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THE EDGEWORTH PALSTAVE

By Bannister Grimshaw

'HPHE palstave was found in October 1908 whilst 
-L cutting a trench for a sewer across the highway 

opposite to the building which was in former days 
the Wheat Sheaf Inn, but was in 1872 converted 
into the first of the "houses" of what is now the 
village of the National Children's Home and 
Orphanage in Edgeworth Moors, some half-dozen 
miles from the town of Bolton. The district is 
rich in antiquarian matters, but as yet is practically 
unexplored.

At what depth the palstave was buried is not 
known, as it was found in a clod of clay thrown out 
of the trench, which was about four feet deep. The 
weapon is about seven inches in length, and is in a 
good state of preservation. Sir John Evans and 
other antiquarians have examined it, and consider 
it an excellent example and of great antiquity, an 
opinion corroborated by the Curator of the British 
Museum, who fixed its age as being of the fourteenth 
or fifteenth century B.C. Adding considerably to its 
interest is the fact that the bitumen with which the 
weapon was affixed to its haft yet adheres, smooth 
and glossy, in each of the grooves to the stop ridge. 
After some thirty-four centuries we do not appear 
able to improve the form of the axe and the mode 
of fixing, for the flange and stop ridge are a better 
idea than the axe-eye for securing the weapon to its
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haft There seems to have been actual retrogres 
sion in the art of hardening or tempering the softer 
metals of which palstaves are composed. Compari 
sons with modern workmanship are therefore not 
altogether in favour of our own time. The illus 
trations are from photographs by Dr. R. T. Bailey.


