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I N Deane Church, near Bolton-le-Moors, hanging 
on the wall, there are two rudely carved angels, 

or rather demi-angels, under canopies of different 
designs, and each angel holds a shield upon which 
is a lion rampant. These pieces of woodwork 
measure 15 inches in height by 11^- inches in width, 
and their appearance is well shown in the accom­ 
panying reproductions of photographs taken by 
Mr. Wolfgang (Plate, Figs, i and 2), who kindly 
directed my attention to them. Perhaps they once 
formed parts of a screen in the church.

Looking carefully at these figures, I concluded 
that they were 'probably carved somewhere about 
the year 1475, and it is satisfactory to have this 
opinion independently supported by Sir W. H. 
St. John Hope, who, after seeing the photographs, 
wrote, " Your carven angels are so rude and 
obviously of local origin that it is difficult to give 
them a date, and they might be anything from 1470 
to 1520! I think, however, that they may be late 
fifteenth century."

One of these two lions (Fig. 2) is not carved out 
of the wood, but is quite evidently a Victorian lion
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made from a thin piece of flat wood, painted red, 
and glued to the face of the shield, which exhibits 
no visible evidence of any former figure, and perhaps 
originally bore only some device in colour.

The other lion (Fig. i) which retains traces of 
having been coloured red, probably at the time 
when it was made, is plainly of the same age as 
the angel which holds it. Originally this lion had 
two tails, but one of them has been broken off by 
accident or design; this may be clearly seen in the 
photograph.

There can be no doubt that these shields bear 
the arms of the Hultons of Hulton, one of our 
oldest Lancashire families, whose present repre­ 
sentative has the distinction of holding lands which 
his family have continuously held for upwards of 
seven centuries.

The Hulton arme go back into the dim distance 
of past ages, and their origin is lost in obscurity. 
The earliest representation of them that is known 
is on the seal of Richard de Hulton, attached to

a deed dated 7th February 
1332-33, whereby he granted 
lands in Westhoughton, 
Hulton, and Rumworth to 
his uncle, Adam de Hulton. 
In this seal the lion rampant, 
with one tail, is placed on a 
heater-shaped shield; above 
is a helm and mantlet, and 
to balance the design a spray 
with a flower and leaves is 

ARMS FROM THE VISITATION introduced ; the legend is
OF 1533 IN THE COLLEGE SI  RICARDI  DE  HILTVN (Plate,

Fig. 3).
In the arms recorded by Adam Hulton of Hulton 

Park at the Lancashire Visitation of I533 1 the lion
1 Chetham Society, vol. ex. p. 209.
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has two tails. This Adam married Alice, the only 
child of John Hulton of Farnworth in Deane parish ; 
the contract for their marriage is dated soth October 
1485, and it was to take place within ten years; 
subsequently, on 22nd May 1489, being related in 
the fourth degree, they obtained a licence and dis­ 
pensation for marriage.

On soth March 19 Henry VIII. [1527-28] Adam 
sealed a deed with a coarsely engraved seal of a lion 
rampant with two tails inscribed $ aDatTl fjtiltOn De 
. . . The continuation of the inscription is broken 
away, probably the word that is wanting is fjtJltOtl 
(Plate, Fig. 4). The other parties to the deed 
were Sir Alexander Radclyffe of Ordsall, knight, 
whose seal bears a garb within an octagon, and 
Thomas Radclyffe, clerk, whose seal is obliterated 
(Aston Deeds).

It seems, therefore, from the dates, that we may 
fairly assume that the wooden angels were set up 
either by this Adam Hulton or by his father, Roger, 
who died before the year 1500.

The grandson of Adam, of the same Christian 
name, married, about the year 1530, Clemence, 
daughter of Sir William Norreys of Speke, and 
died on 2Oth September 1572, according to his 
inquisition post mortem. He was dissatisfied to 
find that there was no crest belonging to his ancient 
coat-of-arms, and procured the grant of a crest from 
Norroy King of Arms in 1561. Appended is an 
exact copy of the official record of this grant in the 
College of Arms, which, together with the accom­ 
panying illustrations, is contributed by my brother, 
W. H. Rylands, who has assisted me in the 
preparation of this paper. It will be observed 
that the ancient arms of the family are specifically 
described as a lion rampant double tailed.

This patent is given in extenso, but, it would 
seem, not very accurately, in a privately printed
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account of the Hulton family, which has no title- 
page nor date, but was probably printed about the 

year i845. 1 In some details it 
differs from the official record, 
certain words being omitted and 
among these omissions are the 
words " dowble tayled" in the 
blazon of the Hulton coat. It is 
to be noticed that in the printed 
copy of the patent the preamble 
names Lawrence Dalton Norroy 
King of Arms as the grantor. 
This is borne out by a docquet 
in Withie's collection of "Guiftes 
and Confirmations of Coates & 
Creasts, gathered together by 
me John Withie 1620" (Harl. 
MS. 1359, fol. 52b) in the follow­ 
ing words and accompanied by 

this tricking of the arms: " The Creast giuen to 
Adam Hulton of the Parke in the County of 
Lancaster gent: vnder the hand and Scale of 
Lawrance Dalton Norroy. 10 Decemfo. 1561. r 
Hulton. 2 Hilton."

ARMS FROM WITHIE'S 
COLLECTION.

EXEMPLIFICATION OF ARMS AND GRANT OF CREST, 
BY LAWRENCE DALTON, NORROY KING OF ARMS, 
TO ADAM HULTON OF THE PARK, GENT., IOTH 
DECEMBER 1561.

To all & singler &c Know ye therfor that I Norrey 
Kinge of Armes abouesaid consyderinge that Adam 
Hulton of the Parke in the countye of Lancastre, gent. 
& his Awncestors haue longe contynewed in noblenes 
bearinge Armes wch be sylur a lyon rampant dowble tayled 
g. armed & langued b. quartered wth Ar. a lyon Rampant 
g. crowned or, armed & langued b. w0"1 he beareth for his

1 This pamphlet of 48 pages was reviewed in the Herald and 
Genealogist, edited by John Gough Nichols, F.S.A., vol. ii. p. 536.
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greafe grandmother Alice doughter & sole heyre to John 
Hylton of Farneworth yet wantinge a crest badge or 
coygnoyssance hath desyred me the said Norrey to deuyse 
sett forth appoynt & assigne one conuenyent crest vnto 
hym whose Request beinge so Juste & reasonable (con- 
sideringe the worthe vertewos & lawdeable lyefe & 
dyspocycon of the said Adam) I cold not lawfully deriye 
the same but by the power & aucthorytie to my offyce 
annexed & to me geuen graunted & attrybuted by 1'res

pattente vnder the greate Scale' of England haue deuysed 
ordeyned assygned geuen graunted & allowed & by thes 
prntes do gyue grante assigne & allowe vnto & for the said 
Adam Hulton & his posterytie this crest or coygnoyssance 
as followeth viz. Uppon the helmet on a wreath Ar. & g. 
a crowne or, therowt Issuynge a hartishead & necke 
cabowched ar. horned or, betwene ij branches of a haw- 
thorne in propur cooler mantd g. do. ar. buttd & ta: or, as 
more playnly &c to haue & to hold the said Armes & 
creste wth the app'tennce to the said Adam & his posterytie 
wth their due dyfference the same ordrelye to vse beare or
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shewe in shild cote armour or otherwyse & therin to be 
revested at his & their librtie & pleasure for eurmore. In 
wytnes &c the tenth daye of Decembre A. 4° 1561.

Copied from a volume marked " i H.6. or 2 H.6." 
p. 69, now remaining in the Heralds' College, 
London.

[Signed] EVERARD GREEN,
Somerset Herald-of-Arms. 

tfh Dec. 1914.

It is curious that in the body of this patent the 
crest is described as a hart's head and neck 
cabossed, and in the drawing of the arms in the 
margin the hart's head is represented in profile.

In the records now remaining in the College of 
Arms there is no drawing of the Hulton arms or 
crest in the Visitations of 1567 and 1613, and in 
the Visitation of 1664 65 the lion is drawn with only 
one tail and there is no crest.

In the east window of the Hulton chapel in 
Deane Church, we find two shields of fairly good 
seventeenth-century glass. The first (Plate, Fig. 5), 
displays the Hulton arms alone, with helm, 
mantlet, and crest. There is a yellow border to 
this shield, but it is merely ornamental. The 
second shield (Plate, Fig. 6) bears the Hulton arms 
impaling Argent, two bars and in ckief three 
leopards' faces Or [a mistake for Gules'], for Jessop ; 
a.mantlet springs from the esquire's helm, whereon 
is set the crest of the hart's head issuant from a 
coronet, but the hawthorn branches are wanting. 
The accompanying plate is a reproduction from Mr. 
Wolfgang's photograph of the window.

This glass seems to have been set up by William 
Hulton of Hulton (born 1625, died 1694) who 
married, in or about the year 1663, Anne, daughter 
and co-heiress of William Jessop of Warwick 
House, Holborn, M.P. for Stafford, and we may 
conclude that the window was glazed soon after 
this marriage.


