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""FHE word " post " in connection with travel 
* will, ere long, be relegated to the dictionary 

of archaic words. We associate the word with 
the delivery of letters, but for many centuries, 
not only in this country but in others, it indicated 
a system of relays of messengers in order to 
secure speedy news. We still hear the command 
" Travel post haste." Here in England it origin 
ated in the necessities of the State in time of 
war. It was Edward III. who, when fighting the 
Scots, arranged for men to travel post with 
dispatches and parcels between London and the 
army. Relays of horses were kept at stations 
for the sole use of the messengers. The King's 
Messenger was a privileged person, for he could 
travel by any route, highway or byway, through 
a field of corn if necessary. He could also demand 
assistance from others to expedite his journey.

Coming down to Tudor days we find that a 
running post was in vogue, and men ran between 
Edinburgh and London. In Charles I.'s reign a 
Post Master, Thos. Witherings, was appointed to 
reform the inland post as far as it had to do with
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the carrying of letters. He arranged trunk lines 
of posts to the chief towns of the country, and 
the posts were to travel day and night so as to 
cover 120 miles every 24 hours.

In the 18th century a special messenger riding 
fast was required to blow a horn frequently to 
warn others on the highway to keep to the side. 
In a book of jests of 1706 it is alluded to, the 
story being as follows :

One night a drunken fellow jostled against a post, but 
he, thinking that somebody had jostled him, fell a-beating 
the post until his fingers were broken : says one to him, 
" Fie, why do you fight with a post ? " and the answer was 
" Is it a post ? Why did he not blow his horn, then ? "

For our purpose " travelling post " means 
journeying by means of hired horses obtained at 
post houses on a line of route. To travel fast is 
the object, and it may be on the saddle or in a 
chaise. Like all other travellers on the king's 
highway who desired to travel with swiftness, he 
who journeyed post was looked upon with dis 
favour. Slow travelling vehicles, waggons, carts, 
etc., had to give way, and drivers have ever been 
free with tongue, sometimes with whip and 
fists, to maintain their supposed rights. The 
horseman was a most free from taxation, but the 
post-chaise early began its career of harassing 
taxes and restrictions.

In 1779 posting was in the height of its career. 
Men were thinking and talking business ; time 
meant money, and speeding up had begun, not 
only in the factories, but on the roads. To travel 
with ease and swiftness is to us a blessing the 
value of which we do not realise, and about which 
we seldom think. The merchants of Liverpool, 
and the manufacturers of Manchester, Preston, 
and East Lancashire were concerned about traffic 
in goods, but every class was interested in personal
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travel. Riding on horseback, on slow waggon, or 
quicker stage coach was usual, but the post 
chaise, quicker still, had to come. The authorities 
appeared to help travellers with one hand, but 
they certainly hindered with the other. For 
example, we have the turnpike. The word tells 
of the gate across the road, the collecting of tolls, 
and the unfortunate position of him who travels 
without the necessary coin or pass.

The post chaise being a light vehicle (originally 
on two wheels), required a good surface on which 
to run, wide roads so that slower traffic could be 
passed, and few or no sharp turnings. As an 
example of how some attempt was made to help 
quick travellers, we have local Acts of Parliament 
for the repairing, widening and improving of the 
roads, in the time of George II. and III. Narrow 
country lanes were made into main roads, 
especially between Liverpool and Warrington, 
and between Liverpool and Preston. Bridges 
were widened, while at the same time the fords 
through the streams were kept open as reserves. 
Meandering roads were cut out, and straight ones 
substituted, sometimes at considerable cost to 
the trustees, as at Prescot (under Act Geo. III., 
42, cap. 82), when two cottages and a barn 
belonging to John Atherton were taken down for 
the purpose of the site being used in the new 
highway.

The rules and regulations of the Acts of Parlia 
ment had good points. Impediments or obstruc 
tions were not to be allowed, no vehicle left stand 
ing, no slaughtering of cattle or hewing of timber 
was to be permitted on the turnpike causeway. 
Persons deviating from the left side of the road, 
excepting when passing, were subject to a penalty 
of £5, while drivers travelling in a covered cart 
which prevented them seeing behind were liable
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to a fine of 40s. To prevent the custom of 
several horses and carts being on the road in 
charge of one driver, extra tolls of 2s. each horse 
and cart, if in excess of four, were to be imposed 
between Liverpool and Warrington by the local 
trustees.

The State looked after posting regulated and 
taxed it in a very thorough manner. In 1779, 
William Pole was the official at Liverpool whose 
duty it was to look after post masters and post 
travellers, and his regulations, as printed by 
John Sibbold, of Castle Street, give an indication 
of the disabilities under which the business was 
carried on. To start with, the post master had 
to take out a licence for his horses and one for 
each chaise, of 5s. each, renewable annually, and 
on taking out his licence he had to give security 
by bond of £50. In front of his house he had to 
exhibit in large type the words " Licensed to let 
post horses " ; he had to give receipts for all 
money received ; he had to send in to the Stamp 
Office a weekly account of all business done ; he 
had to pay |d. per mile for all journeys taken by 
each horse ; he had to pay in to Mr. Pole " money 
due " on the first Monday in the month, or pay 
a penalty of £10 ; and he had to paint on each 
post chaise his Christian name, surname, and 
address.

As might be expected, attempts were made to 
evade the law. One case might be quoted as an 
example. A man was charged with passing 
through Walton toll bar on horseback and falsely 
alleging the horse to be his own. It was proved 
to be a hired horse, and under the Post Horse 
Duty Act he was fined £2 10s. and costs.

Post travelling was a luxury ; few travelled 
with less than two horses. The cost to the 
traveller for a pair of horses and a chaise was
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Is. 6d. a mile. Going from Liverpool to Warrington, 
fourteen miles away, cost 21s., which had to be 
paid before starting. Other items, such as 6d. to 
the ostler, 3d. a mile to the post boy, and toll 
bar charges, made the rate per mile average 
nearly 2s. to travel with a chaise and pair. The 
post duty was collected thus : at each stage the 
inn-keeper post master made out the ticket or 
receipt. These were supplied by .the Government 
and bore the royal arms, blank spaces being left 
for the date, where from, where to, number of 
miles, and name of driver. After the blanks had 
been filled in the ticket was given to the post boy, 
who had to show it at each turnpike gate.

Travelling post, as we can easily imagine, was 
for the wealthy only, and the deference which 
money demands and obtains was given to those 
of the post chaise and the carriage or, as it was 
called, the " chariot " of the aristocrat. On the 
main roads there were exclusive inns which catered 
only for such, and the inn-keeper looked down 
with haughty disdain upon the stage coach 
traveller. The ordinary wayfarer of to-day, be 
he cyclist or pedestrian, occasionally finds 
descendants of these. The palmy days of posting 
were those of Pickwick, and the stories of post 
travelling on the Great North Road are interesting 
reading. Posting was cheaper in Lancashire than 
in other parts of the country, and our inn-keepers 
were more democratic.

After leaving Liverpool for a journey to Man 
chester or London in 1789 taking a typical year  
the first posting house was at Old Swan. The inn 
was a long, low-built, wayside hostelry, the sand 
stone rock on which it was built being visible. 
There was a mounting stone in front, and at the 
rear a large yard with accommodation for horses 
and vehicles. It was at the junction of the
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turnpike road which went via the Broad Green 
and Huyton to Warrington, and the old road to 
Prescot and Knowsley.

As a posting inn we can learn more of its history 
from the year 1830. At that date post-master 
Glitherow catered for all classes. Travellers by 
stage coach and post chaise, the coal waggoners 
from Wigan and Hindley, the earthenware carters 
from Prescot and Whiston, and the farmers were 
all welcome. He brewed good ale and kept a 
generous table. He had local-made earthenware 
with the name " Glitherow " stamped on it, and 
jugs and mugs so stamped are still to be met in 
collections of Liverpool pottery.

Glitherow was what would be called a sub 
stantial man. He rented a large field, called 
Swan Hay field, with a quarry in it. This faced 
the inn and was on the opposite side of what was 
then designated Edge Lane, now St. Oswald 
Street, in Old Swan. As a boy I delighted to 
listen to stories of those days ; of the stir when 
Lord Derby drove past with his six horses with 
outriders ; of highway robberies, etc. These were 
of common occurrence. The newspapers record 
the items.

In 1828 the householders of Low Hill engaged 
a special watch, or policeman, to look after the 
locality, it being his duty to arrest highwaymen 
and burglars. From a study of the Liverpool 
Mercury of the early 19th century, it would 
appear that the stage coaches were but seldom 
attacked, one case only being recorded ; travellers 
on horseback or in post chaise, etc., came in for 
their attention mostly. Some of the cases are 
interesting. In July, 1830, a man returning 
from Manchester on horseback, when near Gilead 
House, Prescot Road, was attacked by about



24 Travelling Post.

a dozen men. He was pulled from his horse, 
bound and blindfolded, then robbed of £41 and 
other property. All his assailants escaped.

In September of the same year there was a 
highway robbery near Old Swan, when three men 
were arrested. Again in the same year an attempt 
at highway robbery was made on Prescot Road, 
near Mr. Falkner's (Fairfield Hall). A gentleman 
was driving a gig (two wheels). Two assailants 
attacked, one seizing the horse's head and the 
other springing into the conveyance. On being 
resisted, one highwayman shot at the driver, but 
the shot went through his hat. Some workmen, 
hearing the shot, ran towards the scene, and the 
men decamped.

Stonehouse gives some particulars of highway 
robberies near Liverpool. He mentions a family 
named Moore. The father kept the Bull Inn on 
Warbreck Moor, and he had two sons, both 
blacksmiths. All three, after they had committed 
several robberies, were caught, tried, convicted 
and transported for life. Another family named 
Mulvery, of Marybone, were well-known highway 
men, but all were eventually caught and trans 
ported. One can understand how it came about 
that the traveller of a century ago frequently 
made his will before undertaking a journey.

The main routes out of Liverpool for those 
travelling post were to Preston via Ormskirk, and 
to Warrington via Prescot. The latter in its day 
was a posting town, busy with traffic of coaches, 
chaises and conveyances of every description 
passing west and east, and a large number of 
inns sprang up with extensive stabling accommo 
dation to deal with them. As far back as 1757 
the Governors of the Grammar School, according 
to the minute book, decided to erect a new school- 
house, " Because the present school is dangerously
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situated, because of its proximity to the public 
road, and the many wheeled carriages passing 
thereon." The inference is that there were 
reckless drivers and swift travelling on the roads" 
then, as now.

Ormskirk also was an important centre of 
traffic, and had numerous large posting houses, 
etc. The most notable was at the corner of 
Burscough Street and Church Street, and the 
post horses were kept in stables adjoining the 
premises of the Ormskirk Advertiser. There is a 
record of post travellers at Ormskirk in 1757, and 
they were the pioneers of great numbers in after 
years, for the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston 
Railway line was not opened until 1849.

We gather from a narrative of the year 1800, 
told in the Courts of Justice, an indication of 
the common use made of post chaises. A Liver 
pool merchant named Wainwright had dealings 
with an earthenware manufacturer of Burslem, 
in Staffordshire, named Theophilus Smith. They 
were friends, and on the failure of Smith it was 
arranged that when the meeting of creditors took 
place Mr. Wainwright should accompany his 
friend to the meeting, which was to be held at 
Tunstall. On an afternoon in June they engaged 
a chaise and pair at Dale Street, Liverpool, and 
started off. Outside Tunstall, Smith suddenly 
attacked his friend, shooting and stabbing him. 
The story is too long to tell in full, and I intro 
duce it only as an example of how a Liverpool 
merchant, wishing to travel express, would use 
a private chaise, and not the coach. A merchant 
would sometimes take a post chaise and catch 
up a coach proceeding to a distance. The enter 
prise of some of our commercial men was shown 
in their efforts to obtain the London papers as 
soon as possible. A party of them arranged by
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a system of posting, either by light chaise or 
horseback, to get them first, and before the usual 
supply by coach came to the rooms of the under 
writers and the Lyceum. It was done, although 
the papers left London four hours after the 
coaches.

For private convenience the chaise had advan 
tages and disadvantages. There is to be seen 
a picture of the snowstorm of 1836. It shows the 
country covered with its white garment, and its 
interest lies in the Liverpool stage coach in the 
drift, men and horses struggling to get out. A 
few yards away, also stuck, is a chaise, out of 
the window of which a lady's head appears, and 
she is evidently in distress. Her post boy has 
gone to seek fresh horses to help to extricate 
her. Excepting that there was no back seat on 
the outside, the chaise looked like a miniature 
coach.

At the end of the 18th century coaching inns 
were usually post houses in Liverpool, but most 
of the inns kept at least one chaise and had 
arrangements for posting. It was an advantage, 
however, to go to places like the Talbot, Golden 
Lion, and Fleece Inns, where they had many 
horses always ready, with post boys who could 
get ready and be off in three minutes.

Post travelling, as all know, passed with the 
advent of the railway. The Act of Parliament 
dealing with the business was repealed by Sir 
Stafford Northcote.


