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LAWS

I. The Society [founded 2oth June 1848] shall be called
the HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE ;
and its objects shall be the collection, arrangement, preser-
vation, and publication of information relating to the general
history of the two counties. Subjects of a controversial
character, in religion or politics, shall be inadmissible.

II. The Society shall consist of Members, Honorary
Members, and Associate Members.

III. Members shall pay to the Society on election and
afterwards annually One Guinea, due in advance on the
1st of January.

IV. Any Member whose payments are not in arrear
may become a Life Member by paying ten annual sub-
scriptions in one sum. All such life compositions shall be
invested by the Council on behalf of the Society.

V. Every candidate for admission as a Member of the
Society shall be recommended by at least two Members,
according to a prescribed form, which shall be read at one
meeting of the Society, and at the next meeting he shall
be balloted for, and elected unless one-fourth of the
Members present vote against him. (For form of nomma-
tion and recommendation, see Schedule A.)

VI. The Secretary shall inform every new Member of
his election, and of the payments due from him to the
Society.

VII. No Member whose subscription is unpaid shall be
entitled to receive the Society’s publications; and any
Member neglecting to pay his subscription for three con-
secutive years may be amoved from the Society by the
vote of the Council.
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VIII. Any Member whose payments are not in arrear Mode of
may withdraw from the Society on conveying to the Resignation-
Secretary a written intimation to that effect on or before
the first day of January in any year.

IX. If there be any alleged cause (other than the non- Amoval of
payment of subscription) for the amoval of any Member, Members
the same shall be submitted to the Council, who may at
their discretion bring it before the Society at a subsequent
general meeting ; and if on a ballot the amoval be agreed
to, such Member shall thereupon cease to belong to the
Society. At this meeting there shall be twenty Members
at least present, and fourteen days’ notice thereof shall be
given to the said Member. :

X. The Honorary Members shall be limited to thirty ; Honorary and

they shall be eminent persons; and shall be elected, on fogiate | o
the recommendation of the Council, in the same manner Smn A
as Ordinary Members. They shall not be entitled to '
receive the Society’s publications. The Associate Members
shall be limited to ten; they shall be elected on the
recommendation of the Council, as persons who have
assisted, or are likely to assist, the work of the Society.
They shall receive the Society’s publications free of expense.
Honorary and Associate Members shall not be entitled to
vote, except when Officers or Members of the Council of
the Society.

XI. The business of the Society shall be conducted by Constitution of
a Council, consisting of a President, Vice-Presidents, an ™
Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Editor, Hon. ‘Librarian, Hon.
Curator, Hon. Secretary, and twelve Members.

XII. The Council may appoint a stipendiary Assistant Assistant
. . . . ecretary.
Secretary, who shall be subject to their directions.

XIII. The Council may appoint Local Secretaries for Local
such districts as they deem advisable. The duties of the Secrries
Local Secretaries shall be to forward to the Society notice
of matters of historical interest arising in their immediate
neighbourhood.

XIV. The Council may meet at the discretion of the Meetings of the
President, Secretary, or on the requisition of three of its i
Members.

XV. There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Council Annual Meeting
previous to the Annual General Meeting, to prepare a °f ‘e Coueil
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Report of the Proceedings during the year, to audit the
Treasurer’s accounts and arrange a Balance - Sheet, to
prepare the Balloting-lists, and to make such other arrange-
ments as may be necessary for the ensuing Annual General
Meeting.

XVI. The Council shall have power to make Bye-Laws,
not inconsistent with the Laws of the Society.

XVII. Four Members of the Council, not being Officers,
shall retire each year by seniority of election, and shall be
eligible for re-election.

XVIII. The Officers of the Society shall be elected, and
vacancies on the Council shall be filled up, at the Annual
General Meeting ; excepting any casual vacancy occurring
during the year, which shall be filled up by the Council.

XIX. A notice shall be sent to each Member seven clear
days before the Annual General Meeting, which notice
shall contain :—

(1) The names of the Members of the Council retiring
by rotation.

(2) The names of the Officers and Members of the
Council proposed by the existing Council.

(3) The names of any other Candidates for the Council,
proposed and seconded by two Members of the
Society ; which proposal must be forwarded to
the Hon. Secretary before the 1st of January.

Should more Candidates than are required be proposed, a
ballot shall take place.

XX. The Annual General Meeting shall be held on the
day of and immediately before the first meeting of the
Society in the month of January in each year. At this
meeting the Report of the retiring Council and the
Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts shall be read ; and the
Officers and Council shall be elected.

XXI. The Ordinary Meetings shall be held between the
months of October and the following April in each year,
and the dates and hours of the Meetings shall be fixed by
the Council. A notice, showing the Ordinary Meetings of
each Session, shall be forwarded to every Member. At
all Meetings the President shall take the Chair, and in
his absence a Vice-President; or, in the absence of the



Laws 213

President and Vice-Presidents, any Member of the Society
whom the meeting shall appoint. (For order of business at
Ordinary Meetings, see Schedule B.)

XXII. Members shall be allowed to introduce Visitors visitors.
at the Ordinary Meetings.

XXIII. The Hon. Secretary shall call a Special General Special General
Meeting at the requisition, in writing, of the President, any ™"
three Members of the Council, or any ten Members of the
Society. Seven clear days’ notice shall be given of such a
Meeting, which shall be held within one month after the
date of the requisition, and the notice shall contain the
purpose for which the Meeting is required, and no business
shall be entered upon at that Meeting, or any adjournment
thereof, of which such notice has not been given.

XXIV. Every change in the Laws of the Society shall Changes in the
be made at an Annual or Special General Meeting. T

XXV. No proposition which has been rejected at an Reintroduction
Annual General or Special General Meeting shall be °f proposals
brought forward again in the Society during the same year.

XXVI. The Council shall print annually a volume of The Annual
Transactions, to one copy of which every Member shall be Vo™
entitled whose payments are not in arrear. The volume
shall contain such Papers or abstracts of Papers as the
Council shall select for publication, together with the
Proceedings at the Meetings, the Report of the Council,
the Treasurer’s Balance-Sheet, and a list of the Members.

XXVII. The author of any paper which is printed, copies of paper
either entire or by abstract, in the Society’s annual volume, ' the Authors.
shall be entitled to twenty-five copies of such paper or
abstract, to be printed at the expense of the Society.

XXVIIL In all elections the votes shall be taken by Modes of voting.
ballot, unless the Members present resolve, for special
reason, to vote otherwise.

XXIX. The Chairman of every Meeting shall have a
casting vote in addition to his ordinary vote.

XXX. The Library shall be available for the use of The Library.
Members, in accordance with the Bye-Laws. (See p. 216.)

XXXI. All property of the Society shall be vested in The property of
the Council of the time being, on behalf of the subscribing ¢ S°¢it:
‘Members, and every Member who shall withdraw or be
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amoved from the Society, or shall from any cause whatever
cease to be a Member thereof, shall thereupon absolutely
forfeit all interest in the property of the Society.

XXXII. The dissolution of the Society may be effected
at any time, by a resolution to that effect, passed by a
majority of three-fourths of the Members voting at a
Special General Meeting, at which not less than two-thirds
of the Annual and Life Members of the Society shall be
present. Upon such dissolution all the property of the
Society shall, subject to the discharge of all outstanding
liabilities, be presented to some public Institution or
Institutions in “either or both of the two counties of
Lancaster and Chester.




BYE-LAWS

I. The Annual Report shall show in tabular form the Annual Report
membership of the Society on the 1st of January last past,
as against the same date in the previous year, and shall
give particulars of the meetings and excursions held, the
date of issue of the volume, together with selected press
notices thereof, and the reports, if any, of the Society’s
Hon. Local Secretaries. The Hon. Secretary shall request
such reports on the 1st of December in each year, and in
cases where no reply is received, or there is nothing to
report, it shall be so stated. The Report shall also include
the Report of the Hon. Librarian, which shall contain,
among other things, a statement of the number of works
borrowed from the Library, and of the number of Members
to whom they were issued, together with a statement of
the additions and donations to the Library. A note of
any other matters in which the Society has been interested
during the past year shall appear in the Annual Report.

II. A list of Members elected during the year, with Listof new*
their proposers, and of Papers read, shall be annexed to Members
the Report.

III. The Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts shall show Treasurers
the position of the invested funds, the amount of subscrip- piseunts and
tions in arrear and paid in advance, and the amount of
any outstanding bill or bills due and payable ; they shall
clearly show against which volume of the Society’s 77ans-
actions any items for printing, illustrations, indexing,
forwarding, etc., are chargeable; they shall, so far as
possible, include the whole of the expenses incurred by
the Society during the year, and show its exact financial

position. .

IV. In addition to the usual duties of an Hon. Treasurer, roll of Mem-
and to those incidental to the drawing up of the Annual b
Report (see Law XX.), he shall keep a Roll of the
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Members of the Society; he shall furnish therefrom to
the Society’s local printers a list of those Members to
whom the Society’s notices are to be sent, and shall keep
the same corrected. ‘

V. No separate index of any Paper shall appear in the
Transactions.

VI. Inasmuch as by Law I. one of the objects of the
Society is the preservation of information, no illustration

‘shall be printed upon paper of a non-durable character.

VII. The Library shall be open, for the issue of books,
before and after the Meetings of the Society ; application
should be made to the Hon. Librarian or his deputy.

Members may borrow not exceeding five volumes, which
must be signed for in the Library Register, and returned
within four weeks, unless renewed. The Member in whose
name any book or books are borrowed is responsible for
the safe return thereof to the Library, at the Royal
Institution.

VIII. Owing to the distance from Liverpool at which
many Members reside, and in order to leave time for
discussion, the Council have been compelled to pass a
Resolution that the Paper, or portion of the Paper, read
must in no case exceed forty-five minutes. This rule does
not preclude the whole of the Paper being printed in the
Transactions.

IX. Three excursions shall, if possible, be held each
summer. The Excursion Committee shall propose to the

+ Council the names of places to be visited, and the same

having been approved, the Hon. Secretary shall write to
the owners to obtain the requisite permission, and shall
also express the thanks of the Society subsequent to the
visit. No rebate on the price of tickets shall be made for
any reason whatsoever.

X. A quorum of the Council shall be constituted by
three Members, and the Chairman shall have a casting
vote in addition to his ordinary vote.

XI. The Laws and Bye-Laws shall be printed in
vol. Ixviii., and, after being brought up to date by the
Hon. , Secretary, in vol. lxx., and in every fifth volume
subsequently.
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SCHEDULE 4

HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE

The undersigned Members of the Historic Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire beg to nominate and recommend

*

asa Member of this Society.

(Date) 19

MEMBERS.

* The distinct consent of the Candidate should in every case be obtained,
the christian and surnames written at full length, and the address given explicitly.

'SCHEDULE B

ORDER OF BUSINESS

I. Minutes of the last Meeting read and signed.

I1. Candidates for Membership announced, or Members
elected.

ITI. Donations to the Society announced.
IV. Objects of interest exhibited.
V. Miscellaneous Communications.

VI. Papers read and discussed.




