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ROLL OF THE MOCK CORPORATION 
OF FARNWORTH IN WIDNES

By Charles Made ley

Read nth February 1915

IT is now nearly forty-four years since, at a meet­ 
ing of the Historic Society, Mr. H. Ecroyd 

Smith read his annual summary of the local anti­ 
quarian events of the previous year, under the 
usual title of " Archaeology in the Mersey District, 
1870." His report included the following para­ 
graph :

RELICS OF OLD FARNWORTH

This neighbouring Lancashire village, in common with others 
near town, is fast losing its quaint and interesting character, and 
becoming commonplace.

Its ancient parchment roll, containing a list of all the copy­ 
holders of the township, and said to be of great length, was, 
until lately, conserved within a metal case; but a degenerate 
and reckless spirit now prevailing, what should have been every­ 
body's business has become nobody's, and the latest recreant 
custodian added to his sins by a wilful neglect of this precious 
topographical memorial. Dr. Kendrick informs us it was last 
seen in the hands of some young tatterdemalions, who were 
trailing it through the mire of the village street. Not a scrap 
of the document is known to exist, but this gentleman, in default 
of the desiderated roll, has secured its old receptacle, a case of 
tin, upon which are faintly pourtrayed the bear and bearward of 
the village. 1

1 "Archeology in the Mersey District, 1870," by Henry Ecroyd 
Smith, Tram. Hist. Soc., xxiii. p. 140.
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It does not appear from the Proceedings whether 
the tin case was exhibited at the meeting, but as­ 
suming that it was not shown, I am glad to be able, 
after this somewhat long interval, to remedy the 
omission. The cylinder which presumably con­ 
tained the roll is 4 inches in diameter and 7 inches 
high, and stands on a square base which appears 
to have contained a shallow drawer, now wanting. 
The painting on the cylinder, representing a bear 
and his leader, with a landscape of rocks and trees, 
is not so indistinct as Mr. Ecroyd Smith's descrip­ 
tion would imply.

The case was presented by Dr. Kendrick to the 
Warrington Municipal Museum in 1872, and has 
since remained there, an object which has always 
given rise to more regret than interest. It seemed 
futile to be carefully preserving the case when 
the roll, which alone could give it any meaning, 
was wanting. You may imagine, therefore, our 
satisfaction when a few months ago, quite accident­ 
ally and as a mere coincidence, the roll itself turned 
up in Warrington and we were able to secure it.

It is true we have no direct evidence connecting 
the roll with the case. The history of the manu­ 
script since, in the words of Dr. Kendrick, it was 
trailed in the gutter at Farnworth, seems to be lost. 
But I hope to show that the internal evidence 
supplied by the document, when considered to­ 
gether with such slight tradition as exists in print, 
is sufficiently convincing. 1

A first cursory examination of the MS. did not 
bear out the idea referred to by Mr. Smith that

1 Mr. Beamont in " Some notices of Courts Leet occasioned by 
the recent recovery of some rolls of the court at Farnworth," read 
before the Warrington Literary and Philosophical Society in 1873, 
briefly describes the roll, which appears to have been then amongst 
those of the Court Leet, although he does not say so definitely, nor 
does he identify it with the missing document referred to by Mr. 
Ecroyd Smith. (See Warrington Guardian, loth May 1873.)
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it was a roll of copyholders of the manor of Widnes. 
It suggested rather that we have here the record 
of a social club, of a kind not unknown, which 
pursued its main object under the form of a bur­ 
lesque of municipal rites and ceremonies. I ac­ 
cordingly sought for published evidence of the 
existence of such an institution at Farnworth, and 
found some indications in Mr. Poole's Old Widnes 
and its Neighbourhood (1906, 410), from which I 
take the liberty of extracting the following para­ 
graphs. Describing the village of Farnworth Mr. 
Poole says :

" Throughout the greater part of the year, the quiet simple 
life of the village would move on with unvarying monotony. 
Only occasionally would there be a stir and bustle to animate 
the people and rouse them out of the state of deadness and 
apathy in which most of their days were spent. Of this char­ 
acter was the Wakes, which was held annually about the middle 
of October. . . . For three days the holiday continued. . . . 
On the first day, which usually fell on a Monday, the programme 
of amusements consisted of the old-time customs, now long 
extinct, of bear-baiting and bull-baiting. . . .

" The bear was one which was dragged about from place to 
place to undergo its martyrdom. Generally, it was the property 
and under the immediate care of a fiddler, whose musical abili­ 
ties were frequently called into requisition during the progress 
of the baiting. The approach of the bear, which sometimes did 
not arrive in Farnworth until late in the day, was observed by 
men stationed on the church tower. When the forms of the 
animal and its attendant were descried in the distance, the news 
was conveyed to the belfry, where men stood ready to ring the 
bells. As the loud peal was sounded, its deafening noise served 
as a notice to the expectant crowd waiting below. Amongst 
them, the centre of attraction, was a motley troop of men 
clustered together at the top of the street, who were tricked out 
in all sorts of strange garments and gewgaws, meant to invest 
them with the dignity and pomp of a bogus mayor and corpora­ 
tion. As the bells clanged still louder and louder, this fantastic 
group formed into a procession and proceeded slowly down the 
street, followed by the rest of the crowd, their object being to 
greet the bear and its keeper with all due honours and ceremony. 
When the different parties met it would be hard to say which 
looked the most absurd, the hairy beast and its swarthy keeper, 
or the motley company of yokels, bedecked with ribbons,
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feathers, and other cheap finery. The bogus mayor gave the 
strangers welcome in a few words, and conducted them with all 
due ceremony to the scene of the approaching struggle. . . .

"The baiting of the bull, which was an equally cruel sport, 
 was conducted in much the same manner as the baiting of the 
bear. . . .

" On the second day of the Wakes, Tuesday, a fair was held, 
when horses and cattle were offered for sale, the animals being 
tethered on either side of Church Street. This day's proceed­ 
ings attracted to the village all the farmers and horse dealers 
for miles around, who attended for the dual purpose of buying 
and selling. . . .

" With the gradual extinction of the fair there disappeared 
also the sports which were held at its conclusion for the enter­ 
tainment of the large body of strangers, whom the buying and 
selling had drawn to the spot. In addition to the usual foot 
and obstacle races, etc., a horse race was held, in which local- 
bred quadrupeds not infrequently carried off the palm.

" After sunset on each of the three days the village put on its 
most lively aspect, and through the gaily lighted street trooped 
a throng of pleasure-seekers, bent on enjoying themselves. The 
several inns in the village, notably the Ring o' Bells, were 
crowded with visitors, every room being full. The upper rooms 
were cleared of their furniture, the fiddlers set up on their high 
seats in the corners, and a throng of happy couples made merry 
in all the country dances. Thus was the Wakes brought to a 
close each year in a burst of music and dancing; but the year 
1865 witnessed its departure for all time."

This account of Farnworth Wakes is based on 
the first-hand recollection of the person from whom 
Mr. .Poole received the tradition, and represents 
probably the best account which we are now likely 
to obtain of a custom which has been dead for fifty 
years.

The references to the Mock Corporation are 
slight, but significant, and the part said to be taken 
by the "bogus mayor" in welcoming the bear and 
its leader accounts for the peculiar decoration of 
the roll-case. Other allusions will present them­ 
selves as we examine the roll itself.

The roll is written on strips of parchment from 
3 to 6 inches in width, sewn together end to end,
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and measures as it now stands 59 feet 7 inches in 
length.

The earlier part of the document is well written, 
on good material, and is generally in a good state 
of preservation, but later there is evidence of care­ 
lessness and incompetence, shown in the imperfect 
entries, the gradually lessening width of the parch­ 
ment, and the clumsy manner in which the succes­ 
sive strips are fastened together. In the latter 
fourth part many entries are now illegible, having 
perhaps been written in bad ink.

Just at the commencement of the roll the parch­ 
ment is a good deal rubbed and worn, but, I think, 
not imperfect, and it seems clear that the first 
existing entry was really the first made, and that 
the record of the Mock Corporation, so far as this 
roll is concerned, began on October 18, 1714.

It is, on the other hand, quite evident that the 
roll is imperfect at the end. We can only say that 
the last entry now remaining is dated July 28, 1761. 
For those forty-seven years the roll appears to be 
complete.

For the first twenty-one years the entries are 
made all in one style, and probably all by one hand. 
But in later years the scribe is frequently changed, 
and finally the entries have sometimes the appear­ 
ance of signatures of the persons whose names are 
entered, and often of having been entered by any 
person, literate or illiterate, who might be at hand.

The first entry on the roll reads as follows :
Farnworth. 

1714. Thomas Blackburn elected May1 18th 8br.,

and the annual batch of names of freemen is al­ 
most invariably led by an entry in similar terms. 
Occasionally the entry is more formal:

18th October 1746.
Mr. Rich3 Williams of Liverpool duly elected Mayor of this 

Honourable Corporation of Farnworth.
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But the attempt at super-legal formality was not 
persisted in, and the simpler form continues to the 
end of the roll. And indeed there were years, 
about one in nine, when the election of Mayor, if 
it occurred, was not recorded at all.

The election of Mayor took place nearly always 
about the middle of October,1 which, Mr. Poole 
says, was about the date of the Farnworth Wakes.

In 1731 occurs the first record of any other 
officer besides the Mayor, when " Henry Wright 
Recorder " is entered in a very conspicuous manner. 
I suspect that this is the name of the scribe whom 
I have suggested as responsible for writing the first 
twenty-one years of the roll.

In 1749 appears the first entry of those other 
officials whom one would expect to find in this 
connection, and who continue to be recorded yearly 
afterwards. In 1751 the entry stands thus :

Mr. Ralph Holland of Liverpoole Mason and Architect 
was duly elected Mayor of and for this Honourable 
Corporation of Farnworth the 19th day of October
I75 1 -

His officers appointed by him as follows: 
Mr. John Fearon : Deputy Mayor. 
Mr. John Plumpton: The Mayor's Bailiff. 
Mr. Henry Forster : The Towns Bailiff. 
Mr. Ralph Forster: The Mace Bearer. 
Mr. John Wright: The Sword Bearer. 
Mr. Wm. Chaddwick: The Bellman, Toll-gatherer and 

Cryer.
Mr. Thomas Litherland: I rp,,  .. f   , j r-ii -ui -\ t The Musick. and . . . [illegible] J

The last-named pair of officers, The Musick, con­ 
tinue to be so designated all through, an earlier 
attempt to give them an official title having re­ 
sulted in the description "Muisioner." In 1760 
four Constables were added to the list. There is 
no record anywhere of any duties due or performed 
by any of the officials named.

1 In 1753 the election took place on June 16.
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The remainder of the names are those of the 
Freemen. The number of names, that is the 
number of new members admitted, each year 
varies very much. In the first year there were 
forty-nine, and the average for the forty-eight 
years was thirty-three, the total number on the 
roll being 1629. The majority were admitted, or at 
least entered, under the same date as the election 
of the Mayor, at what we may call the annual 
meeting. But entries were also made at other 
dates, at very irregular intervals, sometimes as 
many as twelve times in a year, and three times 
in one month. This implies pretty frequent sittings 
of the Corporation, because we need not suppose 
that new freemen were admitted at every meeting.

The freemen were of very various occupations 
and conditions, and I have hesitated over the choice 
of a way to convey some knowledge of this aspect 
of the membership short of analysing the whole list.

An analysis of the first year's entries will perhaps 
serve, as the list is fairly typical.

First as to place of residence. There are forty- 
nine names, and for five there is no place given. 
The others are ascribed as follows :

Warrington 
Bold 
Ditton 
Rainhill . 
Widnes 
Prescot 
Farnworth 
Liverpool . 
Penketh .

The proportion deriving from Warrington is prob­ 
ably above the average of other years, but the 
preponderance of names from the villages and 
towns round Farnworth, with a sprinkling of more 
distant places, is quite characteristic of the whole 
list.

8
8
8
3
2

2

2

2

I

Cuerdley .
Upton
Huyton
Croft
Manchester
Chorley .
London .
North Britain



34 Roll of the Mock Corporation of Farnworth

In this first year the condition or occupation of 
the freeman is given in less than half the cases. 
Afterwards it became more a rule to do so. An 
analysis of the twenty given shows the following :

Gentleman . . 8 Weaver . . 2
Doctor of Physic . i Sacking Weaver i
Clerk in Orders . i Grocer . . 2
Yeoman . . i Grocer and Draper i
Husbandman . . 2 Slater . . i

A somewhat longer list is furnished by the year 
1738-9. The forty-four occupations given are as 
follows :

Gentleman, 19 ; Clerk in Orders, i ; Attorney, i; Excise 
Officer, i ; Yeoman, i ; Husbandman, 4; Weaver, 
Butcher, Shoemaker, 2 each; Watchmaker, Watch- 
tool-maker, Dyer, Maltman, Mugger (i.e. Potter), 
Tailor, Tobacconist, Mercer, i each; Musician, 3.

The list records also from time to time the ad­ 
mission of the local officials, such as the Minister 
of Farnworth Chapel, the Steward and Deputy 
Steward of the Manor, the Warden of Farnworth 
(by which I understand the churchwarden), the 
Inland Revenue Officers, and the Master of Farn­ 
worth Grammar School.

The following is the sole example of the admis­ 
sion of an honorary member, the name being that of 
a man who was just then a popular idol, in whose 
honour more than a hundred medals had been 
struck:

1740. Nov. the 12 th. The Right Honourable Edward 
Vernon Esquire Admiral of the Blew now supposed 
to be in the West Indies.

The entry was repeated the following year in a 
form and for a reason which is not quite intelligible:

17 8 br. 1741. Admiral Vernon as a Complim* of th . . . 
for the Honour and Fee of Widnes.
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The roll being essentially a list of names, entries 
of proceedings and resolutions appear only as it 
were by accident and very seldom. The following 
extracts serve, however, to indicate some of the 
conditions of membership and other rules of the 
Corporation :

1753. James Tickel free. 
James Rice [?] free.

1756. Feb. ye 10 1756 maid free [the following] . . .
1751. Thos Chaffirst junr. sworn May 12 th .
1737. Alexander Britch of Farnworth sworn by Prox.
1752. [Name crossed out.] For want of paying his fee.
1742. Dec. 20. Be it enacted That this present day John 

Hunt of Widnes has paid the sum of One shilling 
for false challenge of a Freeman, which for the 
future to be the same for all persons making a False 
Challenge].

The last quotation is the only record of any re­ 
solution of the Corporation which occurs in the 
roll.

Up to this point we have found nothing incon­ 
sistent with the theory that this was a serious in­ 
stitution, although on the other hand we have met 
with nothing directly connected with any serious 
purpose it might pursue. But scattered amongst 
the dull and formal entries of the freemen, their 
names, addresses, and condition, we come upon 
an occasional word of burlesque description or of 
sarcastic comment, or an allusion to the sporting 
accompaniments of the gathering which, if I may 
be allowed the expression, gives the show away 
completely.

The following refer to the sports held during the 
Wakes:

1724. James Daniel Gentl Dog Lad of Warrington With
his horse Jonathan.

Samuel Finney Gentleman Deputy upon Captain 
Edmund Taylor Gentleman Whipper-in on Truby. 
Thomas Orrett Gentleman upon Madcap.
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1725. Mr. John Hayes Farrier in ordinary to the Gentlemen
Hunters in Warrington. 

Jonathan Egerton Bearward.
1729. Henry Wright of Farnworth upon the Arabian. 1 
1737. Mr. Lawrence Kay Junr one of the Gentlemen 

Hunters in Prescott upon his Horse Stanley for 
Ever. 

Mr. Thomas Loughton the same upon Talbot
Warren. 

1754. John Maser Bullward of West Derby.

The following entries, whilst few in number and 
widely scattered through the years, are suggestive 
of a good deal of which there is no record :

1730. Mr. Thomas Garnett of Bold Hall aged Seventy 7. 
1732. Joseph Son of Henry Thelwall aged Eleven years. 
1735. William son of Jonathan Frodsham aged six years. 
1757. John Forrest Scholar of Frodsham School.

Robert Wain : Ashley Scholar of Frodsham School. 
1731. Thomas Merry of Cuerdley an Infant.

Of course, it is possible to imagine serious reasons 
for allowing a child to take up the freedom of the 
Corporation, but about the mockery of the following 
there can be no doubt:

1717. Richard Bolton al[ia]s Silk and Buttons.
1731. Thomas Lawton of Warrington Tonser al[ia]s dictfus]

Esq.
1754. Thomas Pusey alias Parson [?]. 
1732. Mr. Hooton of Wigan a Duck for Ever. 
1735. Mr. Joseph Rigby of Farnworth catcht at last. 
1737. Nicholas lerns of Ditton Butcher and Gentleman. 
1742. Sir James Orrell of Warrington in the county of 

. Lancaster . . . Physition in Ordinary To the R' 
Honble. the Lord Hugh Topping. 2

1749. Mr. John Bradshaw the Drawer.
1750. Thomas Johnson of Liverpool Comick. 
1731. Mr. John Kelly of Warrington Cythareedius. 
1751. Mr. Wm Hutson Super Boy Seven foot two inches 

high.

Elected Recorder 1731.
Hugh Topping was elected Mayor six years earlier.
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There were other Mock Corporations in Lan­ 
cashire in the eighteenth century. The one held 
at Walton-le-Dale, which began and ended with 
the century, has been described by Mr. H. H. 
Barker. 1

The Mock Corporation of Sephton, which did 
not arise until 1764, was the subject of a paper read 
before the Society by Mr. Horley, 2 and the Mock 
Corporation of Rochdale, which flourished from 
1712 to 1737, was described by Mr. J. P. 
Earwaker. 3

This last was contemporary with the Farnworth 
Corporation, and there is another coincidence in 
that the sole evidence for its existence lies in a 
parchment roll, now amongst the Raines papers in 
the Chetham Library.

These three Mock Corporations were in principle 
somewhat similar to the one at Farnworth, but all 
held a much higher local status and aimed at a far 
more dignified style and procedure.

This difference only corresponds to the difference 
in the social position of the members in each case. 
For whilst the freemen of Farnworth were mostly 
tradesmen and professional men from the neigh­ 
bouring villages, the Sephton and Rochdale Cor­ 
porations were maintained by and for the wealthy 
merchants of Liverpool and Manchester respec­ 
tively, and the one at Walton-le-Dale was con­ 
trolled and supported by members of the chief 
families of Lancashire.

They were all, further, more of the nature of 
clubs, whilst membership of the Corporation of 
Farnworth was apparently obtainable merely by 
payment of a fee.

1 The Walton-le-Dale Mock Corporation, by H. H. Barker. 
Blackburn, 1874. 12°.

3 Trans. Hist. Soc., 1881-3, xxxiii., xxxiv. For a fuller account, 
see Gordon and Caroe's Sefton.

3 Trans. Hist. Soc., 1890, xl. p. 93.
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Another Mock Corporation, that of Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, was described to this society by Mr. 
Mayer. 1 This club was deliberately established 
about the year 1600 for the express purpose of 
burlesquing the proceedings of the real corporation 
of the town, as a protest against the arrangement 
under which that body was self-elected. It was 
carried on for 230 years, and was dissolved on 
the cessation of the grievance. It had thus no 
analogy, except in form, with the subject of our 
inquiry.

It is sometimes suggested that these Mock Cor­ 
porations, or some of them, were in reality Jacobite 
associations in disguise. However that may be 
elsewhere, there seems to be no justification for 
the theory in regard to the Farnworth Corporation 
or any of the others which I have mentioned, al­ 
though Mr. Earwaker says, without offering any 
evidence, that the Rochdale Corporation was "very 
possibly Jacobite in character."

If we must seek an origin for the Mock Corpora­ 
tion of Farnworth in some real institution, I can 
only inquire whether there might be in it any sur­ 
vival or tradition of the early Manorial Borough 
which existed in Farnworth in the fifteenth cen­ 
tury, 2 but of which, so far as I know, no other relics 
survived.

Two entries on the Roll, some twelve years 
before the first appearance there of the Mayor's 
officers, suggest a connection with, or a recognition 
of the existence of, the Manor Court. The sug­ 
gestive phrases occur in the description of two

1 Trans. Hist. Sac., 1851, iii. p. 126.
1 It would appear that in the Middle Ages a borough and market 

had been established at Farnworth ; for there are incidental notices, 
such as "the eight burgages . . . held ... in 1447 . . . and the 
zod. for stallage collected in 1426. . . ." Land "near the burgage 
of Nicholas Pecket in Farnworth " is named in Bold D. (Warr.), G. 
54.  V.C.H. Lanes., iii. 389.
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freemen, and do not refer to officers appointed 
by the Corporation :

1730. Mr. Richard Wickstead, Deputy Steward of this
Court. 

Mr. Joseph Johnson Bayliff Serjeant of this Court.

The "imperfection of the record" is in this Roll 
so very marked that these may be only the first 
hints of the existence of the Mayor's officers, but 
if it is permissible to suppose that the Corporation 
of the Manorial Borough was carried on in close 
connection with the Court Leet of the Manor of 
Widnes (which sat at Farnworth), then is it not 
possible that when the Manor Court, which served 
only the interests of the lord, began to lapse for 
want of business, the meetings of the Corporation, 
which was a more democratic institution, might 
survive, and the social side of the assembly be 
continued under some such form as is represented 
by this Roll ?

The following is a transcript of the Roll:

[i7i]4 Farnworth
Mr Thomas Blackburn Elected Mayr i8 th 8 br 

Freemen
Robert Bromley of Warrington in Coin Lane Gentleman
Thomas [Horrabin] of Rainhill Slater
John [Horrabin] of Bold Husbandman
Thomas Atherton of Bold Weaver
John Atherton of Bold Weaver
John Sutton of Bold Husbandman
Edward Chorley Doctor of Physick
Alex'er Chorley of Manchester Grocer
Thomas Merrick of Warrington Grocer
Oliver Atherton of Rainhill Sacking Weaver
Henry Richmond Clerk
Aylesse Henry Richmond Gentleman
Peter Rollinson of Widnes Grocer and Draper
John Brannand of Liverpoole Gentleman
Thomas Blinstone of Liverpoole
Thomas Blackburne Junr of Bold Heath
John Fearnhead of Warrington
Thomas Page of the Same
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Thomas Gandey of the Same
James Card of North Brittain
J ohn Kelsall of Warrington
John Banner of Ditton f
John Hatton of the Same x
Edward Smith of Rainhill
John Woodcock of Warrington
Peter Atherton of Ditton
Richard Byram of Penketh
William Miller of London Gentleman
John Linaker of Widnes Gentleman
Edward Gandy of Warrington
James Rawlinson of Chorley
Thomas Stott of Prescott
William Blinstone of Farnworth
Edward Lightfoot of Cuerdley
Mr. Bean Rigby of Prescott ,
Richard Appleton of Farnworth
Richard Nichols of Warrington
John Miller of Upton
Joseph Harrison of Ditton
Benjamin Harrison of the Same
John Hawcksie of the Same
Henry Hawcksie of the Same
Joseph Blackburn of Bold Hall
Peter Deakin of Bold
Matthew Greenhall of the Same
George Dawson of Ditton
John Harrington of Huyton Gentleman
Peter Deakin of Croft Yeoman
Thomas Bretturgh Gentleman
Daniel Lawton Gentleman

1715. Charles Harrington Esq Elected Mayr I5th 8 br. 
Freemen

Henry Brook of Norton Gentleman 
Thomas Maybin of Prescott Innkeeper 
John Lawrenton of the Same Surgeon Barber 
Edward Vaudrey of Warrington Gentleman 
Peter Houghton of Prescott Glazier 
William Fleetwood Blacksmith 
Thomas Barrow Warden of Farnworth 
Richard Woods of Ditton 
John Southwaiht of Huyton 
John Naylor of the Same 
John Mainwaring of Chester Esquire 
Ralph Taylor of Warrington

I
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John Halliwell of Pikehouse 
' Edwd Lord de Mook 

Thomas Wright de Tarvin 
T: Bayley de Qgcleton
Nicholas Concliffe of Liverpoole Merchant 
Ralph Fogg of Blackred Chapman 
James Smith of Preston in Amondernes D" 
Nathan Hesketh of Smethins Deane

1716. Rolf Fishivick of Northwich in Coin Chesf Chirurg"
Elected May1' 2oth 9 br. 

Freemen
John Abraham of Tarbock Watchmaker
James Ashton of Penketh Cientleman
Thomas Rowlinson de Lymne Gentleman
Robert Adamson Gentleman
William Downall of Prescott Butcher
George Harrison of Ditton Yeoman
John Hawcksie of Tarbock Yeoman
John Woods Grocer
William Platt of Burtonwood Tanner
Peter Hall of Brownsland in Cheshire Gentleman
William Kidd of Widnes Sail Canvis Weaver
James Frith of Anderton Linnen Weaver
James Platt of Bold Husbandman
William Frith of Anderton Cotton Weaver
The Reverend Mr William Brownell
Mr Peers Bolton Chirurgeon
John Robinson of Penketh Linnen Weaver
Elishe Cobham of Liverpoole Sale maker
John Patton of Widnes Linnen Weaver
George Medley Dancing Master
Thomas Tarbock of Widnes Taylor
Thomas Tatlock of Prescott Gentleman

1717. Tho : Maykin of Prescott Gcntl. Elected May 1' ioth 8 br. 
Freemen

Richard Lightfoot of Cuerdley Yeoman 
George Platt of Hale wood Yeoman 
Robert Rigby of Warrington Tanner 
John Lunt of Great Sankey Husbandman 
Richard Bolton ats Silk and Buttons 
Robert Livesly of Liverpoole Tobacconist 
Peter Alien of Prescott 
Ralph Wright of Warrington Gentleman 
James Heyes of Tarbock Carpender 
Henry Lawton of Prescott Gentleman
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Henry Bryers of Prescott
Joseph Dagnall of Prescott
John Seddon of Prescott Malster
Francis Morton of Tillson Gentleman
Gualter Kewquick

1718. Josua Wainwright of Hale-wood Gentleman Elected 
Mayr 18th 8 br.

Freemen
Isaac Stoakes of Longsdale Westmoreland
Edward Richardson of Liverpoole
Thomas Marshall of the Same Gentleman
Ralph Smith of Hindley Fustianman
Thomas Derbyshire of Moor in Cheshire Gentl
Thomas Rigby of Ditton Taylor
Mr Millington Middlehurst of Manchester Mercer
Mr Robert Carrington of the Same Fustian-man
Mr William Dunbavon of Winwick Clark
Mr James Barton of Ormskirk Clock-maker
Mr John Corless of Mean Field
Mr Hugh Taylor of Woolston
Mr John Ellam of Winwick Innkeeper
Mr Peter Ashworth of Liverpoole Organist
Mr James Marsh of the Same Marriner
Mr James Crabtree of Prescott
Mr Ralph Urmston of Liverpoole Hustandn'

1719. M" Ralph Urmston Elected Mayr i7 th 8 br. 
Freemen

John Bold of Bold Yeoman
Roger Silcock of Liverpoole Innkeeper
William Barrow of Hale Bank Yeoman
Daniel Wainwright Marriner
Peter Howard Linnen-Weaver
Robert Asbrook
John Hawcksey
Thomas Shaw of Liverpoole
Mr Ambrose Egeworth of Egerson in Com' Longford in

Ireland
Thomas Son of John Hatton of Warrington Malster 
Richard Bushell of Widnes Blacksmith 
Ralph Tyrer of Ditton 
Thomas Hilton of Bold 
James Plumpton of Widnes
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1720. Mr Edwd Lightfoot Elected Mayr 15*" 8br. 
Freemen

Thomas Whitfield
Docr Thomas Wilbraham of Warrington
Mr Peter Latchford of Crowton in Com' Cestr'.
Mr Peter Winstanley of Warrington Malster
Edward Smith of Maghull Gentleman
Edward Tatlock of Kirkby Gentleman
Thomas Howard of Knowsley Gentleman
Richard Tildesley of Maghull Innkeeper
Mr Thos Kelley of the Isle of Man Merchant
Ralph Lightfoot of Cuerdley
John Bitty of Liverpoole Chapman
John Greene of Farnworth Innkeeper
John Adams of Wilts Gentleman
Anthony Watson of Abby Holme Cumberland

Merchant
Wright Tempest de Stoke in Com' Surr' Ar' 
Mr Thomas Shaw Clerk to Mr Dodd of Prescott 
Edward Appleton of Farnworth Brewster 
Thomas Kidd of Widnes Linnen Weaver 
Henry Pearce of Ditton Hatchellor 
William Earle of the Same Linnen Weaver 
Thomas Harrison of Cronton Linnen Weaver

1722. M' John Hawcksey Elected Mayr . 
Freemen

William Harrison of Ditton
William Carter of the Same
John Chaddock of the Same Husbandman
Matthew Bold of Bold Watchmaker
William Molyneux of Hale bank Goldsmith
William Denton of the Same Goldsmith
Richard Denton of Widnes Husbandman
John Denton of the Same Husbandman
John Blacknehead of Ditton Husbandman
John Burch Junr of Sankey Yeoman
Jame Penketh of Widnes Yeoman
Thomas Parr of Speake Blacksmith
Thomas Blundell of Prescott Gentleman
Edward Banks of Eccleston
S. Stubis School-Master of the Hill Cliff Com' Cestr'
Thomas Warburton of Sheffield Iron-Monger
William Platt Junr of Rainhill
John Roughsedge of Bold
Richard Plumpton of Northwich
William Litler of the Same


