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LANCASTER JOTTINGS III

DR. WILLIAM MARSHALL
'""PHERE is something puzzling about the career 

-L of William Marshall, Doctor of Physic, some 
time vicar of Lancaster and freeman of the borough. 

In the Lancaster parish registers the following 
marriage is recorded: "7 Dec. 1618, Tobie Mar 
shall and Anne Townson." From what appears 
later, it is reasonable to suppose that the husband 
came of a Low Furness stock. The wife seems to 
have been of the Lancaster Townsons. 1 The couple 
appear to have moved away from the town to 
Boroughbridge and then to London, as the follow 
ing record of their son's admission to St. John's 
College, Cambridge, shows:

William Marshall, son of Toby Marshall, porter (portani), of 
the parish of St. Katherine Coleman's, London; born at Borough- 
bridge in Yorkshire; school, private in Leaden Hall, London 
(Mr. Brathwait), for four years. Admitted sizar under the Master 
[Dr. Wm. Beale], for his surety Mr. Fetter, 20 September 1636, 
aged 15.2

Marshall proceeded in due course to the degrees 
in Arts (B.A. 1640), and then studied medicine, 
taking the doctor's degree in i6^2. s Before this 
time, however, on the assumption that the vicar 
and the physician are identical, he had been placed 
in charge of the parish church of Lancaster, prob-

1 Toulson and Toulnson are other forms of this name. 
J Mayor, Admissions to St. John's College,\. 33. 
3 Among Dr. Francis Glisson's Medical Collections (Sloane MS. 

3312, f. 17) is a Latin thesis by " Dr. Marshall of John's."
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ably soon after the death of Nehemiah Barnett in 
1647. The vicarage was not then vacant, but Dr. 
Wildbore, the vicar, had been expelled as a royalist; 
he died at some time unknown before the Restora 
tion. Marshall was in 1650 described by the Parlia 
mentary Commissioners as " a godly and painful 
[painstaking] minister," so that there can be no 
doubt as to his ecclesiastical principles. In 1652 
Marshall, " priest of Lancaster," appeared at the 
sessions as the chosen " orator" of some forty 
" priests " who charged George Fox with blasphemy. 
The charge failed, and Fox, being " moved to speak," 
priest Marshall went away as soon as he began; as 
a result of the day's discussions " the cry was among 
the people that the Quakers had got the day and 
the priests were fallen." 1

In 1654 William Marshall was "settled in the 
vicarage of Lancaster" on the presentation of 
George Tomlinson, gent., the patron thereof, with 
letters patent under the great seal. 2 Tomlinson is 
a variant of Toulson; George Toulson was one of 
the local Presbyterian classis, and, to judge by his 
surname, was a relative of the new vicar's mother. 
Marshall was " certified " by W. Ashhurst, a lead 
ing Presbyterian layman in the county; Henry 
Porter, a member of the Lancaster classis and a 
prominent man in the town; Thomas Whitehead, 
the minister of Halton ; and Peter Atkinson, the 
minister of Ellel. Marshall himself afterwards 
" certified" other ministers on their appointment. 3 
Shortly after he was thus "settled" he married 
Mary, daughter of Thomas Shaw, the rector of 
Aldingham. In the Lancaster registers he is 
described as " Doctor of Physick, son of Mr.

1 The phraseology is that of Fox's Journal. There is no mention 
of the case in the Quarter Sessions rolls at Preston.

2 Plundered Minister? Accounts (Rec. Soc. Lanes, and Ches.), 
ii. p. 40-

3 Ibid., 44, 182, 297.
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Tobias Marshall of Lancaster " ; the marriage took 
place on 5th February 1654-5 in the presence of 
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Altham, Mr. Heysam, and others, 
before the mayor, John Baleman. A shorter notice 
of the marriage has been inserted in the Aldingham 
register also. In neither place, be it remarked, is 
Marshall described as " Vicar of Lancaster." No 
children of his are entered in the Lancaster register, 
and he never appears therein as vicar.

In 1660 the ecclesiastical establishment was re 
stored along with the king, but an accommodation 
was expected by the Presbyterians in accordance 
with the king's promises. The old Vicar of Lan 
caster was dead, so that Marshall, had he cared to 
do so, might have secured his position as vicar.1 
George Toulson appears to have had a right to the 
patronage, for he presented later vicars, and there 
was therefore no flaw in that respect. Yet Marshall 
quitted the vicarage at once, without an effort to 
retain it, so far as is known, Hugh Barrow being 
presented by the king in September 1660. Can it 
have been that he did not care for his ministerial 
work, and preferred to take his chance as a 
physician ?

During his tenure of the vicarage he had begun 
to buy land in the neighbourhood. In 1655 he 
purchased some at Bolton-le-Sands from William 
Hewetson and Anne his wife; next year he made 
another purchase, this time in Poulton-le-Sands, 
from Christopher Nicholson and Elizabeth his wife ; 
and again in 1657 he acquired land in Scotforth from 
William Caton and Agnes his wife. 2 In August 1662 
he with Mary his wife sold land in Poulton to Richard 
Rowlinson, D.D. ; and in the following spring they

1 Isaac Ambrose, appointed to Garstang in 1654, procured the 
king's confirmation in 1660, and retained the vicarage till his expulsion 
in 1662 by the Act of Uniformity.

2 Pal. of Lane. Feet of Fines, bdles. 157, m. 44 ; 158, m. 31; 160, 
m. 51.

L,
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sold land in Bolton to Samuel Hutton. 1 Possibly, 
therefore, the loss of the revenue of the vicarage 
was felt for the time; but in 1666 Marshall pur 
chased a messuage, &c., in Lancaster from William 
Dicconson and Jennet his wife. 2 In each case he is 
described as Doctor of Physic or M.D. He also 
became a freeman of the borough, probably during 
his tenure of the vicarage.

According to Calamy's Nonconformist Memorial, 
" Dr. William Marshall," after quitting the vicarage, 
"travelled abroad for some time and then settled 
in London, where he practised physic." The 
phrase about "travelling abroad" must not be 
understood, in its modern sense, to imply a journey 
to the Continent. It rather means that he lived in 
various places, without settling down in any. The 
following extract from a letter of his, narrating 
his observations of a comet which appeared in 
December 1664, show that for a time he lived in 
Furness, perhaps with his father-in-law at Alding- 
ham 3 or with the Marshalls at Stainton in Urswick.

Dr. Marshall's reflections made upon my former observa 
tions and sent to Mr. Hooke, vicar of Hallifax.*

The learned observer's diligence I honour and lament the 
cross providence which had ordered my globes, instruments, 
library 200 miles distant from me,6 when I first heard of the 
comet appearing; besides my being at that time pent in an 
obscure angle of Furnes, so as the morning appearance of the 
comet was spent before the news of it arrived at me.

The great velitations betwixt those that would bring comets 
within the compass of sublunary meteorology and those that 
grounded a new doctrine of comets from the certainty of their 
astronomical observations in like cases, made me very desirous,

1 Pal. of Lane. Feet of Fines, bdles. 169, m. 42 ; 170, m. 126.
1 Ibid., 176, m. 68.
3 Thomas Shaw held the rectory from 1625 till his death in 1667, 

conforming to all changes.
* Sloane MS. 1326 (Brit. Mus.), f. 140^. Among " H. Power's 

Letters."
5 Perhaps at Deptford.
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however, with the eye to see this great phenomenon of nature; 
which by having some fishers of the country that according to 
the tides nightly frequent the Sands, at length I attained, but not 
till the evening appearance of the comet, in which, according to 
the clearness and obscureness of the skies, the constant appear 
ance of the comet in a sort in the same form as to body, train 
and the rest, gave assurance that the train was not from an 
accension of fumes but reflection of beams, the train being still 
east from the comet to the point opposite and contrary to the 
sun, which was likewise observed by fishers of those parts and 
others to be in the morning appearances of the comet, viz. that 
then it cast its train westwards as they averred to me, but I 
saw not.

The body of the comet in its evening appearance I could never 
observe so big or the train so lucid and large as the reports came 
unto me concerning its morning appearances; a grave, aged 
person that had seen the blazing star circa Ann. 1618 avowing 
the train in its evening appearances to be incomparably less lucid 
and naming than that he had seen in the former about Ann. 1618.

Of the morning appearances I can say nothing as awoimjs. 
In the evening appearances it was still at some small distance 
from the Pleiades, being carried along with the diurnal revolu 
tions as by observing it the same evenings again after a little 
time elapsed, was sensibly manifest.1

The next that is known of him is his admission 
to the College of Physicians in 1669* By that 
time, no doubt, he had settled in London. In the 
following year he published his Answers upon 
Several Heads in Philosophy, which, according to 
the title-page, were " first drawn up for the private 
satisfaction of some friends," and were " now ex 
posed to public view and examination by William 
Marshall, Doctor of Physic, of the College of 
Physicians, in London." The small volume con 
tains two sections, each with its own title and 
dedication. The first section is dedicated to 
Viscount Brounker, president, and the other mem 
bers of the Royal Society, to " the incomparably 
learned " Dr. Francis Glisson and the fellows of the

1 Some speculations on comets and their motions follow. The 
letter is dated February 25, i664(-5). Then come Henry Power's 
remarks on the letter, dated Wakefield, March 3, 1664-5.

" Munk, Roll of the Royal Coll. of Phys., i. 358.
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College of Physicians, and to the professors of Gres- 
ham College. Then follow a letter to the friends 
"with whom these things were first debated," and 
a letter to the reader, dated " From my study in 
Nag's Head Court in Gray's Church Street." The 
six essays concern (i) the origin of springs; (2) 
the sympathies between the several parts of the 
body ; (3) fresh-water springs in the sea; (4) the 
sutures of the skull; (5) the consistency of immense 
volatility with immense ponderousness; and (6) the 
motion of the celestial bodies about their particular 
axes. The second section is mathematical, contain 
ing "queries relating to the angle of contact." It 
is dedicated to the right reverend fathers in God 
Seth [Ward] and John [Wilkins], bishops respec 
tively of Salisbury and Chester; there is nothing 
personal in this dedication, nothing to indicate 
that the writer was a Nonconformist, though Ward 
was a persecutor and Wilkins a protector of the 
dissidents.

Nag's Head Court, more recently named Lom 
bard Court, runs across from Gracechurch Street to 
St. Clement's Lane, as stated in the will below. 
The whole district had been laid waste in the Great 
Fire of 1666, so that Marshall may have settled 
down there as soon as the houses were rebuilt. 
The western end of the passage is in the parish of 
St. Clement, Eastcheap, and in that part he must 
have resided. In his will, dated March 2, 1676-7, 
it will be noticed that he does not give himself any 
title, Doctor of Physic, or other. His wife was then 
dead, and it is obvious that there were no children 
to inherit. The vestry books of his parish, now in 
the Guildhall Library, show that " Dr. William 
Marshall" was present at the Easter Vestry Meet 
ings in 1678 and 1679, but not in 1680 or later. 
The will, somewhat abbreviated, reads thus :
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P.C.C.: 142 DRAX.
" The last will and testament of me, William Marshall, living 

now this 2nd day of March 1676 in Nagg's Head Court, between 
Gracechurch Street and Saint Clement's Lane in London, in the 
parish of Clement's, Eastchip, made and written by myself, 
being at this present through God's mercy in perfect health 
considering my years and in perfect understanding and memory, 
for which I bless God and that He hath given me anything to 
make a testament upon; into whose hands now and at my death, 
when He shall please to call, and for ever I commit my spirit." 
Recalls all former wills. " My desire is, if it may be with con 
venience, that my body be laid in Deptford Churchyard, where I 
buried my mother, my father having been buried there before, 
where, if it might have stood with her liking, I would have 
buried my deceased wife. My last will and testament further is 
that if I owe anything to any person it be truly and honestly 
discharged. The rest of my estate, wherewith it hath pleased 
God, of His great mercy, to bless me, the most unworthy of all 
His servants, and that am less than the least of all His mercies, 
vizt. my whole remaining estate, real and personal, all my chattels 
and goods, movable and unmovable, with all debts due from any 
persons or person to me, and all rights whatsoever any way 
belonging unto me, I give and bequeath unto my virtuous, 
trusty, diligent, and careful servant, Anne Marshall, daughter of 
Thomas Marshall of Stainton, in the parish of Urswick, in Lanca 
shire, and of this my last will and testament I make her, the said 
Anne Marshall, full and sole executrix."

The said William Marshall on March 2, 1676, signed, sealed, 
and published this to be his last will and testament in the pre 
sence of us, Elisha Coysh, Jos. Clerk, Mary Stevens.

Proved on 17 Dec. 1683, Anne Marshall, 1 the 
executrix named. According to the Probate Act 
Book, deceased was of the parish of St. Clement's, 
Eastcheap.

In accordance with the directions in the will, he 
was buried at Deptford on December 21, 1683, as 
" Dr. William Marshall."

KILN LANE.
Kiln Lane, in Lancaster, occurs in a local plead 

ing of 1531 ; Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll 152, m. 6.
1 The Urswick registers show that Ann, daughter of Thomas 

Marshall of Stainton, was baptized there on I5th April 1647.
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MAYORS OF LANCASTER.
The following additions to the list are from the 

Plea Rolls of the dates given, except when other 
references are provided :
Apl. 1565. William Colteman. Apl. and Aug. 1577. James
Nov. 1565. Nicholas Oliver; Browne. Sometimes he ap-

bailiffs John Newton, Rob- pears to be styled " gent."
ert Cowper; Plea Roll 219, and at others " innholder."
m. 22. Dec. 1578 and Apl. 1579. Richard

Sept. 1566. Nicholas Oliver. Gilpin ; Plea Roll 249, m. 22 ;
Aug. 1569. John Huetson. 265, m. u.
Nov. 1569. Nicholas Oliver(s); Apl. 1580. Gawin Braitwat.

Plea Roll 241, m. 16. Apl. 1581. James Browne.
Apl. 1572. Nicholas Olivers. The Aug. 1582. Gawin Braythwayte.

roll of Borough Customs was Sept. 1598. James Browne.
compiled during this mayor- Apl. 1600. Nicholas Eccleston.
alty. Sept. 1601. James Browne.

Apl. 1573. Robert Dalton, Esq. Aug. 1602. Nicholas Eccleston.
Also in Aug. 1573 ; Plea Roll Apl. 1606 (? 1605.) Thos. Covell.
235, m. 36*?. Aug. 1607. Nicholas Eccleston.

Apl. 1574. John Huetson. Aug. 1608. George Tompson.
Apl. 1575. Nicholas Olivers. Sept. 1609. William Parkinson. »

A LANCASTER VINTNER'S BILL.
In 1581 Miles Braythwayt, administrator of the 

goods of William Braythwayt deceased, who had 
died intestate, claimed £10, is. for goods supplied 
to Christopher Sandes of Graithwayt, gent. The 
purchases were made at Lancaster, July 8-25, 1578, 
as follows : i hhd. of claret wine and i hhd. of 
white wine, ^9 ; i firkin of sack, 205.; i pottle of 
vinegar, lid. (Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll 249, m. nd.}.

HUGH CONWAY, VICAR OF LANCASTER.
In Pal. of Lane. Plea Roll 250, m. 28^., is men 

tion of Hugh Conway, clerk, vicar of Lancaster, 
otherwise Hugh Conway of Weaverham, clerk. 
The date is the spring of 1582. The "otherwise" 
is probably explained by the fact that in the previous 
January Conway had been succeeded at Lancaster
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by Henry Porter. In a Chester Plea Roll of 1578 
(307, m, 16) Hugh Conway also occurs, described 
as " of Weaverham, clerk, M.A."

INSCRIBED STONE AT CATON.

Built into the wall of Caton church are two frag 
ments of a mediaeval gravestone, bearing on it a 
cross with eight-rayed floriated head and a sword. 
The two fragments measure about 34 inches in 
length ; there seems to be a piece chipped off at the 
head, and a fragment, perhaps some 10 inches long, 
is missing between the fragments. There is also an 
inscription which has never been made out satisfac 
torily. It appears to read thus :

[I]H8:N AZAREN' CRVCIFIXVS ... IVDEOR 1

[?]IOE8
ENIVR 

V:PE:FITH':ROGER:...BVRGEYS

The upper line presents no difficulty, except as to 
the missing word before fadeorutn; perhaps perfidia 
might answer. The bottom lines are difficult. The 
symbol above, printed as P vith I above it, has 
been read as h and also as the Anglo-Saxon " thorn " 

The first letter (I) may be the remaining part
a broken letter. The T is curious.
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