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COMMUNICATIONS

MARTIN HALL, BURSCOUGH

By James Bromley

IT seems desirable that the following should be
recorded for reasons the other note indicates,
and the fact that frequent cleaning of the window
is gradually rubbing off the records.

On two lozenge-shaped quarrels at each end of
the 16 feet long stone-mullioned window of the
Elizabethan hall (now the house-part) are painted
and glazed the following :

Rough sketch of the quarrels. (Dotted lines show lead fillet.)

Quarterly 1 and 4—Sable 3 swans argent, 2 and 1
within a bordure of the 2nd, for Walton. 3 and g4,
ermine, on a canton argent, a falcon, wings endorsed
or, for Breres or Briers. Floral mantling. On an
esquire’s helm the crest: a nag’s head erased ermi-
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nois for Breres. The crest is almost covered by a
lead fillet repairing a crack.!

The quarrels show that John Breres and his wife
Katherine (daughter of Thomas Shawe of Heath
Charnock) lived here in 1614, John having purchased
it from the Crown in 1612.2 In 1650 their son,
Alexander Breres, held the estate as tenant of the
Wrightingtons, to whom it had been sold in 1642.°
In 1682 James Starkey, son of the rector of North
Meols, held it under lease from the Wrightingtons
of that ilk, from whom it passed by heirship through
the Ecclestons and Dicconsons until sold by Mr.
Gerard Dicconson in 1900 to the Earl of Derby.
From c¢z7ea 1700 it has been and still is occupied
as a farmhouse. It is traditionally said to be
haunted, and the angle-window of the attic to have
been used as a lighthouse for the navigation of
Martin Mere, which it overlooks.

The first of the two views I am able to give
shows the oldest part of the house. Traces of the
moat which once surrounded it can yet be found.
The “haunted room” forms the uppermost story,
and its side window is shown. That said to have
been used for guidance on the Mere being to the
left and now blocked up, like several others, though
the mullions remain. The room is accessible only
by step-ladder and trap-door. The second view,
taken from the other side, shows the long mullioned
window in which are fixed the painted quarrels;
three of the lights at the yard end are bricked up.
The small window seen in the gable of the higher
part of the house lights the “ haunted room.”

1 1 and 4 should not be “within a bordure.” 2 and 3, the canton
is generally “ azure,” and in the above quarters its position is reversed,
one dexter the other sinister. The maternal quarters I and 4 usurp
the paternal ones 2 and 3. Probably some of the tinctures have
flown.

* V.C.H. Lancaskhire, vol. iii. p. 260.

3 Pal. of Lanc. Feet of Fines, bdle. 140, m. 34.
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Marton, Merton, or Martin was originally a dis-
tinct township in the large ancient parish of Orms-
kirk, but it is now merged in Burscough, which it
adjoined. The only relics of the name now exist-
ing are Martin Mere, Martin Lane, and Martin

Hall.
AvcaToN CHURCH

In one of the two large west windows of this
church was a lozenge-shaped quarrel bearing the
arms of Worthington of
Worthington and Aughton.

‘“ Argent, three 3-grained

dung-forks, 2 and 1 in pale,

sable. In middle chief a @

crescent of the second ” (the Y
second sign of cadency). %V

These arms are shown on

a drawing in my collection,

made by the ‘“restorers

of the church, dated 15th

December 1874, and I saw it in the window some
years subsequent to that, but it now cannot be found
in the church.

A member of the Worthington family resided at
Moor Hall, Aughton, in the early part of the six-
teenth century, and others are found there and else-
where in the parish from 1515 to 1695. James
Worthington was churchwarden in 1673 and 1695.
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