
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1916 

PRESENTED JANUARY 25, 1917

HTHE membership of the Society on January i, 1917, is 
shown in the subjoined table, and although it will be 

observed that our total is somewhat reduced, it must, I 
think, be a subject for satisfaction that our membership 
has been so well maintained, particularly so when we 
consider the larger ratio of resignations which have occurred 
in kindred bodies.

MEMBERSHIP

1st Jan. 1916 . 
1st Jan. 1917 .

Gain
Loss

Annual.

2O4 
194

IO

Life.

IO 
IO

Associate.

I 
I

Honorary.

IO 
IO

...

Total.

225
215

IO

We have, I regret to say, lost by death three members 
of long standing. I refer to the Rev. Canon Stewart, 
M.A., who joined the Society in 1876, also to Mr. Henry 
Taylor, F.S.A., so well known as the author of The Ancient 
Crosses and Holy Wells of Lancashire, and Dr. Ellis, who 
contributed a valuable paper, " The Ancient Fonts in the 
Hundred of West Derby."

Nine meetings have been held in the course of the past 
year, the first being the Annual General Meeting, on which 
occasion a number of fine lantern slides were exhibited 
dealing with objects of local and archaeological importance.
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It will be noted that of the nine papers read before the 
Society, no less than seven dealt with matter anterior to 
1550, and it is to be hoped that this standard may be 
maintained.

The sixth meeting was, by kind permission of the 
Library, Museum, and Arts Committee of the Corporation 
of Liverpool, held at the Reference Library, where a fine 
collection of literary items of local importance was dis­ 
played, and descriptive notes thereon were read by the 
City Librarian, Mr. G. T. Shaw.

Owing to the difficulties of transit during the period 
under review no Summer Excursions have been held. 
One ventures to hope that ere long, in happier times, 
these may once more be resumed.

Our members will have learned with much satisfaction 
of the honour conferred by his Majesty the King upon our 
member, Dr. Francis W. Bailey, upon whom he has 
bestowed the D.S.O. for bravery in the field. In addition, 
Dr. Bailey has been mentioned in despatches. Our members 
have already, as well as the Council, expressed their 
pleasure at these well-merited honours.

Vol. Ixvii. of the Transactions was placed in our members' 
hands last July, and well upheld the standard set by 
previous volumes.

The Library, over which Dr. R. T. Bailey presides, 
proves of increasing value, and the thanks of the members 
are due to him for his efforts to enlarge its scope of utility.

No finds of an archaeological character have been 
reported by our Local Secretaries as having occurred in 
either county during the course of the past year, though 
the recent excavations on the site of St. Werburgh's Abbey, 
Chester, in which the foundations of a considerable building 
of Norman character have been brought to light, must be 
alluded to, and it is to be hoped that these remains may 
form the subject of a paper to be read to the Society in 
the near future.

The Society must take this opportunity of thanking the 
Editors of the following periodicals for so kindly inserting
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notices of the various papers read at its meetings : Birken- 
head News, Birkenhead and Cheshire Advertiser, Chester 
Courant, Cheshire Observer, Liverpool Courier, and Liverpool 
Daily Post. '

LIST OF NEW MEMBERS ELECTED, 1916

MEMBER. PROPOSER.
Albert H. Heal. E. B. Royden.
J. F. Stark. F. C. Beazley.
Rev. W. Marshall. J. P. Rylands.
Walter Peel. Philip Nelson.
Rev. G. W. Hockley, M.A. Henry Peet.
Dr. Marsden. J. P. Rylands.

PAPERS READ, 1916

Jan. 27. Lantern evening.
(Arranged by the Photographic Committee.} 

Feb. 3. "Joseph Williamson : The King of Edge Hill."
By C. R. HAND.

Feb. 17. "The Vale Royal." By J. BROWNBILL, M.A. 
Mar. 2. " A Thirteenth-Century Effigy of an Abbot of 

Ramsey." By PHILIP NELSON, M.D., F.S.A. 
  2. " English Mediaeval Alabasters." By PHILIP

NELSON, M.D., F.S.A.
  16. " St. James's Mount, Liverpool, Past and 

Present." By R. T. BAILEY, M.R.C.S. (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P. (Lond.). 

  30. " Mediaeval Music." By ARTHUR W. POLLITT,
Mus. Doc. 

Oct. 28. " Exhibition of Recent Additions to the Local
Collection." By G. T. SHAW.

Nov. 9. " Cheshire Churches." By F. E. HOWARD. 
  23. " Birkenhead Priory." By W. FERGUSSON

IRVINE, M.A., F.S.A. 
Dec. 7. " Cheshire Screens." By F. H. CROSSLEY.
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REPORT OF THE HON. LIBRARIAN FOR 
THE YEAR 1916

During the past session the Library of the Society, 
which has been open for the use of the members at each 
of the meetings, has been made much use of. The Library 
contains a good selection of antiquarian works on Lancashire 
and Cheshire, and is kept up to date by exchange of 
Transactions with the Societies in correspondence with it. 
A list of these Societies will be found at the commencement 
of each volume, and their Transactions are in the Society's 
Library for the use of members. During the past year the 
Society has received the following kind donations to its 
Library:

From F. C. Beazley, Esq., F.S.A. 
The Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries,

vol. xxvii.
Archaologia, vol. Ixvi.
2nd and yd Reports of the Excavations of Wroxeter. 

From R. Saunders Jones, Esq. 
Recollections of Garston.

From The Royal Society of Antiquarians 'of Copen­ 
hagen 

Aaborgen 1914.
From Ministre de 1'Instruction publique et des Beaux 

Arts, France 
La Science Frangaise, tomes i. et ii.

The thanks of the Society are accorded to the donors 
for their kind gifts, and one ventures to hope that further 
such additions to the Library may ensue from time to time.

REGINALD THRELFALL BAILEY.
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