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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS IN 
MELLING CHURCH, LIVERPOOL

By F. H. Cheetham

ST. THOMAS'S CHURCH, Mailing, originally 
a chapel in the parish of Halsall, was built in 

1834, replacing an earlier fabric on an adj'oining 
site, and is an uninteresting structure of red sand­ 
stone in the Gothic style of the day, consisting of 
short chancel with north organ chamber and south 
vestry, aisleless nave of five bays, west tower forming 
a porch, and south porch at the east end of the 
nave.

Five mural tablets from the old church were 
re-erected in the new, and two have since been 
added.

(i) Marble tablet on south wall, with shield of 
arms above :

In Memory of
WILLIAM MOLYNEUX of Mossborow in the
County of Lancaster, Esqr, who Departed

this Life March n th 1744
Aged 75.

And also of FRANCES his Wife who was Daughter
of lames Gorsuch in the said County, Eqr

She died October i8th 1750
Aged 55.

This was erected by their only Daughter and Sole
Heiress Frances the lady of Sir Edwd Blount

of Sodington in the County of
Worcester Baronet.

 w

Requiescant in Pace.
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(2) Marble tablet on south wall, with shield of 
arms above:

To the Memory of
The Honble SIR THOMAS BOOTLE Kn*.

Chancellor to His Royal Highness FREDERICK
late Prince of Wales, and Attorney General of the

County Palatine of Durham and Member of Parliament.
He departed this Life at OXFORD
the 24th day of December 1753

JE: 68.
This Monument and the Vault Underneath

where his remains are Deposited, was Erected
by order of his Brother ROBT BOOTLE Esqr .

(3) Marble tablet on north wall, with shield of 
arms above:

Near this Place lies interred the Body of
ROBERT BOOTLE Esqr 

of LATHOM in this County who Departed this Life
May the 7 th 1758 aged 64

Being brought up to the Sea Service
He was employ'd in Several Voyages

By the Honourable East India Company
As Commander of one of their Ships

In which Services he so acquitted himself
That after he had declin'd the Fatigues of the Sea

He was for several years chose one of their Directors
He married ANNE, Daughter of EDMD TOOKE of LONDON Mercht

By whom he had Several Children : but only one Survived
MARY

Married to RICHARD WILBRAHAM, Esqr
Only Son and Heir of RANDLE WILBRAHAM

of RODE HALL in the County of Chester, Esqr.

K
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(4) Marble tablet on north wall:

RICHARD SAVAGE
a Merchant of LIVERPOOL

ELIZABETH his Wife
the Daughter of 

RICHARD MOLYNEUXof MAGHULL
and their only Child an Infant 

were buried within these sacred Walls.
Many Years the survivor he died

January i6th 1793 in his 79*^ Year.
He was eminent for equanimity

and liberality of mind; for
industry and faithfulness in business;

for firmness and generosity
in friendship. 

Go Reader, practise the Virtues!
that thou too mayest enjoy 

long Life, Riches and Honour
have thy Memory blessed

and deserve to be celebrated
another example

to Posterity.

(5) Marble tablet on south wall:

To the Memory of
MARGARET TAYLOR, youngest Daughter

of the Revd Edward Taylor of Bifrons in Kent:
who died on the 24th of October 1809 at Lathom

House in this County and is buried
in this Chapel. 

This Stone is Erected by her Affectionate
Sister, Mary Elizabeth Wife of 

Edward Wilbraham Bootle Esquire.
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(6) Marble tablet on north wall:

SACKED TO THE MEMORY

or THE REVD MILES FORMBY M.A.
INCUMBENT OF MELLING

AND A MAGISTRATE OF THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER 
THE FOURTH SON OF THE REVD RICHARD FORMBY L.L.B.

OF FORMBY HALL 
WHO WAS BORN SEP  2I ST 1793 AND DIED MAY 4  1849

LIVING AMONGST HIS PEOPLE AS A FATHER
HE WAS EVER LABOURING BY HIS LIFE AND DOCTRINE

TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GODLINESS
AND WAS GREATLY BELOVED.

WITH THE BLESSING OF GOD, UPON HIS COUNSELS AND AID,
HE CAUSED TO BE ERECTED THIS SACRED CHURCH

IN PLACE OF THE ANCIENT FABRIC
WHICH HAD GONE TO DECAY,

THE NEW PARSONAGE HOUSE, AND THE NEW SCHOOL, 
WHERE HE SO ZEALOUSLY CARED FOR THE LAMBS OF HIS FOLD.

YE MEMBERS OF HIS FLOCK ! 
"WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY HIM THE TRUTH

AS IT IS IN JESUS "
" PRAY THAT WHEN THE LORD SHALL COME 

YE MAY BE FOUND WATCHING."

(7) Marble and alabaster tablet on east wall of 
nave, south of chancel arch, with shield of arms 
above :

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF

THE REV JOHN KIRKLAND GLAZEBROOK M.A.
VICAR OF MELLING FROM 1849-1900. 

HIS PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS ERECT
THIS MONUMENT IN COMMEMORATION 

OF HIS LONG AND FAITHFUL MINISTRY

There is a wide west gallery with the royal arms of 
one of the Hanoverian sovereigns on the front, and 
the font is a modern one of stone. The bell in the 
tower was cast by Luke Ashton, of Wigan, in 1748. 
The chancel was added in 1873, and the roof was 
repaired in 1914. The registers begin in 1600.


