
THE CHANTRY OF ST. JOHN 
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By the Rev. C. A. Newdigate, S.J. 

Read nth November 1915

THE history of the English chantries has still 
to be written. Meanwhile it is for local 

historical societies to prepare the way for the future 
historian by collecting and sifting materials in the 
case of individual chantries; and this is what I 
have in the following paper attempted to do for 
the little known Lancashire chantry of Bailey.

As regards the history of the chantry, as 
distinguished from the chapel to which it was 
attached, the documentary evidence will be found 
fairly complete. That, of course, ends in 1548. 
There is, however, in the history of Bailey chapel 
a second chapter, embracing the two or three 
centuries after the dissolution ; a chapter which 
would, I believe, be full of interest to the Church 
historian of Lancashire were it preserved for us, but 
which is wrapt in impenetrable mystery. Of this 
I can only record such few facts as I have been 
able to glean.

During the last half-century the very remains 
of this old chapel have been almost forgotten. 
There is no indication of them in the large-scale 
ordnance map of 1912. They have also escaped 
the observation even of the careful compilers of
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The Chantry of St. John Baptist at Bailey 119

the Victoria County History; though the chantry 
is, of course, duly noticed. About the beginning of 
1915, I obtained permission to uncover the founda 
tions and investigate the site, and some account of 
the results will be found below. They have opened 
out one problem, at least, which is not without 
historical interest.

I was singularly fortunate, in this part of my 
work, in having had the co-operation of Mr. F. H. 
Cheetham, to whom we owe most of the archi 
tectural descriptions in the Victoria County History 
of Lancashire. He very kindly came over more 
than once to examine the excavations, and has 
prepared the careful survey and description which 
follows this paper.

It will be convenient if I here briefly indicate 
some of the principal sources referred to in the 
pages which follow:

1. Victoria County History of Lancashire. This indis 
pensable guide I have, of course, made use of at every 
turn. The history of Bailey is in vol. vii. pp. 16-19.

2. Raines, Lancashire Chantries (Chetham Soc., O.S., 
vols. 59, 60, published 1862). This was, I believe, the 
pioneer among Chantry Record publications, but a revision 
is badly needed. Canon Raines worked from an imperfect 
transcript of the Record Office originals, in which the 1546 
and 1548 certificates are hopelessly confused. The Bailey 
certificate of 1546, or rather what remains of it, is on pp. 
211-213,

3. Towneley MSS. The following sections include 
many deeds relating to Bailey: DD. 644-683 (Winkley 
evidences); GG. 872-935 (Ashe evidences); OO. 1191- 
1234 and 1430-1477 (Hayhurst evidences). For the loan 
of these, as well as for other kind assistance, I am indebted 
to Mr. W. Farrer of Hall Garth.

4. Register of Deeds, etc., of the Shireburn Family 
Estates. Prepared for Sir Nicholas Shireburn by Thomas 
Walmesley, 1715. This is the MS. frequently referred to 
in Victoria County History as the " Shireburn Abstract." 
It is a large folio volume of 203 pages. References will be
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given briefly thus: " Shir. Reg., 32. iii. 45," i.e. drawer 32, 
bundle iii., No. 45. For the loan of this valuable document 
I have to thank Miss Weld of Leagram. The evidences 
themselves are mostly in the possession of Mr. Weld of 
Lulworth.

5. I have also been helped by some MS. notes and 
transcripts, now at Stonyhurst, collected from the 
Dodsworth MSS. and other sources, by that most 
industrious antiquary, the late Mr. C. T. Boothman. Mr. 
William Brown of Sowerby has very kindly collated for me 
some of these transcripts with the originals in Archbishop 
Melton's Register, and has provided me with a copy of 
the chantry ordination.

I. ROBERT DE CLIDEROW

Bailey is an anomalous sort of place. Politically 
it is in Lancashire, in that part of the hundred of 
Blackburn which occupies the angle between 
Ribble and Hodder. Old deeds describe it some 
times as a " vill," sometimes as a hamlet of the vill 
of Aighton ; to-day it is a member of the composite 
township of Aighton, Bailey and Chaigley. Ecclesi 
astically it belongs to the old parish of Mitton in 
Craven; for which reason it continued in the 
diocese of York even after the rest of Lancashire 
had, in 1541, been assigned to the new diocese of 
Chester. It extends over some 1400 acres sloping 
southwards from Longridge Fell to the Ribble. 
Dean Brook (olim " Malmer-dene ") divides it from 
Aighton on the east, and Starling Brook (olim 
" Wyardeburne ") from the neighbouring township 
of Button on the west. Half-way between the two, 
on a tributary of Dean Brook, stands Bailey Hall, 
the old Manor-house, about two miles south-west 
of Stonyhurst College, which now represents the 
old manor of the Shireburns in Aighton. The 
nearest town is Clitheroe, some six miles to the 
east. Lying as it does well off the coalfield, Bailey 
has remained a purely agricultural district, uninvaded
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The Chantry of St. John Baptist at Bailey 121

even by the railways; and it is probable that, 
except for the great increase of pasture and 
meadow land, involving the total disappearance of 
the arable lands, the enclosure of Bailey Green, 1 
and the diversion of traffic from the old " high 
gate," by which one rode from the Green to mass 
at Mitton, wetting one's horse's hoofs at the crossing 
of the water of Malmerdene, to the broad, smooth 
road and viaduct which the great McAdam himself 
engineered and metalled in 1825, except for this, 
there would be little in Bailey of to-day that would 
astonish a resuscitated Bailey man of the fourteenth 
century.

At the beginning of the fourteenth century the 
important person in Bailey was the new lord of the 
manor, Robert de Cliderow. His predecessor, 
Walter de Bayley, had lately come into possession 
of the neighbouring manor of Stonyhurst, and had 
made that, instead of Bailey, the home of his family 
 soon to become the better known family of 
Shireburn. It was this Robert de Cliderow, clerk 
of the King's Court of Chancery and " parson " of 
Wigan, a man of some little prominence in his day, 
who founded the Bailey Chantry; and therefore he 
deserves more than a passing notice here. 2

Of Robert's parents, Jordan and Cecily, nothing 
is known. 3 He seems to have been nearly related 
to the Cliderows of Clitheroe* (where he himself 
had considerable property), and to the better known 
branch of the family who, for a century and a half,

1 The name only survives in a row of cottages which once marked 
its western extremity.

2 See his life by Henry Bradley in the Diet, of Nat. Biogr. ; also 
a fuller account in Canon Bridgeman's History of Wigan Church 
(Chetham Soc., N.S., vol. xv.), pp. 38-45.

3 A Jordan de Clideraou occurs as a witness to a charter of Henry 
de Lacy granting land in Haslingden to Adam Holden, 1272 (De Lacy 
Compotus; Chetham Soc., O.S., vol. cxii. p. 191).

4 One of them, Richard, son of Henry de Cliderow, received from 
him by an undated deed of about this time the grant of " the pasture 
in Bailey called Crowshaw" (Shir. Reg., 32. i. 3).
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held the manor of Salesbury till (c. 1430) it passed 
by marriage to the Talbots. Robert hiiftself first 
appears in the last decade of the thirteenth century. 
He is then (from about 1293) a tonsured clerk in 
the King's Chancery, not yet in sacred orders, and 
is gradually building up for himself a not incon 
siderable estate in Bailey and its neighbourhood. 1

The year 1296, when the Cistercian monks from 
Stanlaw came to Whalley, was an important one 
for all this part of Lancashire : and it is interesting 
to find the new lord of Bailey associated with the 
monks of the new Abbey almost from their first 
arrival. There is in the Whalley Coucher Book 2 
a charter of Christmas Day, 1298, which is of no 
little local interest. In it Robert Chirye of Bayleigh 
grants to the Abbey " pro salute animae meae et pro

1 Thus in 1295 Adam Walkandfot grants him lands in Bailey. 
Three years later the grant is confirmed, apparently, by Adam's son 
Adam. In 1296 Adam de Leigh grants lands and rents in Acton 
which were Richard Pleindamour's. In 1298 Alexander Pleindamour 
grants (or releases) lands in Bailey. In 1301 Philip, son of Master 
Henry de Clayton, grants a capital messuage and mill in Bailey. In 
the same year, John, son of Roger de Bolton, and Cecily his wife 
grant three messuages, 60 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, and 3^. 
rent in Bailey and Clitheroe, for which Robert paid ten pounds. In 
1302 William, son of Nicholas de Mitton, grants one messuage, 10 
acres and ij bovates of land, I acre meadow, and 6,d. rent in Acton, 
and for this Robert paid twenty pounds. About the same time, by 
charter undated, Edmund Talbot (of Bashall) grants all his lands in 
Bailey (Shir. Reg., 32. i. 5, 6, 7 ; ii. 3, 4 ; iii. 4 ; 22. i. 3, 4). For 
grants of land in Hayhurst (township of Dutton) see Towneley MSS. 
OO. 1193, 1206. Other additions were made later. At the close of 
his life, in the Lay Subsidy of 6 Edw. III., we find him assessed at 
the maximum tax of 6s. for his property in Clitheroe, and at 4.?. (the 
second highest in the township) for lands in Aighton, which here 
includes Bailey ; the other chief landowners in Aighton being Adam de 
Winkedeley (of Winkley), 4$. 4*?., John de Bailey (of Stonyhurst), 
35. 4d., and Richard, son of Gilbert, y. 4<f.

2 Chetham Soc., 1847-49, P- IO 59- The special interest of this 
charter lies in the fact that the exact places can be identified. There 
can be little doubt that " Mekehurst" is the field which, under the 
name of " Great Hurst," lies side by side with " Little Hurst" on the 
north side of Shire Lane, the old high road aforesaid ; and that Shire 
Lane itself has preserved to our day the name of good Robert Chirye. 
As for the quarry, which is still occasionally used, its position may ' 
be seen at the top of the map, p. 120.
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quodam garmamento," which the monks are to 
render to him or to his wife Hawys every Christmas 
to the end of their lives, the stone-quarry " within 
my land of Mekehurst in the territory of Aighton," 
together with the site for a house and right of way 
for man, beast and cart from the alta via. First 
among the witnesses to the deed comes " dominus 
Robertus de Cliderhou."

The year 1303 brought a great change in Robert 
de Cliderow's life. In August one of the richest 
ecclesiastical benefices in Lancashire the church 

* of Wigan fell vacant by the death of its "parson," 
Master Adam de Walton, and Robert was, on the 
presentation of John de Langton (himself a clerk, 
who afterwards became Lord Chancellor and Bishop 
of Chichester), instituted to the church of Wigan on 
Sunday, the morrow of St. Matthew's Day, 22nd 
September, I3O3. 1 Soon after this he was ordained 
priest.2 Seven years later he obtained his bishop's 
permission to be absent from his church for a year's 
study (November i3io).3 A strange life must have 
been that of the parish priest who was also a King's 
Clerk in Chancery : and one cannot but fear that 
his parishioners suffered. It was of priests such as 
Cliderow that Langland complained so bitterly two 
generations later, that instead of attending to their 
" paroschienes " they

Serven the kyng and his silver tellen
In cheker and in chancerye chalengen his dettes
Of wardes and wardmotes, weyves and streyves.

And Robert's civil duties were not confined to the 
ordinary work of the Chancery. In 1311 he was 
one of the itinerant justices for Kent, Surrey, and 
Sussex. 4 The following year he was summoned to

1 Bridgeman, p. 38, from Lichfield Diocesan Register, i. 96.
2 Lich. Dioc. Reg. i. 986.
3 Bridgeman, p. 797, from Lich. Reg.
4 Diet, of Nat. Biog.
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attend the Parliament at Lincoln as one of the 
sixteen clerks of council. 1 During the three years 
1314-16 he appears as King's escheator, sometimes 
south and sometimes north of Trent. 2 In 1316 he 
is one of six commissioners to make a new assess 
ment of the fifteenth due from the City of York. 3 
And so on. One is glad to record that he does not 
seem to have been guilty of that other mischievous 
abuse of his times, plurality of benefices. He was 
indeed, in September 1316, presented by the Abbot 
of Salley to the rectory of Gargrave,4 perhaps in 
recognition of the " many and immense benefits" 
received from him, which they remembered after 
his death, but in any case he cannot have held 
this benefice for more than a few months, as his 
successor was instituted in the April following.

Another charge has been made against Robert, 5 
that he was a "married" priest. I think, however, 
that he may be acquitted on this head. The 
adverse evidence is that, in a document to be 
referred to presently, a son of his, Adam de 
Cliderow, is stated to have taken part in the 
rebellion of 1321-22 as "a man-at-arms well 
mounted." But at the outbreak of this rebellion 
Robert, who, as we have seen, was only ordained 
towards the close of 1303, had not yet been a priest 
eighteen years. It is therefore more probable that 
Adam was born before his father's ordination; and 
a previous marriage, of course, would have been no 
canonical impediment to orders, if his wife were 
then dead or had entered religion.

It is not so easy to acquit the Wigan parspn of 
having taken a rather unpriestly part in the political

1 Parl. Writs, vol. ii. pt. 2, p. 73.
2 Bridgeman, p. 41, from Abbr. Rot. Orig. vol. i. p. 217.
3 Parl. Writs, vol. ii. pt. 2, app. p. 107.
4 Whitaker's Craven, 3rd ed. p. 231.
6 By Prof. Tait, V.C.H. ii. 31 : "He had an acknowledged (but of 

course illegitimate) son born after he was ordained priest."
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disturbances of his time. Indeed, he got himself 
into serious trouble on occasion of the rebellion just 
mentioned, that led by Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, 
against Edward II. and the Despensers. The 
rebellion, it will be remembered, was effectually 
crushed by the defeat of Earl Thomas at Borough- 
bridge (March 1322) and his execution soon after 
wards. When, at Michaelmas 1323, the inquisition 
was held coram rege at Wigan, Cliderow had to 
defend himself against the charge of " having sent 
to the earl at his own expense against the lord king 
two men-at-arms well mounted (cum bono equitatu}, 
to wit, Adam de Cliderow, his own son, and John, 
son of John de Knoll, and with them four sturdy 
and valiant footmen armed with swords, knives, bows 
and arrows " ; and further with having "on a certain 
feast day, when preaching in his church at Wigan 
before all the people, told them that as liegemen of 
the said earl they were bound to serve him in his 
enterprise against the king, swearing that the earl's 
cause was just and the king's unjust, and saying he 
was ready to absolve from all their sins such as 
wished to join the earl ; and encouraging men in 
every way he could to go against the king, so that 
many went who before had not wished to go." To 
which the parson pleaded not guilty. The first 
charge he denied ; to the second he pleaded that he 
had merely asked his parishioners " to pray for the 
king and the peace of the kingdom and for the earls 
and barons, and that God might so order and dispose 
between the parties that the peace and tranquillity of 
the realm might be preserved." The jury, however, 
found him guilty. He was committed to prison, 
released on bail for 1000 marks, and finally liberated 
on agreeing to pay a fine of

1 Parl. Writs, vol. ii. pt. 2, app. p. 240. Robert's manucaptors on 
this occasion were Simon de Altham (of Altham), Adam de Cliderow 
(of Salesbury), Richard, son of Henry de Cliderow (of Clitheroe), 
named above, Henry de Rishton (of Rishton), Roger de Aspden
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Later on, when Edward III. was king, Cliderow 
attempted to recover his ^"200. He now justified 
his support of the late king's enemies on the ground 
that he was bound in fealty to aid his feudal lord in 
his attempt " pur oster le venyme qui feust pres du 
Roi, par quel venyme le Roi feust mal conseille " ; 
nor did he deem it an offence to have asked prayers 
for the barons "que Dieu les dona grace cum pilers 
de la terre de meyntenir la couronne et la pees de 
la terre." He pleaded therefore for the remission 
of an unjust fine, to raise which he had been com 
pelled to sell his land. But it was too late : the 
court only replied that, as he had voluntarily agreed 
to the fine, nothing could now be done. 1

Two other incidents in his life must be mentioned, 
as serving to illustrate the times in which he lived. 
In 1307, in the early days of his priesthood, he was 
plaintiff in an action " de verberatione et vulnera- 
tione" against the brothers Ralph, William and 
Geoffrey Bradhull, who had violently assaulted him 
while in the king's service at Bailey, with intent to 
kill, and had left him for dead. He was awarded 
damages of ^2oo. 2

The other incident seems to have been of the 
nature of a family quarrel between Robert and his 
kinsman and neighbour, Sir Adam de Cliderow of 
Salesbury.3 The whole matter is obscure enough,

(probably of Church), and other gentlemen neighbours of his at 
Clitheroe or Wigan, thirteen in all. It is extremely unlikely that (as 
the Diet, of Nat. Biog, suggests) the Adam de C. here mentioned is 
the son of Robert mentioned above.

1 Rot. Parl. ii. p. 406, among pleas "of uncertain date," Edw. III. 
De Cliderow does, in fact, appear to have parted with some of his 
property about this time. See Lanes. Final Concords (Lanes, and 
Ches. Record Soc.), vol. ii. pp. 62, 64, 82.

2 Placita coram Rege, Trinity Term, 35 Edw. I. (Placit. Abbrev. 
p. 300). . . . "[Jurati] dicunt quod causa ipsum interficiendi ibidem 
venerunt, et pro mortuo ipsum reliquerunt. Ad damnum ipsius 
Roberti, cc ft." These words have been strangely mistranslated in 
Harland's Salley Abbey, p. 76; and his error is repeated in Sinclair's 
Hist, of Wigan, vol. i. p. 69.

3 Son of Hugh and Amabel de Cliderow.
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and we can do little more than refer to the record 
of the trial held at York in the summer of 1333. In 
the preceding year, it seems, on the Monday after 
Trinity Sunday, Adam, having forcibly invaded the 
manor of Bailey, had " taken, abducted and carried 
away " to his own manor of Salesbury whatever he 
could lay hands on of his kinsman's goods and 
chattels. A detailed inventory of the stolen goods 
is preserved, with each item carefully valued. 
Farm stock and farm implements, domestic utensils, 
drapery, stores (including a good supply of 
" ipomadon," " athis and prophilias," "isope" and 
other precious " resins "), and, which is more to our 
point, a number of articles evidently belonging to 
the chapel :

I psalter with gloss, worth 2os. ; I missal, 6os. ; I Legenda 
Sanctorum, 13^. ^d. ; I gradale ; i troperium, 15^.; i set of 
vestments entire, 40$. ; 2 towels for the altar, 6s. 8d. ; 
i censer, 2s. ; 2 " fieles " for wine and water, 6d. ; I corporal 
with silk covering, 40^. ; 2 torches, 2s. ; 2 Ibs. wax,

The whole list is of singular interest for the insight 
it affords of the contents of the home of a well-to-do 
fourteenth-century cleric, but it is too long to be 
reproduced here. 1

1 See Lancashire Inquests (Lanes, and Ches. Record Soc.), pt. ii. 
p. 167, from Placita coram Rege of 7 Edw. III. Other evidences of 
the family quarrel occur ibid. n. 162, and in Abbrev. Rot. Orig. vol. ii. 
p. 82. From the last source it appears that in this same year 1333 
Robert de Cliderow, clerk, recovered his seisin against Adam de C. and 
John, son of Hugh de Clayton, of 36 acres of land and other property 
in Clitheroe and Dinkley (Bridgeman, p. 45). Mr. H. Bradley (in Diet. 
Nat. Siog.} thinks that this statement refers to another Robert de C., 
frequently mentioned in contemporary deeds. But this other Robert 
was son and heir of Adam of Salesbury : he was not a cleric, but, 
having married Sibyl, daughter of Richard de Hodleston, in 1331, 
succeeded to the manor on his father's death a few years later. (See 
the pedigree in Whitaker's Whalley, ed. 1874, vol. ii. p. 376.) Sir 
Adam de C., who died c. 1337, was buried in the Stydd chapel, 
Ribchester, where a mutilated double incised slab bears the twofold 
inscription : " Hie jacet Dominus Ada de Cliderhow m[iles cujus ale] 
propicietur Deus. Amen. Hie jacet . . . Ade, cujus ale propicietur 
Deus." The wife's name is unfortunately illegible. Smith, Hist, of
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What was the final outcome of Robert's suit we 
do not know. Within a year all these things had 
ceased to interest him. He died on the Saturday 
next after the feast of St. Petronilla (4th June) 1334.* 
He was buried not in his church of Wigan, nor at 
Bailey, but at Salley Abbey, of which he had been 
a benefactor.2 His tomb may still be seen in the 
abbey church, before the altar steps of the northern 
most of the transept chapels; a flat stone slab set 
in a tesselated pavement. The brass effigy has, of 
course, long since disappeared, but its matrix shows 
the outline of a figure clothed in amice and chasuble 
and wearing the tonsure and long flowing hair 
familiar to us from fourteenth-century art. Round 
the margin runs the inscription in Lombardic 
capitals : 3

*SIRE ROBERT DE CLYDERHOW PERSONE DE WYGAN 
GIST YCY DIEV DE SA ALME EYT VERRAY MERCY.

Such was the man king's clerk, rebel (or ought we 
to say patriot ?) and parish priest who built up the 
family estate of the Bailey Cliderows, erected upon 
it the chapel of St. John the Baptist, and prepared 
the way for the foundation of the chantry, though 
he did not live to see it accomplished. Of the 
chapel and chantry we have said nothing so far: it

Ribchester, p. 136, gives it as Alicia. In V.C.H. vi. 254 his widow's 
name is Cecily. (See woodcut in Whitaker"s Richmondshire, vol. ii. 
p. 467. Also Cults, Sepulchral Slabs, pi. 44.) Adam's name and 
that of his brother Roger stand side by side with Robert's in the 
chantry foundation.

1 Lichf. Dioc. Reg.
2 A deed of the following year witnesses how Adam, abbot of Salley, 

" in consideration of the many and immense benefits done by Robert de 
Cliderow, late rector of Wigan, to their convent, grants special 
privileges and orders masses to be said for his soul and all the faithful 
departed. Salley, Thursday in the Feast of St. Jno. Apostle, 1335." 
(Shir. Reg. 12, n. 3.)

3 See an excellent drawing in Harland's History of Salley Abbey. 
This tomb, and the abbey ruins generally, are suffering sadly from 
neglect.
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seemed better to bring together all the evidence 
relating to them under a separate heading.

II. THE FOUNDATION

It is easy to realise how pressing must have been 
the need in many of the parishes of mediaeval Eng 
land especially in the very extensive parishes of 
the hilly parts of Lancashire and Yorkshire for the 
erection of chapels of ease to supplement in remote 
places the work of the parish churches. Whalley, 
then in the Lichfield - Coventry diocese, with its 
parish of 166 square miles, including four royal 
forests and measuring 16 miles from north to south 
and as many from east to west, was of course an 
extreme instance. The need was not less realised 
in the neighbouring diocese of York, as is evident 
from the licence to erect chapels which Archbishop 
Walter Gray obtained from Pope Gregory IX. in
I233- 1

The parish of Mitton is a case in point. To the 
north the villages of Waddington and Grindleton are 
distant 4 and 6 miles respectively from the church ; 
and their pre-Reformation chapels have long since 
become, or been superseded by, independent parish 
churches. The people of Bailey towards the west 
were in no less necessity. To get to mass involved 
a tramp or ride of 4 miles along bad roads, and the 
crossing of the river Hodder, a stream even now quite 
unfordable in rainy seasons and liable to floods suffi 
cient to carry away any but the strongest bridges. 
To provide for this necessity seems to have been the 
primary motive which influenced Robert de Cliderow 
to build and endow a chapel on his manor. 2 We

1 Abp. Gray's Register (Surtees Soc.), p. 167.
2 It is not certain that a chapel did not exist there before Robert's 

time. The expression in the chantry licence infra, "de novo con- 
structa," is ambiguous. Whitaker (Hist, of Craven, 3rd ed. p. 29)

K
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are fortunate in possessing a complete series of the 
essential documents connected with this foundation. 
As they have never before been brought together, 
it will be worth while here to cite the whole series 
in order, with only so much comment as may serve 
to make them clear.

The first thing to do was to get the approval of 
the rector of Mitton, Master Adam de Walton. 1 It 
is dated on the Sunday after the feast of St. Hilary 
(i5th Jan.), 1328-9, and must have been one of his 
last public acts, for he resigned in the course of 
that year, having been rector since September 1292.

I. Licence from Adam de Walton for two Chaplains at 
Bailey. To all to whom these present letters come, Adam 
de Walton, parson of the church of Mitton, greeting. 
Having in regard the distance of the vill of Bayley, which 
is within the bounds of my parish, from the aforesaid church, 
the difficulties of the journey, the violence of the river 
Hodder and the frequent destruction of the bridge across it,2 
with other obstacles which hinder my parishioners of 
Bayley alike on feast days and on weekdays from coming to 
my church, I grant by these presents, on behalf of me and 
my successors, to Sir (dominus) Robert de Cliderow, his 
heirs and assigns, permission to have two chaplains in his 
chapel of Blessed John Baptist, to celebrate divine service 
therein for ever. . . . 8

This document may be taken as fixing approxi 
mately the date of the building of the chapel, which 
seems to have been already erected and dedicated 
when the licence was granted.

It has often been asserted by writers from

says : " I find in the Towneley MSS. mention of the chapel of Bailey 
as early as the year 1222," but no one, I believe, has ever succeeded 
in verifying this very vague reference.

1 Brother and executor of Adam de Walton, rector of Wigan, 
already mentioned. Cf. Abp. John le Romeyrfs Register (Surtees Soc., 
vol. cxxiii.), p- 118.

2 Impetuositatem fluminis de Hoder elfreguentem fractionem pontis 
ibidem.

3 Archbishop Melton's Register, f. 176; in Dodsworth, vol. xxviii. 
p. 9lb ; and Piccope MSS. iv. p. 145.
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Whitaker onwards that Cliderow made over the new 
chapel, and with it his manor of Bailey, to the abbey 
of Cockersand. 1 The arrangement would seem 
reasonable enough, as the canons of Cockersand 
had for some years past held the advowson o,f the 
rectory ; later on the rectory itself was appropriated 
to them. There is no doubt that this was Robert's 
original intention. In 1330 he obtained the royal 
licence to alienate the manor to the monks in mort 
main. The proceedings follow the usual course. 
First, on 7th July 1330, the royal writ is issued from 
Woodstock to John de Bolingbroke, escheator be 
yond Trent, authorising him to hold the usual in 
quest ad quod damnum. The inquest was held at 
Garstang at Michaelmas following. Its finding is 
of sufficient interest to justify its full reproduction 
here. 2

i. Inquest ad quod damnum. Inquest held at Gayr- 
stang before John de Bolingbroke, escheator, 2Qth Septem 
ber, 1330, by oath of William Livesay [and eleven others] 
jurors. Who say that it would not be to the king's loss or 
prejudice if he give licence to Robert de Cliderow, clerk, to 
give and assign his manor of Bayleye with appurtenances to 
the abbot and convent of Cokirsand, to hold to them and their 
successors for finding two chaplains to celebrate divine ser 
vice daily in the chapel of St. John the Baptist within the 
manor aforesaid for ever, for the soul of the said Robert and 
the souls of his father, mother and ancestors, and all the 
faithful departed.

The manor is held of the prior of the Hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem in England by the service of i&d. yearly 
for all service, and the prior holds it in perpetual alms of 
Dame Isabella, queen of England, as of the honor of 
Clitheroe, and Dame Isabella holds of Henry, Earl of Lan 
caster, as of the honor of Lancaster, by knight's service. 
The manor is worth in all issues £6: 13 :4. There are no 
other mesne tenants.

1 See, e.g., Diet. Nat. Biog., Lanes. Chant, p. 211 n.
2 Lanes. Inquests, pt ii. n. 162, translated from original, 4 Edw. III. 

2nd nos., No. 106.
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There remain to the said Robert besides the gift and 
assignment aforesaid 10 librates of land and rent in Clitheroe, 
held of Dame Isabella as of the honor of Clitheroe by 
knight's service; which are sufficient to discharge all 
customs and services for the manor and other lands be 
longing to Robert.

Three weeks later, 2Oth October 1330, the royal 
assent was given:

3. Licence to alienate in Mortmain (i). Licence for the 
alienation in mortmain by Robert de C., king's clerk, to the 
abbot and convent of Cokersand, of the manor of Bayleye, to 
find two chaplains to celebrate divine service daily in the 
chapel of St. John the Baptist within the manor, for the 
souls of the said Robert, his father, mother and other 
ancestors. By fine of twenty marks.1

For some reason unknown the donation to Cocker- 
sand never took effect, and on the death of Robert, 
three years later, the manor passed with his other 
estates to his kinsman, Henry de Cliderow, son of 
Roger. 2

It was this Henry who finally carried out the in 
tentions of his predecessor by the endowment of 
the chantry in 1338.

It was necessary to obtain a new licence to 
alienate. This time there was no question of alienat 
ing the manor itself; the chantry endowment was to 
be from the Cliderow estates in the neighbouring 
townships of Button and Ribchester, and the two 
chaplains were reduced to one. The second mort 
main licence was granted to Henry de Cliderow, 
16th March 1338. The text is preserved in Melton's 
Register. Another copy exists among the Shire- 
burn evidences. 8

1 Patent Rolls, 4 Edw. 111., part ii. m. 36.
2 Shir. Reg., 32. ii. 10 : " Grant from Robt: de Cliderow, Clark, to 

Hen : Cliderow, his mannr : of Bayley. Tuesday next after Feast of 
the Holy Trinity. Test. Jno : de Bayley. 8 Edw. 3." (1334.)

3 Shir. Reg., 12. n. i. Robert's name seems to have been accident 
ally omitted by Melton's scribe.
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4. Licence to alienate in Mortmain (2). The King grants 
licence to Henry de Clyderowe to give two messuages, 40 
acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 2 acres of wood, and 6s. 
rent with appurtenances in Ribbelchastre and Button to a 
chaplain to celebrate daily in the chapel of St. John Baptist 
of Bayley newly (de novo) built by Robert de Cliderhou, 
late parson of the church of Wygan, for the souls [of the 
same Robert], of Henry himself (ipsius Henricf) and all the 
faithful departed. Witness myself, in the Tower of London, 
the 16th of March in the I2th year of our reign.

Acting upon this, Henry de Cliderow, six months 
later, enfeoffed the chantry lands to the future chantry 
priest. This document is important and will be 
quoted in the original Latin, again from the York 
Register. 1

5. Grant of the Chantry Lands. Henricus de Clyderhow 
dedit praemissa domino Willelmo de Preston capellano 
divina singulis diebus in capella sancti Johannis praedicta 
[celebraturo] pro animabus [.»<:] domini Robert! de Clyderhou 
nuper rectoris de Wygan, et pro animabus Jordani de C. et 
Ceciliae uxoris suae, patris et matris praedicti domini 
Roberti, dominorum Rogeri de C. et Adae fratris ejusdem, 
militum, Johannis de Bolton, Elenae uxoris suae, Elenae de 
Wykelesworth, Agnetis de Osbaldeston, et Henrici de 
Cliderou filii domini Rogeri supradicti cum ab hac luce 
migraverit. Testibus: Roberto de Cliderou, Thoma de 
Knoll, Thoma de Surrays, Adam de Winkedelay, Johanne 
de Bayeley, et aliis. Datum apud Bayeley, die dominica 
prox. post fest. S. Martini [13 Nov.] anno regni regis 
Edwardi tertii post conquestum xiimo.

It was a representative gathering that met in the 
hall at Bailey that November day in 1338. Robert 
de Cliderou was lord of Salesbury, son and successor 
to Henry's uncle, Adam; Thomas de Knoll was 
lord of Thornley manor in Chipping; Thomas le 
Surreys was the head of the Surreys or Sotherons 
of Little Mitton ; Adam de Winkedeley of Winkley 
and John de Bayley of Stonyhurst were the two chief 
landholders of Aighton. Besides these were present

1 See also Shir. Reg., 32. ii. 14.
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the two superior lords of whom the chantry lands 
were held in Ribchester and Dutton respectively : 
it was necessary for them to give consent to the 
transfer. William de Moton gave his consent in 
French :

Will'm de Moton de Ribbelchestre done conge a son 
tenant Henry de Cliderhowe a doner a sire William de 
Preston, chapeleyn, et ses success, touts les neez (?) terres 
quil de soy tient en Ribbelchastre. Dat. die et loco 
supradicto.

Henry de Clay ton used Latin :
Henricus de Clayton de Dutton confirmat terras quae 

de se tenentur (?) in Dutton. Dat. die et loco, etc.

Next, the archbishop registered the consent of 
the principal parties concerned. That of Henry de 
Cliderow is dated at Bailey, the feast of St. Nicholas, 
bishop [6th Dec.], 1338; and that of William de 
Preston, chaplain, at Bailey, a week later, on the 
feast of St. Lucy, virgin. After these comes the 
consent of the late rector, Adam de Walton, as 
already quoted, given at Mitton nine years before ; 
it does not seem to have been thought necessary to 
have a confirmation from his successor. Lastly, we 
have the archbishop's ordinances for the new founda 
tion, of which the following is a summary :

6. The Ordination of the Chantry. The patronage is to 
belong to Henry de C. and his heirs ; in their default to the 
abbot and convent of Salley. The chaplain to say matins, 
vespers and the other canonical hours daily. Also to say 
daily, except on greater double feasts, the commendation, 
placebo and dirge, unless reasonably prevented. To cele 
brate mass daily in the chantry chapel: on Sundays the 
mass of the day; on Saturdays mass of Our Lady; on 
doubles, omisso ordine praenotato, mass of the feast according 
as the solemnity of the day requires, yet always with special 
commemoration and prayer for the souls of the said Robert 
de Cliderhou, etc. On all other week-days to celebrate pro 
defunctis. The chaplain is to keep the chapel in repair. 
Should it be burned down or otherwise destroyed he is to
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celebrate in the nearest parish church where he can get per 
mission. If unable to celebrate through illness he is to 
provide a substitute.

The ordination is dated at the archbishop's palace 
at Cawood, on the Ides of May I339. 1

Two days later, i6th Kalends of June (i.e. iyth 
May), was registered the formal institution of the 
first chantry priest. 2

III. 1339-1546

For the next two hundred years history has little 
to record of Bailey or its chantry. A succession of 
Cliderows continued to hold the manor (though they 
did not usually reside there), and a succession of 
chantry priests, presented by them, lived there on 
their modest salary of £$ : IDS. a year, and said their 
daily mass and office in the chapel of St. John. 
The names of these priests, or most of them, are 
known to us. 8

1. William de Preston presented by Henry de C., I7th 
May 1339. He occurs again as "William Ayglad de 
Preston" in a local feoffment of 1348. (Towneley MSS. 
OO. 1216.)

2. " Robertus de Baylegh, capellanus," occurs in a Bailey 
feoffment of 1373 (ibid. OO. 1442). There is, however, no 
further evidence to connect him with the chantry.

3. Richard de Bradley (c. 1380-1421). He is mentioned 
as a chaplain in Mitton parish in 1380-81 (Clerical Subsidy 
Roll, 4 Rich. II.), and more definitely as chantry priest of 
Bailey in deeds of 1402 and 1408. (Grant of Richard de 
Bradley, chapl. of the chantry of Bailey, to John de 
Bayley and Rich, del Ash, lands in Bayley call'd Bradill

1 Melton's Register, f. 22id (3<56d). Dodsworth's transcript in his 
MSS., vol. xxviii., p. 97. See also Shir. Reg., 12, n. 2.

2 Whitaker's error in dating Preston's institution 1334 has been 
unfortunately copied in V.C.H. vii. 19.

3 I have not included in the list "Thomas, capellanus de Baylegh" 
who occurs in several feoffments of 1337-38, as this was before the 
foundation of the chantry. (See Towneley MSS. OO. 1430, 1433, 
1469; Shir. Reg., 41. i. 3.)
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Lands, I5th Jan. Indenture between Nicholas, son of 
Edmund Cliderow, and Wm. de Bradley about some part 
of the Chantry Land of Bayley granted from Jno. de 
Bayley and Rich, del Ash to Rich, de Bradley, chapl. of 
the said Chantry, 22nd Jan., 9 Hen. IV. Shir. Reg., 12, 
4, 5 ; 32. i. 18.)

4. William de Bradley (1421-68) was presented by 
Nicholas de Cliderow "of Alkley," 3rd Sept. 1421. On 
St. Wilfrid's day, I2th Oct. 1430, we find him negotiating 
an exchange with Robert, son of John de Hayhurst, of a 
part of the chantry lands lying in " le Falle in Hayhurst, 
hamlet villae de Dutton," for another part adjacent to the 
"gardinum messuagii cantariae de Bailey," whence it 
would seem that at this time the chantry priests resided on 
the Dutton side of Starling Brook. The arrangement is 
confirmed the same day by Nicholas, " patronus cantariae 
de Bailey," who gives his approval to whatever William 
has done " ad voluntatem (?) et supportationem dictae 
cantariae." (Towneley MSS. OO. 1221, 1223.) On the 
Sunday following, Robert de Hayhurst signs his ac 
knowledgment of a rent due to the chantry of \^d. a year 
out of his lands in Hayhurst. (Shir. Reg., 32. iii. 19.) It 
will be seen that in 1546 the Hayhursts still held part of 
the chantry lands and paid the same rent of \^d.

A few years later (8th Dec. 1436) we have what is 
described as a " settlement" of lands in Bailey by Robert 
de Cliderow, son of Nicholas, upon William de Bradley, 
chaplain, and John de Bradley his son: remainders to 
Richard de Hill, chaplain, and the same Robert de C. 
(Shir. Reg., 12. 9 and 10.) Another son of the chaplain, 
James de B., to whom he granted lands in Ribchester in 
1450, occurs in Shir. Reg., 39. i. 23. In May 1462 
William de Bradley granted permission to John de Bayley 
to make a mill dam on Dutton Lee. (Ibid. 12, 11.) This 
chaplain is doubtless the " William of Bradley, prest" to 
whom by her will in 1444 Agnes, widow of Richard Shire- 
burn of Stonyhurst, bequeathed " a pare of gete beds (jet 
beads) for to myn my saule and mynde me in his prayers." 
 (Test. Ebor. (Surtees Soc.), ii. p. 106.)

5. John Bradley (1468-...), son of the above William, 
was presented by Thomas, son of Robert de C., i6th May 
1468. A relic of him survives at Stonyhurst College: the 
parchment deed by which on 3ist May, 15 Edw. IV. 
(1475), ne> with Robert Boiste, chaplain (of Ribchester ?),
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enfeoffed Thomas Cliderhaw and Elizabeth his wife of 
the manor, etc., of Bailey " quae nuper habuimus de dono 
et concessione praefati Thomae." The document is of 
interest as marking the first alliance between Shireburns 
and Cliderows, this Elizabeth being the daughter of the 
first of the Stonyhurst Shireburns. It is witnessed by 
Robert Shireburn " de le Staneyhurst" (he was nephew to 
Elizabeth), Richard Towneley (of Towneley) and Henry 
Rysheton (of Rishton), esquires, James Riddyng and 
Robert de le Asshe. The seals of the two chaplains are 
still affixed, small seals in brown wax, well preserved, 
but so primitive in design that it is difficult to make 
anything of their devices.

William Barker is here inserted in Whitaker's list, on 
the strength, apparently, of a Bailey feoffment of July, 
14 Hen. VII. (1499 not 1498), where he is described as 
"chaplain." (Shir. Reg., 32. iii. 27, 28.) But it seems 
more likely that Barker's chaplaincy was at Goosnargh or 
one of the Kirkham chantries and not at Bailey. He 
occurs frequently in Kirkham deeds between 1495 and 
1505 (ibid. 43. iii. 3, etc.); in one of them (May 1497) as 
joint feoffor with Lawrence Townley, who is known to 
have been cantarist at Bailey a few years later, and 
probably was then. In the subsidy rolls for the arch 
deaconry of Richmond, Feb. 1524-25, William Barker 
occurs as chaplain in Kirkham, with a benefice valued at 
£3:6:8.

6. Lawrence Townley (\^.. .-\^\"}~). The earliest record I 
have found connecting him with Bailey is in the will of a 
Bailey man, " Parsivill" Hayhurst, dated 6th Mar. 1499- 
1500. He appoints "Sir Lawrence Townley "one of his 
executors. (He also among other bequests leaves " to a 
priest, icw." doubtless for masses and " towards the 
mending of the Chappell of Bayley, 55." which suggests 
that there may have been a restoration of the fabric about 
this time.) (Towneley MSS. OO. 1457.) Townley was 
chantry priest till 1517, when he resigned.

7. Robert Taylor (1517-48), the last of the Bailey 
chantry priests, was then presented to the benefice by 
Robert Cliderow " of Myssen," and instituted by Cardinal 
Wolsey, 16th June 1517. To him we shall return presently.

It will have been noticed that during all this 
time the Cliderows, as lords of the manor of Bailey,
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continued to exercise their right of presentation to 
the chantry. It is, however, important to observe, 
for a reason which will appear later, that with one 
solitary exception they were absentee landlords. 
Robert de Cliderow had owned, besides his Lanca 
shire estates, a large manor in the Midlands, that of 
Alkley in Nottinghamshire, acquired by grant of 
Sir Walter Tonks, Knt., together with all Sir 
Walter's goods and chattels there, in 1320.} Robert 
himself seems, sometimes at least, to have lived at 
Bailey. The incident of the raid by his neighbour 
and kinsman Adam in 1323, shows that he kept his 
farmyard and larder stocked there ; and he occurs 
from time to time among the witnesses to local 
deeds. Not so his successors. They, unlike the 
Salesbury Cliderows and Talbots, the Buttons and 
Towneleys of Dutton, the Shireburns of Stonyhurst 
and other neighbouring armigeri, seldom or never 
appear in the many records preserved for us from 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. And there 
is positive evidence too that they resided at Alkley 
and not Bailey. From 1341 onwards, they are 
frequently described as "Cliderow of Alkley," but 
never, I think, "of Bailey." We know, too, that 
Bailey was often leased or used as a dower-house. 2

The exception referred to is that of Thomas 
Cliderow, who was the head of the family from 
about 1467 to 1506. It was he who in 1468 
presented John Bradley to the Bailey chantry, and 
to whom, with his wife Elizabeth Shireburn, was

1 Shir. Reg., 31. i. 12-16.
2 In 1407 Nicholas de C. leased the hall for seven years to Mabel, 

widow of John de Bayley, and John, her son, at the low rent of 4^. a 
year. A deed now at Stonyhurst testifies to an eight-year lease to 
Richard Shireburn, junior, (son and heir of the first Richard Shireburn 
of Stonyhurst, and great-grandson to the above Mabel), granted by 
the same "Nicholas de Clederaw de Alkley" from Martinmas 1431, 
at 4&s. rent. Previously, we are told, it had been in the tenure of one 
Edmund Dicconson. Seventeen years later Nicholas's son Robert 
again leased to Richard Crumbleholme for twenty years at 6 marks a 
year. (1448.) Ibid. 32. iii. 16 ; ii. 35, 38.
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made in 1475 the feoffment of the Bailey manor. 
From about this time he seems to have lived mostly 
at Bailey ; he also acquired several other estates 
in the neighbourhood. 1 By 1487 his first wife 
was apparently dead, and we have a feoffment 
to Thomas and Ellen his wife, of property 
in Goosnargh, Whittingham, Comberhalgh, and 
Preston. A further feoffment to the same a few 
years later includes Thomas's lands in Bailey. 
Soon after, there is a covenant of marriage between 
his daughter Ann and William, son of John 
Singleton, of Chingle Hall, Whittingham. 2 In 
1499 he enfeoffs some lands in Bailey to William 
Barker, chaplain, "for payment of debts," 3 and in 
ist Sept. 1505 he makes a feoffment of a " messuage 
in Bailey and all his lands and rents in Whittingham, 
Cumberhalgh, and Preston," to Ralph Welshman 
and Will. Barker, chaplains. 4 In these latter 
transactions he seems always to be known as» 
Cliderow of Bayley or Aighton, no longer of Alkley. 

Thomas's will, dated from Bailey in 1506, is 
quoted by Whitaker 5 from the Towneley MSS. 
He bequeaths

" his sowle to Almighty God, our ladye Sainte Marie & all 
the holie companie of heaven; his bodye to be buryed in 
the parisshe church of All Hallows of Mytton ; his best 
beste for a mortuarie & a cowe to Richard Denbye, 
priest thereof, to say a trentall of masses for my sowle. 
Also my will is to have a durge at my plase & to have 
12 priests to say masse for my sowle on the day that I 
shall be buryed. Item I give unto the windowe in the 
lofte in Mytton church two pence."

Note that, while the dirge is to be sung at 
Bailey, the burial is to be at the parish church.

1 See Shir. Reg., 43 (Goosnargh and Whittingham Deeds).
2 Ibid., 43. iii. 4, 5.
3 Ibid. 32. iii. 27, 28. 4 Ibid. 43. iii. 13. 
6 Craven, 3rd ed. p. 24.
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Apparently there were no burial rights at the Bailey 
chapel, not even for the.founder's family. 1

On 15th December 1506, Thomas Cliderow's son 
and successor, Robert, gave his mother, Ellen, the life- 
lease of Bailey Hall. 2 She afterwards married Robert 
Rishton, of Walsall (who in 1518 claimed the manor 
in her right), and was again a widow in 1535, when 
her grandson, Richard Cliderow of Alkley, agreed 
to give her in lieu of her jointure a rent of £7 : 6 :8 
a year " to be paid to her upon St. John's altar at 
BayleyChapell." 8 The Cliderows themselves seem to 
have continued to live at Alkley 4 until, in November 
1556, Richard's grandson Robert sold the whole of 
his estates in the counties of Nottingham, York, and 
Lancaster, to Sir Richard Shireburn of Stonyhurst. 5

By that date the chantry of St. John Baptist 
had ceased to be.

IV. THE DISSOLUTION

Robert Taylor was still cantarist at Bailey, an 
old man of sixty-seven, when the storm broke in 
1546. That storm had not been without premonitory

1 In Baines, ed. 1870, ii. 101, mention is made of a gravestone in 
Mitton churchyard " to the memory of" this same Thomas Clyderhow. 
I have not been able to discover any such stone, and cannot but think 
that an error has arisen from a misreading of another inscription. 
There lies opposite the south porch a large slab with the inscription 
in rudely incised late Gothic characters : Hie JACET VXOR THOME 
COLTHYRST. The surname is difficult to decipher ; but I have no 
doubt of the correctness of my reading. The Colthursts were a 
family of some standing in sixteenth-century Mitton ; and in the 
lay subsidy returns for 1542-43 occurs the name, spelt exactly as it is 
on the tombstone : Relicta Thome Colthyrst.

2 Shir. Reg., 32. ii. 42.
3 Shir. Reg., 43. iii. 16. See also V.C.H. vii. 17 and the references 

there given.
4 Or at Myssen, Yorks, which went with the Alkley estate.
6 This deed also is preserved at Stonyhurst, dated 6th November, 3 

and 4 P. and M. : a large and closely written parchment, 24 in. x 13 in. 
The seal in red wax has the Bayley eagle. A list of the Bailey tenants 
includes Richard Shereburne of Baley Hall, and Edmunde S. (of 
Shireburn House). Sir Richard covenants to give Clitherow meat, 
drink, and a chamber at Stonyhurst and such livery as other servants 
of the said Sir R. S., with an annuity of £fo : 13 :4 and the sum of £40.
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signs. Even in remote Bailey, every one must 
have heard   and wondered   when in 1534 an 
Act of Parliament set aside the Pope's authority 
and made King Henry supreme head of the 
Church in England. Next year the Carthusians 
and Fisher and More had fallen victims to the 
king's anger. In 1536 Salley and some fifty other 
religious houses in Lancashire and Yorkshire had 
been suppressed and their belongings confiscated to 
the king's use. Cockersand Abbey, whence came 
the white canons who served the parish church at 
Mitton, had, at a heavy price, obtained a brief 
respite. When at the end of October the Pilgrims 
of Grace gathered on Clitheroe Moor and secured 
the support of Abbot Paslew of Whalley, no doubt 
there had been Bailey men in their ranks. Six 
months later they had seen the abbot hanged as a 
traitor and the great abbey forfeited and its monks 
cast adrift. By the end of 1540 there was not a 
monastery or convent left in the kingdom. It was 
not likely that the chantries would long be spared.

The storm burst at last with appalling sudden 
ness. The parliament which met in November 
1545 was required to pass an act " for the Dis 
solution of Colleges, Chantries, and Free Chapels 
at the King's pleasure" ; the motives assigned 
being (i) that some chantries, etc., have already 
been misappropriated by private persons, and (2) 
the need of funds for the Scotch and French wars. 
By the i4th February, within three months of the 
opening of parliament, the commissions were issued. 
They were issued for counties (not dioceses) and 
mostly in couples : that for Lancashire and Cheshire 
was addressed to John, Bishop of Chester, Sir 
Thomas Holcroft, Knt., John Holcroft, Esq., 
Robert Tatton, Esq., John Kechyn, Esq., and 
James Rokeby, Esq. Ominous names. John Bird 
was the king's new bishop of Chester, whose palace
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was the lately dissolved monastery of St. Werburgh's, 
Chester. Sir Thomas Holcroft, a " well - known 
trafficker in monastic lands," had come into posses 
sion of the lately dissolved monastery of Vale 
Royal ; a few years later he came in for some of 
the spoils of Whalley. John Kechyn of Hatfield 
was the new owner of a great part of the estates 
of the lately dissolved monastery of Cockersand. 
Rokeby had been one of Cromwell's commissioners 

. for the plundering of the lesser monasteries in 1536,
To these men the king, "ernestlye sekying 

& wysshing that the due & true execucyon of 
thauthorytie & power to us gyven & graunted (by 
parliament) should hoolye tende to the glorye of 
Almyghtie God whose honor we chieflye seke in 
this thing," etc., gives commission to examine, 
search and enquire by all ways and means that they 
can, what and how many chantries, hospitals, colleges, 
free chapels, etc., exist within the two counties, with 
the intents and purposes of their several foundations, 
in what manner the revenues are employed, and 
which of them are parish churches or how far each 
is distant from its parish church, " to the intente 
we maie knowe whiche shalbe mete to stond & 
remayne as they now be or to be dissolved, altered 
or reformed." They are also to make a " survey " 
of all lands, etc., belonging to each foundation, to 
ascertain if any of these have changed hands within 
the last ten years, and to prepare inventories of 
all plate, jewels, ornaments, goods and chattels 
belonging to each chantry, etc., and to certify 
accordingly to the Court of Augmentations.

The Commissioners' return was made during 
the following summer; it is now preserved among 
the Duchy Records, 1 whence the Lancashire certifi 
cates were edited by Canon Raines in 1862. Un-

1 D. of L. Certificates of Colleges, etc., No. I, entry 66 ; olim Div. 
xxv., bdle. U, 3rd portion, No. 45.
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fortunately the Bailey certificate is one of the most 
imperfect in the series. In Canon Raines's text, 
carefully revised from the original in the Record 
Office, I have expanded contractions ; the emenda 
tions (in italics) are mainly from the 1548 certificate 
and a later rental. For the collation and for tran 
scripts of the other R.O. documents I am deeply 
indebted to Fr. J. H. Pollen, S.J.

THE CHAUNTRIE IN THE CHAPELL OF BALEY WITHIN 
THE PAKOCH OF MITTON IN THE COUNTYE OF YoRKE

Robert Taylor, preist, incumbent. Of the Foundacon of 
Robert de C\\Aer/ww some tyme person of Wygan. To 
celebrate there for the sowles of the sayde Robert de 
Cliderhow etc., and for all chrysten sowles for ever.

The same chapell is distaunte from the paroch church 
ii myles, and on Ryver betwyxt the sayd chapell and the 
paroch church. The sayde incumbent doth this daye 
celebrate there accordingly, and doth mynyster the blessed 
sacrament to the inhabitantes adionynge at such tymes as 
the curates of the paroch church can not repayre to them 
for the floodes of the sayde ryver.

Plate, etc.
First, one chales of sylver weinge by estimation, vi oz.
Item, one vestment.
Item, one masse boke. 

Endowment etc.
The sayde incumbent holdyth in his own 

hande one tenemente lienge in Baley in 
the countie of Lancaster worth by yere . mi s.

Robert Seyd holdyth one tenemente with 
thappurtenances in Ribchester in the 
sayde countie, by yere .... xviii s.

The same Robert another tenemente ther . ii s.
William Forest certen landes there by 

estimation viii acres, xvii s, and for 
rente goinge furth of his tenemente there 
xiii s, in all dewe at the Feastes of 
Mydsomer and Martynemes equally . xxx s.

John Hayhurst, certen landes lyenge in 
the fields of Button in the sayd countie 
by estimation iiiior acres . . . viii s.
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The same John for fre rente goinge furth
of his tenemente there by yere . . xiii d. 

Robert Ashe holdyth certen landes there 
by estimation one acre, ii s, and the 
same Robert for fre rent payd furth of 
his tenemente there, ii s, in all dewe 
eisdent termini's . . . . . iv s.

Sm : totall of the rentall . Ixx s, i d. 
Reprises, none.

Nothing resulted from this first survey, either 
for Bailey or, apparently, for any other Lancashire 
chantry. Within a few months King Henry himself 
had passed to his account (28th January 1547), 
after leaving in his will, with Tudor inconsistency, 
the sum of ,£600 per annum to the Dean of Windsor 
to provide masses to be said for his soul for ever.

Before the year was out, however, the new king, 
or rather those who ruled in his name, had carried 
through Parliament a second Chantry Act more 
drastic than the first. This time the Act was based 
on doctrinal grounds. The "vain opinions of 
purgatory and masses satisfactory to be done for 
them which be departed" are " by nothing more 
maintained and upholden than by the abuse of 
trentals, chantries," etc. Moreover, funds are needed 
for the " erecting of Grammar schools to the educa 
tion of youths in virtue and godliness, the further 
augmenting of the Universities, the better provision 
for the poor and needy," etc., etc. It is therefore 
enacted that all colleges, free chapels, chantries, 
perpetual stipends, etc., are to be vested in the 
Crown, as from Easter 1548, and new commissioners 
are to be appointed accordingly.

And so the whole hateful business was gone 
through over again. On I4th February 1547-8, 
the new commission for Lancashire and Cheshire 
was issued to Sir Hugh Cholmley, Sir William 
Brereton, knights, John Arscott, James Starkie,
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George Brown, Thomas Carus, esquires, John 
Kechyn, Thomas Fleetwood and William Layton, 
gentlemen. They were to send in their returns 
before the ist of May.

From the returns in the Record Office, 1 we learn 
that the total yearly value of the various foundations 
in Lancashire as now returned, some ninety in all 
(including a dozen or so of chantries " newe founde 
by us " which had been overlooked by the previous 
commissioners), is ^665 : 4 : o^. Ornaments, goods 
and chattels are worth ^"38 : 5 : 10, and there are 
545^ oz. of plate and je.wels. The new return for 
Bailey chantry adds little to the information we 
already possess. Robert Taylor, the incumbent, 
was aged sixty-nine years. The chapel ornaments 
were valued at is. ^d., and the plate (presumably 
one silver chalice) was, by estimation, 6 oz. The 
yearly revenue is given as £$ : 1 8 : 9 instead of

10 : i. 2
The chapel at Bailey, it will be remembered, was 

built and endowed primarily to be a chapel of ease 
to the mother church at Mitton ; secondarily as a 
chantry for the Cliderows. Its life as a chantry 
was ended on Easter Sunday, 1548. Was it 
allowed to continue as a chapel of ease ? There 
can be no doubt that this was the original intention. 
The Act of i Edw. VI. expressly provided that 
nothing therein " should extend to any chapel made 
for the ease of the people dwelling distant from the 
parish church." The rights of chantry grammar- 
schools, etc., were also to be respected ; and evicted 
chantry-priests and others were to be granted life- 
pensions. In June two of the king's officers, Sir 
Walter Mildmay, general surveyor of the Court of 
Augmentations, and Robert Kelway, "surveyor of

1 D. of L. Certificates of Colleges, etc., No. 3 ; olim Div. xiv., 26.
2 The new rental, not given in the 1548 certificate, will be found in 

D. of L. Chantry Draft Leases, bdle. 5, No. 2. See Appendix I.
L
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our liveries in our Court of Wards," were com 
missioned to collect the necessary statistics and 
make their recommendations accordingly to the 
king or to his " most dear uncle," Somerset. In 
their return, dated i ith August, the chapel of Bailey, 
being a chantry founded as a chapel of ease and 
distant three miles from the parish church, is with 
many others recommended for continuance. 1

Was this recommendation acted upon? No 
doubt Taylor himself, while he lived, continued to 
receive his salary as chaplain of Bailey, and perhaps 
he occasionally would say mass still in his old chapel. 
That he ever had a successor, or that any permanent 
provision for the spiritual needs of the district was 
ever made by its plunderers, I have been able to 
find no evidence whatever. It seems far more 
likely that the price of the Bailey church lands, as 
of so many others, merely went to swell the royal 
coffers.

The next year witnessed the sale of the chantry 
lands. Those of Bailey were sold under letters 
patent, dated 4 Feb. 1548-9, to William Eccleston 
and Anthony Layton, " to hold for ever with all 
their appurtenances of the king as of his manor of 
Clitheroe by fealty only and not in capite" together 
with all profits from the preceding Easter. 2

Robert Taylor, the late incumbent, lived on 
for eight or nine years after the dissolution, dying 
at the ripe age of seventy-eight. His will in the 
York Registry is dated 2oth September 1556, and 
was proved 12th February 1556-7.* He is described

1 D. of L. Miscell., bdle. 21, No. i ; olim Div. xxv. Q. No. 8. See 
Appendix II.

' Pat. 3 Edw. VI. pt. iii. See Appendix III. William Eccleston 
(of Eccleston) and Anthony Layton (of Chingle Hall) were extensive 
dealers in chantry lands in Lancashire and Yorkshire. It was from 
them that Sir Richard Shireburn on loth April 1549 repurchased the 
lands which his ancestors had given to the chantry of St. Nicholas, 
Mitton, only twenty-six years before (Shir. Reg., 12, n. 24).

3 Yorks. Arch. Soc. (Record Ser.), xiv. 159.
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to the last as " chaplain," but there is nothing further 
to connect him with Bailey. He seems indeed to 
have had property of his own at Waddington in 
the Yorkshire part of Mitton parish and to have 
lived there. It is from there that his will is dated ; 
and I find in the Shireburn Register * the following 
entries :

32 Hen. VIII.   Letter of Atturney from Richd Green- 
akers to Jno. Shut & Richd Care to levy a Fine in ye 
Court of Bouland of 2 mess : in Bradford (i.e. West Brad 
ford, near Waddington) to Robert Taylor, Chaplin.   
7 Jan. (1541)-

32 Hen. VIII.   Grant & Feofm' of Richd Greenakers 
to Robert Taylor, Chaplin, 2 Mess : in Wadington & 
Bradford, wch he had of ye Grant of Arthur Darcy Knt. 
Dat. 7 Feb. (1541.)

6 Edw. VI.   Robert Taylor, Chaplin. Gift of a Mess : 
in Wadington to Joana Shirburne of Bradford for her life. 
Dat. 20 June. (1552.)

3 & 4 P. & M.   Surrender in Sladburne Court from 
Rob' Taylor, Chaplin, & Thomas Parker to Joane Shirburne 
of Bradford, 2 Mess : in Bradford. Dat. Mond. of ye 
Epiphany, before Sr Richd Shirburne, Seneschall. Will"1 
Swinglhurst, Clark Cur. (Jan. 1556.)

One memorial remains of the last chantry-priest 
of Bailey. In Merrick's Hall, 2 an old house near 
Bailey Hall, which was rebuilt from the foundations 
in 1831, is still preserved a well-carved piece of 
oaken scrollwork with a doorhead and a few panels, 
such as may once have formed part of a screen. 
The scroll bears the inscription in good Gothic 
characters :

IBlobertujs x ^atleor x cantact'gta x l^anc x jfafarttam x 
.fieri x .fecit x a.° x 2Dm. * ^-° x 3D*0

1 Drawer 4 (Slaidburn Court), nn. 45, 46, 47, 2.
* So called from a family who had the freehold of this farm in the 

eighteenth century. It is sometimes known locally as Priest Hall, and 
is so designated in the 1847 ordnance map. Possibly the later 
chantry-priests may have dwelt here : but it is also possible that the 
oakwork was removed from the chapel.
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V. AFTER THE DISSOLUTION

It remains now to put on record such fragmentary 
notices as remain to us of the Bailey Chapel from 
those for Catholics dark and silent ages which 
followed upon the dissolution of the chantries.

Bailey Hall it is no longer styled a "manor" 
since its absorption into the manor of Stonyhurst  
continued through all this period in the hands of a 
staunchly recusant family : indeed I rather suspect 
that this fact may have had something to do with 
the non-continuance of the chapel for the purposes 
of the reformed religion. Sir Richard himself was 
no doubt somewhat of a time-server in religious 
matters, like so many others in Elizabeth's reign ; 
but there can be no question whatever of the loyalty 
to the old religion of the Shireburn family as a whole, 
and of the Bailey Hall Shireburns in particular. 1 
This branch of the family were the descendants of 
an uncle of Sir Richard, Richard, second son of 
Hugh Shireburn and Anne (Talbot of Bashall). It 
will be convenient here to give a brief outline of the 
succession, our chief authority being Mr. C. D. 
Sherburn's History of the Family of Sherborn.

(i) Richard S., born c. 1500, married about 1548 Anne, 
daughter of Evan Browne of Ribbleton and widow of 
Nicholas Talbot of Carr. It was probably about this time 
that he came to live at Bailey, the property of his brother- 
in-law, Ralph Cliderow of Alkley. At any rate " Rye. 
Shereburne of Baley Hall" stands first among the Cliderow 
tenants in the deed of sale of I555.2 In his will (dated 25th

1 Members of this family appear annually in the recusant rolls from 
the reign of Elizabeth, says Mr. J. Gillow, Cath. Rec. Soc., vol. vi. 
p. 146 (Convicted Recusants, Charles II.). In the recently published 
Recusant Roll, No. I, 1592-93 (Cath. Rec. Soc., vol. xviii.), no entries 
will be found for Mitton parish. Doubtless good Mr. Speake, the parson, 
found it more expedient to keep on good terms with his neighbours 
than to be over-zealous for the law.

2 " Edmunde Shereburne " on the same list is the representative of 
another branch of the family, also established in Bailey on the farm
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December 1580 and proved in the following February), he 
appoints as supervisor " my Mr. Sir Richard Sherburne, 
Kgt., trustinge he will stande good maister to my wife and 
children, and the rather at my humble and last suite being 
his poore uncle." There is no record of the place of his 
burial. He was succeeded by his eldest son,

(2) Bartholomew, who died without issue in 1632. " He 
and his wife Elizabeth were buried at Mitton. His brother

(3) John married Mary daughter of Thomas Caterall of 
Little Mitton. Burial place unknown.

(4) Richard, son of John, died 1659, act. 73. He and his 
wife Joan were buried at Mitton. This Richard obtained 
from Richard S. of Stonyhurst a new lease of Bailey Hall, 
with 60 acres of land, for 3 lives at £3:10:6 per an. 
(Sherb. Fam., p. ^3). His elder son,

(5) J°hn, born c. 1626, died 1683, married Janet daughter 
of Richard Walmesley of Showley. Both buried at Mitton. 
They left two sons, Richard and John.

(6) Richard, the elder, succeeded in 1683. With this 
last Richard the line of Bailey Hall Shireburns ended, 
under circumstances of some interest.

Sir Nicholas Shireburn, who as lord of the manor 
was Richard's " master " and contemporary at Stony- 
hurst, shares with his Elizabethan ancestor the 
honour of a builder of that noble hall. A zealous 
Catholic, he was an equally zealous Jacobite; and 
though personally he took no active part in the 
affair of 1715, he gave very influential support to 
those who did. It was in the great hall at Stony- 
hurst that took place the gathering of rebels on the 
evening of Friday nth November, so graphically 
described for us by the government informers, 
Marsh and Mason ; l and hence, too, that on the 
following morning there rode out those " 17 or 18

which still bears the name of Shireburn House. This branch (not to 
be confused with the Bailey Hall Shireburns) continued through a 
succession of alternate Edmunds and Johns till after 1733. The Bailey 
Shireburns, like the Bailey Hall family, are known almost without 
exception to have been buried at Mitton.

1 Payne, Records of English Catholics of iji$, pp. 144-147. For a 
good account of Sir Nicholas and his work see Father Gerard's 
Stonyhurst College, chap. iii.
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persons on horseback, each with a gun, carrying 
with them a sack-end full of pistols " to join the little 
force of Catholic gentlemen who went to fight at 
Preston. Among these perhaps was our Richard. 
At any rate, he was present at the " affair" at 
Preston. He escaped capture, but was outlawed 
for high treason, and all his estates declared forfeit. 
Then it was that his neighbour (another tenant of 
Sir Nicholas), Thomas Rishton of Green Gore, 
gent., came forward to report and to earn the 
benefit allowed by Act of Parliament for his dis 
covery how " Ric. Shirburn, late of Preston, co. 
Lane., gent., was seized of an estate called Bayley 
Hall in the hamlet of Bayley and p. of Mitton . . . 
and, it is pretended, conveyed his estate after his 
escape to one William Crombleholme to prevent its 
forfeiture." 1 So in December 1719 the Bailey 
Hall estate was put up to auction in London, and 
the leasehold bought for ^81 by an agent of 
Rishton, who (Rishton thought) " managed matters 
mighty well." 2

It is not quite easy to say what became of 
Bailey Hall in the years that followed. The 
" Registry" which Sir Nicholas S. prepared in 
1717 in obedience to the Act of i Geo. I., "obliging

1 Information of nth Dec. 1716. Forfeited Estates MSS., S. 30 
(Payne, Records of English Catholics of 1715). In another place 
Rishton adds the information that Richard S. was " supposed to be 
in one of the inferior orders of the church of Rome" (Estcourt and 
Payne, English Catholic Non-jurors 0/1715, p. 342).

! The transaction is somewhat obscure. Mr. Sherborn (Fam. of 
Sherbom, p. 73) quotes from notes by Mr. T. Smith the original lease : 
"Aug. 2, 1656. Lease from . . . Sherburne of Stonyhurst of Bailey 
Hall with 60 acres of land for 99 years at .£3 : 10 : 6 p.a. or lives of 
John son of Richard, Janet wife of Richard, and Richard son of 
Richard's Janet." The names are confuting, and should probably 
read : John son of Richard, Janet wife of John, and Richard son of 
John and Janet. The " one life in being " at the sale in 171915 stated 
to be that of " Richard S., aged 64 years." The estate is advertised as 
worth £29 per annum. Nothing is said of the 99 years, and Rishton's 
tenure apparently terminated on the death of Richard Shireburn, in or 
before 1726, in which year his brother John by will left to Richard's 
wife Elizabeth ",£15 a year out of Bailey Hall."
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Papists to Register their Names and Real Estates " 
enters the tenement or farm of Bayley Hall as being 
now in possession of John Harryson, holding by 
lease for one life (that of Richard S.) granted 1656 
at j£3 : \os. rent. In the estate map prepared for 
the Duchess of Norfolk in 1733, and now at Stony- 
hurst, the index of tenants gives no tenant's name, 
but simply " Bayley Hall"; which seems to imply 
that the lease had expired and the farm was in hand. 1 
In 1774 the tenant was Richard H olden,2 one of a 
well-known Catholic yeoman family, who held it for 
many years after. In 1831 Bailey was sold by 
Cardinal Weld to Mr. Joseph Fenton of Rochdale, 
and to his family it still belongs.

What records have we of the chapel during all 
these years ? Of direct documentary evidence there 
is little or nothing. Such evidence as we possess 
is rather in the nature of facts, which we must here 
enumerate.

i. In the first place, the building was kept stand 
ing. Whitaker, in the first (1805) edition of his 
History of Craven (p. 23), says that the chapel 
" remained till within memory, when it was destroyed 
except the ramified east window, which was removed 
to Stonyhurst." That is, it must have been still in a 
more or less complete state till at least 1730. The 
four walls were left standing till many years later. 
Harland, writing in 1853, quotes a letter from "a 
respected gentleman long resident in the neighbour 
hood " as follows: 8

I have often visited this old chantry. It was barbar 
ously destroyed by order of its owner, Mr. Fenton, of 
Rochdale, about twenty years ago, notwithstanding an

1 Greengore is also similarly indicated, without a tenant: in 1717 
this was held by Thomas Rishton with lease for one life dating from 
1659 by fine of .£200 and £1 : 13 : 4 annual rent.

2 Weld Estate Book, in possession of Miss Weld of Leagram. 
1 Salley Abbey, p. 82.
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earnest remonstrance on the subject. It was a small chapel, 
without aisles, in a secluded situation. On its north side it 
was lighted by three pointed windows, exhibiting the 
curvilinear tracery of Edward the Second's time. At the 
west end was a bell gable. The tracery of the east window 
(which as well as the windows of the south side, had been 
previously removed) is preserved among the much more 
recent architecture of the principal front of Stonyhurst 
College. Near the Chapel was a house for the Chantry 
Priest, and opposite to its south side was a mansion, which 
may be ascribed to the i6th century, but which probably 
marked the site of the original mansion of the Clitherow 
family. . . .

The walls, therefore, were still standing as late as 
1831, when the property changed hands. There is 
preserved at Leagram a small water-colour drawing 
of the ruin as it existed a few years before its 
demolition drawn by Mr. John Walmesley of 
Totnes, Devon, in 1824 or 1825. Though very 
inaccurate in detail and general arrangement, as will 
be seen by comparison with Plates 2 and 4 it must 
have been drawn from memory from a mere rough 
sketch taken on the spot it serves at least as a 
record of what was remembered by one who had 
seen the ruins, and bears out the description of 
Harland's friend. 1

2. Secondly, there is the vault, mentioned (I.e.] 
by Whitaker and rediscovered in the recent ex 
cavations. Of this and of the burials in it more 
will be said presently. Here it is enough to note 
that (as Mr. Cheetham concludes on architectural 
grounds) the structure is in all probability of post- 
Reformation origin.

3. Not only was Bailey Hall owned and tenanted 
by zealous Catholics, but we know that for some 
time at least it, as well as Stonyhurst, was the 
headquarters of a resident priest. A list of places

1 This drawing (and also that shown in Plate 4) is the property of 
Miss Weld of Leagram, to whom I am indebted for permission to 
reproduce them here.



2. BAILEY HALL, KROM N.W., 1915 

The Chapel Ruin is on the extreme left

3. BAILEY HALL AND RUIN OK CHAPEL, FROM S.W., c. 1835 

(From a Water-Colour Sketch by Mr. John Walmesley)
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served by Jesuit priests in Lancashire, 1701, shows 
that at that time Father Walter Vavasour was 
missioner at Bailey Hall and in receipt of a salary 
of ^o. 1 How long before or after 1701 the 
mission continued, or who served it, we have no 
means of knowing. Father Vavasour himself seems 
to have served the missions of Alston and 
Ribchester from about 1703. He was a convicted 
recusant and "reputed priest" at Alston in 1715, 
and registered his estate as Sir W. V. of Alston in 
1717. An informer in 1718 says he has been living 
there at "one of the four houses called the Bough " 
for about fifteen years. He (presumably) was the 
" Romish priest" who officiated at several baptisms 
and marriages recorded in the Ribchester parish 
registers between 1705 and 1710. Those same 
registers record his burial at the Stidd chapel as a 
"reputed Romish priest," i2th April I74O. 2

4. One other fact bearing on the history of 
Bailey chapel. In 1695 James Standford left ^500
for the maintenance of a good priest for ever at Stidd or 
Bailey Hall chapel, if times permitted that public service 
could there be had; otherwise to be for one who should 
serve in the country two miles round about the places of 
Stidd and Bailey Hall. . . . The privilege of nominating 
one to enjoy the benefice to remain to Mr. Tempest 
[Stephen T. of Broughton] and Mr. Westby [John W. of 
Alston] and their families for ever, if they remained in the 
Catholic faith; otherwise to redound to some eminent 
Catholic of good repute in the said circuit ; provided he 
whom they nominated should be a very exemplary, 
virtuous, careful, vigilant and sufficiently learned person, and 
that he should not be absent from his flock for above two 
or three days and that only upon extraordinary business. 3

Recall in connection with this bequest the great 
revival of Catholic hopes with James II.'s accession

1 Foley, Records of English Province, S.J., vol. v. p. 320.
2 V.C.H., vii. 67 ; Estcourt and Payne, Eng. Cath. Non-jurors, 

p. 340.
3 V.C.H., vii. 51, from End. Char. Rep. (Ribchester), 12.
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ten years before hopes not entirely crushed out 
by the Revolution and the zeal then displayed in 
the restoration or re-erection of old chapels. At 
Fernyhalgh, for instance, a new chapel was built 
close to the ruins of the old chantry chapel. At 
Langho a country squire attempted to restore to 
Catholic worship the chapel of St. Leonard. At 
Euxton the old chantry chapel one which in date 
and other respects invites comparison with Bailey 
 seems to have been used by Catholics for several 
years before 1700. And it would be easy to 
multiply examples from other parts of Catholic 
Lancashire.

Taking all these facts together, I think it may be 
claimed that there is a fairly strong presumption 
that the Bailey chapel was, during the seventeenth 
century, kept in repair and, when circumstances were 
favourable, used for Catholic worship. This would 
have ceased with the events of 1715 if not before. 
In fact, with well-supported missions at Ribchester 
on the one side and Stonyhurst on the other, the 
Bailey mission can hardly have been necessary.

The removal of the east window to the 
Stonyhurst chapel must have taken place, as noted 
above, somewhere about the middle of the eighteenth 
century. It certainly was not the work of Sir 
Nicholas Shireburn, who died in 1717 : he was a 
man of too good taste in architecture to have 
allowed so slovenly a piece of work as that of the 
masons who made the insertion. In Sir Nicholas's 
plan of the house (1694) the west wall of the chapel 
pavilion is still without a window. 1 After him his 
widow lived on at Stonyhurst till her death in 1728 ; 
and after her, from 1732 to 1754, her daughter, the 
dowager Duchess of Norfolk. From her the estates 
passed to the Weld family, who were non-resident.

1 See the plan and a description of the Stonyhurst chapel in V.C.H., 
vii. 8.



4. BAILEY HALL WITH PART OF CHAPEL RUIN, FROM N.W., c. 1840 

(From a Pen-and-ink Drawing by Mr. John Weld)

5. BAILEY CHAPEL EXCAVATIONS, FROM S.W., 1915
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During all this time, and indeed till the arrival of 
the College from Liege in 1794, there was always a 
resident priest at Stonyhurst and Sir Richard 
Shireburn's chapel was in regular use.

VI. THE EXCAVATIONS

In the spring of 1915 I obtained permission of 
the landlord, the late Mr. Richard Fenton, and his 
tenant, Mr. James Ainsworth, 1 to explore the site 
of the chapel. At that time the whole of the 
foundations were covered with turf except for the 
lower portion of the eastern and some 20 feet of 
the north wall, and these were so overgrown with 
vegetation as to be scarcely noticeable. Mr. 
Cheetham has kindly written a full description of 
the architectural results of our work. It is enough 
to say here that we could trace the rubble founda 
tions of the south wall to a point about 24 feet 
from the eastern angle ; of the north wall rather 
less, but on this side (the ground being somewhat 
higher than on the south) the foundations of two 
buttresses were uncovered. There was some diffi 
culty in ascertaining the position of the west wall, till 
after several trials we hit upon the foundation of 
a big buttress at a distance of some 60 feet from 
the east wall. With these exceptions the whole 
foundation seems to have disappeared.

But the chief interest of the work was in the 
excavation of the vault. Of this nothing was known 
to us except from vague tradition; nor was there 
anything above ground to indicate its position. 
Before long, however, as earth and rubble were 
removed, a flight of good stone steps began to

1 Mr. Fenton was keenly interested in our work and I deeply 
regret that he did not live to see it completed. I owe special thanks, 
too, to Mr. Ainsworth for his valuable and intelligent help, and to a 
zealous little band of students from St. Mary's Hall, Stonyhurst, 
without whom the undertaking would have been impossible.
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reveal itself, going downwards at an easy slope 
towards the east. That soon brought us to the 
doorway of the vault itself. This, too, was filled 
almost to the roof with earth, stones, and fragments 
of masonry, all of which we carefully removed and 
examined for fragments of pottery, etc. The lower 
part was saturated with water and we had to wait 
till dry weather made it possible to resume work. 
We then found that beneath the accumulated 
rubbish there was a bottom layer of sodden black 
soil, some 6 to 12 inches in depth. It was here we 
first came across human remains.

It was decided, after due consultation and 
permission, to remove these from their present 
surroundings and reinter them in consecrated 
ground. They were examined and classified for 
me by a medical friend: they proved to be portions 
of the skeletons of five adults, one probably a 
male; of the rest there was no means of judging. 1 
The bones were not, for the most part, lying in 
situ as when buried, but had evidently been 
previously disturbed. 2 There were no signs of lead 
coffins; wooden ones, if used, would have rotted 
away long since.

Of the other objects found in the vault there 
was nothing very illuminating. Small pieces of 
half-rotted timber; sundry pieces of iron, including 
a stirrup and several big nails ; a small leaden disk, 
perhaps a pound weight it weighs just under a 
pound ; fragments of glazed pottery of any century 
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth ; two old- 
fashioned livery (?) buttons in silvered metal; and

1 Five nearly complete sets of long bones were found and parts of 
five skulls. Of these, one is apparently that of an old man, another 
of one in late middle age, a third of a young adult.

J Mrs. Lowd of Hurst Green, now aged 88 years, tells me that as a 
child she often visited Bailey Hall. There was free access then to 
the vault, which had not yet been filled in : and she remembers 
finding fragments of human bones there. She has no recollection of 
the chapel ruins, which must have been already demolished.
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the inevitable early Victorian (?) clay pipes. There 
was also a small piece of encrinite marble, carved 
apparently into the shape of a heart, but much 
corroded with moisture. The only objects found, 
which seemed to have any connection with the 
chapel, were two broken fragments of glazed tile's, 
and two or three very small bits of diamond window- 
panes. 1 The question arises, When was this vault 
built, and who are the people buried there ?

1. It may be affirmed with tolerable certainty 
that it was not built by the Cliderows and that no 
Cliderows were interred in it. The architectural 
evidence points to a date of construction not before 
Elizabeth. In addition to this we have seen that 
(i) Sir Robert, the founder, was not buried there, 
though the chapel was built before his death, but at 
Salley ; that (2) the Cliderows as a rule did not 
live at Bailey ; and that (3) the one exception, 
Thomas de C., who died in 1506, was buried not 
here but at Mitton.

2. It is extremely unlikely that a vault like this 
should have been constructed at any time after the 
end of the Shireburn occupation in 1715, when the 
Hall was no longer a centre of Catholic worship, and 
probably, for a time, even in non-Catholic hands.

3. It seems therefore probable that the vault was 
made in Shireburn times, i.e. between 1555 and 
1715 ; perhaps with the idea of its being used as a 
family burial place (though in fact it does not 
appear to have been so used, as we have seen that 
three of the five Shireburns who lived at Bailey 
Hall and their wives were buried at Mitton), or at 
any rate, for a private burial place for Catholics. 
Of such burial places, established with the connivance, 
perhaps, though without the consent of authority,

1 Dr. Philip Nelson, F.S.A., who has examined the glass, pro 
nounces it to be not earlier than about 1600. It is much too thin and 
free from imperfections to be mediaeval, and seems to have been cut 
with the diamond.
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not a few examples are known to have existed in 
Lancashire during penal times. The statute of 
1605 * proves the existence of this practice, though 
it failed to put a stop to it. The case of Squire 
Blundell's cemetery at Harkirke near Crosby is 
well known. It was opened by him in 1611 because 
the neighbouring parsons refused to bury Catholics ; 
before he was compelled to close it in 1634 over a 
hundred interments had taken place in it, all duly 
entered in the squire's register. After the Restora 
tion it continued to be used for the burial of priests 
and others till the middle of the eighteenth century. 
In the old chantry chapel attached to Lydiate Hall, 
the first interment that of Christopher Small, a 
seminary priest took place before 1590; and it 
was still in use as a burial place for priests at the 
beginning of the eighteenth century. The chantry 
chapel at Windleshaw seems to have been opened for 
Catholic burials in 1627 and has been used ever 
since. Cockersand Abbey, the burial place of the 
Daltons of Thurnham, and the cemetery at the Hall 
of the Gradwells at Ulnes Walton may also be 
mentioned, though in these cases there is no 
evidence of burials before the eighteenth century. 2

The Bailey Chapel remains have, by the kindness 
of the Rector of Stonyhurst, been reinterred in the 
graveyard at Stonyhurst College, where a decent 
tomb bears the inscription :

+ THE REMAINS OF SOME OF OUR CATHOLIC FORE 
FATHERS ONCE BURIED IN THE CHAPEL OF ST. 
JOHN BAPTIST AT BAYLEY WERE HERE LAID 
A.D. 1915. R.I.P.

1 " If any Popish recusant shall be buried other than in a church 
or churchyard or not according to the ecclesiastical laws of the realm, 
the executors shall forfeit £20." (3 Jac. I., c. 5. See Payne, Old 
English Catholic Missions, p. viii.)

* See for all these cases Rev. W. A. Wickham's interesting paper 
on Cockersand Chapter-House, in the Society's Transactions for last 
year and the references there given, pp. 113-117.
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BAILEY CHANTRY

THE following information came to hand too 
late to be incorporated in the text of the 

account of this chantry.

APPENDIX I. (See p. 145, note 2.)

In the draft lease referred to Taylor's tenement in 
Bailey is valued at i8s., and there are two other Bailey 
tenants, Richard Eliot and the relict of Lawrence Nabbe, 
each paying 3.?. ^d. rent. There had been no Bailey land, 
it may be noted, in the original foundation. At the end 
of the rental in the draft lease follow two important 
memoranda:

" Memorand. the same chappie is distant from the 
parisshe churche towe [written on an erasure] myles 
and one Ryver betwixte the said chappie and the 
parisshe churche. And the saied Incumbent dothe 
at this daie celebrat there accordinglie and doethe 
mynister to the Inhabitants adjoyninge at suche 
tymes as the curate of the parisshe churche can 
not repayre to them for the Flodes of the same 
Ryver.

" Ex. per me : lo. ARSCOT, supervis. ibidem."
" Make a leasse of the premisses to Hugh Ashe for 

xxi yeres begyning at Easter 1548, paying yerly 
at termes of all iij 1' xviij 5 ixd and allowyng yet 
tymbr for reparacons." This last memorandum is 
written and signed by the Chancellor of the Duchy, 
Sir William Paget.

. It will be noticed that the distance is stated sometimes 
as 2, sometimes as 3 miles. Actually it is a little over

218
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3 statute miles, which would have been between 2 and 
3 customary miles.

APPENDIX II. (See p. 146, note i.)

The commissioners' return for the Duchy of Lancaster 
is in the form of a warrant addressed to the Chancellor 
of the Duchy, Sir William Paget. Bailey stands seventeenth 
among the foundations recommended for continuance.

Forasmuch as it appeareth by the certificates of 
certaine of the particular surveyers of the Kings 
Majesties Lands that the church of the late colledge 
of Manchester &c.

[fol. 7] And that the Chapel of Baley in the said 
countye of Lane, in the parish of Mitton in the 
countye of Yorke, wherein there was a Chantrey 
founded, is a chaple of ease being distant 3 miles 
from the parish church and therefore very meete 
and necessary to continue for divine service and 
administration of sacraments to be had and used 
to the people there, . . .

Wee therefore the said commissioners doe signyfye 
to you, the said chancellor of the said Duchy of 
Lancaster, that by virtue of the said commicion 
to us directed in fourme aforesaid [we have assigned 
and] appointed that . . .

[fol. 27 verso] And that the said chaple of Bayley 
in the countye of Lane, within the said parish of 
Mitton in the said countye of Yorke shall continue, 
and that Robert \blank~] incumbent thereof shall 
[one line blank] the same and shall have yearly for 
his stipend and wages 3" : 18s : 9d . . . .

There follows (fol. 40) the order for the payment of the 
appointed wages, etc., as from Easter, 1548, by the receivers 
for the Duchy " untill further or other order or direction 
shall be had or taken in the premises." The Chancellor 
of the Duchy is required to issue warrants accordingly.

W. MlLDMAVr
[R. KELWAY.]

u August, 2 Edw. VI. [1548].
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APPENDIX III. (See p. 146, note 3.)

See also D. of L. Ministers' Accounts, bdle 168, No. 
2682, m. 28 rev.; olim class 29, bdle 39. This is the 
account rendered by the receiver, Richard Rayneshawe, 
Esq., for the Bailey Chantry for the two years ending 
Michaelmas, 1549. The two years' income now appears 
as £6 :17 :6, i.e. only £3:8:9 per annum. Of this, one- 
fourth has been paid to the late incumbent as income due 
to Easter, 1548; the other three-fourths to Eccleston and 
Layton.


