallery adjoining
on the east side to the seat then in possession of Alderman
Thomas Tyrer or his assigns and now of Alderman George
Tyrer, and on the west side to the seat then in possession
of Hugh Langford and now of Henry Gamon, tallow
chandler, the front seat containing in length seven foot
and in breadth seven foot, the passage seat thereto con-
taining in length seven foot and in breadth three foot
one inch, To hold one moiety or half of the said two several
seats unto the said Joseph Briggs and his assigns for ever,
etc. And whereas the said Elizabeth Evered and the
said Henry Briggs and Grace his wife are now possessed
of the said moiety of the said two seats and have agreed
to sell the same to the said Benjamin Anyon for the sum
of Twenty one pounds. Now this Indenture witnesseth,
etc.
[Signed] ErizaBetH EVERED X her mark.
HENRY BRIGGS.
GRACE BRIGGS.
Witnesses : William Briggs, Eliz. Bridges.

V.

This Indenture made 13 October 1739 between Peter
Rainford the younger of Liverpoole, gardiner and Catherine
his wife, formerly called Catherine Reynolds, widow and
relict of Hugh Reynolds late of Liverpoole mariner
deceased, and administratrix of William Reynolds son
and heir of the said Hugh Reynolds, of the one part and
Benjamin Anyon of Liverpoole, shipwright, of the other
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part : Whereas by a certain deed or grant dated 8 July
1696 made between Thomas Johnson, junior, esquire then
Major of Liverpoole and the Aldermen of the said Burrough
of the one part and William Reynolds, then of Liverpoole,
mariner, of the other part reciting that whereas John, Lord
Bishop of Chester, had given licence dated 23 February
1681 to the said Mayor and Aldermen to build a loft or
gallary in the north east end of the chappell of Liverpoole
to be disposed of as they should think most convenient
(which said gallary was built accordingly) : They the said
Mayor and Aldermen by virtue of the aforesaid grant did
give and grant unto the aforesaid William Reynolds and
his assigns one moiety or half of all that and those two
seats erected by the said William Reynolds and Joseph
Briggs late of Liverpoole, mercer, deceased on the said
loft or gallary adjoining on the east side then in the
possession of Alderman Thomas Tyrer and now of Alderman
George Tyrer, and on the west side of the seat then in
possession of Hugh Langford and now or late in possession
of Henry Gamon, tallow chandler, the front seat containing
in length 7 ft. and in breadth 7 ft., the passage seat there
containing in length 7 ft. and in breadth 3 ft. 1in.: To
hold one moiety or half part of the said two severall seats
unto the said William Reynolds and his assigns forever ;
Whereas the said Peter Rainford and Catherine his wife
are possessed of a moiety of the said two seats and have
agreed to sell the same to the said Benjamin Anyon for
£21 now this indenture witnesseth etc.

[Signed] PETER RAINFORD,
KATHERINE RAINFORD.

Witnesses : Thomas Calley, J. Prior Clayton.
VI.

Indenture made 21 March 1746 between Sarah Worthing-
ton of Ormskirk, widow, Richard Barton of the same
place, Malster, and Elizabeth his wife. (which sd. Sarah
and Elizabeth are daughters of Elizabeth Livesey late of
Liverpool ‘but afterwards of Ormskirk, widow, deceased
and also together with Thomas Livesey her son executors
and devisees under her last Will) of the one part and William
Whalley of Liverpool, merchant, of the other part:
Whereas the sd. Elizabeth Livesey widow being possessed
of a certain seat or pew in the East Gallery of the Chappell
of Liverpool (comanally called the old church) heretofore
erected at the equal expense of Sir Thomas Johnson and
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Mr. Edmund Livesey deceased, being situate between the
pew or seat late of Mr. John Wareing deceased and the
pew late of John Lyon, marriner deceased, and Anne
Williamson widow did by her last Will in writing bearing
date on or about 18 December 1743 give and dispose of
the sd. seat or pew to her sd. son and daughters Thomas, -
Sarah and Elizabeth each a fourth part and to the children
of her son Edward another fourth part, as by the sd. in
part recited Will it doth more fully appear, And the sd.
William Whalley having come to an agreement with the
sd. Richard Barton for the purchase of his sd. wife’s sd.
fourth part and also with the sd. Sarah Worthington for
her fourth part at the rate of £10 10s. each share, Now this
Indenture witnesseth, &c.

[Signed] SaraH WORTHINGTON.

Ricp. BARTON.

Er1z. BARTON.
Witnesses : Thos. Radcliff, Staw. Gill.

VIL

This Indenture made 17th November 1756 between

Thomas Antrobus of Liverpoole, surgeon, and Katherine
his wife (which said Katherine is executrix of the last Will
of Isabell James late of Liverpoole, widow deceased, who
was the sole executrix of the last Will of Ann Williamson
late of Liverpoole widow deceased, formerly Ann Moon,
widow, and which said Katherine is surviving devisee in
the sd. last Will of the sd. Ann Williamson of the premises
hereinafter mentioned) of the one part and Thomas Ward
of Liverpoole, marriner, of the other part: Whereas the
sd. Thomas Antrobus and Katherine his wife are now
lawfully possessed unto a moiety or half of the seat or
pew hereinafter mentioned by virtue of a Grant made by
the mayor and bailiffs of the Bgh. and corpn. of Liverpoole
unto William Litherland late of Liverpoole, mercer, deceased
bearing date on or about 15 October 1683 and of severall
mesne grants or assignments derived under the sd. original
grant, whereby the sd. moiety became legally granted and
assigned over unto the sd. Ann Williamson decd. ; And they
the said Thomas Antrobus and Katherine his wife have
agreed to sell the sd. moiety unto the sd. Thomas Ward
for £40: Now this Indenture witnesseth . . . . agree to
sell the westardmost moiety or one half of all that seat
or pew in the gallery over the north chancell at the east
end of the church or parochiall chappell in Liverpoole,
on the east side of the seat there late belonging to Alderman
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Thomas Johnson and now to William Whaley, containing
ten foot in length and four foot six inches in breadth, and
all right, title, &c.
[Signed] THO. ANTROBUS.
CATHERINE ANTROBUS.
Witnesses : Edwd. Rimer, Robt. Richmond.

VIII.

This Indenture made 17 April 1759 between Nicholas
Christian of Ramsey in the Isle of Man, merchant, and
Catherine his wife of the one part and John Brownell of
Liverpoole, gentleman, of the other part. In consideration
of the sum of Thirty one pounds ten shillings to the said
Nicholas Christian paid by the said John Brownell they the
said Nicholas Christian and Catherine his wife have sold,
etc., to the said John Brownell all that seat or pew situate
in the west gallery in the chapel of St. Nicholas in Liver-
poole, eastwards adjoining to a seat formerly of one Mary
Gibson, westward to a seat of Jane Harper widow, north-
ward to the north wall and southward to the south isle
of the said gallery; in length eleven feet and in breadth
3 feet; and now in the possession of the said Nicholas
Christian "or undertenants; which was formerly granted
by Faculty dated 17 June 1727 to John Christian late of
James Street in Liverpoole deceased and by him devised
to the said Catherine Christian along with all his real estate
there, who hath levyed a fine of the said premises and
declared the uses to the said Nicholas Christian in fee and
all the estate, &c., of them the said Nicholas Christian
and Catherine his wife or either of them to the said seat ;
To have and to hold the said seat, &c., unto the use of
him the said John Brownell &c.

[Signed] NicHOLAS CHRISTIAN.
CATHERINE CHRISTIAN.
Witnesses : Thomas Callow, G. W. Procter.

IX.

Samuel Peploe, official Principal &c. of Edmund, Lord
Bishop of Chester : Whereas in a certain cause of confirming
a certain seat or pew situate in the West Gallery of the
Chapel of St. Nicholas in Liverpoole adjoining eastward
to a seat heretofore of Mary Gibson and now of Edward
Dean, westward to a seat heretofore of jane Harper, widow
and now of Richard Harper, northward to the north wall
and southward to the south isle or alley of the said gallery,
containing in length eleven feet and in breadth three feet,
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Promoted by John Brownell, gentleman a parishioner and
inhabitant of the said parish against all manner of persons
in general &c., and Lawrence Brannigan for his interest
specially intervening, the Revd. Abel Ward, clerk, M.A.,
our lawful surrogate, did decree the said seat or pew to be
continued to him for the purpose hereafter mentioned as by -
the Act of Court made on Thursday 12 July 1759. We
therefore confirm the said seat to the said John Brownell
and his family so long only as they continue parishioners
and inhabitants of the said parish. Dated at Chester
31 July 1759.
HucH SPEED, Dep. Reg.

Thos. Store, proctor.

X.

Indenture made 1st June 1767 between Richard Golightly,
shipwright and Thomas Golightly, wine merchant ; All that
pew situated on the north side of the middle gallery at the
east end of the Parochial Chapel of Our Lady and St.
Nicholas and at the top higher end or most eastwardly
part of the same and next to the wall at the top higher
end or most eastwardly part of the north side of the middle
gallery, containing in breadth from east to west five feet
(the window there excluded) or thereabouts, and in length
or depth from north to south eight feet five inches and now
occupied by Mr. Golightly or by Mrs. Cobham of Liverpool,
widow, as his undertenant, &c. In consideration of the
sum of sixty pounds, &c.

[Signed] RICHARD GOLIGHTLY.
TroMAS GOLIGHTLY.
Witnesses : Wm. Pickance, Jno. Lawson.

XI.

Sale of a Pew by Dr. Charles Morton to Mrs. Susannah
Metcalf, 1 February 1773. Printed in full in our
Transactions, 1xxi, 44.

XII.

This Indenture made 13th July, 1773, between Jonathan
Ward of Liverpool, bricklayer, and Mary his wife of the
first part, Jane Ball widow of Liverpool of the second part,
and Charles Ward of Liverpool, gentleman, son of the said
Jonathan Ward and Mary his wife and nephew of the said
Jane Ball, of the third part: Whereas the said Jonathan
Ward in right of his wife and the said Jane Ball are now
seized to the seat or pew hereinafter described for the
joint lives of them the said Mary Ward and Jane Ball and
after the death of the shortest liver the survivor of them
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will be absolutely entitled to the inheritance thereof in
fee; and being unwilling to let the said pew go out of
their family but being desirous that the same shall continue
therein, have agreed to convey the same to the said Charles
Ward ; Now in consideration of the natural love etc. and
also in consideration of the sum of 5s. apiece to them paid
by the said Charles Ward they the said Jonathan Ward
and Mary his wife and Jane Ball have sold and transferred
by these presents all that seat or pew situate in the north
gallery of the Chapel of St. Nicholas and Our Lady the
Blessed Virgin Mary, being one of the front seats of the
said gallery, bounded on the east end by the pew of Mr.
Farrington, on the west side by the pew of [blank] and at
the back by the aisle or passage leading along the said
north gallery ; which pew is now in the possession of them
the said Jonathan Ward and Jane Ball etc.

[Signed] JoNATHAN WARD his mark.
MARY WARD.
JANE BALL.
Witnesses : John Oddie, Thos. Rideing, Thos. Bailey.

XIITa.

This Indenture made 14th January 1782 between Charles
Ward of Doncaster, plasterer, only acting executor of the
last will of Charles Ward late of Liverpool, gentleman,
deceased, of the one part and William Edwards of Liverpool,
gentleman, of the other part: Whereas by .Indenture
bearing date 18th July 1773 made between Jonathan
Ward, then of Liverpool, bricklayer, and Mary his wife,
both since deceased, of the first part, Jane Ball, then of
Liverpool widow, also since deceased, of the second part
and Charles Ward deceased of the third part [recites the
transfer of the pew and its position as in Deed No. XII.]:
Whereas the said Charles Ward deceased by his last will
dated on or about 8 September 1778 bequeathed unto the
children of his son the said Charles Ward the party hereto
and of his cousin Mary Fogg of Liverpool his seat in the
north gallery of St. Nicholas Church amongst them all
share and share alike to take as joint tenants and of his
said will the said Charles Ward nominated his said son
Charles Ward the party and his wife Alice Ward his sole
executor and executrix; and whereas the said Charles
Ward departed this life after the making of his said will
without altering the same And he the said Charles Ward
the party hath alone proved the said will in the Consistory
Court at Chester And whereas the children of the said
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Mary Fogg departed this life before the death of him the
said Charles Ward the testator, whereby the estate and
interest of the said children of the said Mary Fogg in the
said pew became lapsed and the same vested only in the
children of the said Charles Ward ; And whereas the said
Charles Ward the party as the father of his children these,
devisees under the said will hath come to an agreement
with the said William Edwards of Liverpool for the sale
to him of the said pew for the sum of £60 : Now this Inden-
ture witnesseth etc. that in consideration of the sum of
£60 paid by the said William Edwards to him the said
Charles Ward to be by him the said Charles Ward applied
for the use of all his children (the pew is now in the actual ‘
holding or possession of Mr. William Naylor as undertenant) ; \
And lastly the said Charles Ward hereby appoints in his
place and stead Thomas Rideing and Henry Penington,
both of Liverpool, gentlemen, his true and lawful
attorneys, etc.
[Signed] CHARLES WARD.
Witness : Thomas Rideing, Hy. Penington.

XIIIb.
Bond of Indemnity, dated 14 Jan. 1782, Charles Ward
to William Edwardes, bound in the sum of £120 against
claim any of the children of Charles Ward may make on

his Pew.
XIIIec.

Deed appointing and authorizing power of attorney
(dated 14 Jan. 1782) appointing William Lyon, Joseph
Lyon, John Manley, Henry Townley Ward, Richard
Shaw and Thomas Hutton Attornies of his Majesty’s Court
of King’s Bench, jointly and severally or to any other
Attorney of the same court to appear for him (Charles
Ward of Doncaster plaisterer) in an action for debt at the
Suit of William Edwards of Liverpool.

XIV.

Sale of a Pew by Mrs. Susannah Metcalf to Nicholas
Crook and Ellis Lorimer, Churchwardens of the Parish of
Liverpool, 15 August 1798. Printed in full in Vestry
Books, ii., 489.

XV.
WiLL oF JoHN CHRISTIAN, 1739.
John Christian of Liverpoole gent. I give unto my niece
Catharine Corlett, the eldest daughter of my sister Catharine
wife of Patrick Corlett of the Isle of Man, my copyhold

(LA e
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messuages lands and tenements situate in West Derby in
or near Clubmoor and Pilch Lane her heirs and assigns
for ever. I give unto Catharine Corlett the eldest daughter
of my said sister all my messuages etc. in Liverpoole during
my estate therein (the interest of my wife during her life
to be allowed her) ; subject nevertheless and I do hereby
charge the several messuages etc. in West Derby and
Liverpoole (except that my estate of Clubmoor afore-
mentioned) with the payment of the clear sum of £10
yearly to be paid unto my said sister Catharine Corlett
during her life and also with the payment of £10 unto
Bryan Blundell gent. for the use of the poor children in
the charity school in Liverpoole and also with the payment
of £10 to Elizabeth wife of Robert Edwards of Liverpoole
I also give unto my niece Ann Corlett the second daughter
of my said sister Catharine Corlett and her heirs all my
copyhold messuage etc. in Thomas Lane in West Derby
I further give unto the said Ann all my houses and gardens
situate in Douglas in the Isle of Man, paying 40s. yearly
unto Margaret my half-sister during her life and the sum
of £40 at the death of the said Margaret to her eldest son
provided he lived to the age of 21 years otherwise no pay-
ment of the said sum to be made. Also I give to my niece
Margaret Corlett, third daughter of my said sister Catharine
Corlett, and her heirs all my messuage &c. in Little
Woolton. I also give unto my dear and loving wife all
the wrought plate of which she was possessed before her
marriage to me, together with my best feather bed and
also two standing beds which belonged to her before our
marriage. And the remainder of my real and personal
estate after payment of my debts, legacies and funeral
expenses, I give unto my said niece Catharine Corlett.
The Rev. Anthony Halsall of Great Crosby, clerk, and the
said Patrick Corlett of the Isle of Man to be executors ;
he gives them £5 a piece. Directs that his nieces shall not
marry without the consent and approbation of his
executors.

Dated 6 January 1738-9. Proved at Chester 24 February,
1738-9.

Notes on back of the Will : Cath. baptized 27 Oct. 1728.
Ann, baptized 21 February 1729-30. Margt. baptized 16
February 1731-2. Ann married 1749 to Joseph Richmond
of Liverpool. Margt. unmarried.




