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THE MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS IN
HAWARDEN PARISH CHURCH

By W. Bell Jones

THE parish church of St. Deiniol, Hawarden,
probably dates from the thirteenth century, but
with the exception of a tombstone or coffin lid of
about that date, of which a drawing is here in-
serted,! it presents no object of any great antiquity.
There are several reasons which account for this.
No doubt this church, in common with others,
suffered heavily at the time of the * Great Pillage,”
as it certainly did during the Commonwealth period,
when the ancient stained glass, and probably much
else, was destroyed.” Again in 1742 the church
underwent a ‘ renovation,” which consisted of plaster
and whitewash and the removal of old woodwork.
In 1816 further “improvements” were effected, the
remains of the old rood screen being then removed,
while to complete the devastation a fire occurred in
1857, which practically left nothing standing save
the tower and the walls. These circumstances
account for the meagreness of ancient memorials
in a church with a history covering at least 700
years and in close proximity to an old border
castle, the scene of many stirring events, and the

1 The stone is 31 inches long, 12 inches wide at the top and g inches
at the bottom. It was used as a gravestone in 1777, but it is now
placed in the church porch.

2 See Phillips, Civel War in Wales and the Marckes.
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home of the Montalts, Stanleys, and other noble
families.

In recording the various memorial inscriptions
now remaining in the church, the first place may be
given to those of the Ravenscrofts of Bretton. The
family settled in the parish about the year 1440,
being an offshoot of an ancient Cheshire family,
which became divided into three branches, viz. the
Ravenscrofts of Ravenscroft, of Bretton, and of
Pickhill. About the above-mentioned date Hugh
Ravenscroft of Ravenscroft was steward of the
lordships of Hawarden, Hopedale, and Mold. He
married Isabel, daughter and heiress of Ralph
Holland of Bretton-in-Hawarden, so founding the
Bretton branch. Of their seat, known as Bretton
Hall, nothing now remains but a moated area, 38
yards by 33 yards, square in shape, with rounded
corners, and entirely surrounded by water. At the
north-west corner are a few stones, the foundation
of the walls of the hall. The various members of
the family took an active part in county and
parochial affairs, as sheriffs, members of Parlia-
ment, churchwardens, and feoffees of the grammar
school. The will of Henry Ravenscroft (May 17,
1486) directed that he should be buried in the
parish church at Hawarden, and left money to the
church for Masses, six white candles for his funeral,
six purple altar-cloths, and other bequests. The
Hawarden parish registers have over one hundred
entries relating to this family between the years
1585 and 1700.

It is said of Thomas, the father of George
Ravenscroft (No. 1), that riding though the village
of Dodleston, near to Bretton Hall, he was at-
tracted by a small boy playing by the roadside.
Mr. Ravenscroft made inquiries as to the boy's
parentage, and found that he was the natural son
of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley, Cheshire, by a
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certain Alice Sparke. He communicated with the
Egertons, who had the boy educated, and he eventu-
ally became the famous Lord Chancellor Egerton,
Viscount Brackley. The chancellor’s first wife
was Elizabeth, daughter of his benefactor Thomas
Ravenscroft. George Ravenscroft, son of this
Thomas by Katherine Grosvenor of Eaton, appears
to be fifth in descent from the founder of the Bretton
or Hawarden branch. He increased his estate by
marriage with Dorothy, daughter and heiress of
John Davies of Broadlane, constable of Hawarden
Castle. The marriage agreement is dated 1549. He
bought land in Hawarden and Dodleston parishes in
1561 from Thomas Bunbury of Stanney, and was
knight of the shire for Flint in 1563. In 1573 the
Norroy King of Arms confirmed to him the arms
borne by the ancient house of Ravenscroft in the
following words :

“ Being required to make search in the registers and records
of my office for the arms belonging to the name and family
whereof George Ravenscroft of Bretton is descended, I find him
to be the son and heir of Thomas Ravenscroft, son of George,
son of Raulf, son of Henry, son of Hugh Ravenscroft and of
Isabel his wife, daughter and one of the heirs of Raulf Holland
and Rose his wife, daughter and heir of John Scavington, son of
William Scavington and Mary his wife, daughter and heir of
Hugh Brickhull: "So that finding the true and perfect descent,
I could not, without his great prejudice, assign unto him any
other arms and creaste than those which are to him descended
from his ancestors, that is to say: Quarterly, in the first (for
Ravenscroft) Silver a chevron between three ravens heads erazed
Sable ; the seconde (for Hollande) Azure a lion rampant semy
Slower de luces Silver ; the third (for Skavington) Silver, three
bulls heads, erazed Sable; the fourth (for Brickhull), Saéle
three garbs within a border Golde ; in the fifth (for Swetenham),
Silver on a bend Vert three spades Silver the irons Sable; the
laste quarter as the firste. And to the Creaste, Stending on a
chapean Gules a lion passant hole faced Silver mantled Gules dubled
Silyer.”

No. 1. A plain round-topped marble tablet on the
wall of the south aisle :
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GEORGIVS
RAVENSCROFTE
ARMIGER ANTIQVA GENEROSA STIRPE
oRIVNDVS E DOROTHEA F ET HEREDE
Jonannis DAVIES ARMIGER ; VXORE CHARISS
LIBEROS I2 . SVSCEPIT, FILIOS NOVEM ET TRES
FILIAS QVORVM SEX THOMAM SCILICET, GVLIELMYV,
RapvipavM, EDWARDV, ROGERVM, ET ANTONIVM,
(PATRE OPTIMO ORBATOS) SVPERSTITES RELIQVIT PVBLICI
VICECOMITIS MILITIS PRO PARLIAMENTO CVSTODIS
ROTVLORVM ET PACIS MVNIA MAGNA CVM LAVDE GESSIT
DEVM SANCTE €OLVIT : FIDE IN AMICOS . ET PROMIXOS
CHARITATE EXIMIA CLARVIT . TANDEMQ; SVB CERTA
RESVRRECTIONIS IN CHRISTO SPE VITAM FRAGILEM
CVM . ETERNA . MVTAVIT MaAIj . 28 . ANo. DNI1. 1592.
svoQ; CLIMACTERICO.
Hic PECCATORIS MISERI JACET (ECCE) CADAVER,
QveEM CHRISTI SANGVIS PROFVSVS . MORTE REDEMIT,
PETRA FVIT FIDEI PRETIOSZE ET . VICTIMA VITZE,
ET MEA SPES IN QVA MORIENS EXPECTO SALVTEM
PECCAVI FATEOR GRAVITER PECCATAQ; FLEVI,
MAjor coMissis CHRISTI EST MISERATIO NOSTRIS.
Hoc MONVMENTV DESIGNAVIT FIERI IN MEMORIAM
PATRIS ET . svi 1PSIvS GVLIELMVS RAVENSCROFTE
ARMIGER CVRA ET EXPENSIS FRATRIS ET EXECV-
TORIS SVI ANTONIJ RAVENSCROFTE ARMIGERI.

Of the sons mentioned on the above tablet:
Thomas succeeded to the Bretton and Broadlane
estates ; he purchased the manor and other estates
in Dodleston, was sheriff of Flintshire 1595 and
1607, patent clerk of the Enrolments 1604, and
married Katherine, daughter of Sir Roger Brereton,
knight, of Halghton. William was a barrister of
Lincoln’s Inn, clerk of the Petty Bag, M.P. for
Flintshire and Old Sarum; died October 27, 1628.
Ralpk had an appointment under the Great Seal to
be an escheator of Flintshire. Zdward married first,
Mary Hockenhall; and secondly, Anne Griffith,
daughter of William Griffith of Aston, and co-heir
with her sister Dorothy, wife of William Dymocke,
of the Moor, Hawarden. ZRoger, M.A. and in holy
orders, was prebendary of Chester Cathedral 1599
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and rector of Dodleston 1616. His son, Thomas
Ravenscroft, was a musician of some distinction,
graduated Mus.Bac. at Cambridge in 1607, when
he was 15 years old, and before he was of age began
to publish music. In the composition of his book
of Psalms he was assisted by John Milton (father of
the poet), Tallis, and others. Anthony was a cap-
tain in the Irish wars.

No. 2. A white marble tablet on the north wall
of the chancel, inscribed :

Here lies the Body of
Thomas Ravenscroft :
of Broadlane in the County of Flint Esq.
The only Son of Edward Ravenscroft Esq.
who departed this life the 3rd day of
May An° Do 1698
in the 28th year of his age.
In the year 1691 he married Honora
the only daughter of Ralph Sneyd of
Keel Hall in the County of Stafford Esq.
by whom he had issue one Son Thomas
and three daughters Honora, Catherine, and Ann,
he died in the Service of his Country a Memb*
of Parliament, and lamented by all who knew
him ; he was a kind Husband & Father
Just to his word and Friend
Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus
tam chari capitis
Here lyeth also the Body of his only Son
Thomas Ravenscroft
who was born after his death
and deceased the 3rd of June
An Dom 1698

The above Thomas Ravenscroft was sheriff of
Flintshire in 1692, during part of which year he had
a licence, signed by King William, to be absent
from the country. In 1692-3 Edward Ravens-
croft, the play writer, dedicated his Anatomist to
this Thomas Ravenscroft. His widow® married

! Her father, Ralph Sneyd, married Frances, a daughter of Sir John

Dryden of Canons Ashby, who was first cousin to John Dryden the

poet. I am obliged for this information to General Sneyd of Ash-
combe Park, Leek.
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the Rev. John Davies, D.D., of Shrewsbury, second
son of Mutton Davies of Gwysaney.

Nos. 3, 4. Two stones in the floor of the Whitley
Chancel, now partly covered and placed end to end;
originally they were side by side, as is shown in
the last two lines of the inscriptions, which read
across, forming the sentence.

Primam jam assectus
Secundam expectans Resurectionem
Hic jacet

Inclytae prosapiae ac virtutis vir
Thomas Ravenscroft de Bretton Armiger
Obijt proh dolor 8°
et Sepultus fuit
4° Calendarrum Julij
Anno aetatis Suae 60
Anno Salutis nostrae
1678
In vita fuerunt
non sunt Separati

In fide Resurectionis ad.vitam aeternam
Depositum
Corpus Illustris ilius Faeminae
Dmeé Margarettae Ravenscroft
Uxoris
Dum fata tulerunt
Amplisimi illius viri
Thomae Ravenscroft de Bretton Armigeri
perpulchra prius Condecoratae Sobole
Hanc
et Pater et Proles magna Comitante Caterva
Maestis hic reposuerunt lachrymis
obijt (fari dolet)
Decimo die Augusti
Anno aetatis Suae 59
Anno Dom’i
1670
Dilectissimi et jucundissimi
et in morte.

The above Thomas Ravenscroft, born in 1618,
was usually styled “ Colonel.” He was a Par-
liamentarian, and acted as sheriff of Flintshire in
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1649. He held Hawarden Castle for the Parliament.
Being restored to favour at the Restoration, he was
made D.L. for the county in 1674. His wife Mar-
garet was daughter of William Salisbury of Rug
in Merionethshire, who was governor of Denbigh
Castle. They had issue eight sons and four daugh-
ters. The fourth daughter, Dorothy, was buried
in Hawarden Church, and a memorial with the
following inscription was placed on her grave, but
is not now in existence :

D.O.M.
Memoriae Sacrum
Spe surgendi hic jacet Dorothea Ravenscroft
Virgo pientissima filia Thomae Ravenscroft de
Bretton Arm. Quae tamen virtute magis quam natalium
Splendore claruit quae gravi et diuturno
Morbo confecta firma in Christo fide et
Invicta animi patientia in Coelestem patriam
demigravit. Cum vixisset annos 54.
Obiit die Julii 24
Anno Salutis
1694
Ad cujus perpetuam memoriam mzastissima
Sua Soror Francisca Wilbraham hoc multis
cum lachrymis posuit et consecravit
Dormit non mortua est.

No. 5. A tablet on the south wall of the nave
commemorates Elizabeth Booth, granddaughter of
Robert Ravenscroft (1589-. . .). Her mother
Anne married her cousin Nathaniel Booth, brother
of George Lord Delamere, fourth son of William
Booth by Vere, daughter of the Hon. Sir Thomas
Egerton, heir of Lord Chancellor Egerton. The
inscription reads:

Near this place lye the remains of Elizabeth Boothe daughter
of Nathaniel Boothe of Mottram in the County of Chester who
departed this life the 22nd of June 1736 in the 84th year of
her age.

She was a person of most unexceptionable behaviour Univer-
sally beneficent, and universally beloved. She considered herself
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an accountable creature, a servant of the all seeing God, and did
her best to appear acceptable in His sight.

Her cheerfulness increased with her days, for every day added
to the number of her good works, and may this truth be regarded
by all, viz. that nothing can make old age supportable, but the
cordial reflections of a well spent youth.

The Righteous see no terror in the face of death, to them he
has no sting, this made her smile at his approach, and she -
embraced him as the welcome usher to the blissful regions.

You who would so die,
So live.

The Evatt! or Evote family, it is said, came
originally from Lincolnshire. A Robert Evatt was
living at Keyworth in Leicestershire in 1545 ; his
son Thomas was ordained priest by the Bishop of
London in 1589; another son (Richard) was
rector of St. Mary’s, Stamford, and chaplain
to Thomas Cecil, first Earl of Exeter. Richard’s
brother John, who was nominated to the deanery
of Elphin Cathedral in 1613 by James I, married
Joan Badger, and. their son Edward is the subject
of the following memorial brass. He served under
the Duke of Ormonde in Ireland, and in 1647 was
appointed captain to command a troop of the “ New
Horse.” About 1650 he removed his family to
North Wales, and settled them at Kelsterton, near
Flint. At the Restoration he returned to Ireland,
and was attached to Colonel Howard's troop of
horse. Various references are made to him in the
State papers of the period, and in 1667 he received
a grant of £870 in lieu of grants of land, as an
officer before 1649. - While living at Flint he was
interested in coal mining. His first wife died there,
and he then married Dorothy Ravenscroft, of Aston
Hall, Hawarden, and removed to the Killens in
this parish. Here he again became interested in
coal mining in Shotton township, and also took an

! The Evatt arms are : Argent six escallops in pile sable. Lieut.-
Colonel Evatt has supplied me with information about his family.
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active part in parish affairs. He was twice church-
warden and feoffee of the grammar school. His
legacy to the parish, recorded on the brass, was
invested unfortunately, and is now lost.

No. 6. A brass near the vestry door on the north
wall of the chancel, inscribed :

To the Memory of Major Edward Evatt who dyed ye XII day
of May in ye year of our Lord 1683 Who in his Sevral Capacities
discharged the duty of a good Souldier a loving husband a
Charitable Christian, Ye first his early and long Services for his
King, Ye Second his Surviveing relict, and Ve last his own works
Can Testifie Amongst which ye perpetual use of fifty pounds a
Year, towards ye releif of twenty poore widdows deserve to be
Mentioned and Dorothy Evatt his widdow has Caused it to be
transcribed on his Tomb that neither ye poore may be robbed

of his Charity nor posterity loose ye benefit of so good an
example.

He hath dispersed & given to ye poore,
And his Righteousness remaineth for Ever.
Psalm cxii vers ix.

Willet, in his Hzstory of Hawarden (1822), says
that, according to the earliest records of the Whitley
family, Richard Whitley married Margery, daughter
and heiress of William Messam, son of Robert, son
of Richard, son of Harry de Messam, by his wife,
the daughter and heiress of Richard Aston, son of
Adam Aston, who was living in 1268. Aston Hall
was the family seat. John Whitley, the third in
descent from Richard, married Constance, daughter
of Piers Stanley of Ewloe, descended from Sir
William Stanley of Hooton. The estate eventually
became the property of Charles Dundas, M.P., of
Barton Court, Berkshire, by his marriage with the
heiress, Anne Whitley ; their only daughter, Jane
Whitley Dundas, married James Deans, an admiral
in the Navy, who assumed the names of Whitley
Dundas in addition to that of Deans. Aston Hall*
and the estate passed by purchase to the late W. E.

1 See Appendix I.
M
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Gladstone, and. now form part of the Hawarden
estate.

The south chancel in the parish church, known
as the Whitley Chancel, belonged to the family, but
in 1817 Charles Dundas, Esq., gave it to the parish,
retaining only the rights of burial and the preserva-
tion of its monuments.

No. 7. On the south wall of the Whitley Chancel
is a finely carved marble tablet, surmounted by a
shield with two helmets, above which are the Whitley
and Brereton crests. On the shield are the arms of
Whitley impaling those of Brereton :

Underneath rests ye body
of Thomas Whitley
of Aston in ye County
of Flint Esq. and also
of Elizabeth his 2nd wife
daughr. to Roger
Brereton of Halgton in
Ye Same County Esq*
he dyed January ye 3rd 1650
She dyed January ye 3oth 1667
by her he had 5 Sons, Roger,
Richard, John, Ralph and Peter
And five daughters Elizabeth
Eleanor, Mary, Anne, and Sidney
In the Same grave also
lyes ye body of their daughter
Anne Whitley who died
Sept” 11 1692 and the bodies
of their daught™ Sidney Whitley
Who dyed March 3ist 1712.

Thomas Whitley was sheriff of Flint in 1637.
He married first, Dorothy, daughter of Thomas
Ravenscroft of Bretton (1600); secondly, Elizabeth,
daughter of Roger Brereton of Halghton.! By his
first wife he had issue a son Thomas and a daughter
Katherine ; by his second wife five sons and five

1 In the year 1630 Ralph Brereton, citizen and haberdasher of
London, brother-in-law of Thomas Whitley, left £250 to the poor
of Hawarden,
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daughters. He compounded for his estate for
A125. By the marriage of his eldest son Z/%omas,
the families of Ravenscroft of Bretton, Stanley of
Ewloe, and Whitley of Aston became united. Of
the other sons, Roger, the second (see No. g), had
a career of some distinction, as will be seen later.
Richard was killed in the defence of Hawarden
Castle, being a captain of foot in the service of
Charles 1. Jokn, a colonel of foot in the same
service, was slain at the defence of Conway. Ralpk
was Constable of Flint Castle in 1664. Of the
daughters, Elizabeth married at Hawarden Edward
Morgan of Golden Grove, Flintshire, who was
killed at the battle of Winnington Bridge in the
Cheshire Rising in 1659, and was buried at
Hawarden. Mary married Dr. Angel, the third
son of Dr. Angel of Crowhurst and Elizabeth his
wife, daughter of Sir Robert Edolph. Prior to the
fire in 1857 the following inscription was on one of
the memorials then destroyed :

Here lyeth ye bodies of
Robert Angel D*. of Physicke
Son of John Angel
of Crowhurst in the County of Surrey
he died Jany. 20 1703
Also
Mary his wife daughter of
Thomas Whitley of Aston
in the County of Flint. Esqr.
by Elizabeth his Seconde wife
daughter of Roger Brereton of Holton
in the County of Flint, Esqr.

She dyed ye Seventh day of June 1704
They had one child who dyed
a year old and was named
John
And was buried in ye Same Chancel.

Dr. Angel resided and practised in Chester, and
he and his wife were evidently in favour with
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Dr. Thomas Cartwright, the Jacobean Bishop of
Chester.!

The youngest- daughter, Sydney, who died in
1712, unmarried, left 450 to the poor of St. Peter’s
parish, Chester.

No. 8. A small oval brass on the south wall of
the Whitley Chancel :

Hic
indubitata Spe
Lete Resurrectionis
Deposuit exuvias Mortales
Robertus Whitley
de Aston Armiger qui
obijt decimo quinto die
Novembris Ao Dom 1686
ATATISq; SUZE 74°

Not much is known of the above Robert. He
had a daughter Anne, baptized in 1659, and his
name appears as one of the justices of the peace
in 1680.

Colonel Roger Whitley, on the other hand, com-
memorated by the following epitaph, was a man of
more than ordinary ability. He was a soldier of
distinction, a courtier and confidant of kings, a
popular democratic mayor and member of Parlia-
ment. He obtained high rank in the army of
Charles I. The grant of Arms? gives the following
interesting account of his achievements: first at
Kenton field as commander of infantry; then at
Lichfield, Roundway-down, Bristol, Gloucester,
Newbury, and Newark as commander of a squadron
of a cavalry; he showed great skill and resource.
Later he held the Castle of Aberystwith against
Cromwell’s troops for seven months,® only capitulat-
ing by the King’s command. He also fought in
Scotland, and finally went into exile with Charles 11,

! See the bishop’s Dzary, printed by the Camden Society.

¥ See Appendix 11I.
3 See Phillips, Civil War in Wales.
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being appointed Knight Harbinger to that monarch.
On the eve of the Restoration he was deputed to
carry the King’s orders into Cheshire, and had
much to do with the rising in that county under
Lord Delamere. He also placed a garrison in
Hawarden Castle, and induced some of his old
Hawarden friends to take part in the rising. At
the Restoration, among other favours he received
from the King the chapel and hospital of St. John,
Chester, an ancient institution which had been
destroyed during the Civil War, and which the
colonel rebuilt. He was elected member of
Parliament for Flint Boroughs in 1660, represent-
ing that constituency until the last Parliament of
Charles II. In 1687, not approving of the Court
policy, he was returned Whig Member for Chester,
of which city he was also four times Mayor (1692-5).
Among the Chester Corporation plate is a hand-
some silver ewer given by Alderman Colonel Roger
Whitley in 1680. He resided at Peel Hall, near
Tarvin, and from the frequent mention of his name
in Bishop Cartwright’s diary, he evidently took an
active part in the social as well as the political life of
the city and country. He entertained William III
at Peel Hall when that monarch was on his way to
Ireland. He possessed an estate in Northop (Flint)
which descended to the Earl of Plymouth, and
was afterwards sold to the Grosvenor family. His
son Thomas was member of Parliament for Flint
Boroughs in 1681 and 1690. A daughter Henrietta
Maria married Sir Michael Biddulph of Elmhurst
(second Baronet and M.P. for Lichfield); she
had a fortune of %8000, and was buried in West-
minster Abbey on October 15, 1689. His daughter
Elizabeth married Sir John Mainwaring of Peover,
Cheshire.

A portrait of Colonel Whitley was in the posses-
sion of the Rev. C. W. S. Stanhope of Crowton
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Vicarage, Northwich, in 1879, but its present where-
abouts are not known.

No. 9. A marble monument over the door of the
Whitley Chancel, surmounted by a shield bearing
the Whitley arms and an inescutcheon on which is
the lion of England passant guardant :!

Near this place lieth
interred the body of
Colonel Roger Whitley
late of Peel in the County of Chester
eldest son of Thomas Whitley, Esq.
of Aston in this Parish by Elizabeth Brereton
his second wife
He married Charlotte sister of the Right Honorable
Charles Gerard, Earl of Macclesfield
and had by her issue three sons and six daughters viz.
Gerard, Thomas, Roger, Elizabeth, Charlotte,
Henrietta Maria, Penelope, Jane and Anne
He died July 17th, 1697
This monument was erected to his memory
by his grand-daughters Charlotte and Elizabeth Mainwaring
daughters of Sir John Mainwaring
of Peover in the County of Chester, Bart.
and Elizabeth Whitley
1722.

No. 10. The east window of the Whitley Chancel
has the following :

In memory of C. J. Whitley Deans Dundas of Aston Hall in
this Parish, formerly of the Coldstream Guards and M.P. for
the Borough of Flint, who died April 11, 1856, aged 45 years.
Erected by his friends and relations 1859.

No. 11. A brass on the south wall of the Whitley
Chancel :
Depositum

Johannis Priczi S. T. P. Johannis Priczei de Rhiwlas Ar.
Filii natu Minoris
Novi Collegii apud Oxonienses olim Socii
Postea Ecclesiee Assavensis Praebendarii
Qui

Natalium splendorem, Pietate in Deum minime fucati

1 See Appendix 1I.






